Endurance

By: Rev. Andrea Castner-Wyatt

Itis winter in New England, but we are
sturdy types! Perhaps we are
enduring the rigors of winter
weather. Perhaps we are enduring
storms of ill health; our own, or with
those we love. Perhaps there are
challenges in our work or family life.
As Christians, we are called to a
peculiar mix of endurance and hope.
Sometimes this is really challenging,
in our own lives, in the life of the
world we live in. Jesus had some
words for us in early November, just
after our national election. (Sermon:
11/13/16; Gospel: Luke 21: 5-19) I'd
like to share them with you again as
we continue forward into a New Year.
May God’s peace be with each of you.

“By your
endurance you
will gain your
souls” Luke 21:19
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Jesus is with us. And he has
something to say to us, in our
particular time and place. This is what
he has to say: “Calm down. It’s not
the end of the world. It’s not.”
Actually, he’s been saying that to us as
kingdoms of this world rise and fall for
2,000 years now. When unimaginable
catastrophe happens, and it does,
over and over again, Jesus says: stay
focused; don’t get too caught up in
doomsday  scenarios, dystopian
forecasts, apocalyptic predictions of
panicking pundits.

In times of trial, we must endure. By
our endurance, we gain our souls.
Jesus is, as always, timely and
targeted. He reminds us that
ultimately, our citizenship belongs to
the Kingdom of God. As kingdoms of
this world rise and fall, our true
allegiance is to God.

God’s love, God’s healing, God’s
justice, God’s hope. God’s radical
welcome. We are sent into the
kingdoms of this world to serve in
God’s name. Endurance. When
everything around us crashes down,
we keep moving, in faith and hope.

January /
February

Annual Report Deadline
The Grace Episcopal Church Annual

Meeting will be held Sunday, February 12,
2017. All Committee, Guild, and Commission
reports are due to the Church Office no later

than Thursday, January 12, 2017.

The sun rises. We feed the children,
bury the dead, do the dishes, care for
the sick, shelter the homeless,
continue to proclaim this place as a
place of sanctuary and healing and
safety in a climate of uncertainty and
fear. Can Grace Church, right here, be
a beacon of hope even brighter as we
continue our ministries of outreach
and inclusion??

Episcopal Bishop (in Pennsylvania)
Audrey Scanlon wrote, on
Wednesday (Facebook 11/9/16):
“And so this morning, our call as
Christians to participate in God’s
mission has not changed: feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, care for the
poor. Reach out to the margins and
welcome in the stranger, lift up the
downtrodden, make free the
oppressed. This includes women,
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LGBTQI brothers and sisters, Muslims,
refugees and all those subject to the
sin of racism. Pray for peace, strive to

Lef us run wifh endurance fhe race
{hat is sef beiore us,
looking fo Jesus, the iounder
and periecter of our iaith

end gun violence, bind up the wounds
of those who ache. Love vyour
neighbor as vyourself. That’s what
matters.”

Wikipedia has an interesting
definition of the word ‘endurance.’
Endurance is “the ability of an
organism to exert itself and remain
active for a long period of time, as
well as its ability to resist, withstand,
recover from, and have immunity to
trauma, wounds, or fatigue.” In other
words, Resilience. Endurance is not

passive. God is at work in the midst of

tribulation, preparing the way for new
life. God is tilling the soil and planting
seeds of new hope, a new future.

Endurance as active resistance. By
our endurance we gain our souls.
Poet Wendell Berry has a poem that
begins: “If we will have the wisdom to
survive,/to stand like slow-growing
trees/ on a ruined place, renewing,
enriching it...” In this vision,
endurance is gradual; but active and
intentional. (“A Vision,” from The
Selected Poems of Wendell Berry)

Luke has Jesus talking about
Solomon’s  grand  Temple in
Jerusalem. A powerful worldly
institution. It was unthinkable that it
should ever be destroyed. We think
Luke wrote his Gospel in about the
year 85. The Temple in Jerusalem was
destroyed in the year 70. So Luke is
writing in the aftermath of this earth-
shattering event, trying to make
sense, for his community, of what has
happened. Luke puts it into the

mouth of Jesus as a prediction, a
warning for the future. Jesus says
‘trust in God when terrible things
happen.” Trust in God in times of
catastrophe, of persecution, of
betrayal. Trust in God when
everything around us seems to be
crumbling. God will keep us safe. Not
a hair on our heads will be hurt.
Beware of false, apocalyptic
prophets. Trust in God. Keep loving
and healing. By our endurance we
gain our souls.

Our Massachusetts Bishop Alan Gates
put out a statement on Wednesday
(www.diomass.org, 11/9/16); some
very wise words that bear repeating:
“Forbearance is a virtue tested not
when we are in harmony, but when
we are divided. Sacrifice is a
discipline called for not in the face of
prosperity but in the face of
adversity. Hope is a manifestation of
faith rendered meaningful not by
certainty but by anxiety. Christ calls
us, in this moment, individually and
communally, to forbearance, sacrifice
and hope.” Another definition,
perhaps, today, of endurance.

