AFTERLIFE
PART 4:  Challenging Questions

1. Questions about heaven and hell are universal
2. Today we are going to tackle as many questions as we have time for.

A man died and went to Heaven. St. Peter asked him, “Why should I let you into Heaven?” The guy said, “Well, I tried to help other people.” Angel said, “Can you give me an example?” 

“Sure. Once I was in a roadside diner and a group of Hell’s Angels were bothering a little old lady. They had knives and guns and were scaring everyone in the place. So I stepped up the leader and spun him around and said, ‘Hey! Why don’t you pick on somebody your own size? 

Leave her alone. And while you’re at it, you and your filthy friends clear out of here and get on your bikes and ride away.”

St. Peter said, “Wow, that was pretty brave, when did that happen?” The man said, “About five minutes ago!”

Challenging Questions:

LET’S START WITH A SIMPLE ONE . . .
1. How could a loving God send people to hell?

· How could people choose hell over a loving God?

MATTHEW 11:28-30   NLT   Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls.30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.”

2. What happens to the person who says they believe but they live as though they don’t?

a. That person who says they invited Jesus to be the Lord of their life but we don’t see any fruit of the miracle in their life.

b. God spoke to the Prophet Samuel when he went to Jesse’s house to anoint the next King over Israel.

1 Samuel 16:7b NLT   “. . . People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

c. We tend to judge people by their outward character.

d. God sees more than we can with the naked eye.

e. Some decisions are ultimately God’s.

Jesus taught us . . . 
Luke 17:6 NLT   The Lord answered, “If you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘May you be uprooted and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you!

· God honors mustard seed size faith.

·  Some people never grow past infancy stage
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· Live your life in such a way that there is no question.
 
f. Make my job easier

g. EX:  “I prayed the prayer.  I’m in.  Now I don’t need to worry about going to church, doing all this stuff.

h. EX:  Girlfriend tells you:  

1) I’ll be your girlfriend but I’m not going to tell anyone.

2) When we are out in public I’m not going to act like your girlfriend.

3) And if anyone asks if I’m your girlfriend, I’m going to tell them that is a private issue.  “And that is something I’m handling deep within my heart.”

4) You know she wants to be your girlfriend – but she won’t acknowledge it or act like it.

5) Don’t treat Jesus any different than you would want someone treating you.

6) You wouldn’t put up with that disrespect – but you do it to Jesus.

3. If a person commits suicide will they go to heaven?

a. This is a very touchy subject as I realize there may be someone here today or watching on line that may be considering taking your own life.

b. EX:  Sadly Colorado Springs has one of the highest teen suicide rates in the nation.

c. There are those who believe they will not go to heaven as the bible teaches that no murderers shall enter the Kingdom of God.  Suicide – self murder.

d. *I would say it all comes down to their personal decision to follow Jesus.  The Bible teaches:

Romans 10:9-10 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.

a. Suicide is typically the result of a mental health disorder.  A mental illness.  

b. EX:  No more is God going to send a believer to hell because they died of cancer will he do so because they died of mental illness.

c. If you are struggling – you can be free!  

d. TESTIMONY:  I received an email in the past month from a woman who struggled with depression and suicidal thoughts.  Several weeks ago – third service – we prayed and broke the power!  From that moment forward she has been set completely free in Jesus Name!

e. STOP AND PRAY – RIGHT NOW!

4. What happens to babies and children who die?  Would God send them to hell?

Aborted babies, or were the result of a miscarriage, or small children that die?  

a. The death of an infant or young child is probably one of the most painful and heart aching deaths for family members I have ever witnessed.

b. There are women here that have had abortions.

c. Women who wanted their child and had a miscarriage.

d. Babies and small children die suddenly. (Several die in the past few months)

e. FIRST OFF:  I’M SO SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS! 

f. Where do they go?  

g. Let’s look into the scriptures

John 10:10 NIV   The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

h. There is nothing that demonstrates the cruelty of the devil than taking the life of an innocent child.

i. But the Bible also gives us some insight concerning “the age of accountability”

Isaiah 7:15 NLT   By the time this child is old enough to choose what is right and reject what is wrong, he will be eating yogurt and honey. 

j. They weren’t old enough to know or understand right from wrong, good from evil, or to choose life in Jesus Christ?


