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_ TOPOFTHE _ STAFFHIDING AS FIGHTING UNFOLDED OVERNIGHT: AL SHIFA SURGEON
WORLD

AS FRONT-RUNNING RULING PARTY DECRIED BEIJING INTERFERENCE
TATWAN OPP TO CONTEST POLLS ON JOINT TICKET

Taiwans two main opposition parties, which have vowed to renew talks with China, agreed Wednesday
to make a decision on a joint presidential ticket for January’s elections, as the front-running ruling party
decried interference from Beijing. The issue of China looms over the January 13 elections. REUTERS

AN INVESTIGATION BY THE INDIAN EXPRESS
WITH INTERNATIONAL CONSORTIUM OF
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS - PART TWO

US House Speaker
Mike Johnson

UNITED STATES
House passes
spending Bill to
avert shutdown

Washington: The USHouse
of Representatives passed
a temporary spending bill
thatwould averta govern-
ment shutdown, with sup-
port fromboth parties. The
legislation, which extends
funding through January,
now heads to the Senate.
The 336-95 vote wasawin
for House Speaker Mike
Johnson, who faced down
opposition from some of
his fellow Republicans, in
the first consequential vote
of his tenure. The Senate
and Republican-controlled
House must enact legisla-
tion that President Joe
Biden cansigninto law be-
fore funding for federal
agencies expires at mid-
night on Friday. REUTERS

BANGLADESH
General polls to
take place on
January /

Dhaka: Bangladesh will
hold the much-awaited
general elections on
January 7, the chief elec-
tion commissioner an-
nounced on Wednesday,
amidstviolent protests by
the Opposition BNP and
its allies demanding a
non-party interim govern-
ment to conduct transpar-
ent polls. Chief Election
Commissioner  Kazi
Habibul Awal announced
the dates of the elections
during an address to the
nation that was telecast
live - the first such an-
nouncement in the his-
tory of Bangladesh. PTI

MYANMAR
Dozensofjunta
forces surrender,
held: Insurgents

Naypyidaw: Dozens of
members of the
Myanmar security forces
have surrendered or been
captured, a rebel group
said on Wednesday, as a
coordinated offensive by
insurgent groups battling
the junta gathers pace in
several parts of the coun-
try. Atleast 28 policemen
gave up their weapons
and surrendered to the
Arakan Army (AA), while
10 soldiers were arrested,
said the armed group
which is fighting for au-
tonomy in Rakhine State
in the west of Myanmar.
A curfew has been im-
posed in Rakhine State
capital Sittwe, where mil-
itary tanks have been
sighted, the administra-
tion there said. REUTERS

IRAQ
Topcourtrules
tooust Speaker,
rival lawmaker

Baghdad: Iraq’s top court
ruled Tuesday that speaker
and a rival lawmaker
should be ousted from
Parliament, after a feud be-
tween the two. The Federal
Supreme Court said it de-
cided to terminate Speaker
Mohammed al-Halbousi’s
membershipinthe House
along withlawmaker Laith
al-Dulaimi. It did not elab-
orate onwhyitwasissuing
the decision. Halbousi
called the ruling unconsti-
tutional, while his party
said its members would
protest the verdict by
withdrawing from key po-
sitionsin governmentand
the Parliament. AP

Israel: Uncovered
weapons, terror
infra inside after
killing gunmen

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
GAZA,NOVEMBER 15

ISRAELI TROOPS entered Gaza's
biggest hospital on Wednesday
and were searching its rooms
and basement, witnesses said,
culminating a days-long siege
that caused global alarm over the
fate of civilians trapped inside.

Al Shifa hospital in Gaza City
has become the main target of the
ground operation by Israeli forces,
who say Hamas fighters have the
“beating heart” of their opera-
tionsinaheadquartersin tunnels
beneath it, which Hamas denies.

Israel said its troops uncov-
ered unspecified weapons and
“terror infrastructure” inside the
hospital compound after killing
fighters in a clash outside. Once
inside, they said there had been
no fighting and no friction with
civilians, patients or staff.

The military released photos
of a soldier standing beside card-
board boxes marked “medical
supplies” and “baby food” in
English, at alocation Reuters veri-
fied was inside grounds. Other
photos showed Israeli troops in
tactical formation walking past
makeshift tents and mattresses.

World attention has been fo-
cused on the fate of hundreds of
patients trapped inside without
power to operate basic medical
equipment, and thousands of
displaced civilians who had
sought shelter there. Gaza offi-
cials say many patients including
three newborn babies died inre-
centdaysasaresultof Israel's en-
circlement of the facility.

“We can confirm that incuba-
tors, baby food and medical sup-
plies brought by IDF tanks from
Israel have successfully reached
the Shifa hospital. Our medical
teams and Arabic speaking sol-
diers are on the ground to ensure
that these supplies reach those in
need,” the Israeli military said.

Dr Ahmed El Mohallalati, a
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Israeli troops enter Gaza City
hospital, search room by roo
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Medics move a patient through the smoke-filled corridors inside Al Shifa hospital after an Israeli raid on Wednesday. Reuters

DEATH, DESTRUCTION

ISRAEL : PALESTINE
TOTAﬂ DEAD
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5,400+ | 20,000+

surgeon, told Reuters by phone
that staff were in hiding as the
fighting unfolded overnight. The
sound of what he described as
“continuous shooting from the
tanks” could be heard in the
background as he spoke.
Another witness, reached by
phone, said tanks had entered
the compound at 3:00 am. The
Israeli troops dismounted and
spread out in the yard, and be-
gan searching the basementand
entering buildings. REUTERS

Qatar seeking a deal to release
50 hostages and three-day truce

ANDREW MILLS & AHMED
MOHAMED HASSAN
CAIRO, DOHA,NOVEMBER 15

QATARI MEDIATORS were on
Wednesday seeking to negotiate
adeal between Hamas and Israel
that includes the release of
around 50 civilian hostages from
Gazain exchange for a three-day
ceasefire, an official briefed on
the negotiations told Reuters.

The deal, under discussion,
which has been coordinated
with the US, would also see Israel
release some Palestinian women
and children from Israeli jails and
increase the amount of human-
itarian aid allowed into Gaza, the
official said.

Amid strain in ties, Xi and Biden
head to summit in San Francisco

AAMER MADHANI
& COLLEENLONG
SAN FRANCISCO,NOVEMBER 15

PRESIDENTS JOE Biden and Xi
Jinping head into their big meet-
ing at a country estate on
Wednesday hoping to stabilise
US-Chinarelations after a period
of tumult, but the US president
also is prepared to confront his
counterpart on difficult issues
such as trade, Beijing’s burgeon-
ing relationship with Iran and
human rights concerns.

The two leaders, who will
meet on the sidelines of a sum-
mit of Asian-Pacific leaders, last
spoke a year ago. Since then, al-
ready fraught ties between the

The two are meeting on the
sidelines of a summit of
Asian-Pacific leaders. File

two nations have been further
strained by the US downing of a
Chinese spy balloon that had tra-
versed the continental US and
over differences on the self-ruled
island of Taiwan, China’s hack-

ing of a Biden official’s emails
and other incidents.

The outcome of the talks be-
tween two leaders who have
known each other for decades
could have far-reaching implica-
tions for an anxious world that
is grappling with global eco-
nomic cross currents from the
pandemic, wars in the Middle
East and Europe, upcoming elec-
tions in Taiwan and more.

The two presidents are in
California for the annual Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation fo-
rum, but they will be meeting
one-on-one at Filoli Estate, a
country house and museum
about 40 km south of San
Francisco, according to three sen-
jor administration officials. AP

Posters of Hamas hostages
on window of a museum. AP

It would mark the biggest re-
lease in hostages held by Hamas
since the Palestinian militant
group burst over the Gaza bor-
der, attacked parts of Israel and
took hostages into the enclave.

Hamas has agreed to the gen-

eral outlines of this deal, but
Israel has not and it is still nego-
tiating the details, the official said.
It is not known how many
Palestinian women and children
Israel would release from its jails
as part of pact under discussion.
The scope of the Qatari-led ne-
gotiations has changed in recent
weeks, but the fact that the talks
are now focused on the release of
50 prisoners in exchange for a
three-day truce and that Hamas
has agreed to outline of the deal
have not been reported before.
Such a deal would require
Hamas handing over a complete
list of remaining living civilian
hostages held in Gaza.
There was no response from
Israeli officials. REUTERS

UK top court: Can’t send
asylum seekers to Rwanda

MICHAEL HOLDEN
&SAMTOBIN
LONDON,NOVEMBER15

BRITAIN'S SUPREME Court ruled
Wednesday that government's
scheme to send asylum seekers
to Rwanda was unlawful, dealing
a blow to PM Rishi Sunak before
polls expected next year.

Under the plan, Britain in-
tended to send tens of thousands
of asylum seekers whoarrived on
its shores without permission to
the East African countryinabid to
deter migrants crossing Channel
from Europe in small boats.

But the top court unanimously
ruled migrants could not be sent
toRwandabecauseit could notbe
considered a safe third country.

The Rwanda scheme was the
central plank of Sunak's immi-
gration policy as he prepares to
face an election next year, amid
concern among some voters
about the numbers of asylum
seekers arriving in small boats.

The ruling sparked an angry
response from some lawmakers
in the right wing of his party, who
said the government should con-
sider pulling out of the European
Convention on Human Rights,
even though the court made
clear its decision was based on a
number of laws and treaties, and
not the Convention alone.

The ruling had taken on even
greater political significance in
recent days after Sunak sacked
his Interior Minister Suella
Braverman. REUTERS

Chelsea FC could

m face action over

secret payments,
experts warn

Four leading sports lawyers said that
transactions uncovered in Cyprus
Confidential documents may have
broken UK league rules

Leaked files revealed payments by Roman Abramovich, who
funded the club, may have breached strict rules. Reuters file

NEIL WEINBERG
NOVEMBER 15

CHELSEA FOOTBALL Club faces
fresh questions over how previ-
ous owner Roman Abramovich
funded the club, after leaked files
revealed secret payments that
may have breached strict foot-
ball rules, including those on “fi-
nancial fair play.”

Experts said the transactions,
uncovered by The Guardian and
other media partners as part of
the ICIJ and Paper Trail Media-
led Cyprus Confidential investi-
gation, could lead to the Premier
League imposing punishments
on Chelsea.

The payments came to light
thanks to reporting on a huge
trove of leaked offshore records
shared with ICIJ] and The
Guardian by Distributed Denial
of Secrets.

Beneficiaries reportedly in-
clude the agent of star player
Eden Hazard, an associate of ti-
tle-winning manager Antonio
Conte, and Chelsea FC officials.

The files reveal adecade-long
pattern of payments worth tens
of millions of British pounds,
routed through offshore vehicles
belonging to Abramovich and
apparently omitted from
Chelsea’s financial accounts.

Four leading sports lawyers
told The Guardian that the pay-
ments may have broken UK
league rules on financial fair play,
or FFP, aimed at preventing reck-
less spending that might put a
club’s future at risk.

The rules have also been
adapted in response to a trend of
wealthy benefactors, such as
Abramovich, skewing competi-
tion by pouring own cash into
clubs to buy success, a practice
one former Premier League man-
ager dubbed “financial doping.”

The Premier League is already
investigating Chelsea’s finances,
after the West London club’s new
owners voluntarily reported that
“incomplete financial informa-
tion” had been submitted during
Abramovich'’s tenure.

£140mn

Roman Abramovich bought
Chelsea for areported £140
mn ($170 million) in 2003 and
flooded the clubwith cashina
relentless push for success.

Roman Abramovich bought
Chelsea for areported £140 mil-
lion (about $170 million)in 2003
and flooded the club with cash
in arelentless push for success.

The “Roman Empire,” as some
fans dubbed it, fell only after
Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022,
and Abramovich was subse-
quently sanctioned by the UK.
and EU, forcing him to sell the club.

The sports lawyers that re-
viewed the Cyprus Confidential
records for The Guardian said
transactions documented in the
files may have covered costs that
should have counted toward
Chelsea’s spending limits, effec-
tively allowing the club to spend
more than it was permitted to.

They said some of the trans-
actions may also have broken
Premier League rules that re-
quire the submission of accurate
accounts and a provision de-
manding that clubs act in good
faith, as well as Football
Association rules requiring dis-
closure of payments to agents.

The FA is the governing body
for soccer in England.

The files also suggest that
Abramovich secretly bankrolled
efforts, ultimately unsuccessful,
to overturn the FFP rules through
the courts, The Guardian re-
ported. The infractions could
prompt the Premier League to
impose punishments on
Chelsea, such as a point deduc-
tion, experts said.

Football authorities can
deduct points from a team’s
overall points tally for rule
breaches following independent
commission rulings.

Abramovich’s representa-
tives did not return requests for
comment. IClJ

INTERPOL BEGAN TO IDENTIFY 22 WOMEN FOUND DEAD OVER THE YEARS, LEADING TOo OVER 1,000 Trps. Now, ONE HAS A NAME

Woman killed in Belgium 31 yrs ago identified by her flower tattoo

DERRICKBRYSONTAYLOR
NOVEMBER15

A BRITISH woman who was
killed in Belgium 31 years ago
was identified this week thanks
to an international campaign
that began earlier this year to
identify nearly two dozen
women who were found dead
across Europe, officials said.

The case dates to June 1992,
when the body of awoman, given
the nickname “the woman with
the flower tattoo” by investiga-
tors, was found pushed against a
grate in ariver in Belgium.

She appeared to have been
killed violently, according to de-
tails released this spring by the

Epﬂper..ne'ss.cnm

International Criminal Police
Organisation, known as Interpol.

The woman'’s most identifi-
able feature was a flower tattoo
with “R’Nick” written under-
neath. At the time, the authori-
ties had hoped her tattoo would
jog someone’s memory.

They were right.

Interpol began Operation
Identify Me in May, sharing
gruesome details of 22 women
found in Belgium, Germany and
the Netherlands. All of the cases,
which are not thought to be con-
nected, have remained unsolved
for years, some for decades, de-
spite extensive investigations.

Publicity surrounding the
campaign led to more than 1,000
tips, Interpol said in a statement

on Tuesday. One tip came from
a person in Britain who recog-
nized the flower tattoo on the
news as belonging to a relative.

The family, who were not
identified publicly, traveled to
meet investigatorsin Belgiumand
formally identified the woman,
now known to be Rita Roberts,
through “distinguishing personal
identifiers,” Interpol said.

“The news was shocking and
heartbreaking,” Roberts’s family
said in a statement. “Our pas-
sionate, loving and free-spirited
sister was cruelly taken away.
There are no words to truly ex-
press the grief we felt at that
time, and still feel today.”

The family said that while the
news had been difficult to

M Interpol began Operation
Identify Me in May, sharing
gruesome details of 22
women found in Belgium,
Germany and Netherlands.
All of the cases, which are
not thought to be linked,
have remained unsolved for
years, some for decades,
despite extensive probes.

B The campaign gained
attention this spring in part
because details from alerts
issued to the police about
unidentified bodies, were
made public for the first
time on Interpol’s website.

Rita Roberts, a British
woman found dead in
Belgium more than
three decades ago,
was recently
identified. NYT

process, the cross-border collab-
oration had given a “missing girl
back her identity and enabled
the family to know sheis at rest.”
“After 31 years, an unidenti-
fied murdered woman has been
given her name back and some
closure has been brought to her
family,” Jiirgen Stock, the secre-
tary general of Interpol, saidina
statement. “Such cases under-
line the vital need to connect po-
lice worldwide, especially when
missing persons are involved.”
Roberts’s case remains active.
The authorities in Belgium have
asked the public for any informa-
tion on events around her death.
The Operation Identify Me
campaign gained attention this
springin part because details from

each “black notice,” alerts issued
to the police worldwide seeking
information about unidentified
bodies, were released to the pub-
lic for first time on their website.

The notices present various
types of victim information, and
no two cases are alike. The oldest
case dates back nearly 47 years,
and the most recent is from 2019.
Some cases have more details
than others, and a cause of death
is not always known.

“We've got to remember that
these victims, these women,
they’ve become victims twice,”
Susan Hitchin, the coordinator of
Interpol’s DNA unit, said earlier
this year. “They’'ve been murdered
and then also their identity has
beentaken fromthem.”  NYT
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MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 15

THE BEND would have made
David Beckham, watching
from the grandstand, proud.
When it left Mohammed
Shami’s hand, the ball began on
atrajectory just outside the off-
stump. Then, without any
warning, it suddenly started to
dip in. Tom Latham, who had
been on the pitch just for two
minutes, was beaten. The ball
crashed into the batsman’s
pad. Noone, not even the bats-
man, waited for the umpire to

‘Th1s one chance we
didn’t want to let go’

raise his finger.

The wicket brought the sta-
dium, gripped by anxiety, back
tolife, ended any hope of a New
Zealand fightback, and put
India on course for what even-
tually was a comprehensive
70-run win in the semi-final of
the World Cup. They will now
face the winner of the second
semi-final between Australia
and South Africain Sunday’s fi-
nal in Ahmedabad.

Shami ended with seven
wickets and a bunch of records.
Like Virat Kohli, who became
the first Indian to score 50 ODI

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

INDIA BEATNEW ZEALAND TO ENTER FINAL

Set Sunday Stage

Shami’s 7/57,Kohli’s 50th century script famous win at Wankhede

WINNING MOMENTS
Mohammed Shami
took seven wickets;

Virat Kohli celebrates
his 50th century at
Wankhede Stadium

in Mumbai. P11

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 15

THERE WAS the leap, the roar
and the emotion-draining
sinking to his knees before
Virat Kohli made the gesture
that brought the biggest roar
from the packed stands: he
raised his hands,and bowed to
Sachin Tendulkar, who clapped
from the stands.

He then blew a Kkiss to his
wife, and had regained his con-
trol by then, enough to even
wink at someone on the field.
The 50th ODI hundred shone

FULL COVERAGE
PAGE 19

'y

It feels like a dream,
too good to be true’

with Kohli’s impeccable sense
of timing: at Tendulkar's home
ground, under the master’s
gaze, from flesh-and-blood as
well as the statue, in a World
Cup semifinal with his family
and the cricketing world, in-
cluding Viv Richards, watching.
Befittingly, the hundred
came up with a shot that had
disappeared for a while — the
signature swat-flick, one of the
great shots of modern-day
cricket. A short while later,
Kane Williamson came and en-
veloped Kohli with a big hug
that said much about their
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

AN INVESTIGATION BY THE INDIAN EXPRESS
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From Down Under to

Switzerland via Dubai,
Pankaj Oswal, wife hit
a hurdle in Cyprus

Couple closed company meant to develop petroleum
refinery in Cyprus after obtaining Cypriot passports

Before his downfall,
Cox & Kings promoter
Peter Kerkar sealed
$5-million loan pacts

CONFIDENTIAL

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

THE TALK of town recently for
moving into one of the 10 most
expensive houses in
Switzerland, India-born Cypriot
business couple Radhika and
Pankaj Oswal failed to open a
bank account to operationalise a
company set up in 2017 for de-
veloping a petroleum refinery in
Cyprus. The couple obtained
Cypriot passports in 2018 but
closed the company, Cyprol
Limited, in 2019.

These are part of records of
offshore corporate service
providers such as ConnectedSky
Legal & Corporate Consultants
Limited of Cyprus, accessed as
part of a global investigation by
The Indian Express with the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists (ICI)).

In their submissions to
Hellenic Bank and Bank of

CONTINUEDONPAGE 12

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

NEARLY Ayear before the begin-
ning of the downfall of Cox &
Kings and its promoter Ajay Ajit
Peter Kerkar, Kerkar’s UK-based
firmreached agreements for two
loans totalling $5-million in
November 2018 — $2 million
from Nicosia-based Global
Aerospace Limited, owned by
Israeli investor Eliyahu Allalouf,
who carries a Greek passport;
and $3 million from another
company called the Alyo Group.

The Cyprus Confidential data
show that Prometheon
Enterprise Limited (PEL), a UK-
based subsidiary of Cox & Kings,
approved a loan of $3 million
from Alyo Group and $2 million
from Cyprus firm Global
Aerospace.

The High Court of Justice,
London ordered winding up of

After states protest,
NMC suspends decision
on capping MBBS seats

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

. In MP’s Ahra jpur, gettmg mlgrants to vote among top CONcerns
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changing the position of his
study table to catch the natural
light from the window, Anil talks
about this dream — to be-
come a doctor.

"[want to become an
orthopaedic and serve
my people. This area des-
perately needs at least

PARVEEN KDOGRA
ALIRAJPUR,NOVEMBER 15

HIS MORNING starts with the
call of his rooster. He quickly gets
up to take the cattle out to graze
inanearby jungle, as his parents
leave for work in the family's

trict of Jhabua in 2008, Alirajpur
serves as the last signpost of
Madhya Pradesh in the south-

west. Bordering Gujarat,
it is famous for its Noor
Jahan mangoes, Rajwada
fort, the remains of a
British-era  'Victoria
Bridge' and for being the

fields in Bhavraarea,in Madhya  basic health infrastruc- DEZ%%’N birthplace of freedom
Pradesh’s Alirgjpur district.It'sa  ture and services," says ~MADHYA- fighter and martyr
hand-to-mouthlife, but 17-year- ~ Anil, who studies at PRADESH  Chandrashekhar Azad.
old Anil Bedia dreams big. Jawahar Navodaya Alirajpur, with almost
Combating the frequent School for talented studentsin  90%ofits population tribal, mainly
power cuts and a single-phase  Alirajpur. Bhil, also enjoys another distinc-

dim power supply, constantly

mpar..ney.ass.cﬂm

Carved out of the tribal dis-

tion. Located around 200 km from

18]

Alirajpur is Madhya Pradesh’s second poorest district. Express

THREE MONTHS after its an-
nouncement, the National
Medical Commission (NMC), the
country's apex medical educa-
tion regulator, has suspended its
decision to limit the number of
MBBS seats to 100 per 10 lakh
population in every state — a
move that would have otherwise
barred all five southern states
from increasing their medical
seat capacity for the next aca-
demic session (2024-25).
The development, announced
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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E protest by

o @ states
THE PRESCRIBED limit of

100 seats per 10 lakh popu-
lation would have allowed
addition of 40,000 more
seats, but only in states like
Bihar and Jharkhand,
where there is over 70% de-
ficiency. This led to a back-
lash from states that have
already exceeded the seats-
to-population ratio, includ-
ing all five southern states.
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In letter to Global Aerospace
Ltd, Kerkar says ‘lama
sophisticated businessman’

PELon December 3,2020, accord-
ing to the UK Company registry.
Kerkar is currently in a
Mumbai jail and faces a slew of
cases being probed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
CONTINUEDONPAGE 12
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Behind killing of airhostess, 3 kin in
Udupi: ‘Obsessed’ alrhne colleague

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 15

AN “OVERLY possessive” cabin
crew member working with Air
India was behind the stabbing
spree in Karnataka’s Udupi that
lefta trainee airhostess and three
members of her family dead, po-
lice said Wednesday.

Aynaz Mohammed (21), a
trainee airhostess with Air India,
her mother Haseena M (47),

the state's economic capital
Indore, it is ranked by the NITI
Aayog as MP's second poorestand
most deprived district in the
Multidimensional Poverty Index.
Its literacy rate is 37%, against the
state's average of 70.06%.

As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announces the country's
biggest tribal mission, for most
in Alirajpur, accessing schemes
remains a challenge.

Migration to Gujarat

Shankar Tadwal, a social
worker with the Khedut

Praveen Chougule held for
killing Aynaz in Udupi

elder sister Afnan (23) and
brother Aseem (14) were
stabbed to death at their home

Mazdoor Chetna Sangath
(KMCS), a trade union of
Alirajpur’s Bhil tribals set up in
1984, says the districtis now full
of the aged and the very young.
“All adults are in Gujarat toil-
ing to earn a livelihood. Go and
see the buses departing from the
Alirajpur bus stand to South
Gujarat (over 210 km away).
Over 200 people crowd into a
56-seater bus,” Tadwal says.
There are at least 50 points
along the border between
Jhabua and Alirajpur and Gujarat
from where buses and other ve-

N

inNejaru village on the morning
of November 12 by an assailant
who arrived around 9 am and
left within 15 minutes.

On Wednesday, police in
Udupi announced that 39-year-
old Praveen Arun Chougule —a
married man with children —
was behind the murders.

"We obtained leads onasus-
pect and yesterday the Udupi
police took Chougule into cus-
tody from Kudachi police limits.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

hicles leave every hour for differ-
ent towns of Gujarat.

"The issue of child labour is
even more serious. One can see
children travelling to Gujarat in
school dress! Our government is
just a mute spectator,” adds
Tadwal, who has filed a petition
in the Supreme Court alleging
exploitation of workers from MP
in Gujarat.

Close to polling date on
November 17, Alirajpur’s huge
migrant populationisleading to
apprehensions of low voting; in

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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‘Splinter group’
of AMU students

and alumni under
watch for ‘IS links’

ATS says 1 AMU student, 5 alumni held;
varsity claims not officially informed yet

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 15

A“SPLINTER group” formed from
an organisation named Students
of Aligarh Muslim University
(SAMU), which comprises former
and present students of Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU), is “on
the radar” of the Anti Terrorist
Squad (ATS) of the UP Police over
the group’s alleged ISIS links, offi-
cers said on Wednesday.

However, AMU authorities
claimed on Wednesday that they
have “no information” about any
organisation named SAMU.

Over the past few days, the
ATS claimed to have arrested six
members of this splinter group —
including five former and one cur-
rent student of AMU. Three each
among those arrested hail from
Aligarh and Sambhal and one is
from Chhattisgarh, ATS sources
said. They added that of these, one
person - arrested from Sambhal
- has no AMU connection.

Police claimed that during
questioning, six of the arrested
persons claimed to be part of a
group (SAMU), formed around
two years ago to “promote Islam
as well as social services.”

The agency, however, claims
that a “sub-group” was formed
and soon started planning “anti-
national activities” by allegedly af-
filiating with ISIS. “The splinter
group did not snap their associa-
tion with SAMU,” said a senior po-

lice officer.

When contacted, Additional
Director General, ATS, Mohit
Agarwal said on Wednesday, “Six
of the arrested persons are asso-
ciated with SAMU. A probe is on
and the role of several other sus-
pects are being looked into.”

AMU proctor Waseem Al said
on Wednesday, “We have a stu-
dents’ union...elections for which
have not taken place since 2018.
So, the term of its office-bearers
ended after one year. We have
never heard of any organisation
named 'Students of Aligarh
Muslim University' existing here.”

Ali added that neither the UP
Police nor the ATS have so far
shared any details about the ar-
rested persons or “verified the cre-
dentials of the arrested persons
with us.” “We came to know
about the arrests through media
reports,” he added.

According to ATS officers, the
arrested persons told them that
several former and current AMU
students joined the group (SAMU)
owing toits “popularity” on social
mediaand “word of mouth”. They
claimed thatin the past twoyears,
around 2,500 persons joined the
SAMU and used to hold meetings
at different places in Aligarh for
various causes, officers said.

“These radicalised persons
were regularly looking for like-
minded people. They were dis-
tributing literature on ISIS. They
were also collecting arms and am-
munition,” said an officer.
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‘It feels like a dream, too good to be true’

relationship.

“The great man (Tendulkar)
just congratulated me. It feels
like a dream. Too good to be true.
Sachin paaji was there in the
stands. It's very difficult for me
to express it. My life partner, my
hero — he's sitting there. And all
these fans at the Wankhede,”
Kohli said after the ton.

Overtaking Tendulkar and
getting to ODI hundred No. 50 is
akin to climbing the Everest, but
what's really astonishing about
Kohli’s feat is this: he isn’t a ge-
nius like Tendulkar was, he isn’t
as technically sound as Rahul
Dravid, heisn’t as explosive as M
S Dhoni, he doesn’t possess the
audacious arsenal of Rohit
Sharma. But Kohli, the ODI bats-
man, is the amalgamation of
them all. Unsurprisingly, the
whole s greater than the sum of
its parts.

[t was Tendulkar who set the
template for ODI batting. But
there have been many times
when he hasn’t managed to do
what Kohli does these days —
finish a game. At times, the man
who bore one of the harshest
match pressures on his shoul-
ders did wilt.

Some criticised him then, but
it doesn’t take in the ecosystem
of Indian cricket, and its history.
Without Tendulkar, there
wouldn’t be Kohli. It’s an organic
evolution. Without Kohli to fol-

low up, Tendulkar’s lineage
wouldn’t be complete. It was
Tendulkar who kickstarted the
ODI batting revolution in the
truest sense. Post that, Kohli has
overseen the evolution.

It was the occasion for even
Tendulkar to feel nostalgic.

“The first time [ met you in
the Indian dressing room, you
were pranked by other team-
mates into touching my feet.
couldn’t stop laughing that day.
But soon, you touched my heart
with your passion and skill. Iam
so happy that that young boy has
grown into a ‘Virat’ player,” he
said.

“Icouldn’tbe happier thatan
Indian broke my record. And to
doitonthe biggest stage —in the
World Cup semifinal — and at
my home ground is the icing on
the cake,” he said.

Kohli's game sense has been
impeccable, in this semifinal as
well. Williamson was shuffling
his bowlers in mini-spells and
whenever he got the big guns on,
Kohli would pounce early to set
the tone.

In the 29th over, when Trent
Boult came back to bowl, Kohli
ran down the track to smash him
for aboundary and bring up the
200 for the team. In the 30th
over, when Tim Southee was
brought on, Kohli came on strike
for the second ball of the over,
and yet again, went down the

track, waiting to drag-flick the
slower one into the wide long-
on stands. Boult and Southee
were the big challenges, and
Kohli took it upon himself to
puncture them.

There is another late
Tendulkar trait that is now
creeping into Kohli, especially
seen in this World Cup. There is
anapparent sense of ease and a
sense of inevitability to most of
his knocks. Right through this
tournament, Kohli has been at
his least intense while batting.
He is often seen chatting with
the wicketkeepers, talking with
the umpires and laughing with
his partners. He even intercepts
throws and relays the ball to the
bowlers at the non-striker’s
end.

There's also a sense of famil-
iarity in the batting. Tendulkar
had taken risk out of the capri-
cious art of batting — his knocks
in his latter years seemed like re-
runs of favourite shows. One
could detect the shots that
would come out — the paddle-
sweep to spinners, the whisks to
square-leg to rotate strike, the hit
through or over extra-cover and
the general arc he would score
in.

Same with Kohli, though it
must be said that this tourna-
ment has seen a T20 influence
on him. He has been more posi-
tive, attacking early on in his

knocks, seemingly preferring
hard hits over hard running. But
he would settle down after a
start, and get into his Kohli mode
of accumulation.

Kohli, the chase-master, has-
n’t disappeared. Dhoni showed
how one caninexorably stretch a
chase to its limit, almost threat-
ening to snap its elasticity. He
would wait for the opposition to
make errors, cueing the final as-
sault. Kohli does “match banake,
phir jeetana (make the match,
then win it)” like nobody else.
His approach is more scientific
and less stressful for fans.

Famous milestones in Indian
cricket tend to come with a bit of
huff and puff. Kapil Dev’s slow
trudge to break Richard Hadlee’s
wicket tally; Tendulkar’s slog up-
hill towards 100th international
hundred; even Sunil Gavaskar
had to wait a bit for his 10,000th
run. Not Kohli, though, in his final
stretch towards equalling
Tendulkar’s 49 ODI hundreds
and going beyond it, now.

Kapil Dev's 1983 team intro-
duced joy for this format to a
nation, Gavaskar's 1985 teamin
Australia triggered respect,
Tendulkar had the nation hang-
ing on to his knocks with an un-
derlying feeling of what-if-he-
gets-out dread. Kohli erased
that fear, put the fans at ease,
and will go down as The Big
Boss of ODIs.

o After states protest, NMC suspends decision on capping MBBS seats

by the NMC on Wednesday;, fol-
lows strong opposition from
states like Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, and the Union territory
of Puducherry against the new
regulation notified on August 16.

The regulation -- titled
“Guidelines for undergraduate
courses under the establishment
of new medical institutions, start-
ing new medical courses, increase
of seats for existing courses, and
assessmentand rating Regulation
2023” - states that approval for
new medical colleges and an in-
crease in the number of MBBS
seats from the nextacademic ses-
sionwould be based on the seats-
to-population ratio. It basically
caps the number of undergradu-
ate medical seats in a state to 100
per 10lakh population.

This provision is now in
abeyance and will only be imple-
mented for the 2025-26 academic
year, after further stakeholder
consultations happen, and until
consensus can be developed on
the matter. According to sources,
the Health Ministry asked the
NMC to reconsider the move

amidst strong opposition from
some states.

This is among a slew of deci-
sions the NMC has either put in
abeyance or rolled back recently
following opposition by stake-
holders. Only two-and-a-half
monthsago, it puton holdits new
guidelines that made it manda-
tory for doctors to prescribe only
generic drugs, following backlash
from the country’slargest doctors’
body, the Indian Medical
Association (IMA), as well as the
Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance
(IPA), which described the move
as “not feasible”.

The rationale behind capping
the total seats to 100 per 10 lakh
population, according to peoplein
the know, was to ensure equitable
distribution of resources, espe-
cially faculty members, across the
country. This restriction would
have allowed the addition of
40,000 more MBBS seats, but only
in states such as Bihar and
Jharkhand, where there is over
70% deficiency as per the new
seats-to-population ratio norm.
This is what triggered a backlash

from states that have already ex-
ceeded this ratio, leaving themin-
eligible for further expansion.
According todata analysed by
The Indian Express, at least 13
states and UTs, including all five
southern states of Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka and Kerala, have more
than 100 seats per 101akh popula-
tion. The new NMC norm would
have directly affected them.
Reacting sharply to the poten-
tial impact of the new NMCnorm,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin had said that it amounted
to “directencroachment” on state
rights by the Centre and dispro-
portionately penalised states
which have invested heavily in
public health infrastructure. With
11,225 seats, Tamil Nadu has the
highest number of undergradu-
ate medical seats in the country;,
exceeding the cap by 46%; as per
the NMC's seats-to-populationra-
tio, it should have 7,686 seats.
Karnataka Minister of Medical
Education, Sharan Prakash Patil,
had said the move would affect
medical education in the state as

the government had plans to set
up more institutions. He had said
the stakeholders weren'’t con-
sulted on the move. Karnataka has
11,020 MIBBS seats as opposed to
the desired limit of 6,769.

Senior officials from Telangana
and Karnataka said suspension of
the decision would help the gov-
ernment to set up at least one
medical college in each district.

InTelangana, there are atleast
eight districts that don't have any
medical college. Inspections by
the medical education regulator
for colleges in these districts are
scheduled for December, said a
senior official from the state.

Anofficial from Karnataka said
at least 11 districts don't have a
government medical college. “Our
feasibility and essentiality certifi-
cates, required to be submitted
when applying for new colleges,
said the required doctor-patient
ratiohas notbeenreachedinrural
areas. We want children from
these districts to study medicine
at government colleges and pro-
vide specialty care to their com-
munities,” said the official.

e Behind killing of airhostess, 3 kin in Udupi: ‘Obsessed’ airline colleague

When he was interrogated, he ac-
cepted that he had committed the
murders. This afternoon, the ar-
rest procedure was completed,”
Udupi Superintendent of Police Dr
Arun K said.

According to police, Chougule
claimed in his confession state-
ment that he intended to attack
only Aynaz, but murdered the
others as they tried to stop him.

"We have to verify these as-
pects,” the Udupi SP said. Police
sources said Chougule appears to
have been “obsessed” with his
young colleague.

"There are three or four mo-
tives that the accused has dis-
closed and we will verify these as-
pects. Since there are aspects
regarding the victim's family
which could hurt or defame them,
it would be better to confirm the
statements of the accused before
disclosure,” Dr Arun K said.

An Air India spokesperson
said: "We are deeply saddened by
this incident and are extending
our full support to the bereaved
relatives of the deceased. We will
be cooperating with the investi-
gation. Inlight of thisincident, we

have de-rostered the accused
with immediate effect.”

According to police, the ac-
cused was seen arriving at the
house by an autorickshaw driver,
who ferried him from the nearby
Santhekatte town to the Tripthi
Layoutin Nejaruvillage where the
airhostess lived when she was not
atwork in Mangaluru. He was also
seen by the auto driver when he
returned to Santhekatte 15 min-
utes later, and was captured on
CCTV at many places.

The police picked up his trail
after analysing phone records of
various family members and nar-
rowing down possible suspectson
the basis of communications, in-
cluding chats. Police found that
Chougule’s phone was switched
off when the crime was commit-
ted, and was switched back on
only on Tuesday in Belagavi dis-
trict.

"Based on technical analysis
and human intelligence, we de-
tained the suspect,” the Udupi SP
said. Chougule’s photos were
shown to witnesses who had seen
himin Udupi before and after the
murders, and this helped police

confirm their suspicions.

The investigation has revealed
that the accused had become
overly possessive about his col-
league, police sources said,adding
that “the murder was triggered by
jealousy and animosity in this re-
gard”.

“He was working from the
Mangaluru airport as an Air India
cabin crew. He is from Sangli in
Maharashtra, but had been living
here for several years. He is amar-
ried man," the Udupi SP said.

Chougule is reported to have
worked briefly with the
Maharashtra police before joining
the airline industry a few years
ago. "We have to verify if he was
in the Maharashtra police as he
has claimed. We are verifyingif he
had been to the (victim’s) house
before. Our aim was to catch the
killerand we have doneit. We are
yet to verify many other aspects of
the case,” Dr Arun K said.

The quadruple murder oc-
curred a day after Aynaz and her
sister Afnan, who was pursuing
higher studies in Mangaluru, re-
turned to their Udupi home for
Diwalibreak. Thesisterslivedina

paying guest facility in Mangaluru
to pursue work and education.

Following the murders, the ac-
cused travelled to Kudachi in
Belagavi to spend Diwali with his
uncle, an irrigation department
engineer, and acted like every-
thing was normal, police sources
said. Aynaz's father Noor
Mohammed, who works in Saudi
Arabia, and an older son who
works in an airline company in
Bengaluru as ground staff, were
not home when the incident oc-
curred. They arrived on Monday
to attend the funeral.

All members of the family
were stabbed with a knife. Hajira
(70), the girls’ grandmother, was
injured in the attack. She man-
aged to lock herself in the bath-
room and neighbours rushed
there only after they heard her
cries once the killer had escaped.

It was a neighbour, Aifa Ayub,
who filed the police complaint.

Five special teams had been
constituted to crack the case. On
Wednesday evening, Chougule
was remanded to 14 days in po-
lice custody by a local court in
Udupi.
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Drug busts in MH,
transpersons in Armed
Forces, and Ind vs NZ

In 3 Things, we discuss the patterns that
emerge from the latest drug busts in
Maharashtra, the proposal to enlist
individuals from the transgender
community into the armed forces, and
the World Cup semi final

e ‘Chance we didn’t want to let go’

centuries earlier in the day, the
bowler who snuckinto the play-
ing 11 as an injury replacement,
too, became the first Indian
bowler to take 50 World Cup
wickets and the half-century
came injust 17 innings, quickest
in the tournament’s history. His
eventual figures of 7/57 are the
best by an Indian ata World Cup.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took to X to praise India’s
semi-final hero. “The bowling of
@MdShami11 in this game and
also through the World Cup will
be cherished by cricket lovers for
generations to come. Well
played Shami.”

However, there was a mo-
ment in the game when Shami
and his team mates were not
sure if they would be on the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad flight for
the final. Like the 30,000-odd
fans in the stands, including
Bollywood A-listers, the pacer
too began to fear if India would
exit at the semi-final stage of the
World Cup for a third consecu-
tive time.

“Last two World Cups, we
lost (in the semi-finals),” Shami
said. “Who knows when or if
we’ll get a chance? So, we
wanted to do everything for this,
one chance we didn’'t wantto let
go.”

With this thought in mind,
out of sheer desperation to break
a threatening partnership more
than anything else, captain Rohit
Sharma turned to his crisis man
in what was his side’s first real
test of this World Cup.

It was the 33rd over of the
game. New Zealand, a team that
routinely punches above its
weight, were doing what New
Zealand is known todo - ina
modest, understated manner,
they were chasing down a mam-
moth target of 398, pushing an-
other heavyweight to the ropes.

After losing two early wick-
ets — both taken by, who else,
Shami - Daryl Mitchell and Kane
Williamson rapidly brought the
Kiwis back into the game.

India, in the face of this un-
precedented onslaught, were
quickly unravelling. Their
bowlers, who have gained in
reputation over the last six
weeks, suddenly looked like

they’d lost all their super powers
overnight.

The fielders, spotless so far,
were sloppy, to put it mildly.
Rohit was giving Ravindra Jadeja
a tongue-lashing for an unnec-
essary overthrow, which costan
additional four runs. Later, the
captain himself looked around
sheepishly when he let the ball
slip through his hands. KLRahul
had a chance to run out
Williamson, but he took off the
bails before the ball hit the
stumps, giving the batsman a
lifeline. The New Zealand captain
had another life when he was on
52 after Shami dropped a sitter.

Mitchell and Williamson had
stunned the crowd into silence.
The dropped catches and missed
run-outs only added to the frus-
tration. Had India run out of
luck? Was the law of averages
catching up with the tourna-
ment’s only unbeaten team?

Team India normally feeds
off the crowd, and vice versa.
Tonight, both were left scratch-
ing their heads as New Zealand
brought the run chase down to
T20 levels: 199 off the last 20
overs with 8 wickets in hand.

“At that point, it was impor-
tant for us to stay calm,” Rohit
said later. “The crowd went
silent, but we knew we needed
acatch orrunout.”

With the ball in Shami’s
hand, there was a sense of hope.
And with the second ball of his
second spell, the ace bowler
struck, removing Williamson
first and two balls later, Latham
with a brilliant in-swinger.

The twin strikes dealt a mas-
sive blow to New Zealand’s
hopes of pulling off an improb-
able win.

They kept losing wickets at
regular intervals after that and
with the chants of ‘Mohammad
Shami’ reverberating inside the
seaside stadium, India’s best
bowler of the World Cup deliv-
ered the final blow.

Bowling to tailender Lockie
Ferguson, who had just hit him
for a six, Shami pitched the ball a
little short of length and outside
the off stump. It Kkissed
Ferguson’s bat and Rahul safely
pocketed the catch to put the re-
sult beyond any doubt.

e Getting migrants to vote a concern

2018, the district saw a turnout of
only 52%, across its two Assembly
seats of Alirajpur and Jobat.

Alirajpur District Collector
Abhay Arvind Bedekar says: "The
administration is making calls to
migrant labourers and inviting
them to cast votes... We are also
sending teams to Gujarat to con-
vince the labourers as well as their
employers.”

There are 2.22 lakh registered
voters in the Alirajpur con-
stituency, and about 2.6 lakh in
Jobat. A study conducted by the
KMCS and authored by Rahul
Banerjee, an activist for tribal
rights based in Indore, found that
family members from over 3 lakh
households migrate every year
from Alirajpur for about four to six
months, bringing inaround Rs40
crore a year in earnings.

Agriculture a bane

One big reason for the mass
migration are the falling returns
fromagriculture, with the average
family landholding in Alirajpur
about 0.25 hectare.

Pointing out that “an over-
whelming 95.7% of the popula-
tionare cultivators or agricultural
labourers”, Banerjee says: "The
land is mostly of low quality, while
forests have been decimated dras-
tically, reducing the supplemen-
tary incomes from minor forest
produce and animal husbandry.
Development schemes are not
implemented properly and are
mostly riddled with corruption.”

The state of government
schools is one proof, with many
running at less than half their
strength. Even when it comes to
teachers, most are Atithi Shikshak
or guest teachers. As per the

Madhya Pradesh Guest Faculty
Portal, 14,045 teachers are regis-
tered in the Alirajpur district, get-
ting Rs 5,000 per month as remu-
neration.

Tribals and schemes

Talwad accuses the govern-
ment of apathy and non-interest
toward tribal conservation. "The
tribals are losing theiridentity and
dependence on their original pro-
duce,” he says, alleging thata push
for seeds supplied by multination-
als has impoverished the tribals.

About Central schemes,
Tadwal points to other chal-
lenges, besides lack of awareness
due to illiteracy and absence of
means. “Five out of 10 farmers
don't have thumbprints that reg-
ister due to the hard work they
do in the fields, at construction
sites or at domestic chores. They
get left out of several schemes as
they fail the biometric authenti-
cation of their thumb or fingers.
Then, most are denied benefits
due to errors in their names, sur-
names, addresses, and other ba-
sicinformation.”

