
ROCHESTER DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
August 16, 2021 

 
Board meeting called to order by President Cindy Heins at 9:30am on Monday, August 16th via teleconference.   
 
Present were Cindy, Matt Belau, Marie Nelson, Betty Shidler, Greg Caucutt, Gloria Georger, Joanne Long, Linda 
Grigoleit, and Ed Prosser.  Ex-officio members in attendance were Sue Greenberg and Kathy Maegerlein.   
 

President’s quote: “Hope is important because it can make the present moment less difficult to 
bear. If we believe that tomorrow will be better, we can bear a hardship today.” – Thich Nhat Hanh, 
Vietnamese monk and Zen master  

 
Board items that required voting included: 

 Treasurer’s report for June was approved with the updated, actual ACBL online income figures 
(Matt moved,  Greg seconded, approved 9-0). 

 Board minutes from the July meeting and special board meeting August 6 were approved as 
submitted (Greg moved, Linda seconded, approved 9-0). 

 
Board items discussed that did not require a vote: 

 President’s report: Cindy expressed her appreciation to Sue for her continued leadership and timely 
emails – Linda for handling the emails while Cindy was away and everyone for their diligence right 
now. 

 Treasurer’s report: The July financials were short by $14, as there were a couple of mistakes in 
collecting money.  June report was approved.   

 Club Manager’s report: Sue asked if it was worth having a F2F game on Labor Day; it was agreed to 
monitor the next couple of weeks and query the Monday players to gauge interest. 

o Sue’s class next month has 18 enrolled in it; Layne’s beginners class has 6. 
o After five weeks returning to F2F play, the RDBC is averaging 24 tables per week. 

 Tournament Co-Chairs report: The upcoming September 18th I/N Sectional was approved and 
sanctioned.  Decision from the ACBL on whether or not September tournaments will take place 
would be decided after the board meeting had adjourned. 

o NLM Sectionals for 2022 (March and August) approved and sanctioned. 
o April OPEN sectionals for 2023 and 2024 have been approved and sanctioned, location TBA.   
o Next Rochester Regional slated for 2025, but an opening on the calendar is there for 2024.  

It was agreed to submit sanction approval, with the understanding that it could be cancelled. 
o NAP D14 Finals will be online this year, the weekend of October 2/3.  Details are on our 

RDBC website, and Sue will include those details with her monthly email update. 
 Social committee: The nonagenarian party for the nine RDBC players over 90 years old that had 

been slated to take place on the 23rd was postponed;  cards, a free play, and a cake were all 
options for the nonagenarians when the event is revisited and re-scheduled. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 Protocols – existing protocols of being vaccinated, masked, using sanitizer, etc., along with no food 
or drink provided by the RDBC were agreed to be sufficient at this time.  Due to the lack of COVID 
fomite transmission, wiping down surfaces and bidding boxes was found to be excessive (players 
can either bring their own box or wipe down an RDBC box for them to use the entire game).   

 Discussion on the 299ers Monday centered on the lack of consistency (some weeks playing 18 
boards, others playing 27 boards) and getting out of the church in a timely manner.  Greg agreed 



to talk to the 299er directors and Sue and Joyce (Monday scorers) will consult with the 299er director 
during the game (including cutting rounds or boards short depending on time).   

 Chat bridge is scheduled to start at 10am Sept 13th; we have four mentors willing to help – Layne, 
Arne, Joanne, and Linda.    
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 It was agreed that when we have a two section game, each with a ½ table, that every effort must be 
made to move one pair (up or down) to have full table movements.  Sue agreed to ask people to be 
at the church by 12:15pm to help the directors figure out the correct movements.  

 With rising COVID cases in Olmsted county, a brief discussion on slowing or halting F2F play was 
held.  It was agreed to stay the course for now with the current mix of online and F2F games available 
to RDBC members. 
 
 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made (Ed), seconded (Joanne) and approved (9-0) to end the meeting at 
10:42am.  The next Board meeting is scheduled via zoom for 9:30am Wednesday, September 8th.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Matt Belau, Secretary to the Board 

 


