





The first Ibanez Soundgear bass was introduced in 1987,
Sinece that time, the role of the electric bass has changed
considerably. Bassists have grown immeasurably in skill
and stature. And musicians with diverse playing styles
Jrom all genres of music have picked wp the instrument.

Although many new trends have come and gone in the last
twelve years, bassists still rely om Soundgear basses to lay
down the groove in loday's music ... from jazz to_funk, to

aggressive hard rock.

In keeping with a firm commitment to listen to player’s
needs, Thanez proudly introduces the first artist signature
basses in our history: three flagship Soundgear basses ...
inspived by the genuine love for the bass, shared by three
respected artists and the Ihanez design team.



VERDINE WHITE

Signature Model
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Verdine White began playing tw bass al the age df ten, taking lessons from Chess Reeords session man Lowis Haltalﬂ"lvld and Inter
- Pigring imlocal jaee and blues clobs around his native Chicagn, When his older brother Maurdee asked him to eome out to Lo |
Angeles in 1970 to start a new group, Earth, Wind and Fire was born. White has been a member of Earth, Wind angd Fire for the last
twenty-eight years, helping to write a number of their hits including “Mighty Mighty,” “That's The Way O The World,” “Fantasy” and
“Serpendine Fire™jusl to name a few, During this ine rL-dlhhs iwenly-elehl yeur span, White has also produced severd] artlsts |
including I..weHE amli‘mketa '-ln'hm* umuiﬂakab‘lq alzn he heard omrecordings by Babyface, Wyelef Jean and Seal.
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“One of the greatest finger players of all time."”
Bass Player Magazing.....

The Master of Funk, That's what Verdine White of Earth, Wind & Fire has heen called by mnsie
writers sinee the mid-soventies when the band broke owl with thelr seminal “Thai's The Way (0
The Warld™ album, Verdine's ol assic soond immorialized on numernas gold and platinum alboms
bave Infuenced comniless numbers of Motare fonksiers wilh his melodic finger-funk bass linis
This yeur, Ibinez s prood to introdoes the legendary funk mister's simature VW boss,

The concept of the YWEIL is o meld tradlilonal eonsiruciion sed look, with moedern active
electranies, The hard-contonred solbd alder hody motched with o thick, round neck gives the biss
m solid feel and n rich bass tone with exscellent sestain, The neek is complementid with a
gurgeons twepiy-Toar fred ebony fngerboard wiik abalone dot Inlays, The pearlsid frool
pickguard ind blsek boekle guard on the back provide prolection to the fnish doring s rseeus

Farih, Wind & Fire show, The active [hamcz AFR PJ plekop combingtion aleng with & castom i
deslgned three-band EQ proside o warm ot focosed tane ihal cun only be described as funky.
Simply puliimg up the valume knob cwn wctivte ndditienal Fain hoost. | =N
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“Doug Wimbish laid the foundation for all hip-hop to come.”
Bass Player Magazine.....

Being o first eall bassist in the beg N0 stodio seene B’ casy, Nelther is desiming a bass thai womld
sl wll of mevds of o basskst I such high demand, With s resums ihat nelodes pecforming hiss dethes
on the originel Sugarhill Records, experimental fuek gromp Tackhesd and had fock st Living Caloor,
Doy Wimlsish his a very gooad [dea of what e pods from i bass Ohver the post teo Yo Dosg and the
Ibanee design team have erented ihe frsd biss that Doeg can troby cull hs “cveryiking bass™ Whether
ki's 0 gigging al the Bortom lise with his own hand Jungle Funk. or laying down b grooves for o
Kollipg Sones recond. the PWE] and DWEL simply gel the job dene,

The ergonomically desigmed, three-dimessbomal corved maple bofy alloms the bass o comferinbly huy e
rurves of ihe player’s body while (he extemdes] lower horm provides te bass with perlect weighl halanee
when sirupped on o placed on tee Uhigh. Beldnd cach of the homms are carved sooops, which allis free
aeoess fo [he upper registerse. The neck combisnes the trditionnl Feel of & vintage bass (rom the sixtles
wilh & mindern, dowlde eetave msewond fingerboard, which is sdermed with pearl and abicone ol inlays.
The lbanee AFHR P pickups and a speetally designed simple, but povwerful active fwo-band EQR-IWW EQ)
were paired to offer the versatility thot s plaver Liko Dowg demanils from kis bess, diy i anl day sl

WA W Aee e E | i1




DOUG WIMBISH

Signatare Mode]
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Psiperd tone. It's truly a

[koug Wimbizh w‘un ‘career fresh out of high school, playing in a band called Wood Prass and Steel whe released an album
entithed] “Welbesme To Fie ¥ in 1976, Soon aller, Wimbish joined the rhythm section of The Sugarhill Band who released “The
Message” and “White Lin®S" in 1983, both of which are considennd carly hip-hop alassics. T1u‘:~]uIIrming year, Wimhish beacame o part of
Tack-hezad, who muede their mark as funk-metal proneers. Wimbish ganersd acclaim as a rock |1}.ﬂ-ih~[ during his temure with Living Colour,
reeording two sucerssful albums, “Btain” and “Pride” in the carly nineties. In addition to being an in-demand session bassist, having
recently reeorded with The Rolling Stones, Lione] Ritchie and Depeche Mode among others, Wimbish is abso a co-leader of the tribalTank
group Jungle Funk and bass and drums duo Headfake, Wimbish has also completed a solo album, which will be released this year
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GARY WILLIS}

Signatore Model
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Gary Willis has been the co-leader of Tribal Tech with guitarist Scott. Hendersonfor the past filteen years, releasing eight rec
that time as well as a ninth entitled “Thick” to be released this year. In addition, Willis has also been bysy with a solo career,
records o his erdit including his most recent, *Bent” from 1998, Willis has also won many fans throfigh the vears as a guest musioy
playing on nwnis by Wayne Shorter, Allan Holdsworth, Hubert Laws, Joe i‘.'iQm andl Robben F:




“One of the most vital bass voices of the ‘90's.”

Bass Piayer Magazine.....

Gmry Willis' playiicg has iln|li|"rlli conniless hass players wilh has seemeg@ly eTortbess command of
ithe fretless bass, Whether §'s with Tribal Tech or on his solo records, Gary kas Labd down some
of the mast memorabls mements el Trelless maslery on his restom shop Soundgear bass, Gary
has sald for years that kis [banes cuostom shop Soundgear was the ultinmie bass, how, wiih
Giary's help, we nre making this very same model available v all buss players,

The Nightly Mnished light-weight ash bady responds accerniely io siring sibrations Tor an
exiremely open soumd, This seond & then trumsmitted thromgh o cestom Bariolini snapbar
pickup amd A Bartolinl NTHT active twoband EQ Tor a traly pore tane. A speeial oval shiped
maple neck rombined with s s=lect eheny Angerhonrd allows the player to maneuver aroasd ihie
nevk with umpestricied speed and agility. As with Gary's costom shop bass, the lower harm has
besen el wway biwer than other Saundgear hasses to nllow peeessihility o the upper frets on the
flonhle oriave meck. Anather anigese featnre of the GWH asses is the mosiom shaped detachahde

ramgp which allows plavers (o (ine teoe thelr right hamd technigue.
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hanez Basses are sold and serviced b




