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eloved, we must Prefer
Bnothing more than un-
Fcignec] [ove. *We commit
many faults evegy hour,
day and night, and for this
reason letus acquire love,
because it covers a multi-
tude of sins. *What do we
ain, my children, if we
possess evergthing yet do
not have saving love? *
ow does one benmcit,
my children, if one
ives a l(great banquct and
invites ing and nobleman
and prepares every sort of
expensive fare in order
that notlﬁing should be
missing; nevertheless, i
there Ts no salt, that ban-
cluet cannot be eaten; and
one not on|9 bears the ex-
ense but one also wastes
(his) efforts and is dis-
grace bg the guests. ©))
tis the same in our situa-
ltion, my brethren; what
will we ProFit, for what
grace do we possess with-
out love? *Our every deed
is false, even if one Rhas vir-
ginitg and fasts and keeps
vigi an rays and gives a
banquet or'the poor. *
nd if one brings ifts to
God, or offers the first
fruits of all his goods, or
builclhs chlercheshor TIOCS
anything else without love
it 5‘:{18” §e counted b Goci
as nothing, for (these
t]ﬁings) are not accept-
able. *Thus the pro Eet
says: The sacrifice of the
impious is an abomination
to the Lord. *Do not be
advised to do angthing
without love. (10)
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f you say, "I hate my
lbrother bat 1 love Christ”
you are a Iiar, and John
the Theologian rebukes

ou, for how can one who
gocs not love his brother
whom he as seen, love God
whom he has not seen? *It
is clear that anyone who
hates his brother but
thinks that he loves Christ

is a liar and is deluding
himself. *

or John the Theologian
r:sags that we have this
commandment from God
that he who loves Goc]
should also love his
brother. *And again the

Lord himsE:hC says,

on these two (com-
Urﬁiandments) depend
al the law and ' the
Prophets. '

h, how extraordinarg
Oand aradoxical is the
miracle fhat he who has
love fulfills all the law; love
is the fulfillment of the law.

(15) Oh, power of love be-
3ond imagination; oh
power o love begonci

measure! *
here is nothing more
Thonorablc than lovc,
nor is there angt]ﬁing
greater either in heaven or
on the earth. *This divine
love is the caPital (virtue);
among all the virtues love
is the%\i hest Pencection in
the wor%? 1t dwelt in the
heart of Abel; it worked
together with the Patri-
archs; it guardecl Moses; it
made David the dwellin
lace of the Holg SPirit; it
strcng’chened Joseph.
FID (Ui whg do | say these

QL

t]‘nings? (20) ‘

he most imPortant is
that this love brought
the Son of God down from
heaven. *Through love all
§00d things were revealed;
eath was trampled (From
death), and through love
one Hlock was made there-
after of angels and men. *
hrou hg’ove Paradise
has gcen oPcncd
kingdom of 'heaven is
Promised; the waste
Places it made? (into)
cities, and filled? the
mountains and the caves
with song; it taug]ﬂt men
and women who were
treading the narrow and
sorrowéul Path. “But how
long shall we rolong this
sermon on the achieve-
ments of love which even
the angels cannot accom-
Plish? *
h, blessed love which
bestows all 00
things! (25) Blessed is the
man who possesses true
faith and urnceigned love;
for, as the Master said,
nothing is greater than
love for w ic% a man lays
down (his) life for his
friends. (THE APOCA-
IMESER @& SEDRACH
EHAFIRE REONE)
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nd he [Sedrach] heard
Aa hidden? voice in his
ears: Here, Se&rach, you
who wish and desire to talk

with God and to ask him to
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reveal to you the things
that you wish to ask. *And
Sedrach said, What (is it),
my Lord? *And the voice
said to him, §
lwas sent to you that |
may carr ol e Ynite
hea\?cn. A?n he sgid, I
want to speak to God face
to face? Eut | am not ablc,
Lord, to ascend into the
heavens. (5) But the
angel, having stretche
out his wings, too him and
went up into the heavens,
and took him up as far as
the third heaven, and the
flame of the divinitg stood
there.
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Ancl the Lord said to

