AFTERLIFE
PART 3:  Eye Witness Account


1. LAST WEEK:  Death Uncovered – MUST SEE
· Answered a lot of questions and took some of the mystery out of death.

2. THIS WEEK:  Eye Witness Account
3. Turn in your Bibles to Luke 16
4. Jesus shares an eye witness account to the AFTERLIFE
5. In the 38 parables Jesus told, he never called anyone by name. 

6. In this story, He identifies two of the characters by name, Lazarus and Abraham, and a “rich man”.

7. You’ve heard of Reality TV–

8. This is even better, it’s Reality Bible.

Luke 16:19-24 NLT Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 21 As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores.

22 “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side.

24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’

25 “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’


What can we learn from this eye witness account about the afterlife.

FIRST OFF . . . 
1. It matters more who says, “hello” than who says, “goodbye.”

a. I’m sure the rich man had an elaborate funeral.
b. The entire city probably came out to say “GOODBYE”
c. Everyone is hoping they’re in the will.
d. Notice: he didn’t take anything with him.  
e. **There is no mention of Lazarus funeral.  His body was most likely just thrown out of town in the garbage heap.

LUKE 16:22  NLT  “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, 

f. The dead are not alone.  
g. The angels are there to meet them.
h. Angels will escort you home.
i. There is nothing to fear.

SECOND LESSON IS . . . 
2. Heaven and hell are actual destinations.

a.  EX:  If I said I was going to Los Angeles to see my son.  It is an actual destination.  

b. Not a mythical or imaginary place.

c. The Bible teaches that hell is a very real place. 

d. Now if this was a theology class I would tell you Abraham’s bosom, or paradise, was where the souls of all the righteous dead went BEFORE the cross. 

e. After the cross, Jesus took these folks to heaven. But don’t get so distracted that you miss the point. It’s okay to call it heaven. 

f. The concept of hell was not invented by the church as a way of scaring your children to be good at bedtime. 

g. It is an actual place. In this passage Jesus gives us a very clear picture of what it is really like. 

h. EX:  STORY IS TOLD - ARMY CHAPLAIN:  Who reported to a new duty station. Upon arrival some of the men came to see him and asked him this question; 

· Do you believe in a literal hell? He replied that he did not. 
· The men asked him to resign and he asked them why.

· Their response to him was; “If there is no Hell then we don’t need you and if there is a Hell we don’t want you to lead us astray.”
i. Brain teaser:  Why would God create hell?

Matthew 25:41  NLT  “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons.”

· The ultimate expression of God’s love is seen by His willingness to give us the freedom to choose.

· It is the greatness of God’s love -- not the lack of it -- that allows mankind to experience hell.
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j. God did not want us to love him because we had to. Love is always a choice. 

k. He did not want robots – objects of love without option. 

l. God could have forced us to love Him but He did not. He gave us the choice. 

m. ”Free will” is one of God’s greatest gift to mankind and also our worse curse. 

n. To be created in the image of God is to have the ability to choose our destiny.

o. EX: Adam and Eve:  Eat of the tree of life and LIVE - OR - Eat of the other tree and DIE!

THIRD LESSON WE LEARN IS . . .
3. Eternity validates true wealth.  

a. Wealth and riches in this life mean nothing.

b. EX:  The poorest man on earth will be richer than every single person in hell.

c. CHALLENGE QUESTION:  Would you rather be rich for a few years on earth or rich for all of eternity?

d. Jesus teaches us to seek first the kingdom of God.

e. It is so easy to become captivated by the THINGS of this world.

· Has anyone ever been depressed because of the amount of bills you have?

· Anyone ever been frustrated that you don’t live in a bigger, nicer, house??  Newer car

· If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior / Adopted into the family of God / Born Again:   You are one of the wealthiest human beings on the planet!!!

· You have a gift that no dollar amount can purchase!

1 Timothy 6:10-11 NLT  But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.

Jesus taught us . . . Mark 8:35-37  NLT   If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it. 36 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? 37 Is anything worth more than your soul?

f. EX:  The rich man would have gladly surrendered his life of wealth and pleasure for freedom from the torture of hell.

g. EX:  You may be eating smack ramon noodles AGAIN! SMILE!  You are rich in Christ Jesus!!!!

FOURTH LESSON WE LEARN
4. Eternity will resemble life here.  

Luke 16:23-24  NLT   and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side.  24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’
(3 THINGS)
a. We will possess a physical likeness.  
· Our spirit bodies resemble us. 
· Lazarus had a finger 
· Rich man had a tongue
· One of the greatest questions is will we know one another.
· You will look like you.
· We will know and recognize one another.


HALFWAY
Heavenly Bodies

1 Corinthians 15:42-44,   51-54

42 It is the same way with the resurrection of the dead. Our earthly bodies are planted in the ground when we die, but they will be raised to live forever. 43 Our bodies are buried in brokenness, but they will be raised in glory. They are buried in weakness, but they will be raised in strength. 