A few weeks ago, Chuck and | visited
ancient monasteries on an island in
the North Atlantic — Ireland. We
stood inside stone churches that have
endured for over 1,000 vyears,
weathering storms of natural and
human catastrophe. It makes you
think about time, about kingdoms
rising and falling, the Gospel
enduring. I've been reading Thomas
Cahill’s history on How the Irish Saved
Civilization. When the Roman Empire
fell — another human institution
whose demise was unthinkable —and
invading barbarians cast classical
civilizations into the Dark Ages, it was
in Ireland that learning was
preserved.

On this remote island on the western
edge of Europe — a place the Romans
never bothered, or dared, to invade —
monks like St. Patrick built little
beehive huts out of stone. There they

copied and illuminated manuscripts
and burned the candle of faith. Later
they spread that faith back across
Europe and the world. In dark times
of human history, the light of faith
and literacy can endure. Can we be
like those ancient monasteries, a light
in our darkness??

2,000 years ago, Jesus spoke to us.
He said: kingdoms of this world will
rise and fall. Stay grounded. It’s not
the end of the world. Don’t panic.
Especially in times of trial, you are
held in God’s hands. Your allegiance
is to the kingdom of God. In the
kingdoms of the world, you will serve.
So put your body where your prayer
is. By your endurance, your active
and intentional resistance, you will
gain your soul.

One of those early Irish monks, St.
Brendan the Navigator, was born in
484. At the age of 93, Brendan set out
from the Dingle Peninsula in a little
wooden boat covered in leather, with
a square sail. Searching for the
Garden of Eden, Brendan began an
epic journey into the perils of the
North Atlantic Sea in winter. Legend
has it that St. Brendan “discovered”
this place - North America - some 500
years before the Vikings, 1,000 years
before Columbus. History or blarney?
We don’t know. But we do have his
prayer. Let it be our prayer, setting
out in uncharted, stormy waters:

The Prayer of St. Brendan the

Navigator
G1 StLI YsS a2
and into the unknown.
Give me the faith to leave old wayasnd
break fresh ground with You.
Christof the mysteries, | trust Yoto be
stronger than each storm within me.
| will trust in the darkness and know
that my times, even now, are in Your
hand.
Tune my spirit to the music of heaven,
and somehow, make my obedience
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Grace Sunday
School

Children’s Minister, Melissa Botelho

A BIG Thank You to our church school
teachers, parents, children, and everyone
who helped to show us the way to
Bethlehem and bring this years Advent
pageant to life.

What’s Happening....

U Church School classes resume
January 8, 2017

0  Children’s liturgy January 15 &
February 19, 2017

Kids JAM February 12t from
12-2pm during the Annual
Meeting. We will be making
bread for the February 19t
service

Worship Bags are available for children
at the back of the church for use during
the service. They contain a weekly child
oriented bulletin and various activities
and quiet games. Please return the bags
with games and crayons after the service.

I
It Takes a Village !

Let’s talk Safe Church! Keep your eyes
peeled. There are lots of places at Grace
that little kids can wonder off to. An adult
should pick up the children at 11:55am in
the church school area. The children are
not dismissed from their classrooms
unattended or with another church
school aged sibling.

If you have not yet
registered your child for
Church School, please let
the teacher know or see

Melissa Botelho for
registration information.
Any child age 3 through

Grade 5 is welcome in
Church School

Thank you to all the Church School
children and families who are
participating with the weekly Offering
Envelopes. The Church School Children
have been given individual offering
envelopes during Church School and are
invited to bring these donation envelopes
weekly to help the mission and ministry
of Grace Church. The envelopes are
collected in Children’s Chapel and
presented at the Offertory by
representatives of Church School classes,
or may be placed in the offering plate
during Children’s Liturgy Sundays. If your
child has not received their Offering
Envelopes, please speak to your
classroom teachegs.

Angel Tree Program
By Charlene Ryder, Coordinator

Thanks to all of you who participated in
the Angel Tree Program, we had another
successful year. This ministry to the
children, who have an incarcerated
parent at Christmas, was possible
through your donations, gift purchases,
and your help with organizing and
delivering the gifts. Through this ministry,
Grace was able to provide Christmas gifts
to 17 families/41 children. Thank you!

WINTER WEATHER
ADVISORY

During the winter season, our

Wednesday 10am service will be
cancelled if the New Bedford Public
Schools are cancelled or delayed for
inclement weather on that day.

Attention Acolytes!

Acolyte Parents, Subdeacons,
Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors,
Ushers & Greeters

The next Schedule is for the Sundays of
Lent-Easter-Pentecost March 1—June 11
(Also Ash Wednesday, March 1, and
Thursday, Friday and Saturday of Holy
Week, April 13-16). Please let the Verger
know if you have restrictions on when
you can serve, cyclical patterns, or
requests to serve or not serve on specific
dates. Request are due February 5.
Please email requests to
GTCroteau@comcast.net or to
verger@gracechurchnb.org

Grace After School Program

We currently have 23 students enrolled
and an additional 5 which are contracted
for vacation weeks only! These additional
5 students are those who have enjoyed
our Summer Program and utilize the
program as a way for not only support but
to also keep active with the program. We
currently have enrollment openings. For
information, contact Donna L. Pires,
508.961.1622. We accept PACE Vouchers.
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Liturgy & Liturgical
Ministry