The politics

In 2018, the Congress had won
both the Alirajpur and Jobat con-
stituencies — with its candidates
Mukesh Rawat and Kalawati
Bhuriya winning, respectively.
After Kalawati died in 2021, the
BJP's Sulochana Rawat won the
bypoll held in Jobat seat.

This time, Sulochana's son
Vishal Rawat is the BJP candidate
from Jobat, while the BJP has
fielded Chouhan Nagar Singh
again from Alirajpur against in-
cumbent MLA Mukesh Rawat of
the Congress.
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18 hospitalised
aftergasleakin
meat factory

Nuh: Eighteen women
factory workers were hos-
pitalised after they inhaled
aleaked gas at a meat fac-
tory in Mandi Khera in
Nuh on Tuesday, officials
said. Medical superinten-
dentof the civil hospital Dr
Saravjeet Thapar said they
were  semi-conscious
when they were brought.
“Some of the labourers
were discharged at night.
We have not been able to
ascertain what gas caused
this,” he said. ENS

Rashmika
deepfake: Police
questionsyouth

New Delhi: Delhi Police
questioned a 19-year-old
Bihar youth over a deep-
fake video of actor
Rashmika Mandanna that
was widely circulated on
social media, officials said.
The police suspect he had
first uploaded the video
and later shared it widely
on other platforms. He
was notified as the video
was first uploaded from
his account, a senior offi-
cer said. PTI

Semi-qualified docs, lab technician performing

surgery: Police bust racket at South Delhi clinic

‘Nothing can bring
back our father now’:
Grieving victim’s kin

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

THREE DOCTORS and a techni-
cian have been arrested for al-
legedly performing, and allow-
ing, surgeries without requisite
medical degrees at a south Delhi
clinic resulting in at least two
deaths.

Police identified the accused
as Dr. Neeraj Aggarwal, who runs
Aggarwal Medical Centre in
Greater Kailash I, his wife Dr.
Pooja, Dr. Jaspreet Singh and
Mahender Singh, a lab techni-
cian, who allegedly performed
surgeries on unsuspecting pa-
tients.

Eight complaints over cases
of post-surgery deaths are pend-
ing against them with the Delhi
Medical Council and two com-
plaints with the Delhi Police; the
clinic was operating since 2009.

While all three doctors had
MBBS degrees, only Dr. Jaspreet,
the police said, held a Master of
Surgery (MS) but has never per-
formed a surgical procedure
himself and used create fake sur-
gical notes to validate the proce-
dures.

Inaddition to Mahender, they
also allowed “other inexperienced
people” to perform surgeries for
small payments, police alleged.

Faridabad: 3-yr-old killed
after sexual assault bid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
FARIDABAD,NOVEMBER 15

ATHREE-YEAR-OLD girl was al-
legedly killed by her 47-year-old
neighbour after an alleged sex-
ual assault attempt in Faridabad
Tuesday, police said, adding that
the accused has been arrested.
The accused lived in a rented
house close to the victim’s, they
said. “The girl was playing near
her home when the man took her
away. He attempted to rape her,
but she started screaming. To si-
lence her, he smothered her,” po-

lice said, adding he later slit her
throat. Around 10 pm, the father
reported to the police that his
daughter was nowhere to be
found. Her body was found inside
abagin the bathroom of a house
in the neighbourhood, police said.

The girl's body has been sent
for post-mortem examination.
Based on the complaint filed by
the victim's family, the police
have registered a case under the
POCSO Act and murder.

Police said the accused has
been admitted to a hospital after
he sustained injuries following a
jump from aroof to escape cops.

FAST SURGERY, FAKE DOCUMENTS: RACKET'S MODUS OPERANDI

m He charged
around
320k-25k for
surgeries ranging from the
removal of gallbladder
stones to neurosurgeries.

m He roped in unqualified
professionals to carry out

DR. NEERA] AGGARWAL,

the owner of Aggarwal Medical
Centre, who earlier worked as a
general physician at the Safdarjung
Hospital garnered patients by
referring them to his clinic.

the surgeries - either his
own lab technician
Mahendra, other staff
members, or an outsourced,
unqualified medical
professional.

m They would perform the
surgery in 15-20 minutes,

Jaspreet Singh, the only

after which the patient
would become unstable,
and would be declared dead
on being shifted to another
hospital.

m For a valid medical record,

surgeon at the medical
centre, would create a fake
surgical note even though
he had been absent during
the surgery.

m Police also found the
accused used expired
surgical blades, syringes
and banned medicines.

Police said they used to offer gall-
bladder stone removal and neu-
rosurgery forup toRs. 25,000 and
finished them within 20 minutes.

Though their latest victim
was Jai Narayan, 44, from East of
Kailash, who died after a gall
bladder stone removal operation
in October, the lid off the racket
was blown off by a procedure
performed at the clinic in 2022.
DCP  (South) Chandan
Choudhary said probe began af-
ter the DMC forwarded the po-
lice a complaint from one Asgar

Ali's wife, Naseeb Ul Nisha, ares-
ident of Sarita Vihar.

Ali had gone under the knife
at the clinic on September 19 last
year for the removal of his gall
bladder stone. “Before surgery,
the Director of the Hospital, Dr.
Neeraj Aggarwal, stated the sur-
gery will be conducted by a 'fa-
mous surgeon' Dr. Jaspreet
Singh. But before the surgery, he
said Dr. Singh will not be able to
perform the surgery...and now
Dr. Mahendra Singh will conduct
it," said the DCP.

Dr. Aggarwal introduced
Singh and Dr. Pooja to the com-
plainant following which all
three conducted the procedure
at the end of which her husband
had severe pain and was rushed
to the Safdarjung Hospital where
doctors declared him brought
dead and a case was lodged.

Police later found that Dr.
Singh, who signed off on Ali's
surgery, was not at the clinic dur-
ing the procedure. The accused
have been sent to judicial cus-
tody.

HC fines woman Rs 1L for filing PIL
to ‘settle personal score’ with cousin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

OBSERVING IT was “unfortu-
nate” that public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) forumis used to “settle
personal scores by suppressing
the relationship between par-
ties”, the Delhi High Court im-
posed Rs 1 lakh cost onawoman
for filing a PILagainst her relative
when she had claimed no per-
sonal interest in the matter.

A division bench of the then
Chief Justice Satish Chandra

Sharma and Justice Tushar Rao
Gedela in its November 3 order
was dealing with a PIL for the re-
moval of alleged illegal construc-
tion. The court noted that the pe-
titioner claimed in an affidavit
that she had no personal inter-
estin the matter but suppressed
the fact that the building owner
was her cousin and there was a
dispute between the families.
The bench said the woman
had not approached the court
with clean hands, adding that
nothing prevented her from dis-
closing her relationship with her

cousin.

“The petitioner... as admitted
the relationship with Respondent
No.5 in open court... as the peti-
tioner was certainly an interested
person, the petition deserves to
be dismissed with costs... to be
paid to Army Battle Casualties
Welfare Fund within 30 days
from today,” the court ordered.

The court refrained from pro-
ceedingin contempt, but warned
the petitioner to be careful in fu-
ture, and not to file such frivolous
petitions again by suppressing
material facts.

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

FOR THE family of 45-year-old
Asgar Ali, aleather worker by pro-
fession, Aggarwal Medical Centre
was the only hope they had to
cure their sole breadwinner's gall
bladder stone issue that he bad
been suffering from for years.

Said Ali's wife, Naseeb Ul
Nisha, 41: “We had been told by
some of our neighbours in
Sangam Vihar that Aggarwal
Medical Centre was well known
for surgeries and that my husband
will get good treatment there...”

Nisha told The Indian Express
that she took her husband to the
centre on September 19 last year
and started noticing “negli-
gence” on the part of the staffers
and doctors from get-go.

She said, “They did not check
his BP nor did they remove his
chain, ring or clothes before tak-
ing him to the operation theatre...
Italso gotoverin 15 to 20 minutes
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and the next moment, I see my
husband bleeding... my son and I
sensed something amiss. The next
[ knew, he had suffered heavy
bleeding and was declared dead.”

The family rushed him to
Safdarjung Hospital but he was
declared brought dead. “We are
economically weak and were
looking for hospitals within our
budget. Government hospitals
have a long queue...and he
needed immediate medical at-
tention,” said Sultan Ali, 24,
Asgar Ali's son.

He said, “Not only my father,
but several others have also died
at the hands of these fake sur-
geons...nothing can bring back
our father now.” Asgar is sur-
vived by his wife, two sons and
adaughter.

HC rejects plea to reopen
100-yr-old Roshanara Club

MALAVIKAPRASAD
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

THE DELHI High Court has re-
jected a plea seeking the reopen-
ing of the 100-year-old Roshanara
Club sealed by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)in
September, after noting the au-
thority was finalising a scheme
for smooth running of the club.
A division bench of the then
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice Tushar Rao
Gedelaobserved inits November
9 interim order that a prayer was

made before the Supreme Court
to restore the possession to the

‘Afraid to go to
gate again’: kin
of 8-yr-old hit by
car on Diwali

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NOIDA,NOVEMBER 15

“SHE SAID that she would not
be able to go to gate no.2, where
the incident happened, to catch
the bus. We are considering
consulting a psychiatrist after
she recovers,” said Kamesh
Khatana, father of 8-year-old
Sharanya Khatana, who was
among the three hit by a car in
front of Eldeco Amantaran so-
ciety in Noida’s Sector 119 while
taking part in Diwali festivities
on Sunday.

“It will take around one
month for her to recover. I find
myself guilty that she has got
such abad memory. It will haunt
her whole life, it should have not
happened,” he said.

“We had planned to go out-
side to eat on the Diwali... and
the children were insisting to
see the firecrackers. Thus we
stopped at the gate when the car
rammed into the people...”

Khatana further said that the
other twoinjured in the incident
are still in the hospital. His friend
Saurabh Singh, 43, is out of the
ICU but his father-in-law Vijay
Kumar, 72is still on ventilator
support.

A senior police official said
that IPC section 307 (attempt to
murder) has been added in the
FIR, apart from section 279
(Rash driving) and 338
(Causing grievous hurt by act
endangering life or personal
safety of others).

Apersonnamed Vikas Yadav,
a resident of Sorkha village and
the driver of the red hatchback
car was arrested in the case.

Roshanara Club and the relief]|
was not granted in the matter.
The matter was listed to
December 7.

The plea was filed by a few
club members seeking a direc-
tiondeclaring the sealing as un-
constitutional, violating funda-
mental and statutory rights of
the club, members and its em-
ployees, challenging the consti-
tutional validity of Section 3 of
The Public Premises (Eviction
of Unauthorised Occupants)
Act, 1971.
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Name of State/UT

Format C-7

(For political parties to publish in the newspapers, social media platforms & website

of the party)

Information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases, who have been selected
as candidates. along with the reasons for such selection, as also as to why other
individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(As per the Commission's directions issued in pursuance of the Order dated
13.02.2020 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in contempt petition(C) no. 2192 of 2018 in
WP(C) no. 536 of 2011)
Name of Political Party
Name of the Election

. Indian National Congress

. Election to the Legislative Assembly of Rajasthan
State 2023

. Rajasthan State

(1) Name of the Constituency : HINDOLI-184

qualifications,

not

the candidate. Selection shall
be with reference to
achievements
and merit of the candidate, and
mere "winnability" at the
polls (not more than 100 words)

the

Name of the candidate - ASHOK CHANDANA
Sl.No.
Criminal antecedents
a. | Nature of Offense Criminal
b. | Case No. 1) FIR No. 268/2017,
2)FIR No. 70/2017,
3) FIR No. 252/2007 Kotwali Ganganagar.
c. | Name of Court 1) ACMM-VI JODHPUR,
2)ACJM 8 JAIPUR,
3)ACB COURT Sri Ganganagar.
d. | Whether Charges have 1) NO
been framed or not 2) NO
(yes/no) 3) YES
e. | Date of Conviction, ifany NA
f. | Details of punishment N/A
undergone, ifany
g. | Any otherinformation N/A
required to be given
2. The reasons for the selection of | The candidate has been an elected representative in the

past. The Candidate has been a renowned sports person.
He has also been a minister and is known for his initiatives
for sports person. The candidate has carried out many
developmental works across the state of Rajasthan and
has proved himselfto be an able administrator.

3. Reasons as to why other
individuals without criminal
antecedents could not be
selected as candidates (not
more than 100 words)

Charges have been framed only in one case against the
candidate. Two cases against the candidate dates back
more than five years and one case more than 15 years but
there has been no concrete progress in the cases which
clearly shows that the cases against this candidate were
not really genuine. The Congress party believes that some
unconcluded cases should not stop an administrator from
his work for public which is why he has been fielded again
by the party from this seat.

(2) Name of the Constituency- HINDOLI- 184
Name of the candidate- ASHOK CHANDANA
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(Shri. Lalit Tunwal)

General Secretary (Organisation)
Rajasthan Pradesh Congress Committee
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AQI AT 398, PM2.5 MAIN POLLUTANT

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

CONTINUING WITH the pattern
witnessed Tuesday, Delhi’s air
quality remained in the upperend
of the ‘very poor’ category all
through Wednesday. Meanwhile,
Punjab saw an uptickin farm fires,
recording the second highest sin-
gle-day figure of the season.

On Wednesday, the Capital's
24-houraverage AQIwas 398 at4
pm, with PM2.5 as the main pol-
lutant, according to the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB);
the AQI stayed over 390 all day.

Out of 35 stations for which
24-hour average data was avail-
able at 7 pm, 17 recorded AQI in
the ‘severe’ category, with the
highest figure of 444 at Nehru
Nagar.

Meanwhile, Punjab recorded
2,544 farm fires on Wednesday,
up from 1,776 on Tuesday and
1,624 on Monday, going by data
from the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI). This is
the second highest single-day
farm fire count the state has
recorded this season, after 3,230
onNovember 5. Farm fires contin-
uedinHaryanaaswell with 62 in-
stances recorded on Wednesday,
up from 21 on Tuesday.

Last week, the Supreme Court
had asked the states of Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan to take urgent steps to
stop paddy stubble burning,

The contribution of stubble
burning to PM2.5 levels in Delhi
saw a spike on Tuesday, and con-
ditions remain favourable for the
transport of smoke from burning
into Delhi, according to experts.

L

1

=y

W
=

Smog seen over the Yamuna on Wednesday. Gajendra Yadav

On Tuesday, the contribution
of stubble burning to PM2.5 lev-
els in Delhi was 19.875%, up from
11.313% on Monday, going by data
from the Decision Support
System.

“Surface windsin Delhi are ex-
pected to be very calm over the
next two days. Transport level
winds are also favourable for the
transport of stubble burning
smoke,” said Gufran Beig, founder
project-director SAFAR, and chair
professor, National Institute of

Advanced Studies.

While a feeble western distur-
bance is expected to affect the
Western Himalayan Region on
November 19,and bring very light
rainfall over Jammu and Kashmir,
itsimpactover Delhi could remain
limited toa change in wind direc-
tion to easterly as opposed to the
northwesterly winds that are now
prevailing, according to Kuldeep
Srivastava, scientist, India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).

‘Shadow cabinet’ of Sheila-era
ministers meet to discuss pollution

New Delhi: A 'Shadow Cabinet’
consisting of former Ministers of
the Sheila Dikshit-era Congress
government on Wednesday de-
liberated upon what it termed
“life-threatening air pollution”
in the city accusing both the AAP
Delhi government and the BJP-
led Centre of “deliberate neglect
and inaction”.

Delhi Congress president
Arvinder Singh Lovely chaired
the meeting questioning why
both the Central and Delhi gov-
ernments had not bothered to

find a lasting solution to the
issue.

“Neither has the Centre con-
vened a session of Parliament
nor the Delhi government that
of the Assembly, as requiredina
democracy, to discuss the toxic
air pollution... leaders of both
are busy in election campaign-
ing in other states instead of
tackling Delhi’s woes,” Lovely al-
leged.

The Shadow Cabinet meet-
ing included former Delhi
Congress Ministers Haroon

Yusuf, Kiran Walia, Mangat Ram
Singhal, Raj Kumar Chauhan,
and Ramakant Goswami among
others.

Following the meeting, two
resolutions were passed: to re-
quest Delhi L-G VK Saxena and
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal to
convene an all-party meeting to
discuss air pollution and to set
up a high-powered monitoring
committee headed by a
Supreme Court judge, environ-
mental experts, and civil society
experts to tackle the issue. ENS

AAP hurt Purvanchali sentiments
by neglecting Yamuna, says B]P

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

BLAMING THE AAP Delhi govern-
ment for “allowing the condition
of the Yamuna to deteriorate” over
the years, the Delhi BJP on
Wednesday accused it of hurting
the sentiments of the capital's
Purvanchali community by ne-
glecting the river which was now
unfit for the upcoming Chhath
Puja festival.

Claiming credit for initiating
observance of the festival on the
banks of the river in the city after
the formation of the BJP govern-
ment in Delhi in 1993 under

BJPleaders Virendra
Sachdeva and Manoj Tiwari

Madan Lal Khurana, Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva al-
leged that the current condition
of the river was far cry frombeing
the hub of Chhath festivities.
“Since the formation of the gov-
ernment of late Shri Madan Lal

Khurana, Chhath Puja started be-
ing celebrated with great pompin
the city but the Arvind Kejriwal
government has been playing
with Purvanchali sentiments,”
Sachdeva alleged.

“Today the condition of
Yamuna is worse than before.
Along with MP Manoj Tiwari, [in-
spected Kalindi Kunj ghat and saw
chemical foam floating in it...the
Kejriwal government does not
clean the ghats...” he alleged.

Northeast Delhi BJP MP Manoj
Tiwari said, “Today, instead of
Ganga water and cow's milk,
chemicals and dirty drain water
are being discharged into the
Yamuna.”

CONTRIBUTION OF Si'UBBLE BURNING
TOPM2.5 LEVELS IN DELHI
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Air quality maintains ‘very poor’ run;

Punjab farm fires record an uptick
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Ascreengrab of the incident.

Bus catches fire on
Noida expressway

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NOIDA,NOVEMBER15

AMOVING double-decker private
bust going from Sector-37 Noida
to Siwan, Bihar, caught fire on the
Noida-Greater Noida expressway
on Wednesday afternoon, fire of-
ficials said.

Around 60 passengers in the
moving bus had to jump off the
bus to save themselves, officials
said.

Gautam Buddha Nagar's Chief
Fire Officer (CFO) Pradeep Kumar
said that the fire was caused by a
short circuitand there was noloss
of life in the incident.

“We acted as soon we received
the information. Three fire tenders
rushed to the spot and it was
doused. First, we rescued the pas-

sengers and then doused the fire.
One person received a minor in-
jury while jumping off the bus,
who was provided with first aid,”
said Kumar.

He said the belongings of al-
most all the passengers were
burnt in the fire.

Avideo alsowent viral over so-
cial media, where it can be seen
that huge smoke and flames were
coming out of the burning bus.

Meanwhile, in another inci-
dent the same day evening,adou-
ble decker bus caught fire on the
Yamuna Expressway near the
zero point, police said. They said
the incident took place onaround
100th meters of the expressway
and the bus was going towards
Bihar's Darbhanga from Delhi. Fire
officials said that there was noloss
of life in the incident.

Special cleaning campaign, fogging, lighting up ghats:
Adequately prepared for Chhath festivities, says MCD

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

AFTER TOXIC foam was seen
floating on the surface of the river
Yamuna in Delhi ahead of the
Chhath Puja festival, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)led Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) has
claimed that it has put all its
strength into the Puja prepara-
tions.

“Chhath Ghats are being built
in every ward with the help of
AAP councilors. Apart from this,
adequate lighting arrangements
are being made there,” the AAP
said.

So far, the MCD said it has built
Chhath Ghats in 100 wards and
said 80 to 90 percent of the work

Recently toxic foam was seen floating on the surface of
Yamuna in New Delhi. Express

of constructing ghats in other
wards has also been completed.
Further, a sum of rupees 40 thou-
sand has been released to every
ward to make lighting arrange-
ments at the Chhath Ghats.
Inview of the Chhath festival,

epaper..ner.;ss.t:nm

the MCD has also launched a spe-
cial cleaning campaign in all the
parks and around the ghats.
“Arrangements for parking of
devotees' vehicles have also been
made around Chhath Ghats. With
this, their vehicles will also be safe

and chaos will not spread around
Chhath Ghats,” Mayor Oberoi
said.

Fogging is currently taking
place atthe MCD Chhath Ghatsto
protect the devotees from mos-
quito-borne diseases and contin-
uous fogging will be done till the
Chhath festival, according to the
Mayor’s office.

“Ghat construction work in
other wards will be completed by
tomorrow,” Mayor Shelly Oberoi
said in her statement to the press.
According to Oberoi, MCD had
done this keeping the safety and
security of women and children
inmind.

“Lights have been installed
around the ghats in all the
wards. .. sothatthereis noincon-
venience of any kind... Street

lights have been installed from
the approach road to Chhath
Ghat,” she further added.

Meanwhile, MCD Leader of
Opposition, Raja Igbal Singh ac-
cused the MCD of not making suf-
ficient preparations for the up-
coming Chhath Puja
celebrations.

He emphasized that the
promise made by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal regard-
ing the cleanliness of the Yamuna
water remains unfulfilled.

“Due to the delayed prepara-
tions at Chhath Ghats, devotees
may face inconvenience on the
day of ChhathPuja...alarge num-
ber of people from Purvanchal re-
side in Delhi, and Chhath Puja is
asignificant festival for them,” he
said.
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Weather conditions prompt
rethink on cloud seeding dates

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

DATES FOR a possible attempt at
cloud seeding to induce rainfall
in Delhi are now being re-
assessed with conditions being
unfavourable around the initial
November 20-21 dates that were
being considered.

Cloud seeding involves re-
leasing salts into clouds to pro-
vide nuclei for water vapour to
condense around and form
droplets, thereby increasing the
possibility of rainfall.

An environment department
official said the dates for the pi-
lot project are being reassessed
since an earlier assessment that
there might be a western distur-
bance that could affect Delhi
around November 18 or 20 no
longer holds true.

According to India
Meteorological Department of-
ficials, a western disturbance is
set to affect the western
Himalayan region on November
19, but its impact over Delhi
could be limited to a possible
change in wind direction from
northwesterly to easterly.

Cloud seeding would require
clouds with moisture over the
city, which in the winter, is

e

Earlier, Nov 20-21 were being considered for the exercise, in
light of the pollution situation in the capital. Express

brought by western distur-
bances.

The official, however, added
that the process of seeking per-
missions for cloud seeding as a
pilot project this winter has
kicked off, with the project likely
torequireasetofaround 10to 11
permissions, including opera-
tional and security clearances
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation, the Ministry of
Defence, the Ministry of Home
Affairs, the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security, the Delhi gov-
ernment, and the Airports
Authority of India.

The project in-charge,
Manindra Agrawal from IIT

Kanpur said, they are “re-looking
and closely following the radar to
see what is possible,” as the ear-
lier dates are no longer feasible.

Agrawal said the team hopes
to affect an area of 300 square
kilometers, adding that cloud
seeding as a way of dealing with
pollution levels may work at
scale, but not for a very long pe-
riod of time. “The ballpark cost
estimate is around Rs. 1 lakh per
square kilometer,” he said.

The process involves using an
aircraft, in this case, an IIT Kanpur
aircraft thatis already fitted with
equipment, to release the ‘seed’
oracombination of salts into the
cloud.

Festive season effect: Plan to restrict
buses from entering Delhi put on hold

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE DELHI government, which
was expected to implement a
complete ban on diesel, BS IV
petrol and diesel-fueled passen-
ger buses entering the national
capital from this week, has de-

cided to put a pause on the plan
till the Chhath Puja festival to
avoid inconvenience to the pub-
lic, said officials.

“Festive season is still on and
Chhath puja is also celebrated
widely across the city...people are
travelling to their home states
and back from Delhi for the fes-
tivals...So, to avoid any inconven-

DWARKA EXPRESSWAY LAND ACQUISITION

CM sends inquiry report to
[-G, recommends immediate
suspension of Chief Secretary

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

A DAY after it was submitted to
him, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal sent Vigilance Minister
Atishi’s inquiry report on corrup-
tion allegations against Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar to L-G
VK Saxena, recommending im-
mediate suspension and remov-
ing him from his post, govern-
ment sources said.

According to government
sources, Kejriwal had alsoissued
directions for the 670-page re-
port — on the alleged involve-
ment of the Delhi Chief Secretary
in enhancing an “exorbitant
compensation award” for a par-
cel of land in Southwest Delhi’s
Bamnoli village acquired for the
Dwarka Expressway - to be sent
to the CBIand ED for the investi-
gation of a possible money laun-
dering angle
init.

Accusing the Chief Secretary
of being instrumental in provid-
ing illicit profits to a company
linked to his son, the report al-
leges a “... prima facie appear-
ance of complicity” of the CS,
along with District Magistrate
(Southwest) Hemant Kumar and
owners of the land acquired.

CS Kumar termed the allega-
tions and the inquiry an attempt

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal;
CS Naresh Kumar. File

by the AAP Delhi government to
“defame” and “malign” him. He
said he did not know the direc-
tors of his son’s firm and it was
he who took action against IAS
officer Kumar who, meanwhile,
was suspended by the MHA and
is facing a CBIinquiry over his al-
leged role in the matter.

As reported by The Indian
Express last week, compensation
against the acquisition of the 19-
acre plot was increased from Rs
41.52 crore to Rs 353.79 crore in
May. This led to action against
IAS officer Kumar following a
complaint from a lawyer with
the Centre and the Delhi govern-
ment alleging that the son-in-
law of one of the landowners is
the director in a firm that em-
ploys the son of the Chief
Secretary.

The inquiry, which the Chief
Minister had asked Atishi to take
up last week based on this com-
plaint, recommended immedi-

ience, we have decided to putre-
strictions only on trucks for
now...and restrict the buses after
Chhath festival,” said an
official.

With Chhath Puja festival
concluding on November 17, of-
ficials said the restriction on
buses may start being imple-
mented this week.

ate removal of Kumar from the
post of Chief Secretary as well as
Ashwani Kumar from the post of
Divisional Commissioner so they
“do not influence the probe”.

According to sources, the re-
port alleges “a conspiracy by
senior officers of the Vigilance
Department”, including Chief
Secretary Kumar, to undervalue
the “scale of the scam” at Rs 312
crore when the actual compen-
sation award “would have re-
sulted in anillicit gain of Rs 850
crore to the beneficiaries”.

The report alleges that the
Vigilance Department, which
had investigated the matter, had
not examined how beneficiaries
purchased land in Bamnoli vil-
lage “at only 7% of the circle rate
in 2015” adding that there was
“alikelihood that the remaining
93% payment may have been
donein cash”.

Responding to the allega-
tions, the Chief Secretary’s office
had said Tuesday: “On what ba-
sis are such allegations being
made?... If the landowners had
purchased the land in 2015 at
just 7% of the market rate, what
was done by the Hon’ble Chief
Minister, Minister (Revenue),
Minister (Vigilance), and officers
concerned since 2015 till date?
Whether there any interests of
these personsin such alleged un-
dervalued sale/purchase?”

‘Arrested to silence voice against injustice,
graft’: Sanjay Singh pens letter from prison

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

AFTER FORMER Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, Aam
Aadmi Party's (AAP) senior
leader and Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Singh has written a letter
from behind the bars, saying that
his arrest was made to “silence
his voice” against the “injustice
and corruption” of the BJP-led
government at the Centre.
Singh was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate on
October 4 in connection with the
alleged Excise Policy scam.
Taking an aim at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Singh

Singh was arrested Oct 4

said, “Arvind Kejriwal's work has
become a thornin ModiJi's eyes.
The BJP felt concerned: what will
happen if the public starts vot-
ing based on education, health-
care, electricity, and water? The
AAP neither spreads casteism

nor divides society in the name
of religion. They focus on the pol-
itics of work. That's why AAP be-
came the target. The BJP adopted
the path of suppression, choking
all the rights of democracy and
the constitution from the Delhi
government.” He further said, “If
one wants to raise their voice
against the ongoing tyranny in
the country, they must be pre-
pared for jail, court cases, and ba-
tons.”

Singh alleged that he was ar-
rested because he consistently
“raised voice against the injus-
tices and corruption of the Modi
government”.

The BJP did not respond to
the AAP leader's comments.
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Underscoring women'’s empowerment, the Manohar Lal-led government’s series of
measures to break down barriers hindering women's progress continue to enable them
to thrive and contribute to the state’s remarkable journey of development 9’ “The determination
ment I1s not just a

of India’s women,
catchphrase: it holds < their imagination, their
the key to transform- _ i > man e ability to take quick decisions,
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of equality; it is a strategic imperative v o B :
for achieving sustainable develop- Narendra Modi

ment and fostenng indusive soceties.

Against the backdrop of the undeni-
ably pivotal role of women empower-
ment, the Government of Hanyana's w-
sionary approach takes center stage.
Aligning with the national vision, under
the leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister
Sh.Narendra Modi, Haryana's transfor-
mative journey towards changing atti-
tudes, fostering women's empower-
ment, the instrumental role of women
indmang national transformation has be-
come a prominent hallmark. There has
been a notable transition from mere
women development to a more pro-
nounced emphasis on development led
by women. Within this context, the
Government of Haryana aims to achieve
hull economic ermpowermment forwomen
in a secure environment by 2030, and it
has intiated a senes of measures to en
sure the realization of this goal.

Haryana's transformative
journey towards changing
attitudes, fostering
women's empowerment

Under the guidance of Respected
Pnme Minister, In the past 9 years, the
Manaohar Lal led government has ush-
ered in a transformative era for women
in the state by pnorntizing women's em:-
powerment and self-refiance. The state
under the visionary leadership of the
Chief Minister has made significant
strides in empowernng women, eradi-
cating the stigma of female feticide, pro-
moting gender equality and ensunng
equal representation for women in
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs).

One of the most significant
achievements of the government led
by Manohar Lal has been its relent-
less efforts to combat female feti-
cide. Haryana, once plagued by the
bane of gender-based sex selection,
has witnessed remarkable results
owing to the government's commit-
ment to changing this narrative.
From a sex ratio of 871 females per
1000 males in 2014 to 932 females
for every 1000 males in September
2023, the steady improvement in
the state's sex ratio is a testament to
the success of the government’s
dedicated initiatives

In 2015, Manohar Lal was entrusted
with launching the nationwide Beti
Bachao,Beti Padhao campaign by
Hon'ble Pnime Minister Sh.Narendra
Madi. This campaign, launched from
the historic land of Panipat, aimed to
address the issues of fermale fetiode and
promote the education and weill-being
of girls. Through tireless efforts and the
support of social organizations and
Khap Panchayats, the campaign has
made a tangible impact, changing
mindsets and improving the lives of
countless young girls.

Fifty percent participation
of women in Panchayati
Raj Institutions

Taking gender equality to the grass-
root level, the present state government
has increased women's participation in
PRIs to an impressive 50 percent. This
step not only promotes women's rep-
resentation but also empowers them

Haryana Chief Minister, Mr.Manohar

' | ‘

Lal released a brochure of "“Mabhila Evam Kishori Samman Yojana" of Women & Child Development Department.

-

Haryana Chief Minister, Sh. Manohar Lal interactoing with the women from different districts of the state who
came to Delhi to see the Parliament proceedings at Haryana Bhawan, New Delhi. (21.09.2023)

Empowering women
through Self-Help Groups

With Haryana boasting 63,295
Self-help Groups (SHGs) at present,
Haryana's focus on forming SHGs
highlights a positive step towards
women's empowerment and self-re-
liance, wherein many SHGs
have evolved into small-scale
industries, generating employment
opportunities

In addition the government hav-
ing allocated a whopping
Rs 397.28 crore in financial assis-
tance to these groups, these SHGs
have received loans at a mere one
percent interest rate alongside
stamp duty exemptions. Besides this,
70 Vita sales booths have been ear-
marked exclusively for women entre-
preneurs to promote their active par-
ticipation in the retaill sector.
Moreover, for the first time,
33 percent of ration depots have
been assigned to women, ensuring
equitable business opportunities.

Bolstering Women's Safety

Taking a pivotal step towards
women's safety, 34 dedicated women's
police stations are now operational,
fostering a secure environment for
women in the state while prowding a

Haryana Chief Minister, Sh. Manohar Lal giving a
hearing aid to an elderly woman during the Jan
Samvad programme at Narmaund, district Hisar on
September 8, 2023.

age pension certificate to a beneficiary during the Jan
Samvad programme at village Ugalan (Narnaund),
district Hisar on September 8, 2023. Member of
Parliament, Sh. Brijendra Singh and MLA Sh, Ram

4.

i

Haryana Chief Minister, Sh. Manohar Lal going around an exhibition of self-help
group during Jan Samvad programme at village Thurana (Hansi),
District Hisar on September 6, 2023,

Kumar Gautam are also seen in the picture.

to play an active role in local
governance, contributing to the
development of their communities
Beyond statistics, the govemment's ac-
tions have brought about a profound
change in the attitude of the people of
Haryana towards women, opening the
goor 10 countiess empowerad Women
making their mark in every field and bring
iNg glory to the state and the country

A multifaceted approach

Leveraging the guidance from
Hon'ble Prime Minister Sh.Narendra
Modi's vision for women's empower-
ment, Haryana State has undertaken
comprehensive initiatives aimed at fos-
tering the holistic development and
empowerment of women across all
strata of socety under the exemplary
leadership of Chief Minister Manohar
Lal, Haryana has implemented an array
of initiatives aimed at women's welfare

These initiatives have been designed to
touch upon vanous aspects of women's
lives, ensunng their holistic develop-
ment and empowerment. Besides this,
the Chief Minister has also taken sev
eral steps to ensure that unbiased and
unhindered higher education is acces-
sible to every female. One of the cor
nerstones of these initiatives is the es
tablishment of colleges within a
20-kilometre radius. This strategic move:
has made higher education more ac-
cessible to girls, reducing the need for
them to travel long distances and pro
viding them with greater opportunities
for personal and professional growth,

Meanwnhile, the government 1s also
working diligently to set up senior sec-
ondary schools withina 3-kilometre ra-
dius, ensuring that quality education is
just a short joumey away, to enhance
further the educational landscape for
girts in Haryana.

Ensuring safe transportation
through the Chhatra
Parivahan Suraksha Yojana

Recognizing the importance ot
safe transportation, the present
state government has launched
the Chhatra Parivahan Suraksha
Yojana. This initiative has intro
duced over 181 special buses ded-
icated to transporting qiris to
schools and colleges, prioritizing
their satety and convenience.
Besides this, during the tenure of
the present government, 51 ITls
have been established and girls
studying in ITIs are also given a
stipend of Rs 500 per month

In addition to the state-level initia-
tves, Haryana is collaborating with the
Central Government T0 enhance
women's welfare. Many Central
Government schemes are complement-

ing the state’s efforts, further bolstenng
the impact of these initiatves

Key measures reflecting
CM’s commitment to

women's economic
empowerment

Women working under the out-
sourcing policy are entitled to the fa-
cility of maternity leave that is at par
with regular employees. This is a sig-
nificant step towards ensuring that
women have the necessary support
and time to care tor their newborns
without compromising their employ-
ment status. Furthermore, a specal
allowance of Rs 1500 per child as
childcare has also been granted for
Disabled Women Employees
Aagditionally, since Apnl 1, 2023, wad-
ows and destitute women in Haryana
have been receiving a monthly pen
sion of Rs 2750 & will receive Rs
3000 from Jan2024.

platform for women police officers to
voice their concerns openly, 239
women's help desks have been estab-
ished in police stations. While the gov-
ernment 1S activety Increasing the rep-
resentation of women in the Haryana
Police Force, with a target to elevate it
from six percent to an ambitious 15
percent, Durga Shakti App, Durga
Shakti Vahan and Durga Shakti Rapid
Action Force have instilled a sense of
securty among the state’s women,

As Haryana continues its notewor-
thy journey towards gender equality
and women's empowerment, the
Manohar Lal-led government's dedica-
bion 1o this Cause remains unwavenng.
The state serves as a beacon of hope
and inspiration, showcasing the prom
ising outcome of visionary leadership
and thegovernment’s commitment to
public welfare and women empower-
ment dmang positive changes and pro-
pelling unprecedented soGo-economic
growth and development
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Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj
Singh Chauhan during a
public meeting in Rajgarh
Wednesday. P11

Chouhan’s
last call to

his ‘sisters’:
[Ladli Behna a
‘life-changer’

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER 15

ADDRESSING HIS last public
rally as part of the campaign
run for the forthcoming
Madhya Pradesh polls, in which
he is fighting his hardest battle
yet to beat the fatigue factor
against him, Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan stressed
on his government’s flagship
Ladli Behna scheme. He called
it a “life changer” for women.

“When I announced the
Ladli Laxmi yojana in 2006,
were elections there?  had pain
in my mind after seeing that my
daughters were seen as a bur-
den. Sons were welcomed, and
when daughters arrived, the
faces of their mothers would
drop. Many times daughters
were killed in the womb,” the
CM said.

He asked: “Has any govern-
ment ever deposited money
into your account before?”

Chouhan also assured that
if the BJP government is
formed, those women who are
left out will be added to the list
of beneficiaries of the Ladli
Behna Yojana through a portal.

Attacking the Congress, he
said: "These Congress leaders
say that the hike from the Rs
1,250 (for Ladli Behna) will be
stopped. Am I Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi, that [ will
stop it? I am Shivraj Singh
Chouhan.Idon'tlie.1 do whatlI
say.” In August, Chouhan an-
nounced the scheme’s hike
from Rs 1,000 to Rs 1,250.

The gravity of the election
for Chouhan can be gauged
from the fact that the CM has so
far addressed 165 rallies, some-
times over 12-13 rallies per day.

Initially sidelined by the
central leadership, and fighting
for political space with three
Union ministers and one na-
tional general secretary in the
fray, Chouhan fought his way
back by relying on the monthly
Rs 1,250 stipend for women
from poor families.

Acting on a complaint from
the Congress, the Election
Commission on Wednesday
told the Madhya Pradesh CEO
to make sure no campaigning
takes place after 6pm on
Saturday, that is 48 hours be-
fore polls close on November
17. Chouhan addressed the
public at 5:30.

Borewells have
not worked;
Baghel promises
a factory to meet
jobs demand

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
PATAN,NOVEMBER 15

WHILE five-time MLA and Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel s likely
to have little difficulty retaining
Patan, there are murmurs in the
VIP constituency about the lack of
jobs and something more basic:
adequate water supply.
Khruddih village, where
Baghel grew up, has all the trap-
pings of its star status, including a
nullah system, a community hall
and, particularly, good roads - a
development attributed to hisrise
as CM. A resident, Teksingh
Thakur, also mentions “anew wa-
ter tank, revamped school and
tree plantation for beautification”.
However, just 15 kmaway, the
Tulsivillage of around 800 people
has the same water concerns as
othersin Patan. “Amajority of our
population depend on farming
and are happy with the pro-
farmer promises made by Baghel.
But around 200 villagers are
labourers who work on these
farms, and have little to gain,” says
afarmer, underlining the injustice
of a scheme under which while
the landless are left out.
Anotherresident, Sham Yadav,
talks about the lack of a hospital,
but says the biggerissue for them
is the absence of adequate water
supply, long after the taps were in-
stalled. “We need more water
tanks, more borewells.”
The demand of residents of
Beloudi village is the same.

BHUPESH BAGHEL CONSTITUENCY

Patan has signs of a CM seat,
jobs, water among demands
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A BJP wall painting of CM Bhupesh Baghel’s nephew Vijay who is also contesting in Patan. P11

Bhupen Baghel, a local
Congress leader from the village,
admits there is an issue but says
the Baghel government has been
working to resolve it. “Even in
Beloudi, we tried to get two more
borewells, but the water levels
were too low. In the future, the
problem will be resolved.”

On the Baghel government's
welfare schemes, the villagers say
delivery is uneven. Mahesh
Nishad, 45, questions the use of
the unemployment allowance for
him, as the upper age limit is 35.

Baghel’s ‘Adarsh Gauthan
(model cow-shelter) scheme, un-
der which women self-help
groups are provided assistance
and monetary help by the govern-
ment, has more takers.
Dhaneshwari Sahu of Sikola vil-
lage says: “Under Gauthan, there
are various economic activities,
which have provided us an addi-
tionalincome of Rs 2.5 lakhin the

past fouryears, divided among six
people. Otherwise,Iearned Rs 150
per day from farming for four to
six months a year.”

However, ultimately, all these
schemes are seen as piecemeal in
the absence of larger employment
opportunities.

The Patan Assembly seat has
2.17 lakh voters, a majority of
whom are OBC voters belonging
to the Sahu community, followed
by Kurmis. Both Baghel and his
chief rival, nephew and Patan MP
Vijay Baghel of the BJP, are Kurmis.
They have contested four times
against each other, with Baghel
Senior winning thrice.

In 2018, Baghel had defeated
the BJP candidate by a comfort-
able margin. Vijay won in 2019
from the Durg Lok Sabha seat
(thatincludes Patan) by amassive
margin of 3.91 lakh votes.

After the OBCs, which also in-
clude Dewangans and Yadavs, the

community having a sizeable
population is the Harijan Satnami
Samaj. While the Satnami Samaj
within the Scheduled Castes (SC)
traditionally votes for the
Congress, this time many are ex-
pected to back Amit Jogi’s Janta
Congress Chhattisgarh-Jogi (JCC-
]), founded by late CM Ajit Jogi.

“In 2018, the JCC-] candidate
got 13,147 votes. Ajit Jogi had a
strong hold in Patan and it is be-
lieved in 2008, he was areason be-
hind Baghel losing to Vijay
Baghel,” says Shashank Tiwari, a
political analyst and journalist.

The JCC-] is not far behind the
Congress and the BJPinannounc-
ing better paddy prices or
schemes for women.

There are two tribal parties in
the fray which might take away
the tribal vote, around 5% of the
total - including the Gondwana
Gantantra Party (GGP)and newly
formed Hamar Raj. The GGP will

With 66 tough seats assigned to him,
can Digvijaya Singh talk the walk?

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER 15

AS THE Madhya Pradesh cam-
paign wrapped up Wednesday,
the ruling BJP threw up one
word constantly at the Congress
- “Bantadhar (or ruinous)”. It
was areference to the pejorative
the BJP uses for Digvijaya Singh
and his 10-year rule as chief min-
ister of the state in 1993-2003,
as well as an acknowledgment
of the central role the polarising
Congress leader has played in
keeping the BJP on its toes.

At a recent rally in Gwalior,
Digvijaya barely held backin crit-
icising Congress workers who
were not seen in the campaign
after being denied tickets. "l am
not seeing the faces of those who
were asking for tickets. Where
are they? Is this your loyalty to-
wards the Congress?" he said.

Digvijaya could argue he has
earned the right to deliver this
censure. The man who declared
he would not contest elections
for 10 years after the 2003 loss

Singh has spent the last five years travelling the state. P11

has spent the better part of the
past five years travelling MP.
Digvijaya may have tripped here
and there, and often trod indeli-
cately onto Hindutva territory
that the Congress approached
tentatively, but as far as the BJP
goes, he has been the face of the
Congress offensive.

Not surprisingly, for this elec-
tion, Digvijaya was given the ar-
duous task of energising the
Congress cadre in 66 seats seen
as BJP strongholds. He was hand-

picked for the job by Kamal Nath,
the Congress's undeclared CM
face for MP. Whether the
Congress finds itself in power or
not, come December 3, will have
alot to do with these 66 seats.
Digvijaya got onto the task
right after senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's Bharat Jodo
Yatra. By the time Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
had visited the state in August,
Singh had already put behind

him an 11-km walk barefoot
through the Berasia seat.
During his continuous tours
since, Digvijaya has attended
gatherings and stepped in to pla-
cate angry workers. The Gwalior
area where Congress rebel-
turned-BJP leader Jyotiraditya
Scindia's writ runs large was one
of the regions entrusted to
Digvijaya and his son Jaivardhan
(who 1is contesting from
Raghogarh). Should the Congress
avenge its 2020 government fall
and win MP, Jaivardhan is ex-
pected to play a larger role.
Some of the other notable
seats Digvijaya toured were
Budhni, the constituency of BJP
CM and its biggest face Shivraj
Singh Chouhan; Rehli, the con-
stituency of PWD Minister Gopal
Bhargava; and Khurai, where
Urban Administration minister
Bhupendra Singh is contesting.
But the party s still facing re-
bellions in over 40 Assembly
seats, with many of the party's
candidates shifting to the BSP.
Party leaders, however, say the
rebellion has been stemmed.

