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Your selfless generosity and committed support celebrate the vibrance 
of our giving community and our shared passion for protected open 
space, clean water, and families, neighbors, and friends living connected 
with nature. 

You keep Wildlands Conservancy’s conservation and education mission 
alive for all who call the Lehigh Valley and Lehigh River watershed 
home, today, tomorrow, and always.

This was especially so last year. Amid economic uncertainty, a federal 
funding freeze, and the tragic bridge collapse that abruptly disconnected 
us from Dorothy Rider Pool Wildlife Sanctuary, your steadfast dedication, 

both in the form of dollars and thoughtful concern and encouragement, was vital to helping us 
meet these challenges with resilience. 

You helped us pivot overnight to uphold promised school field trips, relocate community 
programs, and situate shuttle transportation to make summer camp happen for hundreds of kids 
and families, all while keeping our 13 other nature preserves safe, open, and accessible  
for increased foot traffic. 

And your support kept our mission moving forward in these impactful ways, too: 

• �You permanently protected more than 2,500 acres last year, and most of these acres 
represent a landmark conservation easement for the permanent protection of a state-level 
conservation priority in Penn Forest and Kidder townships, Carbon County, that is surrounded 
by more than 38,000 acres of existing protected lands. 

• �You helped more than 8,000 native trees, shrubs, and wildflowers take root across  
15 planting sites in the Lehigh River watershed and advanced stream restoration efforts  
in Carbon and Monroe counties, too.

• �You brought environmental education and nature discoveries to life for 7,500 school-age 
children and connected more than 6,000 community members to nature preserves, parks,  
and natural areas right here at home.

You, together with the collective shares of time, talent, and treasure listed herein, helped 
Wildlands Conservancy harness our true strength and hard-won spirit in the face of 
unprecedented adversity—and what an amazing and lasting difference it made in 2025! 

On behalf of our board of directors and staff, I thank you for your continued and committed 
investment in our critical efforts. You remind us every day what it means to be in this forever 
business, you inspire us to stay the good course in difficult times, and you keep all of us living 
connected to nature.

See you in nature, 

Christopher M. Kocher, President

MEETING CHALLENGES WITH RESILIENCE



1

        OurOur MISSION           MISSION          
andand  VISIONVISION

Wildlands Conservancy envisions a 
Lehigh Valley and Lehigh River 

watershed that contain expansive 
natural areas, connected green spaces, 
healthy waterways, and an enlightened 

community where people embrace 
conservation and sustainability.  

The land trust carries out this vision  
by protecting and restoring critical 

natural areas and waterways and 
educating the community to create a 

legacy of a healthy, sustainable 
environment for future generations.

Thank you to the individuals, foundations, businesses, and public 

agencies listed in this report that provided vital support during the 

fiscal year Jan. 1, 2025, through Dec. 31, 2025. We thank you for 

your generosity and commitment to conservation.

The Evergreen Society is a special recognition level for  
individual donors who make leadership gifts of $1,500 or more.

2025 DONOR LISTING

$50,000+
Merrill and Nancy Brenner
Christian Martin IV
Stuart and Brooke Rogers

$25,000-$49,999
Amy and Ted Douglass
Donald Frederickson
Elizabeth Thun

$10,000-$24,999
Paul and Melissa Barbehenn
Polly Beste and Redmond Clark
Alice Casey
Placido and Sandra Corpora
Tadd Henninger
Michael and Meda Henry
Ted and Judith Howells
Joseph and Judith Kaminski
Thomas and Marguerite Mutchler
Jennifer and Ronald Ruschman
Patricia Wood Beldon

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous (1)
Joe Bergstein
Sonja and Donald Bowe
Jane and Eugene Ervin
Richard Holt
Jeremy Hylton and Dr. Tara Gilligan
Mark Johnson
Sharon Leskowsky and Erik Rander
Patrick and Ellen Loughlin
Patricia Lyons
Eric and Georganne Moyer
Aravind Nayak and Ashwini Mulki
Scott Richards
Kenneth and Lisa Szydlow
Patricia and Francis Waller
Dr. Gene and Joan Witiak

