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Quote for Reflection 

 
 

We believe that the consecration of Jesus was the ripe fruit of a lifelong process, the earliest stage of which was indicated 
in the question put to His mother in the temple; and the last in His sublime words in Gethsemane, “Not My will, but 
Thine be done.” —William Garden Blaikie 

 
 

 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 

Gospel Invitation—John 8:12 
 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.” 

 
Sung Response—O Splendor Of God’s Glory Bright, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Ambrose of Milan, 4th Century, tr. Robert Bridges, 1899;  
Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, Michael Praetorious, 1609. 
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Call to Worship—Psalm 95:1-2; Isaiah 60:1-3 
 

Pastor:   Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 
All:  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with 

songs of praise! 
 
Reader 1:  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 
Reader 2:  For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples. 
 
All:    But the Lord will arise upon us, and His glory will be seen upon us. 
 
Pastor:   Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

 
Congregational Hymn—As With Gladness, Men Of Old 
 

 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1860, Music: DIX, Konrad Kocher, 1838, arr. William H. Monk, 1861. 
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As With Gladness Men Of Old

Text: William Dix, 1860; Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1838, arr. William Monk, 1861.
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God 
particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a 
specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

	

Congregational Psalm—Alleluia! How Blest The Man (Psalm 112) 
	

	
	

Text: Psalm 112:1-4, 6-8, 10, The Psalter of the United Presbyterian Church, 1887, alt. Henry C. Haffner 2018; 
Music: POTTSVILLE, Henry C. Haffner, 2018. 

 

Scripture Reading—Revelation 21:22-27 
 

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has 
no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light 
will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut 
by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But 
nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb's book of life. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia! How Blest The Man—Psalm 112

Text: The Psalter of the United Presbyterian Church, 1887, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2018;
Music: POTTSVILLE, Henry C. Haffner, 2018.
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Congregational Hymn—Light Of The Anxious Heart 
 

 
 

Text: Bernard of Clairvaux, 12th century. tr. J. H. Newman, 1836; Music: SELMA, Robert A. Smith, 1825. 

 
Reading of the Word—Luke 2:40-52 
 

And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him. 41 Now His 
parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when He was twelve years old, they 
went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing Him to be in the group they went a day's 
journey, but then they began to search for Him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did 
not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for Him. 46 After three days they found Him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him 
were amazed at His understanding and His answers. 48 And when His parents saw Him, they were astonished. 
And His mother said to Him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, Your father and I have been 
searching for You in great distress.” 49 And He said to them, “Why were you looking for Me? Did you not 
know that I must be in My Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that He spoke to them. 
51 And He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And His mother 
treasured up all these things in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
 

Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Text: Bernard of Clairvaux, 12th century, Tr. John Henry Newman, 1836; Music: SELMA, Robert Archibald Smith, 1825.
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Sung Response—O Splendor Of God’s Glory Bright, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text: Ambrose of Milan, 4th Century, tr. Robert Bridges, 1899;  
Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, Michael Praetorious, 1609. 

 
Sermon—A Growing Boy 

—Pastor, James Crampton 
 
 
 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—based on Hebrews 5:9-13 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. Although Jesus was a son, He learned obedience through what He 
suffered. And being made perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 
being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

 
All:   But we have become dull of hearing. 
 
Pastor:  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic 

principles of the oracles of God. 
 
All:  We need milk, not solid food, for we are unskilled in the word of righteousness, since we are 

like children. 
 
 (Silent prayers of confession) 
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Sung Response—Kyrie 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: Nathan George & Henry C. Haffner, 2012. 
 
Assurance of Pardon—Hebrews 2:14-17; Matthew 11:28 
 

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, [Christ] Himself likewise partook of the same things, 
that through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all 
those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. For surely it is not angels that He helps, but 
He helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore He had to be made like His brothers in every respect, so that 
He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins 
of the people. 

 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  He says to us, “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastor:  Amen. 

 

Sung Response—Fivefold Amen 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: Traditional African-American spiritual, arr. Nelsie T. Johnson, 1988. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 

Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, 
and we join our voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven 
in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 
 

Congregational Hymn—The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 
 

 
 

Text: Ancient Greek hymn, tr. John Brownlie, 1907; Music: MORNING SONG, Elkanah Kelsay Dare, Kentucky Harmony, 1816. 
 

Congregational Hymn—Fairest Lord Jesus 
 

 
 

Text: Gesangbuch, Münster 1677, tr. 1850, 1873; Music: CRUSADER’S HYMN (ST. ELIZABETH), Silesian Folk song, Leipzig, 1842. 
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The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
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Fairest Lord Jesus

Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677;
tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1873

CRUSADER'S HYMN (ST. ELIZABETH)
Silesian Folk Song, 1842 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our lives and callings. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Congregational Hymn—Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 

 
 

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867; Music: ST. DENIO, Traditional Welsh melody. 
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Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Isaiah 60:19-20 
 

The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give you light; but the Lord 
will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. Your sun shall no more go down, nor your 
moon withdraw itself; for the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be 
ended. Amen. 

	
Sung Response—O Splendor Of God’s Glory Bright, Vs. 5 
 

 
 

Text: Ambrose of Milan, 4th Century, tr. Robert Bridges, 1899;  
Music: PUER NOBIS NASCITUR, Michael Praetorious, 1609. 
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Worship Notes: 
 

Light has been a consistent motif found in Christmas celebrations throughout history. From the legend of St. Lucy’s 
candle headdress which enlivens the winter solstice in Scandinavia, to the “star singer” processions of central Europe 
where children re-enact the visit of the Magi while singing hymns, these images point to Christ as “the true light” (John 
1:9) and “a light for revelation to the gentiles” (Luke 2:32). On this Epiphany Sunday service (the feast which follows 
the traditional twelve days of Christmas), many of the scriptures and hymns reflect these themes as well. Isaiah 60 
announces that our light has come to the nations, while Revelation 21 looks forward to the day when “there will be no 
night.” We describe God as the “Father of Light” (Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise), and the psalmist encourages 
us that “Light to the upright shall arise, though he in darkness be” (Alleluia! How Blest The Man—Psalm 112). We 
confess that Jesus is the “Light of the anxious heart” and the "Light of light, light's living spring," who shines brighter 
than “all the twinkling starry host” (Light Of The Anxious Heart; O Splendor Of God's Glory Bright; Fairest Lord Jesus). 
As we begin a new year, with all the anticipation and excitement that attend it, I pray that, as wise men hailed the 
guiding light of the star to Bethlehem, “so, most gracious Lord, may we ever more be led to Thee.” —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:    Child, Grew, Temple, Father’s House, Wisdom, Favor 
Keystone Verse:  And He said to them, “Why were you looking for Me? Did you not know that I must be in My 

Father's house?” (Luke 2:49) 
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