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The Ultimate Russian
Grammar Guide for Brand
New Learners

Introduction

You’re probably thinking “I need more than a simple internet article.”

And maybe you’re right. While you’ll learn the basic, must-know rules here,
a nice book or learning program will set you straight.

So, first, here are some Amazon R lan Grammar resources that you
might want.

My Amazon Picks

Oxford
£ . Russian
== ‘ - - Grammar
[ | === ROT &Verbs

Russian Grammar A Comprehensive Schaum's Outline of Oxford Russian
(Quickstudy Academi... Russian Grammar Russian Grammar, Thi... Grammar and Verbs
$6.95 /prime $44.56 $52.05 vprime  $15.94 s2300 vprime  $13.76 $14.80 /prime
Wi irdrdr (152) Wirdririr (39) Wik irdr (2) Wi irdr (26)

Alternatively, if you don’t want books but a full, digital Russian learning
program, then | recommend:


https://amzn.to/2Gav1du
http://pdf-language-lessons.com
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o RussianPod101.com (click here): It's my favorite Russian audio/

video program. First, you set your level and then it gives you lessons
teaching you how to speak and understand. As you get better, the
program feeds you more challenging lessons.
o They do not teach grammar directly. But, they do teach you
conversations in every lesson where you’re indirectly
EXPOSED to grammar rules.

i

First, let’s jump into word order.

1. Russian Word order

Word order in the Russian language is usually: SUBJECT — VERB -
OBJECT.

o English is similar. | (the subject) eat (verb) apples (object).
But, Russian can also be very, very flexible. It doesn’t mean that you can

arrange words in any order you like, but, still, it is much more flexible than
in English.

How flexible?

Take a look below.

That sentence means “The dog caught the cat today.” There are 8 different
variations! They all mean the same thing!

1. CerogHAa cobaka nonmana KoTta.
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1. (Pronunciation: Sevodna sobaka poymala kota)
Cobaka nommana KoTa cerogHa.
Monmana cobaka KoTa cerogHs.
CerogHa cobaka KoTa novmana.
Cobaka koTa nommana cerogHa.
Monmana KoTa cobaka cerogHs.
KoTa nonmana cobaka cerogHaA
KoTa cobaka novmarna cerogHsq

® N oA ®WN

Tip #1
Russian Word Order is Very Flexible.
1Sentence with 8 Different Variations.

-CeropiHsa cobaka noimana KoTa.
-Cobaxka noimMana KoTa CErofHs.
-ITormMana cobaka KOTa CerofHs.
-Ceropiusa cobaka KoTa momana.
-Cobaxka xoTa nmoyfmaza cerogHs.
-IToriMana kota cobaka cerogHs.
-Kota noitmasna cobaka cerogus
-Kora cobaka noiimasa cerogus

linguajunkie.com

Let’s also look at this example!

« |love you

o« A Teba nobnio (ya tebya lublu)

o A mobnto Teba (ya lublu tebya)
In the first sentence, we have the predicate after the object. In the second
sentence, the predicate is before the object. The Subject “I” (H) remains in
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the same place in both cases. It would sound awkward to a native speaker
if you put the subject in the particular case in another position.

Wait, it wound sound awkward... unless there is a difference nuance!

In the “l love you” example, you’re just trying to state a literal “I love you.” If
you rearranged the words, the nuance was different. For example:

e Nto6no TEGA... A
e OGN0 A TEBA
This can still make sense, in a poetic sort of way.

But, some words always have fixed position in the sentence.

For example, adjectives usually stand before the noun they modify:

XXapkasa noropa (zharkaya pogoda) — Hot weather

Here, “*xapkaa” (hot) is the adjective and “noroga” (weather) is the noun it
modifies.

What’s next in this Russian grammar guide for beginners?

Let’s talk tongues!

You’'ll see what | mean.

2. Russian Palatalization

The Russian language is very rich in palatal or, in other words, “soft”
sounds.
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Wait, what does that mean in plain English?

