
Worship in Heaven 
 
 
Where have we come to worship – Mount Sinai or Mount Zion? 
 Hebrews 12:18-21   vs  12:22-24 
 
What characterizes heavenly worship? 
 Humility – Is 6 – “…each had six wings: with two he covered his face…” 
 Reverence – Is 6, Rev 4 – chanting “Holy, holy, holy.” 
 Awe, Wonder – Job 38:7 – “the sons of God shouted for joy 
 Ceaselessness – Rev 4:8 – “…and day and night they never cease…” 
 Enthusiasm – Rev 5:12 “saying with a loud voice…”   Job 38:7 
 Unity – Rev 5:11 – “…numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands…” 
 
Key passages for heavenly worship:  Revelation 4  & 5 
 4:1-8a  -  A throne in heaven 
 4:8a-11 – Heavenly worship  
 5:1-7 – The scroll and the Lamb 
 5:8-14 – Heavenly worship  
 
Dialogical Principle of Worship 
 What we do in worship should be a response to what God has done. 
 1 Cor 4:7, "What do you have that you did not receive?"  
 God begins: He speaks, gives, enables; then we respond and receive. 
 In our worship we should be imitating this heavenly dialog. 
 Review the Parish “Service of Celebration and Covenant Renewal” 
 
Why Should  We Worship? 
 Because God has created us - Rev. 4:8,11.  We are to worship the creator, not His creation. 
 Because God has redeemed us – Rev 5:9,12  Jesus makes worshipers out of rebels. – Tozer 
 Because of our high calling – Rev 5:10  We are a kingdom and priests to reign on the earth. 
 
How Should  We Worship? 
 In a Scripture saturated way.  Rev 4, 5 are full of OT and Gospel references  
 In a way that involves us in the worship of heaven. Heb 12:19-24 – we are connected. 
 In a Spirit led way.  The Spirit lifts us to the heavenly throne room,  as sons and daughters. 
 In a way that involves our whole being – mind, voice, body, emotions, and spirit. 
 
Who Should We Worship? 
 God the Father,  God the Son, God the Spirit – We can distinguish but we cannot separate. 
  
Applications 
 Prepare for worship.  Seek God’s grace and the help of the Holy Spirit to worship. 
 Ask the Holy Spirit to enable you to pray and sing and listen and respond in the Spirit. 
 Be more aware of being brought into God’s presence  and into the heavenly throne room. 
 Rejoice and exult in who God is and what God has done for you and for His people. 
 Participate with joy in the parts of worship we do together:  reading, singing, responding. 
 
Hymn – Jerusalem My Happy Home 
 



 
 

 
1 Jerusalem! my happy home! 
Name ever dear to me! 
When shall my labors have an end, 
In joy and peace and Thee? 
 
2 When shall these eyes Thy heaven-built walls 
And pearly gates behold? 
Thy bulwarks with salvation strong, 
And streets of shining gold? 
 
3 Oh, when, thou city of my God, 
Shall I thy courts ascend, 
Where congregations ne'er break up 
And Sabbaths have no end? 
 
4 There happier bowers than Eden's bloom, 
Nor sin nor sorrow know: 
Blest seats! through rude and stormy scenes 
I onward press to you. 

 
5 Why should I shrink at pain and woe? 
Or feel at death dismay? 
I've Canaan's goodly land in view, 
And realms of endless day. 
 
6 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there, 
Around my Savior stand; 
And soon my friends in Christ below 
Will join the glorious band. 
 
7 Jerusalem! my happy home! 
My soul still pants for thee; 
Then shall my labors have an end 
When I Thy joys shall see. 
 
 
 
Lutheran Book of Worship, 1870 

 