Season of Epiphany

Now we are in the throes of winter and in
the liturgical season of Epiphany, the
feria (the color of the season) for the
Sundays after Epiphany is green as it is
considered “ordinary time.” This season
can be anywhere between four to nine
weeks long, depending on the date of
Easter, which governs when Ash
Wednesday falls. This year Epiphany is
eight weeks long. That being said, as the
liturgical calendar doesn’t really follow
the standard calendar we use in the rest
of our lives, January First is actually still in
the season of Christmas, which is the
shortest liturgical season of the vyear,
being only twelve days long. Ordinarily
the Sunday after Christmas (the eighth
day of Christmas) is called First Christmas,
but this year a holy day falls on this
Sunday, as the first is the Feast of the
Holy Name of Jesus (formerly the Feast of
the Circumcision). When a major holy day
falls on a Sunday, it trumps whatever
other designation the Sunday may have
had. Thus instead of the readings for the
First Sunday of Christmas, we use the
readings for the Feast of the Holy Name.
Jesus’ Name is the Latinized version of the
Greek version (Incolic) of a Hebrew name
Yeshuah (Joshua). In effect Jesus and
Joshua are different versions of the same
name. The letters that appear in the
golden circle on the ceiling of the chancel
may look like “IHS”, but they are actually
the first three letters in Greek of Jesus’
name” ’Inc”. Healing prayers will be
offered at all three services that
weekend, as it is the first weekend of the
month.

The actual date of the Feast of Epiphany
is January 6, officially marking the end of
the Christmas Season. The First Sunday
after Epiphany we celebrate the Baptism
of Jesus. This is one of the four Sundays
of the year when Baptisms customarily
occur. The color is still white at this point.
That same afternoon at 4pm, Grace will
celebrate a tradition that goes back, as far
as we can tell, at least a hundred years;
the Epiphany Festival of Lights. It is a

combination of evensong, pageant and
Lessons and Carols which seems to be
unique to us. Thirty-five lay ministers, the
majority of our Acolytes, are needed to fill
all the roles required for this service. It
symbolizes bringing the Light and Word of
Christ to the whole world-- the inclusion
of the Gentiles. At the end of the service,
this is made manifest as we all file out of
the Church into the world, our candles lit.
It concludes our festivities of the joyful
season, and after it the trappings of
Christmas disappear from the Church.
The following weekend, January 14-15 is
the Second Sunday after Epiphany; the
color changes to green, and there will be
Children’s Liturgy at the ten-o’clock
service.

January 21-22 is the Third Sunday after
Epiphany with regular services. January
28-29, the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany,
is Outreach Sunday at Grace, when we
honor the various outreach services and
the volunteers who make them happen.
February 5 is the Fourth Sunday after
Epiphany; that weekend, healing prayers
will be offered at all three services. After
this the following weekends, the Sundays
of Epiphany, unfold. During February,
Children’s Sunday is February 19. The
Last Sunday of Epiphany is the weekend
of February 25-26. We then begin the
Season of Lent.

Wednesday in January

& February

At Wednesday'’s Eucharists we will be
celebrating: Epiphany on January 4,
Alred of Rievault on January 11;
Confession of St. Peter on January 18;
Conversion of St. Paul on January 25;
The Presentation of Jesus in the
Temple on February 1; Cornelius the
Centurion on February 8; Absalom
Jones on February 15; St. Matthias
(the apostle that replaced Judas
Iscariot) on February 22. The
following Wednesday, March 1 is Ash
Wednesday.

There is a place
for YOU in the
Music Ministry at
Grace Church !

4

MUSIC MINISTRY

The Handbell Choir

Rehearsals on Sundays from 11:15am
until noon. Some music reading ability is
helpful. Rehearsals resume on Sunday,
January 22.

Youth Choir

Open to all children and youth in grade 2
and above. Rehearsals each Wednesday,
6:30-7:30pm in Rodman Hall.

Grace Church Choir

Invites adult singers and older youth.
Rehearsals each Sunday at 8:30am in
Rodman Hall. We sing for the 10am
Service from September through early
June.

Welcome Claire Morck & Alexia Blais to
the Grace Church Choir, and Lauren
Green, Samuel Green & Maya Lussier to
the Youth Choir.
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Stewardship

For the people who do not know me,
my name is Beth Sharp-McKay, and |
am the chairperson of the
Stewardship Committee. As all of you
know, this year’s stewardship
campaign’s theme is  “Living
Generously”. First, | want to thank
those who have already turned in
their pledge for 2017. As of
December 23", we have received 140
pledges totaling $198,544 Our goal is
to have 100% participation in

pledging and to have a total of

$250,000. To give you more of an
idea, we send out about 300 letters
each year and the goal of $250,000
does not cover the entire budget; in
fact, it’s less than half of the budget.
After analyzing the numbers, looking
at the number of increases and
decreases in pledge amounts and the
number of new pledges, and
comparing them from last year to this
year’s campaign, we are definitely
moving in the right direction.
However, we are approximately

$51,000 short from our goal of

$250,000 for the 2017 Campaign.

| would like to take you back a few
years, when | first came to Grace
Church. Jim, my husband, was raised
in the Episcopal church most of his
life. However, for me, | was raised in
a Methodist church back in Indiana.

