ALISONA

Basic Chinese Grammar - Index

Personal pronouns

Nominal measure words

17 (men) plurals

Verbal measure words

Questions

Complements

Adjectives / 1R

Eand B

Adverbs

Preposition (location)

Negation

oy | H# | | & | &

Conjunctions

Time/Duration

Aspect Location/Direction
Attitude Passive

Modals 8 construction

—F £......89 construction




1of2

Chinese Grammar - Personal pronouns

top A

The most common personal pronouns in Chinese are:

ALISONA

B wo I b ta he

R ni you (informal) it ta she

2N nin you (formal) @ B ta it

Ffi] | woémen we ftB{i] |tamen they

847 |zdnmen wels! ih{i] |tamen they

{R4] | nimen you ©fi] |tamen they

Notes: -

[1] 14% is used to show respect explicitly (to superiors, customers, older people). Where there
is no need to emphasise respect 1\ is used instead.

[2] Y and B[] are used much less then ‘it’ or ‘they’ in English. Where the reference is
obvious B/EA] is usually omitted.

B3] NE{I] is used by the speaker to explicitly include the listener as a member of ‘we’. It can
always be replaced with the more neutral F{|].

41 There is no plural form for {43, Instead a measure word and numeral is used:

v} nin érweéi | the two of you JUAI? | ninji wei how many are you?
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Chinese Grammar - Personal pronouns

20of2 top A
Examples:
FEF4E, wo shi xuésheng I am a student.
IFEEFENE? ni yé shi xuésheng ma Are you also a student?
fEE2EEIm, ta shi laoshi He is a teacher.
M EHEZ. ta shi jiaoshou She is a professor.
S = . N . We are Chinese. (including or excluding
KIIEFEA. women shi zhonggudrén the listener)
E{1]EE! zanmen zO6u ba! Let's go! (including the listener)
MIEREAIG? nimen shi yingguérén Are you English?
fBI2EEA. tamen shi méiguérén They are Americans.
12 g3E. tamen shi géshou They (group of women) are singers.
SRR, TN | zhe shi ta de huadud. tamen | phese 2T her flowers. They are
RES hén piaoliang L .
RFE=. (E{i] would usually be omitted.)
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Chinese Grammar - {j

men) plurals

top A

1i7 is a plural suffix. It is only used with nouns or pronouns that refer to people. It cannot be used in noun
phrases that contain a numeral or a quantifier.

e -> Fefl)

women

we

2 -> Zb]

[aoshimen

teachers

1A, S

nlishimen, xianshéngmen

Ladies and gentlemen

You cannot say:

RIE T REANZFEA].

wo de ban you ershiwu gé
xuéshengmen.

My class has twenty-five pupils.

Instead say:

KIS —+ANFE,

wo de ban you ershiwl gé
xuésheng.

My class has twenty-five pupils.

ALISONA
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Chinese Grammar - Questions

Use the following interrogative pronouns ask questions:

who? 1 shéi

when? HL B shénme shihou

what? Ha shénme

why? T+ weéishénme

where? MARER, UARJL nali, nar

how? BAHE zénmeyang

how many? L, 2> ji [for up to ten], dudshao [ten and more]
how long? Z/DRF8], ZA | dudshao shijian, dugjit

ALISONA

top A
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Chinese Grammar - Questions

top A

Note that the interrogative pronoun appears in place of that part of the sentence, that the pronoun asks about.

Examples:
HEFEILR? shéi zhu zai béijing Who lives in Beijing?
AR ERIbR? ta shénme shihou lai béijing When will he come to Beijing?
A ta gan shénme What does he do?
AL TKH? ta weishénme zuo féiji Why is he taking the plane?
fB{ETEMRER? ta zhu zai nali Where does he live?
P SCIEEARE? | ta xué zhongwén xué de zénmeyang | How does he learn Chinese?
BB TeR? ta you ji gé xiongdi How many brothers does he have?
e ta you dudshéo qgian How much money does he have?
f{F7E LR 2/ AYE) 77 | ta zhu zai béijing dudshéo shijianle | How long did he live in Beijing?

