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DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY 

Part 3: The Value of Children
OVERVIEW

Let’s face it, people’s priorities and values systems are messed up.  They are pursuing things in life that only leads to vanity and they are abandoning the original purpose and destiny God has established for them.  This five part series will lay the foundation for people to discover their destiny in this life by living and fulfilling these five distinct purposes of life.  Everyone searches for the meaning of life and why they exist.  Once they understand the framework laid out in God’s Word it will open the door for them to truly attain their hopes and dreams.

RATING
Adults and Teenagers

GET READY

1. You will need a full length mirror.  
2. You will need a track baton.  One can easily be made with PVC pipe and some spray paint.

DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY 

Part 3: The Value of Children
OPENING
1. Today we continue our series called Discover Your Destiny.
2. To achieve our success goals and dreams it is vital that we follow God’s plan and design for our lives.

3. Psalms 139:14-16 says, “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” NIV
4. A key question to ask ourselves as we evaluate the various priorities in life is, “What is eternal?  What will last beyond our life on this planet?”  All of the other things in this life will pass away, but our relationships will last for an eternity.  
5. People always take a priority over things!

6. Let’s Review.  Who was the first person that Adam had a relationship with?

PURPOSE #1 is to have a personal relationship with God.

Who did he have a relationship with next?

PURPOSE #2 is to have a personal relationship with your mate.
Today we are going to discover purpose number three!  Let’s go back to the Book of Genesis.

Adam had a relationship with God, then Eve, and who was next?  His children, Cain and Abel!
· Genesis 1:28  God told Adam and Eve, “Be fruitful & multiply” 

· Genesis 4:1 Now Adam knew his wife and she conceived and bore a son.
· The third reason you are alive on this planet, you breathe and occupy space is to have a personal, thriving, blossoming relationship your children!
PURPOSE #3 is to have a personal relationship with our children.
1. One of the greatest tragedies in our culture is the breakdown of the family unit.  Nobody has time for anybody.

2. Before your job, money, work, clubs, socials, parties, dinner meetings, golf game, hobbies, school, etc.  Kids take a priority!

3. What is ETERNAL? Jobs, cars, money, or homes?  Nope! It will pass away.  But your kids will live forever!

4. When parents fulfill their roles and responsibilities it creates a healthy generation.  
5. Heart of God:  “When parents neglect their children it angers me just like it would them if someone had physically or sexually abused their child.”

6. It is abuse to neglect, abandon, and ignore our children.
7. [Story – Source Unknown]   A CEO spoke at his retirement dinner to a group of young executives.  He said, “I know you want my job, and I’ll tell you how to get it.  Last week my daughter was married and as she walked down the aisle I realized I did not know the name of her best friend, or the last book she read, or her favorite color.  That’s the price I paid for this job.  If you want to pay that price, you can have it.” 
8. Our society is getting a failing grade in parenting.
9. Some teenagers or singles might be thinking, “Wait a second, I’m still a teenager in high school and you’re talking about having kids?  Okay – I guess I could go out and have sex to create a baby so I can fulfill my number three purpose in life?”   NO!! 
10. I have a hunch though that many teenagers in this room feel abandoned and isolated because one or both of your parents have made other things a greater priority in their life before you.

11. I want to see the madness stop with your generation.

12. I don’t want you to reproduce the insanity that everything else on this planet is a priority before your kids.

THE TRAINING PROCESS

1. The Original Plan:  A husband and wife produce children. Then they teach, train, and demonstrate the life and character of God which will produce more God fearing and honorable adults!

2. Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.  NIV

a. I believe that it is 100% my responsibility to teach, train, and instruct my children. 
b. Too many of us are guilty of passing off our God given duty to others and we get frustrated when they don’t do a good job.

c. The church will assist you in teaching your children about God but YOU will be the one held accountable to God.

3. The training process for your children or your future children begins right NOW!  
a. It starts right now even if you don’t have kids.
b. Let me reveal to you the number one parenting tool used by thousands of parents across the nation.  
c. [Illustration: Pull out a full length mirror.]  Our children and future children will become a reflection of our life.  They will look into the mirror of our life and become what we are, not what we want them to be.
4. Your life today is the model for your children to follow.

a. What do you mean?  Your kids will look into the mirror of your life and do what you do more than what you say!
b. Our lifestyle sets the boundaries for our children to follow more than our words.

· If you cuss, don’t get mad when your kids do.

· If you drink, don’t get upset when your kids come home drunk.

· If you speed, guess what your kids will do when they get their license?  Speed!

c. Teenagers:  The life you are living today is a road map and direction of how your kids will likely live years from now.
· “Dad did you ever smoke, drink or do drugs?”

· “Mom, how far did you go with your boyfriend when you went to prom?  My prom is next weekend.  I want to be like you.”

· “Dad, did you have sex or fool around with girls before you married mom? Did you and Mom have oral sex before you were married?”

· “Mom, did you live for God when you were a teenager?”

· “Did you guys go to church and youth group on a regular basis?  You were Christians weren’t you?”

d. Paul said, “Follow me as I follow Christ!”

e. Proverbs 20:7 The righteous man leads a blameless life; blessed are his children after him. NIV

f. Proverbs 14:26 He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge. NIV
g. You have to start thinking and living beyond your own selfish ways.
h. Cool idea for teenagers:  Sit down alone with a video camera and make a video for your future kids.  Tell them about the life you are living now and how you expect them to be living when they are your age now.
5. We can’t expect our children to serve an unseen God unless they see Him in us first.

a. The way we live, talk, walk, and act will either draw our kids to Christ or push them away.

b. MEN:  Our sons and daughters will base their perception of their Heavenly Father based upon their relationship with you, their earthly father.

c. Many people that sit here today struggle to love God because they had such a horrible experience with their earthly father.

d. God’s nature, His love, and His attributes should be clearly seen in us!


6. What will be the legacy you leave to your children, your children’s children, and to the generations that follow?


CLOSE
1. So let’s review:
a. The number one purpose in life is to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ

b. The number two purpose in life is to have a personal relationship with my mate.

c. Number three?  To have a personal relationship with my children.

2. If you have kids, go pick them up today and smother them with hugs.

3. If your kids are grown, pick up the phone later today and let them know how much you love them.

4. If you don’t have kids, start praying now for the wisdom and grace for when you do!
David’s Disaster – The Reality of our Influence 


2 Samuel 11 David & Bathsheba commit adultery, she becomes pregnant, and David has her husband, Uriah, killed in battle.


2 Samuel 12 The baby dies at seven days old.


2 Samuel 13a Amnon, David’s oldest son, rapes his sister Tamar.  


2 Samuel 13b Absalom, David’s son, then has Amnon, his brother, murdered for committing the rape.


DAVID had set the thermostat for his family to live by!  David had committed a sexual sin and murder.  Now sexual sin and murder are evident in the lives of his children!


Illustration [Pull out the track baton.]


What will be the baton that you pass on to your kids?





David’s Legacy – It’s Never too Late!  





[Read 1 Chronicles 22:7-23:1]


David turned it around and got it right with his son, Solomon.








PAGE  
5
h2oSermonSource.com
Volume 14, Sermon 3