And, year after year, | saw my

parents, grandparents and great aunt
and uncle “tithe” to the Methodist

church. They were very active in their

church, maybe that is why | am so

involved here at Grace, and | think

that God has a part in it as well. As |

reflect, | don’t remember learning
what the definition of tithing was-
giving 10% back to God- as a child or
even as a young adult. | knew that

they wrote a check and placed it in
the offering plate each Sunday. So, |
followed suit as a young adult in

college. However, | truly did not
understand the meaning of giving
money to the church at that time.

Now, jumping forward to the present.
Through my journey of faith here at
Grace over the last 6-7 years, | have
learned about giving faithfully back to
God what He has given to me. | have
learned that what | have is not really
mine, but it is God’s. He asks us to
give back to Him so He can do the
good work for the people in our
community. When we do this, the
church then thrives and helps people
in need — the ones in our community
as well as us, the parishioners here at
Grace. Our money, no let me correct
that- God’s money, is used to support
the ministries here at Grace Church:
Laundry Love, Community Breakfast,
and Food Pantry, Sunset Social, ESOL
classes, After School Program, our
youth and children ministries, etc.

When we trust and put faith in God
that He will provide no matter what,
then we can give without hesitations.
We receive abundance of joy, gifts,
love, money, friendship, family, etc. |
have to give my husband, Jim, the
credit for teaching me what it means
to give faithfully and believing that
God will provide for us. Trust me, it

was a process, with many discussions
between us. But now, | give freely.
However, | am not perfect and | still
struggle at times, but | give more
freely than before. For this year’s
campaign, as Jim and | were filling out
the pledge card, | stated the amount
of money that we were giving per
week. However, when | calculated
that total for the year, | realized that
it was $10 more a week than last year.
| tried to change my idea, which is the
old ‘Beth’, but then | determined and
realized that God was speaking to me,
and He wanted to test my faith in
Him.

And so, | want to put a challenge out
to each one of you. Do you have faith
that God will provide for you? If so,
then please consider increasing your
pledge this year by some amount- it
could be an additional $1 per week.
$3. $5. $10 dollars per week. Or,
consider increasing by a certain
percentage- 1, 2, 3%. | did some
calculations. If 200 parishioners could
increase their pledge by let’s say- $3
per week which equals an additional
S156 in a year for a family (for some
that is beyond their ability and for
others, it is manageable). So if you
take 200 families times $156 per
week, then we would have an
additional $31,200 to give back to
God so our ministries here continue
to flourish and to help those in need.

Some are giving what they can.
Regardless of the amount, this means
so much to Grace Church, Chris,
Andrea, and more importantly to
God. So then maintain that amount
as you do. Many of us may have the
ability to give more and we should
seriously and prayerfully consider
increasing our pledge by .
You put in the amount, whatever God
calls you to do.

Thank you and God bless each and
every one of you.

Beth Sharp-McKay

Stewardship Committee Chairperson
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2017
Nomination Slate

This slate is to be accepted at the
Grace Episcopal Church Annual
Meeting on Sunday, February 12,
2017. Please let Chris know if you are
interested in serving in one of the
positions where there are
absences (Mission Hub and Deanery)
or if you would like more information
about these.

Senior Warden

Sharlene Begley
Junior Warden

Charlie Capizano
Treasurer

Dana Sargent
Assistant Treasurer

Betsy Pye
Clerk

Diana Ukleja

3 Year Vestry Term, 2017-
2020 (four)

1. Nadine Gomes

2. Jennifer Clarke

3. Ryan Shea

4. John Evans

Convention Delegates (two)
1. Anne Gundersen
2. Diana Ukleja

Convention Alternates (two)
1. Mike Blais
2. Allen Decker

Deanery Representatives (five)
1. Billy Boyce
2. Charlene Ryder
3. Tom Cabral
4,
5.

Episcopal City Mission

Representatives (two)
1. Damien Montague
2. Maggie Boyce

Mission Hub Representatives (two)
1.
2.

Inter-Church Council (one)
1. Paula Cabral

Teller (one)
1. Norma Bossé
Thank you...
To Our Retiring Vestry Members

As we welcome new members to our
vestry, on behalf of the whole parish |
want to especially thank our outgoing
members. This year’s outgoing vestry
members - James McKay, James
Montague, and Andy Sylvia - will each
be greatly missed. Although they are
stepping away from the vestry, | know
that each one will continue to serve
God and God’s people in many other
ways. | am truly grateful for the
leadership they have demonstrated
and their thoughtfulness, their heart,
and their generosity of spirit which
have so enriched our vestry in so
many different ways.

Gratefully,

Chris +

Vestry Notes

At its September meeting, the Vestry
voted as follows:

Approved a motion to set aside the
$3,000 contribution from St. Aiden’s
Chapel and let the Rector and
Wardens  determine its  final
disposition.

At its October meeting the Vestry
Voted as follows: Approved a motion
to permit the Sine Nomine Choral
Group to offer complimentary wine
following their concert on January 21,
2017.