James 4:17  NLT  Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.

k. If a child cannot understand what sin is they can’t be held accountable for sinning.

l. King David gives us profound insight after his son died.

2 Samuel 12:22-23 NLT   David replied, “I fasted and wept while the child was alive, for I said, ‘Perhaps the Lord will be gracious to me and let the child live.’ 23 But why should I fast when he is dead? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him one day, but he cannot return to me.”

EX:  Book – Heaven is for Real – Colton – “Why didn’t you tell me I had a sister?”

JESUS TAUGHT US: 

Matthew 18:10 NLT   “Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels are always in the presence of my heavenly Father.

Luke 18:16-17 NLT Then Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children. 17 I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.”

· INNOCENT
· PURE

5. What do people in heaven know about us here on earth?

a. Remember heaven is about spending time with God.

b. In this world we are physically conscious.  In heaven we are spiritually conscious.  
· PHYSICAL: Clothes, housing, money, health.
· SPIRITUAL:  growth, advancement, growing with Jesus.

Hebrews 12:1 NLT  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.

· the word “cloud” in the verse above? It is taken from the Greek word nephos. It describes clouds — just like the clouds you see in the sky. 

· When most people read this verse, they imagine big, fluffy white clouds with Old Testament saints scattered mystically throughout the glorious white billows. 

· The Greek word nephos, translated “clouds,” has an additional meaning that is very exciting when understood in this context. 

· In ancient, classical Greek times, the word “clouds” was used to describe the highest seats in the bleachers of a stadium. 

· The seats at the very top of the stadium were called the clouds because they were so high up in the air. If you had gone to a sports competition with a ticket for one of these seats, your usher might have said, “Your seat is in the clouds today.” This meant you’d be seated in the highest row available in the bleachers.

“You’re not alone! The grandstands of Heaven all the way up to the ‘clouds,’ the highest seats in the bleachers, are piled high with people who stood the test of time and eventually saw their faith manifested….”

Every time you do something in faith – they cheer you on.  They don’t see everything – they see when you excel with God.

· Whenever you worship, you are standing side by side with them.

· They know they will see you in a couple of hours.

· Remember – there is no time in heaven.

2 Peter 3:8  NLT   But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. 


6. Will there be marriage and sex in heaven?

(paraphrase the story) 
Matthew 22:24-28 NLT   24 “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies without children, his brother should marry the widow and have a child who will carry on the brother’s name.’ 25 Well, suppose there were seven brothers. The oldest one married and then died without children, so his brother married the widow. 26 But the second brother also died, and the third brother married her. This continued with all seven of them. 27 Last of all, the woman also died. 28 So tell us, whose wife will she be in the resurrection? For all seven were married to her.”

READ:
Matthew 22:30 NLT   For when the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage. In this respect they will be like the angels in heaven.

· There will be no marriage in heaven simply because there will be no need for it. 

· When God established marriage, He did so to fill certain needs. 

First, He saw that Adam was in need of a companion. “The LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him’” (Genesis 2:18). Eve was the solution to the problem of Adam’s loneliness, as well as his need for a “helper,” someone to come alongside him as his companion and go through life by his side. 

In heaven, however, there will be no loneliness, nor will there be any need for helpers. We will be surrounded by multitudes of believers and angels (Revelation 7:9), and all our needs will be met, including the need for companionship. 

Second, God created marriage as a means of procreation and the filling of the earth with human beings. Heaven, however, will not be populated by procreation. 
Those who go to heaven will get there by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; they will not be created there by means of reproduction. Therefore, there is no purpose for marriage in heaven since there is no procreation or loneliness.

· There will be one marriage in heaven.


Revelations 19:6-9  NLT  6 Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty ocean waves or the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the Lord! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him.
For the time has come for the wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. 

8 She has been given the finest of pure white linen to wear.” For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people. 9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.”


· Our marriage to Him is the true Marriage, of which the best of earthly marriages was a symbol and shadow. 

· Those who did not experience marriage or had only a poor marriage on earth will be delighted with their eternal Bridegroom, who has already gone to prepare a place for them. One day all Heaven will attend the ultimate wedding, and we will be His bride 


CLOSE

1.  There are many questions that you may still have and we would never have time to answer them all.

2. Just remember this . . .

Never allow your questions to become bigger than your faith in Jesus.

