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Grand Rounds:
The $75 Million CAD Case
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James Demetrious, DC, DABCO

● Active Practice >37 years

● Diplomate, American 
Board of Chiropractic 
Orthopedists

● Diplomate, International 
Academy of 
Neuromusculoskeletal 
Medicine

Clinician
● Post-Grad. > 23 years

● NCMIC Speakers’ Bureau 
for>10 years

● Northeast College of 
Health Sciences

● PostGradDC

Educator
● Academy of Chiropractic 

Orthopedists Distinguished 
Service and Fellow Awards

● American College of 
Chiropractic Orthopedists 
Outstanding Achievement 
Award

Honors

● Over 31 Peer-Reviewed 
chiropractic journal 
articles.

● Many Contributions to 
NCMIC Examiner and 
Podcast

Publications
● Editorial Reviewer for 

journals Spine, Annals of 
Internal Medicine, and 
Clinical Anatomy

● Former Managing Editor 
of Journal of Chiropractic 
Orthopedists

Editorial Community
● Lower Cape Fear Hospice, 

Board Member

● Founder, Past-President 
Wilmington Autism Society

● Optimists Club – Safety 
Officer
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Disclosures
● Dr. Demetrious owns and operates 

PostGradDC.com, a company that offers advanced 
online post-graduate continuing education.

● Dr. Demetrious is a member of the NCMIC
Speakers’ Bureau and teaches advanced 
continuing education course work throughout the 
United States.

● Text and graphics on the following slides are 
presented for educational purposes. Meticulous 
references and attribution have been made to 
respective authors and copyright holders.

● Opinions expressed in this lecture are solely 
reflective of the instructor’s 
experience/interpretation of scientific tenets.
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Disclaimer
●The views and opinions expressed in 

this presentation are solely those of 
the author.

●Dr. Demetrious and PostGradDC do 
not set practice standards.

●We offer this only to educate and 
inform.
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Full-time D.C.s can attend an 8-hour qualifying seminar 
and receive a 5% discount for 3 consecutive years on the 
renewal of their malpractice insurance premium (2.5% 

discount for part-time D.C.s).

To receive the discount, the DC can email or fax a copy of 
their CE form to NCMIC.

NCMIC does not set practice standards. Information and 
opinions expressed are are offered as educational 

material by the lecturer.

Earn NCMIC Premium Discounts
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What is My Purpose?
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Qualified?

Dr. Demetrious was the first person to ever publish that medication can weaken the cervical arteries 
and cause strokes. His hypothesis has been initially confirmed by three independent researchers.
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What is Our Purpose?

• To do everything in our power to 
protect our patients.
• Study – CAD Certification

• To identify susceptible patients 
and those who need emergent 
medical care.
• Clinical Diligence

• To protect our families, practices, 
and profession.
• Cause and Integrity
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What is Our Purpose?

To prevent 
tragedy:
• Identify
• Refer
• Communicate
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Grand Rounds

Our Grand Rounds Format:
• Case Presentation
• Topical Considerations
• Supportive Research
• Lessons
• Interactive Discussion.
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Salient Points that Led to the Verdict…
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●Plaintiff’s attorney Shamp told jurors ER doctor Womack knew 
Buckelew had symptoms of a stroke.

●But she said he failed to tell neurologist Futrell that Buckelew had 
a chiropractic neck adjustment - which is a stroke risk - or properly 
communicate the results of imaging. 

●Shamp added Womack later altered medical records when he 
learned of Buckelew’s true condition. 

●Meanwhile, she said, radiologist Waldschmidt admitted that he 
missed seeing the stroke when examining imaging.

●Further, Shamp argued, breakdowns in communication between 
those and other defendants all led to Buckelew’s paralysis.
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The Verdict
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The Verdict

●After a 3-week trial, the jury delivered a plaintiff’s verdict in 
the amount of $75 million:
●$29 million in medical expenses;
●$46 million in non-economic damages.

●Fault:
●ER Physician – 60%;
●Radiologist – 40% - for missing the arterial blockage 

causing the stroke on images.
●Chiropractor - 0% - Amicable resolution?