Approved the proposed Action Plan
for the 2014 Audit.

Accepted the 2015 Parish and GASSP
Audit, including letter, with changes,
and two questionnaires.

Accepted the revised 2016 Post-Audit
Strategic Plan of Action.

Accepted, via E-Vote, the Slate of
Nominations for the Annual Meeting.,

Warrant For
Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting of Grace
Episcopal Church of New

Bedford, Massachusetts
Will be held at 11:30am on Sunday,
February 12, 2017 at Grace House,
School Street, New Bedford for the
purpose of:

Election of four Vestry persons to
serve three years;

Election of a Senior Warden and a
Junior Warden, a Treasurer, an
Assistant Treasurer, and a Clerk;

Considering and voting upon such
other business as may properly come
before the meeting.

By Order of the Vestry,
Elizabeth Pye, Clerk

Laundry Love

The next two Laundry Love
events will be held on Jan.30th
and Feb.27th. They take place
at Super Laundromat, 80
Summer St. from 3-6 PM. The
South Coast Health van will
also be available for wellness
screenings for our guests. All
are welcome to observe or
help. Any questions, just see
Tom Cabral or Travis Bowie.
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From the Senior
Warden

By Sharlene Begley

As | got out of my car last Sunday
morning before the 10 am service, |
heard the bells of Grace ringing. How
long had it been? What a welcome
sound!!! As the scaffolding comes
down, we can clearly see our
beautiful new steeple with the
restored cross gleaming atop. | am
reminded of how much has been
accomplished during 2016.

Looking ahead, there is still much to
do. Jr Warden Charlie Capizano and
Team Property will continue their
work to ensure that our buildings
provide a safe and efficient
environment for both ourselves and
the community at large that we strive
to serve. |lam particularly thankful for
all their work this year.

| am also reminded of some of the
discussion about how we take care of
each other at the last Annual
Meeting. We spend many hours
doing the work we are called to do in
the Greater New Bedford community
but we also need to spend time on
taking care of ourselves and each
other in order to do this work. | hope
that we can broaden this discussion in
the coming year. The effort will take
time and the energy of volunteers but
it is a conversation we should have.

Speaking of volunteers, there are so
many | am grateful for. Many give so
much of their time and talents to
carry out Grace's outreach work as
well as to keep the church
"running". Atthistime, | would like to
particularly thank a group that came
into being this year as we transitioned
to a one-person office. These
individuals volunteered to cover the
office when there was no coverage on
any given day, ensuring that the office
has remained open on its regular
schedule throughout the year. They
have answered phones, let people

into the office, opened mail, filed and
responded to requests for
information, among many other
tasks. A sincere thank you to: Paula
Cabral, Diana Ukleja, Gerry Lopes,
Roberta Igler, Jeanne Greenhalgh,
Betsy Pye, Jerré Crouteau, Judy Knox
and Pauline Roderiques. Your
dedication to this effort has been a
blessing to Grace over the past year.

| would like to end this year by
thanking all of you for everything you
do for Grace......and for those we
serve. Tenyears ago when | relocated
back to this area, | visited several
churches in the area before making
my way back to Grace, my childhood
church home. | am so blessed to be
back in the Grace family.

The
Grace in Community Committee
has gratefully received notification
that its application for a grant from
BayCoast Bank has been approved for
$60,000, to be distributed over a
three-year period. This is the third
award since the partners in
community initiative began: Chase
Farm Animal Hospital and Nye
Lubricants generously provided the
earlier grants. There is every
expectation that the effort will be
intensified in the new year, seeking
more partnerships as we continue to
restore and maintain this historic
place in service to the Greater New
Bedford area.

The Grace Bells

Originally arriving September 29,
1882, the 10, cast bronze bells of
Grace are each inscribed with one of
the following lines from Lord Alfred
Tennyson’s “In Memoriam”:

“Ring out the old, ring in the new.
Ring out the false, ring in the true.
Ring out the feud of rich and poor.
Ring in redress to all mankind.

Ring out the want, the care, the sin.
Ring in the love of truth and right.
Ring in the common love of good.
Ring out the thousand wars of old.
Ring in the thousand years of peace.”

The largest bell (pictured above)
completes the stanza with:

“Ring out the darkness of the light,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.”

Also inscribed on the large bell is the
attribution:

“This chime the gift of Stephen G.
Driscol. First rung Christmas Eve,
1882.”
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MISSED OUT?
OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY

Altar

Flowers
You can
sponsor the
altar flowers
for January &
February!
Every Sunday

. our altar
flowers are a testimony to those we
love. If you would like to honor a special
person’s memory, their anniversary,
birthday, or other significant event,
giving altar flowers can be a visible sign
of your love or gratitude.

After the 10-0’clock service, the flowers
are wrapped and sent to someone who is
ill or unable to attend services. There are
forms for this purpose and envelopes
marked “Flower Fund” in the back of the
church and in the lobby of All Saints’
Chapel. Put the form and your
contribution in the envelope and either
place it in the offering plate or give it to
Charlene Ryder: cryder22@comcast.net
or 508.728.4374. (Please note there are
no flowers on the Altar during Lent
March1-April 14).

