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Deal or No Deal

Part 1:  The Decision of a Lifetime!
OVERVIEW
Deal or no deal?  You win some and you lose some.  But how do you make sure you win more than you lose?  Making good deals is based upon the decisions we make in everyday life.  Those decisions are formulated by the many things and people that influence our life.  In the history of the world there are some monumental world-altering decisions that were made.  This message will lead people to a greater commitment in Christ and teach them the anatomy of the decision making process.  [We used this series to launch on Easter Sunday.]
RATING

Adults and Teenagers

GET READY
1. Purchase two silver brief cases on Ebay.  We were able to find them for around $25 each.  Cut out a large number “1” and “2” out of black poster board and tape to the side of the brief case.  You will need a table to set the cases on and a stand for each or you can simply have an item they lean against.

2. You will also need ten $100 bills, a can of soup, and an apple.  Place the can of soup in case number one and the $1000 in case number two.
3. Pre-record or have a person prepared to perform live the product sales pitch below under Background, point #4.
MESSAGE OPENING
1. How many of you have ever watched Deal or No Deal?  How many of you think people wimp out to early and make a bad deal?
2. Deal or No Deal is a popular game show where contestants choose one case from 26 cases to try and win a million dollars.
3. It’s a game of chance, luck, and it takes some guts.  It is all based upon the choices and decisions of the contestant in hopes of improving their lifestyle.
4. Bottom line is it all comes down to choices.  Make the right choice and you win.  Make the wrong choice and you lose.
5. What would you do with a million dollars?
CHOICES OF LIFE
1. Statistics tell us the average human being will make 6-12 life altering decisions in their lifetime.

2. We make thousands of decisions each day.  What we will eat or wear, our hair, when to go to bed, what to watch on TV, work, school, etc.
3. Millions of decisions in a lifetime!  But roughly 6-12 life changing ones.

4. What are they?  Well, there are some obvious ones like who you marry, what college to attend or what career you choose.
5. The trouble is we never know when one of those simple decisions we make could turn into a life changing decision.

a. [Example]  There are countless stories of people on September 11, 2001 that made a simple decision to go to work late, drop their child off at school first, or some other random thing which kept them from being in the building when the planes hit the World Trade Center.

6. In football there are approximately 120 plays per game yet typically five or less plays determine the outcome of the game.  As one coach put it, “We have to play every snap of the ball as though it could be a game changing play.”
7. [Example]  [Take a bite out of an apple.]
THE WORLD’S BEST AND WORST DECISIONS
1. Adam’s decision to eat a piece of fruit not only affected him but had one of the greatest impacts on the life of every human being.
2. His choice broke the relationship between God and man.
3. Therefore God needed a plan to restore the relationship.  
a. God made a decision to implement a plan.
b. His Son Jesus made the decision to participate and willingly to come to Earth to carry out the plan.
c. Above are the two best decisions ever made and impact the world every day.
4. John 3:16-17 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  NIV
5. For 33 years Jesus walked on earth and then willingly decided to sacrifice His life for ours.  
6. He was beaten, tortured, and hung on a cross to die.  They buried him, put guards at his tomb and covered the entrance with a large stone.

7. But three days later he arose form the grave.  The Bible tells us he walked on the earth for 40 days to prove he was alive and this wasn’t a hoax.  (Acts 1:3)
8. So let’s review:  
a. Adam made his decision.
b. That led to God’s decision of seeking a sacrifice.
c. That led to Jesus’ decision to give His life for ours.
d. That leads to you and me making the decision of a lifetime - Deal – No Deal?
e. To help us navigate our choices and decisions lets take a look at the story of two men.

f. Turn to Genesis 25
BACKGROUND

1. Jacob and Esau were twin sons of Isaac & Rebecca.
2. [Read Genesis 25:21-34.]   
3. Tradition was that the oldest male received the birthright and the inheritance.

a. It was a place of position, possession and power.  
b. Esau made a bad decision and was willing to give this all away.

c. Let me give you an example of what that might look like today.
4. [Example]  [Bring up a volunteer from the audience.]  ________________(contestant), today we want you to make a decision as to which case to open.  Case number one or number two?  But before you do we are going to let our announcer tell you what is in each case.  Bob, would you please tell us about the choice and decision that is before __________________ today.

