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John 20:1-18
Celebrating or Commemorating?

Read 20:1-18, Explaining the Events

· Jesus presented Himself Physically! But that was just to prove something had changed.

· He quieted Mary with one word! But that was just to call attention to something that had changed.

· He fulfilled scripture, not only that God’s word would be true, but that something would be accomplished.

· The disciples’ joy was returned, not just to restore what was lost, but it was a joy that ‘couldn’t be taken away’ because something had changed.

Joh 16:20-22

(20)  Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.

(21)  When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world.

(22)  So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.

Today you are observing Easter – Resurrection of Jesus. Is it commemoration or celebration?

· Celebration: personally affected, joy that cannot be taken away.

· Commemoration: acknowledging an historical event.

You should read the anticipation and excitement of Jesus (yes, God has emotion!) – Mary’s excitement wants to relish the event, but Jesus is saying, ‘there’s more!’ Something has changed! [explains: ‘do not cling’]
1. (Brother)
v17, “Do not cling to me, …; but go to my brothers” – Never used that term before. 

· The closest was ‘friends’ 3 days ago(15:15)
If you’re not celebrating the Brother-hood of Jesus, not celebrating Easter.

If you cannot call Jesus your brother – you are not qualified to celebrate Easter… can commemorate, but won’t celebrate. (Col 1:12-13)

What does it mean? (‘Brother’)

1. The Eternal Word became flesh like us (1:14), being made like us in every way (Heb 2:17a “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect” )
2. He became our Saviour by suffering for our sins (Heb 2:17b “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest(who sympathises and can legitimately intercede) in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people”

= Jesus is The First Brother, saving many brothers (and ‘sisters’)

· The brotherhood of Christ was accomplished with the Resurrection

· Jesus presented Himself physically to prove they’d become brothers
· He quieted Mary to call attention to His Brotherhood – and urgently sent her to tell the rest of the disciples.

· Their joy would be un-steal-able, because His brotherhood is Eternal

2. (Father)
Now here’s the message of His resurrection (result of His brotherhood) – 20:17
go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'
The whole way through John, Jesus is revealing God (1:18), very specifically, God as Father.

· Not a natural relationship, ethnic, inherited (1:12-13, comes to a head in 8:41)

· Jesus unfolds Fatherhood of God
· ch4, God the Father seeks truth-and-spirit-worshipers

· ch5, He the Son has authority from the Father to give Life (=relationship/ new Life)

· ch6, No-one will receive this Life unless the Father draws and gives

· ch10, How relationship/Life is received: Sacrifice of the True Son = how we can become children of the Father.
· Therefore here in ch20: the climax.

· (Promised in ch14. ( Father’s House (2), Father’s Helper(26), Tangible Indwelling (20,23), Joy greater than trouble, “you would’ve rejoiced!” )

· Sealed in ch20.)
· The Fatherhood of God was accomplished with the Resurrection

· Jesus presented Himself physically to prove they’d become children of God

· He quieted Mary to call attention to God’s Fatherhood – and urgently sent her to tell the rest of the disciples.

· Their joy would be un-steal-able, because God’s Fatherhood is Eternal

3. Celebrating Easter
This means, even those who weren’t there can celebrate Easter. You and I.
1Pe 1:3   Note: God, Father, Born… Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again [cf John 1:12-13] to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
· therefore, don’t need to see Jesus to celebrate Easter! a joy even those who haven’t seen Jesus can know. 1Pe 1:8-9
(8)  Though you have not seen him, you love him. [so who is really celebrating Easter: those who Love Him – have you loved Him?] …Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, (9)  obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Why celebrate? Because it’s personally involving.
Rom 5:10

while we were enemies [of God] we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son

Rom 8:15-16

(15)  For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!"

(16)  The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,

1Jn 3:1

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.
4. Application

· Maybe you’re qualified to celebrate Easter, but you’re not celebrating joyfully as you could be!

1. Lack of understanding (20:8-9) – I hope this morning has changed that.

2. Gloomy Circumstances (Mary. ‘What about those 7 demons!’ Exceedingly emotional time: shock, suspicions, despair, grown men and women running, weeping: intense and frantic, illogical)

· We can let circumstances steal our joy when we abandon the hope we have in God. 

· Hear the one word that changed her world: ‘Mary’. Why does our first name halt us in our tracks? Reveals personal interest, it is honouring, it calls, gives us identity… - it arrested Mary, and she recognised Christ.
· Let me remind you: Jesus is no less present in you than there before Mary. That was His Promise: the tangible knowledge of the indwelling Spirit (14:22-23)

· Renew your mind. Though in the world you have troubles, 14:18 – not left as orphans.

· Maybe you’ve thought you were celebrating Easter, but now realise that something needs to change in you!... you’re in need of adopting, to be born again. “What must I do to be saved?” 

Act 2:38-39

(38)  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (39)  For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself."
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