Inter-Generational
Confirmation Class

Our Confirmation Program continues
with a class on January 22" on Holy
Scripture, and another on February 5%
about the Book of Common Prayer.
Remember, these classes are also being
offered as an Adult Forum, open to all
friends and members of Grace Church!

High School Retreat —
February 3 - 5!!

Registration is open for the 2017 High
School Retreat, Friday-Sunday, Feb. 3-5,
at the Barbara C. Harris Camp and
Conference Center in Greenfield, N.H.
The weekend retreat features small
group workshops, indoor and outdoor
games, worship to get everyone moving
and thinking, music by a live band and
some much-needed time away from the
rush of everyday life in order to pay more
attention to the Spirit of God in our lives.
Scholarship support is available, as is bus
transportation. Registration closes when
capacity is reached, or on Jan. 30, 2017.

Episcopal Youth Event

The Office of Youth Ministry is now
accepting applications to attend the
national Episcopal Youth Event (EYE), July
10-14, 2017. Hundreds of young people
will gather at the University of Central
Oklahoma in Edmond, Okla., for this
triennial event. EYE is for young people in
grades 9-12 and their adult mentors.
Some fundraising by participants will be
required to cover travel costs. There are a
limited number of registrations allowed
from each diocese, so early application is
encouraged. The online application is
available here. The registration deadline
is Feb. 1, 2017, or whenever the trip
reaches capacity. FOR INFORMATION:
The Rev. H. Mark Smith, Office of Youth
Ministry (617-482-4826, ext. 215 or
hmsmith@diomass.org).

Winter Camp at Barbara
Harris Camp

Winter Camp at the Barbara C. Harris
Camp and Conference Center in
Greenfield, N.H., takes place during
Massachusetts public school winter
vacation, Monday-Saturday, Feb. 20-25,
2017. Programs are available for young
people in grades 4 through 11. Rates are
$600-S660 for the week, with financial aid
available. The camp is committed to
having every child at camp who would like
to come, and will give as much financial
aid as necessary to relieve the burden for
families in need. FOR INFORMATION: The
Rev. H. Mark Smith, Office of Youth
Ministry (617-482-4826, ext. 215 or
hmsmith@diomass.org).

The City of New Bedford
&
Pilgrim United Church of Christ
PRESENT
Annual
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day

Community Program
WORDS FOR A NEW
GENERATION
Sunday, January 15, 2017 4pm
Pilgrim United Church of Christ
365 Purchase Street,

New Bedford
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Grace Church Brick & Mortar
~ by Dune Jewelry

Sterling bracelets, rings, tie
clips and wine corks hand
crafted with Grace Church’s
1800’s tower brick are still
available! All proceeds benefit
the Grace Restoration Fund.
Contact Donna Pires or the
main office for details and
February discounts... Buy
Once, Give Twice!

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Restoration Fund ~ In
Memory of: Joseph & Anna
Gracia, Harvey & Grace
Greenhalgh, John & Mary
Greenhalgh, Conrad & Rose
Lamontagne, George,
Monica & Florence Lucchesi,
George Shepley.

In Honor of: Rev. Morck,
Rev. Garrett

Scholarship Fund~ In
Memory of: Nina Gelette
Flower Fund ~ In Memory
of: Rick Bowie

Food Pantry~ In Memory
of: Robert A. Corbett


mailto:cryder22@comcast.net
callto:508.728.4374
mailto:hmsmith@diomass.org
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Bittersweet Bazaar
By: Andrew Sylvia

On behalf of the ministries that the
bazaar support, | am proud to
announce that we brought in around
$11,000 this year (as of this writing
still a few expenses to iron out), which
will be divided up during our
disbursement meeting in January.
We want to thank everyone who
donated items, baked goods, made
soups, made handcrafted items,
spent money on a raffle, came to
unpack and set up Grandma’s Attic,
hauled items from the undercroft to
Rodman Hall. | hesitate to try and
name everyone, but some who
deserve a little extra notice include:

Mark Jeffrey ~ It is an honor to have
worked alongside Mark for the last
few vyears,
privilege to call him a friend. Mark’s
year round efforts to stock the Silent
Auction, and promote Grace's

ministries make him a true steward of

Grace.

Donna Pires ~ Donna’s tireless efforts
to round up items for the basket raffle
and her initiation of the Brick &
Mortar jewelry.

Bob Vowell ~ Bob ran the Luncheon
again this year, taking time out of an
increasingly busy schedule to run like
an efficient (and yummy) machine.
Michael Jodoin ~ Michael is an
unsung hero. He shows up and
unboxes 80%
without being asked and makes life so
much easier on that side.

Ned and Barbara Hines ~ They come
and setup, are always prepared, and
always willing to assist.
professionalism and
have been greatly appreciated.
Zelinda Douhan ~ Gets the word out,
and keeps the chairs on their toes!!

