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1. Name of Property 

historic name nion S tation nomination listed 4/9/80 

other names 

2. Location 

street & number iana, and Delaware Avenues and lSI St. , NE (Res. 334) o not for pu blication 

city or town Washing! n o vicinity 

state D. Code DC county n/a code 00 I zip 20002 
--~~-------------

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the Nation I Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination 0 
request for determination of eligibili ty meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does 
not meet the National Register criteria . I recommend that this property be considered significant 0 nationally 0 statewide 0 locally. (0 
S conllnuation sheet for additional comments ). 

S gnature of certifying officemUe Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. (0 See continuation sheet for additional comments). 

Signature of certifying officelTiUe Date 

State or Fed ral agency and bureau 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

I hereby, certify that this property s : Signature of the Keeper Date of Action o entered in the National Register. o See cant nuation sheet. 
o determmed eligible for the National 


RegIster. 

D See continuation sheel . 


D Determined not eligible for the atlonai 

Reglster. 
o removed from the Nahonal Register. 


o other (explain): 




nion lIItion Plaza and o lumbu Founta in 
(Add itiona l D ' umcn tn tion) Washington, D.C. 
Name or Property County and State 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property 
{Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) 

o Private 	 0 building(s) 

o public-local 	 0 district 

o public-State 	 ~ site 

181 	 pu lic-Federal 0 structure 

0 object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter ON/A" if property Is not part of a mul!iple property lis ting) 

Mcm r iJI in Washi ngton , 

Number of Resources with in Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 


Contributing Noncontributing 
buildings 

sites 

structures 

5 	 1 objects 

6 	 Total 

number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

6. Function of Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 


LANDSCAPE: plaza 

RECREATION and C ULT URE: work of art 

7. Description 

Architectura l Classification 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

rts 

Narratille Description 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions ) 


foundation 

walls 

roof 

other Georgia white marble, M aine green granite, 

granite Belgian blocks , brick, metal. 

(Describe the histone and current condi tion of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 
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DE RJ PTIO 

nion, tal i n Plaza, al 0 known as Columbus Plaza (Reservation 334), is located in front of the monumental 
enl rn n e to Union tal i n. The semi-c ircular plaza, situated at the junctu re between Massachusetts, Delaware, 
:lJ1d Loui ian a cnu 5, and I ~ l tree t, N.E., was designed by architects anie l H. Burnham and Pierce 
Ander on or O.H. Burn ham & ompany and built 1903-1908, in conjunction w ith the train station. The plaza 
r n t th p rinc ipl '5 o f Beaux-A rt planning. The focal point of the plaza is Columbus Fountain (architect 
0 .1L Blmlham & ., 19 8; sculptor Lorado Taft, 1912). The marble memoria l fountain is also representative 
o rth B aux- rt . tradition in scu lpture popular during the C ity Beaut iful movement. 

o lumbu Plaza i s m icircular in plan and was conceived as the forecourt for Union Station, the principal 
gate\ ay to the c ity . T he plaza establ ished an urban context and set up a re lat ionship between the station and the 
d mi nant api t I, I atcd one-quarter of a mi le away at the end o f Delaware Avenue . Burnham's original 
de ign incorpora te the pa ir of granite ba lustrades and circular founta ins erected near the east and west ends of 
the plaza a well a a larger, tiered c ircular fountain that featured a ta ll water jet. The Columbus Fountain was 

d instead o f B umham 's princ ipal fountain; the latter would have allowed for a less obstmcted view of 
aJ it I Cr m the central axis o f station ' s arcade. I 

ca r the n rth w sl and no rthea t nds of the plaza, aligning with the fa~ade of the tra in sta tion, stand an iron 
pa ir r m at triu mpha l co lumns urmounted by a gilded eagle stand ing on a g lobe, flanked by smaller iron 
lamppo t and link d l y gran ite balu trades' these e lements frame the port -cochere iocated at either end of the 
stat ion ' arcaded en trance.. he hi umphal columns are pali of the original design, but di fferent traffic patterns 
ov .r the yea r a ltered th > plaza edges and the elements presently stand on separate traffic islands. 

