Page 1 of 4

Learn Korean Ep. 91: Changing Action Verbs to Adjectives (Part 1 of 2)

We've already covered in previous lessons how to conjugate adjectives and action verbs. For
example, we can say “That person is good” by conjugating the verb &L} (“to be good”) into
7 AtEO| 0}, We can also conjugate it before a noun as 2 and get 2 AtE0[|0 2

("He is a good person.”).

We've also covered how to conjugate action verbs. For example, we can conjugate the

action verb HLC} (“to eat”) and get A= L|XIE HO{Q ("l eat pizza.").

But these forms alone don't allow us to create more complicated sentences, and we'll need
to learn a new form in order to say things like "I made a food that he likes,” or “l want to
meet someone who speaks Korean.” To make these types of sentences, we'll need to know

how to change an action verb into an adjective, so we can use it before a noun.

First, here's an example of what we'll be making, using the action verb ZO}S}IC} (“to like”):

Ha£ M7 Fotots TAE UK.

“Chul-soo made a pizza that | like.”

Let's learn how to change action verbs into adjectives. Each tense works a bit differently.

[

Present Tense: Action Verb Stem + =

For the present tense, take an action verb stem and attach =. Here are a few examples.

sict > 3the
o> He
Jhet > Ths
SO > e

* In present, past, and future tenses, verb stems ending in 2 will drop the 2 when

conjugating this form. This is common with grammar forms that use L or 2.

GO! Billy Korean
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OAHE Y= 1Y0|E oK.

"I saw a cat that eats pizza."

=0 E Eols AEE TILE B 40 2.

"I want to meet someone who speaks Korean well.”

O} 7| M7t Of= AFEO| §lofR.

"There is nobody who | know here.”

Although the word “nobody” doesn’'t appear in the Korean sentence, a more literal

translation would be “There is no person who | know.”

7 A0l okt 8442 BrER0lS.

“| made food that he likes.”

Past Tense: Action Verb Stem + 2/L

For the past tense, take an action verb stem and attach 2 if it ends in a consonant or L if

it ends in a vowel. Here are a few examples:

Bt > o2
sict > o
ML} > 2

M7b 2 M0| ofF F0tR.

“The book that | wrote is very good.”

o &X 7 A0l S0 R.

“There was nobody who went home early.”

M E7F = A7 EARUO R,

"The snacks my friend gave me were delicious.”

GO! Billy Korean
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2 AZH SO B 0| L9019

"Who was the student who studied for 2 hours?”

Future Tense: Action Verb Stem + /=

For the future tense, take an action verb stem and attach = if it ends in a consonant or

if it ends in a vowel Here are a few examples:

oict > 22
St > &
Uct > e

= SR A0l gloa.

"There is nobody who will study today.”

20| Z A 33 Yol

“I'm looking for someone who will go together (with me).”

ojd M7t & AFEHOK.

“This is the computer that | will buy.”

FRHOA &S H=0| AN L.

"There is a present that | will get from my parents.”

Advanced Notes

When making sentences that use this grammar (“that” or “who” in English), you'll most
commonly find the Subject Marker (0|/7}) used to mark the person who is doing the action verb
- not the Topic Marker (2/<).

In our first example, we had B+ H|7} £0lst= L|XIE S RA0{ L. (“Chul-soo made a pizza

that | like.”). It would be awkward to use X+ in the sentence instead of X|7}. Using the Subject

Marker shows that here, “I” (H|7}) am the person who likes the pizza.

GO! Billy Korean
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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