ALISONA
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30f3 Chinese Grammar - Questions top A

To ask if something is the case add 1§ (ma) to a statement:

EEIM, -> {EEFIMIZ? | ta shildoshi. -> ta shildoshima? | He is a teacher. Is he a teacher?

or use an affirmitive / negative structure:

e2EFIH, -> MEAEREID? :Ii;)hl laoshi. -> ta shi bu shilaoshi | o ic 5 teacher. Is he a teacher?

You can also form a follow-up question with I8 (ne):

KEFHE, (RIg? wo shi xuésheng, ni ne? I am a student, and you?
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10f2 Chinese Grammar - Adjectives, B and

Common single syllable adjectives in Chinese are:

X |da |large

. v

/\ [ xido |small |3F

hdo |good [|Z |lao

old |{®R | kuai |fast

Common single syllable adjectives in Chinese are:

F% | ganjing |clean |BEBE |congming clever |#fi& |[hatu confuse
Common single syllable adjectives in Chinese are:

—BEREF — NI F FER |BA —IiIRE

yi zuo da fangzi y1 ge xiao haizi hdo zhlyi |lao rén y1 liang kuai ché

a large house a small child good idea |old people a fast car

Multiple syllable adjectives are linked to the noun with AY:

— N EEBRRYEIR

—RIRRIE

—EF#HER

y1 gé congming de glniang

y1 pian hutu de wénzhang

y1 jian ganjing de chufang

a clever girl

a confused essay

a clean kitchen

ALISONA

top A
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2 of 2 Chinese Grammar - Adjectives, B and

top A

If the adjective is used predicatively there is no need to use £ (shi). For this reason some grammars use the
term stative verb instead of adjective. With single syllable adjectives:

Z/)\ | haizi xido

the child is small | 354

sha da the book is large

with multiple syllable adjectives 1R hén, very is used:

B RS,

fangzi hén
kuanchang

The house is
spacious.

ZIMRECEA.

laosht hén
cdngming

The teacher is clever.

NB: 1R in this context loses its meaning ‘very’ unless it is especially emphasised.

ALISONA
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1of1 Chinese Grammar - & and

#& 'to be’ is used to link a subject and object.

BEFRAIEIT, | ta shi wode ldoshi

He is my teacher.

=N

Note: In Chinese, adjectives (sometimes called stative verbs) do not need the word "/&".

SARERRA., ta hén congming

She is very clever. | Not: #tB.E2/REEEEA.

B 'to have' is used to express ownership or existence.

WwE— 1 \BE. ta you yi gé didi She has a younger brother.

X B S aEm, zhéli méi yéu chaoshi There is no supermarket here.
and there are some fixed expression with a:

FSy =5t youyisi interesting

B85k ydugian rich

1 7 is always negated with & (méi) - ;%8 (

ALISONA

méiyou) to not have

top A
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Chinese Grammar - Adverbs

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives or other adverbs. They appear in front of the word they modify.

Common adverbs are:

Adverbs of time Adverbs of quantity

7 cai only now &8 | dou all

= chang often H | zhi only

M gang just now 51 |zéng |altogether
24 |yijing already 4 |quan |total

L | | mashang | immediately th |yé also

ot jiu immediately, only, exactly | | Adverbs of frequency
Adverbs of degree Y |you again (relates to past events)
B hén very B |z again

=2 geng more Adverbs of negation

B zui most A~ |bu not

N tai too, very 2 | méi not (have)
JdE& |feichang | extraordinary Bl | bié (must) not

ALISONA

top A
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Prepositions (Time, Location and Direction)

Common single syllable adjectives in Chinese are:

Chinese Grammar - Prepositions(locations)

&£ |zai in, at BM |zicong |since M | cong |from
Zl| |dao |to [ xiang |[towards |5 |yan along
88 |chdo |towards |1 wang [towards | |li distant from
Examples:
feEFEZES, ta zai zhonggud xuéxi He is studying in China.
fEMNEERZET, ta cdng yinggud hui qu le He returned home from England.

ftEMEBENCREIRIT T .

ta cong xianggang dao béijing
qu lixing le

He travelled from Hong Kong to
Beijing.

