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Deal or No Deal

Part 2: Influence
OVERVIEW
Deal or no deal?  You win some and you lose some.  But how do you make sure you win more than you lose?  Making good deals is based upon the decisions we make in everyday life.  Those decisions are formulated by the many things and people that influence our life.  In the final three messages of this series we will look at the top influential factors in making good decisions. 
RATING

Adults and Teenagers

GET READY

Set up the two numbered brief cases from last week on the table to the side of your stage.

Youth Service Option:  Buy or Borrow the DVD Deal or No Deal game and have a contestant play it live on a big screen.

MESSAGE OPENING
1. Today we continue or series called, “Deal or No Deal.”
2. We are talking about the influence of our decisions and how to navigate the choices and decisions in our life.
3. If we make the right decisions it can take us higher in life.
4. If we make poor decisions it can take us down.
5. Most of us have multiple factors that influence our lives and decision making process.
6. There is a challenge question on the top of the handout I want you to answer.  “Who or what has the greatest influence on you when making a decision?”      
7. Write your answer on the paper.

8. We also have people around us who help mold and shape our decisions.

9. How many of you have seen the show, Deal or No Deal?  Who helps the contestant make his/her decisions on which case to choose?  They usually invite three close friends or family members to be with them on stage and help in making the decision.  
10. Today and over the next few weeks we want to take a look at the various things that should influence our decision making process.

INFLUENCE

1. The influence of Jesus Christ.
a. Luke 14:27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.   NIV

b. Remember the bracelets from years ago with WWJD?   “What would Jesus do?” This is still a valid question to ask ourselves.
c. If Jesus was standing right beside you how would it influence your decisions?
d. Many people talk about Jesus influencing their life, but in reality it seems like many struggle to really allow His life be seen through their own.

2. The influence of our personal boundaries.  
a. Boundaries are meant to keep us safe.  We need to set limits and guidelines concerning  
· morals, 
· values, 
· beliefs, and 
· convictions.  

b. Parameters must be pre-set and pre-established in our lives.
c. Choices of what is right and wrong are never healthy if you’re trying to make them on the fly in the heat of the moment.

d. They need to be unconditional, non-compromising, and definitive. 
e. Write them down.  Make it your homework this week.  “My personal boundaries are . . .”
f. We read in the book of Daniel about the four Hebrew children Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego who established boundaries concerning their diet and food.

g. Daniel 1:8   But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.  11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 "Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see." 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. NIV

h. Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego  

· In Daniel 3 we read about King Nebuchadnezzer who built a 90’ tall idol.
· When all the inhabitants heard the music play they were to turn and bow to the new idol.  If they don’t they would be burned in the furnace.

· Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had already determined that they would not serve or bow to any other gods.  
· Daniel 3:12  “But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon-Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego-who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up."  NIV
i. Daniel had to make a similar choice in sticking to his values and beliefs of prayer.  (Daniel 6)
· King Darius put out a decree:  Daniel 6:7 . . . enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions' den. NIV
· Daniel stood up for his belief in prayer and was thrown into the lion’s den.
j. We each must establish a priority system.
k. Let me share some of my personal boundaries.  [Share some of your own boundaries.]
· Family is a priority to me.  Therefore it greatly influences many of my decisions concerning my schedule and the commitments I do or don’t make.
· Honesty guides me through life.  I have made the decision that I will never tell a lie.  Therefore my word is good and people know they can trust me.

· I have also made the commitment that Job did in Job 31:1 when he said, "I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl. NIV says I guard what my eyes focus on or give attention to.
3. The influence of God’s Word.
a. When we have a decision to make we need to ask ourselves, “What does the Bible have to say on this subject?”
b. 2 Timothy 3:16-17  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  NIV
c. The more I read the Bible the greater its influence on my life.
d. The Word of God will mold and shape you into a godly person and help you choose wisely.

4. The influence of people.  

a. This one is huge!  This could be family members, co-workers, fellow students, husband, wife, or neighbor.

b. We always pick on kids and teenagers about “peer pressure.”  Yet adults are just as guilty of falling prey to peer pressure as any of the kids. 

c. Why did you buy that new car?  Was it to keep up with the Joneses?  Who were you trying to impress?  Why do you feel you need to have new clothes?  A new boat?
d. Galatians 1:10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ. NIV
e. Sometimes the bad influence comes from the people closest to us.  Look what Job’s wife said to him.
f. Job 2:7-9 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head. 8 Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes. 9 His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!" NIV
g. I thank God I’m not married to her!  I’m thankful my wife makes me a better person!

h. Proverbs 11:14 Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counselors there is safety. NKJV
i. When Peter and John were released from prison it says they went back to their own people.  (Acts 4:23)  Their own group of influencers in their life.
j. People can also influence you to make good decisions that will help you improve.
k. Paul rebukes Peter’s behavior in Galatians 2:11-14 “When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 12 Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.   14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?”  NIV
· Who are the people that are allowed to get in your face and ask you the tough character questions?

· Who can tell you, “NO”?  Who has permission to correct you?
· We all need people in our life that will be truthful and transparent with us.
l. 1 Corinthians 4:15-17 I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me.  NIV
· Who are the people you model and imitate?
CLOSING
1. As we wrap this up today which one of these four influences we talked about comes in first place?  Hopefully all of them.
2. Spend an extra 10 minutes this week in a quiet time with the Lord.
3. Take some time and write out your personal boundaries and then discuss them as a family.

4. Spend another extra 10 minutes this week reading your Bible.

5. Last but not least, and maybe the most daring…ask three people closest to you what things they see in your life which need improving.
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