5. Announcer (either recorded or someone in the sound booth with a microphone):  Thanks Pastor.  In case number one we have a delightful surprise that will entice even the pickiest of eaters.  Your mouth will water your taste buds will stand at attention as your eyes behold Wolfgang Pucks delectable signature series beef stew.  Wolf Gang Puck, the world’s most amazing chef, has created his own series of famous soups for your eating pleasures.
6. Okay _________________ that is a pretty impressive prize.  Let’s just open the case and let you see that the prize is really in case number one.  [Open the case and show the can of stew.] Tempting isn’t it?  You better believe it.  Now let’s hear what is in case number two.  Bob, tell us what is in that case?
7. Announcer:  Thanks Pastor.  If you thought case number one was an impressive option wait until you hear what we have for you in case number two.  This case comes with a grouping of ten.  No, not ten cans of soup by Wolfgang Puck.  This guy is more well known.  He is one of the founding fathers of our nation.  He is the man that discovered electricity.  Is it light bulbs? No, it is simply ten autographed photos of Ben himself.  [Open the case.]  You’ve guessed it, ten $100 bills for a grand total of $1000 dollars.

8. Now ____________________ (contestant’s name) I know this is a difficult choice, but which case would you choose?  Case number one or two?  [Allow the contestant to choose]
9. How many of you agree that he/she made the best choice?  ___________________ we would like to thank you for playing our game and we would like to give you a prize!  Sorry we can’t let you keep the money it goes back into the church account, but we can let you have the can of soup as a consolation prize. [Give them the can of soup.]  
10. Today we want to talk about the anatomy of a decision.  I want to go inside and take a look at how our decisions affect us.
ANATOMY OF A DECISION
1. Major decisions not only affect us but those closest to us.

a. Esau just shut the door to his son, his grandchildren, and his great grandchildren.
b. So many people say, “It’s my life I can do what I want.  It’s not anyone else’s business.”

c. Almost every decision we make will impact those closest to us.

d. My decisions affect my family, my wife, my kids, and my friendships.
2. Shortsighted decisions today will often lead to a road of regret tomorrow.
a. Sounds like a country song, “I knew it was wrong, but thought I’d make it right.  Now I’m in the ditches because I listened to the brain in my britches.” 

b. How do people get into debt?  Bad decisions yesterday.
c. How do people end up in prison?  Bad decisions last month.
3. Esau exaggerated his present circumstances to justify his bad decision.
a. Remember what he said?  “I’m about to die.”
b. He justified his decision, “I have to do this, there is no other way out!” This was just to appease the desires of his stomach.
c. People like this approach because it makes them a victim instead of being responsible.  “I was forced to – I had no options.”
d. The strongest of believers with the highest of morals will be challenged when the right circumstances surround you.  

e. The easy way is not always the best way.  [Read the following story.]
There once was an aging King who had no sons to be his successor.  So the King called all of the young men to his court and gave them the following instructions.  “The young man who is to take my place must know how to care and nurture the people of my kingdom.  Today I will give each one of you a seed.   Take it, plant it, water it and care for it and 90 days from now bring it back and I will choose my successor.”  
All of the young boys scurried home and planted their seed.  Young Oliver was just as excited as the rest of the boys.  He watered his seed, fertilized it and gave it plenty of sunshine.  As the other boys seeds began to sprout, Oliver stared at his pot of dirt with disbelief and frustration because he could not seem to get anything to grow.  

