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DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY 

Part 5:  Embracing Your Call
OVERVIEW

Let’s face it, people’s priorities and values systems are messed up.  They are pursuing things in life that only leads to vanity and they are abandoning the original purpose and destiny God has established for them.  This five part series will lay the foundation for people to discover their destiny in this life by living and fulfilling these five distinct purposes of life.  Everyone searches for the meaning of life and why they exist.  Once they understand the framework laid out in God’s Word it will open the door for them to truly attain their hopes and dreams.

RATING
Adults and Teenagers

GET READY

1. The PowerPoint presentation is vital to this message.
2. Download the song, “9 to5” by Dolly Parton

DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY 

Part 5:  Embracing Your Call
OPENING
1. Remember, people and relationships always take a priority over things!  We always have to ask ourselves, “What is eternal?”
2. Today we are going to take a look at the fifth and final piece of our pursuit for God’s purpose and destiny in our lives.  

3. All of us want to reach our success goals and dreams.  Right?  When we lay the right foundation we will be able to achieve it.

4. Let’s review.

Purpose #1 is to have a personal relationship with God.

Purpose #2 is to have a personal relationship with your mate.

Purpose #3 is to have a personal relationship with your children.

Purpose #4 is to have a personal relationship with believers/church. 
PURPOSE #5 THE PERSONAL PURSUIT OF YOUR CAREER, CALLING, AND OCCUPATION.    


5. Our career is not the beginning it is the final piece to complete us.
6. A first grader who noticed his dad always bringing work home at night from the office asked, “Daddy why do you bring your work home?”  The father replied, “Well son, I just can’t get it all done at the office.”  The child responded, “Why don’t you ask to be put in a slower group?”
7. Too many people build their lives based upon their career.  
8. [Example: See Power Point – upside down pyramid.]  If they lose their job their whole life goes in the tank.
9. Watch what happens to the person who has built his life on the right foundations.

a. You lose your job.  [Example:  Top block is removed- on the Power Point.]
b. Does your life crumble?  Does your marriage fall a part, the kids go crazy, the dog runs away, and you quit serving God?  Sounds like a country western song!

c. NO, everything stays steady in your life.  You’re walk with God, your mate, kids, and church all hold steady.
d. All you need to do is find another job.  Your success, goals and dreams in life are not based solely on your job.
10. When we lay the proper foundations in life it opens the door for us to reach our goals and dreams.
FULFILLING YOUR PURPOSE ON EARTH
1. God has called you for a specific purpose.

a. We are all called to a particular vocation.
· David was called and anointed to be a king.
· Adam was called to be a farmer.
· Jeremiah was called to be a prophet.
· Paul was called to be an apostle.
· Phillip was called to be an Evangelist.
b. What has God called you to do for a career and occupation in life?
c. God has placed within you specific gifts, anointing, and abilities that are only unique to you.  
d. This is not something that you just pick out of a hat.  But we need to spend time in God’s presence and ask him, “Why, am I here?  What role do you want me to fulfill on this earth?”
e. [Example:  Insert your personal story or testimony of how you found out what God wanted you to do.]  
f. Proverbs 18:16 A man's gift makes room for him, And brings him before great men. NKJV 
g. 1 Timothy 4:14-16 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.  15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. NIV
h. 2 Timothy 1:6-7 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. NIV
i. Famous quote, “Find something you like to do so much, that you would gladly do it for nothing.  Then learn to do it so well that people are happy to pay you for it!”  

j. “Don’t ask yourself what the world needs.  Ask yourself what makes you come alive, and go do that, because what the world needs is people who have come alive!”
k. Everyone is born an original, but most die a copy! 
l. [Example]  Borrow someone’s glasses and put them on.  These glasses don’t work for me because this prescription is for __person’s name.  Don’t simply conform to the world around you.  You are an original. Act like it!  Find God’s prescription that is custom made for you!
2. God has equipped you to do your job.
a. Hebrews 13:20-21 READ May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. NIV

b. The anointing of God is not just reserved for a minister in their vocation.

c. God desires for His power and presence to operate and flow through you in your job.

d. God wants you to flow in the supernatural.  A simple definition is God’s super on your natural!
e. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

3. The Holy Spirit will guide you in your career.

a. John 14:26-27  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. NIV
b. We have the advantage over non believing people who take a stab in the dark.  How many people do you know, possibly even yourself, have changed occupations and even returned to school to pursue a new career?
c. We can literally get quiet in the presence of God and hear God’s direction for our lives.

