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DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY 

Part 4:  The Power of Connection
OVERVIEW

Let’s face it, people’s priorities and value systems are messed up.  They are pursuing things in life that only leads to vanity and they are abandoning the original purpose and destiny God has established for them.  This five part series will lay the foundation for people to discover their destiny in this life by living and fulfilling these five distinct purposes of life.  Everyone searches for the meaning of life and why they exist.  Once they understand the framework laid out in God’s Word it will open the door for them to truly attain their hopes and dreams.

RATING
Adults and Teenagers

GET READY

1. Option 1:  You will need fake hands, feet, fingers, etc…  Check out your local costume shop.  Lay the body parts around on the stage.
2. Option 2:  If you have access to a mannequin take it completely apart and have the various parts laying around on the stage.

3. Go to www.youtube.com and download the video called “Battle at Kruger.”  This is a fantastic clip of lions that attempt to attack a baby water buffalo, but the herd comes to the rescue.  A great picture of the power of the church.  The clip is over eight minutes in length.  We edited it down to just a couple minutes.  
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OPENING
1. Today we continue our series called, “Discover Your Destiny.”

2. Let’s do a quick review from our three previous lessons.  
PURPOSE #1 is to have a personal relationship with God.
PURPOSE #2 is to have a personal relationship with your mate.
PURPOSE #3 is to have a personal relationship with our children.
3. This week we want to pick up with discovering our destiny and the fourth purpose and reason we exist on this earth.
4. To find this one we must jump over to the New Testament.
· Remember, people always take a priority!
· What is eternal?

· The fourth reason you are alive on this earth is to have a personal, thriving, blossoming relationship with believers and the church!
PURPOSE #4 is to have a personal relationship with believers and the church.
1. Church is not a social club. It’s not a religious center.  Church is not a building or a Sunday experience.

2. The church is a living breathing, organism made up of individuals who collectively have unlimited power, resources and abilities.
3. Before our job, hobbies, cars, homes, careers, sports, school, and more . . . is our relationship with other believers in the local church.
4. Jason Timbers, a business man in our church worked for a large national corporation.  He was offered a regional vice president position which came with a large bonus and raise in annual salary.  He was ecstatic about the opportunity and huge potential.  The only drawback would be that he would have to relocate.  He and his wife flew to the new community and spent several weekends looking at houses but also trying to find a church home that would compare to the church they currently attended and their three children were highly involved in.  After much prayer Jason called his boss and asked to withdraw his name for the position.  He asked to keep his current job and if he could hopefully be considered in the future for another similar position if it was in a different city.  Why?  Was he stupid or what?  No, he made the difficult, yet easy decision to keep his family in their current church.  His family’s relationship with the believers at their church was more important than making more money.  He felt responsible for their spiritual growth and thought it best to stay where he was.
5. [Read Acts 2:42-47]
WHY DO WE NEED CHURCH?

Hebrews 10:25 says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

1. It keeps us going strong in our pursuit of Jesus Christ, our number one purpose in life.

a. Remember when you were a kid at summer camp?  What did you always have to have before you could go in the water?  A buddy!  Remember the buddy system?

b. What was the purpose?  It was a place of accountability.  I’m supposed to watch out for you and you watch out for me.
c. What was the motivation?  The health and well being of us and our friends.
d. That is the power of believers in our life today.

e. In Acts 2:42 it says, “They were devoted to the breaking of bread.”  Communion served as a constant reminder of their #1 purpose.  Walking in accountability with one another is pivotal to our personal success.
f. How cool:  “Come on over for dinner and the game.  But first let’s take communion together and set the tone for our fellowship.”
2. We are more effective and productive when we are attached to the body of Christ.

a. 1 Corinthians 12:14-26  (READ)  
b. If you are not connected to the body then you are an AMPUTEE.

c. [Example:  Pick up one of the hands lying on the floor.]  This hand can only reach its goals, dreams and ambitions when it is attached to the arm that is attached to the shoulder, which is attached to the life giving body.

3. It is a safe place from the attacks and influences of the world.
a. Have you ever watched the animal channel when the lioness is stalking its prey for lunch?

b. Who does she go for?  The one who wanders off away from the herd.  The lioness knows she can’t take on the entire herd, but she can hopefully defeat one of them.
c. The same is true for us.  Our enemy, the devil, wants to defeat us.  So he waits for us to slip up and separate from our group of believers.  As long as we stay in the “herd” of church there is safety and strength.

d. Watch this video clip from youtube! 

e. [EXAMPLE]  Show the edited video clip from YOUTUBE.

f. That is how the church is supposed to work together and defend one another.

g. That is why you NEED to make your relationships with other believers a priority!
4.  It is a place to live beyond ourselves and serve others.
a. Acts 2:45 “Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had a need.”

b. My value is not based upon what I have but what I give.

c. When we give and serve others is when life has meaning and fulfillment.

d. They were committed to walk through life together and help each other out.

e. Ephesians 4:14-15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”

5. It is a place of spiritual growth and renewal.
a. Acts 2:42 tells us they were devoted to prayer and the apostles teaching.

b. It is so cool when believers can join together to seek the Lord.  
c. Romans 10:17 says, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” niv
d. [Example:  Read the following story.]  A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of the newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday.  “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons.  But for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them.  So I think I’m wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”  This started a real controversy in the Letters to the Editor column, much to the delight of the editor.  It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:  “I’ve been married for 30 years now and in that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals.  But for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals.  But I do know this:  They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work.  If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.  Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!”
CLOSE
1. You need to have solid believers as friends and hook up in the local church. 

2. Whether it is this one or another church in town, get involved, get connected and fulfill the destiny God has for you.

3. So let’s review:
a. The number one purpose in life is to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ

b. The number two purpose in life is to have a personal relationship with my mate.

c. Number three?  To have a personal relationship with my children.

d. Number four?  To have a personal relationship with believers in the church.

4. Next week we will finish this series.  You don’t want to miss this last session.   
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