AFTERLIFE
PART 5:  More Challenging Questions


Pick up from where we left off last week with  CHALLENGING QUESTIONS numbers 5&6.

1. What do people in heaven know about us here on earth?

a. Remember heaven is about spending time with God.

b. In this world we are physically conscious.  In heaven we are spiritually conscious.  
· PHYSICAL: Clothes, housing, money, health.
· SPIRITUAL:  growth, advancement, growing with Jesus

Hebrews 12:1 NLT  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.

· the word “cloud” in the verse above? It is taken from the Greek word nephos. It describes clouds — just like the clouds you see in the sky. 

· When most people read this verse, they imagine big, fluffy white clouds with Old Testament saints scattered mystically throughout the glorious white billows. 

· The Greek word nephos, translated “clouds,” has an additional meaning that is very exciting when understood in this context. 

· In ancient, classical Greek times, the word “clouds” was used to describe the highest seats in the bleachers of a stadium. 

· The seats at the very top of the stadium were called the clouds because they were so high up in the air. If you had gone to a sports competition with a ticket for one of these seats, your usher might have said, “Your seat is in the clouds today.” This meant you’d be seated in the highest row available in the bleachers.

“You’re not alone! The grandstands of Heaven all the way up to the ‘clouds,’ the highest seats in the bleachers, are piled high with people who stood the test of time and eventually saw their faith manifested….”

Every time you do something in faith – they cheer you on.  They don’t see everything – they see when you excel with God.

· Whenever you worship, you are standing side by side with them.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Peter 3:8  NLT   But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. 

· Remember – there is no time in heaven.

· They know they will see you in a couple of hours.


2. Will there be marriage and sex in heaven?

(paraphrase the story) 
Matthew 22:24-28 NLT   24 “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies without children, his brother should marry the widow and have a child who will carry on the brother’s name.’ 25 Well, suppose there were seven brothers. The oldest one married and then died without children, so his brother married the widow. 26 But the second brother also died, and the third brother married her. This continued with all seven of them. 27 Last of all, the woman also died. 28 So tell us, whose wife will she be in the resurrection? For all seven were married to her.”

READ:
Matthew 22:30 NLT   For when the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage. In this respect they will be like the angels in heaven.

· ANGELS – non sexual.  

· There will be no need for it. 

· When God established marriage, He did so to fill certain needs. 

First, He saw that Adam was in need of a companion. “The LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him’” (Genesis 2:18). 

· Eve was the solution to the problem of Adam’s loneliness, as well as his need for a “helper,” someone to come alongside him as his companion and go through life by his side. 

· In heaven, however, there will be no loneliness, nor will there be any need for helpers. 

· We will be surrounded by multitudes of believers and angels (Revelation 7:9), and all our needs will be met, including the need for companionship. 

Second, God created marriage as a means of procreation and the filling of the earth with human beings. Heaven, however, will not be populated by procreation. 

· Those who go to heaven will get there by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; they will not be created there by means of reproduction. 

· Therefore, there is no purpose for marriage in heaven since there is no procreation or loneliness.

Third,  We wrestle and struggle with this because we are attempting to view heaven through our current carnal nature.

· We tend to be more flesh and carnal conscious here on earth.

· In heaven we will be spirit conscious. 

· In heaven we won’t have jealousy and envy to contend with.

· We won’t be sexually driven and focused.

· We will be free from the flesh

· There will be one marriage in heaven.

Revelations 19:6-9  NLT  6 Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty ocean waves or the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the Lord! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him.
For the time has come for the wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. 

8 She has been given the finest of pure white linen to wear.” For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people. 

9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.”

· Our marriage to Him is the true Marriage, of which the best of earthly marriages was a symbol and shadow. 

· Those who did not experience marriage or had only a poor marriage on earth will be delighted with their eternal Bridegroom, who has already gone to prepare a place for them. 

· One day all Heaven will attend the ultimate wedding, and we will be His bride 

LAST QUESTION IN THE SERIES:

3. How do we reach those who are close to us but far from God?

· How do we reach our family members or close friends?
· Let’s talk about making rescues to our family and friends.


MAKING RESCUES


1. Trust that God is doing more internally than we can see externally.  
a. Don’t be moved by what you see. EX:  LUCY

b. Proclaim God’s Word over them!
c. You are not trying to talk God into doing something that He doesn’t want you to do.

2 Peter 3:9 NLT  The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.

a. God wants it as much as you.
b. Trust in the heart of God.
c. He wants the same thing as you.

2. Let your life be bigger than your words.

a. Live your life in such a way they see what they are missing.

b. They see Jesus in you and through you.

Matthew 5:15-16 NLT  No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.

3. Be extravagant with your love.
a. Love never fails
b. Heap coals of fire – doing good.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 NLT  If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains,

but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.

LOVE NEVER FAILS!

c. Love them when they don’t deserve it.
d. Love them when they tell you they hate you.
e. Love them when you know it won’t be reciprocated.
f. Love them when you’re tired of loving them.


4. Be for others what you want them to be for your loved ones.

a. Talk to someone else.  And pray someone else will talk to them.

b. Be the answer to their prayer.

Luke 10:2 NLT    These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.

5. Make Paul’s prayers in Ephesians personal.

Ephesians 1:16-20 NLT

I have not stopped thanking God for ___________ . I pray for him/her constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give ________________ spiritual wisdom and insight so that he/she might grow in his/her knowledge of God. 18 I pray that ______________ heart will be flooded with light so that he/she can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.
19 I also pray that _____________ will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. 


Ephesians 3:16-19  NLT

“I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower ______________ with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in ___________’s heart as he/she trust in him. ____________’s roots will grow down into God’s love and keep him/her strong. 18 And may ____________ have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May he/she experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then ________________ will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.”

6. Address the HELL they’re living in right now.  

a. Yes – the end is coming.  

b. But people are not going TO BE interested in a life preserver that doesn’t help them NOW!

c. Why would we be afraid to tell throw life preserver?

d. Why would be afraid – to give someone eternal life?

CLOSE:

1. We stand closer to the return of Christ than any other human beings that have ever walked on the planet.




















 
