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THE GIFT OF PERSPECTIVE

: .. Last year, Wildlands Conservancy celebrated our golden anniversary of
@ " : =3 50 years. We amplified the visionary voices that gave rise to conservation
' ' and education mission all those decades ago, and the call to support our
efforts on behalf of people and nature in the Lehigh Valley and Lehigh
River watershed is more critical than ever.
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Our board of directors and staff praised our successes, acknowledged
our challenges, and altogether, we remain resolved about being in this
forever business for future generations. We are committed to caring for
our shared and loved Lehigh Valley and Lehigh River watershed today
and tomorrow—and for the next 50 years and beyond.

Protecting Land
Last year, thanks to your generosity, we expanded South Mountain Preserve in Emmaus by
nearly 4 acres, and you helped us permanently protect more than 630 acres in Penn Forest
Township, Carbon County, to expand state game lands, enhancing access to outdoor recreation
while upholding our commitment to clean water and a healthy environment.

Advancing Water Quality
Your support helps advance the whole health of our 10-county Lehigh River watershed,
and last year, we continued the restoration of Bushkill Creek as it flows through the City
of Easton, removing two dams, which opened fish passage to the Delaware River for the
first time in 200 years.

Educating a Tomorrow
A tomorrow for conservation is only as secure as the young minds we educate today, and

last year, with your support, Wildlands benefited more than 4,500 school-age children with
environmental education, plus connected more than 17,000 community members with local,
natural areas, including Dorothy Rider Pool Wildlife Sanctuary, South Mountain Preserve,
Trexler Nature Preserve, the Lehigh River and destinations in Carbon and Monroe counties.

The Future of Our Wildlands
Last year also closed our five-year capital campaign for the Future of Our Wildlands, raising
$20.4 million to support transformational accomplishments (page 5) for land protection,
stewardship and education, Dorothy Rider Pool Wildlife Sanctuary, and our land trust’s
long-term financial stability.

On behalf of our board of directors and staff, | thank you for the world of nature you make
possible for our shared Lehigh Valley and Lehigh River watershed, this year and for many
milestone anniversaries to come. You make conservation happen — forever!

See you in nature,
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Christopher M. Kocher, President


http://wildlandspa.org

Our MISSION
and VISION

Wildlands Conservancy envisions
a Lehigh Valley and Lehigh River
watershed that contain expansive
natural areas, connected green
spaces, healthy waterways, and an
enlightened community where
people embrace conservation and
sustainability. The land trust
carries out this vision by protecting
and restoring critical natural areas
and waterways and educating the
community to create a legacy of a
healthy, sustainable environment
for future generations.

EXECUTIVE TEAM
Christopher M. Kocher, Rresident
Scott J. Cope, VP of Education

Elizabeth Dugan, VP of Development
& Communications

Dan Giannelli, Chief Financial Officer

Abigail Pattishall, VP of Conservation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4 Tadd Henninger, Chair
Michael Stershic, Vice Chair
Sharon Leskowsky, Treasurer
Michael A. Henry, Esq., Secretary

Paul (f Barbehenn
Karen Cooney Duerholz
Gene Ervin

Andrew Fogal
Edward J. Fones
Sam Kennedy
Deborah Kipp

David M. Lobach Jr.
Joe McMahon

J. Stuart Pidcock
Michael A. Pires
Susan Powell

Ronald S. Ruschman
Richard W. Shaffer Jr.
Andrew Stanten
Robert E. Stover
Patricia L. Waller
Susan Williams

X EX OFFICIO
Loren Speziale, Assistant Secretary

Ronald W. Beitler, Lehigh County
Commissioner-At-Large

Christopher M. Kocher, President
Loren Speziale, Legal Counsel

2023 DONOR LISTING

Thank you to the individuals, foundations, businesses

and public agencies listed in this report that provided

vital support during the fiscal year Jan. 1, 2023, through

Dec. 31, 2023. We thank you for your generosity and

commitment to conservation.

The Evergreen Society is a special recognition level for
individual donors who make leadership gifts of $1,500 or more.
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Merrill and Nancy Brenner
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Barbara Roper*
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Kathryn Stagl

Michael and Sybil Stershic
David and Ann Tachovsky
Janet and Glen Tryson

David and Mary Beth Weinstein
Paul and Carol Wessel

David and Beth Zmijewski
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FOUNDATIONS, PUBLIC AGENCIES, AND ORGANIZATIONS

The listing that follows reflects the total value of grants and gifts awarded between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2023.