The numbers and the politics of PM’s PVTG push

ANJISHNUDAS
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

FIRST ANNOUNCED in the 2023-
24 Budget, the PM Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs) Development Mission
is finally on its way with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi launch-
ing it on the occasion of ‘Janjatiya
Gaurav Divas (tribal pride day),
in Jharkhand on Wednesday.

The programme, which rolls
out amidst an ongoing election
season and with the 2024 Battle
up ahead - and is timed with the
birth anniversary of tribal icon
BirsaMunda, plus being launched
from his birth place — aims to im-
prove the socio-economic condi-
tions of PVTGs.

Specifically, under the um-
brella scheme, 9 ministries will
implement 11 interventions, in-
cluding the PM Gram Sadak
Yojana, PM Gramin Awas Yojana,
and Jal Jeevan Mission.

In terms of outlay, the PVTG
missionis the largest targeting the
tribal community, at Rs 24,000
crore. In comparison, the 2023-
'24 Budget allocated Rs 60,000
crore for the National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme,
Rs 70,000 crore for the Jal Jeevan
Mission and Rs 79,590 crore for
the PM Awas Yojna.

The government also has um-
brella programmes for the devel-
opment of minorities, vulnerable
groups, STs and SCs, for which it
allocated Rs 610 crore, Rs 2,194
crore,Rs 4,295 crore,and Rs 9,409
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crore, respectively.

According to the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, India has 75 PVTGs,
who are characterised by “pre-
agriculture level of technology,
stagnant or declining population,
extremely low literacy, and sub-
sistence level of economy”. PVTGs
were recognised as a separate cat-
egory based on the findings of the
1961 Dhebar Commission. In
1975, there were 52 PVTGs and,
by 1993, the list had been ex-
panded to75in 18 statesand UTs.

Data from the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs and the 2011 Census
shows that Odisha has the largest
population of PVTGs at 8.66 lakh,
followed by Madhya Pradesh at
6.09 lakh and Andhra Pradesh (in-
cluding Telangana) at 5.39 lakh.
The total PVTG populationis more

than40lakh and thelargest PVTG
is Odisha’s Saura community,
numbering 5.35 lakh.

Of the five states voting in
Assembly polls this month, four -
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan and Telangana (data
available is combined with
Andhra Pradesh) - have PVTG
populations.

In Madhya Pradesh, the Baiga
and the Bharias are the largest
groups, at4.14 lakh and 1.93 lakh,
respectively. Baigas, the second
most populous PVTGinIndia, are
scattered across the forests of MP
and Chhattisgarh (where their
populationis 89,744),and rely on
shifting cultivation and forest pro-
duce for sustenance.

In the run-up to the Assembly
polls, the Congress in

Chhattisgarh granted habitat
rights to the Baigas, recognising
the community’s rights to their
customary territory, socio-cul-
tural practices, economic and
livelihood means. In total,
Chhattisgarh has 1.16lakh PVTGs.

In Rajasthan, there are 1.11
lakh PVTGs, all from the Saharia
community.

In Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, the largest PVTGs
groups are the Kondasavaras(1.39
lakh)and Kondareddis (1.08 lakh).

The BJP has launched several
tribal outreach efforts - from
choosing Droupadi Murmuas the
first tribal woman President to ho-
nouringlocalicons in tribal-dom-
inated regions.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
of the 47 ST seats, the BJPwon 31,
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also get Dalit votes due to its al-
liance with the BSP.

Asked about the workdonein
his constituency, Baghel says “alot
of development has happened”.
“Good roads have been made,
every village and section of soci-
ety have community halls. Solar
lights have been put up in several
villages and an irrigation system
has been setup.”

The CM also talks about bene-
fits of his schemes reaching vil-
lagers, and says more are on the
way. “l opened a university while
a processing plant for minor for-
est produce is coming up.”

Jitendra Verma, the district
head of Durg for the BJP, says sev-
eral promises such as the assur-
ance to make Patan a district re-
main unfulfilled.

However, inan election largely
about Baghel, few expect the CM
tonot prevail. “My vote share will
surely increase,” says Baghel.
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The politics behind Modi’s image
with Dalit leader in Telangana

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 15

ONE OF the defining images of
this election came on November
11 as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi consoled a teary-eyed Dalit
leader on the stage at a rally in
Secunderabad. Behind the pho-
tograph of Modi and Madiga
Reservation Porata Samithi
(MRPS) founder Manda Krishna
Madiga, which was shared
widely, is the story of the BJP’s
outreach to Scheduled Castes
(SCs) in the state.

In 16 of the state’s 33 districts
the Madiga community out-
numbers Malas, another Dalit
subgroup. While the BJP has not
yet warmed up to the idea of a
caste census that the Opposition
is demanding, Modi has prom-
ised to constitute a committee
for the classification of SC sub-
groups in Telangana.

The party is concentrating on
Madigas since they outnumber
Malas 60% to 40% at most places
and hold grievances for not get-
ting quota as per their numeri-

the Congress four and regional
parties nine.

Among the states going to
polls, Madhya Pradesh has the
most ST seats, at 47. Between the
2013 and 2018 polls, the BJP’'s ST
seats fell from 31 to 16; the
Congress tally went from15 to 30.

In Chhattisgarh, with 29 ST
seats, the BJP won 11 and three
seats in 2013 and 2018, respec-
tively. The Congress won 18 and
25. InRajasthan’s 25 ST seats, the
BJP’s tally fell from 18 in 2013 to
nine in 2018, while the Congress
got four and 12, respectively.

In each of these three states,
the BJP's relatively weak 2018 per-
formances in the ST seats could
have prompted the push to woo
tribal voters with the PVTG
Development Mission.
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PM Modi consoles Madiga
Reservation Porata Samithi
chief Manda Krishna
Madiga in Secunderabad
last week. P11

cal strength.

Manda Krishna Madiga has
accused the ruling Bharat Rashtra
Samiti (BRS) and the Congress of
ignoring Madigas, saying : “We
have been demanding for several
decades that there should be a
survey of SC sub-castes,and quota
injobs, education.”

BJP leaders are hopeful that
the PM’s announcement will
translate into votes but also ex-
press caution since the “Malas
and Madigas don’t vote en masse

for any party”.
Explaining why the Mala

community is in favour of cate-
gorisation, Manda Krishna
Madiga said, “There are fewer
Malas (compared to Madigas)
but yet they have a fair share in
government jobs and education
sector. Madigas need represen-
tation based on their numbers.”

According to the BRS govern-
ment, Dalits constitute 18-19% of
the state’s population. The MRPS
estimates that based on the 2011
Census the SC population is
54,32,680,0f whom 32,22,642 are
Madigas and 15,27,143 are Malas.

Of the 119 Assembly con-
stituencies, 19 are reserved SCs
while three of the 17 parliamen-
tary seats are earmarked for
Dalits (Warangal, Nagarkurnool,
and Peddapalli).

The BRS aunched the Dalita
Bandhu scheme to keep the SC
community placated. The scheme
provides a one-time financial as-
sistance of Rs 101lakh per benefici-
ary family but there is discontent
inthe community that not every-
one is receiving the benefits and
the selection process is slow.

PVTG POPULATION IN POLL-BOUND STATES

State | PVTG |

: populations !
MP . 6,08,639 !
Chhattisgarh,  1,16274 |
Telangana ! 5,38,994 |
Rajasthan 111,377 |

Source: Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Census 2011, Election Commission

2018 ASSEMBLY RESULTS IN ST SEATS

CHHATTISGARH
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Baiga| 414,526
Baiga| 89,744
Kondasavara 1,39,424
Saharia| 111,377
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Praveen
Chakravarty
replaces
Tharoor as

AIPC head

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE CONGRESS Wednesday ap-
pointed Praveen Chakravarty,
the head of its data analytics de-
partment, as chairman of the All
India Professionals’ Congress, re-
placing Lok Sabha MP and CWC
member
Shashi
Tharoor.
Tharoor
had been
heading the
AIPC since the
party set up
the depart-
ment in 2017
to reach out
and engage
with working professionals and
entrepreneurs in the country.
Sources said Chakravarty will
continue to head the data ana-
lytics department for the time
being. Chakravarty said the
“AIPC will strive to be the first
port of call for any professional
that wants to contribute, in
whatever form or size, to the
cause of amodern, liberal India.”
“Atatime whenthereisanat-
tackonthe veryideaof adiverse,
democratic India that we cher-
ish, it isincumbent upon profes-
sionals to step up and be counted
in this struggle to reclaim our na-
tion. Professionals bring a mod-
ern, forward looking, future first
outlook who understand the pri-
macy of economic development
and prosperity, which is what our
nation needs,” he said.
He said AIPC will provide av-

Praveen
Chakravarty

Navy Chief flags fragile situation in South China Sea

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE FRAGILE security situation
in the South China Sea, in addi-
tion to violations of established
Codes of Conduct or Confidence
Building Measures, poses a clear
and present danger to order at
sea, Admiral R Hari Kumar said
Wednesday.

At the Indo-Pacific Regional
Dialogue (IPRD), he said that
since the Indo-Pacificis the most
militarised in the world, it fur-
ther increases the probability of
the competition turning into a
conflict. The event was hosted
jointly by the Navy and National
Maritime Foundation.

“Owing to the increased
presence of multinational forces,
and differing interpretations of
international laws, there is this

fear that the Region's 'global
commons' can change to con-
tested seas,” the Navy Chief said.

He said that more than 50
warships of extra-regional forces
continue to remain deployed in
the Indian Ocean Region for dif-
ferent missions, such as for anti-
piracy patrol off the Gulf of Aden,
adding that the wider Indo-
Pacific also has significant naval
presence.

Citing two recent incidents,
during which trade and connec-
tivity at sea was hampered, he
said this contestation at sea can
have consequences for security.
The incidents he was referring to
were the blockage of Suez Canal
by MV Ever Greenin 2021 and the
disruption of Black Sea shipping
lanes amid the conflictin Europe.

Sources in the government
also said that the Indian Navy has
been keeping a close watch on

OPOLITICAL IMPACTS
= MARITIME TRADE AN
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Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankar with Navy chief
Admiral R Hari Kumar in
New Delhi, Wednesday. ANI

the movement of Chinese war-
ships and a submarine which are
participating in a naval exercise
with Pakistan. Both the navies
had kicked off a mega naval exer-
cise in the Arabian Sea which

also included their first joint
maritime patrol.

“As part of our comprehen-
sive maritime domain aware-
ness, the Indian Navy maintains
a close watch on all the move-
ments in the Indian Ocean
Region in line with national se-
curity interests,” a source said.

At the event, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman called
the India-Middle East-Europe
Economic corridor (IMEC)a win-
win situation for all involved, but
added that it is not without the
existing geopolitical challenges,
a worrying manifestation of
which is the ongoing conflict in
Israel and Gaza.

She said the IMEC will en-
hance transportation efficiency,
reduce logistic costs, increase
economic unity, generate em-

ployment as well as lower green-
house gas emissions.

“Itis a multimodal economic
corridor that incorporates multi-
ple networks of shipping, rail-
ways, and roadways and will also
include electricity cables, high-
speed data cables, and a hydro-
gen pipeline,” she said.

She said the project will con-
nect Indian ports such as the
Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Authority, Mundra (Gujarat),
and Kandla (Gujarat) to
Fujairah, Jebel Ali, and Abu
Dhabi in the UAE, and Saudi
Arabian ports of Dammam, Ras
Al Khair, and Ghuwaifat and a
rail segment that will continue
the IMEC and connect the Saudi
Arabian cities of Haradh and Al
Haditha, onward to the port of]
Haifa in Israel.
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[HARYANA SARASVATI HERITAGE]

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PHARMACEUTICAL
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH GUWAHATI

Employment Notification No. 04{c)/2023 Date:089/11/2023
NIPER-Guwahatl inviles onling applications for the position ol Assistant Professor
(Bwopharmaceulicals) on & contraciual basisirom allgible Indlan Mationals

Date & time of commencement of Applications 10/11/2023rom 11:00 AM
Last dale & time of Applications (Io be sant by MAIL) | 09/1279023 up to 5:00 PM

Ll dee Tor moeyt of hard copy of e | 11/1272023 up 1o 12 Noon
appiication alongwith all enclosures : '

For detailed qualifications and other requirements please visit the
websile: www.niperguwahati.ac.in Sdl- Registrar ilc

MORE FESTIVAL SPECIAL
TRAIN-2023

In order to clear extra rush of passengers during Chhath Puja

festival, Northern Railway has decided to run the following

additional Festival Special Train as per details given below:-
04070/04069 New Delhi - Purnea Jn. - New Delhi

Reserved Special Express Train

ur ljra Branch
POSSESSION NOTICE (SECTION 13 (4)) (For Immovable Property)

Whereas: The undersigned being the Authonsed Officer of the Canara Bank under Securitization And
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcament of Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) (herginafter
referred to as ™ the Act”") and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 {1.2) read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice Dated 08.09.2023 calling upon the
borrower Sri Mand Kishore Singh S/o Late Sri Ramautar Singh to repay the amount mentioned in the notice,
being amounts to Rs. 30.37 Lakh (Rs. Thirty Lakh And Thirty Seven Thousand Only), plus int. & other
charges within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said nofice.

The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower, Guarantor and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in
exercise of powers conferred on him / her under section 13 (4) of the said Act, read with Ruls B & 9 of the said
Rule on this 14th day of November of the year 2023,

The Borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the proparty will be subjact to the charge of Canara Bank for an
amount of Rs. 30.37 Lakh {(Rs. Thirty Lakh and Thirty Seven Thousand Only) plus interest & other
charges theraon.

The Borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of Section 13 (8) of the Act, in respect of time available, to
redeam the secured asseais,

Details of Security Assets : Deed No. 9008 Dated 08.09.2022, Situated at Khata No.— 151, Khesra No.— 1011,
1012, Mohalla- Pokhra Mohalla, Rev. Thana no. — 164, Survey Ward no. — 04, Anchal — Hajipur, Subdivision &
Sub Registry Office = Hajipur Distt. Sub. Registry Office — Hajipur, Distt. — Vaishali. Total Area — 1.95 Decimal
equivalent to 852 sqft. Boundary - North — Kali Chaudhary and athers, South — Rasta and Mukesh Kumar
Singh and others, East = Mohan Singh, West - Niz Jagdish Singh. Title holder - Sri Mand Kishore Singh Sio
Late Ramautar Singh, Sri Prakash Kumar S/o Sri Nand Kishora Singh, Sr Vicky Kumar S/o Sri Nand Kishore
Eingh & Sri Vijay kumar Ein;_lh =0 S Mand Kishore Eing h

Ghau

Train No.: 04070 * 1 Train Mo.: 04069
ARR. DEPR. STATIONS ARR. DEP.
== | 00:20 New Delhi _08:20 | - |
0:2:40 ——— Purnea Jn. - 0&:00

DATE OF RUN: 04070 from New Delhi on 17,11.2023 & 04069 from
Purnea Jn. on 18.11_2023.

STOPPAGE: Govindpun, Prayagraj Jn., Ft. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Jn., Buxar, Ara, Patna Jn., Mokama Jn., New Barauni Jn., Bagusarai,
Khagaria Jn,, Saharsa Jn,, Dauram Madhepura, Banmankhi Jn. &

Date : 14.11.2023

Place : Ghauspur ljra Authorised Officer (Canara Bank)

) CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR

Ganderbal www.cukashmir.ac.in

ADMISSION FOR PH.D. PROGRAMMES: 2023-24
Unling applications are Invited from eligible candidates with Fellowships [UGC-NET/JKF.
UGC-CSIR-NET /GATE /CEED & similar National Level Tests, as apolicabie] for admission to
PhD. Programmes In the following Departments for the Academic Session 2013-2¢
Management Studies, Tourism Studies, Urdu, Economics, Convergent fournalism,
Biotechnology, Mathematics, Physics, Physical Education, Education, Information
Technology, English, Commerce & Law.

Detailed Admission Notification including programmes, eligibility criteria, admission
procedure, general terms & conditions etcis available on the University website
wenwcukashmiracinThe online  applications shall be avaidable @
https: [ feukashmiradmsamartneduin/irom Kovember 16, 2023 at 3 P.M. & the st
date for sabmission of online forms is Rovember 25, 2013
No: CUKmir/DaA/PhD/Admission/2023-24,/001

Dated: 16.11.2023

Sd/-Director Admissions

DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(Government of Haryana)
SCO 217, 1st Floor, Sector-14, Panchkula-134109
T: 0172-2585551, 4111694
E-mail: sarasvatihdb.office @gmail.com
Website: www.haryanasarasvatiboard.in

CORRIGENDUM

Please refer to the Eol published on
15.11.2023 regarding setting up of exhibition at
Gita Mahotsav-2023 at Kurukshetra. The web-
site mentioned in the Eol may be read as
"www.haryanasarasvatiboard.in" instead of
www.sarasvastiboard.in. All terms and condi-
tions will remain unchanged. Sq/

For Chief Executive Officer
HSHDB, Panchkula

22656/Hry

“=~4 EAST BOUND FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS-2023

In order to clear extra rush of passengers during Chhath Puja Festival, Northern Railway has planned to run the following East
Bound Festival Special Trains from 16.11.2023 to 19.11.2023 in addition to noermal regular trains as per schedule given below:-

Pumea Court Stations.
ACCOMMODATION: AC-3 Tier Economy Class.

For any kind of information such as detalled Time-Table and stalions enroute efic,
passegers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways

enues for professionals to partic-
ipate in a broad spectrum of ac-
tivities from digital activism to
street activism, hashtag cam-

EAST BOUND TRAINS FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS ON 16.11.2023 (THURSDAY)

Arr.
Time

Accommodation Stoppages

Spl . Dept.
Station From Time

paigns to ground campaigns, vir- I:|E ui.'mdlzl::;ﬁ::_:;::z"ﬁ::-‘ . [— 04080 | New Dalhi 19:20 | Varanasi Jn 09:45 | 3 Tier AC, Sleepar & General Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Lucknow & Pratapgarh Stations
. Visi Badha Miehgibe - ! i Y500, Jownload RaidMadad apg.
tual events to phy51qal marches n 04066 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 23:00 | Patna Jn. 16:00 | 181 AC, 2 Tier AC & 3 Tier AC Kanpur Central, Prayagray, Varanasi, PT. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya & Danapur Stations
and rallies, community organis- | | Pleasejoin |~ =5 NORTHERN RAILWAY & - - _
i litical i cinati kit o Lot . = 01676 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 23:15 | Muzaffarpur Jn. | 21:15 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General Moradabad, Chandausi, Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Chhapra & Hajipur Stations
Ing to political participation, R Szdive |G’ Your Convenience - Our Concern &
shaping oplme @scourse toelec- | | (& R P 05284 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 13:25 | Muzaffarpur Jn. | (7:00 | 1stAC, 2 Tier AC &3 Tier AC | Kanpur Central, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyay, Busar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra, Sonpur & Hajipur Stations
toral manifesto ideas -
04002 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 00:05 | Patna Jn. 15:45 | 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General Kanpur Central, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations
-
s f I ; 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AL, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sttapur, Gonda, Gorakhpur, Siwan, Chhapra, Hajipur, Muzaftarpur,
" 1 - -I .
s BI S'I‘REStS% I-gsaE'I!; !!(EcglEl_!Y gRgNICE PR | e vl S, ) Skeeper & General Samastipur, Barauni, Begusarai, Khagaria & Simn Bhakhtiyarpur Stations
2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna- 800 001 s briﬁdtéeépiam o P 1500 AC Chair Car Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Staions
. . : Semang Ntle u's . : 15t AC, 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur, Burhwal, Gonda, Basti, Khalilabad, Gorakhpur,
A notice is hereby given that the following Borrower/s Sri Siddhnath Sav, S/o Sri Budhan Sav, Address: Kurthaul, 05116 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 14:45 | Chhapra (9:30 8 &G I Dearia & Siwan Statians
Near Brahm Sthan, PS- Parsa Bazar, Kurthaul, Patna-804453 have defaulted in the repayment of principal ' EHNS S
and interest of the loans facility obtained by them from the Bank and the loans have been classified as Non 02948 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 0030 | Paina Jn. 1gag | TEUAC. 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Govindpuri, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations
Performing Assets (NPA). The notices were issued to them under Section 13(2) of Securitization and Re- Sleeper & General
construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 on their last known addresses, : e : gE _ Kanpus Central Bravaarai Jn. Pt Deen Daval Unadhvava, Buxar & Ara Stations
but they have been returned unserved and as such they are hereby informed by way of this public notice. pets - ey Dedhl (Gat Shald | 25245 Painar/n. 5:50 | 3 Tier AG Economy Class P b ol ikl
Name Details of Properties/Address of Secured Date of Date of Amount 05066 | Mew Delhi 14:00 | Gorakhpur 04:15 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur, Burhwal, Gonda, Basti & Khalilabad Stations
of the Assets to be Enforced Notice NPA | outstanding 03208 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 09:30 | Ara 04-00 Sleeper & General Kanpur Central, Pryagran, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Dildarnagar, Gahmar, Buxar, Dumraon & Bibiva Staticns
Borrower / (as on the date T ‘]':I P R
Guarantor of Notice - ; ; . ovindpurl, Frayagral Jn., Pt Qeen Layal Upadnyay Jn, Budar, Ara, Fatna Jn.,
. - ) 02254 | New Delhi 19:00 | Darbhanga.Jn.| 14:45 | 1stAC, 2Tier AC &3 Tier AC Mcokama Jn., Barauni Jn. & Samastipur Jn. Stations
Siddhnath |[Deed No0.8581 dated 09.10.2015 in the name as on
Budhan Sav|situated at Mauza-Kurthaul, Pragna Vo Survey further interest Moradabad, Bareily, Lucknow, Rasbareity, &methi, Pratapgarh, Varanasi, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Thana-Phulwarisharif, Present Thana- Parsa and incidental (4060 | Anand Vihar Terminl | 10:30 | Jaynagas 15:15 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General : b e ' i i ol
Bazar, Avar Nibandhan Karyalay- Phulwarisharif expenses, Bunear, Ara, Danapur, Patiiputra, Hajipur, Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Darbhanga & Madhubani Stations
& Zila Nibandhan Karyalay & Thana- patna, costs 04012 | Mew Delhi 19:20 | Darbhanga Jn | 16:45 | 3 Tier AC, Sleaper & General Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gorakhpur Jn., Narkatiaganj, Raxaul & Sitamarhi Stations
Mulyankarn code No.162, Revenue Thana
No.110 (One Hundred Ten), Tauzi No.5186, 01678 | New Delhi 08:10 | Gaya Jn. 00:30 |2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Stesper & General | Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagra, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Bhabua Road, Sasaram & Dighi-on-Son Stations
Khata No0.136 (One Hundred Thirty Six), Vo
Survey Plot no.857 (Eitght Hundred Fifty Seven) 02250 | MewDalhi o | 19:10 | Patna Jn. 07:30 | 1st AC, 2 Tier AC & 3 Tier AC Kanpur Central Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations
Ka ansh, Area: 10 Dhur (1.5625 decimil). " | (Rajdhani Exp_Special) i b year R PR
Boundary: North-Niz Lekhykari, South-Haal 02246 | New Delhi {Gati Shat) | 23:45 | Patna Jn. 15:50 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya., Buxar & Ara Stations
Kharidar part Plot No.857, East-Rasta 12 ft wide :
left by land owner, West-Part Plot No.857. 02260 | Mew Delhi 18:15 | Bhagalpur 15:15 | 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General| Govindpur, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara, Paina, Kiul, Abhaypur, Jamalpur & Sultangan Stations
The steps are being taken for substituted service of notice. The above Borrower(s) and/or their Guarantor(s) Hew Dl : ; : . : .
(whenever applicable) are hereby called upon to make payment of outstanding amount within 60 days from 04004 | wyveserved Special 00:10 | Sitamarhi Jn. 23:30 General Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjehanpur, Sitapur, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur, Narkatiagan] & Raxaul Stations
the date of publication of this notice, failing which further steps will be taken after expiry of 60 days from the ; ; ; = ; ; I
date of this notice under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets 05072 | MNew Delhi 10:00| Chhapra 04:15 | 2 Tier AG, 3 Tier AG, Sleeper & General | Gheziabiad, Kanpur Central, Aishoag, Gomfinagar, Barabanki, Gonda, Basti, Khallabad, Gorakhpur, Deona & Siwan Stations
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002. Anand Vihar Terminal : Kanpur Ceniral, Prayagraj, PT. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara, Patliputra, Hajipur,
The borrower attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect off 04048 (Unreserved Special) 15:30 | Purnea Jn, 16:05 General Barauni, Begusarai, Khagaria, Mansi & Katihar Stations
time available to redeem the secured assets. _ - - :
Date : 16.10.2023 Authorised Officer D Anand Vihar Termi:ﬂal 25:45 | Saharsa Jn 0330 Baiieial Hapur, Moradabad, Bareilly, Hardoi, Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Deoria Sadar, Siwan, Chhapra,
Place : Patna State Bank of India, SARB, Patna {Unreserved Special) Hajipur, Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Barauni, Begusarai, Khagaria & Simri Bhakhtiyarpur Stations
: _ Govindpen, Prayagra) Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyay Jn, Buxar, Ara. Patna Jn., Mokama Jn., New Barauni Jn.,
GOVT. OF BIHAR 04070 | New Delni Oief Fumeddn. | e | A T Econany Caass Begusarai, Khagaria Jn., Saharsa Jn., Dauram Madhepura. Banmankhi Jn. & Pumea Count Stations
BIHAR COMBINED ENTRANCE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION BOARD TRAINS FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS ON 18.11.2023 (SATURDAY)
LAS, Association Building, Near Patna Airport, Patna-14. 04080 New Delhi 1820 | Varanasi Jn 09:45 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & Genaral Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Lucknow & Pratapgarh Stations
POST GRADUATE MEDICAL ADMISSION COUNSELLING (PGMAC)-2023 04488 | Anand \ihar Terminal | 23:15 | Gorakhpur 14:00 | 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC & Sleeper Ghaziabad Moradabad, Chandausi, Bareilly Cantt., Sitapur, , Gonda & Basti Stations
* MDY MS S IPGD S DN wree & I ) in (Govi) Pri » Medical € o $ihas
for MI 15/ PGD 7 DNRB (Degree & Diploma) in Govt) Private Medical Colleges of Bihar | | B | 2 Tier AC. 3 Tier AC. Govindour!. Prayaorsi. Pt Dear Dayal Upadhvay, Sasaram.
= e =t} 03576 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 11:55 | Asansol Jn. 10:20 Slasper & Ganera Pl O Sk Gave. Mnadaima 4 Dhanbad Satias
Advt. No.- BCECEB(PGMAC)-202%21 Dated : 15.11.2023 bceceboard.bihar.gov.inj | s s
1 . : | i 19: 45 | 2 Tiar A, 3 Toar AL, 4 Genar ' . Barei | ' ' B
Notice for PGMAC-2023 Stray "H'acancy Round Online C'DU"EEI""Q 04490 | New Delhi 15:35 | Darbhanga 16:45 | 2 Tier AC, 3 Toer AC, Sleeper & Genaral Maradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Narkatiagan|, Raxaul & Sitamarhi Stafions
In the light of MCC Notice Ref, F.No, U-12021/2023-MEC dated 14.11.2023 for conduction of | 04146 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 10:15 | Frayagraj Jn. | 20:00 | &TierAG, 3Ter AC, Sleeper & Generd Aligarh, Tundia, Etawah, Govindpur & Fatehpur Stations
Special Stray Vacancy Round of PG Counselling - 2023 for AIQ and State Quota seats of MDIMS/MDS) : ; _ ; 15t AC, 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, ;
DNB Course, Fresh Online Registration and submission of Application form are invited from such | 02248 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 00:30 | Patna Jn. 16:30 Sleeper & Ganeral Govindpuri, Prayagraj, PL. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations
qualified; eligible & interested NEET(PG)-2023 candidates for appeaning in the Special Stray Vacancy | Bapudham : Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Gorakhpur
Round Online Counselling of Post Graduate Medical Admission Counselling (PGMAC)-2023, who are 04018 | New Delni W33 | Matiari 1215 3 Tier AC Economy Class Paniya Hawa, Narkatizganj, Bettiah & Sagauli Jn.
not admitted in any Medical Colleges of India and donot come under the conditions of para 3 below on | ; ; " .
e - _ Anand Vihar Terminal _ . _ Kanpur Central, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara, Patfiputra, Hajipur,
the vacani seats of Government! Private Medical Col |'.'F,-'.‘*-\. of Bihar, 04053 Urraserved Speman (B:30 | Jaynagar 0700 Ganeral ML.I.ZEH;IIII'FIQIJF.JSEI'I'IEEtiPU[ ﬂy’amhﬂﬂgﬂyﬁy‘hﬂﬂd hubani Stﬂ'tll:ll'lg & p
2, Special Stray Vacancy Round Counselling will be conducted Online. ] ; _ _ _
. e x . ; : : : | Bapudham : Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Basti, Gorakhpur,
3, The candidates who fall under below mentioned conditions are not eligible to participate in Special 04028 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 01:00 Matihari 23:30 Sleeper, General i ; : - i
stray Vacancy Round Counselling of PGMAC-2023 based on NEET{PG)R2023 PR riaME, el ign, UL A SAHE :
{a)  Admitted through PGMAC-2023 Round 1 / Round 2 Counselling. 02246 | Mew Delhi Gati Shawt) | 23:45 | Patna Jn. 15:50 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya., Buxar & Ara Stations
(b)  Admitted through AIQ on the basis of NEET(PG}-2023 Round 1/ Round 2/ Round-3 Counselling e : ; Delhi Shahdara, Ghaziabad, Hapur Jn., Amrohe, Moradabad, Chandausi Jn., Aenla, Shahjahanpu, Hardoi, Lucknow
() Admitied through NEET{PG)-2023 Round 1 / Round 2 / Round-3 [ Stray Vacancy Round / . 03316 Delhi Jn, 14:00 | Chhapra 13:20 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper, General hodhya Cantt., Akbarpur, Shahgan|, Jaunpur, Kerakat, Dabhi, Aunihar, Gezipur E]JTy Yusulpur & Ballia

Special Stray Vacancy Round Counselling conducted by Other States.
(d)  Allotted through AIQ) on the basis of NEET(PG)-2023 Stray Vacancy Round / Special Stray

EAST BOUND TRAINS FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS ON 19.11.2023 (SUNDAY)

Vacancy Round Counselling, 04062 | Delhi Jn, 08:05 | Basauni Jn, 0B:30 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General | Aligarh, Tundla, Etawah, Kanpur Ceniral, Lucknow, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur, Siwan, Chhapra & Hajipur Siations
e}  Allotted through PGMAC-2023 Round-3 / Stray Vacancy Round Counselling. 1 : , : : : ; : :

If any candidate duly subits fresh Online Application form by providing wrong information, 05284 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 13:25 | Muzaffarpur Jn. | 07:00 | 1stAC, 2 Tier AC &3 Tier AC | Kanpur Central, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyay, Busar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra, Sonpur & Hagpur Stations
his / her Secunty Deposit amount paid Tor partcipating in Special Stray Vacancy Round Counselliing : 03228 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 09:30 | Ara 0400 Sleeper & General Kanpur Central, Fr-.rag'an. F1. Deen Dag,-al Upaahyaya, Di|I:|ErnEgEf. Gahmar. Buxar, Dumraon & Bikiva Stations
will be forfeited and he/ she will become not eligible for Special Stray Vacancy Round Counselling Mew Delhi ; :

, . . " . ’ - € 02250 aidly 19:10 | Patna Jn. 07:30 | 1st AC, 2 Tier AC & 3 Tier AC Kanpur Central Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations
as Data will be scrutinized before preparation / publication of Merit List {Piajeiisnd Exp. £ peial ’ e A
4, The online Registration and submission of Application Form wiall start from 17.11.2023 and close | 02246 | Mew Delhi iGati Shakf) | 23:45 | Patna Jn. 15:50 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya., Buxar & Ara Stations

on 20012023 (10,00 PM ). _
5, Detailed programme and process for Stray Vacancy Round Counselling of PGMAC-2021 |
IMD / MS / PGD / DNB (Degree & Diploma) Course] has been published through Adv. no. |
BCECEB(PGMAC)-2023/20 dt. 15.11.2023 which i1s uploaded on Board's websile |

beeceboard. har.gov.an, All concerned are requested to go through the advertisement uploaded on Board's |

During the Rail journey never travel with inflammable objects like Crackers, Petrol, Kerosene, Gas Cylinder etc.

For any kind of information, such as seat availability and time-table etc.,
passengers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or
may visit Indian Railways website https:/fenquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.
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Controller of Examination
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ON P—xGENDA

BESIDES A roadmap for science projects for the next five years,
on the agenda of Principal Scientific Advisor Prof Ajay Sood’s
meeting with science secretaries is chalking out a media strat-
egy, including for social media. A public outreach programme
will also be launched to promote the ‘top nine’ science stories.

NO B1AS PLEASE

ON THE occasion of ‘Bhai Dooj’, the National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) urged people to take a
pledge to ensure equal opportunities to women in organ trans-
plants. NOTTO promotes gender equality in transplants, the
apex organ donation regulatory body said. This comes after
reports that four of five organ recipients in the country are
men. Even when it comes to pledging to donate organs,
women take the lead. Of the 86,440 pledges received on the
government’s new Aadhaar-linked portal, more than 56% are
from women.

LAST WIsH

VETERAN RSS leader and former chief of the organisation’s
intellectual cell, Ranga Hari, who died on October 29, had left
behind written instructions for his funeral. He had wished
that his body should be put to fire at a cremation ground which
is not caste-specific. He had also wished that his ashes should
be immersed in Bharathapuzha, a river in his home state
Kerala. RSS sources said even in his death, Hari wanted to send
amessage to end caste discrimination and that Bharathapuzha
was the only river in India named after Bharat. He was finally
cremated at Ivarmadom Smashan in Kerala.

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF TRIBAL ICON BIRSA MUNDA

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,NOVEMBER 15

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi Wednesday launched aRs
24,000-crore project for vulner-
able tribal groups on the birth
anniversary of tribal icon Birsa
Munda from Jharkhand’s Khunti
district. The PM Janjati Adivasi
Nyaya Maha Abhiyan is meant
to ensure last-mile welfare
scheme delivery and protection
for Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs).

Ata gathering in Khunti, Modi
also launched the Visksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra, a nationwide pro-
gramme to reach out to all vil-
lages and include those eligible
for various central schemes.

The Prime Minister under-
lined that his government gave
priority to the deprived as
“someday he had eaten with
them, lived with them and their
families”. “Today in the land of
Birsa Munda, I have come to pay
off that debt,” he said.

Explaining the scheme for
tribal push, he said like there are
most backwards among the
backwards, there are PVTGs who
are backward among the Adivasi
community. “They (PVTGs) did
not get pucca houses, no schools
for their children... but now we
are reaching (out to them).
Earlier, governments only added
them to the data, butlam adding
to their lives,” he said.

On the third ‘Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas’, PM Modi visited Birsa
Munda’s family members in
Ulihatu village in Khunti. He also
paid floral tributes to the 25-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays tribute to Birsa Munda
in Ulihatu in Jharkhand on Wednesday. P11

foot-tall statue of BirsaMundain
Ranchi at the Bhagwan Birsa
Munda Memorial Park-cum-
Freedom Fighter Museum at the
Old Central Jail where he had
breathed his last on June 9, 1900.

During the gathering at Khuntj,
Modi said: “We take a pledge to
fulfil our dream by making India
aatmanirbhar and developed by
2047; eradicate the attitude of
slavery, be proud of the country's
rich heritage, will strengthen the
unity of the country and respect
those who protect our country and
discharge the duties of beinga cit-
izen of the country.”

India's Amrit Kaal needs a
new energy and the mantra for
that, he said, is to strengthen the
four pillars of this nation-
women, farmers, youth, the
middle class and the poor.

Modi also released Rs 18,000
crore as the 15th installment of

PM Kisan scheme for over 8 crore
farmers across the country.
Jharkhand has been showered
with schemes worth Rs 50,000
crore and has become the coun-
try's first state with 100 per cent
rail electrification, he said, adding
that tribals had contributed sig-
nificantly for the country but did
not get due recognition.

He said that during the two
tenures of the BJP government at
the Centre, 13 crore people have
come out of poverty. “Before we
(BJP) came (to power at the
Centre), many people did not
even have basic amenities. People
have lost hope that their lives will
ever change and the government
thought they were the ‘maa baap
(the final authority) of the peo-
ple, but we worked from ‘seva ki
bhaavna’ (a feeling to serve)...
People who were deprived were
given importance,” he said.

for vulnerable tribal groups

Removing Cong
necessary to
restore law and
order: Modi at
Barmer rally

Jaipur: Prime Minister Narendra

Modi Wednesday alleged that
the morale of terrorists and riot-
ers soars wherever the Congress
rules due to its “"appeasement
policy”.

Addressing an election rally
in Barmer, he said the upcoming
assembly election is not just for
electing MLAs, but it is for the re-
turn of law and order in
Rajasthan and to protect the cul-
ture and tradi-
tions of the
state by re-
moving the
Congress and
bringing the
BJP back to

epaper giniipre <. con m
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RAJASTHAN The prime

- = minister said
that in the last

five years, people in the state
have not been able to celebrate
any festival peacefully.

"Sometimes there are riots,
sometimes stone pelting and
curfew. This has been the picture
of Congress in the last five years.
Therefore, it is essential to re-
move Congress from here,” the
prime minister said.

Prime Minister Modi said
that under the Congress rule,
Rajasthanisleadinginincidents
of atrocities against women. PTI

Cash seizures in 5
poll-bound states
up: CBDT chair

New Delhi: In the five poll-bound
states, the Income Tax depart-
ment has seized more unex-
plained cash as compared to
elections held in those states ear-
lier, Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) Chairman Nitin Gupta
said Wednesday.

“States where we are right
now in the elections, we have
seized more cash than even
what was (seized) in correspon-
ding time in state assembly elec-
tions or even Lok Sabha 2019
elections,” Gupta said.

Around Rs 953.34 crore in
cash and other pollinducements
is estimated to have been seized
so farin the poll-bound states of
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Telangana and
Mizoram since the Model Code
of Conduct came into force on
October 9. ENS
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President Droupadi Murmu after paying tribute to Birsa
Munda during the celebration of Janjatiya Gaurav Divas in
Parliament on Wednesday. Prem Nath Pandey

Rahul, TMC’s Sircar

target govt over Cyprus
Confidential revelations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE OPPOSITION Wednesday
targeted the government over
the Cyprus Confidential revela-
tions on Indian businessmen
and NRIs acquiring citizenship of
Cyprus, adestination for floating
offshore companies, and keep-
ing a safe distance from Indian
law enforcement agencies.

On Wednesday, The Indian
Express, as partof a global investi-
gation in collaboration with the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists (ICI])and
other media partners, reported
that Gautam Adani’s elder
brother Vinod Adani, industrial-
ist Pankaj Oswal and real estate
baron Surendra Hiranandani
were among 66 Indians who took
the “golden passport” route to
Cyprus under a scheme that was
called the Cyprus Investment
Programme - it was scrapped in
2020. In a post in Hindi on X,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
said: “Why did the brothers of the
‘Param Mitr’ leave India in Amrit
Kaal? ‘Golden Passport’ means a
golden opportunity to steal — loot
public money, float shell compa-
nies and spend abroad.”

TMC MP Jawhar Sircar, in a
post, said: “Endless scams by
black-money racketeers, many
Indians. How many Indians
named in Offshore Leaks (2013),
HSBC Swiss Leaks (2015),
Panama Papers (2016), Paradise
Papers (2017), Pandora Papers
(2021) prosecuted in last 9 years?
Now add Cyprus Confidential.”

Responding to Rahul
Gandhi’s remarks, BJPIT Cell in-
charge Amit Malviya said it was
under the UPA that the India-
Cyprus tax treaty was signed,
creating a haven for tax evaders.

“You practically rolled out the
red carpet for investors to bypass
Capital Gains tax, with Cyprus
not imposing such taxes either.
Add to that the low withholding
tax rate, and you have got your-
self a perfect recipe for creating a
tax haven, luring businesses and
individuals to funnel money into
Cyprus,” he said ina poston X.

“The so-called 'Golden
Passport' that you accuse us of
promoting? It’s a relic of your
governance, a symbol of the
opaque, underhand dealings you
endorsed. ...Those who have left
are your 'Param Mitras'. ...Your
legacy of promoting tax havens
and opaque financial practicesis
what drove them out.”

Priyanka jibe at Scindia: Toppled
a govt, lived up to family tradition

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER 15

ALL-INDIA Congress Committee
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra Wednesday at-
tacked Union minister and for-
mer party colleague Jyotiraditya
Scindia, calling him a traitor for
“betraying the people by top-
pling an elected government”.
Priyanka was addressing a
rally in support of Congress can-
didate in the Datia Assembly seat
of Madhya Pradesh, which will
go to polls on November 17.
Attacking Scindia, who had
defected to the BJP, she said he
followed his family traditions
well. “I worked with Mr Scindia

in Uttar Pradesh, his arrogance

.. people in Uttar Pradesh don’t
have the habit of addressing
someone as ‘maharaj’. Party
workers would complain that
their work was not being done
until they called him
‘maharaj’. Nevertheless,
he has faithfully fol-
lowed his family's tradi-
tion. He toppled your
(referring to people)
government, which you

leader said.

