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Mission Possible

Part 1:  Abolish the Death Penalty 
OVERVIEW

If you want a bold presentation of the fundamentals of our faith, this is it!  You could say the theme of this sermon is literally, “Hell No!”  This message will dive into the realities of hell and bring a straight forward approach that will clarify the mission of love by Jesus Christ.  The message concludes with a clear presentation of the gospel and brings listeners to a point of decision with, “Three things worse than going to hell.”  We had a tremendous altar call after this message.
RATING

Adults and Teenagers
GET READY

1. Prepare 10 people to come forward at the appointed time.  Try to get some men, some women and have various ages represented.  They will line up across the front of the stage side by side.  One by one they will introduce themselves in this manner, “My name is ___________________ and I am going to hell.”  Then pre-select seven who will take one step forward to represent the number of people going to hell.
2. Help your members declare their faith and make a stand with the various “I Believe” products available at www.ibelievethemovement.com.  Order t-shirts, hoodies, or hats for your youth group or church prior to the message.  The “I Believe” witnessing gear has been going strong since 1996 and was originally developed by Pastor Dean Hawk although he no longer oversees that ministry today.  
OPENING
1. Today we begin a new series called, “Mission Possible!”
2. Over the next few weeks we are going to take a look at some of the most daring and successful missions taken on by man.

3. The big difference is there were no cameras, stunt men, or computerized images.

4. What you are about to hear is real.  The mission a man would take to literally save the world.

5. His name, no surprise to some of you, is Jesus Christ.  The Son of God.  He didn’t believe in mission impossible.
6. In Luke 18:27 Jesus said, “What is impossible with men is possible with God."  NIV
7. Let’s begin today by taking a look into the situation room and discover the plot on how and why Jesus was going to abolish the death penalty. 

8. What was the mission of Jesus?  Why was it necessary for him to come to earth?

THE PROBLEM:   By the law we are all guilty and we are condemned to the death penalty.
1. Thank you to great, great, great, great, Grandpa Adam and his decision to sin against God the death penalty has been passed from one generation to another.  And it still affects all of us today.
2. We are not talking about a physical death, but spiritual death which is separation from God.  
3. READ Romans 5:18-20.
THE ANSWER:  We needed someone to take our place.
1. Look at the person sitting in front of you or behind you.  If they were condemned to die by lethal injection tomorrow at twelve noon, would you volunteer to take their place? 
2. That would be a pretty tall order to fill!  Especially if you do not know them.
3. The reality is Jesus Christ volunteered to come to earth and to take our place. 
4. Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.
5. Matthew 12:40  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  NIV
6. 1 Timothy 2:5-6 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men-the testimony given in its proper time.  NIV
THE MISSION:  Stop people from going to hell!
1. Revelation 20:12-15 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.   NIV
2. Most people don’t believe in Hell!

a.  To many it is just a slang word.

b. A George Barna survey found that 67% of Americans do not believe in hell. That means only 33% of Americans believe a literal hell exists. 

3. Many Christians don’t like to hear about hell either.

a. Several years ago the Los Angeles Times did an article that said the mention of hell from pulpits is at an all-time low as a result of the influence of secularism on Christian theology.   

b. A Christian magazine said, “The tendency to forsake the fire and brimstone has grown in recent years as nondenominational ministries, with their focus on everyday issues such as child-rearing and career success, have proliferated and loyalty to churches has deteriorated.” 
c. Bruce Shelley a senior professor of church history at the Denver Theological Seminary said, “It’s just too negative.  Churches are under enormous pressure to be consumer-oriented. Churches today feel the need to be appealing rather than demanding.”

