
TYPES OF PLASTIC
Lesson two worksheet

True or false: PFAS are known as forever chemicals

WHAT is the Resin Identification Code (RIC) system, and why was

it created?

How can you tell different types of plastics apart?

why are pfas often added to plastics?

RIC is a System to categorise plastic resins into 7 groups,

Introduced in 1988 by the Society of the Plastics Industry.

The goal was to create a nationwide system to support

recycling of used plastic.

Plastic items often have the RIC symbol printed on them,

and The physical properties (e.g. flexibility and texture)

can help too.

true,  because PFAS do not breakdown in the environment

or in human bodies. 

PFAS compounds are often added to plastics to make

products resistant to heat, stains, grease and water. 

True or false: PFAS are naturally occurring chemicals

FALSE,  PFAS are man made chemicals and do not occur

naturally in the environment



what is the size definition of a microplastic? (circle one)

less than 1.5

less than 5less than 1

less than 10less than 1

less than 5

What is the difference between primary and secondary

microplastic?

should we be concerned about pfas chemicals? explain why?

Yes we should be concerned because exposure can have an

impact on human health. 

Some examples include:

 women's reproductive health, cause developmental delays

in infants and children, reduce kidney function and

increase risk of cancer. 
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Primary microplastics are intentionally produced small,

like beads, glitter, microbeads in cosmetics, and nurdles.

Secondary microplastics come from larger plastic items

that have broken down into smaller pieces.

name and describe one of the main ways large bits of plastic

degrade:

UV Degradation: Sunlight makes plastic brittle over time,

causing it to break.

Mechanical Degradation: Forces like waves break plastic

into smaller pieces.

Bio Degradation: Bacteria and fungi consume plastic,

breaking it into smaller parts

name somewhere that microplastic has been found:

Microplastics have been now documented pretty much

everywhere on the planet, any answer listed is correct