him, Welcome, my dear

Sedrach. *What kind of
complaint do you have
against the God who cre-
atcd for ou have

you,
said, 'want to speak with
God face to face? *

edrach said to him, In-
Sdced, the son cIoes
have a complaint against
the Father: Yy Lord, what
did you create the earth
for?™

he Lord said to him,

For man. (5) Sedrach
said, What did you create
the sea for and whg did
you sprcad every goocl
thing upon the “earth?
*The Lord said,

or man. *Sedrach said

to him) 4 you have

done these things, why did

M
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you destroy man? *And
the Lord saig,

an is my work and the
Mcreature of m hands,
and | discipiine im as |

find it right.

THE APOCALYPSE
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edrach said to him,

SYour discipline is pun-
ishment and {'Fi)re; and the
Si=wer bit’cer, my Lord. *it
would ge better for man if
he were not born. *lndcccl,
what have you clone, m
Lord; for what reason di

ou labor with your sPot-
ess hands and create man,
since you did not desire to
have “mercy upon him?
*God said to him

created the first man,
l/\clamJ and placed him in
Paradise in Ehe midst of
(which is) the tree of life
and | said to him, Eat oFa”
the fruit, onlg Eewarc of
the tree of lhce, for if you
eat from it you will surelg
die. (5) However, he dis-
obeyed my commandment
andkrﬂaving been deceived
bg the devil he ate from
the tree.

THE APOCALYPSE
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edrach said to him, It
was bg your will ttnat
Adam was “deceived, m
Master. *You commande

Q3 I,
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your angels to worshiP
Adam, but he who was first
among the angels dis-
obege your order and
did not worship im; and
5O you banishe im,
cause he transgresse
our commandment and

id not come forth (to
worship) the creation o
your hands. *

Fyou loved man, why did
[ T e g
artificer of all inic‘uitg?
*Who can Fight against an
invisible spirit? (5) He en-
ters the hearts of men like
a smoke and teaches them
all kinds of sin. *He even
ﬁghts against you, the im-
mortal Gocl, and so what
can pitiful man do against
him? *Yet have mercy,
Master, and destrog pun-
ishment; otherwise receive
me also with the sinners,
for if you will not be merci-
ful with the sinners, where
are your mercies and
where’is your comPassion,
O Lord?

be-

THE APOCALYPSE
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nd God said to him, Be
Ait known to ou, that
evergthing whic
manded man to
within

| com-~
do was
his reach. *I made
him wise and the heir of
heaven and earthJ and |
subordinated evergthing
under him an every livin
tl'ling flees from him an§
from his face. *
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aving received my ghcts,
Hhowever, he became an
alien, an adulterer and sin-
i |

ell me, what sort of a
TFathcr would givc an in-
heritance to his son, and
having received the money
(the son) goes away leav-
ing his father, an e~
comes an alien and in the
service of aliens. (5) The
father then, fecing that
the son has forsaken him
(and gone away), darkens
his heart and goin awa
he retrieves his wealth anA

anishes his son from his
ﬁlorg because he forsook
is father. *

ow is it that I, the won-
Hdrous and jealous God,
have given cvcr\gthing to
him, ut heJ having re-
ceived t]‘sem, became an
adulterer and sinner?

THE APOCALYPSE
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edrach said to him, You,
Master, created man;
ou know the low state o
ﬁis will and his knowledge?
and you send man into
Eunis ment on a false pre-
ext; so remove him. *Am |
alone supposed to fill the
celestial realms? #If that is
not so, Lorcl, save man
also. *Pitiful man has
transgresse& bg your will
@ Wa 115
hg do you throw words
Waroun me as if theg
Wers 2 fei Sedrach? #
created Adam and his wife
and the sun and | said,

