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Deal or No Deal

Part 4: Even More Influence

OVERVIEW
Deal or no deal?  You win some and you lose some.  But how do you make sure you win more than you lose?  Making good deals is based upon the decisions we make in everyday life.  Those decisions are formulated by the many things and people that influence our life.  In the final three messages of this series we will look at the top influential factors in making good decisions. 
RATING

Adults and Teenagers

GET READY

· Set up the two numbered brief cases on a table to the side of your stage. 
· Prepare and purchase items to give away for the opening segment.
· Print the “Deal or No Deal Challenge” located at the bottom of this outline on card stock to pass out as people leave.

MESSAGE OPENING
1. [Example]  [Walk through the crowd with your assistant giving people options for deals.]
a. Pen or a pencil?

b. $5 bill or a $10 bill?

c. Starbucks gift card or a free ticket to the local cinema?

d. Snickers candy bar or Milky Way?
2. Some of you made some good decisions.  We are in the final part of our series called, Deal or No Deal.  A game show where a good decision could lead you to a million dollars or one dollar.
3. For the past few weeks we have been talking about influence.  Who or what are the things that influence the many decisions in our everyday life?
4. On your handout are the first eight topics we shared.  Today we are picking up with number nine.  Follow along on your handout as we go through these last four influences.
REVIEW
1. The influence of Jesus Christ.
2. The influence of our personal boundaries:  
3. The influence of God’s Word.

4. The influence of people.  

5. The influence of the facts and circumstances. 

6. The influence of our motives.

7. The influence of the Holy Spirit

8. The influence of our past.
EVEN MORE INFLUENCE

9. The influence of our goals.
a. They say that less than 3% of Americans have written goals.
b. Without goals in life we tend to wander aimlessly.

c. When Jesus came to earth he had a specific goal and mission to accomplish which affected everything He did.
d. [Example: Share some personal goals you have set and how it influences your daily life.]
e. Philippians 3:14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  NIV
f. When we fix our eyes on a target the odds are much greater to accomplish success in our lives.

g. [Optional Example]  Bring up a volunteer and blindfold them.  Ask them to throw a dart at the dart board on the stage wall.  Then ask them to do it without the blindfold.  Make sure they do not throw the dart toward the crowd.  (
h. Goals in our life help us to take aim and not become distracted.
10. The influence of our knowledge and wisdom.
a. Many people make decisions based on fear.  Fear is often the result of a lack of knowledge.
b. “I don’t want to go in the dark room.”  Why?  They don’t know what is in there.  When the lights are turned on, knowledge of what is in the room comes and it alleviates fear.

c. The same is true with many of our life decisions today.

d. Let’s take a look at what the Word of God has to say on the subject.

e. Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. "Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children.  NIV
f. Proverbs 2:10-15 For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. 11 Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you. 12 Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose words are perverse, 13 who leave the straight paths to walk in dark ways, 14 who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil, 15 whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways. NV
g. Proverbs 4:5-9 Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or swerve from them. 6 Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and she will watch over you. 7 Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom.  Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 8 Esteem her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, and she will honor you. 9 She will set a garland of grace on your head and present you with a crown of splendor."  NIV
h. Proverbs 8:10-11  Choose my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather than choice gold, 11 for wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her. NIV
i. Can you see the value of knowledge and wisdom in our every day life?

11. The influence of consequences.
a. There are consequences for everything we do!  Good ones and bad ones!
b. In all of our decisions we need to evaluate what the consequences could be?

· If you drink and drive, the consequence could cost you or someone else’s life.

· If you choose to smoke, it is a proven fact it can lead to lung cancer.

· If you choose to live a morally pure life and be faithful to your spouse the consequence will be a healthier marriage.

c. Most of the time people don’t count the cost.  Or if they do it is in the heat of the moment and they believe the lie “it won’t happen to them.”

d. [Example]  As a husband, father, and pastor I have evaluated the cost of making a bad moral decision in the area of sexual purity.  If I was to have an affair with another woman I could lose my incredible wife.  She would leave me and take the kids.  Now I have limited access to my children and a broken relationship there.  I would not only sin against my family but against my Savior who gave His life so I could have victory over sin.  As a pastor I would lose my job since it is dependent on my character and integrity.  If I lose my job, I have no other resource for income.  I would end up losing my house, my cars, and living in a cardboard box under the bridge.  “Hmm. . . . that woman is pretty, but she is not worth trading in all that I have for a 15-30 minute romp in the hay.”  
e. We don’t sin because we don’t want to!

f. Deuteronomy 28:1-2  If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God:   NIV
g. Every time we choose God’s consequences our life is going to be much better off.
h. Genesis 2:16-17  And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."  NIV
i. We have to ask ourselves, “If I do or don’t do this, what are the long term repercussions?”  Don’t you think Adam wished he had really thought through the cost of his decisions?
j. Heaven and hell are real places with real consequences.  The decisions we make here on earth will determine where we spend eternity.  We cannot deny that or pretend it really doesn’t matter.
12. The influence of money.
a. A lot of people have done a lot of crazy things because of the influence of the all mighty dollar in their lives.

· What would you do for a million dollars? 

· How many remember the movie from years ago called, “Indecent Proposal?” Robert Redford’s character offers one million dollars to sleep with Woody Harrelson’s wife, Demi Moore.
· We have heard of people selling their children for money.  Can you believe it?

· Why do people turn to prostitution?  Sure, it is for money.
· People sit in prison today because of the influence and overkill desire for money.

b. We either control money or it will control us.

c. Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  NIV

d. God’s not opposed to us having money, he opposed to money having us.  He doesn’t want it to control us.

e. 1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  NIV
f. Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  NIV

CLOSE

1. So there you have it.  Twelve of the top influences in our decision making process.

2. Now it’s up to you what you do with them.

3. The Bible tells us we can choose to be hearers only or doers of the Word of God.

4. On your way out today we want to give you what I call “The Deal or No Deal Challenge.”

5. Take this card and put it in your wallet, purse, Bible, or personal planner.  The next time you have a decision pull this out and review the twelve influences and the challenge questions.

6. Hopefully it will help you make a great “Deal” and decision!
[The following is provided in a separate Word document labeled “Challenge” for easy printing on cardstock.]
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1. The influence of Jesus Christ.   (What would Jesus do in this situation?)

2. The influence of our personal boundaries.  (Does this line up with my morals and values?)

3. The influence of God’s Word.  (What does the Bible say about this?)

4. The influence of people.  (What do those closest to me think?)

5. The influence of the facts and circumstances.  (What are the unchangeable facts?)

6. The influence of our motives.  (What is my motivation?)

7. The influence of the Holy Spirit.  (What does my heart say?)

8. The influence of our past.  (How is my past influencing my decision today?)

9. The influence of our goals. (Does this fit with the goal and vision for my life?)

10. The influence of our knowledge and wisdom.  (What would be the wise thing to do?) 

11. The influence of consequences.  (What is the worst and best case scenario?)

12. The influence of money.  (How would this affect me financially?)
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