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Session 3 
Leader Guide 

 
Heaven Set in Motion - ESTHER 5:1 - 6:11 
 
READ  
Ask one person to read the following passage, and then discuss the questions that follow. 
 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be  
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and 
sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those 
he justified, he also glorified (Romans 8:28-30) 
 
According to this passage, for what purpose does God work in our lives? 
 

What role do you think God plays in the big and small events? 

 

WATCH  

Play the video teaching segment for session three (see the streaming video access provided on 

the inside front cover). As you watch, use the following outline to record any thoughts, 

questions, or points that stand out to you. 

  

Esther's story was not just a rags-to-riches journey. Rather, her journey was from conformity 

to courage, from fear to faith, and perhaps most important-from relying on herself and 

solving her own problems to relying on God and seeking his face.  

 

The decisive moment in Esther's story didn't take place in the throne room of Xerxes. It took 

place in the throne room of heaven. She came before the king of Persia in beauty only after 

she lingered before the King of kings in humility.  

 

We can't think for a moment that we have what it takes to weather this season of life. But we 

can't think for a second that God won't give us what we need. 
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God orchestrated all the details-the sleepless king, the detailed reading, the entry about 

Mordecai in the book, the entry of Haman in the castle court. God was at work even in the 

most pagan corner of the world. 

 

Have you come to feel that even God is against you? Have you been led to believe that life is 

a roll of the dice-and you can't remember the last time they rolled in your favor? If so, ponder 

the plight of Haman and the outcome of Mordecai. 

 

Always assume that God is at work. Move forward as if he is moving forward! 

 

DISCUSS  

Take a few minutes with your group members to discuss what you just heard and explore 

these concepts in Scripture. 

 

1. Esther instructed all the Jews in Susa to pray and fast with her for three days. Why do 

you think she took this course of action prior to going before the king? 

 

2. What does Esther's example reveal about the way we should approach the key 

decisions we need to make in our lives? 

 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 1:27. How have you experienced clarity or breakthrough when you 

were in a state of weakness? What role did weakness play in getting you to that point? 

 

4. Review Esther 6: 1-11. What events led to Mordecai being exalted by the king? 

 

5. What does this tell you about how God intervenes in our lives and on our behalf? 

 

6. Do you believe God is in the details of your life? Why or why not? 

 

RESPOND  

Draw a timeline in the space below of the last decade of your life. Mark any major events that 

took place. Place a star beside any event that you believe was God ordained. Break into pairs 

and share your timelines with one another. 
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PRAY  

Spend some time praying through your timelines. Rejoice over the God-ordained events and 

thank him for helping you get through the losses and disappointments. Pray for the 

unknowns, the difficult circumstances you are facing, and the questions for which you are 

currently waiting to receive answers. Thank the Lord for always ordering the steps of your 

life. Write down any prayer requests the group has, and pray for those needs during the 

coming week. 

 

 

 

mailto:James@jcpineville.com
http://www.jcpineville.com/

