Light, Part 1
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Light
Part 1:  Of the World

OVERVIEW

No one can deny the power of light. It draws our attention upwards to a starry night, it guides us through dark places, and it is a prominent part of nearly every celebration, including the birth of Christ. This series will look at the exciting truth that Light has come to earth! It was at the beginning of all things, and can be seen shining in believers today. “Light of the World” will take a journey back to when light was first called into existence and explore the personal applications that can be found in the creation story. The Spirit of God is hovering over the life of each person, just as He did the unrealized earth. He is waiting to bring illumination and revelation to everyone so that ultimately there can be a transformation of our souls that is as big as the formation of the earth, and as multiplying as the fertile Garden. 
GET READY

No preparation needed
MESSAGE OPENING
1. What is the light and how does it affect us?

a. When you go camping, you move away from the campfire to see the light of the stars.

b. Lights are the number one Christmas decoration.

c. John 8:12 “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” (NIV)
d. John 14:6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’” (NIV)
e. John 12:46 “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.” (NIV)
f. The wise men followed a light in the sky to find the King.
2. The light is visible from Genesis to Revelation.
a. Genesis 1:1-3 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.” (NIV)
· The Message version says, “Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness.”
· Notice it says “was.”  The light was before the sun. It was coming from God.
b. Revelation 21:22-24 “I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.” (NIV)
3. We are going to take a look at creation and how it represents a person’s walk with Christ.
a. The earth was void and darkness was on the face of the deep describes many people today. Their souls have a lack of direction and their faces show that darkness and emptiness of life.

b. The Spirit of God hovers over darkened hearts and minds just as it did the darkened earth.
c. Ephesians 4:17-19 “So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 18They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.” (NIV)
4. 1 John 1:5-10 “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.” (NIV)
THE BEGINNING OF CHANGE
1. Light Brings Illumination.
a. Light is the absence of darkness.

b. Light changes everything we do.

c. Close your eyes.

· I want you to draw a circle, a square, and a triangle on the back of your handout with your eyes closed.
· Now open your eyes.  How did you do?
· Now draw the same three images with your eyes open.

· When light comes on there is an illumination and clarity.
· It will change our entire perspective on life!

d. Psalm 119:130 “The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.” (NIV)
e. 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness, made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.’” (NIV)
f. John 3:19-21 “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”
· Sin is not usually done on Main Street at noon. 
· Sin is usually done in secrecy.
· Live openly and transparently so that you have nothing to regret.
g. Isaiah 42:6-9 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7 to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them to you.” (NIV)

· A prophesy about Jesus Christ.
· Jesus continually gave vision to the blind throughout the Gospels.
2. Light Brings Revelation. 

a. Illumination leads to revelation.

b. The base word of “revelation” is reveal.

c. Light reveals our true nature and form.
d. There is going to be a point in each one of our lives where we will either respond to God or reject Him.

e. When Jesus Spoke to Saul in Acts 26:17-18 he said, “I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” (NIV)
f. When there is revelation there has to be a separation.

· Genesis 1:6-8 “And God said, ‘Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.’ 7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse ‘sky.’ And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.” (NIV)
· “I can’t live like this anymore.  I have to change my ways.”

g. Our revelation calls us higher and higher! 
· Ephesians 2:6 “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” (NIV)
3. Light Brings Transformation.

a. Transformation means alteration and complete change.
b. I’m no longer moved by what I see, but through faith in God’s Word.
c. Psalm 139:14-16 “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” (NIV)
d. Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (NIV)
e. Some of you get under the sun to change your color.
· When you spend time under the s-u-n, your physical countenance will be changed.

· When you spend time under the light of the S-O-N, your spiritual countenance will be changed.

· The more time you spend under the light, the more like Christ you will become.

f. Spiritual transformation is a process, just like the creation of the world was a process.

g. Philippians 1:6 “And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” (NLT)
h. Philippians 2:12 “…continue to work out your salvation…” (NIV0
· We are saved by grace, not by works.

· However, we have to continue to work against our flesh nature.
CLOSING
1. How bright of a light are you?
2. Are you a 20 watt refrigerator light? A spot light? How hot are you burning?
3. Are you a flashing light? Hot and cold. On and off.
4. Are you a Christmas light? You light up just one day a year, and then you are back to darkness for the rest of the year.
5. Don’t live in the darkness, but in the light!
6. Thank you God for the light that transforms us!
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