Mission Possible, Part 3


[image: image1.jpg]h20 sermon source™ ((<

} innovative sermons to quench the thirst of a generation

© 2008 DEAN HAWK MINISTRIES
PO Box 63355 | Colorado Springs, Colorado | 80962 | 888.WATER.88 | info@deanhawk.com





MISSION POSSIBLE

Part 3:  Multiply and Diversify

OVERVIEW

The mission has been passed from the Son of God to humanity.  God now relies upon believers to fulfill the great commission.  This sermon will lay out the plan for every believer to fulfill their rightful place and destiny in the Kingdom of God. 
RATING

Adults and Teenagers
GET READY

You will need the following items:

1. A life like baby doll

2. A glass pitcher of water and glass cup

3. A garden hose with a nozzle 
OPENING

1. Welcome.  We are in the third and final part of our series called, “Mission Possible.”  

2. Jesus has endured the cross, rose again and now he spends 40 days on earth proving that he is alive.  

3. In Acts 1:33 it says, “After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.”  NIV

a. He ate with them, walked with them, and fished with them.
b. Thomas didn’t believe it when the other disciples told that they had seen Jesus.

4. Now it comes for the time of His departure and His final words spoken to His disciples.

5. Open in your Bibles with me to Matthew 28 and Mark 16.

6. Today in part three of our series we will learn of Jesus’ mission to MULTIPLY AND DIVERSIFY.
7. [Read the following two passages of Scripture.]

Matthew 28:16-20 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  NIV

Mark 16:15-20 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well." 19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.  NIV
8. These two Scriptures are commonly referred to as “The Great Commission.”  

9. This is Jesus’ plan to multiply His mission to everyday believers. 
THE GREAT COMMISION – THE GOAL OF JESUS WAS TO:
1. Engage us into active duty.
a. His simple word to us is, “GO!”  
b. GO make disciples!  GO into all of the world!  Put your rear into gear! Move!  Get off your duff. Make progress!
c. Jesus said, “My destiny is done.  It’s now time for you to fulfill your destiny here on earth! 
d. Example:  [Bring the baby up on stage.]  The great commission is Jesus’ “baby.”
· What would you think of me if I took someone’s baby, laid it down and forgot about it?  I didn’t feed it, hold it, change it, or nurture it.  I just simply said, “This is someone else’s responsibility, not mine!”   What if I became distracted by other things and forgot about your baby?

· The challenge is what are we going to do with what he asked us to do?

· This mission cannot survive without you and me.
· This is a mission that needs our constant attention.  
· We need to carry it to work, school, and wherever we go.
· We can’t get calloused, clumsy, [throw baby] and drop God’s baby.
· He is counting on us.
e. One of the greatest breakdowns in fulfilling the great commission is the assumption that someone else is going to do it!

f. People take the attitude, “I don’t have to it’s not my responsibility.”   
g. Reality Check:  The average death rate is 800 people per year per 100,000.
· [Insert your own math for the size of your community.]

· Greater Colorado Springs has a population of 500,000 which means roughly 4000 people will die this year in our city.
· That means 11 people will face eternity, life or death, heaven or hell – TODAY!
· We can’t ignore the facts.

2. Empower us to take His place.
a. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.   NIV
b. What does an ambassador do?  What is their job or duties?
c. A United States Ambassador resides in a foreign country.  He is the spokesman and representative for the homeland.  He is there to speak on behalf of our country and president.   
d. We are the voice, the on site representative for the kingdom of heaven!  It is our duty to represent our leader and to speak to this foreign world on His behalf!

e. Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."   NIV
f. We don’t minister by our own strength or abilities, but we relay on the Holy Spirit to work through us.

g. Jesus is not going to go around the world appearing to people and telling them of the good news.  He said that is our job.
3. Equip us for victory.

a. What did Jesus say in verses 18 and 19 of Matthew chapter 28?  “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.  GO. . . “
b. In Mark 16 he said,  “These signs will follow those who believe”  

c. In John 14:12-14 he said, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. NIV
d. He wants us to minister to the needs of humanity just as He did!
4. Expand the Kingdom.
a. What was Jesus trying to tell us?  “There is only one of me.  If all of you go and do what I do in my name we can reach so many more people!”

b. Check it out!  This was the original multi-level marketing program introduced on the planet Earth.  If you go and tell your six friends, and they go tell their six friends, and so on and so on.
c. Jesus wanted to multiply the kingdom, not just add.
d. Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  NIV

WHAT IS OUR RESPONSE?

1.  Be willing to be used by God.
a. Our first reaction is to disqualify ourselves.  “How could God use me?”  Why would God use me?”
b. Matthew 22:14 tells us that “Many are ( KJV - called) invited, but few are chosen."  NIV

· EXAMPLE:   “Who wants to be on my church softball team?”  (Called or invited)
· [When people raise their hand say, “Great, I choose you and you. . . .”]
· God is simply looking for people who want to get involved.

c. Isaiah 6:8-9 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?"  And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"   9 He said, "Go and tell this people: . . . NIV  

d. 1 Corinthians 1:27-31 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence. 30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God--and righteousness and sanctification and redemption-- 31 that, as it is written, "He who glories, let him glory in the LORD."   NKJV
e. Guess what?  You qualify!  God wants you on His team.
2. Be humble & pure.
a. John the Baptist said, “I must decrease and He must increase.”  What a great picture of humility.
b. It’s not based upon me or my ability.  I am simply a vessel for the Spirit of God to operate through.

c. EXAMPLE:  [Pour a glass of water from the pitcher and hand it to someone in the front row.] 
· Who gave you the water?

· Many of you would say that I did.  But was it really me? Or was it the pitcher?

· The pitcher was the avenue I used to get it to you.

d.  EXAMPLE:  Bring out the garden hose.  If I was going to turn this on and spray you with water, who made you wet?
e. We are simply the vessel or avenue for God’s power to flow through.  When we see God heal someone through us when we pray.  Be careful.  Don’t become puffed up.  “Look at me.  Look what I did.”  No, we simply say, I was the vessel God used for His healing power to pass through.
f. Philippians 2:13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.  NIV 

g. 2 Timothy 2:20-21  In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. 21 If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.   NIV
h. 1 John 4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.  NIV
3.   Be filled with the Holy Spirit.
a. Jesus commanded them to wait for the promise.  (Acts 1:4)
b. Don’t pray for the sick, don’t witness, don’t start to evangelize, just wait for the power and presence of my Holy Spirit!

c. Zechariah 4:6 So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty. NIV

d. In Acts 2 the Day of Pentecost came.  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in other tongues.

e. Look what happens next.  Peter stands up to preach and 3000 men surrender their hearts and lives to Jesus Christ!
f. We need the power of God to work with us.

g. God’s super on our natural makes a supernatural combination!

4. Be bold to step out with what you have.  
a. In Acts chapter three when Peter & John went into the temple to pray they were confronted by a cripple man begging for money.  

b. Acts 3:6 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."  NIV

c. Acts 4:29-31 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."   31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. NIV

d. Take the initiative.  Be bold to step out with what you have.  Be confident that the Holy Spirit is with you to minister and touch other people’s lives with the power of God.
CLOSING
1. It’s up to us!  
2. God believes in you.  The eternal fate of literally thousands of people depends upon you and me.

3. Are you willing to be God’s ambassador?

4. God anxiously waits for someone to say, “Here I am Lord, use me!”
5. God x 0 = 0    God x 1 = 1,000,000,000,000 . . . unlimited!
6. Close in prayer.
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