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Quotes for reflection: 
 

The test of true belief in the ascended Jesus is to submit the will to Him, to be chiefly 
desirous of knowing His will, and ready to do it. “Who art Thou, Lord?” should be 
followed by “What shall I do, Lord?" —Alexander Maclaren 

 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

—Charles Wesley 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves: the King opens His 
gates and welcomes us into His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Matthew 11:5 
 

The blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 
and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 

 
Sung Response—Come, Christians, Join To Sing, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843; Music: MADRID, Traditional Spanish melody,  
arr. David Evans, 1927. 
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Call to Worship—Psalm 36:5-10 
 

Pastor:   Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, Your faithfulness to  
     the clouds. 
 
All:     Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; Your judgments are like 
     the great deep; man and beast You save, O Lord. 
 
Reader 1:  How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! The children of mankind take 
     refuge in the shadow of Your wings. 
 
Reader 2:  They feast on the abundance of Your house, and You give them drink from 
     the river of Your delights. 
 
All:     For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light do we see light. 
 
Pastor:   Oh, continue Your steadfast love to those who know You, and Your   
     righteousness to the upright of heart! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



5 

 
 

Congregational Hymn—Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing 
 

 
 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1758; Music: NETTLETON, Asahel Nettleton, 1825. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant 
hearts. In His Word, God particularly calls us to sing psalms: while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual 
songs, there is a specific exhortation for us to use the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

 

Congregational Psalm—He Who Trusts In The Lord (Psalm 125) 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 125:1-5, Henry C. Haffner, 2025; Music: CLINGMANS DOME, Henry C. Haffner, 2025. 

 
Baptism of Verity Huck, daughter of Elliot and Rachel Huck  
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AFTER VS. 3, TO BRIDGE
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Text: based on Psalm 125:1-5, Henry C. Haffner, 2025; Music: CLINGMAN'S DOME, Henry C. Haffner, 2025.
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Scripture Reading—1 Peter 3:13-18 
 

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts 
honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for 
a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, 
so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. For Christ 
also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 

 

Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Congregational Hymn—My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less 
 

 
 

Text: Edward Mote, 1834; Music: SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1863. 
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Sermon Text—Acts 21:37-22:21 
 

As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune, “May I say 
something to you?” And he said, “Do you know Greek? 38 Are you not the Egyptian, 
then, who recently stirred up a revolt and led the four thousand men of the Assassins 
out into the wilderness?” 39 Paul replied, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen 
of no obscure city. I beg you, permit me to speak to the people.” 40 And when he had 
given him permission, Paul, standing on the steps, motioned with his hand to the people. 
And when there was a great hush, he addressed them in the Hebrew language, saying: 
 22:1“Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that I now make before you.” 2 And when 
they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language, they became even more 
quiet. And he said: 
 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the 
feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous 
for God as all of you are this day. 4 I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and 
delivering to prison both men and women, 5 as the high priest and the whole council of 
elders can bear me witness. From them I received letters to the brothers, and I journeyed 
toward Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in bonds to 
Jerusalem to be punished. 
 6 “As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from 
heaven suddenly shone around me. 7 And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying 
to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ 8 And I answered, ‘Who are You, 
Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’ 9 Now 
those who were with me saw the light but did not understand the voice of the one who 
was speaking to me. 10 And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, 
‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all that is appointed for you to 
do.’ 11 And since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the 
hand by those who were with me, and came into Damascus. 
 12 “And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well-spoken of by all the 
Jews who lived there, 13 came to me, and standing by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul, 
receive your sight.’ And at that very hour I received my sight and saw him. 14 And he 
said, ‘The God of our fathers appointed you to know His will, to see the Righteous One 
and to hear a voice from His mouth; 15 for you will be a witness for Him to everyone of 
what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and 
wash away your sins, calling on His name.’ 
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17 “When I had returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance 
18 and saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because 
they will not accept your testimony about Me.’ 19 And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves 
know that in one synagogue after another I imprisoned and beat those who believed in 
You. 20 And when the blood of Stephen Your witness was being shed, I myself was 
standing by and approving and watching over the garments of those who killed him.’ 21 
And He said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—At The Name Of Jesus, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1870; Music: KING’S WESTON, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1925. 

 
Sermon—Was Blind, But Now I See 

—Pastor, James Crampton 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and 
seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Joshua 24:14-24 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. The Lord has commanded us to fear Him, and to 
    serve Him in sincerity and in faithfulness. He commanded us to put away the 
    gods that our fathers served. He called us to choose whom we would serve,  
    whether the Lord, Himself, or foreign gods. 
 
All:    Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, for it is 
    the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers out of the house of slavery. 
    Therefore, we also will serve the Lord, for He is our God. 
 
Pastor:   You are not able to serve the Lord, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God. 
 