4. Time for a change?

a. Some of you adults sitting here may be second guessing your current career path and plan?  That’s okay.  Just simply ask God to direct your steps and give you the plan on how to get where you need to be.

b. Some of you may already know you are exactly in the position you know you are supposed to be in?  Be thankful and turn the power of the Holy Spirit loose in your life so you can be even more effective in your field or occupation.

MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT WORK [Example:  Play a short clip from the song “9 to 5”]
1. We work for money.
a. Is that really all we are doing?

b. Where did this mindset come from?  I’m glad you asked!
c. [Example:  Read the following story.] Henry Ford’s assembly line shortened the time needed to construct an automobile from 12.5 hours to just 1.5 hours, but this technical efficiency came at a high human price. As worker boredom increased so did absenteeism. As production quotas continually increased, workers began to suffer stress-related ailments, and the incidence of alcoholism increased. In a short time, Ford found it difficult to keep enough workers on his assembly lines to meet the production schedule.   What went wrong?   On an assembly line man was separated from his work. At one time work was the deepest expression of who a person was; now, there was nothing of the person in his work – he had become little more than an extension of the machine he operated.  Laborers often had little idea what their monotonous task contributed to the final product – in fact, from where most of them stood, they couldn’t even see the end of the assembly line. In the past a worker might have felt esteemed as a respected craftsman in a field that required years of training and experience. Now almost anyone could do almost any job. For the sake of productivity, something terrible had been sacrificed, the meaning of work.  Ford’s solution to the lack of worker motivation was to more than double the average salary, from $2.34 for a nine-hour day to $5 for an eight-hour day. Ford’s audacious offer more than solved his manpower problem. It made employment in his factory a sought-after prize. But even as he solved one problem, he created another. Ford’s workers, through their boredom, stress, alcoholism, and absenteeism, were expressing their struggle with a single question: What does my work mean? Ford’s answer: Work means money. And though the Model T has long since disappeared, Ford’s simplistic answer to the meaning of work still torments many of us today.
d. We don’t work for money, we work to fulfill the purpose of God . . . to live our destiny!
e. Colossians 3:23-24  Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. NIV
2. We work for value and recognition 

a. This is the area where many of us mess up, especially MEN!

b. The true motive or ambition is the prize and recognition of completing the job, not the actual responsibilities themselves.

c. Too many people are looking for fame and popularity.  Prestige, acceptance, and recognition.  

d. 1 Peter 5:5-7 “Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because,   "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” NIV

e. If our job is our only source of value and self worth then we are destined to be a workaholic. 

f. The true character of a godly man finds success and joy in a holy intimate relationship with God, his wife, his kids, and church.

g. A job should be an outward expression of who we are not a mission to discover ourselves.

 3.  We work to be a success in life.

a. What is success?  The world’s standard is, “More than you have now.”  It is a never ending pursuit!

b. For many people success is based upon their job. 

c. Our success and destiny does not hinge upon if we had a good day at the office. 

d. Our success is built upon our four previous priorities in life.

e. I can have a bad day at work, but oh thank heaven God loves me and is on my side.

f. I can have a bad day at work, but oh thank heaven I have a wife that hugs me and encourages me.  

g. I can have a bad day at work, but my kids think I hung the moon and want me to come out in the back yard and play.

h. I can have a bad day at work, but my church family lifts my spirits and prays for me!

i. If I have built my life on the proper foundation my life can be good even when my job is not going well.

j. Our job should be “a” source of joy and satisfaction, not “the” source.

k. If some people would work on their relationships as hard as they did their jobs Dr. Phil and Oprah would have you on as a model family and a model marriage.
CLOSE
1. The key to a life of purpose and living in God’s destiny is building on the right foundation, Jesus Christ.
2. The key to being successful in your job is to be successful in your relationships!
3. It all begins with Jesus!  When I have a solid relationship with Him it opens the door to a healthy marriage, which results in a positive relationships with my kids, and healthy relationships with believers and the church.  All of this causes me to be fulfilled life and makes me a better employee and/or employer.
4. Many of our problems at work are caused by us when we carry our personal problems into the work place!
5. For the students who are here, treat school as you would your career.  Make the quality investment to be the best.  The work habits and ethics you develop now will be the ones to carry you through college and into your career and calling.
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