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DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY
Part 1:  The Number One Reason I Exist
OVERVIEW

Let’s face it, people’s priorities and values systems are messed up.  They are pursuing things in life that only leads to vanity and they are abandoning the original purpose and destiny God has established for them.  This five part series will lay the foundation for people to discover their destiny in this life by living and fulfilling these five distinct purposes of life.  Everyone searches for the meaning of life and why they exist.  Once they understand the framework laid out in God’s Word it will open the door for them to truly attain their hopes and dreams.

RATING

Adults and Teenagers
GET READY

1. Order a box of Christian fortune cookies.  At the time of publishing they were available for .25 each at http://christiandollarstore.stores.yahoo.net/50piecbibver.html or they had 50 for $10 at http://www.millenniumbargains.com/index.cfm/fa/items.main/parentcat/5592/subcatid/0/id/59762 and they had Scriptures in them.  
2. You will need a set of blueprints.

3. You will need a $20 bill.

4. You will need any kind of power saw or chain saw.

DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY

Part 1:  The Number One Reason I Exist

OPENING
1. A USA TODAY survey asked, “If you could ask God one question what would it be?” The number one answer was, “Why do I exist?  Why am I here?”

2. How many of you have ever read your horoscope?  Went to a Palm Reader? Or read your fortune cookie at a Chinese restaurant?
3. People are desperate to know why they are here on earth and what their purpose in life is.

4. Well let’s just see what your fortune cookie says today.

5. [Have several people throw the fortune cookies out in the crowd.]  Go ahead and open your cookies.  I think you will find a refreshing message in some of these.

6. [Option:  Have several people stand and read their fortune.]
7. Over the next few weeks we are going to help you discover your destiny. 
8. The word destiny means:  The inevitable or necessary fate to which a particular person or thing is destined; one's lot. A predetermined course of events considered as something beyond human power or control.
GOD HAS A PLAN AND DESTINY FOR YOU!
1. God knew you before you were in your mother’s womb.

a. Jeremiah 1:4-5 says, “The word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.’”

b. You were no surprise to Him.  

c. He is the author of life!

· John 1:9 says, “That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.” (NKJV)  

d.  He knew you before your parents did.

2. God had a plan and purpose for your life before you were born.

a. God’s plan for Jeremiah was to be a prophet to the nations.

b. God was not surprised at your conception, even if your parents were.

c. God’s plan for you has been in place for years. He has called you for a specific purpose on this planet!

d. God forms the whole person. 

e. Psalms 139:14-16 says, “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your  eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”

f. [Example:  Show pictures on PowerPoint of the seven and eleven week old fetus.]

3. When we read the blueprints for our life we will discover our purpose.

a. [Example]  [Hold up a set of blueprints and describe the purpose of the building.]

b. Before they even started building this place we are in right now, they knew where everything would go to the 1/8th inch. They knew a door would go there, a light switch over there.

c. God has designed you with a purpose and a destiny! You are UNIQUE and one of a kind.

d. Your fingerprint and DNA are completely unique from anyone else.

e. Failures are not born. They are the result of people choosing not to follow the plans and instructions for their life. 

f. Our job is simply to follow the Creator’s instructions for the creation!

4. Past mistakes will not disqualify us.
a. [Example] [Hold up the $20 bill and ask who wants it?]
b. [Now crumble the money into a ball and ask who wants it?]
c. If I threw it on the ground and smashed it into a mud, “Who wants it?”

d. [Next, pick up the bill and simulate clearing your throat and spitting on the money.] “Who wants it?”

e. Why do you still want this money that has been crumpled, walked on, and spit on?  Because it still retains its value. 
f. Sometimes it is easy for us to feel like failures. “I just can’t do anything right! I always mess it up.” 
g. But God wants you to know that no matter what you have done or what has happened to you, “You are still valuable. You are just like the $20 bill, you retain your value as a human being!”
h. I made a sandwich for lunch today, but I didn’t become a sandwich.

i. Just because you MADE a mistakes doesn’t mean you ARE a mistake. 

j. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world. . .”  He loved YOU!
5. Abuse is inevitable when the purpose is not known.

a. [Example] [Hold up the power saw.]
b. If I took this to the jungles of a third world nation, powered it up, and handed it to a man who had never seen one before, the results are not going to be good.
c. Why?  He hasn’t read the owners manual.  He doesn’t understand the purpose of the tool.

d. The same is true for many people today.

e. Their lives are in chaos because they don’t understand the purpose of their life.

f. Our value in life increases when we discover our purpose.

g. Our life will now have meaning and direction.

THE PURPOSE OF LIFE

To find the purpose of man we need to go back to the beginning where it all started.  Let’s go to the book of Genesis to find out why man was created?
Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  NIV
Here it is, are you ready?  The number one reason you are alive, breathe, and eat on this planet is to. . . .
#1 IS TO HAVE A PERSONAL (thriving, blossoming, intimate, daily) RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.
1. God made man a spirit being (spirit, soul and body) so he could have fellowship with Him.
2. Our relationship with God takes priority before anything else in this life.  Before our family, our friends, our cars we drive, our career, sports, hobbies, or money, comes our relationship with God through His Son Jesus Christ!
3. Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  NIV
4. People will let you down and possessions will fade away. The only sure foundation to build our lives upon is a relationship with God and His son, Jesus Christ.
a. (READ)  1 Corinthians 3:9-11

b. (READ)  Matthew 7:24-27 
5. When we understand our destiny and build our life on the solid rock of Jesus Christ it will impact every other area of our life.
6. Too often we allow other things in this life to take a higher priority and leave our relationship with God on the back burner. 
CLOSE
1. Many people say, “I’ll find God later!  I don’t need or want Him in my life right now.”
2. Most people wait for a tragedy in their life to finally decide to find God.  They build their life on the sand of this world and then want a miracle foundation when the storms of life hit.  It doesn’t work that way!

3. Will you wait until you are: 
a. In a car accident and on life support, then will you find God?

b. Diagnosed with cancer, then will you find God?

c. You are married and your first child is born and the doctors and nurses are fighting to save the life of your child, then will you find God?

4. The time is NOW.

5. [Give an invitation for people to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ.]
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