
SOURCES OF PLASTIC
POLLUTION

Lesson three worksheet

LIST three of the pathways through which plastic enters the

ocean:

list 10 items around your classroom that are made out of

plastic:

which industry has the highest primary plastic production?

(circle one)

packaging

transportationtextiles/fabrics

electronicsconstruction

consumer goods

What are the 5 stages of the life cycle of plastic?

degradationRaw

material

extraction

production usage disposal

wind, atmosphere, rivers, direct input to oceans,

wastewater, run off (e.g. urban ag, industry)



True of false: plastic can break down like organic materials,

it just takes a long time

What stages of the plastic life cycle are greenhouse gases

and pollutants released? (circle one)

all of the listed

transportationproduction

extractionusage

end-of-life

False, plastic does not break down like organic materials,

it breaks into smaller pieces called microplastics

plastic cup

how many years does it take each common item to

breakdown?

plastic bottle 

plastic bag coffee cup plastic straw

6-pack rings

disposable nappy toothbrush FISHING LINE

20 years 30 years 200 years

400 years 450 years 450 years

500 years 500 years 600 years