M
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Look at each other (to
see) who is illuminated. *

nd the sun and Adam

were of one character,
but the wife of Adam was
brightcr than the moon in
beautg, and she gave life
to her. *

edrach said, What is
Sthe use of beautiful
things if theg wither away
to dust? *How is it that
you said, Lord, Do not
repay evil for evil? (10)
How is it, Master, for the
word oFgour clivinitg never
lies? *And whg di you
thus repay man, if you do
not wish (to return) evil
for evil? *I know that
among the four-footed
beasts the mule is a cranctg
animal? it is none other;
3et with the bridle we turn
it wi'xere we wish. *You have
angcls; send them to watch
(over man) and when he
makes a move toward win
hold onto his Foot, and he
will not g0 where he wants.

THE APOCALYPSE
OF SEDRACH 8

od said to him, 1f 1 hold
Ghis foot, he says. You
have given me no grace in
the world, and so i left him
to his own desires because
I loved Lﬂm and thus i sent
my righteous angels to
wgtch%im night an§ day. *

edrach said, | know t%at
Samong your own crea-~
tures, Master, you love
man F’irst; among the four-
footed creatures, the

QA 4 12,
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sheep; among trees, the
olive; among plants which

ear fruit, the vine; among,
things that HH’ the bee;
among the rivers, (the)
Jordan; among the cities,
Jerusalem. *But man also
loves all these, Master.
*God said to Sedrach

will ask you one tpﬂng,
lSedrach; if you can an-
swer me, then you have
rightl%cka”enged me, al-
tlﬂoug you have ’cemPted
your creator. ©)

edrach said, SPeak.
S*The Lord God sald,
ince | created every-

Sthing, how many PCOP%’C
have been born, and how
many have died and how
many shall die and how
many hairs do theg have?
*Te”‘j me, Sedrach} since
the heaven and the earth
have been created, how
many trees have cehnl
made in the worlclJ and how
many shall fall and how

many shall be madc, and
how many leaves do t]ﬁeg
have? *

ell me, Sedrach, since |

made the sea how man
waves have billowed, ang
how many have rolled
sligl')’clg, and how many will
arise, and how many winds
blow near the shore of the
sea? *Tell me, Sedrach,
since the creation of the
world of the ages when the
air is full of rain, how many
drops have fallen upon the
"R T e AR

fallz 10)

nd Sedrach said, You
d Aalone know all these

tl'n'ngs, I_ord; you alone are

M



C\/

acquainted with all of
thcse; | onlg beg you to
make man free from pun-
ishment, for otherwise |
mgselF am going to Punish~
ment and am not sepa-
rated from our race.

HE AROCARYRPSE
OF SEDRACH 9

nd God said to his onlg
Abegotten Sl

o, take the soul of m
Gbeloved Sedrach, ang
Put it in Paradise. *

he only begotten Son
Tsaid to Seclrach,

ive me that which our
GI:ather &eposited in the
womb of your mother in
your holy dwe”ing Place
since you were born.™*

edrach said, 1 will not
5 jve you my soul. *God
said to him,

nd why was I sent, and
Awhg dﬁl’d Neeme Eere,
and you make a Pretense
fo dine? (5 was com-
manded }39 my father not
to hesitate in taking your
soul; hence, give me your
most desired soul.

THE APOCALYPSE
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nd Sedrach said to

God, From where will
you take m soul, from
which membér? *And God
said to him,

QA The APocalQPse of Sedrach 2

o you not know that it
Dis placed in the middle
of your |ungs and your
heart and that it is spread
out to all the members? *It
is removed through the

l'margnx and |ar5n>< and
ﬁne mouth; and whenever it
is due to go out (from the
body) it is drawn with dif-
giculk”ty at the beginning
and as it comes together
from the Fingernais and
from all the members there
is, of necessity, a great
strain in being separated
from the bo Yy and de-
tached from the heart. *
hen he had heard all
Wthese things, and re-
called the memory of
death, Sedrach was very
troubled and he said to
God, ‘Logl, give me a little
while that | may cry, for |
have heard that tears ac-
comPlish much and can
become a sufficient cure

for the humble bodg of

your creatures.