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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Known/Unknown Case Bullets

20

●Male, 32 years old;
●Pre-existing risk factors?

●S/S: neck pain, headache, blurred vision, tinnitus for 
several preceding days;
●More detail? Location, character, severity of neck and 

head pain? Prior Hx? Familial Hx?
●Examination details?
●Differential diagnosis? Recommendations? Informed 

consent discussion?

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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Known/Unknown Case Bullets
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●Recumbent cervical spine adjustment with reported 
vertigo, disorientation, and subsequent patient later 
became less responsive;

●Details of chiropractic care?

●Assessment of new symptoms?
●New differential assessment/discussion?

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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Known/Unknown Case Bullets
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●Attending chiropractor called 911 and an ambulance 
transported the patient to North Fulton Medical Center:

●Appropriate referral?
●Conveyance of clinical impression and 

recommendations?
●Follow up with attending medical providers and 

patient/family?

●Documentation?

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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• Error of Commission?:
• Treatment failure:

• Excessive force?
• Incorrect or poor technique?

• Error of Omission?
• Failure to diagnose?

• Failure to identify symptoms or signs?
• Failure to identify risk factors including 

pre-existing genetic or acquired 
connective tissue disorders?

• Failure to identify arteriopathy?
• Exercised poor clinical acumen?
• Failure to refer to MD?

Cases Often Lack Vital Historic Information

By a 9-3 vote, the jury awarded her 
$1,030,900, including $380,000 in 

medical expenses and $750,000 for pain 
and suffering.
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“History taking is the single most 
important factor for detecting subtle 

symptoms of CAD.”

Chaibi A, Russell MB. A risk-benefit assessment strategy to 
exclude cervical artery dissection in spinal manual-therapy: a 

comprehensive review. Ann Med. 2019;51(2):118-127.

Listen and Observe…
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Important Considerations?
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●Pre-existing predispositions?

●Prevalence and commonality
of S/S?

●Proper examination?

●Mechanisms of injury?:

● Dissection/occlusion?;

● sPSA or Thromboemboli?;

● Coagulopathy – Heritable or 
acquired?;

●Temporal relationships?

●An impossible diagnosis? 

● Poor disclosure - despite 
best efforts?;

● The asymptomatic 
dissection?

●Standard(s) of care?

●Recommendations?

●Referral - Communication

● Informed consent?

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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Focus on Susceptibility
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● Pre-Existing Predispositions?

• Isolated mild connective tissue abnormalities in skeletal, ocular, and skin 
systems (i.e., joint hypermobility or multiple dislocations, easy bruising, 
poor wound healing, or easy bruising) are frequently observed in patients 
with spontaneous CeAD (50–96%).
• Keser et al. Cervical Artery Dissections: Etiopathogenesis and Management Vascular 

Health and Risk Management. 2022:18 685–700.
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Carotid vs. Vertebral Dissection S/S

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com 27

Carotid Artery Dissection:

● Ipsilateral neck pain or headache 
and a, 

●Partial Horner’s followed by,

●Retinal or cerebral ischemia. 

The presence of any 2 of the 3 
elements in the triad strongly 

suggests the diagnosis of carotid 
dissection.

Vertebral Artery Dissection:
●Occipito-cervical pain, which may 

be followed by a variety of 
posterior circulation ischemic 
symptoms including;

●Vertigo;
●Dysarthria; 

●Visual field deficit; 

●Ataxia, and;

●Diplopia.

Arch Neurosci. 2015 October ; 2(4): . doi:10.5812/archneurosci.26670.
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Prevalence and Commonality of S/S in the Population?
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● Headache - ages 18-44 - 18%

● Headache. 2018 Apr;58(4):496-505.

● Neck pain – 30%

● Mayo Clin Proc. n February 2015;90(2):284-299.

● Transient Visual Impairment – 34.5%

● Clin Ophthalmol. 2016; 10: 297–303.

● Tinnitus – 9.6%

● JAMA Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 2016 Oct 1; 142(10): 959–965.

