Light, Part 3


[image: image1.jpg]h20 sermon source™ ((<

} innovative sermons to quench the thirst of a generation

© 2012 DEAN HAWK MINISTRIES
PO Box 63355 | Colorado Springs, Colorado | 80962 | 719.481.3089 | info@deanhawk.com





Light
Part 3: Of the Way

OVERVIEW

No one can deny the power of light. It draws our attention upwards to a starry night, it guides us through dark places, and it is a prominent part of nearly every celebration, including the birth of Christ. This series will look at the exciting truth that Light has come to earth! When the wise men embarked on their journey, they showed the world that following the Light gives direction, exposes sin, and ultimately ends in worship. Any dark, untraveled path can be terrifying and confusing, until light touches it. The journey of the Magi shows us what to do in dark times, and how to follow the Light of Jesus. For any hearts grown tired, calloused or confused, “Light of the Way” will give a new definitive sense of direction.
GET READY

1. You will need a blindfold.

2. You will need different sized flashlights.
MESSAGE OPENING
1. John 14:6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’” (NIV)
2. The light and life of Jesus has come to be a guide for our lives!

3. What do we put on birthday cakes? What do we shoot in the air for Fourth of July? What do we put on Christmas trees? Lights!
4. Light attracts. If you are stuck in a cave or tunnel, the moment you see a light, you will go towards that light.

5. What do the people in CSI always have? A flashlight. They always have little flashlights for a crime scene. Maybe they should bring a lantern. 
6. Jesus came into the world to show us, guide us and teach us how to live. 
7. 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (NIV)
8. Adam had the light, but he lost it when he sinned. Darkness filled his life.

9. Why do we do stupid things? Because of the darkness that tries to infiltrate our lives.

10. Acts 9:1-4 “Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’” (NIV)
a. THE WAY is a lifestyle. It is a chosen path and destiny for those who pursue Christ. It is who they are, not something they do.
11. Proverbs 22:6 “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” (NIV)
a. We need to teach our children THE WAY!

b. Weekly church is very important for children. 
c. They are wet cement. The world or the Body of Christ is going to have the greatest influence on their lives.

12. John 11:9-10 “Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world's light. 10 It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light.’” (NIV)

13. [Example]  [Ask for two volunteers.  Choose a young teenager and someone older.]

a. If we were to have a race between these two individuals who do you think is faster? 
b. [Put the blindfold on whoever they say is faster.]
c. I want you to both make a complete lap around the auditorium, running as fast as you can.

d. Who do you think is going to win?
e. [Don’t actually have them race.]
f. In darkness we stumble because we have no revelation or clarity. It is when we live and walk in the light that we don’t fall. 
g. God has called us to remove the blindfold [remove the teenager’s blindfold] so that we can run the race God has called us to run.

h. A lot of times we run around in darkness and waste a lot of time and energy.

i. Sin is a huge time waster!
14. Proverbs 4:18-19 “The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day. 19 But the way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble.” (NIV)
15. Matthew 2:1-12 “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.’ 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this is what the prophet has written: 6 “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.”’ 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.’ 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.” (NIV)
HOW THE LIGHT GUIDES US
1. The light gives direction.

a. There are general principals from the Word of God that will bring us to the light, and cause us to avoid the darkness.
· Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” (NIV)
b. There are some things the Word of God isn’t specific on so we need the light of the Holy Spirit.
· Matthew 2:9 “After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.” (NIV)
· The wise men had inward intuition to follow the star.
c. When you need direction in your life, follow God’s Word and His Holy Spirit. 
· God will give you direction in your marriage, investments and sales. 
· He will teach you how to love, how to care and how to give.

· You will be guided into all truth. 
d. Psalm 85:8 “I will hear what God the LORD will speak, for He will speak peace to His people…” (NKJV)
· Once you’ve learned to know the voice of the Holy Spirit, He will teach you and will guide you. You will know what to do.
e. 1 John 1:5-10 “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.” (NIV)

· “Walk in the light.”  We are to be doers of the Word and not hearers only.
· While you are in the world, dark thoughts, dark actions and dark attitudes will try to infiltrate your life.

· When you walk in the light of God, He will give you direction for things that need to change in your life.

f. Philippians 1:9-11 “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.” (NIV)

2. The light exposes sin. 
a. Matthew 2:12 “And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.” (NIV)
b. The light reveals bad attitudes, sin, and wrong motives.
c. Ephesians 5:7-16 “Therefore do not be partners with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said:  ‘Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ 15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.” (NIV)
d. Romans 13:12-13 “The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.” (NIV)

e. It’s when we get into dark places, hangout with dark people and think dark thoughts that we are led into dark actions.
f. Matthew 6:22-23 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!” (NIV)
g. If you fill your life with the light of God’s Word, it will expose the darkness.
h. We need to live every day as if we were under the noonday sun. 
i. We need to speak every word as though it will be heard by everyone.
j. Guard your thoughts! If you think something, it has the potential to plant a seed and then you might start really believing it.
k. “Give me ten men who hate nothing but sin and love nothing but God, and we’ll change the world.”  John Wesley 

l. “Catch on fire with enthusiasm and people will come for miles to watch you burn.”  John Wesley

m. People are always attracted to the light!
3. The light ignites love and worship.

a. Matthew 2:11-12 “On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.” (NIV)
b. The Magi gave Jesus three gifts that provided insight into who the baby really was:

· Gold – This was a very expensive gift that would have been given to a King. The gold represented that Jesus would be our King, and the King of Kings.
· Frankincense – This was often used in Old Testament sacrifices for perfume offerings to the Lord. Jesus would be our High Priest, our perfect sacrifice and the proper atonement for our sins.

· Myrrh – This was seven times more valuable than gold. It was an embalming fragrance used before burial. It represented that Jesus was born to die for the payment of our sins. Jesus would be our Savior!
c. When the wise men gave Jesus three gifts, they were putting worship into action. They humbled themselves before God.

d. When people came in contact with Jesus Christ, they couldn’t help but react.
e. When you’ve embraced the Light, it can do nothing, but cause love to abound in you.

· You’ll love the unlovable in your life, you’ll love God more, and you’ll worship more.
CLOSING

1. After God’s light comes into our lives and we spend time basking in His presence:  
a. We’ll be able to forgive the people we didn’t think we could.

b. We’ll have faith and confidence that a relationship we thought beyond repair can be fixed.

c. We’ll have hope when it feels like we are going under. 
2. Many people come in contact with the things of God on a daily basis, but they have grown calloused. Let the light of God in.
3. Light will guide you in every decision you make and help you to become a better person and a better believer.
4. Light will come into your life and expose the darkness so that God can remove it and improve it.
5. Light will fill you with love and worship.
6. The light will lead you to Jesus!
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