B Ml bR T1F.

zicong biye ta jiu zai méigud
goéngzuo

Since he graduated he has been
working in the States.

fibfi JEHRaE.

tamen chao nan zou

They are heading south.

ALISONA
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202 Chinese Grammar - Prepositions(locations) top &

Examples: continued

XEEHZE20AE, zheli li jichsng yu ér shi gangli 'PI]'Zcraealrport is 20 kilometres from
eI B ta xiang ta zhuan qu He turned to her.

iGN, ta yan waitan sanbu He is taking a walk along the Bund.
s [ xuésheng dou wang jiaoshi zou | The students all headed for the
FEREHEE le classroom.

NB: 7E can function as a preposition or as a verb meaning ‘to be in place’. 7 often forms fixed expression

with location words:

T .8zl

inside

£ ..

zai ... zhdng

in, amongst

£ ... | |zai..shang |on top of

Examples: zai as a preposition and a verb:

L RFES.

ta zai béijing xué zhéxué

She is studying philosophy in Beijing.

INaFETEE.

xido haizi zai huayuan Ii

The child is in the garden.

ALISONA
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Chinese Grammar - Negation

1of2 top A
The most common way of saying that something is not the case is using 4~ (bu).
KAEEIM, wo bu shi laoshi I am not a teacher.
With the verb B (you) ‘to have’ and for events that are completed use ;& (méi) instead of 4~,
8B HRtakk, wo méi you xiongdijiéméi I don't have brothers or sisters.
g EEPIE, ta méi qu tashaguan She has not gone to the library.
Note: the positive form of the sentence would be {125 7 EHIE, (ta qu le tishaguan) She has gone to
the library. Since % already implies a completed state, the aspect marker 1 (le) is not needed.
Chinese has no simple ‘yes’ or 'no’. Instead, the main verb is normally repeated, with either X9 (dui) to
confirm or A~ (bu) to deny added in front.
{REBZA0T? Ni shi xuésheng ma? Are you a student?
2 shi Yes.
3, B4 dui, shi xuésheng Correct, (I) am a student.
<2 bu shi No.
Page 14
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2 0f 2 Chinese Grammar - Negation top A

To say that you agree or disagree you can say:

FE= |woténgyi |lagree FKAEBE | wo bu tongyi I disagree

Note on the pronunciation of A~:
The tone of 4~ various according to context. On its own or if 4~ is followed by a syllable in the first, second or
third tone, the pronunciation is bu. If A~ precedes a fourth tone 4~ is pronounced in the second tone bu.

W4 bu xidngjia (I am not homesick) | WO bu shi laoshi (I am not a teacher)

(However A4~ is normally always written as bu even when it is pronounced in the second tone).
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1of3 Chinese Grammar - Common conjunctions top &

0 (hé):and - #[ can only link words and phrases, not sentences.

Example:
M= NRSFOMNHE, ta xihuan cha hé kaféi She likes tea and coffee.
gy (huo) ‘or - B can only link words and phrases, not sentences

& (huozhé) :or - B¢& can be used with words, phrases and sentences
B2 (haishi) :or -1&=Z used in questions

Examples:

am—y P e ", wé/xiéng_ méj o pi/ng I would like to buy a bottle of
FAESL—ARIETE—RERT. | chéngzhi hud yi ping orange juice or agp|e juice
pingguozhi. '

AR ke E TR E A wo xiang chaqu tiaowu I would like to go dancing or to stay

huozhé zai jia kan dianshi. | at home and watch TV.

(RIS ZHAZ0NHE? ni hé cha haishi kaféi? Do you drink tea or coffee

ALISONA Page 16



20f3 Chinese Grammar - Common conjunctions top A

R (raguo): if

mai y1 liang xin ché new car.

B & (késhi): but

BEXITRITE R . AIeRBRERTHHER.
wo xihuan ting liuxing yinyue, késhi wo péngyou xihuan ting gudian yinyue.
I like listening to pop music, but my friend likes listening to classical music.