Priyanka claimed that the
employment situation has been
the best in the country in
Congress-ruled Chhattisgarh
while it is poor in MP. She also
took potshots at
Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam
Mishra, the BJP candi-
date from Datia, saying
he watches movies the
entire day to watch

had voted for,” she said. DEZ%glé)N “who is in which at-

“There is one thing. MADHYA_| tire?” Priyanka said
Modi ji (PM Narendra — praADESH Chief Minister Shivraj
Modi) is good at recog- Singh Chouhan can out-
nising people. He has gathered shine Bollywood legend

traitors and cowards from all
over the world and taken them
into his party,” the Congress

Al Al X rgy Al II
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER L] TAMIL NADU SKILL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA E Request for Proposal RFP) [lea
Short Term Notice inviting E-Tender —
Letter No. 6245/14M-AC/2023-24 Dated: 02.11.2023| | Ref e TfoDCLSTA' 29?9/ B, ted from the Tamil Nadu S 41,202
1. The Superintending Engineer, Agra Circle, PW.D, Agra on behalf of Governor of equest for I"roposal IS nereby invited from the famil Nadu Skill Levelopment
o : . Corporation for the Selection of a Temping Agency for Providing Staffing / Temping
Uttar Pradesh invites the Percentage rate bids from the eligible and approved Service in Identifying and Onboarding Skilled Subject Matter Experts for the user
Contractors registered with UP, PWD, Road work. The Bidder may submit bids for Departments ying 9 J P
any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification P o .
criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award Th_e details of terms an(_j COhdItIOf_]S for the RFP can be.downloaded fr(?m th_e
of the contract website https://lwww.tnskill.tn.gov.in. Interested agencies shall submit theirn
2 applications through postal/courier. All other details are available in the above
S;_ - website. If there are any changes / corrections in the RFP, it will be published on
LT District T Namie of Work | Estimated 7 Bid C Time of — | Addressof | Address of | Address of  Category | .
No cost Security | Document | Completion | Executive Superinten- Chief of the above WebS|te Only . .
(lI(;.ci)n (Ilf:c;;n (in Rs.) exfcnugtiir:lege:he ding Engineer| Engineer = Contractor DIPR/6056/TENDER/2023 Managlng Director
work
A : I I , y s Office of The Superintending Engineer
[~ —Agra——{Special— Repair 9230 6.61 STC+TC+ |02 Month | Executive | Superintending’— Chief = Class— . .
Digner Netur P Santo S EwD. | e, b Agmzone Central Equipment & Stores Procurement Circle-Il,
Gangraua Gutila Agra Agra PWD., u "
727 Agra }:[(::(C:]lal Repair 34750 345 STC+TC+ | 02 Month | Executive | Superintending fli: Class Irrlgatl.on Departmept, Uttar PradESh,
el S e Frey e IR Ganga Sinchai Bhawan, Telibagh, LUCKNOW-226025
Road to Tourist Agra Agra PWD.,,
Village Barara Agra
Nagla Bhuria and GeM BID NOTICE
Nagla Hatti via
Agra Jagner Road .
) Agra Special Repair 34./0 3.4/ S1C +1C+ UZ Month EXecutive bupermTenamg hnier Class— GeM Bld NOI G EM/2023/B/41 81 980
work of ASR Road GST = Engineer, CD-| Engineer, Agra, Engineer, A,B,C .
b Ko 2360.00 2 WD, | Gircle, PWD. | Agra Zon, On behalf of the Honorable Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Online GeM
aulakha via gra gra "W.D., . . . . .
Road _ Agra Bid No. GEM/2023/B/4181980 is invited by the undersigned, from
=% Agra|Special — Repair] 33.00 T 330 STC +TC 02 Month Executive | Superintending! — Chief * Class HP H H H
¢ W‘;_rk o ‘Sika}l’d@ s Hngineer, CO) E{l‘;mﬂ, Agral Engincer, | A.B.C Original Manufactu rers or from thelr dealer§/ dlstrlb.u.tors/
B 20000 e[| el R D A e representatives/ channel partners authorized by the firm to participate
Agra in this bid, for the supply of Double Action Hydraulic Press,
| R ra ecial epair . . on xecutive uperintendin, ie ass | . . f
T Neworkwdolo| | | ast= | |Engineer,CD| Engineer Agral Enginer,| AL B Capacity-10 Ton and Capacity-5 Ton as per departmental technical
becgai Rond. | 230000 e T e o specifications for divisional workshops of various Tube well Divisions
Aere of Irrigation Department, U.P.. Last date of participation in the bid is
IS ra ecia epair . I . on xecutive | Superintendin ic ass . T e . .
P ek orntwo| | T [ Taste | [ Ensineen, CD| Engineen Agta| Brineer,| 4B 30.11.2023 16.00 PM. Details for eligibility, qualification, technical and
ehemsta © vid oot “aen | hg il Pw. | other conditions of bid etc. are available in the GeM Bid Document
i Link A uploaded on the GeM Portal. The undersigned reserves the right to
102 cancel any or all the e-bids/annul the bidding process without
7 Agra | Special Repair|  49.00 = 445 STC +TC+ | 02 Month Executive | Superintending.  Chief ~ Class . .
wqu of Kheragarh GST = Engineer, CD- Er}gineer, Agra, Engineer, A,B,C aSS|gn|ng any reason
e el IS o Superintending Engineer
Kurri Jajau Agra 1 H -
'8 Agra  |Special  Repair] 3950 | 395 STC+TC+ | 02 Month Executive | Superintending]  Chief Class UPID-1 ?,;,s@ouggzsmg?n11 2023 Centrall rEriqgl:t?;rI:egtega?ttnoflreenst Pl;opculr-euTlfzzﬁerIe ",
work of Kheragarh GST = Engineer, CD-| Engineer, Agra, Engineer, A,B,C . . . . y Wy
Road to Ayela 2360.00 2,PW.D., | Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone,
Road Khadar via Agra Agra PW.D.,
Nagla Chaubaniya Agra H H H H
B Agra  |Special  Repair] 37.00 | 3770 STC+TC+ | 02 Month Executive | Superintending]  Chief Class Offlce Of the Superlntendlng Englneer
work of Saiyan GST = Engineer, CD-| Engineer, Agra. Engineer, A,B,C H
Ladu Kheda R)(/)ad 2360.00 2g, PWD., Cilile, P.W.lgs., Agri Zone, B u IandShah r CI rc Ie, P-W- D-, B u IandShah r
Km 4 to Rampal Agra Agra PWD.,
la pura Road vi : : Agra No. 8028/96M(iv)-BSR Circle/2023-24 Dated- 01-11-2023
110 Agra :;:Z:: Repair| 48.00 = 440 STC +TC+ | 02 Month Executive | Superintending] ~ Chief ~ Class E-Procurement InViting Tenders
work of CATK GST = Engineer, CD-| Engineer, Agra| Engineer, | A,B,C On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Superintending EngineerBulandshahr Circle,
ﬁzz‘; 0 Shahgi‘?i 2360.00 2 i"‘:f-’ Cifdi 1:;’“3-’ Afj&/z];’“@ U.P.P.W.D., Bulandshahr invites following percentage rate bid online through
Singrawali Road ¢ ¢ Aera http://etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with P.W.D.
I'TT | Agra |Special  Repair| 66.50 5.32 STC +TC+ | 02 Month Executive | Superintending|  Chief Class class as per column no. 10 below Setu work Category as applled from Date 21.11.2023 to
g;’f}; of N‘gar;‘; 2225;0 e (E:‘i‘liil‘:’e]j’\j;g])m ;‘;‘fgﬁe A.B.C 28.11.2023 upto 12:00 Noon as per the prescribed T-2 of Govt. of U.P. The technical bids will
Thakurdas Road ' CAgra Agra | PWD. be opened online on dated 28.11.2023 at 12:30 P.M. If the office happens to be closed on the
. Agra date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day,
T Aga SpeRl_—Repatr| 150 | 403 STCFICy |07 onmh Enzflf:zrnvCeD Zi‘;fil‘:f“ﬁ;?f E]fgll‘;eefer Aflgfsc at the same time any validity of bid will be considered from the original date. The date and time
Bichpuri Road to 2360.00 2,PW.D., | Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, of opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website.
Maghtai Road Agra Agra PWD, [SI] Name of Work | Estimated| Bid | Time of Tender Address of | Address of | Address | Category
| | Agra No cost | Security| Completion| document Executive Superin- of Chief
3. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season. E_F;T(:; E_F;T(:; in::l?:i(ng incfﬁﬁing :(r;%l:ﬁﬁ; éﬁ;ﬁ:ﬂgr Engineet
4. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website rainy season GST (InRs.)  the work
http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 18-11-2023 to i—f-i- 2 3 4 5 6 7 s 9 10
25-11-2023.. Bids myst be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in e 8300 615 © 6Month  Tender Cost  Executive  Superintending  Chief o
and Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23-7/2020/176(1k0)/06 Dt Refer aaf 202324 Rs. Enginner Engineer | Engineer | Setu work
25-08-2020 on or before 12:00 pm Dt. 25-11-2023. Technical Bid received online will be opened zf‘.;m)ﬁ: i ?gg/:g?g?;_ Divi':i'gr‘f";i\fv'_&, g#g?gdgrﬁhgr "gii;‘“
on 25-11-2023 at 12:30 pm. 3 Rer affares o 97 Rs. 414.0 = Gautam Bulandshahar| P.W.D.,
5. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same gor: Farafor wref | 2714.00 | budhnagar Meerut
issued from approved agencies before submission of bids. [ 2w omorggeoe & 116.00 | 7.80 | 6 Month | Tender Cost|  Executive | Superintending  Chief | AB |
6. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable at gﬂ “’@;ﬂim 24 3 300526600+ F'i’g;ggl Bui‘”ngégﬁ;ar E’\’/‘Ig:‘r‘fﬁr Setu work
the time of payment. (@ORMaT0) @ Ffio-2 18% G.S.T. | Division, PW.D., Circle, PW.D.,|  Zone,
7. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be deducted from contractor’s bill at the time of payment. ﬁmlmaﬁ RZ?ﬂ%% T bfdiugzmar Bulandshahar f\’/-l\;‘g?u-t’
8. Original MM-11 forms proof of royalty shall have to be produced at time of every running bill = | l l 1 il
in accordance to Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology & mining utter Pradesh Letter No- 1. Time allowed for completion of Whole work is mention in col. No. 5 with including rainy
2146/86-2019-52(1k0)/2019 Dt. 30.09.2019, G.O. No- 115(1)/86-2020 dated 15.01.2020 and season.
0 %?erbrzlgvant Governmegttorders’ ‘fltr%ﬂ?r,s f(ir all thet m?t‘;’ntals p:()];urelg fromft%etquzmes' oy 2. The Tender Document fee must be deposited through Internet Banking only.
- Lhe bidders are required to submt firiginal receipt of Internet Banking of L-tender porta 3. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 years and details
Account as per GO. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 1.T./2017 T.C., L.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated- 9 . , P . . y y
03-12-2018 follows as - of maximum cost of work satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Chanakya Software
. ' . . before submission of tender.
(1) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet Banking i . L.
of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable). Details of e-tender uploaded on http.//gtender.up.nl-c.l.n shall talso be uploaded on UP PWD
(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column 9 by Internet Chanakya software,.b.efore last date & time of s.ubm|SS|on of bid. o
Banking of E-tender portal Account. 4. Terms & other' conditions 'related to bid gre available on http://et'ender.up.nlc.ln N
(3) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per 5. In PWD technical evalua.t|on of ter.lders is to be done by Prahari Software URL for Prahari is
provisions of Clause 4.4 B(ii) of ITB as per G.O. No.-3070/78-2-2018-421.T./2017(22)L.T. and http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/.
Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-01-2018.
(G.K. Varshney) (Kanchan Singh) (S.K. Gautam)
Executive Engineer Executive Engineer Superintending Engineer
CD-2, PW.D., Agra UPID-197423 Dt. 08.11.2023 (nand Humar) UPID NO. 197650 DATE- 14/11/2023 P.D., PWD Bulandshahar Circle
s s A WWW.up.gov.nic.in SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER ’ ’ ’
e AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D., AGRA WWW.UP.GOV.NIC.IN Gautambudhnagar PWD Bulandshahar

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

¥ RSl 5

HC/GD H S TIWARI HC/GD S S ROY CT/GD RAJU NUKALA

SCCL BELLAMPALLI BIOM BACHELI
16 Nov-2011

16 Nov-2007

BIOM BACHELI
16 Nov-2011

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these brave-
hearts. On this day, HC/GD H.S.Tiwari laid down his life
while saving the people from capsized boat in the river Chota
Mahanadi (MP). HC/GD S.S.Roy & CT/GD Raju Nukala laid
down their lives at the altar of duty while fighting with IWE
outfits at BIOM Bacheli, Chhattisgarh. Their courage and
bravery would remain an abiding source of inspiration for the
force. The force will remain eternally indebted to them for

their noblest deeds.

ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable Ashish
Singh of 31st Battalion, who made the
supreme sacrifice in the line of duty on this
day in Arunachal Pradesh in 2012.

Resident of
Sultanpur, Uttar Pradesh

Village Glahita, Dist.

Amitabh Bachchan. “But when
someone talks about work, he
starts behaving like Asrani”.

Cong candidate
from Rajasthan’s

Karanpur dies

Jaipur: Congress MLA and party
candidate from Rajasthan’s
Karanpur Assembly seat,
Gurmeet Singh Kooner, died at
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in Delhi on
Wednesday, ten days before the
state goes to polls. He was 75.
Kooner was admitted to the
Geriatric Medicine Ward
(GMW) of AIIMS at around 5 pm
on November 12 and died at
6:25 am on Wednesday, accord-
ing to the death certificate issued
by the hospital. Kooner was suf-
fering from kidney ailments and
hypertension and the immedi-
ate cause of his death was given
as sepsis with septic shock.
Kooner was a three term
MLA from Karanpur in
Ganganagar district. ENS
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1,400 medical seats
still vacant, panel to
hold special round
of counselling

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

The Medical Counselling
Committee will conduct a spe-
cial counselling round to allot
more than 1,400 seats that were
left over after previous rounds, it
islearnt. The seats remained va-
cant despite the government do-
ing away with a cut-off

Registration for the round is
likely to open by November 17,
with the result likely by
November 24.

A similar special round of
counselling was conducted for
remaining UG seats as well.

“When we have allowed a
special round of counselling for
MBBS seats, we have to do the
same for post-graduation as
well. Every seat that has been
created is a resource and we
have to try to ensure that it gets
utilised,” said a senior official
aware of the matter.

An association of medical
colleges from Tamil Nadu has
also filed a plea seeking exten-
sion of the counselling process
to ensure the seats get utilised.

Usually, there are three rounds

of counselling where seats are al-
lotted based on the centralised
merit list. There’s also a last stray
vacancy round where seats are al-
lotted by individual colleges.

All the rounds of counselling
in 2023, including the forthcom-
ing special round, will be based
on the centralised merit list. This
special fifth round of counselling
comes even as the government
did away with the cut-off third
round of counselling onwards
with more than 13,000 seats re-
maining vacant. Usually, the eli-
gibility for PG seats is 50 per-
centile, whichis reduced during
the later rounds of counselling,
but this is the first time it has
been dropped to zero.

An analysis of seat allotment
after the third round shows that
doing away with the cut off re-
sulted in seats being allotted to
candidates who have scored 11
out of 800 in the general cate-
gory and 5 out of 800 in the OBC
category. It also resulted in gen-
eral category candidates scoring
less than SC/ST candidates also
being allotted seats.

The NMC is looking at rea-
sons why seats continue to re-
main vacant.

Top court to Centre:

Make model for girls’
toilets in proportion

to their number

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER15

THE SUPREME Court has asked
the Centre to set down a “na-
tional model for the ratio of the
number of girls’ toilets per female
student population across gov-
ernment-aided and residential
schools in the country” before it
finalises the draft National
Menstrual Hygiene Policy, 2023.

A  three-judge bench
presided by Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud also asked the
government to bring about uni-
formity in terms of the modali-
ties to be followed for the distri-
bution of sanitary napkins.

The bench, also comprising
Justices ] B Pardiwala and Manoj
Mishra, also asked the Centre to
consider the practices followed in
different States in order to arrive
at the optimum policy which en-
sures that an adequate supply of
sanitary napkins is made avail-
able to female students in schools
in the requisite age group and that
the modalities for distribution are
facilitative in all respects.

The directions came on a PIL
filed through Advocate Varun
Thakur seeking direction to the
Centre, states & Union Territories
to ensure provision of free sani-
tary pads to every female student
in classes 6 to 12, separate toilets
for females in all government-
aided and residential schools and
to undertake awareness pro-

grammes on maintenance of toi-
lets and spread of awareness.

Senior Advocate Vibha Datta
Makhija, who appeared for peti-
tioner Jaya Thakur, pointed out
thatadolescent females between
the ages 11 to 18 coming from
poor families face alot of difficul-
ties due to the lack of these facil-
ities and eventually leads to their
dropping out of school.

On April 10, the court had
asked the Centre to engage with
all state governments and Union
Territories to ensure that a uni-
form national policy is formulated
with sufficient leeway for the
States and UTs to make adjust-
ments based on the prevailing
conditions in their territories.

Italso asked all states and UTs
to submit their menstrual hygiene
management strategies being ex-
ecuted either with help of funds
by Central government or through
their funds to mission steering
group of National Health Mission.

The court said the mission
steering group shall reevaluate na-
tional guidelines based on expe-
riential learning of previous
decade or so and nominate secre-
tary in the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare as the nodal offi-
cer to facilitate coordination with
all other ministries of the Union
and state governments and Uts.

On November 6, the Centre
told court that a draft policy was
formulated for distribution of san-
itary napkins to female students
in schools across the country.

AVANEESHMISHRA
UTTARKASHI,NOVEMBER 15

ASTHE operation to save 40 work-
ers trapped inside an under-con-
struction tunnel in Uttarkashi en-
tered the fourthday —apartof the
tunnel had collapsed at 5.30 am
on Sunday — rescuers faced yet
another setback when an auger
machine brought to drill through
the rubble and create a passage
struggled to carry out the task.

As the next option, rescuers
brought in state-of-the-art, US-
made “horizontal dry drilling
equipment with auger” on
Wednesday. The machine was air-
lifted from Delhi using two
Hercules C-130 planes, and
brought to the spot in three parts
that were later assembled. The
machine is used in operations
where drilling is performed hori-
zontally, typically without the use
of water or other drilling fluids.

The auger is a rotating drill bit
or tool that is helical in shape and
is used to create holes or excavate
material by removing it from the
drilling surface. The rescue plan
remains the same — using the
“trenchless” technique and creat-
ing a passage with 900 mm wide
mild steel pipes that the workers
can crawl through.

In the first two days, the plan
was toremove debris using heavy
excavator machines, and prevent
more debris from falling using the
“shotcrete method” — as soon as
debris is removed, concrete is shot

= =
”}f
-

A protest at the tunnel site over delay in rescuing the trapped workers. P11

at high pressure to prevent more
from falling. This was only par-
tially successful.

Therescuers opted for a differ-
entapproach — of using the auger
drilling machine — Tuesday night.
About two metres of pipe wasalso
inserted into the debris through
the machine. However, the ma-
chine, provided by Vardhman
Engineering Works, was not able
to cut through the debrisata high
enough speed. A decision was
then taken to remove that ma-
chine and bring a bigger one.

“After the previous plansfailed,
we have switched to the next plan.
We are first installing an additional
125 mm pipe for air, food, camera,

BURNING TRAIN

and communication. That pipe is
already 12 metres in. Also, a state-
of-the-art, US-made horizontal
drydrillingequipment with auger
has arrived from Delhi on two
Hercules C-130 planes,”
Bhupendra Singh, DGM, Rail Vikas
Nigam Limited (RVNL) told The
Indian Express. The RVNL has now
been given the responsibility to
carry out the drilling operation.
“We are almost certain this
planwill work. If not, the final op-
tion will be using conventional
drilling using the pipe roof um-
brellamethod. Under that, we will
build an entire tunnel and it will
take five to six days as it goes just
around 10 metres aday. However,

Three coaches of the New Delhi-Darbhanga Special Express were damaged after a fire broke
out in the train near Etawah in Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday,, officials said. Four people
suffered minor injuries. The cause of the fire was not known immediately. P11

No licence for running casino in Goa if
applicant convicted: Govt notification

PAVNEET SINGHCHADHA
PANAJI, NOVEMBER 15

CASINO OPERATORS and appli-
cants seeking licences to run a
casino in Goa will not be granted
one if they or employees in key
managerial positions are con-
victed of a criminal offence that
is punishable with imprison-
ment of at least two years.

The Goa government has
amended ‘The Goa Public
Gambling Act, 1976’ and a
gazette notification was issued
by the government Monday.

According to the amend-
ment, if a casino operator is con-
victed after getting the licence,
the licence shall stand immedi-
ately cancelled and the fees paid
will be forfeited by the govern-
ment.

Casino operators seeking a li-
cence will have to submit a po-
lice clearance certificate for
criminal background checks. The
applicants will have to submit
information to the government
pertaining to details of pending
criminal cases against the appli-
cant, shareholders, partners, per-
sons holding significant or con-
trolling interest and senior
management officials.

we are sure it will not come to that
and the second plan will work.”

The pipe roof umbrella
method is a technique used in
tunnel construction, particularly
insoft orloose ground conditions
where thereisarisk of tunnel col-
lapse during excavation. This
method involves the use of pipes
or tubes to create a protective um-
brella-like structure within the
tunnel’s excavation face to sup-
port and stabilise it.

Adesh Jain, owner of
Vardhman Engineering Works,
said his machine is 35 HP (horse-
power) and weighs 9 tonnes,
while the new machineis around
175 HPand weighs 25 tonnes. The

Inmate kills
undertrial in
Rajasthan jail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 15

THE POLICE have lodged an FIR
after a jail inmate was killed by
another inmate in a Bikaner jail
on Wednesday.

According to Beechwal police
station SHO Mahendra Dutt
Sharma, the incident took place
around 1:45 am in the jail bar-
racks when Sajid Husain, who
was sleeping, was attacked by
another inmate, Budhram Nayak
of the same barrack, with abrick,
leading to his death.

Sharma said that while the de-
ceased was under trial, accused is
serving a sentence under section
302 (murder) of the Indian Penal
Code and that both are residents
of Hanumangarh district. The SHO
added that no previous enmity
has emerged between the two.

People’s Union for Civil
Liberties targeted Rajasthan gov-
ernment over failure “to protect
life, liberty and give a safe space to
22-year-old Sajid, who waslodged
in Bikaner Jail, u/s 308, IPC (at-
tempt to culpable homicide)."

Inastatement, the PUCL said
that Budhram, a convict, was a
depression patientand had been
put into a restricted access spe-
cial ward with 17 other prison-
ers, including Sajid. The PUCL de-
manded a compensation of Rs
501akh to the family of Sajid and
an independent enquiry.

Uttarkashi tunnel rescue operation faces
setbhack, blgger machme flown from Delhi

platform to support both ma-
chines is also different. Through
the new machine, 5 metres of de-
bris can be removed per hour. The
workers were trapped behind
roughly 50-55 metres of debris,
some of which hasbeen removed.

“Forthelast three days we have
been trying to get the workers out.
But the rock here is very fragile.
Whatever we dig, more debris
falls. Therefore, we are focusing on
inserting the mild steel pipes. The
latest machine has arrived. We are
two-three metres inside, and the
rate of penetration of the new ma-
chine s higher at around four-five
metres in one hour. Tentatively, it
will take 10-12 hours for 50 me-
tres,” said Anshu Manish Khalkho,
director NHIDCL.

In a statement, the state gov-
ernment said the help of special
teams from Norway and Thailand
is also being taken. “The rescue
team has contacted the Thailand
company which had rescued the
children trapped in the cave there.
Norway's NGI agency has also
been contacted to obtain specific
suggestions for operations inside
the tunnel,” said the government.

Meanwhile, tunnel workers
and locals gathered at the siteand
protested against the administra-
tionand the construction firm, ac-
cusing them of not doing enough
torescue the men. “The construc-
tion firm officials are not talking
to us properly, noris there any in-
formation on what is happening
inside,” said Luv Kumar Raturi, a
construction worker.
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Workers stuck in
tunnel complain

of nausea and
headache

AVANEESH MISHRA
UTTARKASHI,NOVEMBER 15

WITH 40 MEN having spent over
80 hours trapped inside the tun-
nel in Uttarakhand that collapsed
on Sunday morning, the Chief
Medical Officer of Uttarkashi, RCS
Panwar, Wednesday reported
concerns regarding their health.
He said that some of those in-
side have complained of minor
headaches and nausea,and added
that delivery of essential medi-
cines, multivitamins, glucose and
dryfruitsis being ensured through
asix-inch pipe to aid the men.
Plus, arrangements have al-
ready been made for when the
men are rescued. This includes a
six-bed makeshift hospital near the
tunnel, and provisions to transfer
serious cases to AIIMS Rishikesh.
B S Pokhriyal, a general physi-
cian, communicated with labor-
ers via the pipe on Wednesday.
Describing the workers’ con-
dition, Pokhriyal said that some
have complained of vomiting,
headache, anxiety and gastritis.In
response to these issues, medica-
tions for vomiting and provisions
such as dry fruits, chickpeas, and
puffed rice were sent in.

I&B asks three OTT
platforms to remove
‘obscene’ content

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

CRACKING DOWN on OTT plat-
forms hosting obscene content,
the Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting (I&B) is learnt to
have ordered three platforms —
Hunters, Besharams and Prime
Play — to take down such content
or face action.

According to sources, this is
the first time where laws pertain-
ing to vulgarity have been in-
voked against OTT platforms.
Various web-series on these plat-
forms were examined and the
content was found to be prima
facie obscene and borderline
pornographic, said sources.

Consequently, notices were is-
sued in the last week of October
regarding violation of the IT Rules,
2021, and other laws related to
obscenity and vulgarity, includ-
ing Sections 67 (publishing or
transmitting obscene material)
and 67A (publishing or transmit-
ting of material containing sexu-
ally explicit act) of the IT Act,
2000. The platforms were given
five days to ensure compliance.

All three platforms are oper-
ated by a Thane-based company,
Webworld Multimedia Private
Limited. When contacted, a
spokesperson of the company
confirmed that the content was

taken down, and further review of
all content was being conducted.

According to sources, the I&B
Ministry has been dealing with a
rising number of complaints re-
garding vulgarity on OTT plat-
forms. While there are 57 regis-
tered OTT platforms at present,
most of these complaints pertain
to unregistered platforms that
have mushroomed recently.

All three platforms which
were ordered to take down con-
tent were unregistered.

Sources said I&B Ministry may
invoke Indecent Representation
of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986,
in future, which is punishable
with imprisonment.

Over the last few months, I&B
Minister Anurag Thakur has of-
ten spoken about the rise in ob-
scene and abusive content on
OTT platforms. “The government
is serious about the complaints
of increasing abusive and ob-
scene content on OTT platforms.
If there is a need to make any
changes to the rules over this, the
ministry will consider it... The
government won't back down
from taking necessary action,”
he had said earlier.

At a meeting with represen-
tatives of OTT players in July,
Thakur had underlined their re-
sponsibility to ensure their plat-
forms don't propagate vulgarity
and abuse.

Subrata Roy: The man who built an empire — until it all fell apart

From a chit fund business in 1978, Roy spread his footprint to aviation, realty, media, manufacturing and retail trade. The story of a spectacular rise and a sensational fall

BHUPENDRAPANDEY
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 15

FOR VERY long, Subrata Roy led a
charmed life.

A thirty-year-old who started
a chit-fund business from a small
one-room office on Cinema Road
in Gorakhpur in 1978 with a cap-
ital of Rs 2,000, Roy went on to
spread his footprint in every con-
ceivable sector — fromaviation to
real estate, media, film produc-
tion, manufacturing and retail
trade. It was the kind of expansion
a newly liberalised India hadn’t
witnessed until then, making him
the “biggest employer after the
Indian Railways”, as the Time
magazine declared in 2004.

Only, the good times were too
good to have lasted.

In2014, Roy was jailed follow-
ing allegations that his SaharaInd-
ia Pariwar, which he headed and
of which he was the self-anointed
‘Sahara Shri’, had defrauded in-
vestors of thousands of crores.

On Tuesday, Roy died in a
Mumbai hospital of a cardiores-
piratory arrest. He was 75.

Building an empire

Born in Bihar’s Araria district,
Roy spent his childhood in
Calcutta before his father's jobata
sugar mill in UP’s Deoria district
got the family to move to the adja-
cent Gorakhpur district. After a
diplomain mechanical engineer-
ing, Roy started his chit fund busi-
ness in Gorakhpur before making
Lucknow the centre of his busi-
ness empire.

The imposing Sahara Tower is
among Lucknow’s earliest high-
rises, towering above the nearby
buildings at Kapoorthala crossing,
one of Lucknow’s most promi-
nent locations. Built in the mid-
1980s, this was the headquarters
of the Sahara India chit fund busi-
ness and it was here that Roy sat,
in his luxurious office on the top
floor. In early 1990, after Roy
launched his newspaper Rashtriya
Sahara, which was among the top
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three Hindi dailies in the 1990s
and 2000s, another Sahara Tower
came up close to the first one.

Butitis SaharaShahar —Roy’s
fortress-like residence in the posh
Gomti Nagar area of Lucknow —
that’s the stuff of stories, both real
and apocryphal. Spread across
270 acres, since the mid-1990s,
this has been his family home
where he lived with his wife, two
sons and parents.

It was during the Mulayam
Singh government’s termin 1995
that Roy got 170 acres on lease
from the Lucknow Municipal
Corporation; the remaining 100
acres, in the city’s green belt, was
given to him on lease by the
Lucknow Development Authority.

With the land mired in legal
hurdles, not all of 270 acres could
be developed, but where he could,
Roy built big, glamorous auditori-
ums, theatres, luxurious guest-
houses, Sahara India offices, malls,
commercial complexes, residen-
tial colonies with flats and cot-
tages, and what was unheard in

ey

Outside Sahara Shahar in Lucknow, Wednesday. Vishal Srivastav

those times — a helipad, complete
with a fuel station.

Astatue of MotherIndiaat the
entrance greeted both Roy’s high-
profile guests and the common
Lucknowites, who hoped to geta
peek of the mansion behind the
high walls but were kept out.

Residents of Vipul Khand
colony, which lies across the road

from Sahara Shahar, speak of how,
for about a decade after 2000,
when the mansion came up, the
sounds of choppers taking offand
landing and the sight of limou-
sines streaming in and out were
part of their everyday life.

Politics & the high table
However, by the mid-1990s,

Roy had made a name for himself
in political circles as he hob-
nobbed with some of the top
politicians in Uttar Pradesh then.

Roy is known to have devel-
oped close ties with then Congress
stalwart Vir Bahadur Singh, who
was UPCM from 1985 to 1988 and
who, like Roy, hailed from
Gorakhpur. After Singh’s deathin
1989, Roy caught the attention of
another rising star in UP politics,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, who
headed the first Janata Dal govern-
ment in the state in 1989. By the
time Mulayam founded the
Samajwadi Party in 1992, Roy had
found his space in the leader’s in-
ner circle, which included politi-
cian Amar Singh, business mag-
nate Anil Ambani and superstar
Amitabh Bachchan. Around this
time, he is also known to have
played akeyrolein the party’s poll
contests —both Parliament and
the state Assembly.

During the 1996 Lok Sabha
election, when the Samajwadi
Party fielded film star Raj Babbar

against BJP stalwart A B Vajpayee
in Lucknow, Roy took over reins of
Babbar’s election management.

The consummate business-
man that he was, Roy knew who
he had to bet on. Vajpayee won
thatelection and became the PM.
After the swearing-in ceremony,
he came to Lucknow and ad-
dressed a public meeting. While
Vajpayee was giving his speech,
Sahara India choppers showered
flower petals at the meeting.

As Roy’s clout peaked be-
tween 1995 and 2006, Lucknow
had its share of Bollywood glitz
as top film stars and celebrities,
from Amitabh Bachchan to Shah
Rukh Khan, Salman Khan, and
the Indian cricket and hockey
teams, besides prominent politi-
cians, graced Roy’s parties and his
residence at Sahara Shahar.

The first time Roy faced some
government action was in 1999,
during the tenure of the BJP gov-
ernment led by Kalyan Singh.
Singh had ordered the razing of
the boundary walls of Roy’s

dream project, ‘Sahara Shahar’,in
the posh Gomti Nagar area, which,
according to the Lucknow
Development Authority, was
made on encroached land. In
2008, then CM Mayawati ordered
the construction of a flyover, with
the government taking over a big
portion of Sahara Shahar.

In 2011, with SEBI taking cog-
nisance of complaints that Sahara
India investors were being paid
their savings, Roy’s empire started
to shrink. As his newspaper, TV
channels and real estate busi-
nesses either stopped doing busi-
ness or were closed due to court
cases, his residence, Sahara
Shahar, and Lucknow headquar-
ters of his empire, Sahara Towers,
wore a deserted look.

On Wednesday, for the first
time in a decade, the gates of
Sahara Shahar were thrown
open. Once again, like the old
times, cars streamed in and out
as hundreds turned up to pay
homage to the man who built —
and lost — an empire.
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BECAUSE TRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A WIDER GAP

It may be only a monthly spike, but high trade
deficit will need to be monitored carefully

CCORDING TO THE official trade data released for October, India’s trade

deficit hit a record high in October. The merchandise exports grew by 6.29

per cent while the merchandise imports grew by 14 per cent. In absolute

terms, in October, India exported goods worth $33.57 billion while import-
ing goods worth over $65 billion. A trade deficit refers to the excess of imports over ex-
ports in a country that trades with the rest of the world. While any developing economy,
such as India, typically has a gap between its exports and imports — with imports lead-
ing the exports — the quantum of this gap and what is causing it are key to reading trade
data. The trade deficit should ideally not become too high, especially in relation to the
overall size of the economy (read the gross domestic product).

On the export front, the increase in October should be seen as a welcome development
given the rather anaemic performance of the country in this sector in the recent past. For
instance, October is only the second month when merchandise exports have grownin the
current financial year that started in April. If one takes the calendar year, October is just the
third month when exports have risen. Leading the pack in terms of growth rate were drug
and pharma exports, which grew by over 29 per cent in October to $2.42 billion. Electronic
goods, engineering goods and agricultural items also did well. But beyond the growth rate
relative to October 2022, the picture changes somewhat. The fact is that in October 2021,
India’s exports stood at $35.7 billion. That India’s exports in October are roughly 6 per cent
below what they were two years ago puts this latest increase in perspective. On the import
front, the story is slightly different. Even though import growth has also been negative for
India for the most recent months, yet in absolute terms, they have continued to grow from
October 2021 ($53.6 billion) to 2022 ($57.9 billion) to $65 billion now.

While both exports and import growth rates have either been negative or muted,
October saw a massive divergence between the two trend lines. As a result, India’s trade
deficit at a monthly level has grown to $31.5 billion in October — a record high. A big cul-
prit has been the near doubling of gold imports in October — from $3.7 billion to $7.2 bil-
lion. Even though it is only a monthly spike, a high trade deficit should always be moni-
tored. That's because when India imports more than it exports, the domestic currency’s
strength relative to other currencies such as the US dollar takes a hit. A relatively weaker
rupee further worsens the trade deficit because more rupees are required to buy the same
set of imports in the future.

NECESSITY OF EMPATHY

Reduction of a complex political and humanitarian crisis in
West Asia to an us-versus-them binary needs to stop urgently

HE RESIGNATION OF poet and cultural theorist Ranjit Hoskote from the

Finding Committee for Documenta 16, the 2027 edition of the premier quin-

quennial art exhibition in Germany, is of a piece with other instances of clam-

pdown on contrarian voices on the crisis in West Asia. In Mumbai-based
Hoskote's case, the resignation came after charges of anti-Semitism and sympathising with
the BDS (A Palestinian-led movement promoting boycotts, divestments, and economic
sanctions against Israel) in an article published in the German daily Stiddeutsche Zeitung
last week. Hoskote had been a signatory to a 2019 BDS India petition protesting a discus-
sion on “Zionism and Hindutva” in Mumbai. In his resignation letter, Hoskote noted that
“there is no room, in this toxic atmosphere, for a nuanced discussion of the issues at stake.
And now — in what strikes me as a doomed attempt to save a situation that is beyond
saving —Iam being asked to accept a sweeping and untenable definition of anti-Semitism
that conflates the Jewish people with the Israeli state; and that, correspondingly, mis-
represents any expression of sympathy with the Palestinian people as support for Hamas.”

Itis a crucial point that Hoskote makes on the conflation of a complex political and hu-
manitarian crisis into an us-versus-them binary that demands complete and unwaver-
ing certainty across the aisles. From elite American universities dissociating from and
censuring protesting students to former British Home Secretary Suella Braverman terming
the recent pro-Palestinian rallies in London as “hate” marches, since the beginning of the
latest conflagration in October, support for the Palestinian cause, attempts to point at
Israel’s role in the crisis, or marches calling for ceasefire have met with swift pushbacks
and accusations of anti-Semitism.

The problem with such cancel culture is that it promotes a rhetoric of umbrage that is
myopic and isolatory. In its dissonance from the complexities of the issue and its rigid dis-
owning of the rights of the other, it closes itself to nuance of course, but also to empathy.
Hoskote's resignation came on a day when the Israeli pushback against Hamas’ act of ter-
ror on October 7 reached Gaza’s largest hospital, al-Shifa, already beleaguered by lack of
electricity and other vital, life-saving resources. It also came soon after a senior member of
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu's government stated that Palestinians should voluntarily
emigrate to other countries as Israel could no longer accept Gaza as an independent entity.
With the death toll in the ongoing conflict estimated to be well over 11,000 and even more
displaced, the crisis does not require moral certitude or self-righteous echo chambers. What
it needs, instead, is a humanitarianism that recognises the irreparable damage that has al-
ready been wrought on both sides, and that needs to stop without further delay.

SAY INDIAN CHEESE

With its cheese recognised on a prestigious global platform,
country can finally take its place in cheesemaking cultures

IME WAS WHEN all that Indians knew about cheese was that a cube of it, stuck
on a toothpick with a piece of pineapple and a cherry, made for a party snack.
Or that grated over vegetables and popped into the oven till it was golden, it
was an effective inducement for fussy young eaters to consume some fibre.
From those early encounters with (mostly processed) cheese to now, with the homegrown
Eleftheria Cheese’s Brunost (Norwegian-style whey cheese) winning fourth place at the
World Cheese Awards, India’s relationship with this dairy product has come along way.
While the general lack of interest in cheese in a country that produces and consumes as
much dairy as India, may have confounded turophiles, certain indigenous varieties have
long existed. The ubiquitous paneer aside, these include the salt-cured and smoked Bandel
cheese, developed under the auspices of the Portuguese in their Bengal colony; Chhurpi, a
yak cheese made in the Himalayan region for centuries; and Kalari, a hard cheese found in
Jammu and Kashmir that was made by nomadic communities as a way of preserving milk.
It'sbeen about three decades since India, finally having wide access to affordable cheese
(even if only the processed variety), fell in love with it. For Indians unaccustomed to the
complex flavours of a Roquefort or Manchego, the saltiness and creaminess of Indian
processed cheese helped make a number of everyday food items, from dosas and uttapams
to kebabs and parathas, “special”. The mainstream appreciation that India’s indigenous va-
rieties are now getting, as well as the domestic development of European cheeses with a dis-
tinct Indian spin — Cheddar rubbed with molaga podi, Cabecous infused with pav bhaji
masala, among others — shows that the country is finally ready to take its place alongside
other proud cheesemaking cultures.
N
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WORDLY WISE
(GIVE ME A GOOD SHARP KNIFE AND A GOOD
SHARP CHEESE AND ['M A HAPPY MAN.
— GEORGE R R MARTIN

Ease of control

Draft Broadcasting (Regulation) Bill fails to address

conflicts of interest that remain a key problem in sector

SMITH MEHTA

AFTER THE MUCH-DEBATED and controver-
sial introduction of the IT Rules 2021, the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
(MIB)released the draft Broadcasting Services
(Regulation) Bill, 2023 on November 10. The
Bill proposes to scrap the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act of 1995, which reg-
ulates the broadcast sector, in favour of uni-
fied regulation for “broadcasting, OTT, Digital
Media, DTH, IPTV”. According to I&B minister
Anurag Thakur’s comments on X, the
Broadcasting Services Bill, 2023, would ad-
vance the Prime Minister’s vision for “ease of
doingbusiness” and “ease of living”, although
looking at the reactions to the IT Rules 2021,
which were also introduced under the pretext
of national welfare, one might wonder
whether the vision hereis actually the “ease of
control and regulation”.

Of course, introducing regulation to serve
citizensis a fundamental priority of any dem-
ocratic system. However, the B]P’s history
with media regulation suggests anything but
public service. This is because its media reg-
ulation policies have never achieved what
they promised.

The proposed Broadcasting Services
(Regulation) Bill could amplify the erasure or
the selective representation of Indian minority
communities from the popular imagination
and normalise a universal Hindu identity of
India. As an example, consider the broad and
ambiguous framing of point 36 in the draft,
which states, “Where any authorised officer,
thinksit necessary or expedient sotodointhe
public interest, he may, by order, prohibit any
cable broadcasting network operator, radio
broadcasting network operator, terrestrial
broadcasting network operator and IPTV
broadcasting network operator from transmit-
ting or re-transmitting any programme or
channelif, it is not in conformity with the pre-
scribed programme code and advertisement
code referred to in section 19 or if it is likely to
promote, on grounds of religion, race, language,
caste orcommunity or any other ground what-
soever, disharmony or feelings of enmity, ha-
tred or ill-will between different religious,
racial, linguistic or regional groups or castes or
communities or which is likely to disturb the
public tranquillity.” Hiring an “authorised offi-

In this circus of dishonest,
and mis-executed
regulations, the government
has completely or
intentionally missed out on
regulating the conflicts of
interest that pervade the
Indian media industries.
Especially since the nexus
between MSOs, politicians,
and the vertical integration
of broadcasting and cable
distribution services has, for
along time, impacted the
legitimacy of these
regulations and the reforms
they promised to bring.

cer” working under the government’s direc-
tions clearly cannot be separated from the gov-
ernment’s sphere of influence.

The Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) (hereafter, CTNR) Act, 1995, was
introduced to curb the menace of illegal cable
television networks and regulate the pro-
gramming and advertising content on tele-
vision. Under the auspices of the CTNR Act,
cable providers were compulsorily required
to register themselves and transmit two
Doordarshan channels, besides adhering to
content regulation. Incidentally, just like the
sporadically vitriolic sentiments against
Netflix and Amazon Prime Video for “anti-
national” content, in 1995, the MIB cited STAR
TV's programming as a harbinger of “cultural
invasion” to push for content regulation on
television. This is despite the fact that the
Indian television programming we witness
today is a result of the hybridity of media lan-
guages (for example, Hinglish) and the adop-
tion of foreign programming formats (think
of Bigg Boss, Kaun Banega Crorepati), both of
which are directly attributed to the advent of
Western broadcasters in India.

Coming back to the issue of illegal cable
operators, for whom the CTRN Act was orig-
inally intended, it brought little transparency
about the number of operators on the field.
This was more to do with how the nexus of
operators, politicians, entrepreneurs and
broadcasters chose to control the transmis-
sion of television. By operating as MSOs
(Multi-System-Operators), the likes of
SitiCable (owned by Zee TV), Hathaway (STAR
TV and Mumbai-based Raheja group),
InCable (British-based NRI Hinduja family)
turned crews of operators into local fran-
chises for exclusive distribution in specific ter-
ritories. The intensive rivalries between the
MSOs led to collusion with the underworld,
and local politicians to protect and expand
their cable businesses.

Favouring direct control as a way to im-
prove the opaque cable and television land-
scape, the MIB, under the aegis of the late
Sushma Swaraj, amended the CTRN Act in
2003, making it mandatory for cable opera-
tors to submit reports to the government on
subscribers, subscription rates and sub-

scribers receiving programmes in basic serv-
ice tier. Among other requirements, the op-
erators were expected to transmit or retrans-
mit programmes of any pay channel through
set-top boxes offering the option of choosing
television channels to consumers. The gov-
ernment also set up a maximum price limit
on the subscription rates the cable operator
could charge. However, it did not stop the
MSOs, broadcasters and operators from
bundling preferred channels, keeping their
interest in mind, and at the expense of the
consumer. In retrospect, the CTRN Actin 1995
and itsamendment in 2002 are great exam-
ples of the government’s push for regulation
as a way of controlling the network of infor-
mation and communication infrastructures.

In this circus of dishonest, and mis-exe-
cuted regulations, the government has com-
pletely orintentionally missed out on regulat-
ing the conflicts of interest that pervade the
Indian media industries. Especially since the
nexus between MSOs, politicians, and the ver-
tical integration of broadcasting and cable dis-
tribution services has, for along time, impacted
the legitimacy of these regulations and the re-
forms they promised to bring. However, with
acursory glance at the failures of the CTRN Act,
one canobserve the government’s trust deficit
withits citizens. So much so that the draft ver-
sion of the Broadcasting Services (Regulation)
Bill seems like a systematic attempt to control
the digital infrastructure as well as every as-
pect of the citizen's viewing choices. Amid all
the debate around “cultural invasion” and
“anti-national” programming, the government
conveniently promotes oligopolistic media
ownership tendencies. How this does not ad-
versely affect the welfare of every Indian citi-
zenitis eager to serve is anyone’s guess.

Aregulation on conflicts of interest is the
need of the hour. All other regulatory meas-
ures to facilitate “ease of business” are merely
attempts at facilitating “ease of control
and regulation”.

The writer is assistant professor,

Centre for Media Studies and Journalism,
University of Groningen, and the author of
The New Screen Ecology in India:
Digital Transformation of Media

T HE EXTRAORDINARY HOST

PR S Oberoi pioneered luxury hotels at a time when economy trumped comfort

SHREEKANT SAMBRANI

PRS(Biki to friends) Oberoi (1929-2023 ) was
the doyen of the Indian hotel industry in the
truest sense of the word. He was the senior-
most hotelier in the country by age and length
of service and the chairman emeritus of the
third-largest Indian hotel chain. Much more
importantly, he introduced the concept of
luxury hotels in India even when the coun-
try was hardly on the itinerary of interna-
tional travellers with deep pockets and Indian
business and holiday travel emphasised
economy over comfort.

The Taj Mahal in Mumbai was our token
presence among posh hotels until the 1960s.
Biki's father and the founder of the group, Rai
Bahadur M S Oberoi, valued comfort all right,
but luxury was not his priority. When Biki
took over as the chief executive from his fa-
ther in the early 1960s, building The Oberoi
Intercontinental in the heart of New Delhi
was among his first decisions. The
Intercontinental Association did not lastlong,
as Biki wanted to pursue his own ideas.
Rumour has it that the Rai Bahadur was not
quite comfortable with this new path (Biki
neither confirmed nor denied this), but Biki
had his way and remained on the best of
terms with his father all through the Rai
Bahadur’s long life.

The hotel has undergone complete refur-
bishing roughly every two decades or so, shut-
ting down for extended periods in the process,
but remains the address to be seen at.