$1,000,000+
Pennsylvania Department
of Conservation and
Natural Resources
Pennsylvania Game Commission
$300k+
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation

William Penn Foundation
$100k+

Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection

$50,000-$99,999
The Graymer Foundation
$25,000-$49,999
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Bella Luna Foundation

Harry C. Trexler Trust

The Reidler Foundation

The Rider-Pool Foundation

United Way of the Greater
Lehigh Valley

$10,000-$24,999

Fleming Foundation

John A. and Margaret Post
Foundation

Lower Towamensing Township

The Martin Guitar Charitable
Foundation

The Nature Conservancy
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Dexter F. and Dorothy H.
Baker Foundation

A grant from the Peter
Bartera & Linda Bartera
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Community Foundation

Monroe County Planning
Commission
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Keystone Savings Foundation

Lehigh Valley Health Network

Northampton County

Pennsylvania Environmental
Council

Saucon Sanctuary Committee

$1,000-$2,499

CAPTRUST Community
Foundation

Delaware and Lehigh National
Heritage Corridor

MD Lieberman Foundation

Mohnton Fish & Game Protective
Association

Northampton Borough Municipal
Authority

Pennsylvania Organization
for Watersheds and Rivers

$500-$999
Hereford Gun Club

Jerry Zimmerman Memorial
Chapter, NWTF

Lancaster County Bird Club
St. John’s United Church of Christ



The Legacy Society recognizes individuals who have provided for Wildlands Conservancy
in their will or estate plans or made significant endowment gifts.
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Our region is losing 2,000 acres of open space each year, and land protection is vital to our quality of life by giving us clean water, expansive
green space, opportunities to connect with nature, find a home for rare, threatened and endangered species. To these ends, Wildlands’
five-year capital campaign raised $20.4 million to accomplish:

Land Protection:

- Protected 3,879 acres with Lehigh River watershed
« Added three conservation easements

» Established three new nature preserves

- Expanded preserves by 132 acres

Dorothy Rider Pool Wildlife Sanctuary:
- Restoration of the barn and boardwalk along

the Floodplain Trail

« Improvements to Air Products Environmental

Education Center

» Establishment of a visitor center

Building Long-term Financial Stability:

- Established the Land Preservation Endowment
- Designated $890,000 of campaign funds to the

organization’s endowment

Stewardship & Education:

- Led the Lehigh Valley Riparian Buffer Initiative

« Continued habitat management at Thomas Darling Preserve
to facilitate the return of the Golden-Winged Warbler and
monitor for at-risk Northern Flying Squirrel presence

« Hosted programs for 61,121 students and 86,501

community members

Wildlands Conservancy recognizes and thanks the following supporters who made significant contributions to special projects
and initiatives that will further the future of our Wildlands.

Pledges were received by 2/28/2024.
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The following companies matched contributions
from individual donors.

Agilent Technologies

Olympus Corporation

2023 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Total Assets
Total Liabilities
TOTAL NET ASSETS

plopic} 2022
Thousands Thousands

$13,253 $12,095
$805 $492
$12,448 $11,603

Total Revenue, Gain, and
Other Support

Expenses
Conservation
Education

$6,918 $3,442

$4,419 $1,453
$831 $858

Management and Development $823 $705

TOTAL INCREASE IN NET ASSETS

$6,073 $3,016
$845 $426

OPERATING SUPPORT

- Contributions and Grants Thousands %
i of the Americas
Air Products ' . PPL Corporation Individual $1,300 19%
Ba?:k of America Charitable b P | Financial Foundations and Organizations 738 1%
oundation . rudential Financia Corporate 429 6%
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Intel ThT GuardlanCL|fe 5,616 82%
Johnson & Johnson nsurance o.
Family of Companies Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Ezme? am; Ungarned TEEE Thousagg; 53
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KLA Foundation United Health Group e (Fees 368 59%
Interest Income 517 7%
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$6,918 100%
OPERATING EXPENSES
Programs Thousands %
Campbell, Rappold Serfass Construction Co. Conservation $4,419
& Yurasits, LLP The Neffs National Bank Education 831
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Embassy Bank for the UGl Al Rleug 464
R Administrative and General 359
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Fulton Bank Weis Markets, Inc.

PPL Corporation

OPERATIONS AT A GLANCE
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WILDLANDS CONSERVANCY 3701 Orchid Place, Emmaus, PA 18049-1637
For more information, visit wildlandspa.org or contact us at 610.965.4397.
To donate, please go to our website and click DONATE. wildlandspa.org/donate.
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