E 9 (yinwei): because
Hschy  EAREERERT wo xué zhongwén, yinwei wo | I am studying Chinese because I

yao qu zhonggud lixing. want to go and travel in China.
FRLA (sudyi): therefore
ta tai mang le, sudyi bu chaqu | She is very busy, therefore she
RIT T, ATARHRBESE tiaowd. can't go out dancing
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303 Chinese Grammar - Common conjunctions top A

ERFA (suiran): although

BMEARIT, tIRRENETRA 1A=,

suiran ta hén mang, ta haishi
yaoqing women qu ta jia.

Although he is very busy, he
has invited us to his home.

BRT ... LA (chdle ... yiwai): except

BRTAERLASN |, Bk BT EAETS,

chule béijing yiwai, wd méi qu
guo gita difang.

Apart from Beijing I have not
been to any other places.

i (jit): H is often used to create a link between the idea in the preceding clause and the current clause.

SNERFIEERM , Tl JMRERE.

riguo ni xiang kan dianshi,
women jiu dai zai jia Ii.

If you want to watch TV, we
can stay at home.

ALISONA
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1of1 Chinese Grammar - Aspect top A

Chinese uses three particles to express the temporal aspect of a statement.

% (zhe) indicates the action is ongoing.
S (le) indicates the action is completed but is affecting the current state.

I (guo) indicates that something was experienced in the past

=}

ZIMARE, BAIA LR,

laosht hai bingzhe, women

bu shang ke.

The teacher is still ill, we don't go to class.

wanfan.

After he came home, we had supper.
After he comes home, we will have supper.

Note: J marks an event as complete, but it can refer to an event in the past, the present or the future.
" can also be used as a sentence level particle indicating a change of state.

o

HANREAE, FFIICH.

wo renshi yihéyuan,
wo qu guo béijing.

I know the Summer Palace, I have been to
Beijing.

ALISONA
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Chinese Grammar - Attitude

lofl top A
1)
IfI is used to soften the tone of an utterance or to establish an emotional link with the listener.
RS NR! kuai lai a Come quickly.
XN AIIREMENT! | zhé gé wenti hén kinnan a | This problem is really difficult!
e
N2 is asking for agreement or approval of an utterance or to form a polite request.
B 1IBLETE, tamen yijing lai le ba They must have arrived already, mustn't they.
M8 T7TIE? nimen ké le ba? You must be thirsty?
ABR7T, BAiIERE! bu zdo le, wémen zdu ba It is late, let's go!

e

g is used to express an expectation or to ask for additional information.

KEFE | (Re?

wo shi xuésheng, ni ne

[ am a student, and you?

FERIRIR , SKIE?

zuotian hén re, jintian ne

It was very hot yesterday, what about today?

ALISONA
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Chinese Grammar - Modals top A

Chinese uses three particles to express the temporal aspect of a statement.

£ (hui) ability, future possibility:

=1L 2B

wo hui shudé zhongwén

I speak Chinese.

BE (néng) possibility, permission:

{REEARER?

ni néng bu néng lai?

Can you come?

AILA (kéyi) permission:

F R LATEIX SRR IS 2

wo kéyi zai zheli chouyan ma | Can I smoke here?

2= (yao) to want, to have to,

to become:

KEEXFE, wd yao qu zhénggud I want to go to China.

IFEEABEMT{E, |niyao géng rénzhén di gongzud | You must work more conscientiously.
%8 (xiang) wish:

FAEZEFEET, |wo xiang chi gongbaojiding |1 would like spicy diced chicken with peanuts.

ALISONA
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2 0f 2 Chinese Grammar - Modals top A

Chinese uses three particles to express the temporal aspect of a statement.

= N N orre
J&& (yuanyi) willingness:

(REERSEE! ni yuanyi jiu lai ba If you want you can come!

& (déi) must:

FEHMIME, wo déi zud gongke I must do my homework.

Note: Here 18 is pronounced déi.

AR (bixd) must:

{RISREE T
1.

[N1Z (yinggai) ought to:

ni bixd nuli gdongzuo You must work hard!