The orig inal Belgian blo k pavers have been replaced in various areas by concrete, brick, or parterres, 
nerthel , the plaza retai n in tegri ty . The brick (probably instaiied in conjunction with the 19705-19805 
station renovation) is set in a helTing bone pattern; roses are planted in the pri ncipal parten·es. 

he orig inal curved g ran ite plaza step extend outward from both s ides of Columbus Fountain and tem1inate at 
th ,-I a _ically-dcta il d , gra nite balus trades. Both balustrades surroun d granite steps supporting single-jet, 
circula r ~ untain ; wat r ha s ta ined th granite surfaces. Approximately 80-feet north of Columbus Fountain, 
land three idcnti 'al flagpole . Th y incorporate octagonal grani te steps surmounted by ornate bronze bases 

that ature eag le, fe taan , wreaths, and classical moldings--Greek key and egg-and-dart patterns . The tops 
of the h it m ta l p Ie ar row ned by bronze Corinthian capitals, surmo unted by gi ided eagles with 
oul Ir I h d wi ng tand ing on orbs. In 1981, the American Legion Freedom Bell , commemorating the 
B icentenn ia l. wa insta ll d betw n the flagpo les and Columbus Fountain. 

For an carly pcrspl:clive render ing 0 . the plaza see: Kri sten Schaffer, Daniel H. Burnham : Visionary Architect and Planner (New 
rk Riu Ii, _003 ) 107. 

I 
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he mic ircular. do uble- ti r olumbu - Fountain echoes the footprint of the p laza with its curved front facing 
ela'Nare A nue and the api tol. A seated lion commands either end of the fou ntain ' both are flanked by four 

water j ets . he cent r of 1h fountain f atures a 45-foot tall pier with classical moldings embellished by 
di tin tly di ffcr nt c mp nent . Into the upper-bas in of the founta in proj cts the prow of a ship. Its winged 
female figur head r pre: ent Oi co ry . A IS-foot tall Christopher Columbus stands on the prow. Columbus, 

cari ng a mantic, peer almly toward the horizon (and Capitol) with arms crossed over his che t. At the sides 
of the pedesta l, two male fi gure ro uch below Columbus. A bearded figure (east side) represents the Old 
World. ung N ti m ri ean fi gur (west ide) symbolizes the New World. The pier is crowned by four 
eagl tha t be I a globe; the e gl are also linked by festoons. The globe s delineated continents place the 
Atla ntic Oc an a l ng the prima ax is at the front. 

n the rear (n rth) fac f the pi r, ncar the top, a festoon drapes around a medallion depicting Queen Isabella 
and King ' rd inand, the Span ish monar hs who fi nanced Columbus's expeditions. Below the medallion, is the 
fo llowing gilded in: cripti n: 

To 


The Memory Of 

Christopher Columbus 


Whose High Faith 

And 


Indomitable Courage 

Gave To Mankind 


A New World 


Born MCDXXXVI 

Died MDIV 


n em alh, '1 to ne eat function s as a visual anchor fo r the pier. 

iccntcnnial ongr ss pa s d Public Law 94-320 on June 25 , 1976, which authorized the 
e rctary o fth In terior to rect fl agpoles for all the States and territories on the U.S. Capitol Grounds adjacent 

t th idc\ alks cir umventi ng nion Station Plaza; an identification plaque was to accompany each of the 
fifty -fiv p i s. A fl agpole for the Di trict of Columbia wa authoriz d and erected in 2002. Although the 
flagp I ar nsi t nt in keeping w ith the Senate Park Commission 's notion of a grand gateway, they do not 
stand withi n t h ~ boundarie. f th riginal plaza and faII outside of the period of significance. 
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n l 11 tation Plaza (site) 

lumbu. unlain bject) 
Tw pairs f triullll hal c lumns. including stone balustrades and lampposts (object) 

circu lar gran ill.; foun tains (objec t) 
u d gr nit t p and balustrade (object) 

Thr c Fb gp Ie . in luding the ir metal and stone bases (object) 

merican Legion r bject) 



nion m l1 0 n PI lU I lumbu ' Fountain 
( dditional Documentation ) Washington , DC 
Name of Property County and State 

8 . Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Re gister Criteria 
(Marl< 'x' In one or more boxes for the cnteria qualifymg th e property for 
National Reglst r listing) 

Area of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

o A Property is associated with events that have made a 
Significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history. 

Art 
Communi ty Planning and Development 

o B Property associated with the lives of persons 
Significant in our past. 

r8J C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type. penod, or method of construction or represents 
the wor\( of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represen ts a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components lack individual distinction 

o 	0 Property as yielded. or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark ' x' in all the boxes that apply) 


Property Is: 

o A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

0 B removed from Its origmal location . 

0 C a birthplace or grave. 

D 0 a cemetery. 

o E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

D F a commemorative property. 

