AFTERLIFE
PART 2: DEATH UNCOVERED 


1.  What is heaven like?  Will I know anyone there?
2. I stand corrected – in doing some research on the internet – i did find out that you can take it with you.
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3. We all have questions.

4. Our faith answers questions about heaven and hell and life and death.

5. The bible talks more about transcending faith than it does triumphant faith.

· Triumphant Faith:  Overcoming situations here on earth and in this life

· Transcending Faith:  2/3rds of the references to faith are talking about transcending faith.  

· How we live here impacts the afterlife.

6. The ultimate test of our faith is not how we handle stress down here but how we handle the questions about up there.

DEATH UNCOVERED 

1.  We are all appointed to die.  

a. Death is the doorway to the AFTERLIFE (heaven or hell).
b. Unless Jesus returns soon – we all are going to face the reality of death

Hebrews 9:27-28  NLT  27 And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment,28 so also Christ was offered once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for him.


c. For the believer heaven is better than our life down here.
d. REVIEW:  Remember what we said last week, “Heaven is about our relationship with God.”

· Heaven is where we go because we want a relationship with God.

· If you don’t want a little bit of God here, why would you want a lot of God up there?

2.  Death is a victory for the believer.

a. Death is not defeat – REPEAT!
b. Look how heaven is described in Revelations:

Revelations 21:3-4 NLT   I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”


c. EX:  Paul is stoned and persecuted in Lystra.  He died!

d. In that experience he caught a glimpse of heaven that he later described in his letter to the Corinthians.

2 Corinthians 12:3-4 NLT   Yes, only God knows whether I was in my body or outside my body. But I do know 4 that I was caught up to paradise and heard things so astounding that they cannot be expressed in words, things no human is allowed to tell.

·  Going to heaven isn’t failure. (It’s victory over death)

1 Corinthians 15:54-55 NLT   Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled: “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”

CAN YOU IMAGINE – WHAT IT MUST BE LIKE?
This photo is called – “FIRST DAY IN HEAVEN”
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e. If they could come back they would not!

f. If they could trade places with you – they wouldn’t!

g. EX:  RAISING THE DEAD:  Two years ago a 21 year old young man fell off a roof and died at Andrew Womack Ministries.
· Parents wanted to raise him from the dead
· I'M IN!  it’s on my bucket list
· 2.5 Days later – body is at the funeral home
· “Give us 30 Minutes”
· Five minutes into prayer, I heard:  “HIS WILL HIS WILL HIS WILL!!”

· I believe we have a better chance of raising a sinner from the dead than a saint!

· EX: Preston – Dad I’m just telling you if I’m in heaven I’m not coming back to this world.”

h. KEY:  We want them back more for our benefit than theirs.
i. Death stings for the survivor.
j. For those who remain it is a very painful experience.

3. Grief is the price of love for those who remain.

John 11:35 NLT  Jesus wept.  (Death of his friend Lazarus)

· Our hearts ache because of love.

· In the midst of death we have to decide:  Am I going to run away from my faith or run to my faith?

a. Don’t say, “I understand what you are going through” unless you have lost a loved one personally.

b. Unless you have walked that path – you have no idea!!!

c. When the rest of the world has gone back to normal – THEY DON'T!

d. The pain may subside some but it never goes away.

HALFWAY
4. Death is simply a change of address.

a. We are spirit beings that are eternal.
b. We will live forever in heaven or hell.
c. We don’t cease to exist at death.
d. You family member or friend is as real today as they were yesterday.
e. Paul said it this way.

2 Corinthians 5:6-9  NIV  Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 

f. EX:  Neighbor Moves:  Just because they moved out of their house doesn’t mean they cease to exist!

John 14:1-4  NLT  “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There is more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.”

5. We will all face judgment.

2 Corinthians 5:10  NIV   For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

a. We read last week from Revelation 20 that we must stand before the great white thrown.

b.  We are judged in two facets

1) Judgement on our entrance to heaven or hell is based upon our name being written in the Book of Life.

Revelation 20:15 NLT  And anyone whose name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.

2) Judgement for our works and deeds on earth.

Revelation 20:13 NLT   . . . And all were judged according to their deeds.


c. Remember what Jesus challenged us with?

Matthew 6:19-21  NLT   “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.

· Our deeds do not gain us access into heaven but determine our rewards in heaven.

