AFTERLIFE
PART 1:  Eternal Realities 

OPEN
1. Today we begin to deal with some of the questions about life, death, heaven, and hell.

2. A lot of questions have come in about heaven and hell and the after life!

3. There are some STRONG opinions out there. 

4. With each week’s lesson we will answer a few short questions up front and spend more time as we dive into some deeper ones.

QUESTION:  Are there animals in heaven?

First, the Garden of Eden was populated by animals, thus there is a precedent for believing that Eden restored will also be populated by animals.

The Bible itself does not indicate that there is life after death for animals. It may be that God’s purpose for animals is fulfilled on this earth. However, if animals would make us happier in heaven, surely there will be a place for them there. 
Some Bible interpreters have called attention to Isaiah’s description of the peace of God’s future kingdom where he says that “the wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox” (Isaiah 65:25).
My interpretation:  Dogs go to heaven Cats go to purgatory.  
5. Let’s get into today’s lesson:  What really differentiates Heaven From Hell?

6. There are six basic views concerning the afterlife

7. Six concepts about life and death

LIFE AFTER DEATH BELIEFS

1.  Naturalist:  When you die, you’re done.
a. Somehow biologically cells came together and you were formed.  
b. Chemicals began to spark together.  Creating chemical reactions.  
c. You began to create brain function.  Now has the ability to learn.  And now you begin to conduct life.
d. One day you are going to decay and die
e. When you dead you’re done.  That's it.
f. You lived and you died.

2. Reincarnation:  The ultimate recycling process.
a. You are brought into life and you will take on various forms in different generations.

b. There are multiple generations of you

3. Cosmic Destiny:  Become one with the universe.
a. New age kind of view.
b. Giant Cosmic identity out in the cosmos.
c. One day you are drawn into this massive cosmos.

4. Christian:  Faith is the key to heaven and hell.
a. Components of faith and how you process them determines you destiny

b. We hold to the values and teaching of the Bible.

5. Purgatory:  The ultimate holding tank.
a. Catholic belief system
b. Have a chance to make some improvements
c. Your family can PAY or PRAY you into heaven.
d. You can progress or regress from this place

6. Universalist:  All roads lead to God.
a. There is not one road – there are multiple paths that lead to God
b. Everybody is going to be with God.

c. “Doesn't matter how you live – we will all be there with God.”

d. The GRACE message is a beautiful thing – yet driven into the ditch it causes us to lose sight of the TRUTH

· Must be a balance!

e. Jesus declared – “I am the way, the truth, and the life and NO ONE comes to the father except through me!”

7. There are hybrids of all of these

· Why would you tell us this?  Aren’t you creating questions?

· On the contrary, it shows that the vast majority of people get it – there is more to this life!

Ecclesiastes 3:11 NLT  Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end. 

ETERNAL REALITIES

What can we learn or know????
1. There is more to life than this life.

a. People largely believe there is something more than this life.

b. Life is meant to be lived on bigger terms than just this life.

c. There is more to what we see and feel – 

2. Our spirit and soul aren’t disposable.
a. God breathed into man and he became a living being
b. We are spirit beings.
c. Science does all it can to dissect it.
d. Hebrews 4  Only God can divide between spirit and soul
e. He created you and he gets it.

3. We are eternal beings.
· John 3:16  That whoever believes in Jesus will have eternal LIFE

4. We can’t evade responsibility.
· Cannot change it
· What we do or don’t do in THIS life impacts the NEXT life.

5. We have been given a will.
a. You decide every day how you will live this life
b. You have a choice to choose life or death.
c. You can do things that make people feel happy or sad
d. You do things that you know are right?  Or  wrong?
e. We get to CHOOSE!
Deuteronomy 30:19 NLT  “Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live! 
   
a. Adam – had a choice to eat from the tree of life or the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

6. As Christians, we know the decisions we make on earth determine our destiny beyond this life.

a. The decisions you are making right now effect your destiny.

b. If we are an eternal being we cannot evade responsibility.

