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Quote for Reflection 
 
 

True boldness for Christ is universal and overcomes all and carries men above the displeasure of friends or foes; so that 
they will forsake all rather than Christ; and will rather offend all parties, and be thought meanly of by all, than offend 
Christ. —Jonathan Edwards 

 
 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Proverbs 18:10 
 

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe. 
 
Sung Response—The Lord Is King, Vs. 1 

 
 

Text: Josiah Conder, 1824; Music: ROCKBRIDGE, Lucius Chapin,  
from The Harmonia Sacra, 1812, alt. 2010. 

 
Call to Worship—Psalm 29:1-4, 8,10 
 

Pastor:   Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 
All:  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 
 
Reader 1:  The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over many waters. 
 
Reader 2:  The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
 
All:    The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 
Pastor:   The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
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The Lord is King
ROCKBRIDGE
Harmonia ScaraJosiah Conder, 1824
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Congregational Psalm—The Voice Of The Lord Is Over The Waters (Psalm 29) 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 29:1-9, Nathan George, 2013; Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God particularly entreats us in His 
Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s 
songbook. 

 
Congregational Psalm—Do You Decree, O Earthly Gods (Psalm 58) 
	

	
 

Text: Psalm 58:1-6, 10-11, The Psalter with Music, 1900, alt. 2021; Music: GALLAWAY, Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
 
Scripture Reading—Psalm 2:1-12 
 

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords 
from us.” He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then He will speak to them in His wrath, 
and terrify them in His fury, saying, “As for Me, I have set My King on Zion, My holy hill.” I will tell of the decree: 
The Lord said to Me, “You are My Son; today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your 
heritage, and the ends of the earth Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces 
like a potter's vessel.” Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in Him. 

 

Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Do You Decree, O Earthly Gods—Psalm 58

Text: The Psalter with Music, 1900, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021.
Music: GALLAWAY, Henry C. Haffner, 2021.
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Congregational Psalm—Why Do Gentile Nations Rage (Psalm 2) 
 

	
 

Text: Psalm 2:1-12; The Book of Psalms for Worship, Copyright © 2010 Crown and Covenant Publications;  
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1678, Harm. J. S. Bach, 18th c. 
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Reading of the Word—Acts 4:13-31 
 

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they 
were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was healed standing 
beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they 
conferred with one another, 16 saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed 
through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may spread no 
further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them and charged 
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the 
sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and 
heard.”21 And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the 
people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed 
was more than forty years old.  

23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to 
them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, Your servant, 
said by the Holy Spirit, “‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against His Anointed’—27 for truly in this city 
there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your plan had predestined to take 
place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to Your servants to continue to speak Your word with all 
boldness, 30 while You stretch out Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of Your 
holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—O Church, Arise, Vs. 1 
 

	
 

CCLI #2844402 © 2005 Thankyou Music; Text and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 2005. 
 
Sermon—Bold Proclamation Amidst Opposition 

—Associate Pastor, Brian Phillips 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 32:3-7 
 

Pastor:   Lord, we come confessing. When we kept silent, our bones wasted away through our groaning all 
day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy upon us. 

 
All:   Our strength was dried up. Therefore, we have acknowledged our sin of not speaking 

Your word with boldness, and we have not covered our sin. 
 
Pastor:   We confess our transgressions to You, O Lord. And You forgive all our iniquities. Even now, we 

offer prayer to You—at a time when You may be found.  
 
All:   For You are our hiding place for us; You preserve us from trouble. You surround us with 

songs of deliverance. 
 
Assurance of Pardon—Psalm 32:1-2, 51:12-13; Colossians 2:6-7 
 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against whom 
You, O Lord, count no iniquity and in whose spirit there is no deceit. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to 
You. 

  
Pastor:   This is the promise of God. 
 
All:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Therefore, in the same way you received Christ Jesus as Lord, so continue to walk in Him. 
 
All:    So then, we are rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith. 
 
Pastor:   Therefore, let us abound in thanksgiving. 

 
Sung Response—O Lord, Teach Me To Follow You (Psalm 27), Vs. 4 
 

 
 

Copyright © 2009 Crown and Covenant Publications, Psalms for Worship. 
Text: Psalm 27:14; Music: LOUISE, Robert M. Copland, 1972. 
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 8 

HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 

Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, 
and we join our voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven 
in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8; Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 
  

Congregational Psalm—I Lift My Eyes And See The Hills (Psalm 121)  
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 121:1-8, The Book of Psalms for Worship, © 2010 Crown and Covenant Publications; Music: HOPE, D. Bruce Martin, 1920. 
 

Congregational Psalm—My Shepherd Will Supply My Need (Psalm 23) 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 23, Isaac Watts, 1719; Music: RESIGNATION, The Southern Harmony, 1835. 

& 43 œ
I

He'll

The

The

˙ œ
lift

not

Lord

Lord

my

al

will

will

˙ œ
eyes

low

keep

keep

and

your

you,

you

œ œ œ
see

foot

He's

from

the

to

your

all

˙ œ
hills:

slip,

shade,

harm;

from

nor

the

He'll

˙ œ
where

rest

Lord

keep

will

while

stands

your

œ œ œ
come

you

at

life

my

He

the

se

.
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I Lift My Eyes And See The Hills—Psalm 121

Text: Psalm 121:1-8, The Book of Psalms for Worship, © 2010 Crown and Covenant Publications; 
Music: HOPE, D. Bruce Martin, 1920.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Congregational Hymn—How Firm A Foundation 
 

 
 

Text: “K” in John Rippon’s A Selection of Hymns, 1787; Music: FOUNDATION, Traditional American Melody. 
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Traditional American Melody
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Hebrews 13:20-21 
 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 
Sung Response—Be Thou My Vision, Vs. 5 
 

 
 

Text: Ancient Irish Poem, tr. Mary Byrne, 1905;  
Music: SLANE, Traditional Irish Melody. 

 
 
Announcements 
 
 

& ## 43 œ œ œ œ
High King of
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œ œ œ
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& ## œ œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ
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œ œ œ
Rul - er of

.˙
all.

Be Thou My Vision, Vs. 5
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Worship Notes: 
 

In Acts 4, we see the Apostles presenting the gospel with tremendous courage in the face of intense opposition. The 
contrast between God and His people and their enemies is a theme found throughout the Scriptures, particularly in the 
psalms that make up much of our service this morning. The nations rage and plot vainly, but the voice of the Lord 
thunders over the waters and shakes the wilderness (Psalm 2:1; Psalm 29:3-4). While the wicked can be found 
“speaking lies with serpents’ tongues” (Do You Decree, O Earthly Gods—Psalm 58), the church is an “army bold” that 
“stand[s] against the devil’s lies” (O Church, Arise). Though our enemies may be terrifying, we pray for God to fill our 
hearts with courage as we wait on Him (O Lord, Teach Me To Follow You—Psalm 27), trusting that He will keep us 
secure (I Lift My Eyes And See The Hills—Psalm 121) even when we walk through the “shades of death” (My Shepherd 
Will Supply My Need—Psalm 23). We can rest on the firm foundation of His Word (How Firm A Foundation), secure 
in the knowledge that all the opposition we may encounter will serve to consume our dross and refine us like gold in the 
fire. —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:   Boldness, Opposition, Speak, Name, Jesus, Prayer, Hand, Word, Seen, Heard 
Keystone Verse:  But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather 

than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.  
(Acts 4:19-20) 
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