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Frontloading
Activities




FRONTLOADING
ACTIVITIES TO

ACTIVATE PRIOR
KNOWLEDGE

35 SENTENCE STRIPS

Tea Party

“You should be spending more time doing math.
Something you can actually get good at”

' IF we owned the motel I could put up a sign that

says Sorry I'm sleeping Come back in the
moming”

“You know what you are in English? You're a
bicycle, and The otherKids are cars.”

She would listen in oh her brother’s lesson every
week. If the tutor assigned homework, she would
secrefly do The homework.

Frontloading Activities

Studias hawve shown that students understand more of the themes of a story if fhey

hawve had the nr:nﬁrl.."'i to '11 Pirm.\.nbr' k]mund Irn\ r'];—bs-hrplmnt‘ and
Ihe “fronfloading™ aclis
students in this regard. Choose The onefs I wal yr.,.,l e will e most beneficial foryour
o closs, or If fime permits, you may wont fo do both cctivities.

1. Tea Pardy: The maoin character of Front D
small motel her parents manage for the
text, putting each one on o separate strip.
qualalion oul for distribulion.

Randomly distfioute one sentence fo ecch student. and howve students mingle as
they read thelr sentences to one ancther, Students should be making predictions
about the storydine, characters, probliems, and relafionships omong the differant

characters. Allow 5-10 minwtes, and then hawve students share theirideas about the

Ihe story, and give reasons for their prediclions.

2. Valve Cards: [his aclivily helps students think aboul the rade-olfs people have 1o
moke In ordsr the get the things we want. and how sach person's volue system s
at work In making the declslons behind the trode-offs, By
[smorts, for example). we often hawve to give up some othears (such as

n this activily, each student receives a sel of three r JQII w.]luu car
students think aboul how imporiant each of the values

aond whet values are missing that they might be willing to frade for.

Hawve studenis walk around the room, discussing their cards with each
exchanging cards for the walues they most interested in. Draw the activity fo ¢
whenyou ses that they are looking safisfied with their cards. As o whole group.
discuss whal they were wiling to give up 1o gel whal they wanled. Hawve sludenis
wrile a paragraph aboul one value they would nesver give up and why that s so
Imoortant,

Mentlon that value systems will be evident in the new read-aloud you are about to
begin, and that they should be listening for this each day.

fou may wanl 1o repeal this Value Card exercise when you finish the book.
5 find that their values may have chonged somewhal after hearing the
peripectives of the characters in the bookd™*

“No way!" My mom screwed up her Face. “T'm not
going to ask my sister for money!”

“Buf i"s not that simple. T've been lying to my
sisters dbout how great our life here is,” my
mom confFessed

“Have you ever seen anybody in this courfrr‘y do
something out of the goodness of their heart?”

Why was it that everything in America had to do
with money?

health nice home

fancy car artistic ability

respect having a job

friendship athleticism

being popular @ being famous

good marks at
family school

31 VaLve CArDs




Flipbook
Templates

In this section you will find two sets of flipbook templates for
you to use with your students. The first set is blank, for
student use, and the second set is completed as a sample
for you to get an idea of how your students might respond
to each page.

There are two possible approaches to these flipbooks:

a. Distribute the entire flipbooks at once (either distribute
all the sheets and have students cut and assemble the
booklets themselves OR preassemble them yourself
before distributing). With this method, you could have
students keep the flipbooks in their desks and then
allow them a short time period at the end of each
read-aloud session to work independently on
whichever section of the flipbook seems appropriate to
them.

Distribute each page separately, when you want to
focus on a particular topic. For example, you may
want to teach a direct lesson on idioms before having
students complete that page in the flipbook. With this
approach, you may want to collect each page at the
end of the period and keep all pages with you. Atthe
end of the unit you can hand back the pages for
students to assemble and staple.




