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DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY
Part 2:  Living for My Number Two!
OVERVIEW

Let’s face it, people’s priorities and values systems are messed up.  They are pursuing things in life that only leads to vanity and they are abandoning the original purpose and destiny God has established for them.  This five part series will lay the foundation for people to discover their destiny in this life by living and fulfilling these five distinct purposes of life.  Everyone searches for the meaning of life and why they exist.  Once they understand the framework laid out in God’s Word it will open the door for them to truly attain their hopes and dreams.

RATING
Adults and Teenagers
GET READY

You will need enough single roses or carnations for each wife present in the service.
DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY

Part 2:  Living for My Number Two!

OPENING
1. Why do we exist? What is our purpose here on this earth?  What is God’s destiny?
2. Let’s review from last week.  Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." NIV 
3. We went back to the book of Genesis and discovered that the first purpose of life was to have a growing, thriving, and blossoming relationship with God.

4. Today we are going to discover our second purpose of life and reason we live on this planet.

5. Turn with me in your Bibles to the book of Genesis once again.

6. Let me Paraphrase what we see happening in Genesis 2:18-25.  In Genesis chapter two God said it was not good for man to be alone.  So he brought all of the animals before Adam to name, yet there wasn’t a helpmate suitable for Adam.

7. The gorilla has 96% of our DNA but Adam thought she was a little too muscular and hairy.  “No thanks God.”
8. So God tells Adam to take a nap and not to worry about it.

9. While Adam is asleep, God takes a rib out of Adam to create another human being.

10. Finally, Adam wakes up.  (Act out as though you are Adam waking up.)
11. Adam rubs his eyes and looks across the garden.  He squints again.  He can’t believe what he is seeing.

12. Adam says, “Woooo . . .Man!”  Wooa ---- Man!”  God says, “That’s right, wo-man.”

13. Our number two purpose in life—the reason we live, breathe, and occupy space on this planet is……
YOUR #2 PURPOSE IS TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR MATE.
1. Before our job, our career, our new car, our hobbies, our Bible studies, before, money, job, school, promotions, before our golf game, before anything else in this world is our relationship with our mate. 
2. The only thing that should ever come before our relationship with our spouse is our relationship with God. 
3. The first most important decision we will ever make in our life is, “Jesus be Lord of my life.”

4. The second most important decision we will ever make in our lives is whom we will marry.  [And choose to stay married to!]
a. Do not compromise on this one!
b. To those who are single, do not settle for less.  Hold out for God’s best!
5. The strength of our relationship with our mate is dependent upon the strength of our relationship with God.

a. You can never have a healthy marriage if you have a broken relationship with God.
b. We have to lay and build the “house of our life” by following the plans God has for us. 
6. Students and singles are saying, “Great! I guess I’ll go out and get married this weekend so I’m in God’s will?”   NO!  What I am saying is:

7. You are never too young to begin preparing yourself spiritually, mentally, emotionally, and physically for marriage.
a. To get your degree at college it will take you how long?  Four years.

b. To get a law degree it will take you a total of . . . seven years.

c. To become a medical doctor it will take you . . .  ten years.
d. The average couple spends less than two hours in premarital counseling and preparation for marriage.

e. Is it any wonder why our divorce rate is so high?
8. Your goal right now is to start living for your #2 purpose in life which is your current or future husband or wife.  
9. Our culture struggles with divorce for the simple reason that we have not made marriage a priority.  
10. In medical terms many marriages are infected with selfishness, eaten up with cancer of unfaithfulness, and malnourished in the God kind of love.

Three Leading Causes of Divorce
1. A cheating spouse.

a. Faithfulness to your spouse begins now before you are ever married.

b. If you can’t be faithful now, what will change by walking down an aisle?
c. Proverbs 5:15-18 Drink water from your own cistern, running water from your own well. 16 Should your springs overflow in the streets, your streams of water in the public squares? 17 Let them be yours alone, never to be shared with strangers. 18 May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. NIV

d. Proverbs 5:3-4 For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil; 4 but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged sword. NIV

2. Lack of communication.
a. Start today by improving your communications skills with your parents and friends.  It will help you have a better marriage in the future.
b. If you are already married and this is an area where you are lacking, buy some good Christian books on couples’ communication and do it.

3. Financial problems.
a. It is crucial that you immediately start being a good steward over your finances.  

b. Don’t allow yourself to get in debt.  Get out of debt if you have any.

c. Go into your marriage DEBT FREE!
d. If you are already married, take Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University together and use these Godly principles to controlling your money—not letting your money control you.
Insights on Marriage:

1. The Heavenly Father presents the woman to the man and blesses them.  (v.22)

a. Genesis 2:22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 

b. Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve

c. What a picture when in the Garden of Eden God walks Eve towards Adam—holy, pure, a match made in heaven.

d. Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." NIV 

e. Singles:  it is important to have your parents blessing on the marriage!