For the fourth and final time, | had the

pleasure to co-chair the Bittersweet
Bazaar. | look forward to assisting the

new chairs (whomever they will be!)
in making future events a success.

and an even greater

of Grandma’s Attic

Their
commitment

Food Pantry

By: Sharlene Begley, Coordinator

It feels like the last piece of restoration of
the flood of 2014 is finally coming
together. When the basement flooded in
July 2014, along with everything else that
was "lost", the Food Pantry lost its serving
and order preparation areas as well as
storage space. As we close out 2016, the
pantry now serves its clients in the much
more spacious area of the church
library. And we are completing the last
step of organizing our new preparation
and storage areas in the space that was
temporarily used as an office while the
lower level was renovated.

Sometimes, good things do happen when
we are presented with a challenge. After
the flood, we could no longer use the
lower level hallway to serve clients. The
alternative was the library and that has
been a positive move in  many
ways. There is much more space
available and clients and food pantry
workers are no longer "clogging" the
hallway outside the church offices two
mornings a week. Even more important,
we no longer have clients waiting outside
in the cold weather, or rain and snow,
while waiting to be served. We are able
to welcome them into the library to take
a seat while they wait for the pantry to
open or wait for their order while it is
prepared downstairs. We've even had
clients volunteer to help with pantry set
up in the library as they have sat waiting
for us to open! And the food pantry
volunteers are no longer falling over each
other trying to prepare orders in a small
space....... and | am no longer hitting my
head on the ceiling of the old preparation
area which had a very low ceiling!!!.

The old office space was recently cleaned
and the walls and floor painted by one of
our volunteers, Chuck Cotter. Then
Chuck, along with assistance from Jack
Whiteside, assembled sturdy metal
shelving for the new area. We are
grateful for the many hours Chuck put
into the project and the time Jack spent
helping with the assembly of the
shelves. The shelving was donated by
Somerset Federal Credit Union and we
are thankful for that donation which will
serve us well for many years. Finally, a
commercial grade refrigerator and

double freezer were delivered. This new
equipment replaced two old freezers
which were not energy efficient and were
constantly in need of defrosting. The new
units provide expanded and reliable
storage for items needing to be kept cold
or frozen. As a result, we have been able
to take advantage of Greater Boston Food
Bank offerings requiring such storage and
offer more products to our clients. The
new units were funded by a combination
of a generous donation by a parish family,
a grant and the donations of many
parishioners. We are truly blessed in this
new area.

Finally, although the main purpose of this
area is for the use of the Food Pantry, like
many other areas of the church
"campus", the space can be used for
other purposes as well. If a large meeting
or conference is being held at Grace, the
room can serve to host a meeting with
the addition of a table and
seating. During the bazaar this year, the
youth of the parish set the space up to
offer books for sale.

The pantry continues to meet the needs
of many in the Greater New Bedford
Area. We are open on Wednesday and
Friday mornings from 9:30 to 10:30 and
"set-up" starts at approximately 8:30 on
those mornings. We also pick up a
delivery from the Greater Boston Food
Bank twice a month, the second and
fourth Tuesday mornings. We are always
grateful for more volunteers to help with
that effort.

UNGES
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January 2017

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, January 1, 2017
Grace Pilgrimage Commitment due
date

7:30am Community Breakfast
8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite |
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
11:15am Handbell Choir Practice
Monday, January 2, 2017

NEW YEAR'S observed

Tuesday, January 3, 2017

6:00pm ESOL

Wednesday, January 4, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry

10:00am Holy Eucharist and Healing
11:00am Staff Meeting

6:30pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 5, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Friday, January 6, 2017

9:30am Food Pantry

Saturday, January 7, 2017
5:00pm Rite Il Holy Eucharist
Sunday, January 8, 2017

7:30am Community Breakfast
8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite |
8:30am Choir Rehearsal

10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
w/Baptism

11:00am Church School and Youth
Group

11:15am Handbell Choir Practice
4:00pm Festival of Lights Epiphany
Service

Tuesday, January 10, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Wednesday, January 11, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry

10:00am Holy Eucharist and Healing
6:30pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 12, 2017
Annual Reports due date

6:00pm ESOL

Friday, January 13, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry
Saturday, January 14, 2017
5:00pm Rite Il Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 15, 2017
7:30am Community Breakfast
8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite |
8:30am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
Children’s Sunday

11:00am Church School and Youth
Group

11:15am Handbell Choir Practice
Monday, January 16, 2017

MLK DAY

Tuesday, January 17, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Wednesday, January 18, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry

10:00am Holy Eucharist and Healing
6:30pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 19, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Friday, January 20, 2017

9:30am Food Pantry

Saturday, January 21, 2017
5:00pm Rite Il Holy Eucharist
7:30pm Sine Nomine Concert
Sunday, January 22, 2017

7:30am Community Breakfast
8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite |
8:30am Choir Rehearsal

10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
11:00am Anglicanism 3: Scripture
11:00am Church School and Youth
Group

11:15am Handbell Choir Practice
12:00pm Childrens Teachers meeting
Tuesday, January 24, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Wednesday, January 25, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry

10:00am Holy Eucharist and Healing
11:00am Staff Meeting

6:30pm Vestry Meeting

6:30pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 26, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

6:30pm Worship Commission
meeting

Friday, January 27, 2017

9:30am Food Pantry

Saturday, January 28, 2017
Annual Reports available

5:00pm Rite Il Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 29, 2017
Outreach Sunday

