
Ontario
Social Studies

Grade 4 
Early Societies 



Resource Highlights

3-Part Lesson Plans

Links to Relevant Websites

6 Sets of Student Texts

Assessment Tools

Culminating Task:  Museum

Aligns with Ontario 
Curriculum



Lessons
1. How Do We Learn About the Past?
2. How Does the Local Environment Affect a 

Society?
3. How Do Maps Helps Us Learn About a Society?
4. How Does the Environment Shape a Society?
5. How Were People Organized?
6. What Were Homes Like?
7. What Were Families Like?
8. What Work Did People Do?
9. How Did People Learn and Have Fun?
10. What Did People Believe?
11. How Did People Get Around?
12. What Legacies Did Early Societies Leave?

Culminating Task: 
Early Societies 

Museum



Full Lesson Plans
Getting 
Started:  
Activating 
Prior 
Knowledge Working 

On It:  
Using 
Parallel 
Texts and 
Tasks 

Materials 
List 
(including 
hyperlinks) 

Reflecting and Connecting:  Each Expert Group 
shares what they have learned about their 
early society as it reflects upon the focus of 
the lesson.



Student-Friendly Workbooks 
for Each Expert Group

• Students work in groups.  
• Each group become the experts on 

one society & shares knowledge 
with the rest of the class.

• Teacher models with Early Aztecs



Student-Friendly Workbooks

Each of the 6 Expert Groups Has 
a Different Workbook 
But the Same Tasks!



Consistent Workbook Format 
for All 6 Early Societies

Medieval England Ancient Greece Anishinaabe

Ancient Egypt Ancient China lnuit

Lesson 8:  What Kind of Work Did People Do?



• Preassemble texts and tasks 
before beginning unit

OR
• Copy day-by-day

Lesson Plans



Mapping



Student-Friendly 
Text



NOTE:  All 
Resources Are 

In a Zip File!
Lesson Plans & Culminating Task

Early Societies Expert 
Group Workbooks



Answer Keys



Assessment Tools



Chat Stations



Culminating Task
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