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Unit Components
What you will find in the Google Drive folder!

Main Unit 
Slides

Instruction 
Book 

& 
Answer 

Keys

9 Inquiry Topics; 
Students choose or 
are assigned ONE of 

these topics to 
focus upon.

• Teacher-led lessons based on 
Syrian Refugee Crisis.

• Individual or group inquiries 
on one of nine topics.

Important 
Issues 
Flipbook



Unit Structure
• The first few lessons of the unit are meant to acquaint students 

with some background knowledge of the International Rights of 
the Child as well as definitions of national and global issues.

• Students are set up in “Experts Groups” with each group focusing 
its attention on one of up to 9 global issues:

Grade 5 Grade 6

Grade 5 and/or 6: Covid 19 Pandemic

 First Nations Water Crisis
 First Nations Education
 Lac Mégantic Train Disaster
 Ottawa Area Tornadoes

 Education in Afghanistan 
 Asian Tsunami
 Clean Water in Haiti
 Ukraine Crisis

Three-Part Lesson Format

Getting 
Started

Working
On It

Reflecting 
& Connecting

Lessons focus on 
a curriculum 
expectation or 
“Concept of 
Disciplinary 
Thinking”, using 
the topic of 
Syrian refugees 
to provide 
students with a 
framework for 
how to approach 
their Expert 
Group’s global 
issue.

• Students learn more 
about their Expert 
Group’s global issue 
through reading 
student text, 
researching, and 
consulting with peers 
& teacher. 

• Students apply the 
concepts introduced 
with the refugee 
crisis from “Getting 
Started”. 

• Information is 
recorded using a 
variety of templates.

• The class gathers 
to share 
information about 
their topics, often 
in a formal 
“Knowledge Building 
Circle”.

• Students make 
connections 
between topics as 
they contribute to 
the collective body 
of knowledge.



19 Lessons
1. What is a “Right?
2. Introducing the Issues
3. Defining National & Global 

Issues
4. Levels of Government/NGOs
5. Creating Our Expert Groups
6. Asking Good Questions
7. Gathering & Organizing 

Information
8. Maps
9. Significance of an Issue
10. Significant Issues in the Syrian 

Refugee Crisis
11. What is Significance?
12. Causes & Consequences, Part 1
13. Causes & Consequences, Part 2
14. Patterns & Trends (Canada’s 

Refugee History)
15. Interrelationships (Levels of 

Government, NGOs, Private 
Groups & Citizens)

16. Perspectives, Part 1
17. Perspectives, Part 2
18. Exploring Perspectives on our 

Issues/Culminating Task, Part 1
19. Exploring Perspectives on our 

Issues/Culminating Task, Part 2



Syrian Refugee Crisis
The plight of Syrian refugees is used as the 
teacher model for exploring national and global 
issues.  This issue is looked at using the 
“Concepts of Social Studies Thinking” in lessons.  
Students then apply these concepts to the 
specific national and global issues they are 
exploring. This issue was 

chosen as the Grade 
5 students can 
explore how Syrian 
refugees TO Canada 
were aided by 
Canadian 
governments & 
people, while Grade 6 
students could learn 
how Canada worked 
with other countries 
to help these 
refugees in the 
global community. 



9 Global Issues Topics

Each student focuses on 
ONE issue.  

Gr. 
6

Education Water Disaster Response

Grade 5 and/or 
Grade 6:  

Covid 
Response

Gr. 
5



Student Texts for Each Issue



Important 
Issues Flipbook

Students use this flipbook to record 
their inquiry journey.



Sample Responses

Teacher Notes Student
Instructions



Can be Used with 
Google Read & Write



Movable Interactive 
Pieces



Mapping





Extra Student 
Assistance  

Additional Teacher 
Notes



Instruction Booklet

Answer Keys



Companion Resource for 
Original (Printable) Version 

(Sold Separately)

Digital Version

Original Printable 
Version

Click to check it out!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Grade-5-and-6-Blended-Social-Studies-Strand-B-People-and-Environments-2745155
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Gr-56-Social-Studies-Strand-B-Canada-at-Home-in-the-Global-Community-2745155
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