$2,500-$4,999
Sarah and Dwayne Bauder
Nancy and Jeffrey Bogert
Doug and Marguerite Brown
William and Irene Brown
Brian and Maryann Cort
Mark and Lauren Fine
Edward and Liz Fones

Richard and Rebecca Gorton
Andrew and Dr. Angela Henry
Alex and Allison Humanick
Dr. Sara and Dr. Jack Karabasz
Dr. Kenneth and Sharon Kochey
Frank and MarySue Frazier Malvezzi
Blake and Marilyn Marles
Hiram Munger
Lydia Panas and Edwin Baldridge
Erika and Matthew Petrozelli
Peter and Laura Polt
Karen and Richard Poshefko
Andrew and Michele Stanten
Janet and Glen Tryson
Max Yaffe and Joan Amatniek

$1,500-$2,499
James and Lisa Andrews
Mary and Juan Arenas
Robin Barnes and Clark Chandler
Robert and Kristen Bennett
Wendy Body and Todd Ackerman
Charles and Wanda Cole
Kyle Collina and Lauren Calabrese
Tim and Deborah Corby
Matthew and Stacy Daniels
Terrence DeFranco
Ken and Karen Duerholz
Christine and David Dugan
Elizabeth and Timothy Dugan
Kelly and Bryan Facchiano
Dr. Lona Farr
Andrew and Rink Fogal

Douglas and Barbara Fogal
Richard and Patricia Foltz
Bruce Fritzinger
John Hayes
Matthew and Dr. Breanna  
	 Henry
Pamela Hoffner
Donna and Raymond Holton
Audra and Jason Kahr
Vivek and Leslie Kalra
Deborah Kipp
Douglas Knappenberger
Chris and Sheila Kocher
Joseph and Jane Manzella
Jeffrey and Susan Mathieu
Charles and Lorrie McKinney
Stephen and Liane Meli
Mary Morton
June Okunski
Dr. Carl and Marilee Oplinger
Betty Jo Richards
Jay and Jan Ruhle
Sheetal Shah
Justin Smith and Holly  
	 Deiaco-Smith
Kathryn Stagl
Michael and Sybil Stershic
Dave and Ann Tachovsky
Robert and Anne Teufel
Kenneth and Carol Walck
Dr. James and Dr. Jane Ward
Maureen and Todd Wendling
Paul and Carol Wessel

EXECUTIVE TEAM 
Christopher M. Kocher, President

Elizabeth Dugan,  
Chief Advancement Officer

Dan Giannelli, Chief Financial Officer

Abigail Pattishall, Chief Mission Officer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Michael Stershic, Chair

Paul C. Barbehenn, Vice Chair

Sharon Leskowsky, Treasurer

Michael A. Henry, Esq., Secretary

 
Dwayne Bauder, CFA, CPA

Gary R. Blockus
Dr. Kristen Campbell

Karen Cooney Duerholz
David V. Dunn

Gene Ervin
Fred Everett

Amanda Flicker, M.D.
Edward J. Fones

Allison Humanick
Deborah Kipp

Todd Leiser
Anthony Moyer

J. Stuart Pidcock
Michael A. Pires
Andrew Stanten
Robert E. Stover 

Maureen Wendling 
Susan Williams

EX OFFICIO
Loren Speziale, Assistant Secretary 

Ronald W. Beitler, Lehigh County  
Commissioner-At-Large 

Christopher M. Kocher, President 

Loren Speziale, Legal Counsel 

Jeff Warren,  
Northampton County  

Commissioner-At-Large 



$2,500-$4,999
Highmark Blue Shield
LANtek
Lehigh Country Club
Milestone Financial Associates, LLC
Uline

$1,000-$2,499
Amazon
American Fence & Flag
B. Braun Medical Inc.

Barry Isett & Associates, Inc.
Boyle Construction
Campbell, Rappold & Yurasits, LLP
Cornerstone Advisors Asset Management
Jeras Corporation
Klunk & Millan Advertising Design
Natural Foods 
Octoraro Native Plant Nursery, Inc.
PayPal Giving Fund 
QVC

Rising River Brewery
Serfass Construction Co.
Turnstone Creative
Weis Markets, Inc.