c. Our choices have ramifications.
d. Do you believe there is a heaven?  I say, YES
e. Do you believe there is a hell? For me, I say YES

f. RECENT SURVEY:  Nearly 70% of MANY Christians are unsure if there really is a “HELL”

g. Jesus talked about it more than anyone!!!!  He singly mentioned it more than anyone in the Bible.

h. Why? Because He didn't want people to end up there.
i. Hell is real. 

j. There only perception of heaven and hell is from comics – we are given a harp in heaven and a pitchfork in hell 

k. If you don’t see it for what it really is you won’t respond appropriately.

l. When we realize what it REALLY is we will do anything to keep people from going there.

m. *God the Father felt the same way; that’s why He gave His Son.


CHALLENGE about HELL – is when we insert personalities into the picture.  My Aunt Edna.  My God wouldn’t send a good woman like that to hell.  “I’m not sure she was born again but she never hurt a flee.  My God wouldn’t do that.

EX:  THE LIFE STORY OF AUNT EDNA
1. Before she was your aunt
2. She was a little girl who grew up hearing Christmas songs about Jesus
3. These songs challenged her soul
4. She grew up – 
5. Inside her there was something that said, “There is more to this.  She felt the nudge.  
6. Every year this thing called Easter would show up.  People who don’t go to church go to church.  They hear about the person she heard about at Christmas 
7. Then when she was older she would go camping.  Pristine sunsets, and sunrises, see the millions of stars
8. Something inside would say – There is something more. . . 
9. WHY?  Because - Eternity is in the heart of man.  Eternity would call out to her
· There’s a possibility – someone created all this

10. As she grew older she knew she had done somethings that she knew was wrong.

11. She had friends who talked about church – “I’m not into that”
12. Now older – her friends began to die and going to funerals – you suddenly realize and contemplate your mortality.

13. A nudge on the inside would question eternity?  “Not my thing”

14. She never said “no” to God – but 100s and 1000s of times he gently knocked on the door of her heart and she never opened the door.

15. All she wanted was to be left alone.  Not bothered by the “God thing.”
16. “Just leave me alone”

17. One day God said “I will leave you alone”  To be left alone by God is what we call hell

18. REALITY:  The reason we don’t get what hell is – is because we don't’ understand what heaven is!!!


HELL’S TORMENT

1. Many perceive Heaven as the ultimate pleasure factory.  
· The ultimate frat party – 
· We got the get out of hell free card!!!
· Harp playing
· Cloud surfing

2. Heaven is about a relationship with God. It is where the will of God is fully demonstrated.
· “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
· Its about a relationship with God!
· Heaven is -  Living out eternity in a meaningful relationship with God!
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3. If you don't want a little God down here, why would you want a lot of God up there?

a. Heaven is about a LOT of God.
b. God centered and God focused.
c. There is no need for lights or a sun because the glory of the SON lights up all of heaven.

Revelation 21:23  NLT And the city has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light.

Matthew 7:21-23 NLT  21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.

22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’

d. If you don’t know HIM here – you will not know HIM there.  

4. All the metaphors about hell are God simply giving people what they want: A life without Him.


THEME SONG OF HELL:  “I did it my way”

Matthew 8:12 . . . those for whom the Kingdom was prepared—will be thrown into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Matthew 13:50  throwing the wicked into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


Matthew 22:13  ‘Bind his hands and feet and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

**YES – there may be actual literal lakes of fire, darkness, and teeth gnashing but it could also be a reflection of the eternal punishment of the soul.

a. Outer darkness is a place where God’s presence is not known.  

· You think this world is corrupt?  Dark?  Wait until you remove all of the Christians and God’s Spirit and presence!!!

· BECAUSE you wanted to be alone –without God -  “I’m giving you exactly what you wanted.”

b. Burning fire is when someone's desires are unimpeded.  

· Seems so horrific and sadistic to us – But its describing those who are getting the fulfillment of their desires 

· KEY:  there is nothing to stop their desire – so they burn for more alcohol, they burn for more drugs, Money, and sex.  