The Oberoi in Mumbai, adjacent to the
then Oberoi Towers (now The Trident) was

The Taj Mahal in Mumbai
was our token presence
among posh hotels until the
1960s. Biki’s father and the
founder of the group, Rai
Bahadur M S Oberoi, valued
comfort all right, but luxury
was not his priority. When
Biki took over as the chief
executive from his father in
the early 1960s, building The
Oberoi Intercontinental in
the heart of New Delhi was
among his first decisions.

the extension of the concept of its namesake
in Delhi. But the Rajvilas Hotels that opened
in the turn of the century Rajasthan added an-
other dimension to uber luxury hotels, fre-
quently listed among the world’s best.

Igot to know him as hislead consultant for
his diversification ideas, which naturally ex-
tended to food. In the mid-1980s, edible oil
plants were all the rage. A leading Canadian
engineering group offered technology and
possible funding. I was roped in to provide
economic and management inputs. Bikiand [
soon struck a deep personal and professional
bond (he kept his word that  must be his ad-
visor on all his diversification projects, until
the late 1990s when he decided that it was
better to stick to the knitting).

When the promised Canadian funding did
not materialise, Biki persisted with his now
keen interest and pursued other possibilities.
We explored tie-ups with European vegetable
fat processors. We came close to a joint ven-
ture with the Indonesian Japfa Group, a giant
in the animal feeds and fats industry. We con-
templated a novel concept, of locating the pro-
cessing plant neither in the oilseed growing
hinterland nor near a market, butataport. The
idea was to import soyabean, process it, and
export the de-oiled meal. The approach was
the same as that of the Jamnagar Reliance re-
finery; itimports petroleum crude and exports
refined products, gaining from the handsome
margins in India. That would also have been
the case with soyabean. Biki was completely
committed to the idea, but the Indonesians

demurred, fearing the newly liberalising India
could possibly relapse into a licence-permit
raj again.

Biki was a complete hotelier and commit-
ted to the Oberoi image, at work and away
fromit. His residences on the farm on the out-
skirts of Delhi and at the Naila fort near Jaipur
(where President Bill Clinton danced with the
locals in 2000) easily outdid his hotels in terms
of the comfort they offered.

We once travelled to a small Swedish town
two hours away from Malmo to meet the
Board of the leading Swedish fat processor. It
had only one ultra-modern self-service hotel.
We arrived late on a Sunday evening. Biki
asked the young receptionist if he could get
his suit ironed urgently. She smiled and said
that was not possible, because the sole local
laundry would open on Monday morning at
10. Biki was stunned into silence, since it was
an article of faith for him that the hotelier was
duty-bound toimmediately cater to every de-
sire of the guest. Finally, the lady found aniron-
ing board and she and I did the pressing, which
did not please Biki at all!

Astrapping two-metre-tall former mem-
ber of the President’s Guard, the head of se-
curity at the Naila fort, described himself as
being in the service of HRH Prithvi Raj Singh.
That is perhaps the most fitting appellation
for this giant of an entrepreneur.

The writer taught at IIM, Ahmedabad and
was the founder-director of the Institute of
Rural Management, Anand
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ANIMAL TALLOW IMPORT

THE GOVERNMENT IS prepared to face a dis-
cussion in Parliament on animal tallow im-
port. V P Singh, Commerce Minister, made
the offer in both Houses after he made a
statement on the subject in the Rajya Sabha.
In the statement, Singh said that apart from
tightening the regulatory provisions, the en-
forcement machinery had also swung into
action with alarge number of inspections.

PARLIAMENT UPROAR

THE SENSATIONAL KARNATAKA tapes which
allegedly unravel Congress (I) attempts to buy

Janatalegislators in the state triggered uproar-

ious scenes in both houses of Parliament fol-
lowing a determined Opposition bid to pillory
the government for trying to topple non-
Congress (I) governments.

PUNJAB ISSUE

OPPOSITION LEADERS IN Parliament warned
the government that the Punjab issue was
amenable only to a negotiated political settle-
ment and could not be settled through admin-
istrative measures. The occasion for a reap-
praisal of the law and order situation in Punjab
was provided by a statutory resolution of
Home Minister P C Sethi seeking approval of

the proclamation of October 6 placing Punjab
under President’s rule.

PALESTINE MEET

MRS INDIRA GANDHI has called a ministerial-
level meeting of the non-aligned committee
on Palestine on November 18 and 19. An
External Affairs Ministry spokesman who an-
nounced this said the first ministerial-level
meeting of the eight-member committee, set
up at the New Delhi summit of the NAM, fol-
lows the contacts Mrs Gandhi as NAM chair-
person had with various leaders and messages
of concern she has received over develop-
ments in West Asia.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“In addressing climate change, we must not forget to secure our children’s future.
Amplifying their voices and needs in the climate conversation is not just an
environmental imperative but also a moral one. For if we fail our children, we

fail in the most profound way imaginable.”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

The cost of ambivalence

India’s alcohol policy has been driven by the competing pulls of morality, religion
and the need to generate revenue — but never by public health

ANAND KRISHNAN

MOST NEWSPAPERS REPORTED a record-
breaking sale of alcohol around Diwali this
year. Is this a cause for celebration or con-
cern? Any responsible public policy towards
alcohol should respect an individual’s free
choice while nudging them towards decreas-
ing intake and consuming safer forms of al-
cohol. However, Indian public policy’s ap-
proach to alcohol reflects our society’s
ambivalent attitude towards it.

First, the use of the term “alcohol use or
abuse”. This implies that some amount of al-
cohol use is acceptable, and at some point,
the consumption becomes unacceptable —
abuse or harmful use. Medically, alcohol is
considered harmful based onits being a risk
factor for heart disease and its impact on the
liver. For a long time, medical professionals
and the WHO held that moderate alcohol use
is good for health, based on Western data.
The medical profession has traditionally not
been vocal on alcohol control and the way
they throng alcohol counters in medical
conferences indicates that doctors endorse
alcohol use.

The societal definition of abuse is when
one is not able to discharge one’s role or be-
comes a nuisance to others in the family or
society regularly. Only when the externality
of its impact on others (domestic violence,
traffic accidents, family impoverishment) be-
comes pronounced, do we call it an issue
worthy of a public response. If an individual
suffers due to alcohol use disorder — say with
cirrhosis of the liver — the attitude often is
that no sympathy should be wasted. Most
national surveys in the last five years show
that around 20-25 per cent of men and 1-2
per cent of women consume alcohol and one
in five of them are dependent or indulge in
harmful use and need treatment.

Women have generally been at the re-
ceiving end of alcohol use by men. That is
why most social protests around alcohol
have been women-led. In general, our think-
ing is that the rich can choose to do whatever
they want but the poor should behave re-
sponsibly as they cannot afford this habit.
Upper castes equate alcohol use with “tama-
sic” food, taking a moral high ground, while
most tribal societies openly embrace it. Many
Indians, including those from upper castes,
consume alcohol at home but not publicly —
a clear sign of hypocrisy. A politician, more
soawoman, drinking alcohol is seen as irre-
sponsible, even though it may have no im-
pact on his or her performance. Some con-
sider alcohol as a corruption brought in by
Western culture, despite enough evidence
that it has always been a part of our culture.
Alcohol use has always been seen from a re-
ligious lens. While Islam forbids its consump-
tion, Christianity is seen as permissive, noth-
ing in Hindu religion bars alcohol
consumption. Many religious sects prohibit
its consumption. A balance has been struck
by society by proscribing it on some days and
allowing it on others!

Inrecent times, the WHO has changed its
policy of “some alcohol is good” to “no alco-

hol is good”, following pressure from public
health and activist groups. In 2013, when
global targets were being set, WHO and
some countries opted for a 10 per cent de-
crease in harmful use of alcohol. India opted
for a 10 per cent reduction in alcohol use —
not just harmful use of alcohol. This is in
keeping with the Directive Principles Of State
Policy (DPSP)in the Constitution: "The State
shall endeavour to bring about prohibition
of the consumption except for medicinal
purposes of intoxicating drinks and drugs
which are injurious to health.”

However, our current political approach
does not support this thinking. Haryana, for
example, after experimenting with prohibi-
tion in the 1990s, today has a licencing sys-
tem that has resulted in alcohol vends every
few hundred metres in Faridabad and
Gurgaon. These measures have been driven
by the revenue generation potential of al-
cohol sales. Delhi and Haryana have often
competed by revising state taxes. Delhi's
controversial alcohol policy, revoked last
year, allowed vendors to give discounts.
Kerala is another example where the need
for revenue generation resulted in the state
government stepping back from partial pro-
hibition. The Tamil Nadu government,
learning from multiple hooch tragedies, has
gone into the business of selling alcohol
through its State Marketing Corporation to
ensure citizens' safety. Most states are not
ready to get alcohol into the GST scheme as
they fear foregoing revenue. Prohibition in
Gujarat is a Gandhian legacy that no one
wants to fiddle with. Mizoram, a Christian-
majority state, has imposed prohibition and
recently, following protests, allowed
local wineries.

This muddled approach is compounded

This muddled approach is
compounded by the
bureaucracy. India has
developed the concept of
official ‘dry days’— when the
sale and public consumption
of alcohol is banned, mainly
on religious grounds, and
salary days. These days get
notified so that people can
buy in advance and are not
inconvenienced. The recently
revoked order in
Uttarakhand on riders for
home use of alcohol
exemplifies this bureaucratic
approach. Neither the
politicians nor the
bureaucracy have health at
the core of the policy.

CR Sasikumar
by the bureaucracy. India has developed the
conceptof official “dry days” — when the sale
and public consumption of alcohol is banned,
mainly on religious grounds, and salary days.
These days get notified so that people can
buy in advance and are not inconvenienced.
The recently revoked order in Uttarakhand
on riders for home use of alcohol exempli-
fies this bureaucratic approach. Neither the
politicians nor the bureaucracy have health
at the core of the policy.

A public health approach to curb alcohol
use follows the approach for tobacco control
like limiting access (licensing and age bar on
sale), raising tax, prohibiting marketing and
raising awareness. However, their enforce-
ment is quite weak. Though advertising bans
are in place, alcohol firms have flouted them,
including in the ongoing cricket World Cup,
by using surrogate advertising. Governments
have looked away. This violation can be ad-
dressed by an appropriate legislative rem-
edy, but governments have not shown any
intent to do so.

Addressing this ambivalence and
hypocrisy needs open and non-judgemen-
tal discussions in society. The false di-
chotomy between traditionalism and mod-
ernism, the professed role of religion and
trade-offs between health impact mitiga-
tion and revenue generation need to be de-
bated. Alcohol brings the hypocrisy of soci-
ety out in the open. Are we ready to
confront it and take steps to deal with it?
Till that time, a rational national alcohol pol-
icy will remain a delusion.

The writer is Professor at the Centre for
Community Medicine at the All-India
Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi.
Views are personal
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Great Gatsby of Hindi media

Would Subrata Roy’s fate have been different if he came from Old Money?

MRINAL PANDE

FEW PEOPLE embody the '90s as aptly as
Subrata Roy, founder of the Sahara Group
of companies. He was also known as Sahara
Shree. The boy from Araria in Bihar began
his career in Gorakhpur, with just Rs 2,000
as his capital. He struck gold with the fa-
mous Sahara Chit Fund scheme, which
helped India’s poorest become investors for
the first time.

Roy liked things big. In 1991, he had
Amitabh “Big B” Bachchan fly in to launch his
Hindi daily, Rashtriya Sahara, from Lucknow.
He wasastarinIndia’s corporate pop culture,
dressed in expensive suits,and with high-fly-
ing friends in politics and corporate circles.
He proceeded toreal estate and a glamorous
township in Lucknow’s rather dowdy Gomti
Nagar came up, followed by others. The
brochures of the company described it as “an
emotionally driven integrated Indian family”.
The Sahara planes had the legend
“Emotionally Yours” on them. This reminded
one of F Scott Fitzgerald talking of “a height-
ened sensitivity to the promises of life”.

Rashtriya Sahara was a rather awkward
experiment. It had swanky offices with ex-
cellent facilities for journalists to commute
to and from work, a good canteen where a
meal cost only Rs 5, good salaries and
bonuses too. But soon, we were pulling our
friends’ legs for their Sahara uniforms (black
trousers, white shirt and a tie), and having to
greet everyone with “Good Sahara”, their
hand over their heart. Roy liked theatrical
flourishes and spectacles. A journalist friend
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confided they had to suffer “lambi lambi
gyan vartayein” from Bade Sahib. One also
heard how on the morning of his visit, they
would all be made to stand in the arrival hall
to greet Bade Sahib and his brother Joy Broto
Roy (Chhote Sahib). The brothers were pre-
ceded by two women employees sprinkling
rose petals on the red carpet. Once, when a
cheeky young journalist dared to ask who
was actually the editor, he was told the edi-
tor was the entire Sahara Parivar, but the
managing editor was Joy Broto.

In personal meetings, Subrata Roy was al-
ways an expansive host. Unlike the often
rather uncouth legacy-media barons, he was
charming and well-mannered. He also
strategised well to make the till-then-stolid
Hindi newspaper market wake up and smell
the coffee. He launched attractive schemes
for readers, vendors and hawkers. A hawker
who sold the paper continuously for 25 days
was given a cycle and one who sold 200
copies in a day got a motorcycle as a reward.
Particularly promising hawkers from
Lucknow were flown on a Sahara plane to
Delhi to meet Bade Sahib.

Roy is reminiscent of the famous Jay
Gatsby from Fitzgerald's classic, The Great
Gatsby. When his sons married, almost the
entire Delhi cabinet and nearly all the
Bollywood biggies, cricketers (who by now
wore Sahara jerseys on the field) and me-
dia moguls were in attendance. Special
chartered Sahara planes flew in the hon-
oured invitees, loaded with gifts. If the

Lucknow media is to be believed, it was a
Rs 500 crore wedding!

Like Fitzgerald’s doomed dreamer, Roy
came from an ordinary middle-class family.
Like Gatsby, he had faith in the dream of a
grand nation. He knew small-town India and
its markets and had the sensibility to jazz up
things with theatrical openings and constant
re-invention. Roy’s was a surreal life when
he was on top. He was the only Hindi media
baron with a TV channel and hotels in New
York and London. He patronised cricket and
presented each member of the World Cup-
winning Indian cricket team with avilla. Time
described him as the second-largest em-
ployer in India, after the Railways.

The fall began around 2011, with SEBI
tightening the noose around the chit-fund
scheme. Even now, it holds some Rs 25,000
crore of frozen funds. But during the long le-
gal battles, much of Roy's empire eroded. He
lost the case eventually and spent two years
in prison. He came out a broken man and his
Great Indian Dream lay shattered.

Before you roll your eyes and call him a
crook, remember one fact: The easy moral
conclusions from Roy's tale are undercut by
a flaw in the Great Indian Dream itself. This
dream hides two Indias. One is for the aristo-
cratic Old Money, one for the newlyrich.Ina
world where power constantly changes
hands, and the rules of the game may do the
same, it doesn't take much for the outsider
to become an upstart.

The Jazz Age and the roaring 20s that saw

Gatsby’s rise gave way to the Great
Depression: Almost overnight, making
money by bypassing some rules went from
being acceptable to a game of Russian
roulette. In such uncertain times, the rules of
corporate Darwinism seem to decree that
only Old Money, with genealogies in busi-
ness and roots in international capital since
the colonial period, shall survive.

The monumental success of the kind
Roy achieved in one generation is possible
only when the going is good. But as the
Depression looms, they suddenly come up
against unexpected blockades put up by a
bureaucratic state. Most millennials
brought up in an atmosphere of fear and
censorship (formal or informal) of informa-
tion, may have a problem understanding
this. Let them look up the list of those that
have got away since the pandemic — the
Mallyas, Lalit Modis, the diamond mer-
chants and who knows how many more.
They all have one thing in common. They
come from old money.

Roy was no different than most ambitious
men and women, who have made it out of
their small towns and got a seat at the high
table. In the ultimate evaluation of his life
and works, he was not out of touch with so-
ciety. He was just one of the many unlucky
recipients of a bullet in the Russian Roulette
of capitalism.

The writer is a freelance journalist and
former chairperson, Prasar Bharati

The power of us

We know that coming together with others
is essential to success. Yet, we continue
to sow divisions

IN GOOD FAITH

RADHA GOENKA

AS HUMANS, we have only thrived and
progressed on the evolutionary scale when
we grouped into a collective. Apex animals,
like the lion and tiger, ruled the animal
kingdom for centuries. They were mightier,
faster and more alert — until we formed
groups. We began communicating with
each other and strategising as a collective.
Our collective might was far superior to the
apex animals. In groups, we started build-
ing on each other’s knowledge over gener-
ations and became stronger. Our collective
might is visible in many facets of life today.
Think about any freedom struggle in mod-
ern history or our ability to control the
deadly coronavirus in record time. We
came together as a species, sharing infor-
mation and supporting each other.

The power of the collective seems quite
evident, yet we tend to work against this
common principle in so many ways.
Whether you look at the way our country
isdivided along religious and caste lines or
inthe world as evident with the Russia ver-
sus Ukraine or Israel versus Palestine wars.

The “Kolis” or fisherfolk are the firstin-
habitants of Mumbai city. They inhabit var-
ious coastal belts of the city in Worli,
Versova and Madh Island to name a few.
Walk through the Worli Koliwada, a four-sq
km radius, and you see Hindus, Muslims
and Christians who have been cohabiting
for centuries together without any issues.
They identify as a unit. They celebrate each
other's festivals with equal fervour and
even have unique Koli names and tradi-
tions for them. For example, “Narali
Purnima” is the day when the Moon is wor-
shipped with a coconut to mark the end of
the monsoon and the start of the fishing
season. This happens to be on the same day
as Raksha Bandhan and s celebrated by all
Kolis as a unit. Another progressive and dis-
tinctive trait of the Kolis is that they put
women first. All the religious idols that they
worship are female. The main Hindu deity
is Golfa Devi, who they pray to with an of-
fering of two laddoos and ask a “yes/no”
question like: Will it be safe to go out to sea
today? The goddess answers by dropping
one or the other side of the offering that is
placed on her shoulder. The Christians pray
to Mother Mary as Velankanni Mata and
the Muslims to Peer Dargah, which
honours two female relatives of the
Prophet Mohammed.

The Koli respect every individual as an
equal within their Koli unit, making theman
unstoppable force. As a unit, they have man-
aged toward off real-estate sharks. They have
even managed to move the government to
extend the pillars of the Coastal Road Project,
facing the Worli Koliwada, to ensure fair ac-
cess of their boats, to and fro from the pier.

In our history, we have been ruled by
Hindu, Muslim and Christian rulers at var-
ious points. But we are Indian. We all
started as hominids. Over time, we have
become divided along borders. We are all
essentially one unit. It took Covid, a com-
mon enemy, for us to realise this.

War hurts everyone. We know this.
Yet, over the past year, we continue to wit-
ness two large ongoing wars. Russia at-
tacked Ukraine and recently, Hamas
attacked Israel.

The internet is a prime example of the
power of unity. You could be using an appli-
cation that is created in India, the device
used to access it could be made in Vietnam,
the microprocessor inside from Taiwan, the
content from Japan and it could be stored
on a cloud in the US. In so many ways, we
are learning to understand the power of the
collective and using it to help humanity.
Yet, we make decisions to go to war to di-
vide and undermine each other.

Divide and rule is an infamous tactic.
The British used it to conquer India.
Between the firstand 17th centuries, India
was the richest country in the world. The
British came in with the East India
Company to trade, and quickly wanted
more. They knew that purely on strength
of arms, they would not be able to conquer
the country. So, they pitted us against each
other, and they won. Our history reveals
that when you divide us, you weaken us.
We are not Hindus or Muslims or X caste or
y caste. We are Indian.

Gautam Buddha, a visionary who
came out of India, understood the power
of the collective and unified a large por-
tion of the East, beyond India. He is wor-
shipped far more in Southeast Asia today
than in India. Mahatma Gandhi worked
tirelessly to erase the fault lines of caste in
our country. Parmhansa Yogananda
speaks of one universal higher power, that
we manifest as different god forms. When
we didn’t understand that the world was
round and there was a solar system, we
prayed to the sun and moon as gods, be-
lieving that the only way they rose was by
our collective prayers. Wisdom of how the
world moves changed we worshipped.
Worship of God is a way for us to make
sense of our world. We should accept that
each of us has a different relationship with
God, like we have different relations with
our parents or children. We cannot judge
each other based on that. Whether it is the
divisions we create within our country at
the religious or caste level or as a world
between countries — why are we revers-
ing the work of so many wise leaders who
came before us?

In Hinduism, we believe that the cur-
rent epoch is the Kalyug — the dark age.
This is a time when the worst of mankind
isondisplay, leading to destruction and un-
happiness. During these dark ages, an
avatar of god, in the form of Kalki — like
Ram, Krishna and many others before them
— comes to the Earth to save us from our-
selves. We need to unite as a world. One
world. One religion. One race. The human
race. We need Kalki now more than ever.
Where are you, Kalki?

The writer is the Director at RPG
Foundation and Founder of Pehlay Akshar,

Such is the might of the collective. The Heritage Project
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
ACT, DON'TJUST TALK TORY CALCULATION

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Bans &
blame-games’ (IE, November 15). The
Supreme Court ban on firecrackers was
blatantly flouted in the national capital.
It triggered a blame game between the
BJP and AAP. To make sure that anti-pol-
lution measures yield results, authori-
ties must stop the manufacturing and
sale of banned firecrackers. The public
also needs to be sensitised about rising
pollution levels to reduce the demand
for firecrackers. The Delhi government,
meanwhile, must collaborate with
neighbouring states and the Opposition
to make a robust pollution control plan
and ensure its implementation.
Aamaan Alam Khan, Jammu

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Bans &
blame-games’ (IE, November 15). With
the ruling party and the Opposition
playing a blame game, the pollution lev-
elsin the capital are headed towards an
all-time low. In the face of international
criticism, Amnesty International has
brought up the issue of misgovernance
in the region and has proposed that the
governments of Delhi, UP,and Haryana
come together to counter this issue. In
the list of the most polluted cities, six
are from the subcontinent. This shows
the casual approach of the administra-
tion towards protecting human rights.
The government should go to the root
of the problem and identify the causal
factors. The administration should take
full responsibility and work on the im-
plementation of policies.

Harshita, Jammu

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Sunak’s
next steps’ (IE, November 15). In a bid
to placate the centrists, the appoint-
ment of David Cameron, former British
PM, as the new British Foreign Secretary
comes at a time when the Conservative
party is grappling with the existential
challenges posed by Brexit, the COVID-
19 pandemic, immigration and inter-
national conflicts. The calculated move
by UK’s Tory PM Rishi Sunak reflects his
readiness to take risks and potentially
reset the faltering state of the govern-
ment. But no one can say Sunak didn’t
try to keep the Tories afloat amid all
the contradiction.

S SPaul, Nadia

WOMEN’S BiLL

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘House of
inequality’ (IE, November 13). The pas-
sage and enactment of the Women's
Reservation Bill is indeed a milestone in
India’s legislative history. Reservation
for women in Lok Sabha and state leg-
islative assemblies will create adomino
effect in closing the gender gap and
opening up space for more opinions in
legislature. But such acts take long be-
fore they show results on the ground.
Coupled with the vague timeline forim-
plementation and conditional com-
plexities that come with delimitation,
the objective of the amendment might
delay the goal of surpassing the mere
15 per cent representation by women
in current parliament.

Sagar Borade, Thane
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Infosys Prize: Air 38 killed

pollution expert
among 6 selected

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

PROF S N Tripathi, one of India’s
best known experts on air pollu-
tion, was among the six people se-
lected for this year’s Infosys Prize,
the richest award in the country.
Tripathi, a professor at IIT
Kanpur, has been awarded the
Infosys Prize for science and engi-
neering for his work on setting up
air quality network and “for the
discovery of new pathways of
aerosols formation and growth
that provide mechanistic under-
standing of haze formation”, the
Infosys Science Foundation said.
Tripathi’s colleague at IIT
Kanpur, Professor Arun Kumar
Shuklawas selected for the award
inthelife sciences category, while
Mukund Thattai, a professor at the
Bengaluru-based National Centre
for Biological Sciences, was given
the prize for physical sciences.
Shukla has beenrecognised for his
work on G-protein coupled recep-
tors, a key component of cell func-
tion, which has opened up new
opportunities in the design of
novel therapeutics. Thattai, an
evolutionary cell biologist, has

been awarded for his work on the
“origins of endomembrane or-
ganelles, shedding new light on
how they emerged from ancient,
primordial cells”.

For mathematics, the award
was given to Bhargav Bhat, a pro-
fessor at Institute of Advanced
Study in Princeton, United States,
for his contributions inarithmetic
geometry and commutative alge-
bra. Jahnavi Phalkey, a science his-
torian and founding director of
Science Gallery Bengaluru, was
awarded the prize in humanities
for her research in the history of
science in modern India, particu-
larly the history of nuclear science
which resulted in the book ‘The
Atomic State’.

The Infosys Prize for social sci-
ences was given to Karuna
Mantena, a professor of political
science at the Conference for
Study of Political Thought,
Columbia University in the United
States for her work on the theory
of imperial rule.

The USD 100,000 Infosys
Prize, being awarded since 2008,
isnow given to six outstanding re-
searchers every year, and has es-
tablished itself as one of the most
prestigious awards in the country.

SC: Agreement to sell
does not confer any
title or ownership

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

AN AGREEMENT to sell does not
confer any title or transfer owner-
ship to intended purchaser, the
Supreme Court hasreiteratedina
recent order. “The agreement to
sellis nota conveyance; it does not
transfer ownership rights or con-
fer any title,” a bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Rajesh Bindal
said inits order earlier this month.
The ruling came on a plea
where the question arose as to
whether an agreement to sell a
property entered into by parties
inMay 1990 had indeed been ex-
ecuted or not. By this agreement,
the intended purchaser had
agreed tobuy a property from the
proposed seller and had paid the
full amount. The possession was
also handed over to the purchaser.
However, when the seller re-
fused to execute it, the intended
purchaser filed a suit for specific
performance in October 2001.
The trial court dismissed the
suit in September 2004 saying
the question of execution of the
agreement to sell was doubtful.
The first appellate court re-
versed the trial court's decision
and said the intended purchaser
had proved the execution of the

agreement to sell. On second ap-
peal, the Karnataka High Courtin
2010 ruled in favour of the in-
tended seller stating that the
agreement was inviolation of the
Karnataka Prevention of Fragm-
entation and Consolidation of
Holdings Act, 1996, which prohib-
ited registration of sale of fragme-
nts of a property unless it compli-
ed with the provisions of the Act.

The intended purchaser ap-
pealed Supreme Court, which
noted that the issue of the
Fragmentation Act was never
raised before the trial court by ei-
ther of the parties. Allowing the
appeal, the SC said: “There was
no issue framed with respect to
the violation of the Fragm-
entation Act, and it was not
pleaded in the written statement
filed by the respondent.”

“The defence taken by the re-
spondent was that he never exe-
cuted the agreement to sell.
However, in his deposition during
the cross-examination, he admit-
ted to his signatures on the agree-
ment to sell. Thus, in the absence
of anyissue framed, and given that
neither party has pleaded any vi-
olationof...the Fragmentation Act,
the HC apparently fell in error in
holding that agreement to sell was
in violation of Section 5 of the
Fragmentation Act,” the SC said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 15

AT LEAST 38 people were killed
and 17 injured after a speeding
bus fell into a gorge in Doda dis-
trict’s Trangul (Assar) area in
Jammu and Kashmir on
Wednesday.

According to Doda SSP Abdul
Qayoom, two people succumbed
to their injuries at Government
Mecical College Hospital in
Jammu, raising the death toll to
38.

Jitendra Singh, Union
Minister of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office, said that the in-
jured are being shifted to the gov-
ernment medical colleges in
Doda and Jammu and all possi-
ble help is being provided.
“Sincere condolences to the be-
reaved families,” he said in a post
onX.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced an ex gratia of
Rs 2 lakh each to the next of kin of
the deceased and Rs 50,000 each
for the injured from the Prime
Minister's National Relief Fund.

Sources said the bus was on
its way from Kishtwar to Jammu.
When the bus around 4 km away
from Rajgarh on the Doda-Batote
National Highway, it skidded off
the road and fell into an old aban-
doned road 400 feet down.

Sources said that theill-fated
bus was overloaded as it had 56
passengers on board instead of
the seating capacity of 38.

The driver, who was among
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, 17injuredin J&K as

bus plunges into 400-ft gorge

Rescue operation underway after a bus carrying passengers fell into a gorge in Doda district
of Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday. P11

the dead, possibly lost control
while negotiating a sharp curve
on the mountainous terrain, they
added.

It was abrand new bus of the
2019 model and was registered
in 2020, said RTO Jammu, Pankaj
Bhagotra. The fitness documents
of the bus were valid up to
October 2024, he added.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha expressed shock over the
accident. “Extremely pained by
theloss of livesin a tragic bus ac-
cidentinAssar,” he said on X. “My
heartfelt condolences to be-
reaved families & wishing for a
speedy recovery of those injured

inthe accident”.

He directed the divisional
commissioner and the district
administration to provide all nec-
essary assistance to the affected
people.

Former Chief Minister and
National Conference vice-presi-
dent, Omar Abdullah, expressed
grief over the tragic accident.
“Sadly for all the talk of progress
& development we are not able
to stop the steady stream of acci-
dents, often with an unaccept-
ably high death toll,” he wrote on
X, adding “My heart goes out to
the families of those who have
died & prayers for those injured”.

Freedom fighter, CPM founding
member N Sankaraiah dies at 102

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 15

N SANKARAIAH, a freedom
fighter, founding member of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and one of the tallest
leaders of the Left movement in
the country, died Wednesday in
Chennai. He was 102.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
KStalin called his death a personal
loss and said the funeral would
take place with State honours.

Sankaraiah’s journey as arev-
olutionary began at the American
College in Madurai. His father
wanted him to become a lawyer
but his participation in the free-
dom struggle led to hisarrest,days
before his final examinations. He
spent a total of eight years in
prison — both before and after
Independence — a time that
shaped his belief in communism
and social justice. His education
remained incomplete.

He emerged as an active CPI
worker in the 1940s and quickly
rose through the ranks, eventu-
ally becoming a key organiser in

FULL REPORTS ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

«From Down Under to Switzerland via
Dubai, Oswals hit a hurdle in Cyprus

Cyprus, Radhika and Pankaj
Oswal, as the ultimate benefici-
aries of Cyprol Limited, put their
“size of wealth” at USD 100 mil-
lion each from inheritance, sav-
ings in personal accounts in
Dubai, funds received from the
settlement with Australia and
New Zealand Banking Group
(ANZ), gains from businesses
such as Burrup Fertilisers, Oswal
Middle East LLC etc.

The Cypriot banks, however,
were not convinced.

“Please provide more evi-
dence... as the Financial
Statement cannot evidence the
Depth of their Source of Wealth,”
wrote a Bank of Cyprus executive
in September 2017.

The Oswals left India in 2001
for Australia where Pankaj
founded a liquid ammonia plant
on the Burrup Peninsula. In 2011,
the couple had to abandon their
under-construction Perth man-
sion — dubbed ‘Taj on the Swan’
— and leave for Dubai after their
partners in Burrup Fertilisers ac-
cused them of siphoning USD 150
million and the ANZ Bank ap-
pointed receivers to recover debts.

A protracted legal tussle
ended in a settlement in 2016
when the ANZ Bank paid the
Oswals anundisclosed amountin
excess of USD 145 million for un-
derselling their 65% stake in
Burrup Fertilisers. All charges
were dropped against the two.

In April 2017, the couple ap-
plied for Cypriot citizenship un-

der the ‘naturalisation of in-
vestors’ scheme (withheld since
2020).In June, they set up Cyprol
Holding Limited (CHL) as benefi-
ciaries,and Cyprol Limited under
CHL.

In an undated submission
made to Eurobank, Cyprus,
Cyprol Limited projected an an-
nual turnover of Euro 5 million.
The company also named both
Oswal Middle East LLC (Dubai)
and RPO Projects PTE Ltd
(Singapore) as sources of funds
(incoming transactions).

To obtain the relevant licence
from the Cyprus government,
Pankaj Oswal, according to
records, authorised two Cypriot
law firms for three months —
December 2017 to February 2018
— for “the purposes of arranging
a meeting between the Investor,
the Authorised Persons.. . and the
relevant governmental officials.”

The project plan envisaged an
estimated investment of EUR
300-400 million for an oil refin-
ery with crude oil processing ca-
pacity of approximately 10,000
BPD (Barrels Per Day). The con-
struction was scheduled to com-
mence by the third quarter of
2018.

However,according to the last
available record in January 2018,
the wait for a bank account con-
tinued. In May 2018, the Oswals
were issued their Cypriot pass-
ports.InMarch 2019, Radhikaand
Pankaj Oswal identified them-
selves with their Indian passport
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numbers and instructed
ConnectedSky “to proceed with
the strike off” of Cyprol Limited.

Earlier, Pankaj Oswal had to
abandonan USD3.5 billion oil re-
finery project at an advanced
stage in Gladstone, Queensland,
inMarch 2011 due to the turmoil
around his Burrup Fertilisers.
Soon after shifting from Perth to
Dubai, the Oswals set up Oswal
Middle East LLC (OME) as a gen-
eral trading company. Radhika
Oswal got her UAE residency per-
mitin 2011, followed by Pankajin
2012.

Subsequently, according to
Pankaj Oswal'’s resume, OME pro-
moted the acquisition of two
leases of Bauxite mine through a
group company Axis Mineral
Resources in Guinea, Africa. RPO
Projects PTE Ltd was incorporated
in Singapore under OME.

Emails and messages for com-
ments, sent by The Indian Express
toRadhika and Pankaj Oswal and
the “authorised signatory” for
Cyprol Limited, Sanjay Wali, did
not elicit a response.

Pankaj Oswal is the elder son
of the late Abhey Oswal, founder
of Oswal Agro Mills and Oswal
Greentech. His brother, singer-en-
trepreneur Shael Oswal, figured
inthe 2021 Pandora Papers global
investigation in which The Indian
Express reported that he used his
company in the British Virgin
Islands, during 2010-11, to market
coal sold by anIndonesian mining
company that he partly owned.

He was arrested for taking
partin freedom struggle. P11

Tamil Nadu. He was the party’s
Madurai district secretary in
1944.He was instrumental in the
formation of the CPI(M), break-
ing away from the CPlin 1964 due
to ideological differences. With
his demise, former Kerala Chief
Minister VS Achuthanandan, 100,
is the only founding member of
CPM who survives.

Sankaraiah was elected to the
Tamil Nadu Assembly in 1967,
1977 and 1980, a marker of his
popularity and influence. His
tenure was marked by his fervent

speeches for the working classes
and the oppressed.

Sankaraiah was also secretary
of the party’s state committee
from 1995 to 2002. His impact
was not limited to politics. He was
deeply involved in the develop-
ment of the farm movement and
led the All India Kisan Sabha as its
General Secretary and President.

Sankaraiah was honoured
with the prestigious ‘Thagaisal
Thamizhar’ Award by the DMK
government in 2021. He donated
the prize money from the award
for Covid-19 relief.

G Ramakrishnan, the former
state secretary of TN CPI(M) unit,
told The Indian Express recently
that Sankaraiah chose to not ac-
cept the government pension for
freedom fighters.

“Sankaraiah has always been
about the cause, not the ap-
plause. His choice to turn down
the freedom fighter pension is
just one example of his real-deal
dedication to India’s independ-
ence — he felt that he fought the
British for his own country, not
as a job or for remuneration,”
Ramakrishnan said.

PDP president and former
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti
expressed her condolences to the
families of the deceased.

J&K BJP president Ravinder
Raina and general secretary (or-
ganisation) Ashok Koul ex-
pressed their condolences to the
bereaved families and asked the
administration to provide all nec-
essary assistance to those af-
fected by this tragedy:.

Besides the Prime Minister,
President Droupadi Murmu and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
also expressed shock and sad-
ness over the loss of lives in the
bus accident.

Suspected grenade
explosion behind
place of worship
in Valley, probe on

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU,NOVEMBER 15

A POWERFUL explosion took
place behind a place of worshipin
border Poonch district’s Surankote
town in Jammu and Kashmir late
Wednesday evening. Police con-
firmed the incident and said that
they are investigating the matter.

Meanwhile, sources said that
the explosion appears to have
been caused by a grenade appar-
ently thrown by someone to-
wards the place of worship
where some construction work
was already in progress.

However, no one was injured,
but the explosion triggered panic
in the area.

Local people in large num-
bers gathered at the spot. Senior
police officers including Poonch
SDPO Vinay Sharma had
reached there.

The police and security forces
had cordoned off the area.
Forensic experts were also called
to ascertain the nature of explo-
sion, sources added.

Afarmers makes bales out of paddy stubble instead of setting
them on fire at a village in Ludhiana Wednesday. Gurmeet Singh

2,500 fresh farm fires

~ push Punjab tally

beyond 33,000-mark;
state sounds red alert

Total stubble burning cases 32% less
than last year, 547% less than 2021

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, HOSHIARPUR,
NOVEMBER 15

THE STUBBLE burning incidents
crossed the 30,000-mark in
Punjab Wednesday as the state
reported 2,544 fresh farm fires,
even as a senior police official
said that a red alert has been
sounded in all the districts and
legal action will be initiated if
anyone found burning stubble.

Wednesday marked two
months of the farm fires season
beginning September 15. The
fresh farm fires took total number
of such cases to 30,661. The cumu-
lative total is 32.5% less than
45,464 stubble burning cases re-
ported in the corresponding pe-
riod of 2022, and 54% less than
67,020 farm fires recorded in 2021.

Earlier, amid a spike in pollu-
tion levels in Delhi-NCR, the
Supreme Court on November 7
directed Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan to ensure
cropresidue burning was stopped
“forthwith”, saying it cannot let
“people die” due to pollution.

Thereafter, Punjab Police
chief Gaurav Yadav appointed
special DGP (law and order)
Arpit Shukla as the nodal officer
to monitor action against stub-
ble burning.

Shukla said Wednesday com-
missioners of police and senior SP
have been directed to sensitise
farmers, citizens and various stak-
eholders about the ill-effects of
the stubble burning, whichisalso
“aviolation of law” and “action
could be initiated against them”.

“All DSPs and SHOs have
been asked to hold discussions
with sarpanches and farm union
leaders to sensitise them about
theill-effects of stubble burning,
which not only affect the urban
people but each and every indi-
vidual,” said Shukla, who was on
a tour to review the stubble
burning cases in Hoshiarpur and

« Before his downfall, Cox & Kings promoter Peter
Kerkar sealed $5-million loan pacts

Mumbai Police and Gujarat
Police.

He was arrested in
November 2020 over allega-
tions of siphoning funds
through related party transac-
tions. Bail applications in sev-
eral cases are pending before
the Bombay High Court.

The loan agreement be-
tween Global Aerospace
Limited (GAL) and PEL dated
November 12, 2018, signed by
Kerkar, available in the Cyprus
Confidential data, states that
the loan was for “General
Corporate Purpose” which in-
cludes “onward lending to
other members of the group for
meeting their short term lig-
uidity requirements.”

The data show that Kerkar
wrote to Global Aerospace the
same day on ‘waiver of inde-
pendent legal advice regarding
personal guarantee’ with re-
gard to the $2 million loan, say-
ing “I am a sophisticated busi-
nessman and have given
personal guarantees before.”

That very day, according to
the data, three directors of Cox
& Kings (chairman Kerkar and
directors Urrshila Kerkar and
Pesi Patel) met at 10 am in
Mumbai and “approved” the
corporate guarantee for the
loan.

Minutes of the meetings
available in the data dump note
that “the meeting had been
called to consider and approve

the corporate guarantee in
favour of Alyo Group Limited
and Global Aerospace Limited
(the “Lenders”) for the princi-
pal loan amount of $3,000,000
and $2,000,000 respectively.”

Soon after, at 9 am Cyprus
time, Global Aerospace Limited
met atits Nicosia office “to con-
sider the participation by the
Company in an unsecured co-
investment opportunity by a
way of a loan to be provided to
Prometheon Enterprise Limited
(the ‘Loan’) in an effort to ex-
pand the business opportuni-
ties of the Company for the
benefit of its members.”

Documents accessed from
the Registrar of Companies of
Cyprus show that Global
Aerospace Limited was re-
named Global Base Re Advisory
Limited from September 25,
2021.1tis promoted by Eliyahu
Allalouf of Tel Aviv and its two
directors are George Georgiou
and Theodora Kaskani.

Allalouf has 28.55 per cent
stakes in it while the remaining
71.45 per cent are with a British
Virgin Islands firm Transport
Holding International Limited
(THIL).

The THIL is again 100 per
cent owned by Allalouf himself,
documents show.

In India, Kerkar’s hard times
began in 2019 when Cox &
Kings was sent to a bankruptcy
courtin October that year after
it defaulted on payments.

Cox & Kings and its pro-
moter Kerkar came under the
scanner after an investigation
into allegations of kickbacks
taken by Rana Kapoor,
Managing Director of Yes Bank,
in lieu of granting loans to sev-
eral companies that later de-
faulted on repayments. Kapoor
is also in custody

The Indian Express sent
questions to Mumbai-based
lawyers of Kerkar and Kapoor
regarding the loans but re-
ceived no response.

An email sent to Eliyahou
Allalouf for comments re-
mained unanswered.

Kerkar’s name also surfaced
in the 2021 Pandora Papers in-
vestigation of The Indian Express
in collaboration with the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists.

According to the Pandora
Papers, Peter Kerkar owned
two BVI trusts and was con-
nected to at least half a dozen
offshore firms.

It also disclosed that be-
tween September 2015 and
October 2016, Kerkar, through
Castleman Management, be-
came guarantor to a $45-mil-
lion loan by Cayman Islands-
based SSG Secured Lending
Opportunities to Kubber
Investment (Mauritius) Pvt Ltd,
a shareholder of Cox and Kings.

Kubber Investments is also
being probed by the
Enforcement Directorate for al-

legedly siphoning around $15
million from the sale proceeds
of Holiday Break Education
Limited (HBEL), a UK subsidiary
of Cox and Kings.

The HBEL was sold for Rs
4387 crore in 2018.

In the Cyprus Confidential
data, there is also a “funded
participation agreement” be-
tween SSG Secured Lending
Opportunities I, L.P. (Granter)
and Global Aerospace Limited
(Participant) dated September
20, 2017 which states:
“Facilities agreement dated
March 22, 2016 to be entered
into between, among others,
Kubber Investments
(Mauritius) Pvt. Ltd. as the bor-
rower, Ajay Ajit Peter Kerkar as
initial guarantor and SSG
Secured Lending Opportunities
I, L.P. as lenders, as amended
and restated on March 17,2017
and further amended on
September 14, 2017 ("Credit
Agreement”).” It was for a total
of $25 million.

The data show that, on
September 20, 2017, one of the
directors of Global Aerospace
wrote, “I, Giorgos Georgiou, act-
ing as Director of the Company
hereby confirm that the source
of all funds invested into SSG
Secured Lending Opportunities
[, L.P. are derived from the busi-
ness activities of Global
Aerospace Limited whose ulti-
mate beneficial owner is Mr
Eliyahou Allalouf.”

Oneofthe
reasons for
® Delhi’'swoes

EXPLAINED

PADDY STRAW burning
in Punjab and Haryana is
one of the reasons for the
alarming spike in air pol-
lution in Delhi in October
and November. A system
developed by the Pune-
based Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology to
identify the contribution
of pollution sources
showed stubble-burning
accounted for 23% of air
pollution in the capital
Wednesday.

SBS Nagar districts.

Shukla said 286 FIRs related
to stubble burning have been
registered at various police sta-
tions during the current paddy
harvesting season. Additionally,
environmental compensation
has been imposed in over 3,500
cases of stubble burning, he said.

Meanwhile, Bathinda again
reported the highest such casesat
356, followed by 318 in Moga, 264
in Barnala, 262 in Sangrur, 253 in
Ferozepur, and 225 in Faridkot, ac-
cording to Ludhiana-based Pun-
jab Remote Sensing Centre data.

The cropresidue burning inci-
dents are on the upswing for the
past few days. Punjab had re-
ported 987 such cases on Novem-
ber 12; 1,624 on November 13;
and 1,776 on November 14.

