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50+ Russian Phrases
for saying

Hi, Bye, How are You

Here, you’re going to learn 20 ways to say hello, 14 ways to say bye and 19
ways to say how are you. Total? You learn Russian 53 phrases in total.

By the way, if you want to learn and speak Russian with an actual program, I
suggest RussianPod101. You can learn even faster with audio/video lessons made by real
teachers. So, if you’re interested in learning Russian conversations, you’ll love their
conversation lessons.

Click here to visit RussianPod101 & sign up for a Free Lifetime Account.

20 Unique Ways to Say Hello in Russian

1. Hello in Russian (casual)
o [puBert
e Pronunciation: Privet
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Learn Russian Phrases
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This is the most popular word in Russian language. And the most important word
in this lesson. If you need to know JUST ONE way to say hello in Russian...
it’s privet. It’s not a formal way to greet a person — you should not say [privet] to
a boss, but if you see your friend — it’s the best word to use. When you say it, try
to make {i} and {e} very soft.
Now, there’s a variation of this word. It’s the next one.
2. Hello in Russian (super casual)

e privetik

e MNPUBETUK

Learn Russian Phrases
Hello (super casual)

—a

. [puBeTHK
privetik
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Young people, especially girls, like to upgrade this word saying [privetik].
Basically, in Russian, you can adjust words for various levels of formality. In this
case, it becomes much more casual, nicer, friendlier and endearing. Surprising
for a seemingly “rough” language, huh?
3. Hello (formal)

o 3ppaBcTBYyNTE

e zdrastvooyte

Learn Russian Phrases

Hello (formal)

zdrdstuoogte

linguajunkie.com

This is general, formal way to say hello in Russian. If you meet your boss or
professor and you want to be polite — just say {3opascTByinTe}. You can use this
word in everyday life greeting your friends, but it’s kind of strange. Why? Well,
why use such polite language with someone that’s a close friend? So... read on!
4. Hello

o 3OpaBcTByM

e Zdrastvooy


http://pdf-language-lessons.com

pdf-language-lessons.com

Learn Russian Phrases

Hello
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% SlipaBcTByi
Zdrastuuy
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You can cut down the word and say just {3gopascTByi} [Zdrastvooy]. Now it's ok
to use with people that you know well, but with friends it’s still better to say
{Privet}.
5. Good morning in Russian

o [obpoe yTpo

o Dobroye ootro

Learn Russian Phrases

Hobpoe yTpo
Dobroye ootro

linguajunkie.com

Common greeting and a must-know phrase for all learners. You can say this
phrase to everybody (doesn’t matter you meet the boss or your close fiend) in the
morning. Just make sure you say it before 11:59AM!

Now, there are some more variations of Good Morning in Russian.
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6. Good morning
YTpo pobpoe
Ootro dobroye

Learn Russian Phrases

YT1po nobpoe
Ootro dobrouye

linguajunkie.com

Yes, the word order was switched and the meaning is 100% the same. Russian’s
a fairly flexible language in that sense.

7. Good morning
C pnobpbiM yTpoMm
S dobrim ootrom

Learn Russian Phrases
— S TR T a— v —

Good,m | Hl ‘ “I Y 1

C no6psiM yTpoM
S dobrim ootrom
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“S” means “with.” So, this literally means “with good morning” but you know, you
shouldn’t translate languages literally. Very common morning greeting as well.

Next!

8. Good afternoon in Russian
e [obpbin oeHb
o Dobriy den

Learn Russian Phrases

T p— -
Good afiternooon
J10OpbIN IEHL

Dobriy;

linguajunkie.com

Alright, it’s 12PM. What do you say? This phrase of course! This is also
frequently used form of greeting in Russia. You can say it to everybody and
everywhere. No special rules of formalities. It’s is also used in formal occasions —
on TV, radio, business-meetings and so on. And... there are some variations!

9. Good Afternoon
e [eHb Oobpbin
o den dobriy
Yep, just switched the word order!

E 2



http://pdf-language-lessons.com

pdf-language-lessons.com

Learn Russian Phrases
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10. Good day/Good afternoon
XopoLuero gHA
horoshevo dnya

Learn Russian Phrases

C,(Mtemoon

XOPOILELO) IHS

b *2‘ H @"rosh evo dnya
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11. Good evening
[o6pbin BeYep
Dobriy vecher
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Okay, it’s 6PM. This is the greeting to use for the evening (until night). It’s a bit
formal which young people (and friends) don’t use much. But, if you turn on the
TV (news or some sport events), you'll hear it.