7:30am Community Breakfast
8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite |
8:30am Choir Rehearsal

10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
11:00am Church School and Youth
Group

11:15am Handbell Choir Practice
Monday, January 30, 2017
3:00pm Laundry Love

Tuesday, January 31, 2017

6:00pm ESOL
Church office hours: Tuesday

through Friday, 9am-noon &
Tpm-3pm

EPIPHANY
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
SUNDAY, JANUARY
8™, 4PM

ANNUAL REPORTS
DUE JANUARY 12™

SINE NOMINE
CONCERT
SATURDAY,
JANUARY 21¢7, 6PM
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February 2017

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wednesday, February 1, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry

10:00am Holy Eucharist and Healing
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:30pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, February 2, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

6:30pm Children and Youth
Commission meeting

Friday, February 3, 2017
Diocesan High School Retreat

9:30am Food Pantry
Saturday, February 4, 2017
Diocesan High School Retreat

5:00pm Rite Il Holy Eucharist
Sunday, February 5, 2017
Diocesan High School Retreat

Signup Deadline: Lay Ministers,
Acolytes, Acolyte Parents, Greeters
and Ushers

7:30am Community Breakfast
8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite |
8:30am Choir Rehearsal

10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite Il, Nate
King Memorial

11:00am Anglicanism 4: Prayer Book
11:00am Church School and Youth
Group

11:15am Handbell Choir Practice
Tuesday, February 7, 2017

6:00pm ESOL

Wednesday, February 8, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry

10:00am Holy Eucharist and Healing
11:00am Staff Meeting

6:30pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, February 9, 2017

6:00pm ESOL

Friday, February 10, 2017

9:30am Food Pantry

Saturday, February 11, 2017
5:00pm Rite Il Holy Eucharist
Sunday, February 12, 2017

7:30am Community Breakfast

8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite |
8:30am Choir Rehearsal

10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
11:00am Annual Meeting with Vestry
Recognition and Commissioning
11:00am Church School and Youth
Group

11:15am Handbell Choir Practice
Tuesday, February 14, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Wednesday, February 15, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry

10:00am Holy Eucharist and Healing
11:00am Staff Meeting

6:30pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, February 16, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Friday, February 17, 2017

9:30am Food Pantry

Saturday, February 18, 2017
5:00pm Rite Il Holy Eucharist
Sunday, February 19, 2017
7:30am Community Breakfast

8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite |
8:30am Choir Rehearsal

10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite I,
Children’s Sunday

11:00am Church School and Youth
Group

11:15am Handbell Choir Practice
Monday, February 20, 2017
PRESIDENT'S DAY

Tuesday, February 21, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Wednesday, February 22, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry

10:00am Holy Eucharist and Healing
6:30pm Vestry Meeting
Thursday, February 23, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Friday, February 24, 2017
9:30am Food Pantry

Saturday, February 25, 2017
5:00pm Rite Il Holy Eucharist
Sunday, February 26, 2017
7:30am Community Breakfast
8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite |
8:30am Choir Rehearsal
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
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11:00am Children’s Teachers
meeting

11:00am Church School and Youth
Group

11:15am Handbell Choir Practice
Monday, February 27, 2017
3:00pm Laundry Love

Tuesday, February 28, 2017
6:00pm ESOL

Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Ash Wednesday

9:30am Food Pantry

10:00am Ash Wednesday, Holy
Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes
7:00pm Ash Wednesday, Holy
Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes

Church office hours: Tuesday
through Friday, 9am-noon &
Ipm-3pm

ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 12™
11:30am
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Church Staff

After School Program Staff

Program Director~~~~~ Donna L. Pires
Group Leader Assist~~~~Brianna Pires
Group Leaders~~~~~~~ Kaitlyn Vieira

Courtney Souza
Brittney Dutton

Grace Episcopal Church
133 School Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

508.993.0547
office@gracechurchnb.org
www.gracechurchnb.org

Rector ~~~~~~~~~ Rev. Christopher Morck
Asst. Rector~~~~~~~~ Rev. Andrea Castner Wyatt
Director of Music~~~~~ Brian Roderick

Children’s Minister~~~~Melissa Botelho

Parish Administrator~~~Melissa Rodrigues
Sexton~~~~~~~~~~ Patrick Victor
Verger~~~~~~~~~~ Gérald Croteau

LifeTogether Intern~~~Sydney Webb

Youth Intern~~~~~~ Maggie Boyce
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Wardens & Officers

Senior Warden~~~~~~ Sharlene Begley
Junior Warden~~~~~~ Charles Capizano
Treasurer~~~~~~~~~ Dana Sargent
Assistant Treasurer~~~~Jennifer Clarke
Clerk~~~~~~~~~~~ Elizabeth Pye

Vestry Members 2016

Len Boyce James McKay
Scott Cook James Montague
Samuel St. Gelais Andrew Sylvia
Nadine Gomes Kristen Morgan
Kathleen Towers Michelle Luth
Patricia Nieman Robbie Watkins


mailto:office@gracechurchnb.org
http://www.gracechurchnb.org/