1 Corinthians 3:11-15  NLT  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already have—Jesus Christ. 12 Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 

13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. 14 If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. 

15 But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames.

EX:  56 YEARS – Good Works – I’d rather be rich for all of eternity than a few years on earth!
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6. There are some questions that we will never answer this side of heaven.

a. Why did my mother die when she was trusting and believing God for her healing.

b. Why did an innocent child die?

c. Why?  Why??

Deuteronomy 29:29 NIV  The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.

a. There are things we will never know or understand.
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Do I have questions myself – absolutely!
c. There are things I DON’T UNDERSTAND!
d. EX:  Their WILL is involved.
· As a pastor – been around death for 37 years
· EX:  “Pastor I’m tired and I just want to go home”
· EX:  Tell my Grandfather”

· Sometimes we wrestle too much over WHY they died rather than rejoicing in WHERE they have gone.

· Everyone has questions.  Don’t allow your questions to become bigger than your faith.

· You know they are with God!  Rest in that peace.
· For them it will be “tomorrow.”
· One day is 


CLOSE:

If Heaven Could Speak
By Dean Hawk

Its indescribable! Unimaginable! Human words cannot express,
All the wonders that heaven does possess. 

No more sorrow.  No more pain.  
I simply rest in the power of His Name.

For me life has only just begun.  
Nothing can compare to living in the presence of the Son.

It was cool to worship from below, 
But what a difference to actually stand in His radiant glow.

My Jesus, what an amazing guy.  
His hugs, his love, he’s like a well that never runs dry.  

This place is filled with so much joy and life,
Not a glimmer of the former earthly strife.

I’m sure some of you down under,
Are unsure about all this unseen wonder. 

All I can say is, “If you want to be a part,
You’ll trust the leading in your heart.”

I’ve been to see the Father and I snuggled on His lap.  
He whispered in my ear, “Before you know it you’ll have your entire family back.”  

Don’t weep or feel sad for me,
I’m free.  I’m free . . . I’ve never been so free!

CLOSE:

1.  Let’s release our transcending FAITH – There is life after death.  

2. There is a heaven to gain and a hell to shun!!

3. Hold fast 

4. INVITATION – PAINTING OF JESUS – SIDE SCREENS

· 8 Year old – “Akaine” – had a vision
· Heaven is for Real – Colton Burpo – 4 year old -

5. Can you look him in the eye??? – I’m not going to follow
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Matthew 16:27  For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.

As you invest into this church – you are investing in eternity.

Every Sunday that someone makes a decision for Jesus – those of you who give, sow, bless, tithe, have a part in that eternal reward!

You make the father proud!

You’re not just keeping the lights on, doors open, staff paid . . . 

You are funding the kingdom purpose and work so people can be born again and live forever with god!


























TWO DESTINATIONS


This isn’t a parable because we are given names.  This is a real story.

In the 38 parables Jesus told, he never called anyone by name. In this story, He identifies two of the characters by name, Lazarus and Abraham. I believe there really was a rich man and a beggar named Lazarus and after they died Jesus reported what happened. It was real. You’ve heard of reality TV–this is even better, it’s reality Bible.

Now if this was a theology class I would tell you Abraham’s bosom, or paradise, was where the souls of all the righteous dead went before the cross. After the cross, Jesus took these folks to heaven. But don’t get so distracted by the theological nuances that you miss the point. It’s okay to call it heaven. 



Luke 16:19-22 NLT Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 21 As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores.

22 “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried,

a.  Our reference point is typically here in this life to the physical.   “how are you doing?  Feeling?”
b. When they reply – it is typically in reference to the physical.
c. Rarely the spiritual 
d. We reference everything from the outside in.  Heaven is about the inside out.
e. They are not body conscience in heaven, they are God conscience.
f. When 

There are questions we have on earth that they don’t have in heaven. In heaven, they are not conscious of their bodies. They’re conscious of God.
g. They’re concern in heaven is how are you doing in your relationship with God?
h. 