12. Good evening
e Beyep Oobpbin
e vecher dobriy
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And again! Word re-order! Here you can also replace words and say {vecher
dobriy}. Try to say the {ve} very softly like you are saying {vie}.
13. Good night


http://pdf-language-lessons.com

pdf-language-lessons.com

e [lo6poun HouM
o Dobroy nochi

Learn Russian Phrases

Good night

I_Io6pon HOUM i _-; .
Dobrog nochi -

D
lmguajunkie.com

You can use it only at night or in early morning. Remember, that this is a
GREETING for the night. If you want to use {Good night} saying to somebody
who is going to sleep — you’re using the wrong phrase! Instead of that, you have
to say {CnokonHon Houun} — [Spokoynoy nochi]. You can’t re-order words in both
these phrases.

14. Hello (the military way)
o 30paBuA xenakwo
e Zdraviya zhelayu
’ .

Learn Russian Phrases

il Lua 4
Hello (the mllltg‘g__ }#gg) :
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Zdraviyal zhelayu "
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This is a greeting used in the military. If translated, it means “Good health” or “I
wish you good health.” Elderly people say it sometimes. And it’s not a problem if
you use it too, even if you are not a soldier. It sounds nice and polite.

15. Hello (on the phone)
e Anno
o« Alo

Learn Russian Phrases
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This is how you say hello in Russian... on the phone only. That’s it. Be careful — if
you say it to somebody in real life, it means [wake up], or [can you hear me?].
This can be rude or somewhat scolding if they’re not paying attention.

Now, let’s move onto the slang.
16. Hello (slang)

« 3paposa

e Zdarova

This is the most popular slang way of greeting — young people use it all the time
(especially boys/men). If you see your close friend — you can say [Zdarova] —it's
modern and fun. When you say [Zdarova], the {0} is stressed.
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And onto some borrowed words from English!
17. Hello (borrowed from English)

o Xennoy

e Hellou

Learn Russian Phrases

Elellol(borrowed)

linguajunkie.com

18. Hi (borrowed from English)
° Xaun
° Hai
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Learn Russian Phrases

EHil(borrowed)

e

linguajunkie.com

19. Hey (borrowed from English)
° Xen

e Hey
Learn Russian Phrases
PXIEN:
Ly,

20. Salute (borrowed from English)
o Canior
o Salyoot
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Salutel(borrowed)

Ceviizont

linguajunkie.com

All Russians know these words but don’t really use them. So, if you say [Hi] in
Russia it’s ok — you will not shock nobody. Who uses them? Typically Russian
Youtube-vloggers and people with English speaking friends.

19 Awesome Ways To Say: How Are You in Russian

1. How are you in Russian

o« Kak pena?

« Kakdela?
This is the #1, most popular way to ask How are you in Russian. If you need to
remember anything from this lesson, it’s this. Now, it’s not formal. You shouldn’t
say Kak gena to your boss, but if you see a friend — use it. When you
pronounce Kak dela try to make {e} very soft. In Russian, the {e} is a soft vowel
and sounds more like {ie}.
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IfeanniRussian Phrase

The next phrase you’ll learn is a variation of this.
2. How are you? (gentle)

o Kak gennwkn?

o Kak delishki?
Young people, especially girls, like to adjust the phrase Kak gena by saying Kak
oenvwkn — Kak delishki. Why? it sounds sweeter, gentler and more endearing.

Learn i R ussianiPhrases

How are you? (gentle)

Kaxk nenvku
Kak delishki?

iinéuojunhie.mfﬁ |
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3. How are you doing? (formal)

o Kak Bbl noxknsaete?

o Kak Vi pozhivayete?
This is a formal, official way of asking people “How are you doing.” If it’s a
conversation between two presidents, or you meet your boss or professor and
you want to be polite — use it.

l'eanniRuUssianiPhrases

How are you doing? (formal)

Kak Bbl noxxuBaere?
Kak Vi pozhivayete?

linguajunkie.com

You CAN use this in everyday life with your friends, but it’s strange. Why? It’s too
polite, to the extent of ... why are you being “formal” with a close friend? Odd
choice of words, bro. So, use #5.