It’s when you place your tongue against the ridge of the roof of your mouth.
This makes sounds soft. Say the name “Linda.” Notice how much your
tongue touches the ridge. It’s a light flick, right?

Now, say the word “leer” or “lean.” Okay, notice there’s more tongue action
here and the L sounds “softer” because of the long “ee” sounds after it.

So, that’s what it is!

Now, these “soft” sounds are tough for English speakers. Why? Well,
because they are not in the English language. You are not used to them.

There are 5 vowel sounds and 10 vowel letters in Russian. They are plain
and palatal indicators. Each of them makes the previous letter plain or
palatal. See the table below:

English Plain Palatal indicators or Example
sound indicato “softeners” s
r
[O] 0 2 TOMHBbIN /
TEMHbIN
[e] 3 e H9 / He

[i] bl n Mbl / M
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[u] y t0 nHy /
MHIO

[a] a A Ana /
AHHa

Now that we talked about tongues...

Let’s talk about “se...”....

| mean gender.

3. Gender in the Russian Language

D)
endernRules

J C 2 “._” “_n
Feminine: Nounendswith“a” or“s
()
Masculine:Noun ends with consonant or the letter *

Neuter: Noun ends with “o” or “e”

There are 3 gender classes in Russian: Feminine, Masculine and Neuter.

So, every Russian noun has a gender. You may think it’s confusing to
remember all the words and their gender, right? But, there are some rules
to make your life easier.
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If the word ends with “a” or “a” — the noun is feminine

If the word ends with consonant or the letter “i” — the noun is
masculine

If the word ends with “0” or “€” — the noun is neuter

If the word ends with soft sign “b” or the letter — the noun can be either
feminine or masculine.

Here are a few examples:

Russian Phonetics Gender English
word translatio
n
[leBouyka / Devochka / Feminine Girl / Apple
AGNoHA yablonya tree
Momupgop / Pomidor / Masculine Tomato /
capaw saray Barn
H6noko / Yabloko / Neuter Apple /
Mope more Sea
[Joub / ctnb  Doch / stil Feminine / Daughter /
Masculine Style

But of course. there are very few exceptions too.

Memorize these:
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Russian

NanA

Mana

Henyuwka

My>xxynHa

Kodhe

Phonetics

Dyadya

Papa

Dedushka

Muzhchina

Kofe

Gender

Masculine

Masculine

Masculine

Masculine

Masculine

English
translation

Uncle

Dad

Grandfather

Man

Coffee

Important tip: Remember that the word for coffee, “Kogpe,” is masculine,
despite that fact that it ends with the neuter letter “e”.

The next time you want to say “The coffee is good” say “Koge
xopowwnin” (kofe h’oroshiy).

Even native speakers make this mistake. So, if you use this word correctly

you are definitely going to impress native Russians.

What’s next in this big, bad Russian grammar guide?

4. Plural

How do you make words plural?
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When you want to make a noun plural in English you simply add s, es, or
ies.

And Russian?

In Russian you have to change the last letter according to some rules.
There are many of them, depending on the grammar case, but for
simplicity’s sake, | will describe only how nouns in the Accusative case are
formed:

e Masculine Nouns

Ending Wh Exa Phon Exa Phon Engl
at mple etics mpl etics ish
do e tran
ou (sing slati
do?  ular) (plu on

ral

A Add Cton stol Cto stoly Tabl

conson  “bl” nbl e/

ant Tabl

es

n Rep Capa satay Cap saray Barn
lace 7 an i /
with Barn

(1%}


http://pdf-language-lessons.com

pdf-language-lessons.com

b Rep Ctun
lace b
with
“I/I”

e Feminine Nouns

Endi Wh Exa
ng at mple
ou
do (sing
do?  ular)

A Rep daHT
lace asuA
with
ay”

b Rep [Meub
lace
with
“”

a Rep Jlamn
lace a
with
e

e« Neuter Nouns

stil

fanta
ziya

pech

lamp

Ctn
n

Ex

daHT
asmm

MNeun

Jlamn
bl

stili

fanta
Ziyi

pechi

lampy
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Endi Wh Exam
ng at ple
do
you (sing
do?  ular)
0 Rep OkHO
lace
with
ag?
e Rep Mope
lace
with
-
5. Tenses