{RAOZEHRAIAZEE, | ni yinggai zanjing ni de fumU | You ought to respect your parents.
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Chinese Grammar - — |

lofl top A
The use of — |
— | is used to indicate that some action is only lasting a short while. It is often used to indicate that
somebody is doing something briefly or when making a request for some help or support.
HATE, LHRE—T. x\ilx?ébu queding, rang wOXiang | 1y ot sure - let me think.
iR ) PP . . What are you looking for?
""fﬁggZ\' N Clvlg égyjﬁggsnvmvghkén i I don’t know - I am only having a
HARE, HE—T. : yxia. quick look around.
BRI T, W04 zuoye zuo wan le. I have finished my homework.
IFE—TIE, Ni kan yixia ba. Can you have a look, please.
ALISONA Page 23



1o63  Chinese Grammar - Nominal measure words top A

Chinese nouns, preceded either by a number, a demonstrative pronoun, or an interrogative pronoun, require a
measure word before the noun. Some measure words have an English equivalent, e.g.

—h{y yi shu hua a bunch of flowers

—Bf=F yi quin yang a flock of sheep

Most Chinese measure words have, however, no English equivalent, e.g.=“> A (san gé rén) three people

The most common and generic measure word is /> (g&). It is used with most abstract terms.
Some measure words indicate a quantity and have an English equivalent:

POHRIE;E liang ping pijit two bottles of beer
—BIFEE yi fu shéutao a pair of gloves
—IRERE yi kuai dangao a slice of cake
—oK4% yi zhang zhi a piece of paper
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2 of 3 Chinese Grammar - Nominal measure words

top A
Most Chinese measure words have, however, no English equivalent, e.g.=“]> A (san gé rén) three people

The most common and generic measure word is /> (g&). It is used with most abstract terms.
Some measure words indicate a quantity and have an English equivalent:

5K (flat things): —iKEF yi zhang zhuozi a table

7N (books): —7Nja) B4 yi bén cidian a dictionary

£% (winding things): — kT —5%0] yi tido kuzi, yi tido hé | a pair of trousers, a river
i (paper work, documents): | —RENE yi pian wénzhang an essay

2 (something with a handle): | —E#5F, —3#BRFI<> | yi ba yizi, yi ba yusan | a chair, an umbrella

Some measure words are very specific to a particular noun —Pt% (yi pi ma) a horse

Examples:
=1 EIM |[san ge ldoshi |three teachers |75ILE il pi ma six horses
XNEIM | 1zhe ge laosht | this teacher X A&H zhé bén sha | this book
WR/NE|f | na gé laoshi [ what teacher? | IR3EAEF | na ba yizi which chair?

ALISONA
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3ot3  Chinese Grammar - Nominal measure words

Common measure words:

™ ge general 7N béi cups, glasses
15 jian clothes LR Jia airplanes,
machines

=] pian documents h kuai cakes

¥R ping liquid = zhi animals

= ba things with /N bén books, maps
handles

F féng letters i8] jian rooms

el ke plants i liang cars

vl wei person (more & Zuo buildings,
formal than V) mountains

ALISONA

top A
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1 of 1 Chinese Grammar - Verbal measure words top 4

Verbal measure words indicate how often an action is carried out.
/X (ci) is used to say how many times something happened.

& (bian) is used to emphasise that an activity was carried out for a number of times completely.

fid (tang) is used only with verbs of movement like
Z< (qu, to go), TE (z6u, to walk), 3 (l4i, to come), K (féi, to fly),  (pao, to run) etc.

R BEHEESRIS =), | wé dao béijing lai guo san ci have been to Beijing three
i WK T —#ECEL, ta féi le yi tang lundan She has flown to London once.

Sp. fols< S 5 s v e N ...~ | He has read this novel
I8 X A/INHE T8, | ta zhé bén xidoshuo kan le shi bian i Yt
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1of2 Chinese Grammar - Complements top A

Complements are a very common structure in Chinese. They clarify the predicate of a sentence and follow it.
Complements can express result, conclusion, potential or extent.