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

(ExplaIn the sIgnificance of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 


Period of Significance 

1903-1912 

Significant Dates 

1908 
1912 

Significant Person 

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 


Cultural Affiliation 

nla 

Architect/Builder 
Daniel H. Burnham 
Pierce Anderson 
Lorado Z. Taft (sculptor) 

9. Major Bibliograph ic al References 

Bibliography 

(Cite the books . articles. and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets) 


Previous documentation on fil es (NPS): 	 Primary location of additional d ata: 

o prelimin ry determination of individual listing (36 o 	 State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested o Other State agency


r8J previously listed in the National Register ~ Federal agency 

D previously determined eligible by the National Register o Local government 

o deSignated a Na tiona l Historic Landmark o 	 Universityo 	 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey o Other 


Name of repository:
#---------------------------- ­o 	 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record N PS, NCR, N A MA 

Commission of Fine A rts 
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SICNI FI N E 

The prin 'i pa l r a turc rColumbu Plaza, located in front of Union Station and constructed between 
19 and 190 ,is Colllmbus Foul/taill , reel d in 1912. The plaza, conceptualized by Daniel H. 

umham an advocated by th Senat Park Commission, is representative of Beaux-Arts Des ign and the 
ity eau ti fu l ra. The concept of a memorial was approved by an Act of Congress on March 4, 1907 

(34 t.t . 14 13) that appr priat d $ 100,000 for the project. 2 The Columbus Fountain, designed by 
sculpt r L rado Z. Taft and arch itect Dani d H. Burnam, was dedicat d on June 8, 1912. T he plaza is 
ignific nl unde r Criteri on in th ar a of Commun ity P lanning and Development. The foun tain is 
ignifi ,ant under riterion in the area of Art. 

Although th enat Park C mmission, which sought to enhance the physical appearance of the nation's 
al ita l, i 01 en cr di t d with the pl aza design at Union Station, Daniel H. Burn ham conce ived the idea. 

At th nd rthe ni ne t nth ntury Burnham had a standing contract with the Pennsylvan ia Railroad 
Company due to his r spons ibi lity fo r des igning and adm inistering the construction of Penn Station, 
1898-1 0 1. in Pitt burgh. Burnham 's drawings for the Washington plaza were completed prior to tbe 
pu lica tion f the enate Park Commi s io n' s report.3 Pennsylvania Railroad Company President 

lexander a att had been to rank furt, Germany to investigate what he considered the best railroad 
lation in the world. In h is re laying of the story Charles Moore noted, "the Washington depot was to be 
till fi ner . . . . Fa ing one ofth g reat ave nues of the capital, it was to have as landscape setting a plaza 
::\pab\c r lie I pment that should ri val the Piazza di Tennini in Rome.'.4 r 

ni n ta li n b eam th k Y ' tone of the 190 \ Plan for the City of Washington, produced by the Senate 
Park mmi. ion and lh fi r t part of the plan to be real ized. The commis ion recognized that the 
-lat i n w uld the ' grand gal way to the capito l. "s The dignified edifice, designed by Burnham and 
Pierc e Ander. on , who had recently returned from the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, required an 
impo ing ~ rcc urt . h enate Park Commission ' s report called for a public plaza in front of the 
sta tion "ornamented wit h fitting terrace, basins, and fountains.,,6 The remark was cons istent with the 
c mmi ' i n ' predi po ilion toward fountains . It believed that fountains funct ioned as key elements 
lh'lt \ ou ld a i t in increas ing Wash in ton ' s status to the level of the important uropean cities. The 
commi ion a ttempted to add further \ '1 ight to their conclusion by invoking the authori ty of the city 's 

igh t cn th-cent u urban de ·igner. T he report stated, "The original plans of Washington show the high 
appr c iati n L ' En fant had fo r a ll forms of water decoration .... "7 

1 The alue f 100,000 In 191:2 is equivalent to $1,996,58 1 in 2005 dollars. This amount was derived from www.ch .net. 

I The drawings arc loca ted al the rt Insti tute of Chicago. See Schaffer, p. 213, n. 12; p. 214, n. 16. 