Okno

more

m
>
Q

© 3

c
q

ET

Q

Mop

Okna

mory

There are 3 main tenses in the Russian language. They are:

° Past
e Present
e Future

The table below gives you a general overview of the Russian tenses and its

forms.
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Tense Example Phonetics
Past Buepa Vchera
OH XoAun Ha on h’odilna
dpyT6O0MBHbLIN futbolniy
MaTy mach

Prese = OH CMOTPUT HO On smotrit

nt BblA PUSTbM noviy film

Future A nonay B Ya poydu v
MarasuH magazine
Be4Yepom vecherom

English
translation

Yesterday he
went to a
football match.

He watches a
new movie.

I’m going to
the store in the
evening.

Remember, verbs must agree with the other words in the sentence in

number and gender.

RussianiGrammariGuide

Uim &8
@

Past Present Future

Buepa o xouin Ha On cMoTpuT HOBBIN S MOVY B Marasux
¢yTOONBHbLII MaTY M BEYEPOM

Vchera on h’odil na  On smotrit noviy film Ya poydu v magazine
futbolniy mach vecherom
He watches a new
Yesterday he went to movie. I'm going to the store
a football match. in the evening.
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6. Capitalization

Want to learn Russian grammar rules?

Well, you’ll need to learn some capitalization.

So, The English language uses capitalization more often than in Russian.

Now, in Russian, words begin with a capital letter in 4 cases:

« At the beginning of the sentence.
o A wusyyato pycckumin A3bIK — Ya izuchayu russkiy yazyk — | learn
Russian.
« With proper nouns (nouns of people and of places):
o Hatawa (Natasha), Amepuka (Amerika), benrpap,
(Belgrad), CtaHncnas (Stanislav)...
« When saying “You” politely.
o The pronoun “Bbl” always begins with a capital letter. “BbI” is
the polite way to say “you” in Russian.
« When using Possessive adjectives.
o MauwwnHa kykna — Masha’s doll; HatawwnH gom — Natasha’s
house.
We don’t use capital letters with:

o Months: uioHb: June, pekabpb — December

« Days of the week: noHegenbHnK — Monday, cy66oTta — Saturday

» Adjectives derived from proper nouns (countries, names of cities
etc.): amepukaHckaAa me4dyta — American dream, 6putaHckunin oyTOON
— British football
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« Languages: pycckuin A3blK — the Russian language, ncnaHckumm
A3bIK — the Spanish language
« Nationalities: anoHey — Japanese, nonak — Polish, Hemka — German
(female)
o The Russian pronoun “|” — “A”
7. Russian Personal pronouns
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Learn Russian Pesonal

Pronouns
A z mbl OH
ya ti on
l/me You , He
$ , e} 2
OHQ OHO Mbl
ana Qno mi

e r
' We

Bbl / Bol Sh

Vi /Vi tg -

You / Polite
“You" They

// o P
s I A

Russian grammar guide @ linguajunkie.com

*
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It is always good to know the personal pronouns that are used in the
language that you are learning. You can construct new simple and more
complicated sentences with their help. So let’s have a look at the basic
nominative pronouns in the Russian language:

Russian pronoun Phonetics English

A ya |

Thl ti You

OH on He

OHa ana She

OHO ano It

Mbl mi We

Bbl / Bbl vi /Vi You / Polite “You”
OHWU ani They

Examples of Russian personal pronouns in action:

o OH 3HaeT pycckumn
o 0N znaet russkiy
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o He knows Russian
e Msbl yacTo urpaem B chyTbon
o michasta igraem v futbol
o  We often play football
e He mornu 66l Bbl MHE NOMOYbL?
o ne magli by Vi mnye pamoch
o Could you help me?
e Mebl 3Haem, kyoa Ham Hago UATU
o miznaem, kuda nam nado iti
o We know where we have to go
8. Cardinal Numerals

You can’t learn Russian grammar without knowing how to count from at
least from O to 10.