Extent

RS IEREIRIF, ni shué hanyl shué de hén hao You speak Chinese very well.

The verb is repeated after the object ;X1E, then 15 plus complement are added.
If there is no object you can simply add 15 and the complement.

R iBIREREE, ni shué hanyu shué de hén hdo You speak Chinese very well.

Complement of potential

(RIS ERENE? ni ting de qingchti ma? Can you hear clearly?
BT IRE? mogo xi bl ganjing ma? Can't you wash the mushrooms cleanly?
HEAT! ta zou bu lido She can't go!

15 is used to add the complement, in negative sentences 15 is replaced by 4~,
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20f 2 Chinese Grammar - Complements top A

Complement of result
Either an adjective or noun that follows the main verb to indicate the result of the action.
Typical complements of result are: §&, &F, U, 1+

el ta ting cuo le He misheard.

BRI ML, haizi zud hdo ta de zuodye The child completed his homework.
BENTHIEA, wo kanjian le wode péngyou I saw my friend.

XIREE, FEic{E., |zhé hénzhongyao. wod déijizhl | This is important. I must remember (it).

Complement of direction
Indicate the direction (metaphorical as well as real) of the action of the main verb.

g HET, |tapdochaqule |Heranout. |[{fTFiEE, [taxialouqu |He went downstairs.

Complement of direction

Indicate the manner in which something is done. The verb is repeated after the object i%, then 15 plus
complement are added. If there is no object you can simply add 15 and the complement.

Bz IRIZ1BRIE, ta chifan chi de hén man He eats slowly.
iR B1RIR, ta shuo de hén kuai He speaks very fast.
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Chinese Grammar - i top A

AY is used to link adjective and nouns.

ZImr+$ ldosht de sha the teacher's book
KHBETE wo de zixingché my bicycle
The noun can be dropped if it is clear from the context:
XEFE. zhé shi wé de this is mine
Z|mRYTERR) L. laoshi de zai nar the teacher's is over there.

With possesive adjective the Y can be dropped if a close relationship exists between the two.

BHEE or KEE

Single syllable adjective can be used as an attribute without A9,

INZFAE=Z, xiao haizi bu shang xué Small children don't go to school.
but
BBIBEYIZFTEMUT 4 ? | na bian de héizi zai zud shénme | What are the children over there doing

ALISONA
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1of1 Chinese Grammar - de top A

1B is used to combine verbs and adverbs.

HESMHIIES, ta gaoxing de chang zhe She is singing happily.

Single syllable adverbs can be used without 3t

IRMBE. nin man zou (You) Please walk slowly.
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1of1 Chinese Grammar - § top &

18 has a number of different uses.

15 (déi) is a modal verb, meaning ‘to have to do something'.

ST SR T NNV wode hanyu bu hao, wo déi My Chinese is not very good, I must
KAGNEAYE, HSBNFA. nuli xuéxi study conscientiously.

18 (de) is used to link a complement and the verb.

I Z9K1E1E, ta xianzai jinzhang de hén She is very tense at the moment.

See Complements for more details.

1%l (dédao) means to 'receive’.

\ y hashi yihou ta dédao | . . .
HELSER TRZEE. Eélrj]sdllj)g bglrjmgihue 497€ | He received a lot of help after his accident.
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1E%l (dédao) means to ‘receive’.

Chinese Grammar - lai

top A

£ to come:

fib 2L,

ta shang xingxi lai
béijing

He came to Beijing last
week.

3£ complement indicating

something:

movement towards the T, * ta jin lai le He came in.
speaker:
3£ indicating intention to do TSI 3 e G Let me sing.

3£ ask somebody to bring
something:

S—HRIRE,

lai y1 ping pijit

Bring me a bottle of
beer.

* Z% is used to indicate movement away from the speaker: {2257 (ta jin qu le) He went in.

ALISONA
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1of1 Chinese Grammar - £§ top &

24 (géi) can function as a preposition or a verb. It is also used in a number of very common expressions.