4. How are you doing? (casual)
So, it’s better to change {Bbli} to {Tbl} and ask:

o Kak Tbl noXneaelwb?

o Kak ti pozhivayesh?
Now, it’s ok to use with people that you know well. But, we can go even shorter
with this phrase.
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How are you doing? (casual)

Kax ThI NOXUBaECIh?
Kak ti pozhivayesh?

linguajunkie.com

5. How are you? (super casual)

e Kak Tbl?

e Kakti?
Literally, this means “How you?” This might be the shortest way to say How are
you in Russian!

llearniRussianiPhrases

How are you? (super casual)

Kak TB1?
Kak ti?

linguajunkie.com

6. How are things?
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o« Kak Bawwu gpena?

o Kak Vashi dela?
‘Kak Bawn pena” is a way to ask “How are things?” As you can
tell, pena means things. But, we can also translate it like “How is your business?”
Use it on anybody; a boss or your close friend. It’s not that formal like the phrase,
“Kak Bbl noxknsaete®, but it’s still polite.

llearniRussianiPhrases

How are things?

Kak Banm gena?
Kak Vashi dela?

linguajunkie.com

7. How are things? (casual)

If you see a friend, say Kak Tvoi dela, because “Vashi” is too formal.

e« Kak TBou pena
« Kak Tvoi dela
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How are things? (casual)

Kak TBou nena
Kak Tvoi dela

linguajunkie.com

8. How are you doing?/How is your mood?

o Kak HacTpoeHue?

o Kak nastroyenie?
Another common way to ask How are you in Russian. We can translate this
phrase to “How is your mood” because “HacTpoeHune” means “mood.” You can
say it to everyone and everywhere. This phrase is also used in formal occasions
—on TV, radio, speeches.

Learn Russian Phrases

How are you doing?/How is your
mood?

Kak nactpoenue?
Kak nastroyenie?

PP =g
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linguajunkie.com
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You can also say {kak TBoe HacTpoeHue} or {Kak Bawe HacTpoeHue}. Make sure
you roll the {r} if you want to say it properly.

9. What’s new?

e Y10 HOBOro?

o Chto novogo?
Ask this if you haven’t seen some person for a bit of time. This phrase is formal
SO young people (friends) don’t use it much. But, on TV (news or sport events)
it’s popular.

What's new?

YTo HOBOIrO?
Chto novogo?

L ST =

linguajunkie.com

10. How’s it going?

o Bbl kak?

o Vikak?
Very short and easy to remember. You can use it with your friends. Use it when
talking to one person or a group of people.
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How's it going?

BbI kak?
Vi kak?

T T

linguajunkie.com

11. How’s your life going?

o Kak xusetca?

o Kak zhivietsa?
Just like the English version, this has the same meaning and usage. Elderly
typically say it a lot but it’s not a problem if you use it also. It sounds nice and
polite.

N

\\’

How s your life going?

Kak >xuBercs?
Kak zhivietsa?

\

linguajunkie.com

12. How’s life?
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e Kak »unsHb?

o Kak zhizn?
Just like “Kak xxuetca?” but this phrase is more common. It’s not a formal so if
you meet your really close friend — use it... even if you see this person every day!
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How's life?

Kak >Ku3Hb?
Kak zhizn?

'3.
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Alright, the next set of phrases are slang.
13. What’s up? (slang)

e Kakcam?
e Kak sam?


http://pdf-language-lessons.com

pdf-language-lessons.com

llearniRussianiPhrases

What's up? (slang)

Kak cam?
Kak sam?

linguajunkie.com

14. Howdy (slang)

Tbl Kak?
Ti kak?

llearniRussian|Phrases

Howdy (slang)

ThI KaK ?
Ti kak?

linguajunkie.com

15. You alright? (slang)

ye Tam?
Cho tam?
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Learn Russian Phrases
How are you in Russian

:

wYoulalright? (slang)

- :
SGe ram?
Cho tam?

linguajunkie.com

16. Alright mate? (slang)

e Kak Tam?
¢ Kaktam?

Alright mate? (slang)

KaK TaM?
Kak tam?

All of the above are slang ways of asking How are you in Russian. Young people,
especially boys and men, use these. If you see a close friend — you can say

some of them. They’re modern and fun, and as bonus for you, you sound more
native.