f. [Example]  True Story:  Tammy had met the love of her life while attending a Christian College.  After dating for an extended period of time she and her boyfriend, Jeremy, pursued taking the relationship to the next level of engagement and marriage.  However, Tammy’s parents raised some concerns about some of Jeremy’s attributes and character traits.  Tammy ignored them and pursued forward in the relationship.  As marriage was discussed the parents once again brought up the same troubling issues and encouraged Tammy to slow down in the relationship.  To make a long story short, she didn’t listen.  She persisted in getting married in spite of her parents concerns and lack of support for the marriage.  Thirteen months into the marriage Jeremy confided that he had been battling homosexual tendencies since he was a teenager.  He hoped that getting married would cure him, but it hadn’t.  He informed Tammy that evening that he was abandoning their marriage to pursue a relationship with a male friend.  Much pain and heartache could have been avoided if Tammy had simply trusted her parent’s advice.
g. The counseling department of a very large church always asks a couple who comes in for marriage counseling this question, “Were one or both of your parents in opposition to this marriage?”  Over 70% answer yes!
2. Man and woman were created for companionship.  They complete each other. (v.18)  
a. Genesis 2:18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." NIV 

b. The puzzle pieces fit together more than just physically.

c. Kim (my spouse) completes me physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. 

d. She is a compliment to my life and mine to hers.
e. What is the built-in instinct that hits all of us between 1st and 7th grade?  “Where’s my mate?”  Is this the one?  This could be it!”  The hunt begins!
f. The person who says, “I don’t need anybody” is denying the very nature within them.

3. This new union is stronger than old family relationships.   (v. 24)

a. CLARIFICATION:  Your mate comes before your MAMA or Daddy.  Any questions?
b. v. 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  
c. Mark 10:7-9  'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,  8 and the two will become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." NIV
d. Psalms 45:10-11 0 Listen, O daughter, consider and give ear: Forget your people and your father's house. 11 The king is enthralled by your beauty; honor him, for he is your lord.  NIV

e. The word “cleave” means to “glue himself to her.”

f. In marriage we form a NEW bond that is greater and stronger than our previous family relationships.

g. To all the parents here today who have a child that is married:  “Butt out and give them some space!”
4. Faithfulness and purity in marriage begins NOW, regardless of your age or marital status.

a. Not just faithful in your actions, but in your thoughts and with your eyes.

b. If you can’t be faithful now, you’ll struggle later.

c. You have to become what you want to attract!  If you want someone who is pure and faithful – that is what you have to be!
5. Intimacy is pure, fulfilling, guilt free, and satisfying in the holiness of marriage.  (v. 25)

a. Pornography, mental affairs, illicit behavior, and frivolous relationships will leave you empty and ridden with guilt.  

b. V. 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. NIV

c.  “Sex is good in marriage!”  Embarrassed to say it?  It’s a part of life!  Kids, this is how you got here.  If you don’t understand then ask your mom and dad – they should have already told you!

d. What has been the message of the church?  “Sex is bad!”

· Then some of you went out and tried it and found out this wasn’t such a bad thing!  I will not stand up and tell you that if you have sex out of marriage it is going to be miserable.  But the guilt will be.
· But I will tell you that sex was created for marriage and the best sex you will ever have is in the sanctity and covenant relationship of marriage.
e. The God kind of intimacy is a physical, mental, emotional and spiritual expression of love that is pure, holy, and honorable.
6. The marriage union is a reflection of the church’s relationship with Christ.

a. [Read Ephesians 5:21-28.]  If you want to know how to be a better husband . . . look to Jesus as your example.

b. If you want to know how to be a better wife . . . look at how the church loves and serves the Lord Jesus Christ.

CLOSE 

1.  We have only covered the first two purposes of life, but watch the domino effect.
2. A man has a broken relationship with God, which causes him to have poor relationships with his family.  Poor family relationships cause the church to be weak and ineffective.  When the church has no influence upon the neighborhood and community you end up with a very troubled and sick neighborhood.  A neighborhood filled with incomplete men and women, poor family relationships, weak churches, troubled neighborhoods creates an unhealthy city.  Unhealthy cities cause the county to be depressed.  Depressed counties put the entire state in a crisis.  States in crisis cause a weak nation.  Weak nations cause a world to be in chaos!
3. To turn our world, our country, our state, our county, our city, our neighborhoods, and our church around . . . it all begins by following the blueprints and the biblical DNA of establishing a healthy relationship with Jesus Christ and your spouse!
4. Singles:  I want you to make a commitment to your future spouse today.  I want you to write them a letter of love and commitment.  It may be years before you ever meet them, but I want you to start living for your number two purpose in life TODAY!
5. For those of you who are married I challenge you to make the decision that your marriage is a priority.   I want you to schedule a date night this week.  I want both husbands and wives to write a love note to each other.  And finally, I want you to pray together.
6. And we always know the men could use a little help in the romance department so we would like each husband to come up front and get a rose to give to your wife.  [Invite the men to come forward.]  Now guys when you go back, give her the rose, say something sweet and give her a big juicy kiss.

7. Give an invitation for people to accept Christ.
8. Have a time of prayer for marriages that need a fresh start today!
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