The national capital’s 24-hour
average AQI, recorded at 4 pm,
stood at 401. It was 397 on
Tuesday, 358 on Monday and 218
on Sunday and 220 on Saturday.

Neighbouring Ghaziabad
(378), Gurugram (297), Greater
Noida (338), Noida (360) and
Faridabad (390) also recorded
very poor air quality.

Manipur tribal
group gives
ultimatum: “Will
set up self-govt’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 15

ALEADER of the Indigenous Tribal
Leaders’ Forum, a major Kuki-
Zomi organization in Churach-
andpur, Wednesday gave an ulti-
matum that it will set up a “self
government” if its demands are
not met in two weeks, “whether
the central government recog-
nises it or not.

This statement was made by
Muan Tombing, General Secret-
ary of the ITLF, to media persons
on the sidelines of a rally held by
the body in Churachandpur on
Wednesday.

“It has already been six
months but nothing of our de-
mand, that is of separate admin-
istration from the Manipur gov-
ernment, has been addressed.
So, if the voice that we have
raised in the rally is not heard, in
acouple of weeks, we will set up
our self government whether
the central recognises it or
not...,” he said, in avideo widely
circulated. He did not respond to
calls by The Indian Express for
comments on this matter.

He made this statement dur-
ing a large rally organised by the
ITLF “against atrocities on Kuki-Zo
tribals.” According to a statement
by the body, the rally was held to
protest crimes against Kuki-Zomi
civilians and it alleged “the cherry-
picking of cases by police and cen-
tral investigating agencies like CBI
and NIA to appease the majority
Meitei community at the expense
of minority tribals.”
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 15

GLOBALMARKETS, including
India, on Wednesday rallied
asexpectationsofanend toa
global rate hike cycle spurred
oninvestors following benign
inflation readings in the
United States, Britain and
India. The benchmark Sensex
shotup by 1.14 per cent, or 742
points to 65,675.93 and the
NSE Nifty Index rose by 232
points to 19,675.45 in the
buying euphoria.

All sectors participated in
the rally with realty, IT and
auto among the top perform-
ers. The broader indices also
traded in sync and gained
nearly a per cent each. “Nifty
has decisively crossed the
trend line hurdle and looks set
to test 19850 now.
Interestingly, noticeable con-
tributions from heavyweights
like Reliance, Infosys and TCS,
which were on the sidelines,
largely fuelled therally,” said a
brokerage firm.

The 10-year US Treasury
yield, which shocked in-
vestors by leaping over 5 per
cent in October, tumbled be-
low4.5 per cent following the
softinflation reportin the US.
Dow Jones index of the New
York Stock Exchange gained
1.43 per cent on Tuesday.
Nasdaq rose 2.37 per cent.

"The market's strong gap-
up jump in response to posi-

SECTOR WATCH
MARKETS

Easing inflation
triggers rally in
bourses globally

tive global cues on account of
the softer than anticipated US
and UK inflation data high-
lights the optimism foranend
totheinterestrate cycleasev-
idenced by the ease in bond
yields,” said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services. Infosys jumped by
2.69 per cent and TCS rose
2.03 per cent.

This is likely to draw FPI
flows into emerging markets,
which is good for India con-
sidering the current better
earnings season and the fes-
tive demand pick-up. The
drop in the retail inflation for
India also improved the
mood. India's annual retail in-
flation eased to four-month
low of 4.87 per cent in
October from 5.02 per centin
the previous month, govern-
ment data showed on
Monday

According to Deepak
Jasani, Head Retail Research,
HDEFC Securities, signs of
China’s economic resilience
also helped. China's retail
sales rose 7.6 per cent in
October. Real estate invest-
ment in January-October
however was down 9.3 per
centyear-on-year. China'sin-
dustrial output grew 4.6 per
centin October year-on-year,
accelerating from the 4.5 per
cent pace seen in September.
It also marked the strongest
growth since April.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

UK seeking tariff

concessions on electric
vehicles in FTA talks

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE UK has sought tariff con-
cessions on Electric Vehicles
(EVs) during the free trade
agreement (FTA) negotiations
with India to gain better market
access in the Indian automobile
market- the world's third-
largest, a government official
aware of the development said
on Wednesday.

This comes as London is
aiming to phase out Internal
combustion (IC) engines by
2035 and is aiming to boost EV
exports outside beyond the

European Union. Notably, ac-
cess to the Indian automobile
market is one of the key asks
from UK negotiators as India
imposes 100% tariffs on im-
ported cars.

The India-UK FTA that was
originally slated to be signed by
Diwali last year continues to be
negotiated due to pending is-
sues including consensus on
rules of origin and intellectual
property rights (IPR).

While the talks are in the fi-
nal stages with the finalisation
of 21 out of the 26 chapters both
countries are headed into polls
and are looking to close the deal
prior to the same.

India, US, other IPEF
members ink supply
chain resilience pact

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

INDIA, THEUS and 12 other mem-
bers of the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework (IPEF) on Wednesday
entered into a supply chain re-
silience agreement that aims to
cut dependence on China and
help shift manufacturing of cru-
cial goods to member nations.
The 14 countries that are part
of IPEFinclude India, Australia, the
US, Japan, Fiji, Korea, New Zealand,
Singapore and Thailand, and
make up for 40 per cent of global
gross domestic product and about
a third of global goods and serv-

Employees'

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

EMPLOYEES' STATE

Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) has added 18.88

ices trade. “India joins US and 12
other Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework For Prosperity part-
ners to ink the IPEF Supply Chain
Resilience Agreement, a first-of-
its-kind international agreement
that will fortify and strengthen
global supply chains, foster adapt-
ability, stability and sustainabil-
ity,” Goyal said in a social media
post.

Members of the bloc had con-
cluded the negotiations on this
agreement earlier in May.

The IPEF is structured around
four pillars relating to trade, sup-
ply chains, clean economy and fair
economy. India has joined all the
pillars except trade.

The net enrolment of
women members was 3.51

lakh in September
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INDIA'S MERCHANDISE EXPORTS JUMP 6.3% YOY, IMPORTS OVER 12%

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

DRIVEN BY gold and silver im-
ports during the festive season,
India’s trade deficit in October
surged to a record high even as
India’s goods exports entered the
positive territory after eight con-
secutive months of decline due to
weak demand in the Western
countries and in China due to its
property sector crisis.

The trade deficit swelled to
$31.46 billionin October after gold
imports surged by a massive 95
per cent to $7.2 billion last month
compared to October last year.
Festive demand also boosted
Silver imports which leaped 125
per cent to $1.31 billion, official
data released by the Commerce
and Industry Ministry on
Wednesday showed.

While merchandise exports
jumped 6.3 per cent to $33.57 bil-
lion compared to October last
year, imports surged over 12 per
cent to a record $65.03 billion.
Notably, labour-intensive sectors
such as gems and jewellery, tex-
tiles,and leather declined 9.82 per
cent, 5 per cent, and 8.08 per cent
respectively. On the contrary, out-
bound shipments of electronic,
and engineering goods registered
asteep jump of 28.23 per centand
7.20 per cent respectively last
month compared to October last
year.

“Given the shift in the festive
calendar, we had expected the
merchandise trade deficit to en-
large to $22.8 billion in October
2023.The higher than anticipated
merchandise trade deficit was on

WIDENING GAP: INDIA’S TRADE DEFICIT
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account of gold, oil..,” Aditi Nayar,
Chief Economist, Head - Research
& Outreach, ICRA Ltd said.

Nayar added that non-oil im-
ports should moderate in
November, along with exports
given a higher number of holi-
days.“We foresee the trade deficit
for the current month at $22-25
billion. We continue to expect the
current account deficit for FY2024
to print in a range of 1.8-2.0 per
cent of GDP,” she added.

Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal told reporters that trade
numbers in October confirm the
‘green shoots’ of recovery.

“We are hoping that the posi-
tive growth in merchandise ex-
ports will be sustained in the com-
ing months. Interest rates globally
continue to be high. This affects
new investment which also af-
fects the procurement of infra-
structure equipment. In a lot of
Western economies, a lot of con-
sumer loans finance the procure-
mentof goods and if interest rates
are high consumer loans are af-

FM ON INDIAN ECONOMY

India is expected to overtake Japan and Germany to emerge as the third largest economy in
the world by 2027, said Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Wednesday while
addressing the Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue. @nsitharamanoffc

fected,” Barthwal said.

EEPC India Chairman Arun
Kumar Garodia said that engi-
neering goods exports have risen
for the third straight month due
toafavorable base.

“While the positive growth
witnessed in the past months is
reassuring, geo-political tensions
and demand slowdown in major
advanced economies continue to
be a matter of concern for the ex-
porting community. There has
been so far the very limited im-
pact of the ongoing war between
Israel and Hamas on trade but
should the crisis escalate it could
hamper the recovery,” Garodia
warned.

“The positive growth in ex-
ports is good. Still, we need to see
if this can be sustained. The wor-
risome fact is that imports too
have gone up at a higher rate. The
rise in import of crude and gold
this year will pressure the trade
balance,” said Madan Sabnavis,
Chief Economic Adviser, Bank of
Baroda.

RBI orders Bajaj Finance to stop
eCOM, Insta EMI Card loans

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
on Wednesday directed Bajaj
Finance Ltd. to stop sanction and
disbursal of loans under its two
digital lending products ‘eCOM’
and ‘Insta EMI Card’, with imme-
diate effect.

This action is necessitated
due to non-adherence of the
company to the extant provisions
of digital lending guidelines of
Reserve Bank of India, particu-
larly non-issuance of key fact
statements to the borrowers un-
der these two lending products
and the deficiencies in the key
fact statementsissued in respect
of other digital loans sanctioned

State Insurance Corp adds
18.88 lakh new members in S

lakh new workers under the ESI

Scheme in September, as per the lat-

est payroll data.

Around 22,544 new establishments
have beenregistered and brought un-
der the social security umbrella of the
ESIC in September, thereby ensuring
more coverage, a labour ministry

in September, it said.

epaper..ner.ss.cnm

statement said. The provisional pay-
roll data of ESIC revealed that 18.88
lakh new employees have been added

Datarevealed that more jobs have
been generated for the youth as of the
18.88 lakh employees added during

ing the month.

eptember

the month, 9.06 lakh employees up to
the age group of 25 constitute the ma-
jority of new registrations which is
4798 per cent of the total employees,
it stated.Gender-wise analysis of the
data indicates that the net enrolment
of women members was 3.51 lakh in
September. The data shows that 61
transgender employees have also got
registered under the ESI Scheme dur-

The payroll data is provisional
since the data generationis a continu-
ous exercise, it added.

by the company, the RBI said.
These supervisory restrictions
will be reviewed upon the recti-
fication of the said deficiencies to
the satisfaction of the RBI, it said.

For the borrower to proceed
with the loan executing contract,
astandardised key fact statement
(KFS) must be produced, accord-
ing to the RBIrules. KFS is manda-
tory to be shared with customers
and will outline details of annual
percentage rate (APR), terms and
conditions of recovery, look-up
period as well as grievance re-
lated guidelines.

Alook-up period s offered to
customers during which they
can exit by paying principal and
proportionate APR with no

penalty.
Any charge or fee not men-

tioned in the KFS cannot be
charged to the borrower.

In a statement, Bajaj Finance
said, “We wish to submit that Key
Fact Statement (‘KFS’) are being
issued for the loans booked un-
der the above mentioned two
lending products. However,
based on the supervisory con-
cerns raised by the RBI, we will
undertake a detailed review of
the KFS and implement requisite
corrective actions to the satisfac-
tion of the RBI at the earliest.”

“We re-affirm our commit-
ment to rectify observations of
the RBIin Key Fact Statement and
comply with RBI Directions at the
earliest, and will continue with
our endeavor to provide seam-
less financial services to our cus-
tomers,” Bajaj Finance added.

Trade deficit hits record highin
October driven by goldimports

‘No deadline
for conclusion
of India-UK
FTA talks’

New Delhi: On the ongoing
FTA negotiations with the
UK, the commerce secre-
tary Sunil Barthwal reiter-
ated that New Delhi is not
working on deadlines but
ontimelines. “We have in-
ternal timelines. Issues of
complex nature are there
and we are looking at
these issues carefully,” he
added.

The majority of the
chapters are either closed
or atthe advanced stage of
negotiations and high-
level engagements are
various levels are ongoing
toiron out the differences,
he further told reporters.

“We continue with the
13thround of negotiations
and outstandingissues are
being discussed. The talks
are happening at the track
level and also at senior lev-
els... to iron the differ-
encesand closeitasfastas
possible,” an official said.

India wants a social se-
curity agreement (SSA)
under the FTA. The agree-
ment would ensure that
employers are saved from
making double social se-
curity contributions for
the employees. ENS

International market datatill 19001ST

FY?24 fiscal deficit
seen at 5.9% even if
nominal GDP misses
Budget assumption

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

THE CENTRE is confident of
meeting its fiscal deficit target of
5.9 per cent of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) for fi-
nancial year 2023-24 even if
thereis any variation in nominal
GDP growth as the tax revenue
trend is comfortable so far,a sen-
ior government official said
Wednesday. The government is
not looking at any curbs on
spending, with some realloca-
tion of savings expected to hap-
pen as it looks towards addi-
tional allocation for existing or
new schemes in the supplemen-
tary demands for grants in the
upcoming Parliament session,
the official added.

Concerns have risen about
nominal GDP growth not meet-
ing the Budget assumption of
10.5 per cent as wholesale infla-
tion has been negative for seven
consecutive months. Some esti-
mates have pegged the nominal
GDP growth to be around 9 per
cent which could result in a
lower GDP deflator asitis prima-
rily made of the Wholesale Price
Index (WPI). The fiscal slippage
risks arise from the fact that the
government's fiscal deficit target
of 5.9 per cent is calculated as a
percentage of the GDP. The lat-
est print for WPI inflation rate
unexpectedly fell to (-) 0.52 per
centin October, datareleased on
November 14 showed.

“As of now, the tax trends are
meeting the Budget target rate.
The situation for revenues, from
both direct and indirect taxes, is

Need for World
Bank's governance
indicators to be
transparent: CEA

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

RAISING CONCERNS over the use
of World Bank's Worldwide
Governance Indicators in ratings
assessment by credit ratings
agencies, especially foremerging
economies, Chief Economic
Adviser V Anantha Nageswaran
on Wednesday said there is a
need for these indicators to be
more transparent and less sub-

jective.
“The World Bank...has some-
thing called the World

Governance Index, which unfor-
tunately or fortunately plays a
very significant part in opaque
and non-transparent ways in the
credit rating assessment de-
ployed by the three credit rating
agencies in assigning letter-
grades to credit rating of member
countries, particularly emerging
markets. This World Governance
Index itself is a composite of sev-
eral sub-indices, which are purely
based on the subjective opinions
of some so-called expert institu-
tions which do not have presence
on the ground nor do they under-
stand whether the context in

which they are making these
judgements is appropriate or apt
for the member countries. But
these indices become an impor-
tant part of the assessment
methodology of the credit rating
agencies and they do not reveal
the extent to which these indices
areimplanted in their assessment
process, the weights they carry,
because there seems to be quali-
tative overlays on top of qualita-
tive assessments,” Nageswaran
said at a seminar on ‘Multilateral
Institutions for the 21st Century’
organised by the Department of
Economic Affairs, Ministry of
Finance.

“So, in other words the easiest
way in which multilateral devel-
opment banking system can help
their member countries to access
capital for global challenges and
development needs is to ensure
that their World Governance
Index is transparent, less subjec-
tive and less arbitrary, more
suited to the context, involves
participation of developing coun-
tries, and also make sure that it's
limitations are very well under-
stood by the credit rating agen-
cies,” headded. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

well placed. Any margin of error
inthe nominal GDP, if atall, can-
not derail Budget estimates,” the
official said.

Commenting on concerns
about the government having a
high cash balance which has led
to perceptions about a reduction
in public spending, the official
said the build-up in cash position
is temporary as there are bond
repayments of around Rs 2 lakh
crore lined up in November-
December. “We are not restrict-
ing expenditure of any kind.
Cash controls have been ex-
empted for the first three quar-
ters for capital expenditure,
transfers for capital expendi-
tures, and centrally sponsored
schemes,” the official said.

Capital expenditure reached
49 per cent or Rs 4.9 lakh crore
during April-September, the first
of the half of the financial year,
out of its overall Budget target of
Rs 10 lakh crore for 2023-24. At
Rs 1.17 lakh crore in September, it
was the highest-ever monthly
spending by the government on
account of capital expenditure in
the current fiscal. The total ex-
penditure during first half of the
fiscal stood at 47.1 per cent of
FY24 budget estimate of Rs 45
lakh crore compared with 46.2
per cent in the year-ago period.

Underutilised funds with
various departments would be
reallocated to schemes where
spending is estimated to be
higher or for new schemes an-
nounced recently such as the PM
Vishwakarma scheme, the offi-
cial said.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

‘Food prices
need to
moderate
further’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

EVEN THOUGH headline retail
inflation rate eased in October,
food inflation still remains above
comfort level and there needs to
be further moderation in it, a
senior government official said
Wednesday.

Data released on Monday
showed that retail inflation
dropped to a four-month low of
4.87 per cent in October even as
food inflation remained broadly
static at 6.6 per cent as against
6.62 per cent in September,
which was revised up from 6.56
per cent.

“We would like to see a
broader moderation in food
prices,” the official said.

Food prices are still being
seen as a risk to retail inflation
even as headline inflation has
inched closer to 4+/- 2 per cent
medium-term inflation target of
Reserve Bank of India. Cereals in-
flation has been in double digits
for 14 months in a row along
with anincreasing trend of infla-
tion in egg, fruits, pulses and
products, which recorded infla-
tion rates of 9.30 per cent, 9.34
per cent and 18.79 per cent, re-
spectively, in October.

®

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU e

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

(CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE
TIRUVANNAMALAI

TENDER NOTICE

——

KmmlLe The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd

(A Govt. of Kerala Underlaking) Sankaramangalam, Kollam-691 583
Phane: D476-2851215 b 2651217, E-Mail: mdi@&mm.com;, URL: www kmml,com

TENDER NOTICE

Far mare details please wisit E-Tendering Fortal, hitps://etenders karala.gowin or swiomml.com

Sl Mo,

Tender 1D

ltems

2023 KMML_621532 1

Digester D (K 201 D)in IBP

Acid Raesistant Brick Lining work of one numbaer of

Chavara 15.11.2023 5di- Managing Director for The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd

Tender :

Work, EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/-,
05-12-2023 03:00:pm, Phone :
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

ESKERALA WATER AUTHORITY CRCHEEADIUEE

Tender No : 1) Re-E-Tender No 211/2023-24/SE/PHC/CHN, 2) Re-E-Tender No 213/2023-24/SE/PHC/CHN
1) AMRUT- Replacing old and damaged 700mm premo pipe (pumping main to Karuvelippady pump house
by 700mm DI K9 pipe from Perumanoor pump house to Thevara.- Pipeline Work, 2) AMRUT-SAAP-2017-1§
Supplying, and commissioning of 1000mm DI K9 clear water main from Kaladarsana junction to new Kalool
sump & Supply, and commissioning of Pump sets and allied works at 40 LL OHSR, Kaloor- 1000mm DI K9
clear water main from Kaladarsana junction to new Kaloor sump, Pump sets and allied works- General Civi
2,00,000/-, Tender fee : Rs. 13010, 13010, Last Date for submitting
0484-2360645, Website :

KWA-JB-GL-6-1605-2023-24

www.kwa.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer

PH Circl
Koch

DIPR/G0O40/TENDER/2023

15

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage
tender under two cover system through online only will be
received upto 26.12.2023,
Superintending Engineer (H), C&M, Tiruvannamalai Circle
for CRIDP 2023-2024 (CMRDP 4 Laning) One work
(TVM-117) pertaining to Sankarapuram (H) C&M
Sub Division in Kallakurichi (H), C&M Division.

Details of works,

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H)
C&M CIRCLE, TIRUVANNAMALAI

12.00 hours by the

approximate wvalue of works,
EMD, availability of tender documents and all other details
are available from 20.11.2023 onwards in the Government
website https://tntenders.gov.in
Corrections in the tender, it will be published in the above
Government website only.

If any Changes /
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WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Classifieds
—  PERSONAL
I,hitherto known as SHANTI

DEVI,W/o0 NARESH KUMAR
YADAV,residing at,RZ-26,

Gali.No-1,East Sagar Pur,Delhi-

110046,have changed my name

and shall hereafter be known
as SHANTI YADAV.

0040699174-5

I,Vinay Kumar Gupta,S/0 Baij
Nath Prasad R/0-17G, 515
Second-Floor,Green-View
Apartment,Sector-17,
Vasundhara Ghaziabad,U.P-
201012,have changed my name
to Vinay Kumar.

0040699177-7

LVINETAAJEET RUPA,W/O AJEET
SRUPA,R/0 IPH-2, Jasmine,
Niho Scottish Garden,Ahinsa-
Khand-2, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad(UP)-201014,have
changed my nameto VINETA A
RUPA.

0040699177-5

LLSweta Chaudhary,W/o-Mr.
Samir Kumar,R/0-House No-
258D,Second Floor,IGNOU
Road,Maidan Garhi,Delhi-
110068,have changed my name
to Shweta Sahu,for all,future
purposes. 40699179-3

l,Supriya D/o Anil Kumar R/0 J-
603 Wembley Estate,Sector 49
Gurgaon (Haryana)- 122018,
have changed my nameto
Supriya Bhardwaj. 40699183-4

I,Shweta Tiwary,W/o
Sh.Aksheev Bhambri,R/0
Apatment No.001,Tower No.A-
1,Ground-Floor,Uniworld
City(west), Silokhera,Sector-
30,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001,declare that Shweta
and Shweta Tiwary both
names are the one and same
personi.e.me. 0040699177-8

I,Sanjeev Kumar Barthwal,S/0-
Chander Mohan Barthwal,R/0
Gaur-Saundaryam Tulip-
2304,Sector-Tech Zone-
4,Greater Noida-West,Utter
Pradesh-201009,have changed
my name Sanjeev Kumar,for all
purposes. 0040699183-2

.SUMITDUA,S/O-RAMESH
KUMAR DUA R/0-243,2ND-
FLOORBHERA ENCLAVE
PASCHIM-VIHAR,DELHI-
110063,HAVE CHANGED MY
MINOR SON,FROM BHAVAYA
DUA TO BHAVVAY DUA.

0040699174-7

I, SINNAKANDU ABDUL JALEEL
MOHAMED ILYAS,S/O
SINNAKANDU ABDUL
JALEEL,R/0.81-T GHALIB-ROAD
HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN
DELHI,HAVE
CORRECTED/CHANGE MY
NAME AS MOHAMED ILYAS,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.
0040699174-9

,SHUMAILA W/0 MOHD
HAROON R/0 75,
Gali.No.14,Zakir
Nagar,0Okhla,Delhi have
changed my nameto
SHAMAILA. 0040699177-3

I,Ranbir Singh,S/0 Sohan Singh
Senwal,R/0O-E-141,Sec-
22,Noida,have changed my
name from Ranbir Singh to
Ranbir Singh Senwal,for
all,future purposes.

0040699179-2

I,Rajesh Sharma S/o0 Ram
Nagina Sharma R/o Flat.N0.404,
Luxmi Apartment, Sector-
10A,Gurugram, (Haryana)-
122001, have changed my name
to Rajesh Kumar Sharma.
0040699183-8

I,Rajan,S/0-Sh.Ashok Kumar
Sharma,R/0-WZ-106 (A),Ram
Nagar,Tilak Nagar,New Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to Rajan Sharma,for all,future
purposes.

0040699179-1

I,LRAM KRISHNA
KHARKWAL,S/O-GOPAL DATT
KHARKWAL,R/O
FLAT.NO.507/508 ALAKNANDA-
APARTMENT,SECTOR-4
VAISHALI,GHAZIABAD,UTTAR
PRADESH-201010,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME
RAMKRISHAN KHARKWAL,FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040699177-2

I,Poonam,W/o Parveen
Kuchhal,R/0-394, sector-15
sonipat,have changed my
name to Poonam Gupta,for all
purposes. 0040699179-8

I,PAWAN VERMA,S/0 KANWAR
LAL VERMA R/0 C-10,Mukhram
Garden,Tilak-Nagar, Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to PAWAN KUMAR.

0040699174-6

I,Md Momin Shaikh,s/o late
Mujamil Hussain bornon
01/03/1965 residing at Vill-
Jaluguti (Luchonbari),P.O.-
Jaluguti, dist-Morigaon
(Assam),have changed my
name to Momin Sheikh before
Notary Public at Morigaon
(Assam)vide Affidavit dt
10/11/2023. 0050230761-1

I,MD. SAHIL S/O MOHAMMAD
MUMTAZ, R/0 NNG-580,
Viklang-Colony, Asare-
Yojna,Nandgram,Ghaziabad(U
P)have changed my name to
MOHAMMAD SAHIL SHEIKH,for
all purposes. 0040699177-4

l,Jitendra Singh S/o Ramavatar
Singh R/0 H.No.-187, Rajupur
Khadar, Palwal (Haryana) -
121102, have changed my name
to Jitender Singh.

0040699183-5

1LJYOTI D/O ANIL KUMAR,R/O
H.NO.671,NEARJETTY, BADEM
ASSAGAO BARDEZ,
ANJUNA,NORTH GOA,GOA-
403509 changed my name to
JYOTI KUMAR.

0040699174-3

I,KARABI MANDAL aged about-
56 years,D/o Late
G.C.Mandal,R/0-QTR1V/1
Kendriya Vidyalaya Masjid
Moth Sector-3,Sadiq Nagar,
New Delhi.Have changed my
name from Karabi to Karabi
Mandal for all future purposes.
Karabi and Karabi Mandal
pertaintoone and the same
person. 0040699179-6

I,Narayan Sahu,S/0 Late Sh.Raju
Sahu,R/0 26 Hansi Road, Indra
Chakarvati Gram, Karnal
(Rural) Part-1,Karnal,Haryana-
132001, Thatin my-10th class
certificate and marksheet
issued by Board of School
Education,Haryana mine and
my father name has been
wrongly-written as Narayan
instead of Narayan Sahu and
Raju Shah instead of Raju Sahu
which may be amended
accordingly,for all,future
purposes. 0040699177-10

T,JASNASANEESH,SPOUSE
OF,SANEESH KUMARYV
S,RESIDENT
OF,CHAPPANGULLAKANDY,
KARIYATHAN KAVU,
KOZHIKODE,KERALA,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
JASNASANEESHTO JASNAC
K,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT DATED-15-
NOV-23. 0040699177-9

LLIsha Sarna W/0. Late Mohit
Gupta,R/0.C-5/16,3rd
Floor,Agrasen Chowk,Model
Town-Ill,Delhi-110009,have
changed my nametoisha
Gupta. 0040699183-1

[,Heena w/0 Mohd Javed, R/O C-
12/20, F/F Yamuna Vihar,North
East-Delhi.Pin:-110053.,have
changed my Name from Heena
to Heena Saifi,for all,future
purposes.

0040699174-10

I,Deepak,S/0 Satya
Narain,R/0.H.N0.79/3, Ward No-
4 Sabji Mandi,Pataudi-Gurgaon
(Haryana)-122001,have
changed my name to Deepak
Mudgil.

0040699183-7

I, Shiv Shanker S/0, Sh Devi
Prasad Mishra R/o A-866 Budha
Marg Mandawali Delhi-110092
have changed my name to Shiv
Shankar Mishra for all
purposes. 0040699178-1

I, Taranjit Kaur, W/o-Manjeet
Singh Aulakh R/0:WZ-49H,
Vishnu Garden, New Delhi-
110018 Have Changed My Name
to Taranjit Kaur Aulakh for all
Purposes. 0070874264-1

I, Tript Kaur W/0 Late Manjeet
Singh R/0:WZ-41A/2, Street.No-
10, Sant Garh, Tilak Nagar, New
Delhi-110018 My Husband
Name Wrongly Mention in My
Passport as Late Manjeet
Singh. Actual Name of My
Husband is Late Manjeet Singh
Virdi for all Purposes.
0070874281-1

I, Vikram Dutta S/o Sh.Inder
Dutta R/0-H.N0.667, Sector-
21C, NIT Faridabad,Haryana-
121001,have changed my minor
son’s name Rudra Duttato
Arjan Rudra Dutta, for all future
purposes. 0040699134-1

I, Vikram Madan S/o Shri Sunil
Madan, R/0 T 6/602, Paras
Seasons, Sector-168, Noida-
201305, do hereby declare that
Daksh Vikram Madan and
Daksh Madan are same boy.
Henceforth | have changed my
minor son’s name from Daksh
Vikram Madan (Aged 11 years)
to Daksh Madan for all future
purposes. 0040699117-1

I, Virat S/o Sushil R/o Flat No.-
1101, Tower-7, Exotica
Dreamville, Gaur City-2, Sector-
16C, Greater Noida West, UP-
201318 have changed my name
to VIRAT WALIA for all future
purposes.

0070874244-1

I, Vivek Chaturvedi S/o Rakesh
Chaturvedi R/0 B-1403, Elite
Golf Greens, Sec-79, Noida
G.B.Nagar UP, confirm thatin
my Passport N0o.E8653652, my
father name has been wrongly
written as Rajiv Chaturvedi
instead of correct name
Rakesh Chaturvedi. Correct
name of my Father is Rakesh
Chaturvedi.

0070874222-1

I, WASEEM HASAN, S/0. SAGHIR
HASSAN, R/0 A-115, A-BLOCK,
JOSHI COLONY, I.P., EXT.,
PATPARGANJ DELHI-92,
Changed my name to WASEEM
HASSAN, for all future
purposes. 0070874224-1

I,AJEET SHEPHARD RUPA,S/O
JULUIS WALTER RUPA,R/0 IPH-
2,Jasmine, Niho Scottish-
Garden,Ahinsa Khand-2,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad(UP)-
201014,have changed my name
to AJEETS RUPA.

0040699177-6

,AMRIT PAL SINGH,S/0O
KULDEEP SINGH R/O-A-
2/17,MODEL TOWN-1,DELHI-
110009,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AMRIT PAL SINGH
(SURNAME) 0040699174-8

I,ANISH AHAMAD,S/0
HASEENULLAH,R/O VILLAGE
BHAU PUR POST GOPALA PUR
DISTT JAUN PUR,U-P
222137,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO ANEES-AHMAD.

0040699179-5

I,ASHOK RATHI,S/O.SHREE
GOPAL RATHI, ADD-F-8/5,
MODEL-TOWN-2,NEAR-MODEL
TOWN CLUB GTB-NAGAR
MODEL TOWN-1I ,NORTH WEST-
DELHI-110009, changed my
name to ASHOK KUMAR
RATHI,for all,future purposes.

0040699179-4

I, RANE s/0 SARANDHOJ
KHAWAS r/o Babubasa,
CHAMPASARI, Darjeeling, West
Bengal-734003 have changed
my name to RANEY KHAWAS
permanently.

0040699119-1

Epﬂper..ne'ss.cnm

I,Ayushi D/o Sh.Anil Kumar
Sharma,R/0,C-503,New
Kanchan Junga Plot-No.01,
Dwarka,Sector-23,Delhi-
110077,have changed my name
to Ayushi Kaushik.

0040699174-2

T,Ambreen Ashraf,W/o-Fateen
Ashraf Siddiqui,R/0-D-39,4th-
Floor,Abul-Fazal Enclave,
Jamia-Nagar,New-Delhi-
110025,have changed my
name,from Asmat Aara,to
Ambreen Ashraf,for all
purposes. 0040699179-7

T,ASHOKS/O ANILKUMAR,R/O
H.NO-13B NEAR-NANAK PAYAU
GOPAL-NAGAR EXTENSION
MITRAON NAJAFGARH SOUTH
WEST,DELHI-110043,changed
my name to ASHOK KUMAR.

0040699174-4

I,SONUS/0 Lokesh R/0 Near main
Market, Mohna(204) Faridabad
(Haryana)-121004,have
changed my name to Sonu
Verma.

0040699183-6

I,Shagun GargS/o Rajesh
Kumar R/o0 B-17, Sector-36,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
UP-201301, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
THIA to THIA GARG for all
purposes. 0040699115-1

father of SARVINAYAK, holder
of Indian Passport No
24982856, issued at DUBAI on
04.02.2019, permanent resident
of A-502 SAI TOWER CHSLTD
NEAR OLD MHB COLONY GORAI
RD BORIVALI WEST MUMBALI-
400091 and presently residing
at 302 SALEH BIN LAHEJ
BUILDING 338 OUD METHA
DUBAI UAE do hereby change
my daughter name holding
Indian Passport No V7753328
issued at DUBAI on 21.06.2021
from SARVINAYAK to SARVI
SAMIR NAYAK, with immediate
effect.

0070874227-1

1, Shikha Choudhary W/0 Rahul
Singh Bana R/0-306, Tower-6,
Civiltech Apartment, Sec-7,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Shikha
SinghBana. 0070874251-1

CHANDERU R/0O B-146, GALI
NO.11,NEAR30FUTAA ROAD,
JOHRIPUREXTN., NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110094. Have
changed my name to
RAJENDRA KUMAR For all
future purposes. 0070874277-1

I,Rajan S/o0 Om Parkash R/o
14/5, First Floor, Shakti Nagar,
Delhi-110007 have changed my
name to Rajan Sharma.

0070874225-1

I, Pradeep Kumar S/0 Ramavtar
Aggarwal R/o House No. 3249
Housing Board Colont Sector-3
Ballabgarh Dist. Faridabad,
Haryana (121004) have
changed my name from
Pradeep Kumar to Pradeep
Kumar Aggarwal for all future
purposes. 0070874278-1

I, Akshay Jain S/O Praveen
Kumar Jain, R/0 R P-91,
Pitampura, North West Delhi-
110034, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Jaivik Jain.

0070874259-1

T, AADITYAVIKRAMMALIK'S/0
RAJEEV MALIK R/016,B-1
JANAKPURINEW DELHI-110058
have changed my nameto
ADITYA MALIK for all future
purposes. 0040699155-1

TTRamaMahto'S/0 MadanLal'R/0
Q-3/17,DDAFlat, Sector-4
Rohini Rohini Sector-7, North
West Delhi-110085 Have
Changed My Name to Kailash
for All Purposes. 0040699123-1

rmila, irsSi ,
F 203, sector 3, Ferozepur,
Palwal Haryana-121102. 1 have
changed my name to Urmila
Singh for future purposes.

0070874240-1

arender kumar viender
Singh R/0 336 Rani khera old
chopal rani khera north west
Delhi-110081 confirm that in my
Driving license my father name
has been wrongly written as
Devinder instead of Deviender.
My father correct nameis
Deviender for all future
purposes 0070874284-1

INajma Abid W/0 Syed Abid ATi
R/0 H.NO. 2741, Gali Chandi
Wali, Churi Walan, Pahari
Bhojla, Delhi-110006, have
changed my nameto “Najma
Begum” Vide Affidavit IN-
DL93398559344192V at Delhi

0130038087-1

I Gopal Krishan Father ot Amol
R/o Flat No. A-501, The Rama
C.G.H.S, Sector-43, Gurgaon
Haryana-122003, have changed
my minor son name Amol To
Amol Khatri.

0040699183-3
1;HarKrishanlLals/oJaiDayal,—
R/o Chhabra nursing home,
H.no-1 Teachers colony, sonipat
have changed my nameto
Harkrishan Lal chhabra, for all
purposes. 0040698428-2

“SITUATIONVACANT

OTHERS
Urgently requires motivated,

hard working and committed
Vice Principal. Post graduatein
any field B.ed/M.ed with
minimum-15 years experience
in education & Teaching.
Contact: Lt. Col.Mehar Little
Angels-Senior Secondary-
School #011-25268053,011-
25275108.

0040699198-1

I TECHNICAL I
Architect /Civil Engineer/ Steel

Draftsman.
ashscepl@gmail.com
<mailto:ashscepl@gmail.com
>, Walkin - 3, Sulochana, Sec -
16A, Vashi, Mob : 9820419561

0050230515-1

I, NS Shah S/0 Bhur Singh Shah
R/0 B-5017, 14th Avenue, Gaur
City-2, Sector-16C, Greater
Noida West, UP-201318 have
changed my name to
NARENDRA SINGH SHAH for all
future purposes. 0070874257-1

I, Minakshi Kaur Alias Minakshi,
W/0O Mandeep Singh R/0 J-104,
Vishnu Garden, Tilak Nagar,
West Delhi-110018. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Meenakshi 0070874253-1

I, Mohammad Javed S/o
Mahmood Ali R/0-289, 3rd-
Floor, Abul Fazal Enclave-1,
Delhi-110025 have changed my
name to Mohd Javed for all
Purposes 0070874256-1

I, Manjeet Singh S/0-Satnam
Singh R/0:WZ-49H, Vishnu
Garden, New Delhi-110018 Have
Changed My Name to Manjeet
Singh Aulakh for all Purposes.
0070874261-1

I, Manjeet Singh Aulakh R/0:WZ-
49H, Vishnu Garden, New Delhi-
110018 Have Changed My
Minor Daughter’s Name from
Arshdeep Kaur to Arshdeep
Kaur Aulakh for all Purposes.
0070874270-1

I, Manjeet Singh Aulakh R/0:WZ-
49H, Vishnu Garden, New Delhi-
110018 Have Changed My
Minor Daughter’s Name from
Sidak Kaur to Sidak Kaur
Aulakh for all Purposes.
0070874273-1

I, LAMA DEOKI w/0 RANEY
KHAWAS r/o0 Babubasa,
CHAMPASARI, Darjeeling, West
Bengal-734003 have changed
my name to DEWKI KHAWAS
permanently.

0040699119-2

I, Km Shikha W/o Rahul Singh
Bana R/0-306, Tower-6,
Civiltech Apartment, Sec-7,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Shikha
Singh Bana. 0070874254-1

l,Bano Begum S/0 Isak R/0 -38,
Madapur, Mustafabad,
Pilkhuwa, Hapur, UP have
changed my name to Bano
Khatoon. 0070874249-1

I, Balasubramanian Murali,
R/0:C4H/168B, Janakpuri, New
Delhi-110058,Have Changed My
Minor Daughter’s Name,from
Srivedika, Sri Vedika to
Srivedika Dixidar,for all
Purposes. 0040699177-1

I, Azeem Hasan S/O Mohammad
Hasan, R/O House.no0-533/265
Street.no-2,Bajrang Bali
Mohalla-Maujpur,Delhi-110053,
Have changed my name to
Azim Hasan Permanently

0040699174-1

I Anil s/o Bhagchand r/o A303, J.
J. Colony, Sector15, Bharat
Vihar, Kakrola, Delhi-110078
have changed my name to Anil
Kumar. 0040699118-1

Padmashri

Dr N P Seshadri
2.1.1929 to 16.11.2009

14" Anniversary
Distinguished Schaolar,
Musicalogist, Administrator
and Founder National
Cultural Organisation.

Homage by

Padmashri Dr N P Seshadri
Charitahle Trust
Wew Delhi - 9810097129,

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT KRISHAN LAL GAMBHIR
S/0 LATE SHRI HEMRAJ GAMBHIR
R/O House No F 307 IRWO CLASSIG
APARTMENT, RAIL VIHAR SECTOR 57
GURUGRAM- 122003 SEVERE ALL
RELATIONS AND DEBAR HER SON
CHANDAN GAMBHIR AND HIS WIFE
RAJNI GAMBHIR, GRANDSONS PUNIT
GUMBHIR AND AKSHAT GAMBHIR,
DOUGHTER MONA KATHPALIYA W/O
ANIL KATHPALIYA ALONGWITH HER
CHILDREN SAKSHI KATHPALIYA AND}
ADITYA KATHPALIYA FROM ENTIRE
MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES AND ASSETS DUE TO
THEIR HOSTILE BEHAVIOUR, MENTAL
AND PHYSICAL TORTURE MY CLIENT]
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
ANY OF THEIR ACTS, DEBTS AND
DEEDS IN FUTURE.

Sd/

DR. SUDERSHAN KUMAR

Enrl. No. D/703/2014, Advocate}
Ch. No. 1105, L.C.B.]

Rohini Court, Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that |
DEBASHISH ROY S/O SH. PK
RAY R/O B-6, TOWER-3, TYPE-4
NBCC GPRA COMPLEX, KIDWA
NAGAR EAST, SOUTH WEST]
DELHI, DELHI-110023 declare that
name of my minor son aged 15
years has been wrongly written as|
ADITYA ROY instead of AADITYA
ROY in his school record. The actua
name of my minor son is AADITYA
ROY which may be amended
accordingly.
It is certified that | have complied
with other legal requirements in thi

connection. 1

PUEBLIC NDTICE
"Il ks fa 'nl'.:{'r.b:l‘.'leg.]bl'r; al kg lha
M. Mahasr Parsad L haes aciuired
Fiol Mo, A9, area 50 59 '-En:i_s.
Fhazra ki, 60, Vilage Nawada Majra
Hestsal Delhi area abadi known as
Mohan Gardan Extension, New Dalhi
vide (SPA, gt 31.10.759395 execuied by
Mr. Retesh Kumar and Mow M
Mahavir Parsad Dimri is the

undepubed owner of above  sad
property. OR Any parson | frm |/
inalshon 1 company Raving any dam

af fght In respect of Fie sak Property
by wav of inhertance, share, salke,
agreement, lease, license, qift,
possessian, legal heirs parners o
encurmbrancs howsoevar ar athenyiss
is hereby required (o infmate in wiiting
fo the undersigned within 07 days from
the dabe of publcation of s nalica of
Feshenthedr share af caim, £any, wih
al supporing documents al below
mentioned address, After explration of
naotica period, the claims. ifany, of such
parzan shall be freated nul and woid
and also frealed as waned and nof
binding on cur cient.

ay Kumar Girl (Advocati)

[ TE :'H«.'ﬁ‘l_ Basamuant Vikigsn Vil
Lapposi Hagesr <, Mos: Lisks 11 DU

PUBLIC NOTICE
MUNICE 5 hedely peen Mal Wr Eng
Bhuzhan Femar, s, Preky Gang and Mr.
Anum Garg, (hersinatter rafamed to as tha
saud '-'anga orsfBorrewers], are
perchasing MIG Hat Mo, A-41, Ground Floge
i Blech Mo, A, Mav Shaki CGHS L, kaan
a5 shakh Apartments, Plt No 3, Seclor-3,
Rohini. Dalti fmm Sh. Rakasy Kagoor &
Smil. Ankita Kapoar wha e it's absoiube
pemers by virtue of Conveyance Deed di.
PROT 00 reged & Doc, Me, 10199 read
wifh Giff Dand dated 0002 2023 repd, &5
(oc. Mo, 1305 The Boerowers wilf oeale
marigape in respact of tha said propesty in
fevowr of our clients ILEC First Bang Lid.,
2nd Flner, Express Buikting, 9-10, Bahadur
Shah Jafar Marg, New [ehi-11000F fy
person, body, indivadual, instrutan haying
ooy claim andor objction in respact of e
said properiy by way af sals, sachange,
lzaza, lian, maertgage. charge,
eacumbeance, Eit. frusl, easement,
manlerance, mherlance lestamettany
dapeesilian ar othermise ar having i ther
tusiady asy e documents perainng b
the sewd property shall cammunicaée tha
same 1o the undersimest af sur address
within LI days from the gubleatieon of the
mebce wilh documesbary madince in
suppari tharaod, failng which al the claim,
of such parsen shak be cansidersd to have
bean weved ander sbandoned. Amy
shjections ralsed atter the comgletien ol
the 10 days shall not be Wndisg upsn e
s3id proprty or nmp client
M. Priva Rekhi (Adypcats)
#-38, Kailzsh Colony, Kew Deli - | 10044
Tel.: +91-11997 74545

Tha ganeral putdic is hereby informed that
my clant, ¥r Faleh Masaem =00 Maoho
Sapend RAD 909 Gab Chah EBhin Farash
Khana Delhi-110006 heve
severeddscontinued all thelr ralshons’
connectinns with thair son, Semair
Massam - My dienls have dimwnsd!
disnherited and Ssbzrad - from gl ther
movabla and Immovabla proparties!
Bisgety ale, whichavar) whereger Siluatad
A& they &0 oui ol comngd fnam oy chant,
Ampanerahosser daaling with them will do
5o at hisfheritheir own risk and
tecd o i iy & oy Gl wall nol be held
reaponsibkstiaedorany actone, depds.
5K GUPTA (Advocate)

Ea. Mo, 104388

PUBLIC NOTICE
Geraral Public & harety infoomed that
my ient Sh, Rarmphal Sio Labe Sh

WELDING WORKS AT

NEW JALPAIGURI

Tender Motice Mo, CON-MNJP-2023-
NOV-AT-03 Dated: 11-11-2023. Open
terder thraugh e Tendaring Systam is
imvibad from expodiencad and repuled
Contractor (sphirm {5) fof the following
works: E-Tender Mo, DyCE-CON-
FEBW-A-G-AT-01. Nama of work:
Flash Butt walding of &0/62 Kg (80
UTS) Ralls of 260 m panels or lsaar
langpth b sty oF 8t any lecation dechced

by Fallway, using coniracior's salf
propelled rall cum road/Maobdle Flash
Butl walding Plant on runningfman

running Unes with or withoul Block or
on cess of consolidated formatan o
on ballasted bed, after unlcading of
2E0m panels or lesser Bnglh of mils
whare regulred 1o connacl tham 10
form LWRISWHR, as par direction ol
Enginsar in-changs from Ch: Km 0.00 to
Km 106,96 in between atalions Araryva
C:ourt and Thakurgan] and In batwasn
stations Arariva and Rahmatpur of
Y-Connection In connaction with
Arariya-Galgalia New Line Project.
Tender Yalue: T1,18,16,848.62.
Earnast Monay: 12 08 600/-. Date &
time of submission of Tendar; from
20-11-2023 upio 14,30 hes, of 04-12-
2023 & opening at 16.00 hrs, of 04-
12-2023 at Dy, Chisf Enginear (Con),
Mew Jalpaigur office, The compiete
informaticn and lender document o
a-Tandear will e avallable al www.
ireps.gov.in
Dwy.Chief EnginearCON/
New Jalpaiguri
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
B [Construction Organisation)
i |

Serving Cusiomers Wi 4 Smile

The APTRANSCO invites on-line bids for Spec No.PMM21-e-47/2023 for "Supply of
3 Nos. 500 MVA, 400/220/33kV, 3 phase Auto Transformers" required at 400kVj|
Atchutapuram Substation. Date and time of availability of tender 16.11.2023 by 17:00 Hrs,|
Further details can be seen in website(s): www.eprocurement.gov.in

For further details Contact Nos 0866 2429230, Sd/-

RO. No. 2479PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22 Dt: 15.11.2023 CHIEF ENGINEER/TRANSMISSION

Kurdan Siegh RinH, Mo A-136, Gharal

Maar Srew Mandr Chowk, Mew Dalhi-86
have sevared al his refalions wilh his
grandsan  Jitender S'c Lale 5B

Ciharamrag and his wife Mea, Al and his
mathar Smt. Mano) W'e Labe Sh.
Dharamra, dEowned (dabared them
fran i @l ecrabie-mmovable properies
chue 1o ey bad hadits. Anybody deafing
with them will do s0 &1 hisfhertheir oan
risk and msporsibiities and my ciant wili
il e respordible for sy act desd ar
deakngdone by them

Sushils (Advacals)
Daity Law Chambers
QHE 21, LGF Lajpel Magar-1, Mew Delh-24

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that | Saro
Gautam D/O Sh Chhetra Pal Singh
w/o sh. Meghraj Gautam r/o B803
Doctors park, society, sector 5
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, UP-201012
& posted as Principal in MCD pratibhg
school, new bholanath Nager, ward 1
No. 215, shahdara south
Delhi -110032, declare that My name
surname before marriage was ag
SAROJ KUMARI, which had been
changed after marriage as SAROJ
GAUTAM. After changing of My name,
surname my service record has been 1
updated accordingly. Now, my namg
may be known and amended ag
SAROJ GAUTAM, accordingly.