$500-$999
Buckeye Partners, L.P.
Fleetwood Lumber & Flooring, LLC
Gipson Studio LLC
Witt’s Tree Service

$100,000+ $25,000 - $49,999

$10,000 - $24,999

$5,000 - $9,999

Businesses that demonstrate their commitment to conservation by making annual leadership gifts
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Anonymous (9)
Victor Abeloff
David Aldrich*
James C. and Bonnie Baker
James R. Baker
Mildred Behler*
Michael and Jane Benning
Karen and William Berry
Ribello Bertoni
Richard Bold*
Elizabeth Burkhart*
Kenneth E. Burkhart*
Jo Ann* and Luther* Campbell 
Melonia and Dr. Marvin Charles
Beverly and Bernard* Cole
Placido and Sandra Corpora
David Coult

Miriam Eddy*
Ros Eddy*
Lawrence Erney*
Dr. Lona Farr
William Fenza*
Frederick and Susan Flemming
Edward and Liz Fones
Elizabeth France*
York France*
Kimberly Gabellini
Kevin Grate
Ray and Patricia Groff
Charles Haaf*
June Holt*
Leon Holt*
Elizabeth Houck*
Edgar and Judith Howells
Lilla Knox*
John and Veronica Kostenbader

John Miles*
Gerald and Amy Mistal
Joan Moran
Norma Nehf*
Bernice Payrow*
Ronald Payrow*
Heinz Pfeiffer*
Leonard Parker Pool*
Karen and Richard Poshefko
Roland Rhode*
Ardath Rodale*
Maria Rodale
Robert Rodale*
Annette Russo
Simmons Savage*
Sherwood Schnell*
Estate of Richard Shade*
Cidney Spillman
Robert Spillman*

Kathryn Stagl
Michael and Sybil Stershic
Dr. Thomas Stoneback and  
	 Maggie Prorok
Elizabeth and Ferdinand Thun*
Ronald Treichler*
Alan Viani
Paul and Winifred Viani
David Voellinger*
Patricia and Francis Waller
Ellen Warmkessel*
Anne Nelson West*
Julia Westley*
William Westley*
Morton White*
Donald Wittlinger*
Joycelyn Young*
William Young*
Deana Zosky and John Gallagher

* = Deceased

The Legacy Society recognizes individuals who have provided for Wildlands Conservancy 
in their will or estate plans or made significant endowment gifts.

David A. Comfort Jr.
Joan Connolley
Tonya DePaulo
Irvin Fink
Jean and Ted  
	 Fritzinger
Daniel Jude Martin
William Elwood	  
	 McDonnell

GIFTS IN MEMORIAM   
Larry Rafes
Michael Realo
Edward Richards
Glen Salter
Mary Scott
Terri, Scott, and Matthew  
	 Smith
Ben Steinert
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FOUNDATIONS, PUBLIC AGENCIES, AND ORGANIZATIONS 
The listing that follows reflects the total value of grants and gifts awarded between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2025.

$500,000+
Carbon County 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation  
	 and Natural Resources

$100,000-$499,999
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental  
	 Protection 
Preservation Graystones, LLC

$50,000-$99,999
Austelle Foundation
Indian River Community Foundation –  
	 Graymer Fund
Moore Township

$25,000-$49,999
Coca-Cola Foundation
Harry C. Trexler Trust
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley

$10,000-$24,999
Bella Luna Charitable Fund
Dexter F. and Dorothy H. Baker Foundation
Fleming Foundation
Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds
The Martin Guitar Charitable Foundation
The Reidler Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Copeechan Fish & Game Club
Northampton County
Saucon Sanctuary Committee Fund of the  
	 Lehigh Valley Community Foundation
The Merck Foundation
The Peter Bartera and Linda Bartera Fund  
	 of Lehigh Valley Community Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Mohnton Fish & Game Protective Association
Pennsylvania Organization for Watersheds  
	 and Rivers
Stone Hill Meadows Turkey Trot

$1,000-$2,499
Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage  
	 Corridor
Enola Sportsmen’s Association, Inc. 
Freye Family Foundation
Island Foundation
Lehigh Valley Beekeepers Association
MD Lieberman Foundation
Northampton Borough Municipal Authority
PA Society for Ornithology
The Neumann Charity Fund
The Rorer Foundation
Top Jewish Foundation, Inc.

