Light, Part 2
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Light
Part 2:  Of the Word
OVERVIEW

No one can deny the power of light. It draws our attention upwards to a starry night, it guides us through dark places, and it is a prominent part of nearly every celebration, including the birth of Christ. This series will look at the exciting truth that Light has come to earth! God’s Word is powerful and alive. In fact, it was made flesh. Join Pastor Hawk, as he looks at ten promises for those who follow the light of the Word. This teaching on Proverbs 3 will be sure to ignite again or ignite for the very first time, a passion for the Word of God.
GET READY

No preparation needed
MESSAGE OPENING

1. Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” (NIV)   
2. There is often fear when entering a dark room. If you have a light, it will take away your fear.

3. There is confusion and fear in darkness.
4. When we allow the light of God’s Word to work in our lives, it will bring us hope, clarity, and direction.

5. Psalm 119:130 “The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.” (NIV)
6. John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (NIV)

a. The Scriptures come alive, because the Word has become flesh. Jesus steps out of the pages and into our lives. 

7. Soren Kierkegaard, the great Danish theologian of another century, wrote a story about a prince who was running an errand for his father one day in the local village. As he did so, he passed through a very poor section of the town. Looking through the window of his carriage, he saw a beautiful young peasant girl walking along the street. He could not get her off his heart. He continued to come to the town, day after day, just to see her and to feel as though he was near her. His heart yearned for her, but there was a problem. How could he develop a relationship with her? He could order her to marry him. It was in his power to do so. But he wanted this girl to love him from the heart, willingly. He could put on his royal garments and impress her with his regal entourage, and drive up to her front door with soldiers and a carriage drawn by six horses. But if he did this he would never be certain that the girl loved him or was simply overwhelmed with his power, position and wealth. The prince came up with another solution. As you may have guessed, he gave up his kingly robe and symbols of power and privilege. He moved into the village dressed only as a peasant. He lived among the people, shared their interests and concerns, and talked their language. In time, the young peasant girl grew to know him, and then to love him. This is what Jesus has done for us. The Word became flesh. The King of heaven put aside his heavenly robes and divine prerogatives. He came to us as one of us. He lived among us; ate with us; drank with us; felt with us — all to win our love. He could have forced us. He could have overwhelmed us, but he chose to romance us. He stands here today with the smile of love and arms extended. He is the God who became real so that we could experience his transforming love. Jesus is not just a truth to believe in, he is a person to be experienced.

8. Romans 10:17 “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” (NIV)
a. The CEV version says, “No one can have faith without hearing the message about Christ.”

WHAT DOES THE LIGHT OF GOD’S WORD DO FOR US? WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT?

Turn in your Bibles to Proverbs chapter three.
1. God’s Word will…Extend your life.
a. Proverbs 3:1-2 “My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, 2 for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity.” (NIV)     
b. When you let the Word of God come alive in you, and His light empower you, you will live longer.

c. When you follow God’s principals and values it will cause you to live a longer life.
d. Proverbs 3:21-22 “My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let them out of your sight; 22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck.” (NIV)  
e. Psalm 91:16 “With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation." (NIV)
2. God’s Word will…Cause you to prosper.
a. You will break the darkness of debt if you follow the principals found in the Bible!

b. Proverbs 3:9-10 “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops. 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” (NIV)

c. Prospering isn’t just about your finances. Following God’s Word will mean prospering with your family, with your kids, in your marriage, in your career and in your business.

d. 2 Corinthians 9 says that if you sow sparingly, you will reap sparingly. If you sow bountifully, you will reap bountifully.
3. God’s Word will…Give you favor.
a. Proverbs 3:3-4 “Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.” (NIV)

b. Luke 1:26-30 “In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.’ 30 But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.’” (NIV)
c. How many of you have ever had something “go your way” when it shouldn’t have?

d. [Example] [Tell the congregation one of your personal stories about a time that you saw the favor of God.]
e. Have you ever been told NO!  Pray and exercise the favor of God.

f. Upgraded plane seats, hotel rooms and car rentals will happen. Deals and specials will come your way.
4. God’s Word will…Bring clarification and direction. 

a. Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” (NIV)

b. If you are confused with direction or have a big decision to make, double up your time in the Word of God. 
· What job should I take? How should I be investing money? What big decision should I make?

c. God’s answer will become clear and audible to you.

d. Psalm 119:133 “Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule over me.” (NIV)
e. Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (NIV)
· Have you ever shaken together oil and water in a jar? 
· When you let the water and oil settle they will separate. 
· So many times we get confused. What is my will? What is God’s will? 
· If you take time to rest in the Word of God, it will divide and separate your will from God’s will so that you know what is from you and what is from God.
f. The Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians 14, that God is not the author of confusion. God wants us to have clarity and purpose.

5. God’s Word will…Produce healing.
a. Proverbs 3:7-8 “Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. 8 This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.” (NIV)
· The Message version says, “Your body will glow with health, your very bones will vibrate with life!”

b. God’s Word is a medicine. He desires that we walk in the health of God.
c. Acts 10:38 “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.” (NIV)
d. Isaiah 58:8 “Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard.” (NIV)
e. Psalm 107:19-20 “Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress. 20 He sent forth his word and healed them; he rescued them from the grave.” (NIV)
f. Jesus is highly contagious. If you stay around him, healing happens in lives.
6. God’s Word will…Bring growth.
a. Proverbs 3:11-12 “My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, 12 because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.” (NIV)
b. Discipline makes us grow and become better people!

c. Too many people make the leap that God disciplines with sickness, poverty and death.
d. Our Heavenly Father loves us more than we love even our own children.

e. No human being with a sound mind would inject their child with a deathly illness.

f. How does God discipline His kids? With the Word.
g. 1 Peter 2:2-3 “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.” (NIV)
7. God’s Word will…Give wisdom and understanding.
a. Proverbs 3:13-20 “Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, 14 for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. 15 She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. 16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; those who lay hold of her will be blessed. 19 By wisdom the LORD laid the earth's foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; 20 by his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew.” (NIV)

b. The Bible contains more wisdom than all the rest of the books in the world combined.
c. Read a Proverb every day!
d. Proverbs 6:23 “For these commands are a lamp, this teaching is a light, and the corrections of discipline are the way to life.” (NIV)
e. We will become wiser individuals on this earth when we feed on God’s Word.
8. God’s Word will…Protect and keep you safe.
a. Proverbs 3:21-23 “My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let them out of your sight; 22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. 23 Then you will go on your way in safety, and your foot will not stumble.” (NIV)

b. Psalm 91:1-7 “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the LORD, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’ 3 Surely he will save you from the fowler's snare and from the deadly pestilence. 4 He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 5 You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.” (NIV)
9. God’s Word will…Break the power of fear.
a. Proverbs 3:24-25 “When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 25 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked.” (NIV)
b. FEAR- False Evidence Appearing Real.
c. 2 Timothy 1:7 “For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.” (NIV)
10. God’s Word will…Build your confidence.
a. Proverbs 3:26 “For the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being snared.” (NIV)

b. Knowing the Word and your authority as a believer will make you confident.

c. God is on your side!

d. In Joshua 1, God repeatedly tells Joshua, “Be strong and courageous!”
CLOSING
1. Be doers of the Word and not hearers only!
2. Turn the light on in the Word!

3. CHALLENGE:  How many of you are willing to give God 1% of your day? There are 1440 Minutes in a 24 hour day! That means giving 14.4 minutes to God’s Word.
4. Read a Proverb a day!
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