Let’s see how we count in Russian.

But, here’s something you should remember. The numerals 1 and 2 have
masculine, feminine and neuter forms and you’ll have to learn them by
heart. The rest are pretty simple and have only one single form for all
genders.

Number Russian Phonetics
0 HOMb nol’
oOuH adin

1 ogHa adna
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OOHO adno
nsa dva
2
nse dve
3 Tpu tri
4 deTblpe chetyri
5 nAaTtb pyat’
6 wecTb shest’
7 cemb sem’
8 BoceMb vosem’
9 [eBATb devyat’
10 pecATb desyat’

Examples:

o [1BE MalunHbI
o dve mashini
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o Two cars

e [eBATb AGNOK
o devyat’ yablak
o Nine apples

e [1AaTb 06€e3bAH
o pyat’ abez’yan
o Five monkeys

9. The most commonly used Russian prepositions

Russian prepositions are an important part of Russian grammar.

The prepositions play a very significant role in building up new sentences.

We are going to observe only the most commonly used ones, here they
are:

Russian preposition Phonetics English

c/co s/so With / from / since
n3 iz From

B/ BO v/vo In, into, to, at

o/ 06 o/ob About

Ha na On/onto/to
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oT

3a

anA

0o

6es

u By

at From

za Behind / beyond
dlya For

do Until / before
bez Without

You have probably noticed that both “o1” and “n3” have got the same
meaning.

Their meanings are slightly different:

A n3 Mockasbil
o Yyaiz maskvi
o I'm from Moscow
OHa BbiWwa n3 goma
o anavishla iz doma
o She left home (Word for word translation: She stepped/went out
of her home)
OH cTONT ganeko OT Hero
o on stait daleko at nevo
o He stands far from him
Moesn oTnpaBnAeTcA OT rMaBHOM CTaHUUMU
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o poezd atpravlyaetsa at glavnoy stantsii

o The train is disembarking from the main station
So basically “n3” means “from some specific place.” Then, “o1” means
“from or away from something.”

Try and remember this because they are not interchangeable like in
English!

10. Russian Question words

It’s very difficult to construct a question without knowing the Russian
question words. We call them “BonpocuTtenbHble cnoa” (vaprasitel’nye
slava) in Russian.

They are presented down below:

Question word Phonetic English
s

YT10? shto? What?

KTo? kto? Who?

[ne? gde? Where?

Kak? kak? How?

Kypa? kuda? (to) where?
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OTtkyna? atkuda? (from) where?
[Mouemy? pachemu? Why?
CKONbKO? skol’ka? How much / many?

Kakon? (masculine)  kakoy?

Which one? / What sort

Kakaa? (feminine) kakaya? of?
Kakoe? (neuter) kakoe?

Yen? (m) chey?

Yba? (f) chiya? Whose?
Ybé? (N) chiyo?

Korpa? kagda? When?

You see that some questions are similar to the ones we have in English,
but there are also some that might be new to you.

The following examples will help you to understand them better:

o Kypna Tbl upgewb?
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o kuda ti idyosh? — Where are you going to?
o OrTkypa Tbl BblleTaews 3asTpa’?
o atkuda ty vylitaesh zavtra? — Where are you going to take your
flight from?
Can you see the difference? I’'m sure you can now.

« Kakoe y Hee nnatbe?

o kakoe u neyo platye? — What sort of dress does she have?
e Yen 3TOT KOT?

o chey etot kot? — Whose cat is this?

And that’s it for this quick Russian grammar guide.

Now, you’re a tad acquainted with Russian grammar.

Yes, you’re scratching the surface here but no worries.

Scratch enough and you’ll go deep and get a grip on these rules.

Want to start learning and speaking this language already? Check out my
recommendation below or check out these 5 minute ways to learn.

e Howtolearn R ian in 5 Minut Fr t Tools Insi
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