~ harles Moore, Dall/e! H Bum /W ill . I tl'(:hiWCl Planll er of Cities, Vol. 2. (Boston: '-1oughton Mifflin Co., (921) p. 173. 


harle Moore, ed, The Park ystem 0.( the Dis/riet of Columbia (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1902) p. 30. 

h Moore, cd., p. 30. 

i Moore, cd ., p. 28. 


http:www.ch.net
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In February 1903 , a the leg islation fo r the plaza was being debated, Moore recall ed, "Representative 
an non made a ga ll ant fi ght on the tl or of the House fo r the elimination of the plaza."s On the other 

hand, the nighL of olumbus I bbicd hard for their patron saint. The Kn ights of Columbus, founded 
in I 2 bel ie d in the inherent compatab ility of Roman Cathol ic ism and American fraternalism. Li ke 
all American" the Kni ght he ld tha t Columbus's discovery was linked to the evolution of liberty and 
pr gre , bu t the Kni ghts a1 0 v iewed it as a Roman Catholic event.9 Th is broadened concept of 
Columbu became kno n as olumbiani sm and it served as one of the many efforts to legitimize the 
R man ath Ii pr s nce in merica and end Protestant hegemony. The Kn ights wanted complete civil 
and r li gious right fo r a ll. T he pass ing of the legislation for the memorial, March 4, 1907 (34 Stat. 
1413) , mark d the ulmination of the years of concerted effort by the Kn ights to counter nat ivism and 
ant i- alh Ii ' senti ment. TIle a t also e tablished a memorial commission charged wi th selecting a site 
and de ign ~ r th 111 num nt. 

The mmis i )!1 was compri sed of tl chairman of the Senate Com mittee on the Library, the chainnan 
of the mm ille ' on the Library of the House of Representatives, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
War. and lh supreme knight of the Ord r of the Knights of Columbus; the commission elected the 

ccretary f War a th e chaimlan . On F bruary 4 1908, the commiss ion selected the plaza in front of 
nion Sta ti n as the si t .11) The foll owing month, the commission accepted a design for the arch itectural 

treatm nt f th ' mem ri al by OJ!. B umham & Company. Thereafter, the commission ran a competition 
fo r the cu lpt ural L. ompon nt of the memoria l. Twenty-one submissions were submitted by twenty 
c mpcli t r by the nd of the ear. In February 1909, the commission selected the model presented by 

orad Taft. oi ncidl:nta ll y, th two Chicagoans also worked on the post-World's Fair redevelopment 
fth e Midway Plaisan during the arne period. Burnham's conception of the sculptural aspects for the 

lumbus Fount in can b gleaned from comments he made about Taft's sculpture proposals for the 
Midwa . Th ar hitcct n led, " the beauty of the whole is far more important than the beauty of the 
part ; it shoul d be fi r L "I I 

For the O/U /II/JIIS Fountain , aft drew inspiration from Frederick MacMonnies's Columbian Fountain 
designed for til' 1893 C lumbian · xposit ion . Columbian featured muses row ing a large ve selled by 

am · at the pI" w, wi ih olumbia seated at the center, and guided by Father T ime at the rudder. 

Mo re . p. 197. Joseph non (R-I L) was a member of the House of Representatives from J 873 to 1922. He served as 
pc ker f the I I usc from 0 ember 1 03 to 1910. 

'I olumbus ' journals and le lle rs revea l a devoutly pious man who believed that Providence led him to perform "great" 
works. 
IU Tra in. had ccn opera ting from the stat ion s ince October 27, 1907, although the building was not complete until 1908. 

I! Q u lcd in usa., M0l1i s, FamolJs alld Forgotlell . Rodin and Three American Contemporaries (Ph.D. Diss. Case W estern 

Rc 'crvc nivc. lIy . _005) p. 1M. 




NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section _8_ Page _ 4_ 

OMS Approval No . 1 024-0018 

Union Station Plaza ! Columbus Fountain 
Additional Documentation 

Name of Property 

Wa. hington, D,C. 

County and State 

Dc it th i 1ni fi ant amo unt of arch itectural sculpture and sculpture at the Columbian Exposition, 
"Taft argu d tha t th olumbiall Fountain "was intended to be, and was, the finest sculpture on the 

. , I :! 
ground . 

