
PLASTIC POLLUTION
Lesson one worksheet

What decade was plastic first produced commercially?

What is the definition of marine debris? Give at least one

example:

match the year to the event in the plastic timeline

Marine debris is any human-made waste that ends up in the

ocean. 

It includes a wide range of materials such as plastics,

glass, metal, rubber, and more. Common types of marine

debris include plastic bottles, bags, fishing nets,

cigarette butts, and food wrappers. (any example of

rubbish listed is correct)

Plastic was first produced commercially in the early

1950s

True or false: plastic production has decreased over the years

FALSE,  plastic production has grown, now we produce

more than 380 millions tonnes each year

Plastic waste first observed in ocean

Natural rubber discovered

Term 'microplastic' first coined

PET, PE, PP, acrylic and styrofoam invented 

First 'Garbage Patch' discovered

Scientific literature on microplastic in the ocean grows
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how many million tonnes OF plastic enters the marine

environment every year?

what is a garbage patch in relation to marine debris?

name three advantages of plastic

Cheap, Lightweight, strong, easy to create, versatile,

long lasting, Sanitary & more

A garbage patch is a large area in the ocean where plastic

and other debris accumulate dues to currents.

True or false: Plastic can negatively affect marine life

True. Examples include entanglement in nets, ingestion of

plastic, and hermit crabs using plastic as shells.

in northern australia, where is most of the plastic coming

from? and how is it getting there?

Most marine debris washing up on Northeast Arnhem Land’s
shores comes from countries in the Indo-Pacific region,

especially Southeast Asia. It is carried by tides, winds, and

currents, with the worst arriving toward the end of the SE

trade wind season (May–October).

8 million tonnes

What are the four main solutions to reduce the impact of

plastic waste in the ocean?

recycling, alternatives, research and education