All:    No, but we will serve the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve 
    Him. 
 
All:    We have failed to serve the Lord our God and to obey His voice. 

  
(Silent prayers of confession) 
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Sung Response—Kyrie 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: Nathan George & Henry C. Haffner, 2012. 
 

 
Assurance of Pardon—from 2 Timothy 1:9-10; Matthew 11:28 
 

God saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of 
His own purpose and grace, which He gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 
and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

 

Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  He says to us, “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will  
    give you rest.” 
 
All:    Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastor:  Amen. 
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Sung Response—Fivefold Amen 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: Traditional African-American spiritual,  
arr. Nelsie T. Johnson, 1988. 

 

 
GOD INVITES HIS PEOPLE TO FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM 

God feeds the faith of His people by giving them a meal. As God fellowships with them in faith, His 
people pledge their obedience to God and their love for one another. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 We believe in God:  
 

  The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
  Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,  
  From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
  The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
  The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
 

Amen. 
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Traditional African-American Spiritual; arr. Nelsie T. Johnson, 1988.
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Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, 
we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the angels, the 
archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal 
praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come 
forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Come, Ye Disconsolate 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 Text: Thomas More, 1816; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2007. 
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Henry Owen, 2007Thomas Moore, 1816
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Congregational Psalm—The Wicked Man Fears Not The Lord (Psalm 36) 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 36, Elizabeth Dowdell, 2018;  
Music: FLAT CREEK, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
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The Wicked Man Fears Not The Lord—Psalm 36

©

Chorus

Vs.1 & 2, then Chorus
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GOD’S PEOPLE GRATEFULLY RESPOND WITH THEIR PETITIONS, TITHES 
& OFFERINGS, AND PRAISE 

Praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship, moving our faith from our heads and 
hearts into our lives and callings. Offering boxes for both tithes and alms are located in the foyer. 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Corporate Prayer—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,  
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. 
 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, forever. 

 
Amen. 
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Congregational Hymn—Be Thou My Vision 
 

 
 

Text: Ancient Irish Poem, tr. Mary Byrne, 1905;  
Music: SLANE, Traditional Irish melody. 
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Be Thou My Vision

Text: Ancient Irish poem, c. 8th century, tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1905, vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1912; 
Music: SLANE, Traditional Irish melody. 



 18 

  
 

 
 
GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and 
providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to 
show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—2 Corinthians 4:6 
 

Now may God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” shine in your hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Unto Christ Who Loved Us 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©1936 Oxford University Press; Text: Revelation 1:5-6;  
Music: UNTO HIM WHO LOVED US, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1936. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

& # # 44 œ œ œ œ œ œ
Un-to Christ, who loved us

Œ œ œ œ œ
and washed us

œ œ ˙ œ
from our sins in

œ œ ˙
His own blood,

& # # œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
And has made us kings and priests

œ œ ˙ œ œ
un - to God and His

œ œ
Fa - ther:

& # # œ œ œ œ
Un-to Him be

œ œ Œ œ œ
glo-ry and do-

œ ˙ œ
min-ion for -

œ œ œ œ œ
ev-er and ev-er.

œ œ œ œ ˙
A -

w
men.

Unto Christ Who Loved Us
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Announcements 
 
 
 
Worship Notes: 

 
After a six-week break during the Advent and Christmas seasons, we are returning to 
our sermon series through Acts. This morning, we’ll hear Paul doing a bit of “returning” 
as well, retelling the story of his conversion and call to ministry. The familiar “Road to 
Damascus” account is told in Acts 22 with fresh details and insights, some of which are 
reflected in this morning’s service. Paul mentions that he “could not see because of the 
brightness of that light,” but we confess from the psalms that “in [Christ’s] light do we 
see light” (Psalm 36:9; The Wicked Man Fears Not The Lord—Psalm 36). We are 
reminded that Jesus brought “light through the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10), and we 
respond by naming Him the “light of the straying” and praying for His will to enfold 
us “with its light and power” (Come, Ye Disconsolate; At The Name Of Jesus). Paul 
tells us that he regained his sight “at that very hour” following Ananias’ prayer, and we 
ask for the Lord to be our vision and our light as we go forth into a lost and dying world 
(Be Thou My Vision). Even when “darkness veils His lovely face” (My Hope Is Built 
On Nothing Less), we trust that His grace will reveal to us the “light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God” (2 Corinthians 4:6). 

 
—Henry C. Haffner 

 
 
 
Key Words:    Defense, Persecute, Light, Lord, Sight, Witness, Righteous One,    
        Baptize, Sins 
 
Keystone Verses:  For you will be a witness for Him to everyone of what you have seen 
        and heard. And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and   
        wash away your sins, calling on His name. (Acts 22:15-16) 
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