Th three identi a l tl agpoles in olumbus Plaza recall the three flagpoles located on the famous piazza 
in fr nt of t. Mark Cath dral in Venice. A winged-lion , the symbol of St. Mark, was featured on the 

en tian fl agpo le ba ~, w hile a lion holding a globe crowned the top .13 At Columbus Plaza, the motif 
was tran. lated fo r meri ca . Thus, the winged-lion was replaced by an eagle. 

olum us I laza 'm d lumhus FoulI lain r fl eet excellent examples of C ity Beautiful ideas. The 
planning moveme nt s light to induce c ivic pride and its attendant moral reforms through desi gn . To 
ensure tha t the in tent was not misunders tood a commemorative inscription was added to the rear of the 
founta in ' centra l p ier fi r the benefi t o f th iewer. In keeping w ith the goa ls o f Columbian ism, the firs t 
a llribute f o lumbu mentioned is fa ith . 

A t th I 12 ded i ation c r mony Mons ignor T homas Shahan, Reet r of the Catholic Univer ityof 
A merica. kd th t:. in cat ion and V ictor J. Dow li ng, a former National D irector of the Kn ights of 

lumbu an d a Ju lic r the cw York Supreme Court, gave a speech on the founder s historical 
.- ignifi can c . D "ling tated, " Her was not A lexander, s ighing for new worlds to conquer, but here 

a th apo t Ii s irit f r one who s ighed for quicker ways to make known to d istant lands the 
weelne r a ith and the light f Hope. Here was one who, like Napo leon, believed in his star; but the 
tar f C l umbu~ w' s the tar of Beth lehem.,,14 After President William H. Taft gave h is speech, a 

parade began in whi ch 2,5 0 so ld i rs and sailors passed the viewing stand, fo llowed by more than 
I .000 Knight f o lumbus. 

L rado Zado h Ta n ( I 6 - 1936) de igned the Columbus Fountain . Born in Elmwood, Ill ino is, Taft 
nt red the nivcrs ity of Illinois at Champai gn at age fi fteen. Upon obtaining his M aster's degree in 

1 80 he imm d iat I lell for Pari s to attend the Ecole Nationale et Speciale des Beaux Arts (the 
d c nd Ilt f tl cadel/fie RO.l'ale de Peillture et de la Sculpture) and was accepted in the atelier of 

ugu tin Dumon t. pon his return to A merica six years later, Taft established his studi o in Chicago in 
with 11 pc r rai ' ing the level o f art appreciation in the M idwest. He , consequently, also began to teach 
stud io and lec ture at the rt In ,titute . Initi a lly, he was only retained to create architectural sculpture for 
bu ild ing und r c n tm tion in h icago. P rominent local archi tect William Le B aron Jenney, 

I ! an, p. 342. 
Il or im gc:> o f tht: n3gpole st:c, rcderi k Mac:v!onnics, "Typ ical Memorials ," Th e American Magazine 0/ Art vol. 10, no. 

7 (M y 1919) pp. 254 -255 . 

14 hriSI phcr 1. KdufTmlin . Fail" & Fraternalism. The History a/the Knights a/Columbus 1882-1982 (New York : Harper 

. R w, 1982) pp. 162-1 3. 
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ub equenll , 'hose Ta ft to execute the architectura l sculpture fo r his Horticulture Build ing at the 1893 
World' o lumbian -xposition. Taft a lso served on the jury for Ameri can Sculpture at the fair. 

Like many Il1criC'ln cu lplors, Taft ' career took off as a resul t of the exposition. Over the next four 
d cade , he cr >aled portrait cu lptu re and military monuments, fo r example, Grant Monument (1 889, 
L av nworth, K ,Soldier '" Memorial (1916, Or gon, IL), and Lincoln (1 927, Urbana, IL). He , 
ul tima te ly, b 'came e t known fo r hi s fo unta ins inc luding, Nymph Fountain (1898) Paducah Fountain 

a . 190 , Paducah, KY • Troller Mem orial Fountain (1 91 1, Bloomington, IL), Columbus Fountain 
19 12, Wn hington. DC). FOllntain a/ the Great Lakes (1913, Chicago, IL), Thatcher Memorial 

F un/aill (l I , Den cr, 0) Fountain a/Time (1922, Chicago, IL). 