4. The greatest preacher who ever lived, the Lord Jesus Christ, spoke about Hell twice as much as He did about Heaven. 
5. So what is hell really like?  What does the Bible say about it?
a. Revelation 20:15 A lake of fire 
b. Revelation 20:1 A bottomless pit 
c. Psalm 11:6 Fiery coals, burning sulfur, scorching wind 
d. Isaiah 33:14 A consuming fire & everlasting burning 
Psalm 18:5 A place of sorrows 
e. Matthew 8:12 A place of weeping 
f. Matthew 13:41-42 A furnace of fire 
g. Revelation 20:10 A place of torment day and night for ever and ever
h. Revelation 16:10-11 Men gnawed their tongues in agony 11 and cursed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, but they refused to repent of what they had done.  NIV

i. 2 Thessalonians 1:9 A place of everlasting destruction 
j. Matthew 25:30 A place of darkness, weeping and gnashing of teeth 

k. Matthew 25:46 A place of everlasting punishment 

l. Luke 16:24 Rich man "I am tormented in this flame" 
m. Revelation 14:11 "The smoke of their torment rises for ever......there is no rest day or night."

n. Mark 9:43-48 A place where "Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched"


EXAMPLE

1. [Bring the 10 people up front and face the audience.  One by one have them all introduce themselves, “My name is _______(first name) and I’m going to hell.”]

2. “Will the real persons actually going to hell please take one step forward?”  (7 People)

THE REALITY:  Unless something changes   7  out of 10 people in our city are headed for hell.
1. Here in Colorado Springs we have roughly 20% of the population who attends church on a regular basis.  George Barna Research says approximately 11% of the un-churched are born again.  If we assume that everyone that goes to church is a believer that gives us a total of around 30%.

2. Seven out of 10 people you meet, talk to, interact, eat lunch with, sit beside in a movie, work with, or see at the mall are headed for hell if their life ended today.
3. God doesn’t desire for anyone to go to hell.

a. 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  NIV

b. Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.  NIV

c. 1 Timothy 2:3-4  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. NIV
4. Who qualifies?

a. Revelation 21:8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."  NIV

b. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9   When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;

c. Matthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  NIV

d. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. NIV
e. Galatians 5:19-21 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. NIV

THE ANSWER:  Accepting the gift of life through Jesus Christ!
Jesus said, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6 NIV

Romans 10:13 "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  NIV

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  NIV

WE BELIEVE:

HE CAME
Because of God’s love for mankind, He sent His Son, Jesus Christ to earth to pay the price for our sins and to give us eternal life.

a. John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  NIV

b. John 3:16-17 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. NIV

HE DIED
Jesus was beaten and nailed to a cross where He died and became the sacrifice for our sins (Matthew 20:28; Isaiah 53).

a. Matthew 20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  NIV

b. Isaiah 53:3-6 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. NIV

HE ROSE
After three days, Jesus rose from the grave in victory and walked on the earth for forty days before ascending into heaven (Matthew 28:5-6).

a. Matthew 28:5-7 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."  NIV
b. Acts 1:3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  NIV

HE LIVES   
Jesus is alive today and desires to have a personal relationship with every person (John 14:6; Revelation 1:18).

a. John 14:6   Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  NIV
b. Revelation 1:18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.  NIV

HE IS LORD 

a. Philippians  2:9-11   Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. NIV
CLOSING
1. There are three things worse than going to hell.
a. To look Jesus Christ in the eye on judgment day, the very man who gave his life for you, both of you knowing that you rejected his love, his sacrifice, and his life.
b. To look for eternity from your place of torment at what you had the opportunity to have but in your selfish pride you rejected it.  
c. To being responsible for taking someone to hell with you.
2. Will you accept the incredible gift of God that he has for you?

3. It is as easy as A-B-C

a. Admit you have sinned.  First John 1:8 - "If we say that we have not sinned, we are fooling ourselves, and the truth is not in our hearts."

b. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you.  John 3:16 - "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but will have eternal life."

c. Confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord of your life.  Romans 10:9-10  "If you confess with your mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved."  
On handout:

I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST
· HE __________________  (John 1:14, John 3:16-17, Romans 6:23)  

· HE___________________   (Matthew 20:28, Isaiah 53:3-6)
· HE __________________  (Matthew 28:5-7, Acts 1:3)  

· HE ___________________  (John 14:6, Revelation 1:18)  

· HE IS _________________   (Philippians  2:9-11)   
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