PHIE AROGAINYROE
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And crging and lament-

ing he sfarted saying,
O wondrous hea , orna-
mented like heaven; O

sunlight upon heaven and
earth; our hair is known
from T%’ﬂeman, your eyes
from Bosra, your ears
from thuncler) our tongue
from buglc, ang your brain
iIs a small creation; the
head, the movement of the

Q5 I
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whole bodg, is trustworth
and very bcauthcu?,
beloved of all but as soon
as it falls in the earth it is
unrccognized. 1
hands which hold so
well, which are easily
taught and harc]-working,
through which the boclg is
fed. O hands so ade i
gathering materials, o~
St e you ornamented
ﬁouses. i} {:ingers, beau-
tified and adorned with
golcl and silver; even great
structures are made bg the
Fingers; the three {oints
stretch the Palms an thcg
gatlﬂer ood things to-
ﬁether; ut now you have
ecome strangers to this
world. (5)
Sty which walk so
well, moving by them-
selves so very c]uicui and
untiring. *O knees, thus
ioined,” without you the
Jbocl does not move; the
feetrun together with the
sun and the moon, night
and day, athering ~all
things togetﬁer, food and
rirﬁ%( which nourish the
boclg. *O feet, so swift
and well moving, stirring up
the face of the earthan
ornamenting houses with
ever goocl thing. *O gcct,
W ic%\ bear the whole
bocly, which walk straight~

way to the teml:)les,? mak-

ng repentance an
suPPIicatiné the saints,
and now su dcnlg ou are

to remain unmoved. (10)
heacl, hanc]s, and Feet,
Oti” now | have held you
fast. O soul, what placed
you in the humble and

"‘ﬂ__-’/
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wretched bodg? *Yet now,
5eParatecl from it, you as-
cend where the Lord calls
og and the veretcléecl

o oes away ror judg-
men\ltj.g*O beaughcul }JJodg,
hair shed by the stars,
head like heaven adorned.
*O face swect-sme”ing,’?
eyes like windows, a voice
m‘ze a bugle's sound, a
tongue which talks so eas-
ilg, a beard well trimmed
hair like the stars, heac1
hich as heaven, a bo y
aagornccl, the illuminator?
elegant and renowned, cils
now after Fa”ingwitl']in the
earth, your beautg be-
neath the earth is unseen.

THE APOCALYPSE
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hrist said to him, StoP
CScdraclﬁ) how |ong win
;jou shed tears and groan?
Paradise has een
opcnccl to you, and after
dgin you will live. *

edrach said to him,
Sonce more will | sPeak
to you, Lord, while 1 live,
before I die; and do not ig-
nore my suPPIication. *The
Lord said to him,

Peak, Sedrach. ()
SCAnA Sedrach said,) If
man lives eightg or ninet
or a hundre ears, ang
lives them in sin but in the
end is converted and the
man lives in repentance,
for how many dags of re-

entance do ;jou Forgive

(him) his sins? *God said
to him,

QA The APocalgpse of Sedrach &

f he returns after living
lone hundred or eig]ﬁ’cy
years and repents  for
three years ancfbears the
fruit o% righteousness and
death should reach him,
then shall | not remember
all his sins.

THE APOCALYPSE
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edrach said to himJ
SThree years are too
man\tt my Lord. *His death
erchance will arrive and
ﬁc will not fulfill his repen-
tance. *Have mercy, Lord,
upon your image and be
comPassionate, because
three years are too many.
*God said to him,
1C, after a hundred years,
a man lives and rémem-
bers his death and con-
fesses before men, and |
find him, after one year? |
will Forgive all his sins. (5)
gl  Sediac said,
ALord, I beg for your
mercy again upon your
creature; one year is much,
and his death will per-
chance arrive and sud-
clenlg snatch him away.
*The Savior said to him,
edrach, my bclovcd,
Sone question will 1 ask
you, then you can resume
your inc]uirles; if the sinner
repents for fort c{ags}
shall 1 not indeedﬂremem~
ber all the sins he has
done?