De.pi t a highl produ tive car r, today (outside of Chicago), Taft is most remembered for his book 
The His/cn:,' oj 1111C1' i £1 11 ~ ulpture fi rst pubJi 'hed in 1903, as the initial volume of the History of 
A meri .an rt ries pr duced by th Mac Millan Company.15 It was the first book to discuss sculptors 
a.nd nin '1 cnlh-ccntury scu lpture in America . Th book was we ll-received by his peers, for example, 
\ hen W il li· m M . . r n h, the director of the Art Insti tu te of Chicago, wrote to Taft in 1907, he 
mentioned lhat hi s brother (the highly acclai m d sculptor Daniel Chester French) cons idered Taft "the 
be t 'Culplor rilic.; in m rica. Th person most competent both to fonn an opinion and express it.,, 16 

I S Tart rev; cd (he book and added a chapler in 1924. 
I~ Quoted in Manis, p. 176. 

http:Company.15
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nion St:lti n Plan I olumbus Fountam 

(Addit ional ocumcn tut ion) Washington , D.C. 

Name of Properly County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 3.6 ncn;s 

UTM References 

(Place additIonal UTM references on a con tinuation sheet) 
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0 See continuation sheet 
Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundanes of the property on a conltnuation sheet) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) 


11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 

organization date October 2006 

street & number telephone 202.354.1822 

city or town V ashingloo D.C. _2 ~ 0..:...____state zip code ::..00...:. 1 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the followln items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 mtnute seri s) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for histori c districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO (or any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this Item at the request o( SHPO or FPO) 

PS, National Capital Region, ationa l Ma)] & Memorial Parks 

telephone 202.485.9686 

city or town \ ashington state D.C. zip code 20242 
-=~~-------------

Paperwork Reduction Stat ment: This In(ormation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibil ity (or listing, to lis! propert ies, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit In accordance with the National Histori c Preservation Act, as amended (16 USC 470 et. seq.). 

EsUm ted Bu rden Statement : Pliblic reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response includ ing the time for reviewing 
InstruCtions, gathering and maintaining data , and completing and reviewing the form . Direct comments regarding this burden est imate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief. Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget , Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington , DC 20503. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United Sta tes Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section ~ Page _2_ 

OMB Approva l No. 1 024-001 8 

Union Station Plaza / Columbus Fountain 
Additional Documentation 

Name of Property 

Washington, D.C. 

County and State 

Verbal Boundary Description 

ni n I I i 11 Plaza, al so kno n as Columbus Plaza and Reservation 334, is located at the intersection of 
Ma . aehu etts, Louisiana, and De laware Avenues and First Street, N.E. The boundary of the nomination 
include the Ian oc upied by the semi-c ircular Reservation and the traffic i lands that incorporate the triumphal 
o lumn· 'o /Llmhus FOUIilUill sits ithin the boundary of Columbus Plaza. 

Boundary J ustification 

The bo un da _ of thc lu mbus Plaza has been historically associated with the plaza for Union Station. As 
de i ned, il flln lions a a [orccourt for the station and as a conspicuous place to display sculpture and 
arc hitt.:ctura l cu lptural. 



p ublic Law 94 - 320 
94t h Congress, S. 3161 

June 2 5, 19 76 

gn get 
Tn n llfhorl1.~ <'<' MIlIII n n>:p<>lcR In 1~ Il)('flt l'<l on Ihe Cap",,1 OrollllllH, and In 

In'pro".. f h~ n,,1Y or. f raflir. t() II ntl fro m thl' l'oll<-d t:itllt l:H CIIIJilol GrouuCl" 
Dnd the NlllI lJlla l \'I . lI or Ccott'f. 

Cc i t e fl(f(: tp.r/ by lI,e S enate and lIou~" of 1.'t.prt·"rnfofh'c4 0/ ~ht. 
V11ilc.d. S til le., flf Amerir.a ill ('ollqre~.~ (1Isu lI/ l)led , That, suhj<'r t to tile 
approl'a l of til" .\rc:hitcct of t he Cnp il ol ulld to such conditiolls liS ho 
may pr('scd,r. Ih(' Sl'Cl1·trll'j' of Ih~ inl erior is Ruthori ..l'uto Inllke such 
usc of Ihnll'orl iOI\ of t hI' I 'nit(~d Stllll's .( :u Jl itol (holl fld~ ll ti jllccnt 01' in 
close prox imity 10 the Hidcwnlkl! Illwttin~ t he l·i l'cula l· pl'rimctcr of the 
u lI iCl fl ~t a t i on 1' 1117.11. in front of (A .I II III UIIS I'l a..1\ fl ll cl til l' :\l\tioll:ll 
Visito r ('(' lI h 'r n ~ Il\ny 1J6 llCCCs.~I\n' 10 (' !lIlLIIl the Scc t·cla l·.\, of the 
] nteriol' to !' I"'CeL lind IIl11illtllin lIul!linl('S lo /1y t he lIu.g:l of .Mh Qf tho 
S 1M o f t he C' nilccI St:lt('s 1111(1 it !! tel'r ilol:.il'8 d J1os~ssionH, /len­
crall), liS ~ho \\, 11 (In ~Cl'C ~lnp File Xllmbet'ecl 1.11 (3R.OO )- 278GI. 