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

ar., DEE (G}, South Easlarn Railway,
Chakradharpur acting for & on behalf of
the President of India, Invites E-tenders

againsl apen lender. Manual offers ara nol

allowsad against these tenders, and any
such manual offer recaived shall be
Ignoned. BN 1. E-Tender Motice Mo
42-EL-WT-2023-24, Date: 14.11.2023. l

Mame of work: Electrical (&) works in
conmection with the Development of public
siding 2l Haludpukur (HLDY skation. Tender
Value: ¥ 21,03,287.22. EMD: T 42,100.
SlMo.: 2. E-Tender Motice Mo.: 43-EL-
WT-2023-24, Date: 14.11.2023, Name of
wiork: Electrical {G) works in connection
with the wiork of Soft up gradation of S50
RO, BBN & BRP Ely slalions over CEP
Divissan. Tender Valua: T 316,17 63766
EMD: ¥ 308,100 Sl.No.: 3. E-Tender
Motice No.: 44-EL-WT-2023-24, Date:
14.11.2023. Name of work: Improvement
of rake examination facilities at Departure
yvard, Tender Value: ¥ 1,60.20 450.77,
EMD: T 230,200, Tender Document Cost
Mil (for Sl.Mo. 1 to 3 each). Date of
Closing/Opening: 13.12.2023 at 15.00
hes. (for ShMo, 1 1o 3 each), The tender
can be wviewed al websils
http://www.ireps.gov.in. The
tenderarbidders must keve Class-Ill Digital
Signature Certificate & musl be ragisherad
under IREPS Paortal. Only registared
tenderer’bidder can paricipate on e-
tendering. Al relevanl paper must be
uploaded at the ime of participating in| |

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas License Mo, 56 of 2013 dated
10.07.2013, is grantad by Diractor, Town &
Country Planning, Haryana {'DTCP") in
favor of AMB Infrabuild Pvi. Ltd {AMB),
corporate office at 18, Secomd Floor,
Sector 44, Gurgaon -122003, fo develop a
commercial colony over an area
measuring 104375 acres (4.2239
heclare) in Seclor-88, Gurugram,
Haryana, bearing HRERA no 40 of 2022
dated 23.05.2022,
And whereas, "Change of developer” in-
principle approval [said approval) has
been granted io Advance India Projects
limited {AIFL), registered office = AIPL
Business Chub, 5th Floor, Golf course
Foad Exension. Seclor 62 Gurugram
122101, by DTCP vide Memo Mo, LC-
2865JE (SK) 2023/ 38237 dated
09.11.2023 for the said licence no 56 of
2013 dated 10.07.2013 to develop a
commercial colony over an area
measuring 104375 acres (4.2238
hectara) in Sactor-88, Gurugram,
Haryana, bearing HRERA no 40 of 2022
dated 23.05.2022.

And whereas, the office of the DTCP
requires saeking of objections/sugnestion
against the said approval, Accordingly,
vide this Public Notice, suggestion
objections, if any, are hareby invitad on the
Change of developer in favor of Advanca
India Projects limited vide Memo Mo, LC-
2865/JE (SK) 2023 33237 dated
9.11.2023 which is hosted on a) website
whanw, ambgréup.n, also copy i available
b) AME corporate office al - 18, Second
Floor, Seclor 44, Gurgaon -122003 and
also copy is available at ¢) AIPL
Registered office at AIPL Business Club,
Eth Floge, Golf course Road Exfension,
Sactor 62 Gurugram 122101 and d) in the
office of Senior Town Planner, Sactor 14,
HUDA Complex . 3rd Floor, Gurugram
Town & Couniry Planning, Gurugram,
Haryana.

Qbjections if any be filed in the office of the
Senior Town Planner, Gurugram Circle,
Department of Town & Country Planning
Department, Sector 14, HUDA Complex |
3rd Floar, Gurugrarm and/ or in he office
of AMB af 18, Second Floor, Secior 44,
Gurgaon -122003 and jor in tha office of
AIPL at AIPL Business Club, Sth Floar,
Golf course Road Extenzion, Sector 62,
Gurugram, 122101, within 30 {thirty) days
of publicalion of this Public Molice, failing
whicn it shall be gssumed that there are no
objections to the proposed Change of
Developer
Place: Gurugram
Date: 16.11.2023
for &MB Infrabuild Pyt Lid
Authorized Signatory

H.O.: “UJIWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248008
Telephones: 0135-2T63808, Fax: 0135-2T63508

UJVN LIMITED
4

rr

Rl CIN Mo U401 0TURZ001 SGL02586E, Website waww, upvnl.com

Lettar Mo:1122 E" Te.nde.r DatE Eﬂensiﬂn nutice Date: 14/11/2023

Due to unavoidable circumstances the date of submission and opening of
e-tender Mo 1T/SPH/2023-24 forIn-zitu annual maintenance of
undarwater parts of Kaplan turbine (Alstom/GE make) and accassories,
replacement of 07 nos. shutter vane servomotor seal kit, dismantling of
turbine guide bearing of Unit 2 along with sealing and shifting of draft tube
gates and saaling of intake gates of Sharda Power House, Lohiahead” is
hereby extended ;

Last date of submitting of tender document online- 2571172023
(From 16:00 Hrs)

Due date for opening of tender No. 17/5FPH/2023-24-25/11/2023
(Up o 11:00 Hrs)

All other terms & conditions of the tender shall remain unchanged. For
fuller & further details, kindly wvisit e-procurement portal
http:filuktenders.gowv.in

Executive Engineer (M&G)
“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

| "AVOD WASTEFULUSEOFELECTRCITY" |
APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General publicis hereby informed that one
male was found at Dr. BSA Hospital
Rohini, Delhi, during the treatment him
dead. In this regard a DD No. 55-A, Dated
11.11.2023 has been lodged at P.S.
Bawana, Delhi, The description of the P&
dead bodyis givenas under: e

Mame: Shri Dev, Slo: Unknown Rlo: L
Apna Ghar Ashram, Delhi Age: about 70 years, Height: 5'4"

Feet, Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: Unknown.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
information about the dead male but no clue has come to light
s0 far. If any one is having any information about this dead
male please inform the undersigned.

3.HO

P.S. Bawana, Delhi.

DP/13106/0ON/2023 Ph ; 8448299619, 7065036321

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr.PC.)
Whereas complaint has bean made befora me that accused Osaretin
Ikechukwu Obguku, Sfo Ikechukwu, Rfo Flat Mo, 303, Omaxe
Heights Sector 78, Faridabad, Haryana and Permanent Address H.NMo.
251, MM Way (ABBI) Benin City Nigera has commitled (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in Case FIR No. 14772018 WS 3027201
IPC PS Mehrauli, Scuth District, Mew Dealhi and it has been returned to
a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Osaretin
Ikechukwu Obguku can not be found and whereas it has been shown
o my satisfaction that the said accused Osaretin lkechukwu Obguku
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant).

Froclamation s hereby made that the said accused Osaretin
Ikechukwu Obguku of FIR No. 147/2018 U/IS 302/201 IPC PS5
Mehrauli, South District, New Delhi is required to appear before this

court to answer the said complaint on or before 20,12 2023,
By Order
Vishal Pahuja
Additional Sessions Judge (FTC)-02
Court No. 502, South
Saket Court Complex, Saket New Delhi

DFGETAESD2023

e-tendering. {PR-E14)

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
that one male namely Unknown,
S/o Unknown, R/o Unknown, Age
37 years, Height 59", Complexion
Shallow, Owval Face, Thin Built,
| Wearing Blue colour shirt and khakhi
colour pant was admitted himself in
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital, New
Delhi on 08.11.2023 where he got dead 09.11.2023.
In this regard a DD No. 39A dated 08.11.2023 has
been lodged at PS Parliament Street, New Delhi.
Any person having any information or clue about this
deceased male may kindly inform to the following.
SHO
PS: Parliament Street, New Delhi
Ph.: 011-23361100

Unknown

DR 31 NDDZ2023

7 GREN!

i VISAKHAPATNA

[ | L |
LIJ.L H

PAL CORP(

Mote: For any other details required

‘8’ Proguremant Tender Notice No:
32/2023-24/SE(P-11 & WSMVEE(PD-1)DB/GVMC D1:15,11.2023

Number of works-13, Value of works: Rs.5.79 Crores

Tender Opening Dt.15.11.2023, Closing Date. 30.11.2023

Note: Further details at hitp/fwww.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in

0/o the EE (PD-1) Gell No.9848308824

in respect of above Tender MNotice,

please contact E.E (PD-1) @ www.apeprocurement.gov.in website
Sd/- Commissioner, GVME, Visakhapatnam

SEARCH FOR MISSING

RATION |

No.: SEDC/ST/Agisac/2k23-12473

HIMACHAL PRADESH

| STATE ELECTRONICS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
. - 1st & Ground Floor, I.T. Bhawan, Mehli, Shimla -171 013

Tel. No. 0177-2623259, 2623513, 2626320, 2623043, FAX: 0177-2626320 , Website: www.hpsedc.in
Date: 14.11.2023
E-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders for Rate Contract of
Procurement of Geospatial Software for one year period.

(eneral public is hereby informed that this
woman namely Saiba, D/o Amir Hussain,
R'a ¥-2204, Mangolpuri, Delhi, is missing
since 31.08.2023 at about 12:00 PM from
her house. In this regard a case vide DD
No. 47A, dated 05.09.2023, has been
lodged at P.S. Mangolpuri, Delhi. Sincere
efforts have been made by the local police
to trace out the missing woman but no clue
has come to light so far. )
The description of the missing woman is as
under:

Gender; Female, Age: 20 years, Height: 5'0", Complexion:
Fair, Face: Oval, Built: Madium, Wearing: Black suit and salwar,
black juttiin feet.

If anyone has any information regarding this missing woman,

Saiba

Last date for online e-bid submission is 24.11.2023 (upto 02.30 P.M.)

and shall be opened on 25.11.2023 at 2.30 P.M. Detailed Tender

Document containing Technical Specifications and Terms & Conditions

are available on HPSEDC website www.hpsedc.in and https://hpten-
ders.gov.in.

0866/HP General Manager (Technical)

kindly inform to the following:
E-mail : cic@cbhi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639
DPM2953/0D/2023

SHO

P.5. Mangolpuri, Delhi

Ph. No.: 7065036122

E-mail: she-mangolpuri-dl@Enic.in

ria] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY fﬁ_’.’?
Corrigendum

Tender MNo. 08235002, Batch Mo:
2024523, Dated: 15.11.2023
E-Tender Natice for supply of materials

Ard st A<

f5ten ratwa vd aRair searoer afafa, d-hiuda

XV Finance Commission & dad AR faun, giHiud ¥ fafeoedn 31faep1iRal (MBBS) @ Class IV-cumA
Sweeper (Hourly basis Two Hours Per Day) 376+ & de=¥g Xl Mgl TR (TR, Sied Breii
(W), HUY TR (FHUd), il (95@1e4r) d 9161 Blei! (FHud) H 316 MR 1Y

31.03.2024 b (Sl &b 3T HI ISR ST Al &) DI AW UM B & 3MdG HAI DIl 2 |

2 : 2 Sr. Name of Post and (Schemes) No. of Proposed Qualification
parbcipation in through" web portal of No. Post
, i vin off : :
IREPS-www.ireps.govin offers are 1. Medical Officer (Contractual) 5 1. MBBS from a recognized Institute,

invited for supply of the following
malerials: The closing time for all lenders
is at 14.00 hr. 8. No. 1, Item: Date of
opening, Existing Entry: 28.11.2023 To
be read as; Cancefled Participants are

Under XV Finance Commission

Registered with Haryana Medical Council.
2. Desirable: Knowledge of Hindi upto

Matriculation

Age Limit: Maximum upto 65 Years.

Remuneration: 65000/- Per Month

required o submit their offer only on-ling
through the web portal of IREPS-
www.ireps.gov.in before the closing
date and fime. Other details regarding
Consignee and detalled descripiion of
stores are available in tender document

infender notice on the above portal.
SMMIG

PRID1678/HQ/STORE/C/23-24/28

11.00 §51 UGl & YA b AT

22665/Hry

fafepedn MfPINGT (MBBS) & I B¢ STAgHC dRfthh I Ui H1E Bl 15 3iR 30 dRIE Pl UId :
g4 : Rad g W 571 & fafael Aoiv driierd § 3MRifstd feear Ssgam
e g Tl DI 3/l g ol

{3l UBR DI STHBRT UTtd &q 31U S |1 7015999143 W HUD B Fhd 2 |

¢ AR 3Tel BRI fead UR 3mfSTd fepam S |

EES A
fafaa gs=,
JArNad
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Subrata Roy’s crumbling business empire

The Sahara group once owned an airline, sports teams, hotels in London and New York, financial companies, mutual funds and life insurance companies,
the Aamby Valley township, and a huge land bank. The group is in serious trouble, and most of these assets are now under attachment or have been sold

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 15

SUBRATA ROY, who started with a capital of
justRs 2,000, built a business empire by col-
lecting deposits from millions of poor and
rural Indians with limited or no access to for-
mal banking services. The cookie crumbled
after the markets regulator Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) moved
against him for alleged illegal mobilisation
of funds.

Sahara, the group of which Roy called
himself the Managing Worker, once owned
an airline, an F1 team, an IPL team, hotels in
London and New York, financial companies,
amutual funds and a life insurance company,
the Aamby Valley township outside Pune,
and a huge land bank.

Most of these assets are now either un-
der attachment or have been sold to pay back
investors.

Fund-raising plan blocked

Sahara’s troubles began after SEBI turned
its lens on more than Rs 24,000 crore col-
lected from 3 crore individuals through
Sahara Housing Investment Corporation Ltd
(SHICL) and Sahara India Real Estate
Corporation Ltd (SIRECL) on Optionally Fully
Convertible Debentures issued by the two
companies. In 2010, SEBI ordered Sahara to
refund the money to investors, and banned
the two Sahara companies and Roy from rais-
ing money from the public.

In 2014, it was reported that only 4,600

investors had come forward to collect the
refund. SEBI was unable to trace the rest of
the investors.

On March 4 of that year, Roy was sent to
jail for contempt in not depositing aa sum of
Rs 10,000 crore with SEBI. The Supreme
Court ordered that he would not be released
until he broughtinRs 5,000 crore in cash and
Rs 5,000 crore by way of bank guarantees.

In 2013, Sahara sent 127 trucks contain-
ing 31,669 cartons full of more than 3 crore
application forms, and 2 crore redemption
vouchers to the SEBI office.

Luxury hotels sold to pay SEBI

Despite the regulatory ban on the group’s
core business of fund mobilisation from
small retail investors, Sahara bought three
overseas hotels, Grosvenor House in London,
and the New York Plaza and Dream New York
hotels in New York, in 2010.

In 2017, however, the group sold its stake
in Grosvenor House for £575 million to clear
its dues to SEBI. The Plaza Hotel, one of New
York’s most iconic buildings, was fully ac-
quired by a fund owned by the Qatari gov-
ernment for about $600 million, and Dream
New York was sold as well.

The group still operates the Sahara Star
hotel near the Mumbai airport.

Realty projects across India

In 2013, following a direction by the
Supreme Court, SEBI ordered attachment
of all properties and bank accounts of the
Sahara group and its top executives, includ-
ing Subrata Roy, and gave HDFC Realty and

€) Drisht

11AS (5

General Studies Foundation Batch

(Prelims + Mains)
(Along with Free Online Facility)

= 8010-440-440 OR Visit Our Karol Bagh Centre at 21, Pusa Road, Delhi.

THaHis WORD MEANS

APEC

The Biden-Xi meeting will be the biggest show of the
multilateral summit currently underway in California

THE ASIA-PACIFIC Economic Cooperation
(APEC) grouping is meeting in San
Francisco for the Leaders’ Week that began
on November 11, and will conclude with
the Economic Leaders’ Retreat on Friday.
US President Joe Biden and China’s Presi-
dent Xi Jinping were scheduled to have a
first in-person meeting in a year on Wed-
nesday on the sidelines of the summit.

The grouping

APECisaregional economic forum that

Xi arrived in US Wednesday. Reuters

was established in 1989 with the stated
aim to “leverage the growing interdepend-
ence of the Asia-Pacificand create greater
prosperity for the people of the region
through regional economic integration”.

The 21 members of APEC are called
“economies” (rather than countries or
member states) because trade and eco-
nomic issues are the focus of the group-
ing. Taiwan and Hong Kong attend APEC
meetings as distinct entities, even though
China says they are parts of China.

The APEC economies are Australia,
Brunei, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea,
Hong Kong (as part of China), the
Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Singapore, Thailand, Chinese
Taipei (Taiwan), China, Japan, South
Korea, Russia, Canada, the United States,
Mexico, Peru, and Chile — all located ge-
ographically around the Pacific Ocean.

EXPLAINED

APEC’s role

The grouping champions free trade,
lowering of trade tariffs, and economic
liberalisation. According to the US State
Department, “During its first five years of
operation, APEC established its core ob-
jectives. In the 1991 Seoul Declaration,
APEC member economies proclaimed
the creation of aliberalized free trade area
around the Pacific Rim as the principal
objective of the organization.”

India made a formal request to join
APEC in 1991. In 2016, then Union
Minister for Commerce and Industry
Nirmala Sitharaman told Parliament that
the request to join was based on India’s
geographical location, potential size of
the economy, and degree of trade interac-
tion with the Asia-Pacific.

RISHIKA SINGH

HEALTH

RACE CANNOTBEUSED TOPREDICT
HEART DISEASE, US SCIENTISTS SAY

DOCTORS HAVE long relied on a few key
patient characteristics to assess risk of a
heart attack or stroke, using a calculus
that considers blood pressure, choles-
terol, smoking and diabetes status, as well
as demographics: age, sex and race.

Now, the American Heart Association
is taking race out of the equation.

The overhaul of the widely used car-
diac-risk algorithm is an acknowledg-
ment that, unlike sex or age, race identi-
fication in and of itself is not a biological
risk factor.

The scientists who modified the algo-
rithm decided from the start that race itself
did not belong in clinical tools used to
guide medical decision making, even
though race might serve as a proxy for cer-
tain social circumstances, genetic predis-
positions or environmental exposures that

Epﬂper..nelss.cnm

raise the risk of cardiovascular disease.

The revision comes amid rising con-
cern about health equity and racial bias
within the US healthcare system, and is
part of a broader trend toward removing
race from a variety of clinical algorithms.

“We should not be using race to in-
form whether someone gets a treatment
ordoesn’t get a treatment,” said Dr Sadiya
Khan, a preventive cardiologist at
Northwestern University Feinberg School
of Medicine, who chaired the statement
writing committee for the American
Heart Association.

The statement was published Friday
in the association’s journal, Circulation.
An online calculator using the new algo-
rithm, called PREVENT, is still in develop-
ment.

THENEW YORKTIMES

Subrata Roy and three other top executives of the Sahara group were questioned
by SEBI officials in April 2013. Pradip Das/Express Archive

SBI Capital Markets the mandate to auction
60 Sahara properties in multiple states
across India, from Uttarakhand to Kerala
and Gujarat to Assam.

There is no official word on whether the
auctioneers succeeded in selling the land and
realising the expected amounts. Most of
these assets are under litigation, and may not
have had many takers, a market source said.

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

MANOJ GARNAYAK

AN UNDER-CONSTRUCTION tunnel on the
Yamunotri National Highway in Uttarakhand’s
Uttarkashi district collapsed at dawn on
Sunday, trapping 40 workers inside. While an
official report is awaited, this is how it could
have happened — and perhaps how it could
have been prevented.

What could have caused a part of the
tunnel to cave in?

The failure (the section that has col-
lapsed) is located around 200-300 metres
from the mouth of the tunnel. It could have
happened due to a loose patch (of rock),
which wasn’t visible during the construction.
The patch might have consisted of fractured
or fragile rock, that s, rock with a lot of joints
that may have made it weak.

Another reason could be the seepage of
water through a loose patch. Water erodes
loose rock particles over time, creating a void
on the top of the tunnel, which can’t be seen.
However, these are only general principles,
and we must wait for the results of a com-
prehensive investigation in this case.

What are the ways in which tunnels are
excavated in rock?

There are essentially two ways: the drill
and blast method (DBM), and by using tun-
nel-boring machines (TBMs).

DBM involves drilling holes into the rock
and loading them with explosives. When the
explosives are detonated, the rock breaks
apart.

Building a tunnel with aTBM is more ex-
pensive than DBM, but much safer. TBMs
bore the rock from the front (using a rotat-
ing head) while supporting the excavating
tunnel behind the machine by installing pre-
cast concrete segments.

InIndia, imported TBMs are used. Each of
these machines can cost up to Rs 200 crore.

Does the method of excavation depend
on the type of terrain?

ATBM can’t be used to drill through very
tall mountains. Creating a void through a
1,000-2,000-metre-high mountain by using
a TBM leads to rock burst — when a part of
the rock suddenly falls due to high stress.

TBMs are ideal for situations in which the
rock cover is up to 400 metres tall.
Underground tunnels for the Delhi Metro
were dug using a TBM at shallow depth. On
the other hand, in places like the Himalayas,
including Jammu & Kashmir and
Uttarakhand, DBM is usually used.

Is the Himalayan region too fragile to
tunnel through?

Geologically speaking, the Himalayas are
still young (they were formed between 40
million and 50 million years ago) and they

Aamby Valley auction stalled

Out of Sahara’s total land bank of 33,633
acres, Aamby Valley in the scenic Sahyadri
mountains near Lonavala, accounts for
10,600 acres.In 2018, the Supreme Court al-
lowed the Sahara group to sell the Aamby
Valley township, spread over 6,700 acres in
Pune district, in parts through a court-ap-
pointed liquidator.

The auction began in August 2018 with
the liquidator inviting bids at a reserve price
of Rs 37,392 crore, but the process has not
succeeded. In 2023, the Supreme Court re-
jected a plea by Sahara tolift the attachment
of the Aamby Valley project and to allow it
to sell 26 per cent stake to Royal Partners
Investment Fund for $1.6 billion.

Air Sahara sold to Jet Airways

SaharaIndia Airlines began operations on
December 3, 1993, and was rebranded as Air
Saharain 2000. As losses mounted, however,
Jet Airways Ltd took over its smaller rival for
Rs 1,450 crore in 2007, and subsequently
rechristened it JetLite.

Sahara later filed a petition claiming that
Jet had defaulted on the instalment amount,
and it was, therefore, liable to pay the origi-
nal deal amount of Rs 2,000 crore and not
the re-negotiated amount of Rs 1,450 crore.

Jet’s troubled acquisition of Air Sahara
was one of the reasons for its own collapse.

Crash of the Formula 1 dream

In 2011, Sahara decided to put in $100
million for the development of the F1 racing
team Sahara Force India. The Sahara group
was to be issued fresh shares of Watson
Limited, which owned the team, and liquor
baron Vijay Mallya and Roy’s group would
own 42.5 per cent each, with the remaining
15 per cent equity staying with the family of
the Dutch businessman Michiel Mol.

The F1 dream didn’t last long. In August
2018, the Fédération Internationale de
I'Automobile (FIA), the governing body for F1,
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To build tunnel, rock must be thoroughly
examined..., more time spent on studies
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A part of the tunnel in Uttarkashi district has collapsed, walling up the passage. P11

Tunnel-in-tunnel; How new
rescue op is being planned

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, NOVEMBER 15

AS THE fourth day of operations to reach
the 40 workers trapped in the under-con-
struction tunnel in Uttarakhand drew to
a close, rescuers prepared to try a new
way forward — burrowing horizontally
underground without disturbing the
loose rock and debris on the surface.

Attempts to smash through the pile of
rubble using diggers have not succeeded
as the loose, crumbly rock continues to
fall, blocking the passage with fresh de-
bris even as a path is cleared. By Monday
night, heavy excavators had removed 21
metres of debris, but new debris showers
had undone a third of the work, restricting
progress to only 14 metres.

Rescuers had planned to abandon the
traditional method and start on a new
“trenchless” technique of digging on
Wednesday, using an auger machine to
drill a passage through the debris, in which
900 mm wide mild steel (MS) pipes would
be inserted to create a narrow but stable
passage for the workers or rescuers to
crawl through. An auger is a tool or device
with a helical — thatis, spiral or screw-like
— shaft thatis used to bore a hole.

Uttarakhand Secretary (Disaster
Management) Ranjit Sinha said such a
“tunnel inside a tunnel” would be used
in a rescue operation for the first time in
India. The operation could not start on
Wednesday as the machine at the site
could not carry out the task; two C-130
Hercules military transport aircraft then
flew in a larger and more modern
American-built “horizontal dry drilling
equipment with auger” in three parts
from Delhi. The tunneling is now ex-
pected to begin on Thursday.

Trenchless technique

Trenchless technology refers to a set
of construction methods used to install,
repair, or rehabilitate underground infra-
structure without the need for extensive
excavation or open trenches. This min-
imises surface disruption, reduces the en-
vironmental impact, and often produces
results sooner and more cost-effectively
compared with traditional digging meth-
ods. Trenchless techniques are exten-
sively used in sewage systems, including
for installation, repair, and rehabilitation.

Mild Steel pipes

After a tunnel has been created under
the surface by horizontal directional
drilling by an auger machine, MS pipes,
also known as carbon steel pipes, will be
put in to create a stable passageway. MS
pipes are made from a type of steel with
alow percentage of carbon — usually less
than 0.25 per cent — and are used across
industries due to their versatility,
strength, and cost-effectiveness.

Horizontal auger

Ahorizontal auger machine is essen-
tially a giant drill that worms its way
through debris. It consists of a helical
screw blade (auger) that is attached to a
rotating shaft, which bores through con-
crete, wood, or rubble. Some auger ma-
chines have mechanisms to clear or ex-
tract debris from the passage as they
progress. In this case, the rescuers plan to
use slopes to extract the debris as it is
pushed away from the drilled hole.

The passage must be long enough to
reach the workers, and it must not crum-
ble during the progress of the operation.
To prevent the pipes from shifting or col-
lapsing, bracing or shoring methods
could be used to secure them.

announced that Sahara Force India had be-
come Racing Point Force India after an asset
sale by administrators to a consortium led
by Canadian billionaire Lawrence Stroll.

MF business fails to take off

Sahara’s plans in mutual funds also did-
n'twork out. In July 2015, SEBI cancelled the
registration of Sahara Mutual Fund saying it
was no longer “fit and proper” to carry out
this business, and ordered the transfer of its
operations to another fund house.

Sahara was then one of the smallest fund
houses with just Rs 134 crore assets under
management. The regulator also cancelled
Sahara’s portfolio management licence.

Insurance arm in legal tangle

The Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority (IRDAI) gave Sahara
India Life Insurance a Certificate of
Registration in 2004 to transact the business
of life insurance. On December 30,2020, the
regulator issued an order saying Sahara India
Life was no longer a “fit and proper” pro-
moter, and that the shareholding of the pro-
moters should be transferred to any other “fit
and proper” promoter within six months.
Following certain questions of financial pro-
priety and governance, IRDAI had appointed
an administrator to manage the insurer’s
business in 2017.

In June 2023, the Securities Appellate
Tribunal stayed IRDAI's order directing the
transfer of policy liabilities of around 2 lakh
policies along with the assets of Sahara group
firm to SBI Life Insurance Company.

are still growing due to the collision between
the Indian tectonic plate and the Eurasian
tectonic plate.

There are some patches where the rock
isindeed too fragile for a tunnel. But at other
places, the rock is very good.

I have worked in the Himalayan region
and built tunnels without facing major is-
sues. We witnessed very small failures,
which were rectified immediately by fixing
the crown of the tunnel. So, even though in
some places the rock is fractured or fragile,
there are technical solutions to fix it.

Also, tunnels do not destroy the ecology
of the mountain or hill. Tunnel-building tech-
nology is around 200 years old and, if exe-
cuted properly, tunnels aren’t dangerous.

What is the key aspect of building a
tunnel?

The first and foremost thing is to thor-
oughly investigate the rock through which a
tunnel is proposed to be made. This is done
by sending seismic refraction waves through
the rock to check which patches are fragile
or solid.

InIndia, engineers dig a borehole into the
rock to extract a core sample, and send it for
petrographic analysis (microscopic exami-
nation to determine the mineral content,
grain size, texture and other features that
have abearing on the mechanical behaviour
of the sample).

Such investigations help determine if the
rock can take the load of the overburden
when atunnelis created. If the rock layer and
its strength are good, it takes the entire load
of the overburden by redistribution of the
stresses, and it remains stable.

What does it take to construct a stable
tunnel?

First, even after excavation and providing
support for the tunnel, we need to monitor
the spot. It’s essential to check how the rock
is behaving at various places. Monitoring is
done by instruments such as stress meters
and deformations meters.

Then, the supports provided to the tun-
nel need to be tested for adequacy. Supports
can be of various types — including shot-
crete (sprayed concrete that works as a
membrane to prevent parts of the rock from
falling), rock bolt (a long anchor bolt for sta-
bilising rock excavations), steel ribs or
beams, and tunnel pipe umbrella, built by
using steel tubes that can hold really fragile
rocks.

It is also important that an independent
specialist geologist visits the tunnel for ex-
amination and to check for probable failures.
They will also determine the rock’s stand-up
time — the duration for which a rock can re-
main stable without any support. Supportis
given to the rock within its stand-up time.

Most importantly, in India, more time
needs to be spent on studies before starting
the construction. Currently, design and con-
struction of a tunnel project is done simul-
taneously.

Manoj Garnayak is a former project director
at L&T and an expert in underground
construction.

He spoke to Alind Chauhan.
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1. | Sardarpura-127 Ashok Gehlot 1) MM 12 Jaipur Metro, Case No.2337/2015, Status: Charges yet IPC 467,471,409,420,120B NA NA NA
to be framed
2) ACand MM2 Jaipur Metro 1,FIRNo.472/2014 IPC 409,420,467 468,471 NA NA NA
Status: Charges yet to be framed
3) Rajasthan High Court Jaipur, Criminal Misc No. 123/2018. IPC 409,467,471,420,120B NA NA NA
Status Case is Pending.
4) ACMM 4 New Delhi, Criminal Complaint 3/2023 IPC 499, 500 NA NA NA
Status: Charges not framed
= Dungarpur Ganesh Goghra 1) Judicial Magistrate Dungarpur, FIR No. 128/2022, IPC 143,342,347 353, 186. NA NA NA
(ST)-158 Status : Charges Not Framed
3. Kushalgarh Ramila Khadia 1) ACJM Kushalgarh, Case No. 159/2021, IPC 332, 323,504 506,186, 34 NA NA NA
(ST)-166 Status : Charges have been framed
4, Pratapgarh Ramlal Meena 1) ACIM Court Pratapgarh, FIR No.17/2005, Case disposed of. IPC 147,148,149,323 NA Fineof | Fineof
(ST)-172 Rs.2000 | Rs.2000
5. | Bilara(SC)-131 Mohan Lal Kataria 1) ACMM 3 Jodhpur Metro, Case No. 147/2022, IPC 420,467,468 471,474, NA NA NA
Status : Charges not framed
2) Special MM Court No.4, Case No. 2008/2017, Negotiable Instruments Act NA NA NA
Status: Charges not framed
6. | Raniwara-145 Ratan Dewasi 1) Special Court SC-ST Jalore,Case No. 65/2023, IPC 458,352,440,379,34 and 3(1)(V),3(1)(X), 3(1) (XV), NA NA NA
Status : Charges Not Framed 3(2)(V) of SC-ST POAAct, 1989
7. | Aspur(ST)-159 Rakesh Roat 1) Judicial Magistrate Jr.Division Dungarpur, FIR No. 49/2009, IPC 341,323,34 25/03/2011 Casewas NA
Status : Charges framed disposed off
and the
candidate was
given benefit
of section 12
of Probation
ofthe
Offenders Act.
8. Begun-168 Gurjar Rajendra 1) ACJM Gangrar District Chittorgarh, FIR No. 253/2021, IPC 147,148,149,323,342, 352,365/511, 392/511, 509, NA NA NA
Singh Bidhuri Status : Charges not framed 120B, 379,427 143,341,447 ,504,506
9. | Jahazpur-182 Dheeraj Gurjar 1) Notknown to Candidate, FIR No. 252/2010, 150,151,174 ofthe Indian Railways Act 1989, Section 3 of NA INA NA
Status : NA Prevention of Damages to the Public Property Act, 1984,
IPC 283,143, 188
2) NotKnown tocandidate, FIR No. 142/2023, IPC 323,324 and 3(1)(R) of SC-ST POAAct 1989 NA NA NA
PS. Tughlag Road New Delhi
Status: Charges not framed
10.| Khanpur-199 Suresh Gurjar 1) Notknown to Candidate, FIR No. 140/2022 IPC 353,504,506,392,188 and 3(1)(R),3(1)(S),3(2) NA NA NA
PS KhanpurV Jhalawar, (VA) of SC-ST POAAct 1989
Status : Charges not framed
2) NotKnownto candidate, FIR No. 144/2022, IPC 143,147,149,283,336,332,353,188 and NA NA NA
PS.Khanpur Jhalawar Section 3 of PPDP Act 1987
Status: Charges not framed
11.| Reodar(SC)-148 Motiram Koli 1) Judicial Magistrate Reoder, Case no. 58/1993, Section 149,147 148,323,341 of the IPC 17/06/1996 by | Thecandidate| NA
Status : Charges Framed Judicial was prohibited
Magistrate for Six months
Reoder
12.| Chorasi(ST)-161| TarachandBhagora | 1) 36Additional Metropolitan Magistrate Anmedabad, Megotiable InstrumentAct 1881 NA NA NA
Case No.79196/2023
Status : Charges not framed
13.| Ladpura -191 Naimuddin Guddu 1) ACJM6 Kota, Case no.918/2012 Section 323,325,341,504,506,427,147 IPC NA NA NA
Status: Charges framed.
2) ACJIM4 SouthKota, Case No.75/2015, Section 147, 148,149,332,353,283 of IPC NA NA NA
Status: Charges Framed
3) ACIMT7 Kota, Case No.6842/2023, Section 323,341,147,149,109 of IPC NA NA NA
Status: Charges not framed
14.| Mandal-178 Ramlal Jat Court Name not know to the candidate, FIR No.0211/2023 Section 406,420,384,379,120B IPC NA NA NA
PS Kareda, Bhilwara, Charges not framed
15.| Kolayat-15 Bhanwar Singh Bhati | 1) Judicial Magistrate No. 1 KOLAYAT, District Bikaner, Section 307, 336,283,341 143, 27 of |.P.C. NA NA NA
Case No. F.R.NO.197/2021,
Status: Final Report Filed
16.| KotaNorth-189 | Shanti Kumar Dhariwal | 1) Supreme Courtof India, Case No. SLP 5074/2023, NA NA NA NA
Status: Notnamed in FIR or during investigation. Protest
Petition dismissed but appeal against dismissal is pending in
Supreme Court
17.| Sadulshahar-01 [Jagdish Chandra Jangid| SC/ST Special Case Court Sir Ganganagar, Case No. 37/2022, 323,341,34IPC & 3(2) (VA) SC/ST Act 1989 NA NA NA
Status: Charges Not Framed
18.| Suratgarh-04 DungarRam Gedar | Additional Session Judge No. 2Hanumangarh Case No. 8/97 Not Known Additional Fine N/A
The case has been disposed of, SessionJudge | imposed
No. 2 of Rs. 500/-
Hanumangarh
on dated
27.11.1997
19.| Sangaria-07 Abhimanyu Poonia | 1. CourtNameisnotknown, FIR No., 561/2010 the matter has 283,143 1PC 1-CourtName s 1-Fine N/A
been disposed of notknown, date | imposed
of disposalis of Rs. 200/-
13.05.2022
2. ACMM 2 Jaipur Metro 1st, FIR No. 270/2012, 147,341,323,427 IPC 2-N/A 2-N/A
Status: Charge Not framed.
3. ACMM 2 Jaipur Metro 1st, FIR No. 453/2013 the matter Section 3/5 of Prevention of damage to public property 3-ACMM 2 3-Fine
has been disposed of act, 1984 Jaipur Metro 1st,| imposed
The date of ofRs. 3000
disposalis
22.09.2014
4. Metropolitan Magistrate Jaipur Metro 2nd FIR No. 339/2013 Section 3/5 of Prevention of damage to public property 4-Metropolitan 4-Fine
the matter has been disposed of act, 1984 Magistrate Jaipur | imposed
Metro 2nd the of Rs. 200/-
matter has been
disposed on
19.11.2013
Continued to next page
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5. ACMM 2 Jaipur Metro 1st, FIR No. 611/2013 the matter 2791PC 5-ACMM 2 Jaipur|  5-Fine
has been disposed of Metro 1st,the | imposed of
matterhasbeen | Rs. 500/
disposedan
28.03.2014
6. ACMM 2 Jaipur Metro 1st, FIR No. 262/2016 the 186,189,427,353 IPC 6- N/A 6-NA
status of the case is not known.
20.| MalviyaNagar-54| Dr.ArchanaSharma | ACJM1Dausa FIRNo.212/2021. 323,341,354 ,384,452,504 IPC N/A N/A N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed.
21.| Mundawar-61 Lalit Kumar Yadav 1- ACJIM 2 Jaipur Metro 1st FIR No. 143/2008 3 of Rajasthan Defacement of Property Act 2006 1-N/A 1-N/A 1-N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed.
2- ACIM 2 Jaipur Metro 1st FIR No 316/2011 147,149,323, 504 |PC 2- N/A 2-N/A 2-N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed.
22.| Ramgarh-67 Zuber Khan 1- ACJM 3 Alwar FIR No. 325/2021 Status: Charges Not Framed. | 143,336,504,506,509 IPC 1-N/A 1-N/A 1-N/A
2- Courtnameis notknown FIR No 690/2023 283,341,504,506,427 IPC 2- NIA 2-NIA 2-NIA
Status: Charges Not Framed.
3- ACIM 3 Alwar FIR No. 348/2022 Status: Charges Not Framed. | 420,406,504,506, 120B IPC 3- N/A 3-N/A 3-N/A
23. Deeg- Vishvendra Singh 1- Name of court is unknown FIR No. 285/2017, Sections are not known 1-N/A 1-N/A 1-N/A
Kumher-72 Status: Charges Not Framed.
24. Churu-22 Rafique Mandelia 1- Courtnameis notknown FIR No. 261/2017, 406,420 1PC & Section 3,4 of MOF Act 1-N/A 1-N/A 1-NIA
Status: Charges Not Framed
2- MM Court No. 47 Mumbai FIR No. 77/2013, 406,420,465,467,468,471,120B IPC 2-N/A 2-NIA 2-N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed
25.| Lunkaransar-16 | Dr.RajendraMoond | 1- ACJM Lunkaransar, Case no. 84/2022, Sections are not known. 1-N/A 1-N/A 1-NIA
Status: Charges Not Framed
26.| Thanagazi-64 | KantiPrasadMeena | 1- CJMCourtThanagazi, caseno. 147/2009, 143,283,186 IPC 1-N/A 1-N/A 1-NIA
Status: Charges Not Framed
27.| Chaksu(SC)-58 | VedPrakashSolanki | 1- Courtnameisnotknown, FIR No.233/2023, 420,406,120B IPC 1-N/A 1-N/A 1-N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed
2- ACJIMBehrorAlwar, case no. is 329/2015, The Caesis Pending] Negotiable Instruments Act Case
28.| Shahpura-42 Manish Yadav 1- ACMM 2nd Jaipur Metropolitan 1st, Case No. 47983/2017, 143,188 |PC 1- N/A 1-N/A 1-N/A
Status: Charges Framed.
2- ACMM 2nd Jaipur Metropolitan 1st, Case no. is 780/2016, 147,283 1PC 2- N/A 2-N/A
Status: Charges Framed.
3- ACJM Jaipur Metro 2nd, the case no. is 10/2007, 147,427 341,323 IPC 3-ACIM Jaipur | 3-Rs. 300
the case has been disposed of Metro 2nd date of| fine was
orderis 18.12.2012| imposed.
29.| Jhotwara-46 | Abhishek Choudhary | 1- ACMM 2nd Jaipur Metropolitan Case No. 1618/2016, 3/6 of Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act 1984 1-N/A 1-N/A 1-N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed.
2- MM 25 Chomu, FIR No. 28072017, Status: Charges Not Framed.| 3/6 of Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act 1984 2-NIA 2-N/A 2-N/A
3- ACIM Jodhpur Metro, the case no. is 20515/2017, 143,188,283 1PC 3- N/A 3-N/A 3-N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed.
4- ACMM 1 Jaipur Metro 2nd, FIR No. 594/2015, 3.4 &6 of Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act 1984 4-N/A 4-NIA 4-NIA
Status: Charges Not Framed.
9- ACMM 4 Jaipur Metro 1st, FIR No. 370/2014, 147,283 1PC 5- N/A 5-N/A 5-N/A
Status: Charges Framed.
6- ACMM 7 Jaipur Metro 1st, FIR No. 57/2011, 147,148,149,323,447 452 ,IPC 6- N/A 6- N/A 6-N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed.
7- ACMM 2 Jaipur Metro 1st, FIR No. 454/2009, 147,148,149,452,323,341,325IPC 7-N/A 7-N/A 7-N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed.
30.| Sanganer-55 | PushpendraBhardwaj | 1- ACJM39Case No. 155/2001 the case has been disposed of. 147,148, 149,452 427 |PC 1-ACJM9 | Convicted but
2- ACJMNo. 9 Jaipur Case no. 1129/2008, 188 IPC Thecasewas | nopunishment/
Status: Charges Framed disposed ofon fine was
28.04.2022 imposed &
2- NIA reliefunder
section 12 of
Probation of
Offenders act
was given.
31.| DHOLPUR-T9 SHOBHARANI 1. JM-3Jodhpur HQ,Case no. 439/2021, 420,406& 120BIPC N/A N/A N/A
KUSHWAHA Status: Charges Not Framed.
2. ACJM2 BharatpurHQ, Case No. 3620/2022, 420,406& 120BIPC
Status: Charges Not Framed
3. Special District Judge of TNPID CC, Case No.1/2018, 420,406& 1208 IPC & Section 5 of Tamil nadu Protection
Status: Charges Not Framed of Depositors act. 1997
4. CourtNameis notknown, FIR No. 148/2011, 420,419,406, 34 IPC,
Status: Charges Not Framed.
32.| GANGAPUR-90| RAMKESHMEENA | 1) ACMM-4 JAIPURMETRO 1, CASE No, 29, 730/2020, 420,406,467, 468 471 &120BIPC N/A N/A N/A
The Matter is Pending.
33.] MALPURA-94 GHASI LAL 1) ACMM-7 JAIPURMETRO 2, CASE No, 513/2012, 323,504,341 1PC N/A N/A N/A
CHOUDHARY Status: Charges Not Framed.
2) CourtNameisnotknown, FIR No.204/2013,The Matter 406, 120B IPC
s Pending
3) CourtNameisnotknown, FIR no.270/2023. The Matter 332,535,143 1PC
s Pending.
34.| LADNUN-106 Mukesh Bhakar 1) ACMM-2 JAIPURMETRO 1, FIR No,370/2014 2831PC 1. N/A 1. N/A N/A
Status: Charges Framed.
2) ACMM-2 JAIPURMETRO 1, FIR No,340/2010, 283,143, 435|PC 2.NIA 2.N/A
Status: Charges Framed.
3) ACMM-2 JAIPURMETRO 1, FIR No,449/2007, 147,341,323 IPC 3. N/A 3. N/A
Status: Charges Framed.
4) ACMM-2 JAIPURMETRO 1, FIR No,548/2015, 504 IPC 4. N/A 4. N/A
Status: Charges Framed.
5) ACMM-2 JAIPURMETRO 1, FIR No,217/2009 Section 3 of Rajasthan prevention of Defacement of 5)ACMM-2JAIPUR|  5.Fine
The Matter is Disposed. property Act, 2006 METRO1,Dateof| rupees
order 02-09-2009 500/-
35.| PARBATSAR- RAMNIWAS 1) ACMM-2 JAIPURMETRO 1, FIRNo,385/2016, 143,332,353, 336 IPC N/A NIA N/A
114 GAWARIA Status: Charges Framed
2) CIM JAIPURDistrictFIR No,247/2016, Status: Charges Framed.| 143,186,286 IPC
3) ACMM-17 CHOMU JAIPUR METRO 2, FIR No,428/20186, 3/6 of Rajasthan prevention of defacement of
Status: Charges Not Framed. property act, 2016
4) CourtName is not known, FIR no.126/2016, 3/6 of Rajasthan prevention of defacement of
Status: Charges Not Framed. property act, 2016
5) CourtNameis notknown, FIR no.131/2017, 3/6 of Rajasthan prevention of defacement of
Status: Charges Not Framed. property act, 2016.
36. OSIAN-125 DIVYAMADERNA 1) CourtName isnotknown, FIR no.102/2017, 420,467,471&120BIPC N/A N/A N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed. Continued to next page
=S .
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OVER THEHEDGE by MichaelFry & T Cewis