Finally the day came to appear before the King.  As Oliver arrived in the courtyard with his pot of dirt the other boys had plants of all sizes, shapes, and colors.  “Why did I even bother to come?” Oliver thought.  When the King entered he began to survey the young boys and their plants and his eye was drawn to Oliver with his empty pot.  Oliver looked at the ground but then the King called for the boy in the back with the pot and no plant.  “How embarrassing, what will I say?” thought Oliver as he slowly moved through the crowd.  When he finally reached the King, he was asked for his name.  The King took the pot of dirt and addressed the crowd who waited with anticipation.  “Today I present to you, Oliver, the successor of my kingdom and your future king.”

You see what the boys didn’t know was the emperor had boiled the seeds so it would be impossible for them to grow or sprout.

4. Good decisions have a long term high yield return.
a. How many of you have a retirement fund?  Every year I struggle to put money aside into my IRA.  Man that is hard!  However, there will come a day that I will be very thankful I made those investments.
b. I’ve never regretted not experiencing a divorce.

c. I’ve never regretted I didn’t become a cocaine addict.

d. We have to ask ourselves, “How will I feel about this in five years?  Ten years?
e. Good decisions to follow Jesus Christ today will pay off HUGE in the future!

5. Jacob recognized a great deal and took it!

a. “Hmmm.  Take the deal and I inherit everything or say ‘No Deal’ and get nothing!”
b. It was an easier decision than __________________ (earlier contestant) had in choosing between a can of soup and the $1000.
c. Jacob thought about his family, his future, and the big picture of life. 

d. Esau was only thinking about himself and his immediate desires. 
e. These two men are a picture of the struggle and challenge that men and women face today.
f. Live for the moment or live for the future?

6. Every decision you make following the sin nature will cost you something.
a. Bad decisions could end up costing you time, energy, relationships, money, credibility, and potentially even eternity.

b. How much are you willing to pay for sin?
c. How much are you willing to pay for a momentary pleasure?
d. For every action there is a reaction. 

7. Wake up!  The enemy doesn’t make fair deals!

a. The devil is out to rip you off!  He wants to make the worst deal possible with you.
b. John 10:10-11 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.   11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. NIV
c. The devil’s goal is to convince you what he offers is better than what God offers.
d. [Example] Pick up the apple again.  What price could you put on the planet earth?  How much is it worth?  Adam sold the entire world and his soul for one measly piece of fruit!
e. Why do you believe the devil is going to make you a better deal than Adam?

Genesis 3:4-7 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; NIV

Deuteronomy 30:19 “I set before you life and death, blessing and cursing, therefore choose life!”
CLOSING
THE DECISION OF A LIFETIME

1. Death or life is your choice!
2. Let’s take a look at the Deal or No Deal board to help you identify the two choices.

LIFE




DEATH

Friend of God



Friend with the Devil

New Start



Old life

Blessings



Cursing

Health




Sickness

Joy




Sorrow

Sight




Blindness

Hope 




Depression

Royalty



Poverty

Freedom



Slavery

Success



Failure

Peace




Discontent

True Love



Empty Lust

Champion



Loser

Faith




Skepticism 

Enlightened



Deceived

Adopted by God


Manipulated by Satan

Satisfied



Wanting

Light




Darkness





Heaven



Hell

Jesus is Lord



Satan is Lord

So the question is, “DEAL. . . . .  OR NO DEAL?” 
3. Do you choose life or death?

4. To the believers here today.  Are you selling out your birthright, your family heritage in Christ Jesus for a momentary pleasure of this world?  Recognize the value of what you have and hang on to it at any cost.

5. For the rest of you I have one final offer from the banker.
a. How much would it cost to have a relationship with God?
b. How much do you think it will cost to have a relationship with Jesus Christ?
c. The Bible tells us it is a free gift.  You can’t earn it or buy it. 
d. Acts 3:19-21  Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-even Jesus. 
e. [Give an invitation for people to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.]
PAGE  
7
h2oSermonSource.com
Volume 13, Sermon 6