S!'.(:. 2. (l\ ) X Ol w it h sl,illUillg' allY OII1(,f pl'uI'i!!ion o f Inw, the ,behi­
teet of th(l Ca pit ol is /lui hori7.cu, suhject to Ille p l'Ovisions of this Act. 
IUld to Sl1ch condit iOfl~ ns Ihe Archil!'ct of thl' Cn/li to l mlly pl't'S('ribe, 
to ellter inlo nil n!!recillent with the approprinte oj idAIs of the go,'crn­
meltt of tho Dist ricl of Columhia pUl'sunnt to which the Architect 
of Iho Cu pil ol is Iluthorizru to prrmil the j!'OI'cl'Iln\cnt. of t he District. 
of Colunlhin to utili7.e reliuin Arcns of the t"nitcd Sl nl<'.~ Cllpitol 
Grou nds for the l'lfl'po~e of mnkill~ certain st,re('1. ('hnllgci! in order 
to cool'din nlr find illll'ro\'(! the Row o f traffic 10 nl)(l from the u nited 
Stlltes Cup itol G rol1nds und the Xnt ionnl \"isitol' C(,ll ter ( lorll1<'rl)' 
U nion Stnl ioll), and the flow of t raffic with in U nion SI Ation Plaza, 

(b) P lll '!;l1l1ll( 10 I-IIcll ngn!elllent , thc Al'ch ite('t of thl! CRpitoi i~ 
nutho l'i zC' cl tf) Illnk,' nl·ailnul!· to t ll (' ,'!onnl nHwt of Ihl' Dislrict of 
~I \l II\Li n, fol' Ih" 1'1II'1"''''S \'1' (1'1'1,\·11 tu ill ~IIL:...rlioll (II). certl1in Ilcu" 
liolls of t he Fllitt,,1 :-;1:<[1';; CHl'ilul Groll ucls 0 " fo ll ows: 

(l ) !l.PPI'OXilll!lll·ly IWII IhOIlS1lll(l on(' hUlldl'!',1 ~q\l l\ rc fc<>1 IIf 
lnnd in :-;'111111'1' l i ....Il. at tit,· !'a~t. ('l.d tl ll'l'rof. Jorlllc·J. wilhi n Ih,' 
Unit ed Sl nt l' '; Capilol Ol'ollllcb ntlj ac{,llt In tl.r l" ll iOll S tntioll 
l'lnz:\, ;\ !Il "S.'l('IIII.~"lr,; .\ I·(,Il1H' . nnrl E Slno!'1 :\0I11 11'llSI , ill ord" r III 
I' lInt,lc Ilt~ gO\'!'l'lJI I ll' II I of t lt\' ni ~ tl'i ... of ~Ohllll lr ia 10 (,I\ rr~' Ollt 
Iii" 1'1I 1'[lOSl'" I'rfrlTrcllCl ill s\l~l iCl n (1\) of Ihis ~{'clioll . and to 
chnnAll I II" curblinr . Ilnd rcl~n t l' I'x i " t, ill~ sidewalk!; and ("u l'hs, 
to con fOl1ulo "nell 5(-1'('('\ rhnllgc ; 