Front @egk
FLIPBOOK ror

STUDENTS TO

USE AT THE
END OF DAILY
READ-ALOUD
TIME
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Name:
8= CUT ALONG DASHED GUIDELINE Secrets
e o ot Sémportan symos from the book rant sk i ST A OHC DD SRS Money-Saving Tips

8 curAloNG basHED GUDENE Initiative

8= CUTALONG DASHED GUIDELINE

s0 that they o

't ha

Idiom Expilanation Senfence English Math
Idioms
"B curaiowc oameo cwoene Language vs Math
Public Service Announcement




[Prent [Deslk

FLIPBOOK
ExAMPLES

_Nam Who What Why ’ FOR EACH
(Who is keeping Whet is the secrel? Why i the charocter keeping this a
a the secrer.i‘,_] secret?
think That Mia leels cen ss.J
Instructions: She lvesin a matel with har outin her class a
Draw at | Mia pa and she can’t even ¥ iansin he
swirm in the pool 1
Mom &
Lup
Sentence
THIS MEANS THAT A Mg, WiLLiaM's
IN ONE EAR AND OUT PERSON ISN'T REALLY INSTRUCTIONS TO THE
THE OTHER PAYING ATTENTION TO 3" BASEMAN WENT IN
Instr]
e English Math
i ”_: Q Creates feedback cards for QOMakes change for motel guests
. 1 gue: [ earnc abayt loon chorkee £
; You can'T Jun;l O Mak
BOOK. By ITS Ci Insta
O Write]
Q uses
to m
interq
O Write]
phra
Fungg
************************ TRAIN OF THOUY | 5 it
. '." — = = = =
' 1
it : : HEI.P FOR IMMIGRANTS
The main char .
s O Write ) e
giveq Mr. Yao hires Mic "
QO Write] parents. : Call For Help
----------------------------- assig You have the right to: Immigration,
. « Liveanywherein Refugees &
- Canada Citizenship Canada:
brklion « Practice your 1-888-242-2100
religion Ermmergency Services:
+ Receive services 711 . _
] from the Ot awa Community
Mia i Covemmantat Irmmigrant Services
SWir Organization
Canada

Instruction

413.725.00202
* A safe workplace

+ To be paid for your
work

I / f frau Idfk now-your-rights.htm
. he Governn‘enrof Oontario: Servicesfor Newcomers
and Refugees: hitps://www.ontaric.ca/page/services-
newcomers-and-refugees

Public Service Poster

grs: Plana po
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Key Events by Chapter

Chapfer Key Eventls
Wio longs' porents ore hired by Mr. Yoo lo manoge a motel in Ancheim CA
2 « Mia's family moves into the Calivisto hMolel,

o M Ao, Ine motel owner, warms Mia's parentsnot o lelin any “od guys™.
Miameels Hank. one of the “weeklies”.

3 |« M. Yao tell Mia's famil,

n'tuse the poal.
+ Miomeeats the otharw Billy Bob, Fred, Mrs. G and Mrs.T.
4 e’ ; - - . .
5 Y Questions, Questions - Part|
« M
= T !.4 Name:
& « I
ot | muttipte choice: ¢ Questions, Questions - Part | 4 ‘ hqpiers I-I6
v M
:—lir: Inthe sentance by Name:
kind of word is “He . . i ; -
7 v Ta Multiple Cheice:. Circle the comrect answer for each guesti
'I“D “Hey, what's goin
- = hedered. Inthe santence below, what why did Mia deci
g + M o} verb kind of word 5 "Hey"'8 Cheeries when shd
o M b} noun = =y
9 he ;] :dlcpgl:_'fm "Hey, what's going on®" he a) She is '_irc-d of g
Nollered, Cheerios.
1o v M a) verb b) Honey Mut Che]
|+ MY | Open Retponse: bl noun ¢) Theboxis 1oot
1 i Use infermation frol o] adlective d} She kn't hungn
h‘l 1. What do we kng d) interje gl
12 a Lesson: Sy
af Open Res
12 P Use inforr Symbolism iz a figure of speech where
|+ M 1 What maaning other than itz Freral meanin . -
14 s : to help readers thinkmore dee about the concepts being discussed. Yourstudents
i Atthis PR | ay need some direct instruction on this technique as i s used in Front Desk.
= room ke e T
15 + M the roon
? _hU mofle!g schioal logo/symbaol
4 A LCalivist mmog Symbole sheet (denlgy opk
: : :'\,q 2. What does Mia's + Charlp
;o _ Common Symbols
hel Instruction
St Disolay Some objects are symbols representing ideas or emotions. What might
- YUK N I Iy
sarlicd | these symbols represent?
Inteliod
Mia's d
the 1984 | 2. Fxplain
on it an eral m
it for mo) what
becausd
3. Explain
mary
4, %
| HAVE DIVIDED
are exy]
THE BOOK INTO
FOUR SECTIONS,
.
L]
EACH HAVING