● Vertigo – 20-56%

● Acta Otorhinolaryngol Ital. 2016 Jun; 36(3): 215–219.

• Nausea and Vomiting - >50%

• https://www.wikidoc.org/index.php/Nausea_and_vomiting_epidemiology_and_demographics

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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https://postgraddc.com/thromboembolis
m-stroke-demetrious-postgraddc-

chiropractic/

An Impossible Diagnosis?

Farouji I. J Emerg Trauma Shock 
2021;14:240‐2. 

29

Referral - Communication

30

●Informed Consent 
Processes

●Clear Communication
with Downstream
Providers

●Follow-Up

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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The Process of Informed Consent

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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Challenges…
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● Protect our Patients 
● Take Advanced CE

● Can Plaintiff’s Attorneys make us 
Look Foolish?

● Exceed the “Standard of Care”

● Protopathic Bias and Bad Science?

● Refute Bad Science

● Association vs. Cause?
● Define Predispositions/Apportionment

● Errors of Omission or Commission?

● Exceed the “Standard of Care”

● Asymptomatic Population?
● Identify Predispositions and S/S

● Limitations in Research:

● Be Prepared

● Temporality of Event?

● EB Causality?

● Informed Consent?

● It is a Constant Discussion and Process

● Emergent Care

● Make/Document Emergent Referrals

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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Case Reports are Weak

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com 33

● With a deficit of highly powered research, plaintiffs’ 
attorneys and expert witnesses utilize case reports 
to substantiate their claims.

● Case reports offer weaknesses that include the 
inability to generalize results or to assess causality. 
[1]

● Journals, editorial boards, authors, expert 
witnesses, plaintiff attorneys, and patients should 
refrain from assigning causality based on 
information gleaned from case reports.

1.) Lowenfels et al. Grad Med Educ (2022) 14 (5): 529–532.

33

Standard of Care

34

● The standard of care is a legal term that refers to the degree of care a prudent and 
reasonable person would exercise under the circumstances.

● Very few states have retained the locality standard…

● Note that the standard of care is not optimal care. Rather, it is a continuum, with 
barely acceptable care at one end, and the ultimate in care at the other end.

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com

34



2/6/24

18

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com 35

35

Diligence to Identify a Developing CAD…

36

●Patients may present to physicians with developing CADs.

●While rare and difficult to diagnose the developing CAD, it is vitally 
important to exert clinical diligence.

●The result of an undiagnosed CAD and resultant stroke can be 
catastrophic:
● Death

● Infarcts

● Paralysis

● Locked-in Syndrome

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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If Possible…Let’s Study Harder to Protect Our Patients…

37James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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The PostGradDC Certifications
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● We are building a series of PostGradDC Certifications

● Our coursework is approved by the American College of 
Chiropractic Orthopedists, and the International Academy 
of Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine and PACE.

● Each certification will entail 10 CE hours of designated 
coursework.

● 7 CE Hours of Recorded ONLINE coursework;

● 3 CE Hours of LIVE Grand Rounds Webinars.

The PostGradDC Certifications

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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In Development…Advanced Interactive Learning

39

● Live interactive coursework is vital to learning.

● Our PostGradDC certifications require recorded 
AND Live opportunities to learn.

Chiropractic Grand Rounds

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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Protecting patients.

Protecting your family, 
practice, and 
profession.

Professional 
development.

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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The PostGradDC CAD Certification

• Approved 
Coursework:
• ACCO
• IANM (MOC)
• NCMIC
• PACE

• Professional 
Development

• Compliance

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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Upcoming Grand Rounds Schedule
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●March 5, 2024 – VAD Due to Self Manipulation

●April 2, 2024 – Spontaneous VAD

●May 7, 2024 - Neurologic Deficits Due to VAD

Additional live qualifying CAD classes will be 
available at the end of the year.

The First Tuesday of the Month at 8PM EST

James Demetrious, DC, DABCO - PostGradDC.com
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PostGradDC.com

43

Thank you!
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