CROSSWORD 5210 DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
THIS JOURNEY - ..&UT IN THE END
1 z 3 3 - . 7 THREEEEQEHH A WILL ‘?EKE YOU %J&E#Eﬁ YOU'LL EACH LEARN IT
HEARTWARMING  EXACTLY. THOUSANDS OF WISE AND | WAS REALLY MORE ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
I. . JOURNEY TO MILES ALROSS INTERESTING ABOUT THE JOURNEY There is alot to be You really don't
EIND YOUR WAY DANGEROUS CREATURES THAN THE DESTINATION. said for keeping need to prove
A TERRAIN... “ i 1 hing. You h
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37.| WEIR(SC)-75 | BHAJANLALJATAV | 1) CIDCBCOURTJAIPURFIR no.285/2017, Case Pending 143,284,188, 120BIPC N/A N/A N/A
2) Court-Caseno. not Known. Section 8B NHAI ACT 1956.
38.| RAJAKHERA- 80 ROHIT BHORA 1) CJM,DHOLPUR FIR no.212/2013, Status: Charges Not Framed. | 147,148,149, 307 IPC N/A N/A N/A
39.] MAHUWA-86 | OMPRAKASHHUDLA | 1) CourtNameisnotknown, FIR no.330/2020, 188,269 &270 IPC N/A N/A N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed.
40.| LALSOT(ST)-89| PARSADILALMEENA | 1) ACJM2JAIPUR METRO-1FIR no.295/2006, 302,201 IPC N/A N/A N/A
The Matter is Pending.
41.| PUSHKAR-99 | NASIMAKHTARINSAF | 1) CourtName isnotknown, FIR no.230/2023, 143,147,149, 452,332, 353,186,189,506 IPC N/A N/A N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed.
42, MARWAR KHUSHVEERSINGH | 1) JMCOURT Marwar, Junction FIR no.207/2020, 420,467 468,471,474,120B IPC N/A N/A N/A
JUNCTION-119 Status: Charges Not Framed.
2) JM COURT Marwar, Junction FIR no.152/2021, 420,467 468,471,474,120B IPC
Status: Charges Not Framed.
43.| KISHANGARH-98| VIKAS CHOUDHARY | 1) ACJM2 AJMER.Caseno.634/2012, Status: Charges Framed | 147,148,149, 506 & 353, IPC N/A N/A N/A
44, BARI-78 PRASHANT 1) District & Session Court, Gwalior Case no.3109/2020, 13(1) (B)/13(2) of prevention of corruption act. 1988 N'A N/A N/A
SINGH PARMAR Status: Charges Not Framed,
2) CourtName is notknown, Case no.is not known. 30 of Arms Act 1959.
The Matter is Pending
45.| NASIRABAD- SHIV PRAKASH 1) JM,PUSHKAR, AJMER Case no.131/2018, 147,149,341, 323,451,352, 427,325 |PC N/A N/A N/A
102 GURJAR Status: Charges Not Framed.
46.] TODABHIM GHANSHYAM 1) ACJMTODABHIM. Case no.177/2018, 147,148,149. 332,353,504 & 506 IPC. N/A N/A N/A
(ST)-81 MEHAR Status; Charges Not Framed.
47| HINDOLI-184 ASHOK CHANDNA | 1) ACMM-VIJODHPUR, FIR No.268/2017, 332,353,307 ,341.323,504,336,1208 IPC N/A N/A N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed. & Section 3of PDPPACT.
2) ACJMB8 JAIPUR, FIR No.0070/2017, 147,149,332, 353,188,427 ,IPC
Status: Charges Not Framed.
3) Kotwali Ganganagar FIR No. 252/2007, 420,466,467,468,471,474 477 477A,166,201,218,120B
Status: Charges Framed. IPC, Section 25, 30 of Arms ACT. Section 13(1)(D) (2) of
48. KAMAN-70 ZAHIDAKHAN 1) SPE COURT JAIPUR. CBINEW DELHIRC5(S) 353,106,341, IPC N/A N/A N/A
TO9(S)2011 CBISCII
Status: Charges Not Framed.
49, NEEM KA SURESHMODI 1) ACJM 1stNEEM KATHANA, Case no. 345/2023, 452,467 468,420,384,471,120B IPC N/A N/A N/A
THANA-38 Status: Charges Not Framed.
50.| JAMWARAMGARH| GOPALLALMEENA | 1) Court Name notknown. FIR No. 158/2023, 363,143,448,323,342, 506,509,IPC Section 3 (1) (r), IN/A N/A N/A
(ST)-48 Status: Charges Not Framed. 3(1)(s), 3(2) (va) of SC/STACT. 1989
51. MAVLI- 154 PUSHKAR LALDANGI | 1) Additional District & session Judge Mavli Case No. 558/2019, N/A N/A N/A
Status: Charges Not Framed,
52.| BAYTOO-136 | HARISHCHOUDHARY | 1) HIGH COURT JODHPUR.Case no. 7437/2021, section 147, 148, 323,336,427 IPC N/A N/A N/A
Caseis pending.
(Shri. Lalit Tunwal)
General Secretary (Organisation)
Rajasthan Pradesh Congress Committee
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NEUTRALISING BOULT

With no swing on offer
Rohit Sharma took him
on, forcing Boult to go
over the wicket and
cramp him for room.
But, Rohit was up to it,
as he charged down and smashed him
over extra-cover. This now made Boult
look for Plan C, which involved
targeting Rohit with short balls and
bouncers. And when Boult executed
them, it travelled the distance as balls
were being thrown back from
backward square-leg stands.

-

19 SPORT ..o

How Indian batsmen shredded New Zealand’s plans

India were clinical with the bat as they came up with specific tactics in the semifinal in Mumbai

GILL GOES FOR THE KILL

Having played second
fiddle with Rohit,
- Shubman Gill shifted
L™ gears instantly after
wd_ losing the captain. Two
< boundaries off Lockie

Ferguson followed by another in the
next over, put pressure back on New
Zealand. Kane Williamson gambled
with Ferguson with another over, but
if there is a batsman who loves pace it
is Gill as he smashed a six and a four.
Kiwi’s trump card in the middle-overs
was off the attack.

KEEPING SANTNER AT BAY
On a pitch which
offered turn, Santner

= had to be treated with
fhy e respect. But whenever
'n.,'ff,' they gotan
e opportunity, they

made sure he was punished as Gill hit
him for aboundary and a six. It meant,
New Zealand had to bring in the part-
time off-spin of Glenn Phillips, who
Gill and Virat Kohli milked without
any trouble. Two timely counter-
attacks, two of biggest threats in the
middle-overs taken care off.

SHREYAS TAKES OVER

There was a slight
hiccup when Gill
walked away limping
inthe 23rd over,
bringing Shreyas Iyer
to the middle. There
was a brief lull before Shreyas took the
charge, hitting Rachin Ravindra for a
six and a four in the 27th. It was the
beginning of what to come as Shreyas
not only maintained the tempo but
also kept upping the ante in the
middle-overs ensuring there was no
comeback for the Kiwis with the ball.

-

THE KOHLICHARGE

He has been assigned a
role, which is to bat
deep. But whenever
Williamson brought in
his strike-bowlers,
Kohli ensured he put
pressure on them by going for
boundaries. And he did with some
authority. Off Boult's first ball of a new
spell in the 29th, he came down the
track to smash him for a boundary.
And 10 overs later, when Tim Southee
came on, he once again came down
the track and smashed him for a six.

TODAY’S SEMIFINAL

Australia vs South Africa,2 pm
Live on Star Sports network

AT

SHOWING NO RESPITE

In an innings where
they posted 397 runs,
the 35th delivered by
Santner was eventful —
the lone maiden. There
were enough wickets
in hand, Shreyas didn’t fret over dot
balls, instead showed the respect he
deserved. ANew Zealand comeback?
In the next over, bowled by Boult,
Shreyas and Kohli picked up 17 runs
before they pressed the accelerator
further in the last 10 as KL Rahul
provided the finishing touches.

India in their first

World Cup finalin 12
years as batsmen set the
tone against NZ before
bowlers, led by Shami,
script 70-run win

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 15

ROHIT SHARMA springs to his feet. Virat
Kohli brings the bat closer to his chest and
gives it a twirl. Shreyas lyer taps the bat vi-
olently on the ground. KL Rahul hangs his
bat in the air. As for Shubman Gill, he re-
mains still. The subtle motions, as the bowler
runs in, are often an indicator that some-
thing special might happen on the incom-
ing ball.

On Wednesday, as India overcame
nerves and a gritty New Zealand by 70 runs
to enter the World Cup final, it almost un-
failingly meant Rohit lofting the ball over
covers, Kohli unleashing a bottom-handed
whip, Iyer walloping the ball into the stands,
Rahul clearing the square boundary and Gill
gloriously caressing the ball through mid-
wicket.

These montages of ultimate swagger
have been playing on a loop over the last six
weeks. And while the bowlers have pro-
vided the ‘wow’ factor with breathless dis-
plays of seam bowling, like Mohammad
Shami did by claiming 7/57, it’s the Fab Five
who have laid the foundation for most wins
as India extended their spectacular run to
make it 10 out of 10.

Maybe because it’s always been India’s
stronger suit that batting hasn’t been spo-
ken about with the same admiration as
bowling. Only once, against England, has a
batsman outside the top five had to walk
into a tricky situation to bail out the team.
Barring that one-off day on a low-scoring
pitch in Lucknow, the quintet has got the job
done in every match India have played in
this World Cup.

Hence, the result seemed almost in-
evitable when the coin dropped in India’s
favour at the toss. Rohit had no hesitation to
bat first on a flat Wankhede deck, on a hu-
mid Mumbai afternoon against a struggling
New Zealand bowling unit that had con-
ceded runsin excess of 350 to the other two
semifinalists, Australia (388) and South
Africa (357).

Rohit goes for jugular

And there’s an arrogance about the way
the batsmen have gone about executing the
demolision job. It begins, as it has through-
out the campaign, with Rohit 2.0.

There’s a thing in football that when
you’re trying to take down an opponent
that’s an equal or stronger, you go and tackle
their best player first to get everyone on your
team into the match and also send a strong
message to the rivals.

SRIRAM VEERA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 15

THE QUESTION that might float up after
Rohit Sharma’s dazzling momentum-set-
ting 47 in the world cup semi-final is
should he be happy with all-out attacking
cameos or change tack.

On the match eve, he would say, ‘we
have to be brave, and hopefully fortune will
favour the brave’. The lack of ‘bravery’ has
been the Achilles heel of a few past Indian
teams. Rohit has been part of a few such
outfits, and even led in the T20 World Cup.
Clearly, at his last chance to lead a World
Cup, he has decided that something needed
to change. And it has to begin with him.

It was just 47 runs, but in 29 balls with
four sixes — a commanding deflating tone-
setting cameo.

Usually the World Cups over the years
have seen some outstanding cameos:
Aravinda de Silva’s counter-attacking daz-
zler that sucker-punched India in 1996,
Ajay Jadeja’s 45 that stunned Pakistan in
the same World Cup, Mike Vellata’s 45
against England in the 1987 final, Kris
Srikkanth’s audacious 38 in the 1983 final,
or Tamim Igbal’s 53 against India in the
2007 edition.

But Rohit has been repeatedly pulling
out gems that have not only demotivated
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INDIA REACH WORLD CUP SUMMIT CLASH FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 2011

Finally... finalists

New Zealand skipper Kane Williamson looks skyward in anguish after he is caught in the deep off the bowling of Mohammed Shami. Reuters

—— SCOREBOARD ——

INDIAVS NEW ZEALAND
— WANKHEDE STADIUM, MUMBAT
1oss: India elected to bat

INDIA

Rohitc Williamsonb Southee 47 (29b, 4x4, 4x6)
SGill notout 80 (66b, 8x4, 3x6)
V Kohli c Conway b Southee 117 (113b, 9x4, 2x6)
Slyer c MitchellbBoult 105 (70b, 4x4, 8x6)
KL Rahul notout 39 (20b, 5x4, 2x6)
SYadav c Phillips b Southee 1(2b)
M Extras(b1,lb1,w6) 8
Bl Total 50 Ov (RR:7.94) 397/4
BMFoW: 1-71(Rohit Sharma,8.20v), 1-164 (22.4
ov),2-327 (ViratKohli, 43.6 ov), 3-381 (Shreyas
lyer, 48.5 ov), 4-382 (Suryakumar Yadav, 49.10v)
HBowling: Trent Boult 10-0-86-1, Tim Southee
10-0-100-3, Mitchell Santner 10-1-51-0, Lockie
Ferguson 8-0-65-0, Rachin Ravindra 7-0-60-0,
Glenn Phillips 5-0-33-0

NEW ZEALAND

DConway c Rahulb Shami 13 (15b, 3x4)
RRavindra c Rahul b Shami 13 (22b, 3x4)
KWilliamson c Yadavb Shami 69 (73b, 8x4,1x6)
D Mitchell ¢ Jadeja b Shami134 (119b, 9x4, 7x6)
T Latham lbw b Shami 0(2h)
G Phillips c Jadejab Bumrah 41(33b, 4x4, 2x6)

M Chapman c Jadeja b Kuldeep 2(5h)
M Santner c Sharmab Siraj 9(10b)
TSouthee c Rahulb Shami 9 (10b,1x4)
TBoult notout 2(2b)
L Ferguson c Rahulb Shami 6 (3b, 1x6)

M Extras(b4,1b5,nb1,w19) 29
H Total 48.50v (RR: 6.69) 327
B FoW: 1-30 (Devon Conway, 5.10v),2-39
(Rachin Ravindra, 7.4 ov), 3-220 (Kane Williamson,
32.20v),4-220 (Tom Latham, 32.4 ov), 5-295
(GlennPhillips, 42.5 ov), 6-298 (Mark Chapman,
43.50v),7-306 (Daryl Mitchell, 45.2 ov), 8-319
(Mitchell Santner, 47.5 ov), 9-321(Tim Southee,
48.2 ov),10-327 (Lockie Ferguson, 48.5 ov)

M Bowling: Jasprit Bumrah 10-1-64-1,
Mohammed Siraj 9-0-78-1, Mohammed Shami
9.5-0-57-7, Ravindra Jadeja 10-0-63-0,
Kuldeep Yadav 10-0-56-1

Cricket isn’t a contact sport but Rohit
did the next best thing possible: in a non-
violent fashion, he went after New
Zealand’s best bowler, Trent Boult, from the
first over, hitting him for boundaries on ei-
ther side of the wicket on back-to-back
balls. New Zealand, who might have
missed a trick by opting for Tim Southee
ahead of Ish Sodhi on a slow pitch, were
rattled. India’s batsmen had an answer for
every New Zealand plan.

Smashed for two boundaries, Boult went
around the wicket. Immediately, Rohit
charged to dispatch him over extra cover.
They then came at him with bouncers.
Casually, he took a step back and thwacked
the ball over the backward square-leg fence.

New Zealand would have hoped for a lit-
tle bit of peace to drag the momentum in
their favour after Rohit was caught magnif-
icently at long-off by Kane Williamson in the
9th over. But that wasn’t to be.

Gill, who began cautiously, went into
counter-attacking mode immediately in the

the opponents, but stirred his team-mates
—and thatis hislegacy as a batsman in this
World Cup. To make the Indians dare, ex-
tend themselves, and go where no batting
unit has ventured before. It has allowed the
likes of Virat Kohli to breathe easy, not fuss
about run-rate, and carry on his tourna-
ment-defining batsmanship.

It’s perhaps safe conjecture to make that
Rohit the all-out adventurous opener would
not have materialised had he been not the cap-
tain. Hence, ‘self-less’ isn’t the adjective that
fits as he is obviously doing it with a definite
purpose for his team. But still, there haven't
been many captains who have stretched them-
selves like the way Rohit has done.

As it happens with Indian cricket, there
were some wild speculations that Indian
management might be toying with batting
at No.4 to solve the middle-order issues.
And the question was put to him in an in-
terview he gave to this newspaper before
the world cup.

A firm ‘No’ came first. “Jiska jidhar bat-
ting position hai and those who have won
games in that position, why will we change
them. Someone else needs to step up.” He
would then talk about how he is not wor-
ried about No 4 as Shreyas lyer is there.

When was the last time a captain took
the onus on all-out aggression on his own
shoulders and batted the way Rohit
Sharma has done this World Cup? Not

next over, hitting Lockie Ferguson for two
fours. Williamson persisted with his ace
pacer even after Gill punished him for one
more boundary in the next over but after the
opener clobbered him for a four and a sixin
the 13th, Williamson was forced to take him
off the attack.

When Mitchell Santner bowled up and
outside off, charged forward and smashed
the ball over the sightscreen. The next ball,
Santner pitched it short and wide, and Gill
cut him to the square boundary.

Iyer-Kohli counter

After Gill imped off due to cramps, New
Zealand would have hoped to slow down
the scoring rate but Shreyas lyer hammered
Rachin Ravindra for a six and a four in the
27th over and immediately, he was taken off
the attack as well with Boult replacing him.

But the move to bring pacers in the mid-
dle overs did not reap the desired rewards
as Kohli went on the offensive.

On Boult’s first ball of the second spell,

Kohli marched forward and blasted the ball
over mid-off for four. Then, in the next over
- the second ball of the 30th - he stepped
out of the crease once again and whipped
Southee over mid-on and sent the ball sail-
ing into the Sachin Tendulkar stand.

Williamson reverted to spin, praying that
the ball would turn on a surface that was
supposed to assist spinners, and Santner did
play his part by bowling a maiden over to
Iyer in the 35th. But in the next over, Iyer and
Kohli - who apart from surpassing
Tendulkar’s record of most ODI 100s also
broke his record of scoring the most num-
ber of runs in a World Cup - looted 17 runs
off the next over bowled by Southee.

It was the kind of controlled, coordinated
attacking batting that has allowed India to
tear apart most bowling attacks so it wasn’t
a surprise to see them do what they did to
New Zealand on a lifeless wicket.

There was already celebratory fervourin
the stands when the Indian batsmen re-
turned to the pavilion after setting New

Rohit’s high-risk, high-reward approach at top works for the crack team

Rohit Sharma’s 47 off 29 at the top of the order gave India a flying start. Deepak joshi

every captain was an opener or were
blessed with his skills. But to his credit
Rohit, despite the presence of younger
players around him, doned the role of the
risk-taker. He could given Shubman Gill the
role of an all-out aggressor but Rohit didn't

take easy way out.

The batting order too has been carefully
arranged to facilitate a continuity of aggres-
sion. Rohit attacks, Gill doesn’t extend him-
self but he is naturally brisk. Shreyas Iyer
swings for the fences, Kohli holds the innings

Zealand a target of 398. And it got deafen-
ing when Mohammad Shami picked up two
quick wickets to leave the Kiwis stranded at
46/2 after the first powerplay.

The noise soon made way for nerves as
Daryl Mitchell and Williamson stitched to-
gether a partnership of 181 (145 balls) to
keep New Zealand interested in what would
have been the second-highest run chase in
ODIs. New Zealand’s audacious effort was
aided by uncharacteristically sloppy field-
ing by India, which included a wild over-
throw by Ravindra Jadeja off his own bowl-
ing and Shami dropping Williamson.

The pacer ensured, however, that the
missed chance did not haunt India as he re-
turned to action was promptly picked up
two wickets, including that of Williamson, to
snuff out any hopes of a New Zealand fight-
back. As has been the case throughout this
campaign, Shami - who took a wicket in
each of his three spells — had the last laugh.
Butit was the batsmen who set the stage for
the win.

ATTACK MODE

- 12415

Rohit Sharma’s strike rate after 10
outings at the top of the order in
this World Cup — the bestamong
the top 10 run scorers. Rohit has hit
28 sixes. With 550 runs, he is also
the fourth-highest run scorer in
the World Cup.

together.]Jadeja holds base, Suryakumar at-
tacks. Tying all this together, and the one im-
parting freedom and energy into this bat-
ting unit has been Rohit’s blitzes.

It just took four balls for Rohit to decide
to go for it in the semi-final. It wasn’t a bad
ball per se - on alength, on the middle. But
Rohit had decided it has to go. There was
no room for an aerial shot really but some-
how he drag-flicked it just over the leap-
ing short midwicket. Next ball, he slapped
on the up, not quite timed, but his sheer
will had it plummeting past left of mid-off.

Manufactured shots

The two manufactured shots were the
indication of his mood, and a reflection of
his intent for this world cup. But it was the

Last two World Cups, we lost (in
semifinals). Who knows when or if
we'll get achance, so we wanted to
do everything for this, one chance
wedidn't wanttoletgo.".

MOHAMMED SHAMI
FAST BOWLER

India are top class, have world
class batters who didn't giveus a
sniff really. Youcomeinand get
400, it'satickinthe box.

KANE WILLIAMSON
NEW ZEALAND SKIPPER

We knew there will be pressure on
us. We were very calm, even
though we were a bit sloppy on
the field.

ROHIT SHARMA
INDIA SKIPPER

six in the third over that must have dispir-
ited the New Zealanders. As he has done
often this tournament, Rohit imperiously
sprang down the pitch to put Boult into ex-
tra cover stands. In the last game between
the two sides, he had done that to deflate
Matt Henry.

New Zealand were pushed into Plan B
soon, and they went for the short balls. Was
it in hope that it would surprise him?
Instead, sweet surprises landed amidst fans
at backward square-leg stands. Finally, Tim
Southee conjured a slower ball that had
Rohit miscuing over mid-off and it took all
the skills and composure that Williamson
could muster to pouch the swirler.

A question about his captaincy came up
in the pre-World Cup chat with the news-
paper. The timing of it.

“Obviously once you are at the end of
your career, it's different. You want to be at
your peak when you're 26-27. Butlam very
aware that you cannot always get what you
want. You are talking about the Indian cap-
taincy and there have been stalwarts in the
Indian team who haven’t got it in the past.
I had to wait for my turn and fair enough.”

One thing is certain though: the knowl-
edge that this is his last chance has gal-
vanised Rohit into doing the most impor-
tant thing that was needed in this batting
unit: that fire at the top, someone taking
the risks and being a true leader.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY,NOVEMBER 16,2023

Shami has rewritten the role of a third seamer;, from a workhorse
deputed to stifle batsmen to a thoroughbred taking wickets

SANDIPG
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 15

BEFORE THIS World Cup, Mohammed Shami
was adelight for the connoisseurs. The gliding
run-up, the slick load-up and release, the pi-
anist’s dexterity of fingers, the divine align-
ment of the seam upon release, the deviations
the spherical leather made at the whim of his
mind and the palms. But this World Cup, he
became a hero of the masses, when Shami de-
mystified himself, whenit did not requireXthe
lens of an expert' to dissect the beauty of his
bowling, when he stamped his art and craft
into India’s march into the finals, when the
world waited for his turn to bowl, as they wait
for Kohli’'s moment to bat, or once they longed
for Sachin Tendulkar.

Rarely ever has he disappointed them. His
spells essentially set up the game. In the first, he
consumed the openers Devon Conway and
Rachin Ravindra; in the second, at an even
more critical juncture, he ejected Kane
Williamson and Tom Latham; in the last he
stubbed out the dying embers of a New
Zealand victory, by dismissing centurion Daryl
Mitchell for his second five-for of the tourna-
ment. Two more followed for a tally of 7. His
stats now read a scarcely believable 23 wickets
at9.13 in six games this World Cup.

But as much as the numbers, it's the expe-
rience of watching him that defines this World
Cup.When Rohit Sharma first summoned him,
Mohammed Siraj would have felt gutted when
he heard the deafening applause. Two tight
overs he had bowled, but he was made to feel
like he had endured the most horrendous
evening of his career. The wait begins, and an-
ticipation crackles, when Rohit signals Shami

SHAMI'S TRAIL OF CARNAGE

The Indian became the first

bowler to pick three 5-wicket
hauls in a single edition ofa WC

Vs New Zealand

5/54

After giving India an opening by
removing Rachin Ravindra, Shami
strangled the Kiwis in his first game
at this World Cup as they slipped
from 178/2 to 273 all out.

Vs England

4/22

With a wet outfield to take care of,
he bowled with surgical precision as
each delivery proved to be
unplayable. It was seam bowling at
its best as England folded for 129.

Vs Sri Lanka

5/18

Shami made the new ball do all sorts
of things as the Lankans crumbled
like ninepins. The highlight was
Angelo Mathews’ wicket, who was
bowled by a devilish in-swinger.

Vs New Zealand

(/57

India’s fast-bowlingis nolonger a one-man
band. Rohit could throw the ball to any of his
primed pace-trio, but Shamiis the fulcrum. It’s
the promise of his destructibility, at any junc-
ture of the match thatemboldens his bowling
colleagues, even his batsmen, and even his cap-
tain. At the back of the mind, Rohit, when free-
stroking, knows that there is Shami to steam
in, whittle out the opposition batsmenin case
of alow-score. He affords Bumrah and Siraj the
license to attack.

Thunderous third seamer

It’s hard to think of a third seamer that has
enjoyed Shami-scale of aura. The great late
Malcolm Marshall used towhen he burst forth,
before he became the new-ball shearer by de-
fault. At various times, Waqgar Younis, Wasim
Akram and Shoaib Akhtar have all donned the
role with distinction. But more often than not,
the unwritten law was that the best bowlers
took the new-ball, unless someone was
anointed an enforcer. But Shami clearly is not
one by its strict definition, though hisrole is so
encompassing to be straitjacketed by conven-
tional norms.

He, inasense, has rewritten the concept of
the third seamer, as a workhorse deputed to
stifle the batsmen into the jackpot-smashing
thoroughbred hammering wickets away. To
borrow afootball phraseology, a False 3. Heis,
in this regard, a sui generis. The influence of
Shami could be better measured through a
batting analogy.In the peak years of Australia’s
white-ball supremacy, their most important
batsman was neither Adam Gilchrist nor Mark
Waugh or Matthew Hayden, but Ricky Ponting,
Atatime when most teams slotted the anchor-
accumulators at three, here was Ponting in-
flicting more sustained damage.

Mohammed Shami’s
7-for was the best
bowling figures by an
Indian in ODIs.
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Shami once told me ‘Only
those who are scared, bowl
cross-seam’, says coach

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

OUT OF his 23 scalps in this World Cup,
Mohammed Shami has bagged 18 under
lights. His upright seam position has been the
talk of the tournament, but it's his ability to
move the ball both ways in the evening that
has made the 33-year-old lethal.

The transformation of Shami, once tagged
asaTestbowler wholeaked runs in white-ball
cricket, started at home in Sahaspur in Uttar
Pradesh's Moradabad district.

His childhood coach,
Mohammed Badruddin, recalls how
he even suggested to his ward that
he should try and bowl cross- seam,
and it was the first time the soft-spo-
ken Shami had givena sternreply to
his coach.

“He gave me a stare,” laughs
Badruddin. “He told me "ye cross-
seam darpok daalte hai (Those who
are scared, bowl cross-seam). My
strengthis my seam, and lam not go-
ing to compromise on that.”

“He never uses cross-seam or a
wobble-seam. Even if he gets hit, he
never compromises with his seam

Johnson. “Iwas amazed with the way he used
to goabout things and particularly when bowl-
ingin the nets. He is areal perfectionistin how
he releases the ball. He has a fantastic skillset,
but there is a method behind that madness.
He gets so many revolutions behind the ball,
using his fingers on the seam. It was amazing
to watch him do his magic,” says Wright, who
currently works as a bowling coach at the
University of Tasmania.

Wright says Shami is one of the bowlers
whose deliveries skid alot after hitting the sur-
face. He says, “You watch that Ben Stokes dis-
missal in Lucknow. That ball gener-
ated pace off the pitch, more than
what the speedometer tells us.”

“The seamisalwaysin a great po-
sition, and when the ball hits the
deck with the seam, which is the
hardest part of the ball, it generates
pace and bounce. Shami's ball gets
quicker from the time he releases it
from the hand and by the time it
reaches the batsman,” he said.

“He is also a rhythm bowler. He
has got a strong action. He has got a
nice front-leg brace, he has gota nice
run-up as well. He might not be that
quick butis very similar to the likes of
Brett Lee and Mitchell Johnson. Like

Magnificent
Mitchell almost
pulls off the
impossible

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 15

THE BEST tribute to Daryl Mitchell came from

Virat Kohli’s cry to his teammates. It was the
36th over, and Mitchell had gone down again
due to cramps, and was getting some treat-
ment. A ball later, Kohli started to shout at the
Indian players to throw at Mitchell's end. The
equation for the Kiwis at that stage was 174
runs from 95 balls.

New Zealand had just had adouble jolt, los-
ing captain Kane Williamson and Tom Latham
to Mohammed Shami. Yet, rightly, Kohli and
the Indians, on the field and in the stands, were
worried about Mitchell.

To have the World Cup’s mightiest bowl-
ing attack fretting, and their captain constantly
shuffling his fielders, trying to get hisbest men
inthe areas Mitchell was targeting, was a sight
to behold. Rohit Sharma’s GPS would have
clocked a few extra kilometres just by the fre-
quent running to his bowlers, devising a plan.
Nothing was working.

There is a whiff of what-could-have-been
about Mitchell’s great knock in the World Cup
semifinal. What if he hadn’t suffered severe
cramps that necessitated repeated attention
from the physio? Could he have achieved the
seemingly impossible?

For a while, he wasn't able to stand, let
alone swing his bat as he was doing until then.
He also had to soakin the fall of wickets at the
other end and repair the innings with Glenn
Phillips, who took his time to find his touch.

“I'will do anything for my team to win,”
Mitchell once said, and he walked the talk for
the umpteenth time in his career. He has lived
inafew countries, including Australia where he
raninto the coaching of Justin Langer. He then
turned out for Northern Districts, where he be-
gan to flower in the company of senior team-
mates.

“Acombination of that advice and my own
stubbornness allowed me to develop my own
way to get where Iwanted to be,” he once told
1news.co.nz. That stubbornness was on show
on a Mumbai night. Only he stood between
India and a spot in the final.

Forawhile, he rattled India with his simple,
smart, effective technique. He hit nearly every
Indian bowler until cramps and wickets held
him back. He started again, but lost Phillips and
by then, the game had gone too far away from
him and New Zealand.

Undoubtedly, he would retire to his hotel
room for anintense postmortem. He is the sort
who files catches he drops as ‘what if?’
Moments. The batting analysis gets more thor-
ough.

“I do that every time I finish a game. Did |
watch the ball? Was I absolutely ready for a
moment that came my way? Did I prepare the
best way possible?” he told 1news. “If I can
work through that process, and if cansay 1 did
everything I needed to do, I can accept that it
wasn't my day, and move on.”

He can tick all those boxes in his perform-
ance analysis. He was ready for any moment
that came his way. He obviously prepared well.
And he did everything he needed todo. And it
was nearly his day too. At the end of it all, as
Kohli hugged him, and patted his head in ac-
knowledgement of his stupendous knock that

tobowl. Shami lumbers in from his outpost, un- It is a moment in time when Shami’s tal-  position.” (Above) Shami, they also used to end the  had India worried, his lips curled into a smile.
hurriedly hands his cap over to the umpire, hur- On apitch where pacers from both ent seems inexhaustible, for you never seem Badruddinsaysitwasduringthe Mohammed matchinone spell,” he says.
riedly sets his field and then briskly marks him teams struggled, Shami shone with to get to the bottom of it. By now, batsmen  lockdown in 2020, when Shami  Badruddin.
run-up, an impish smile dwelling on his face. the new ball, with a semi-new ball world over might have pored endlesslyintohis  started working on his white-ball  (Below) Perseverance pays
At this precise moment, the chattering and with the old, taking important footages, micro-dissected every movementof ~ bowling. “Every morning, he will Damien Meanwhile, Badruddin credits
crowd stops their chatter, keeps the paper- wickets at crucial junctures. his. Yet, they can’t get to the bottom of hisge-  keep six white balls in a bucket full Wright. Shami's hard work, which hasmade

bowl of popcorn aside, squeezes the smart-
phonesinto the pockets and trains their eyes on
the man bending into his run-up. Quietness
engulfs the arena of 40,000-odd fervent fans.

It's the quietness of hope, it’s the silence
thataccompanies the impulse that something
special would unfold. And as Shami gets into
his short, brisk strides, the noise erupts explo-
sively, a harsh piercing screeching that hurts
the ears. Fora split-second, the silence returns,
thatis the time it took the audience to process
that Conway had nicked Shami behind. And
once the sequence registers in the mind, they
explode again.The same sequence played out
as he picked four more wickets.

SANDIPG
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER15

HIS GAZE wandering to the newly-plastered
ceiling of the Eden Gardens press conference
room, some of the bulbs flickering to life, South
Africa skipper Temba Bavuma confessed feel-
ing nervous before the biggest game yet of his
captaincy-journey. As an afterthought, lest he
ismisconstrued as being timid, he said: “There
are obviously solutions or mechanisms that
have been given as to how to deal with that
anxiety if you feel that it overwhelms you...”

He not only admitted being nervous, but
also looked like he was. His Australia counter-
part, Pat Cummins, was just the antithesis,
smiling broadly and chuckling often.

But in these times of media-trained ath-
lete-speak, both barely threw verbal punches
at each other. Rather, they were effusive in
praising the semifinal adversaries. Bavuma
would emphasize that “we are not playing any
mickey mouse teams.” Cummins would dwell
on South Africa’s “positive cricket.” The closest
salvo-fling came when Cummins spoke of his
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The eyes, the ears, the mind, the heart,
everything converges into him. There seems
tobe nothingas pure as the crowd cheering for
Shami this World Cup. It's Shami-mania. No
other fast bowler—not even the wondrous
Jasprit Bumrah—has wowed and wooed the
crowd as much as Shami has this tournament,
transcending love and loyalties. They wait for
him, wait for the gesture from Rohit Sharma
to warm-up. Bumrah is the superstar, Shami
the cult-hero, the man of fireand ice, hope and
heartbeat, the pulse and throb, the showstop-
per and show-runner.

team’s experience in winning finals (2015
World Cup and 2021 T20), buteven thatwasa
passing, venom-less reference uttered in the
friendliest tone. Bavuma’s moment arrived
when he said: “The way we have been play-
ing, we deserve to play the final.”

There, though, was nothing of the rancour
that had filtered into press-conference rooms
of encounters past. Like in 1999, Steve Waugh
whipped up the most sarcastic of quotes: “I
never said South Africa were chokers. I said
they couldn’t play well under pressure. But if
remarks like that upset them, then they have
problems.” Or when South Africa coach Bob
Woolmer responded, fuming: “This is 1999,
the choking thing s all played out. Why should
we be called chokers when we have an 80%
winrecord? You only have tolook at the facts.”

No lack of fire

But let the pregame calm be not miscon-
strued for a lack of fire, a veil of amiability
forged by playing as teammates in franchise
league.It's just that Bavuma and Cummins are
not champions of the verbal rattle, not built in
Hansie Cronje-Steve Waugh mould.

nius, they can’t get a measure of his craft.

The only paradox s thatit has taken the au-
dience too long to appreciate the genius of
Shami. Among the three, he was the earliest to
represent his country, back in 2013, a time
when Bumrah was just making heads turnand
toes shake, and Siraj transitioning from tennis
ball to leather-ball cricket. Perhaps, Shami
made himself easily forgotten. Not for him the
tattoos and Ferraris. Not for him the glitz of
high-life. He shrunk himself from attention,
though he kept grabbing wickets, kept adding
more layersinto his game and keptleapinginto
cricketing immortality, evolving from a con-
noisseur’s delight to a mass hero.

of water. It was during that time that

him a formidable bowler. “After

he prepared a cricket pitch with
floodlights at his farmhouse. He used to bowl
with those wet balls at night continuously for
three to four hours,” says Badruddin.

“On some social media platform, he had
read that a former India cricketer called hima
red-ball bowler. He would say, 'Mujhe apne
uparseye thappa hatana hai(Iwantto getrid of
this tag),” he says.

It took Shami three years to master the
white ball. Damien Wright, who spent a cou-
ple of seasons as a bowling coach at Punjab
Kings, explains Shami's method and compares
him with the likes of Brett Lee and Mitchell

Old foes Australia, South Africa in battle of equals at Eden Gardens
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The mood could have been different had
David Warner and Kagiso Rabada been the
speakers. Nonetheless, there are enough
threads to make this a classical Australia-South
Africa clash, an encounter of two hard teamsin
a relentless tussle to out-muscle, outwit and
out-run each other. For much of the last three
decades, South Africa’s only endeavor seemed
to knock Australia off the lofty perch.
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The fixation once prompted Waugh to fling
another bullet: “In knockouts against us, they
try too hard and so they lose.” For much of this
span, they have been equals. In fact, South
Africa have beaten Australia oftener, yet
Australia were four-time world champs since,
while South Africa are hunting for their first.

At the Eden Gardens, they begin as equals
again. Both logged in the same number of
points to reach the semifinals, both lost twice
and won seven games, both separated by dec-
imals and fractions. Both are built around big-
hitting batsmen.

South Africa’s arsenal flash the destructi-
bility of Quinton de Kock, Heinrich Klassen,
Aiden Markram and David Miller; Australia
have a blazing constellation of David Warner,
Travis Head, Glenn Maxwell and Mitchell
Marsh. Rassie van der Dussen has slotted into
the anchor role, though he is capable of lusty
blows himself. So could Australia speak of Steve
Smith. Both bat deep too. A high-scoring game,
thus, would be a carnival of some of the world’s
most enterprising batsmen. Between these
two batting line-ups, they have racked up eight
300-plus totals and 14 hundreds (seven each).
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coming back froma tour, people gen-
erally take a rest, go on a vacation. But not
Shami. He will sleep for one day and on the
next, hit the nets. Either he will train on his own
or call adozen kids from an academy and will
bowl at them from five or six paces,” he says.
Shami's seam position and bowling action
have not only garnered a massive fan base in
India but has also become a subject of interest
atthe University of Tasmania. Last year, during
the T20World Cupin Australia, Shaheen Shah
Afridi had told Shami at the nets, “I have been
following you since I started bowling and am
a big fan of your wrist position.”

Only that these batsmen would counte-
nance afleet of supreme, Test-quality bowlers.
Sample these: Kagiso Rabada combating
Warner and Smith; Mitchell Starc and Pat
Cummins revving up the pace to de Kock;
Keshav Maharaj and Tabraiz Shamsi versus the
slayer of spin. Glenn Maxwell; Adam Zampa
probing Klassen and Co with his wrong'uns.
Perhaps, the only advantage South Africa
wields is that they have a quality second spin-
ner, in Tabraiz Shamsi.

Australia have to rely on Zampa and the
part-time spin of Maxwell and Shamsi.
Maxwell, though, has maintained an economy
rate of 4.95. Together, Maxwell and Zampa
have accounted for 27 wickets: Maharaj and
Shamsi have a combined haul of 21. But the
South Africa pair have picked a wicket for every
25th run they have conceded. Australia’s cor-
responding number is 35, the number hiked
by Maxwell's average of 52. South Africa have
bowled out opponents seven times; Australia
on five instances.

Given that the Eden deck could abet the
spinners — as both captains reckoned after ini-
tial pitch-peeping — Zampa and Maharaj could

Daryl Mitchell’s 119-ball 134 forced New
Zealand into consideration for parts of
their semifinal at Wankhede. Reuters

turn out to be protagonists. Both are as oppo-
sites as spinners could be. Zampa is a wrist-
spinner forged in the modern white-ball fire,
relying more on his wrong’'uns and sliders than
the leg-breaks. Maharaj’s methods are more
classical, reliant on drift,a snappy arm-ball and
the away-spinners that break away on helpful
tracks. On the other hand, Australia batsmen
seem better at dealing with the spinners, given
their experience of the subcontinent.

But whatever the nature of the pitch turns
out to be, both teams have the weapons to ex-
ploit. Both have their weaknesses too. South
Africahave been poor chasers — theylost both
games when hunting down a target, while
clinging onto a one-wicket win too. Australia
have a flaky lower middle-order, the form of
JoshInglis(18.71)and Stoinis(21.75)a concern.

Both thus, are flawed and gifted, and both
promise to serve up another classic. Australia
fuelled by their glittering past, and South Africa
fired up by the promise of tomorrow. And
when the momentarrives on the pitch, the ve-
neer of calm and nerves that prevailed on the
eve of the semifinal could all make way forraw
rage and rancour.
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