OPEN RESPONSE
QUESTIONS (WITH
ANSWER SHEETS)
Cross-CURRICULAR
LESsONs




Key Events by Chapier

Key Eventls

Lupe tells Mia the fruth cbout her famiy.

8 Lupe explains her roller coaster theory fo Mia,
17 Mia figures out how much maoney Mr. Yao is mok
he school lorarian fells Mia about the motel
0 ,1lcsr"|r"n tels her tho Is '.u"ISf ghert’ner" r'“'|Ilsh L=c,., & she
> T
2 : T,g"oe Questions, Questions - Part 2
used b Name:
s Joson tell
Multiple Choice: Circle The corect answer for sach gquestion,
3
> What type of sentence s this:
= “What about the fact that he’s
4 avil and I'm nol?”
25

g mean when she says
cycle and Ihe alher kids

(B s A aTe N T aMh B a e aTala u i 1= Nt ia1=1a

b) Interrogativg
c} Exclamatory
d) Imperative

Questions, Questions - Part 2 - ANSWERS

Na
- Open Response: Muttiple Choice: Circle 1he correct answer for each question.
Mia gg
Mia s Use informartion What type of sentence ks this: I eqn when she says
Lupet 1. How have M thatMiak “a b\cycle and the other kids
78 + Miaod nook? “What about the fact thal he’s are cars’'?
tell evil andI'm nal?
elling
* Miaus a) Declarativ
AT b) Inlerragatiy
c] Exclamatq
» d) Imperativg
n Chapter 28 of Front Desk b
an plcture for them. She s Ited to help,
Open Responsd | her far saying "Eggplant” instead of "Cheese” br'fc: re taking the pi
L ‘ 'h'“‘-‘ Use informatio Thl\wr-,n s e perfact coportupiy forualr ctudanteio become oo ot e dary
e’ 1. How have through a te
32 2. Mrs. Douglas ] book? Use s¢
$30 daily wou Iaterials: Tableoux Success Criteria
33 Mia's mao Why or why n At the beging |+ rone
thinks that b Name:
34 Mia's do h;’;g Sel(l P‘J' f
$ i Lolis Q ty group’s tak alher groups.
Hank’s rent, D My facial exp
devices. My JaoioL e <
0 | control my body tostay stil
O use body language 1o show rr-eunlr g during the 1ableaux,
0Ol use vocal eff
1&ls firs. o
5. Group m i
2. in the stol ﬁ;"’“} Star]
)

nan criticizes
cture.

ion when waiting for my furn

¥
Why or why

two roller coast

“**Sludents d

» InChapter 18 Mia's fiand Lups explains he

ich . :|n"| .JCCﬂssi.JI f'”wond ]

le and the otk ;,
and feels that It Is ver

FonE may ha

Here's how |
I don't|
how |
don't Atthe hea
guest antagdg
the roq first langua
she wq Armerca (of

after mowir

MNarme:

Q my group’s 1c

Y
+ Chart poy

0| use body Iur
Ol use vocal eff

wlruetions

< . Alerred

13 Star

What Success Means to Me!

Name:

| think success means

What Success Means to Mel

Name:

| think success means




Key Events by Chapter

Key Eventls

Whal's ma fan mean?” he asked.