THE BIBLE DOES GIVE US A GLIMPSE INTO THE AFTERLIFE

1. Heaven and hell are actual destinations
a.  EX:  If I said I was going to Los Angeles to see my son.  It is an actual destination.
b. Universalist claims that everyone goes to heaven.
c. The Bible teaches that hell is a very real place. The concept of hell was not invented by the church as a way of scaring your children to be good at bedtime. It is an actual place. In this passage Jesus gives us a very clear picture of what it is really like. Heaven and hell are very real.

d. The story is told of an army chaplain who reported to a new duty station. Upon arrival some of the men came to see him and asked him this question; Do you believe in a literal hell? He replied that he did not. The men asked him to resign and he asked them why. Their response to him was; ‘ If there is no Hell then we don’t need you and if there is a Hell we don’t want you to lead us astray.”
e. Hell exists because of God’s love. That may sound like a paradox but it is the truth. God in His love for us did not want us to simply love him because we had to. Love is always a choice. He did not want us to be robots – simple objects of love without option. God could have forced us to love Him but He did not. He gave us the choice. Free will is God’s greatest gift to mankind and also our worse curse. To be created in the image of God is to have the ability to choose our destiny.
f. 

.
2. The dead are not alone.  The angels are there to meet them.

LUKE 16:22  NLT  “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, 


3. The poorest man on earth will be richer than every single person in hell.


4. We will know and recognize one another.
a.  The rich man recognized Lazarus, BUT also Abraham.
b. One of the greatest questions is will we know one another.
c. If the rich man recognized from hell, I presume it will be the same in heaven.


5. Our spirit bodies resemble us.
a. Lazarus had a finger 
b. Rich man had a tongue
c. 
6. He saw into heaven.
a. One of the greatest frustrations people will face in hell is looking for eternity at where they could have been.  A life of regret!

7. They possess a physical likeness.

Luke 16:23-24  NLT   and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side.  24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’

8. The inner thirst can only be satisfied.  
I believe the thirst the rich man had was the same thirst everyone has in this life–it’s a thirst for God. This thirst cannot be satisfied with anything the world has to offer. Only Jesus can satisfy this thirst. Jesus said, “If anyone thirsty, let him come to me and drink!” (John 7:37) This thirst for God only becomes more intense and agonizing in hell.


9. He could remember his life on earth.
 
a. Hell will be a place of eternal remembrance and regret.
b. In hell there will be what I call “invitation remorse.” It won’t be over something you did, but it will be remorse over something you didn’t do: accept Jesus.
a. 


10. They know more not less.  They have an awareness.
a.  Will we know each other in heaven – Rich man recognized Lazarus.
b. How did he know Abraham?  He had lived a 1500 years ago.

c. When you get to heaven you get smarter



11. The decisions we make this side of heaven are irrevocable.

Luke 16:25 NLT    “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. 

a. Your decisions are lasting!
b. Your faith is your fact.
c. There is a great chasm that is fixed permanently between heaven and hell and no person can cross it. After death, it’s too late to change your eternal destination. 
d. 

12. The time to be a soul winner is on this side of eternity.

a. Residents of hell would do anything to stop their loved ones from coming there.

13.  Asdf
a. There is one who has come back from the dead.
b. He showed himself for 40 days to over 500 people.
c. Jesus’ death burial and resurrection was just a short time after this story was told.
d. People have the Bible and Jesus has risen from the dead–and many still reject Him. I’m sharing the Word of God with you today, and I’m proclaiming that Jesus is alive. If that’s not enough for you to want to miss hell, you wouldn’t repent if a corpse came knocking on your door in person.
e. 


14.   We need to “fight like hell” to stop people from going to hell.
a.  What does that mean?
b. To use all of one's power or effort to fight against something. 
c. How does hell fight?  The powers of darkness are relentless in their pursuit to destroy people’s lives and take them to hell.
d. In hell, people there have a constant, chronic concern for lost people who are still alive and are headed for hell. And that’s something in hell that we need, a fervent, compassionate concern for people around us who are headed toward hell.
e. Let them ask you a very personal question: Do you have a burden for people headed for Hell? Have you shed any tears over lost people in your family or circle of friends? Have you ever stayed up all night praying for the salvation of a lost loved one who is headed for hell? I have prayed that God would give me the same kind of burden for the lost that Paul expressed in Romans 9: “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel…Brothers, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.” (Romans 9:2-3; 10:1)
f. Sometimes I get so involved in spending time with believers and enjoying fellowship with them I forget there are people all around us who are going to hell. Could you pray, “God, you can send me to hell if it would mean that every person in Tyler would go to heaven?” 
g. 

15. 


CLOSE:

1.  Send me into the harvest field.
2. 




26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’
27 “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home. 28 For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’
29 “But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers can read what they wrote.’
30 “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’
31 “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”
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