· The desire is never met.  And they burn from within. 

c. Weeping and gnashing of teeth is living and knowing those desires will never fulfill you.  
· Knowing they desire something that is not going to fulfill them.
· Constant craving for more – left unsatisfied!

d. “True Hell” is about the absence of God and not having a relationship with God.

e. Hell was never created for man.

Matthew 25:41  NLT  “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons.”

f. Man was always intended to have a relationship with God.
· “I created you to know me and spend time with me”

· WOW:  HE Never intended that someone would actively choose to not have fellowship with Him.

5. If people persist in wanting a life without God, He will honor their will and let them have it.


Romans 1:24-28  NLT   So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. 25 They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen.

26 That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the women turned against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. 27 And the men, instead of having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for each other. Men did shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within themselves the penalty they deserved. 

28 Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking and let them do things that should never be done. 2

Never God’s intention or desire to not have a relationship with men and women!

a. God the Father will let people have what they want: A life without Him.

b. He sent His Son so they can have a life with Him.

CLOSE:

1. Every person here / Watching on line / YOU have to decide what you believe?

2. What does your heart say?

3. LIE TO DEFEAT:  Good people go to heaven | Bad people go to HELL

4. REALITY:  Rejecting or accepting of Jesus as Lord determines your destiny.  

Luke 10:20 (Jesus said) “rejoice because your names are registered in heaven.”

Revelation 20
11 And I saw a great white throne and the one sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from his presence, but they found no place to hide. 

12 I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God’s throne. And the books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to what they had done, as recorded in the books. 


13 The sea gave up its dead, and death and the grave gave up their dead. And all were judged according to their deeds. 14 Then death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second death. 

15 And anyone whose name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.




5. WHAT IF I’M WRONG AND YOU’RE RIGHT?

· I’ve lived a very happy and fulfilling life.
· I didn’t live like you.  I chose not to become an alcoholic and lose my family
· I chose to live a good moral life that was filled with love, kindness, faith, family and friends.
· I have lived the absolute best this life has to offer.

6.  WHAT IF I’M RIGHT AND YOU’RE WRONG???
· What if there is a life after this one?
· What if our decisions down here – really do make a difference?
· I’ve poured my entire life into making rescue after rescue!!


OFFERING

Matthew 16:27  For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.

As you invest into this church – you are investing in eternity.

  Every Sunday that someone makes a decision for Jesus – those of you who give, sow, bless, tithe, have a part in that eternal reward!

You make the father proud!

You’re not just keeping the lights on, doors open, staff paid . . . 

YOU ARE FUNDING THE KINGDOM PURPOSE AND WORK SO PEOPLE CAN BE BORN AGAIN AND LIVE FOREVER WITH GOD!

Next Week – Death

Death is a change of address
Death is not to be feared.  Death is not loss ohh death where is your sting

NOTES FOR FUTURE

Lazarus – the gulf between 

JESUS TEACHES ON HEAVEN

MATTHEW 25

“Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps, 4 but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. 5 When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
6 “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet him!’
7 “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then the five foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’
9 “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’
10 “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked.11 Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’
12 “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’
13 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.
Parable of the Three Servants
14 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was gone. 15 He gave five bags of silver[b] to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip.
16 “The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the money and earned five more. 17 The servant with two bags of silver also went to work and earned two more. 18 But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and hid the master’s money.
19 “After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how they had used his money. 20 The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five more.’
21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together![c]’
22 “The servant who had received the two bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver to invest, and I have earned two more.’
23 “The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’
24 “Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. 25 I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money back.’
26 “But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, 27 why didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’
28 “Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver. 29 To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. 30 Now throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
The Final Judgment
31 “But when the Son of Man[d] comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations[e] will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left.
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’
37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters,[f] you were doing it to me!’
41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons.[g] 42 For I was hungry, and you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. 43 I was a stranger, and you didn’t invite me into your home. I was naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’
44 “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’
45 “And he will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.’
46 “And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.”