\._/D
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nd Sedrach said to the
Aarchangel Michael,
Hear me, strong Protector;
help me and intercede that
God mag be merciful to the
world. *And Fa“ing upon
their faces, theg besoug]ﬁt
God and said, Cord, teach
us in what wa and
through what rePentancc
man ma e savecl, or
what labor. *God said,

y rePentances, suPPli~
Bcations, and !iturglcs
’c]ﬁrough draining tears an

ervant groanings. *Do

you not know that my
Prophet David (was
saved) ecause of tears,

and that the rest were
saved in one moment? (5)
You lmow, Sedrach, that
there are nations which
have no law, yet fulfill the
law; they are not ba tized,
but my %ivine sPirit enters
them "and they are con-
verted to my baptism, and
| receive them with my
righteous ones in the
bosom of Abraham. *

nd there are some baP—

tized with m baptism
and anointed with my di-
vine mgrrh but theg ave
become Fuﬂ of despair and
they will not change their
ming. *Vet | await them with
much Pitfj and much rich
mercy, that theg may re-

Sl 2. &
do that which

ut theg
m divmitg hates, and
ear the wise

t]ﬁey%id not
d said,

man Wl"lO askecl an
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We in no way 'usthcy the
sinner. *Are (ou not at all
aware that 7t is written,
And those who have re-

ented will not see punish-
ment? (10) And they heard
neither the apostles nor
my word in the Gospels
and they cause sorrow to
my angels, and of a cer-

taintg in my meetings and
in m liturglcs the © infei
hee my angel an the do

not stand in m ol
churches;? they stand ang
do not Prostrate (them-
selves) in fear and trem-
b!ing but theg ronounce
long words? which neither
| nor my angels accePt.

THE APOCALYPSE
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edrach said to God,

Lord, you alone are
without sin and very merci-
ful, showin Pitﬂ and grace
to sinnersﬁvut your §ivin-
ity said,

did not come to call the
lrightcous but sinners to
rePentance. s

nd the Lord said to Se-
AN

© you not know, Se~
Ddrach that after
changing Fis mind the rob-

M
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ber was saved in one in-
stant? *Do you not know
that even my aPostle and
evangelist was saved in an
instant? [. .. but sinners
are not saved]?

ecause their hearts are
Blike decagcd stone;
theg are those who wa

along imPious ath and
who perish with the An-
tichrist. *

edrach said, My Lord,
5 9

ou also said,

y divine spirit en-
Mterccl the ' nations
which though having no
law yet do t%‘ne things of
the ?aw. (%)

owever, as the robber
Hancl the apostle and
evangelist and the rest
who have stumbled (are) in

your king&om, my Lord, in

the same manner orgjve
those who in recent dags’?
have sinned against you
Lord, because %Fc is £l 01&
toil and (is) obdurate.

THE APOCALYPSE
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he Lord said to Se-
T

made man in three stages;
lwhen he is gounggl over-

look his mistakes because

7L
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of his 5out}1; again, when
he is a man | watch over his
mind; again, when he grows
old I preserve him so that
he may rcPent, -

edrach said, Lord, you
Sknow an afci ac-
quainted with all this; yet
have compassion with sin-
ners. *The Lord said to

im,

Yy beloved Scdrach, |
Mpromise to have com-
1Eassion even less than
ortg clags as far as
twentg, and whoever re-
members your name will
not see the place of pun-
ishment but Ee will be with
the just ones in a Place of
refreshment and rest, and
the sin  of im  who
(coPies?) this admirable
sermon will not be reck-
oned for ever and ever. *

nd Sedrach said, Lord,
Aalso whoever prerorms
a |iturgg in honor of your
servant, rescue him, Lord,
from a” evil. (5) And the
servant of God, Secjrac"l,
said, Now, Master, take my
soul. *And God took him
and Put him in Paradise
with all the saints. *To him
be glor;jg and power for
evier alid efen, amen.
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