tenin ltallcs In this

35 « Mio creates o book ol American phrases & cusloms for Uncle Fung.
+ Lupe, Mia & the weekies go oul for Halloween.
2% Mie and her mam runinte Mrs. Yoo and Jason while snopping al Macy's.
3z " o nteregales Jaso olein the Holseal aboul untair lakor
&
+ Mio explaing abou ese restaurant custems,
38 Jason ste
39 hAic tri
hile bic fami,
—
0
Questions, Questions - Part 3
o Name:
Multiple Choice: Circle the comect answer for each guestion.
Why does Aunt Lingsay thot the Why Is ma fan writienin itallcs In this
42 American custormers in the nail sentence?
on didn't even see herd:
43 The women had masks over fheir Whal's ma fan mean?” he asked.
ayes.
44 b} Auntlingwas kneeling and they
uldn’1 see hel
= trea|
45 "
" d| Thew smen didn't Ike Questions, Questions - Part 3 ANSWERS
Open Response: Name:
47 niormation from fhe 14 . " " '
% Muttiple Choice: Circle The corect answer for each guestion.
1. Why is Mrs. Tang so ups
4 themall2 Wiy doss Aunt Lingsay that the Wy Is ma fan
American custome the nai senfence?
49 lon didn't even see her
The women had masks over thelr
50 ayes.
bl AuntLingwas kn
couldn’t see her,
) The women didn'l
51 as a human.
21 In Chapter 36 of fronl Desk, Mia and

d) Thewomen didn

s Mia'sdad m)
she's freed”

rArs. Tang

Mia’s mom s upset
meore moeney than th

he might ther ¢
her tamiily ho

Drama Good Angel/Bad

I..|r|r|n|. hwugs |L. ong

walk ﬂr‘)l\nll‘.‘.'fh ashopping bog™.

After encountering Jason Yao and hls
Tao will lell her hust-and i nu ‘rw T

Chapters 35-5I

Pages 150-217

er 'w)'hcrr__ indowshepping” al alecal mal,

me emply hign 1opping bags that had found in the
sion. She stuffed them with toilst paper for she and Mia fo
mal because she felt that "people are nicer to you

au

other, Mrs, Tang Is distrought, She womles that Mrs,
gs musl have more money than he houghl, and that
wen more. Mio sees thal her molther is upsel that
y. and she thir o money she has be

ks cboul the

o
don't really have the] keepin, 'Jff"n|1-f rJl
could decide fo pa
Once again, | th

Tnis s the perfect poi
choose o do atoul
porents fo help with d

Tell students thot you
5 from your “guardian
to serve as "good any
want 1o hav '
urging & chare

Mia's dad means thy
people in China. F
that you are guilty

of the motel, there |

Whenthe “angels” o
allow your studenis 1
idea Inal different pef

Lesson - Writing/Synonyms

Miais a very motivatedwriterwho strengthens her w
she writes to varous people with speciic punoses. ]
"dictionary-thesaurus” to help her find the most appropriate words for her

.r ting.

By the time Mo wrtes aletter of reference for Hank In Chapter 43, she Is very careful fo

use words that she feels an adult, rather than a child, would use.

als:
oy of The ence letter M
In this resource "Jl e to

E: lean not includ
need to eltheruse
FriEfT L .

s throughout the boek as
a

diom ks an expressian or phras
mple, it something is @ *

ans hat

/ Qo
a letterrathe)
might be rmis:

Eront Desk has

understar

many idiomns, and they are challenging for the C

115 easy.

hinese immigrants ta

. In Chapter 35, Mia actually creates an American Phrases and Customs

2. He studen
SOMEONE W
good time fo

3. Discuss some
a thesaunus n|

udentsh

from a dictiol

5. ""Ol may wal
Distribute a ﬂ’l

5I udents

Practice w

8. Ex pCEII" hat d

Chiod) Fired on the spot

Cross| The bottomline

Use g Getoul of herel

Sgle] t

#. Have studen

pamphilat for Uncle Fung To usa!
Durlng your dally read-al

. Ensure th

idioms That they wil need \ot..m-pu at s
how 1o complete this pag

l"

Just hear me out
Ina heartbeat
Suit yoursel
Riding shotgun

Take mattersinta your ewn hands

Judge abook ts cover

T}" ow someone under the
Nao skin off my back
Head In the clouds

keep a class chart of them fodiscuss. Inthe fipbook note that there

ouds, sugaest to students that they Isten for such ldloms, and

a sectionon
stud

a




Key Evenis by Chopter

Chapter Key Eventls

52 + Unele Zhang gels his docur
+ M. Douglas asks he clo

back from his employ
s aboul a “small mome

it

Honk sell her dod's coin collection lo get ey lor the molel

ay for the contest,

54 + Mia asks Jason to stop bullying the supply teacher. and tells him he
dossn'tneed o act like his father.