5 (géi) as a preposition:

S AT NS ging ni géi wo da y1 ge Please give me a call. (lit. Please for
IBIREFF ] — I, dianhua me make a phone call.)

24 (géi) as a verb:

B8 T E— 1+, ta géi le wo yi gé liwu He gave me a present

When somebody hands something (e.g. money) to another person the expression 25 or 251/} often
accompanies the action.
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1of1 Chinese Grammar - Time/Duration top A

Time is usually expressed through nominal constructions. If there are several expressions of time, the larger unit
precedes the smaller. The time expresion appears before the predicate.

BAREEIC R, mingtian wo qu béijing I will go to Beijing tomorrow.

SEKHEE, jintian wd hén léi I am very tired today.

To ask for the time use {+ZAHJ{& in the same place as the time expression:
(R ABHZEZEICET? (ni shénme shihou qu béijing). When are you going to Beijing?

Duration is expressed as an attribute or complement of the predicate

BEILE(EF T —F, ta zai béijing zhu le yi nian ban | He lived in Beijing for a year and a half.

b IBEEERL T —71., tamen tiaowu tiao le yiyé They danced all night.

(NB: The main verb of the predicate is repeated before the expression of duration.)

To ask for the duration use Z2/DEJ[E] (dudshdo shijian) or Z2/A (dudjit) in the place of the expression of
duration:

fBfEIb5E T 2/ DRTF1E]? | ta zai béijing zhu le dudshdo shijian | How long did he live in Beijing for?

BIBkERk T2 A2 tamen tidowd tido le dugjiti How long did they dance for?
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Chinese Grammar - Location

1of2 top A
Location is usually expressed through nominal constructions. Common location words are:
£ [T |8 =) E B (B |4 s X (M |AA |4t
shang | xia gian hou zud |you |l wai also | zhong [déng |nan | xi béi
above | below | in front | behind | left | right | inside | outside middle | east |[south | west | north
Location words can be used as:
attributes in front of a noun
|, béi daléu the large building in the North
after a directional preposition
ftBmEdL ta gudi xiang béi He turned North
following a noun
WL mén wai outside the door
i di shang on the floor
The location words can be combined with 123 (or [&],3k).
e.g. 1173 (shangbian, above), f[5172 (houbian, behind), 4N (waibian, outside)
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The location words can function as:

Chinese Grammar - Location top A

the subject

RBR—MRIE.

dongbian shi yi ge fandian

On the left there is a hotel.

the object

BITEEGA. zixingché zai houbian The bicycle is at the back.

or an attribute

EpalEs IS Er gianbian de yéuju hén da The post office in the front is very big.
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The passive is usually implied by context. Under the influence of Western languages overt passive constructions
have become more common recently. The logical subject of the passive construction is marked by #% (béi). In
spoken Chinese 1.I" (rang), AU (jiao) or Z5 (gé&i) are used as well.

KERTEET . wode bi béi ta na zdu le My pen was taken away by her.
BB LB RE Y. |wode sharang wd péngyou jié le | My book was borrowed by my friend.

If the logical subject is obvious from the context it can be dropped.

BT EREG T . tade zixingché béi tou le His bicycle was stolen.
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- construction top A

The & construction is specific to Chinese. {2 is inserted before the object and the construction precedes the
verb. The normal sentence order SVO then becomes SEO0V.

FERRIH5E T .

xuésheng ba zuoye zuo wan le

The student finished the homework.

The & construction can only be used with:

transitive verbs

the objective must be definite (not some abstract concept)
the verb must modify the object in some way
the verb must be followed by some other element (e.g. a complement, 1)
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1of1 Chinese Grammar - 2......AHJ construction top A

The £......89 construction is used to emphasise a particular part of the sentence. & precedes the emphasised
phrase, fJ at the end of the sentence.

B2 EFEEAY, Ta shi qu nian biye de He graduated LAST YEAR.

fB( 12K ELEBRY, | tamen shi zud feiji qu shanghdi de | They flew to Shanghai BY PLANE.

If the object of the sentence is to be emphasised, A follows the verb.

K24, wo xuéde shi zhdngwén I am studying CHINESE.
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