The next few phrases come from the English language and English slang.
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17. How are you? (taken from English)

« Xayatw?
e Howayu?

ll'earn Russian|Phrases

How are you? (taken from English)

Xay a10?
How a yu?

linguajunkie.com

18. What’s up? (taken from English)

e BOTCan?
o votsap?

l'earn Russian Phrases

What's up? (taken from English)

BOTCAI?
votsap?

linguajunkie.com
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19. Wharrup? (taken from English)

e BOpan?

e Vvorap?
Everyone around the world is familiar with these phrases. Russians too. Now,
honestly, Russians don’t use these much in everyday life. But, Youtube-vloggers
and Russians that talk with English speakers like them.

ll'earn Russian/Phrases

Wharrup? (taken from English)

Boparn?
vorap?

linguajunkie.com

And that’s it.

14 Unique Ways to say Bye in Russian

1. Bye in Russian

o [loka
e Pronunciation: Poka
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[Noka
Pronunciation: Poka

This is probably the easiest and the most popular word in Russian to say bye to
someone. Remember, this is not formal — you should not say [Poka] to your boss,
but if you can use it with friends.

2. Goodbye (formal)

o [Jlo cBnpanHua
o Do svidanya

Goodbye (formal)

o cBuanus
Do svidanya
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This is official way to say Goodbye in Russia. If you meet your boss or professor
and you want to be polite ending the conversation — use it. You can use this word
in everyday life also with your friends, but it’s better just to say {Poka}.

3. See you later

o [o BCcTpeun
e Do vstrechi

See you later

o BcTpeun
Do vstrechi

You can say this phrase to anybody (no rules or formalities) — it’s polite and good.
Make sure you roll the {r} really hard if you want to say it properly.

Here’s one more way to say “see you.”
4. See you

e YBuammcsa
o Oovidimsya
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See you

YBumumcs
Oovidimsya

This is also frequently commonly-used phrase for saying “See you later” in
Russia. However, it’s not as formal as the phrase before — “[o BcTpeun” — which
you can use with bosses and people of higher status.

5. Farewell

e [lpowanTe
o Proshayte

Farewell

ITpomaiire
Proshayte
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This phrase sounds formal, right? It’s also fairly emotional and final. Something
two lovers in a movie would say before separating. In daily conversations,
Russians don’t really use “Ipowawite” very often.

6. Good night

e  CnoOKOMNHOW HOuYM
e Spokoynoy nochi

Good night

CnokoiHO! HOYH
Spokoynoy nochi

You can use this when someone’s going to sleep (or in movies, when someone
Kills or knocks out another person).

Remember, you are NOT greeting people at night with this phrase. If you want to
use {Good night} as a greeting, you have to say [Dobroy nochi]. Don’t confuse
these phrases.

7. Good luck

e CyacTnueo
e Shastlivo
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Good luck

CuacTimso
Shastlivo

This expression actually means “Good luck”, because the original word is
“CuacTtbe”, what means “Luck”. Old people say it all the time. It's not a problem if
you use it though, it sounds good and polite.

8. Have a good trip

e Cuyactnueoro nytu
o Shastlivovo puti

Have a good trip

CyacTimBoro nyTu
Shastlivovo puti

You can use this when someone is going to a trip. It’s just like “Have a good/nice
trip” in English.
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9. Bye (phone and mail)

o Bcero pobporo
e« Vsevo dobrovo

Bye (on the phone or mail)

Bcero nobporo
Vsevo dobrovo

Literally it means “everything good.” As if you’re wishing them all the best.

This is the best way for ending phone or text conversations. It’s formal, cultural
and polite. If you say it to somebody in everyday life, that’s also okay. It also
means [Good luck] or [God bless].

10. Bye (slang)

o« [aBan
« Davay
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Bye (slang)

Jasan
Davay

Want it learn slang? This is how you’d say bye in Russian — in slang. Young
people use it all the time (especially boys/men). [Davay] really means “Come on”,
but young people use it as a parting greeting.

Now, the next set of words are taken from other languages.

11. Bye (borrowed from Spanish)

e Apnoc
o Adios
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Bye (borrowed from Spanish)

Anmoc
Adios

12. Bye (borrowed from English)

° 6an
« Bye

Bye (borrowed from English)

Gait
Bye

13. Bye (borrowed from French)

e apesyap
e Aurevoir
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Bye (borrowed from French)

apeByap
Au revoir

14. Bye (borrowed from German)

e ayctunoepseeH
o Auf Wiedersehen

Bye (borrowed from German)

aydunep3ecH
Auf Wiedersehen

These words are well-known ways to say bye. Russians know them. However
they don’t use them much in everyday life... for obvious reasons. But don’t worry,
if you say these in Russia, it will be okay — you will not shock nobody.
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