Questions, Questions - Party
=3 Name:
= Muttiple Choice: Circle The cofrect onswer for each guestion,

Wiy does Mrs. Tang decide to Which of the words should NOT start with

57 ask her sister for money? pitalletters
al The Tan avelost all their q el s -
=4 meney, :

Tang wants to tell her sister

59 the truth about her fife. ! oo
&) Han ved N, Tang that Mia iGalvisto q es e
%0 \ give up on an idea.

Tang s lonely.

51 Open Response: Questions, Questions - Part 4 ANSWERS

on from the 1ex Mame:

= 1. Authors usually have a pi
e you think Kally Yang's purpo Multiple Choice; Circle The comect onswer for each question,
Why doas Mrs. Tang decide to Which e wiords should NOT start
43 - ask her sister for money? with a copitalletter?
a} TheTangs havelost all their ~
maney. QEEIrOI
64 b} Mrs. Tang wants 1o tell her sister b. America
the fruth about herfife <. Office
45 &) Hank showed SRt
would never givg
i - Jarylonen Dramc Inner Voice
& Al the end of Chapler 54 of front Desk, Mia uniers a chold
fing ski forced lo retum a pair of jeans thal @ previous
frustrated and humiliated, but cannot g > her real th

The drama technigue ice allows studsnisto explors the idsa that peaple ars not

ahways free to exoress exactly what they ore fe =||ﬂg In ol situction
really feel and thinkw
ings might be loo
g 1o hide, and wer

| think that the authy

immigrants in Ame
parenls managed
faced many of the
that people will be In Innar Voic

In introd
things that are 5

Mia, say o I\ 3 the
hgugergleoice o gt
she may reolly be fhinking. |
ana ourer volces. Lesson: Public Service Announcement Poster

wie alicw studsnts to arficula
astudent take on the r
P P el e A e

2. How do Iia's wri
the text.

Thelast page of the flipboaok holds space for students to make a draft copy of a public
service gnnouncement poster Thatl Bmeant 10 supply information 10 ry o
the country, [Orthey could Just use 1h& space fowrite down the mation they will
need tocreate the poster.)

Mia becomes a b
assignment she do
borrows a diclional
writes. By the end
in Ihe motel, and it

Materials:
Examples of public service announcement-yoe posters (Y our school fkely has many
1hrol "}P’)Uf Ih@ hUIIdIn

onoxide Waming P

Public Service Announcement Rubric

ns
Name:

fnewiniomo [ Category Levell Level 2 Level 3

successful. How

2

2 Shows a imited me Shov
neaded lor anir et indlarsk o i iderable
e ok | | Understanding | undersiancing ding | considercble
getnel:nake ofth of | ofthe hpesof
rCmts, oL Information Infermation of the fvpes of
mmunlty agel requireg ontne | reguredenthe | Inf orr'wrl'" nformation
4. Explain that poster poster required on the: equired on the
ocal new i poster posler
Q Thinking Uses plar s planning Uses planning Uses planning
o ful, eye-c| skills (genes skills [generaling | skills [generaling | skills generafing
O Twelacts and ideas, galhering | ideas, gothering | ideas gathering
O Real websileli informafion, & | information, & ormation, &
O FReal ohore nuf organizing anizing organiring
Infarmafion) Infomo ormation] with
Display ony exarl with limited me corsldercole a hlgh dlegres of
announcement effectiveness effectiveness effectivene: effectivensss
and hove studell | Communication | Communic

les | Commuricales
mportant faatul for a specific for a specific

C i audience [new | oudience new
immigrants] with | immigrants)

th

s limited some - cirsicle a high degres of
effectivenass effectivensss effectivens: sffectivensss
7. Hovestudantse:
and explain ho Application Tronsfers Transters Transfers Transfers
page. knowledpe knowledge knowledge knowledge
8. imeon a galned from galned from galned from
Front Desk fo Front Desk fo Froni Desk to

towork on their e rwil
posterwitho
nigh degree of
effectivensss

poster with
some
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