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MISSION POSSIBLE
 Part 2:   Free the Hostages
OVERVIEW

The power of Jesus’ mission was not only to give us eternal life but to set us free from the bondage and slavery the enemy had held us captive in.  Members will learn the key to unlocking the cell door and stepping into the freedom Jesus paid for them.  There is plenty of material here for almost two sermons.  
RATING

Adults and Teenagers
GET READY

Get six door keys and put them in a small gift wrapped box with a lid that will lift off.
OPENING
1. Welcome!  Today we continue our series called, Mission Possible, with part two called, Free the Hostages!
2. Isn’t that what so many of the hero movies are about?  A damsel in distress, a hostage taken captive, or a group of people being held in oppression.
3. Most seem like impossible missions, but not when it came to Jesus Christ.
4. In Luke 18:27 Jesus said, “What is impossible with men is possible with God."  NIV
5. Turn in your Bibles with me and let’s read Isaiah 53:3-9.
6. Jesus suffered a terrible death – but it was intentional, on purpose, it was not an accident, but a pre-planned pre-meditated, calculated, precise mission of dedication, commitment, and most of all the purest expression of love.
7. His mission was clear.
THE MISSION 

John 3:16-17 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”

1. To restore the broken relationship between God and man.  
2. To restore man’s rights and privileges.
3. To restore the plan and purpose of God.  
4. To bring heaven on earth once again.

a.  Before the fall of Adam the world was perfect.  

b. There was no sickness or disease.
c. The animals didn’t fight or kill one another.
d. The land was bountiful, plenty, and abundant.  There was no lack or shortage.
5. Look how Jesus prayed in Matthew 6:9-10 "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. NIV
6. Jesus’ life here on earth was to display in living color the will and purpose of God.
a. Did we ever see or read where he put sickness on people?

b. Do we ever see him taking possessions away to teach people a lesson?
c. Of course not!  He wanted the will of his father to be done here on earth.
7. James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  NIV
INSIGHT ON THE MAN BEHIND THE MISSION
1. Luke 4:18-19 (READ TOGETHER) "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,   19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   NIV

2. In John 10:10 Jesus said, “I came that you might have life and have it to the full.”
3. John 6:38-40   For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."   
4. John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"   NIV

5. John 12:46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.  NIV

6. John 12:47  . . . For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. NIV
7. 2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  NIV

8. Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.   NIV

9. 2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  NIV
10. Example [Pull out the small gift box.]  What Jesus gave to us was very simple.  It doesn’t seem very extravagant.  But what it can accomplish is mind boggling.  [Pull out the set of keys.]
a. The value of the gift is not in the keys themselves.  The power comes when they unlock the cell doors the enemy has used to hold us hostage.

b. Matthew 16:19  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."  NIV

11. It is up to each one of us to take the keys that Jesus gave his life for and unlock the cell doors to our prison of bondage and oppression.  Let’s discover what these six keys can do in our life.
SIX KEYS TO FREEDOM

JESUS CAME TO . . .

1.  SET US FREE FROM SIN AND DEATH
a. 1 Peter 3:18-19 says, “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.”

b. 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
c. Revelation 1:17-18   I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.   NIV
JESUS CAME TO . . .

2.  SET US FREE FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW

a. Galatians 3:13-14 (Message) Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed life by absorbing it completely into himself. Do you remember the Scripture that says, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"? That is what happened when Jesus was nailed to the Cross: He became a curse, and at the same time dissolved the curse.  (14)  And now, because of that, the air is cleared and we can see that Abraham's blessing is present and available for non-Jews, too. We are all able to receive God's life, his Spirit, in and with us by believing--just the way Abraham received it.

b. In Deuteronomy 28 it shares about the blessings and cursing if you obey or don’t obey the law.  
c. Jesus set us free from the curse of the law but left in place the blessings!
JESUS CAME TO . . .

3.  SET US FREE FROM SICKNESS & DISEASE
a. 1 Peter 2:24  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
b. Everything that Jesus did was a direct reflection and revelation of God’s will for us.

c. If healing were not His Father’s will, then Jesus would have been in complete disobedience by healing people.

d. How did Jesus respond to sickness?  EVERYTIME – Jesus came in contact with sickness he got rid of it!  Look at the Gospel of Matthew:
· 8:16 says, “He drove out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick.”

· 9:35 says, “Jesus went through all the towns…healing every disease and sickness.”

· 12:15 says, “Many followed him and he healed all their sick.”

· 14:14 says, “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.”

· 14:35b-36 says, “People brought all their sick to him and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed.”

· 15:30 says, “Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them.”

· 19:2 says, “Large crowds followed him, and he healed them.”
JESUS CAME TO . . .

4.  SET US FREE FROM POVERTY
a. Philippians 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. NIV  
b. 2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
c. I looked up the actual Greek meaning to the word, “rich.”  What it actually means is “to be made rich – to be wealthy, to increase with goods.”  Surprised you didn’t I?
d. Our Heavenly Father wants to meet our needs and to bless our lives.
e. God wants you to have things he just doesn’t want those things to have you!

f. Matthew 6:33 tells us to “seek first the Kingdom of God.”  

g. 1 Timothy 6:9-10 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  NIV
h. We are to seek the Provider not His provisions.
JESUS CAME TO . . .

5.  SET US FREE FROM A DEFEATED LIFE
a. 2 Corinthians  2:14-15  But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.  NIV

b. 1 John 4:4-5 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. NIV

JESUS CAME TO . . .

6.  RESTORE OUR RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES WITH GOD

a. Galatians 4:4-7  But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.   NIV
b. Romans 8:15-17 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  NIV
c. John 14:6   Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.   

d. John 14: 12-14    I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  NIV

CLOSING

1. The choice is yours.  Stay a hostage in death, defeat, and darkness or use what Jesus Christ gave his life for?  The greatest gift to mankind ever given!
2. The mission is now in your hands.  The rest is up to you.

3. Put the key in the door and walk to your freedom today!

4. Make it a mission possible!  Get to know the hero that has saved your life!

5. Philippians 3:10  Amplified:   [For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly], and that I may in that same way come to know the power out flowing from His resurrection [which it exerts over believers], and that I may so share His sufferings as to be continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to His death, [in the hope]

Small Group Guide

1. Of the six areas discussed which one has kept you in bondage more than the others?  Why?
2. How do we live this message out?  How do we become a doer of the Word and not a hearer only?

3. How many of you struggle to believe that Jesus Christ did all of this for YOU?  Why is that?  

4. What are the enemy’s tactics to disrupt our relationship with God and how do we overcome it?
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