( :l ) npprox illl :ltrly thr!'r tlHIlI:'lI l1 tl fi \"(' hunrl l'l'rl i<CJuano f!'1'1 of 
lnlld in :->qn nrl' ,:2:;' at· th(' lIol1h \\,(';:t !'lId Illl'r{'or. lo('nl(',l withi ll 
Iht: U ni lrd Shl"" ('n pit ol (Jrul\lId ~ adj o('('n t to II \(' 1"lIioll Statiun 
Pl n7.1I, F il~t Sf n'rl. nncl :'I ln"-"Ill'lII\>,<,II ,. .\ \'1'1 111(' ;\odlll' lIst. ill ordl'l' 
to ('nnLl .. (h" j!OI'I'I'IIII'!'llt. o f (hI' ll i,.ll' ict of ('u\r ll l1hill tn calT~' 
out t ltl' f.ll r l'o>'(':' n'(I'ITI'\1 10 ill ~Il h""ct iofl ( 1\ ) of t h is !'!'<'li()lI. 
Aun (0 r l:I ll !!" Ih,· cuJ'i.lilll'. II l1d rl'l'K"lIt (' !'xis.ill~ ~ ich'\\' lllk!' And 
cll rbs, to rOil (Ol'lll to !'lIch ~t 1'('1'1 .-!1 :l Ilj!C: nlld 

(3 ) npI'I'Oxilll:llrl ., · (OUI' hllfHl r('(1 ~\l :\I,(, ('('I of la lld ill ~I ," n "" 
721, fit . thl' solltlll\r.. t !'IlCi Ih(, l'r o f.ll l<.' a ll'd w ilhill i lti' {' nit NI ~Ial!'s 
CApitol G roul\ds ndj lleC'lIt 10 Iltt' lI ll ion Stntion ),In?" nllil Mns­
AAchuscttt; A \'('nll(" Korthl'os., in ol'd rr- to ('nnble Ihr gO\'("'IIn<,nt 

90 STAT, 711 

U. S. Capitol 
Grounds. 
U. S. Stllte 
n:IS', place­
mentl now of 
traffic, im­
provement. 
40 USC 801 
note. 
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Pub. Law 94- 3 20 - l - Jun e 25, 1976 

of the Dist rict of Col um hin lo cnrry nllt thr. JlIII'Il<r.<Cs l't'f(!ITNl 
to in suuicctioll (ll) of this sc~ li ol\ , lind to Chlllll!l! the CU l'hlilll', 
and relocnte ('xisting sidewnlks ond curbs, to coufol'lII to !)1I('1i 

sl reel chnll:,!e. . 
St:r,!\. Xothing ill this Act shn ll I)(~ COIl!;tJ'\lI'<i to j,!'1'!1II1 to tht' ~I'I" 

rclnry of the Interior 01' t o the gO\'cI'Ull\l'f\t of thl:' J)istl' il'f of COIlJllIlIill 
uny !'ight, tilh" 01' intl'J'(!"t ill 01' to OilY I"I!1 of ,Ihc 17,,; tl'll Stnll'" 
Cnpit ol G rounds fllill snrh 11 1'('11 otrcr tpl l hy Ih ls ,\(·t or li lly nJ!I 'l'l'llll:'lll 
I'U l'lHl ;}n l Ih('rrto !;hi\ l1 ~olll i ll"l' to he n PIII'I of the Cnitl'cl Stnt~ 
COll itol Grounds, All" an'lI!! of th e Cnitl'd Stnll's Cnpit01 G ronmlR. 
inc "d ing si<1l'wnlks, III \\'IIS RIIII olhl'l' ~l'o \\'th, sh·('('ls. Dlld cllrlJlint's, 
d islll l'hrci !,\' rcn!lOIl or opel'Of ions PII I'SlI!llIt to IhiH .\et sho l1 he 
Ilrompt ly 1'C'jnrnlro or lestor('d hy tl)(' S ecretory of the Jllt('rior or Ih,' 
gO\'t' rl ll1ient of Ih(' Tli~trict of Col umhin, AS t!t(\ CU!;C mny 11(', ill n mOil· 
ncr npproHllll\', nllcl sntisfllctory to Ihe Arch itect of tho Copito\" 

Sr.c. 4. Tho ('on~I'C'~~ sh:dl not inClll' nny e;«p~me. Iinbility, ouli~II' 
tion, 01' oth('r l'csponsiuility (operntionn l or o th(,l'\\' isc) , nh<icl' or hy 
ren~on o f tllig Ac t , 0 1" nny Rl:treempnt plll"'llnnt to this Act. or he linble 
unde.r nny c1Rim of IInv nnture o r k ind that m[lY urist'! from either thE' 
constructlo ll , op('rnliOll, or mninteollnce of the ~ol!polcs D.ut hor ized b~' 
thjs Act., or from cnrr."ill!!, out Dny ngreE' mcnt pursunnt to this Act. 

App ro ved J une 25, 1976 . 
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