44 They are buried as natural human bodies, but they will be raised as spiritual bodies. For just as there are natural bodies, there are also spiritual bodies.

VERSE 51
51 But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! 52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be transformed. 

53 For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies. 54 Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, 

b. We will know more not less.  
· Will we know each other in heaven – Rich man recognized Lazarus.

· How did he know Abraham?  He had lived a 1500 years ago.

· EX:  No photos on the internet!

· EX:  I don’t think they had name tags on.

· If the rich man recognized from hell, I presume it will be the same in heaven.

· When you get to heaven you get smarter

c. We will have memories.
· We are not in some zombie state.

· The rich man remembers Lazarus and that he has five brothers still living on earth.

Luke 16:27-31 NLT   “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home. 28 For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’


· He saw into heaven . . . One of the greatest frustrations people will face in hell is looking for eternity at where they could have been.  A life of regret!

· Hell will be a place of eternal remembrance and regret.

· In hell there will be what I call “invitation remorse.” 

· It won’t be over something you did, but it will be remorse over something you didn’t do: accept Jesus.


FIFTH LESSON WE LEARN IS  . . .
5. Jesus is the ultimate thirst quencher.  

Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’

a. I believe the thirst the rich man had was the same thirst everyone has in this life–it’s a thirst for God. 

b. This thirst for God only becomes more intense and agonizing in hell.

c. This thirst cannot be satisfied with anything the world has to offer. 

d. Only Jesus can satisfy this thirst. 

Jesus said, 
John 7:37b-38 NIV  “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 

39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

SIXTH LESSON IS . . . 
6. The decisions we make on this side of heaven are irrevocable.

Luke 16:25-26  NLT    “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. 

26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’

a. EX:  There is a great chasm that is fixed permanently between heaven and hell and no person can cross it. 
b. Your decisions are lasting!
c. After death, it’s too late to change your eternal destination. 
d. Your faith is your fact.

LAST LESSON . . .
7. The time to be a soul winner is now.

Luke 16:27-31 NLT   “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home. 28 For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’

29 “But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers can read what they wrote.’  30 “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’

31 “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”

a. MAJOR LESSON:  Residents of hell would do anything to stop their loved ones from coming there.

b. They have a constant, chronic concern for lost people who are still alive and are headed for hell.

c. HONOR your relatives or friends that have passed by placing your trust in Jesus Christ.  

d. You can’t change their destiny – but you can reach their family members still living, their friends, coworkers.

e. INTERESTING????  How did Jesus know they wouldn’t believe if a dead person came back to life to warn them?

f. Jesus’ death burial and resurrection was just a short time after this story was told.

g. He was prophesying of his own resurrection and many who didn’t believe!!!

h. There is one who has come back from the dead.

i. He showed himself for 40 days to over 500 people.

j. People have the Bible and Jesus has risen from the dead–and many still reject Him. 

k. I’m sharing the Word of God with you today, and I’m proclaiming that Jesus is alive. 

l. If that’s not enough for you to want to miss hell, you wouldn’t repent if a corpse came knocking on your door in person.

8.   We need to “fight like/BETTER than hell” to stop people from going to hell.
a.  What does that mean?

EX:  If my FBI agent friend told me they had viable intel from a reliable source that an airline baggage employee has converted to Islam and has plans to plant multiple new non traceable bombs on planes tomorrow on flights leaving C/Springs.  

Would I not do you an injustice to have that information and allow you to get on a flight Monday morning.

Apostle Paul said ;  Romans 9:2-3 NLT  My heart is filled with bitter sorrow and unending grief 3 for my people, my Jewish brothers and sisters. I would be willing to be forever cursed—cut off from Christ!—if that would save them.


b. We need a fervent, compassionate concern for people around us who are headed toward hell.

c. Sometimes we get so involved in spending time with believers and enjoying fellowship with them we forget there are people all around us who are going to hell. 

d. Could you pray: “God, you can send me to hell if it would mean that every person in C/S would go to heaven?” 


CLOSE:

1. Send me into the harvest field.
2. Let’s make it HARD TO GO TO HELL in Colorado Springs!

Matthew 9:36-38  NLT  36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.37 He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.”

INVITATION

1.  EX:  Tragic Southwest Airline Accident
· 43 year old - Jennifer Riordan sitting by the window.
· November 11, 1974 - April 17, 2018

2. In the blink of an eye – she is gone to eternity
3. There are some of you sitting here – you have said, “Someday I will take that step of faith.”

John 11:25-26  NLT  Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.

Romans 2:4  TLB  Don’t you realize how patient he is being with you? Or don’t you care? Can’t you see that he has been waiting all this time without punishing you, to give you time to turn from your sin? His kindness is meant to lead you to repentance.