$500
Lehigh County Authority

GIFTS IN HONOR  
James D. Apgar
Cisco	
Ted Douglass
Karen Duerholz
Kevin Hallman
Michele Hannon Whitbeck & Family
Heather Nicole Horlacher
Riley and Chase Newhard
Judi Roggie



2025 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
		  2025 	 2024 
		  Thousands	 Thousands		  	Total Assets	 $15,027	 $14,765
Total Liabilities	 $818	 $858 
TOTAL NET ASSETS	 $14,209	 $13,907

Total Revenue, Gain, and
	 Other Support	 $3,657	 $5,006

Expenses		
Conservation	 $1,898 	 $1,933 
Education	 $624	 $753
Management and Development	 $833	 $862
		  $3,355	 $3,548
TOTAL INCREASE IN NET ASSETS	  $302	  $1,458

2025 OPERATING SUPPORT
Contributions and Grants	 Thousands 	 %
Individual	 $616	 17%
Foundations and Organizations	 $521	 14%
Corporate	 $318	 9%
State Agencies and Government	 $744	 20%
		  $2,199	 60%

Earned and Unearned Income	 Thousands	 %
Education Services	  $316	 9%
Management Fees	  $336	 9%
Interest Income	  $736	 20%
Other	 $70	 2% 					   
		  $3,657	 100%

2025 OPERATING EXPENSES
Programs	 Thousands	 %
Conservation	  $1,898	 56%
Education	  $624	 19%
		   $2,522	 75%

Fundraising	 $472	 14%
Administrative and General	 $361	 11%
		  $3,355	 100%

OPERATING EXPENSES

OPERATIONS AT A GLANCE

OPERATING SUPPORT

ADMINISTRATIVE  
AND GENERAL 
11%

FUNDRAISING 
14%

CONSERVATION   
56%

EDUCATION  
19%

STATE AGENCIES  
AND GOVERNMENT 
20%

EDUCATION SERVICES 
9%

INTEREST INCOME/ 
UNREALIZED GAIN 
20% 

OTHER 2% INDIVIDUAL 17%

FOUNDATIONS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS  

14%

5

CORPORATE 9% 

MANAGEMENT FEES 9% 

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
The following companies matched contributions  
from individual donors.

Agilent Technologies
Air Products
Apple Inc.
Bank of America Foundation
Broadcom
Buckeye Partners, L.P.
Comcast Corporation
Costco Wholesale Corporation
Evident Scientific, Inc.
Google

IQVIA
KLA Foundation
Lehigh Valley Community  
	 Foundation
PPL Corporation
Prudential Foundation
The Guardian Life Insurance Co.
The Hartford 
The Merck Foundation

EDUCATION INCOME  
TAX CREDIT COMPANIES 
Avalon Insurance Company
Embassy Bank for the  
	 Lehigh Valley
PPL Corporation
Serfass Construction Co.

The Neffs National Bank 
Truist
UGI Utilities, Inc.
Waste Management
Weis Markets, Inc.

WILDLANDS CONSERVANCY  3701 Orchid Place, Emmaus, PA 18049-1637  
For more information, visit wildlandspa.org or contact us at 610.965.4397.  
To donate, please go to our website and click DONATE.  wildlandspa.org/donate

Wildlands Conservancy, Inc. is a nonprofit organization dedicated to land and river preservation and environmental stewardship through education. The 2025  
annual report is published by Wildlands Conservancy, Inc., 3701 Orchid Place, Emmaus, PA 18049, 610-965-4397. Reproduction or use of any part of the 2025 annual 
report without written permission from the publisher is strictly prohibited. Wildlands Conservancy is a tax-exempt organization as provided by IRS regulations. A copy  
of the official registration and financial information may be obtained by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.  

This report highlights the 2025 financial activity for Wildlands Conservancy. This report 
is based on WC’s audited financial statements, of which a clean, unmodified opinion is 
provided by Campbell, Rappold and Yurasits LLP.


