Light, Part 4
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Light
Part 4:  Of our Witness

OVERVIEW

No one can deny the power of light. It draws our attention upwards to a starry night, it guides us through dark places, and it is a prominent part of nearly every celebration, including the birth of Christ. This series will look at the exciting truth that Light has come to earth! Are you prepared to pick up the call to be a brighter light? Your decision will have life and death repercussions. Using an “explosive” visual, Pastor Hawk shows the importance of taking ownership of your community. He gives three practical steps to light your life up, and make an impact for the Kingdom of God.
GET READY

1. You will need a lantern.

2. You will need a fake bomb.  Purchase several road flares and tape them together with black electrical tape.  Then get several different colors of electrical wire and stick into the holes of each flare where the fuse would be inserted.  Tape an old cell phone to the fake bomb to add to the effect.  CAUTION:  Make sure your security, staff, and ushers are aware this is a fake bomb for an illustration.
3. You will need a pair of wire cutters.

4. You will need a picture of your staff with a halo on one member (an example can be found in the PowerPoint for this week’s lesson).
5. Purchase the video called, “The Life Saving Station” from www.sermonspice.com 
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Jesus said in Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (NIV)
a. These are some of those versus I would call “nice verses” or “cute verses.”   
b. Today, let’s get at what they actually mean to us as the Church and as believers.
2. [Example] [Turn on a lantern.]

a. This lantern doesn’t make much of an impact here because this place is already filled with light.

b. This is the reality of church.

c. One of the advantages of getting together as believers is that we can celebrate the light, and light this place up for the glory of God. We can celebrate our unity.
d. You shouldn’t only turn your light on here and then go undercover the rest of the time.

e. Church should be a place where you charge your batteries up, and then leave brighter.
THE CALL TO LIGHT 

1. It implies ownership. 

a. This carries with it HUGE responsibility. 
b. YOU are the light!

c. This is NOT God’s deal or responsibility.

d. We own it! No one else does!

e. It is our responsibility to carry the light. It is not our responsibility to make people follow the Light.

f.  [Example] Ask for several volunteers to stand up one at a time, and say, “It is (insert their name) sole responsibility to tell this community about the love and the life of Jesus Christ.”] 

g. Every man has a choice and a free will.
h. It is the responsibility of each church (and the collective lights in that church) to reach the community and to own it.
2. It has life and death repercussions.

a. 2 Corinthians 4:3-7 “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all surpassing power is from God and not from us.” (NIV)
b. [Example]  [Take out your fake bomb.]
· Today when I arrived I found this bomb under my desk.  
· We texted a picture of the bomb to the FBI, and they sent a text back saying we need to cut the green wire.

·  [Ask someone in the congregation to stand up and come forward.  Hand them the pair of wire cutters.]

· You have the only pair of wire cutters in this place. We checked and no one else has them.

· The timer is about to go off and we are all going to die unless the person with the wire cutters cuts the green wire.

· If you were the only person with the wire cutters, would you say, “I don’t care. I’m going home. It’s not my problem.”? 

· Would you leave us all here to die?

· [Cut the green wire.]

· People are literally going to perish and die unless we cut the wire.

c. Heaven and Hell are in the balance.
d. When we hide the light, people DIE!

3. It is visible through our works and deeds.

a. [Example]  [Display a photo of your staff like the example picture in the PowerPoint slides.]
· There is no visible glow around believers for the world to see.

· The evidence we are believers is shown through our works.

· The Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5) is what is going to draw people into God, not the works of the flesh (Galatians 5).
b. Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)
c. “Our works cannot save us, but they could be the lifeline to save others.”

· Doing good is not going to get you into Heaven, but doing good is going to get others into Heaven!
d. Today, the number one reason that unchurched people refrain from coming to church:  Hypocrites. 
· Our words and our deeds do not match.

· Will they see us having a godly marriage? Taking care of our finances? Being good parents? Serving? Being a good employer or employee?

e. Leave the light on and let the Holy Spirit take it and use it.
LIGHT WITNESSING
When we hear the word “witness” it can scare us. We sometimes think of a man screaming “repent.”

If I witnessed an accident, it means I heard it and saw it. If it goes to court, I will testify to what I saw and to what I experienced.

Modern day witnessing is simply telling others what you saw in God’s Word and sharing what you have experienced yourself.

· Raise your hand if you have ever received a healing in your body. 
· Raise your hand if you’ve ever received a miracle in your finances. 
· Raise your hand if you’ve made a major life decision not based on wisdom and knowledge, but based on the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
All of you can testify! This is what God has done for me, this is how He has blessed me and this is how He has worked in my life.

SO HOW DO WE WITNESS?
1. Initiate 

a. Ignite the fire of God within you. How do you do that?
b. Pray two simple prayers:
· “God forgive me!”  The Devil always tries to disqualify us from active duty with our past sins. When he does, you can remember that you are cleansed and forgiven by God.
· “God use me!”  Pray this every morning. “Holy Spirit, this is Your body. These are Your hands, Your feet and Your eyes. My life is for your service!”
c. John 4:35 “Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” (NIV)
d. Isaiah 60:1-3 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. 3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.” (NIV)
2. Demonstrate   

a. Lighten UP!
b. You are a city on a hill.

c. We need to live every day as if everything we say and do will be seen by everybody.

d. If we have debt, divorce, depression, addictions, bitterness, brokenness and sickness – Why would the world want what we have?

e. Your life is not your own. 
f. Jesus always met a need, healed a body and then said, “Follow Me.”

g. Model the behavior you want to see in the world.

h. You set the bar for others to live by. You raise the bar of holiness by choosing truth, choosing right and choosing justice.
i. “I can do what I want. I’m covered by Grace!”  WRONG!

· You will be held accountable for your actions.
· Romans 14:13-21 “Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. 14 As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean. 15 If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. 16 Do not allow what you consider good to be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men.19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. 21It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall.” (NIV)
· 1 Corinthians 10:31-33 “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33 even as I try to please everybody in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.” (NIV)
· Don’t let your liberty cause someone else to stumble.

· Let your light shine through your actions and live by the Fruits of the Spirit wherever you go. 
· You never know who might be affected by what they see you do.
j. Why am I doing good and demonstrating the love of God? So that it might draw people into the Kingdom of God.

3. Communicate

a. Take the opportunities when they arise. 
b. Look at every conversation as an opportunity to turn to the things of God!

c. Make sure you let the Good News out.

d. A good fisherman doesn’t try to reel in the fish rapidly at the first nibble.  Instead, slowly reel them in.
e. Romans 10:13-15 “For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’” (NIV)
f. Let’s be outward focused and not inward driven.

g. Stand up for what you believe in!
CLOSING
1. [Example]  Show the video, “Life Saving Station.”

2. How bright will you let your light shine?

3. What are we going to do as a church?
4. Are you ready to pick up the call?

5. Are you ready to initiate, demonstrate and communicate?

6. Will you own your responsibility to the community?
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