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Deal or No Deal

Part 3:  More Influence  
OVERVIEW
Deal or no deal?  You win some and you lose some.  But how do you make sure you win more than you lose?  Making good deals is based upon the decisions we make in everyday life.  Those decisions are formulated by the many things and people that influence our life.  In the final three messages of this series we will look at the top influential factors in making good decisions. 
RATING

Adults and Teenagers

GET READY

Set up the two numbered brief cases on a table to the side of your stage.

MESSAGE OPENING
1. Today we continue or series called Deal or No Deal.
2. We are talking about navigating choices and decisions in our life and the things that influence those decisions.
3. If we make good decisions it leads to good deals.  If we make poor decisions it can lead us to a bad deal.
4. Just like on the show, Deal or No Deal, the very next decision you make could be a million dollar choice.

5. I’m sure out of this many people there is someone here who has been stopped or arrested for DUI (driving under the influence).  Alcohol or drugs influenced them in a negative way and caused a behavior that ended up being a “bad deal.”

6. Last week we covered the first four influences that you see on your handout. Let’s review them quickly and then I will share four more with you.
INFLUENCE

1. The influence of Jesus Christ.
2. The influence of our personal boundaries:  
3. The influence of God’s Word.

4. The influence of people.  

MORE INFLUENCE

5. The influence of the facts and circumstances. 

a. What are the facts in the case?

b. This is one of the areas some people get off base in their walk of faith.  They think ignoring the circumstances is putting their faith and trust in God.
c. Yet this really isn’t faith but denial.
d. That is the theology of the Christian Science religion.  They deny the symptoms exist.

e. In our Christian faith we recognize the situation and release faith in our God who is greater than our biggest problem.
f. We assess the facts and make a decision.

· Students:  The facts are you have an exam tomorrow at school.  Hopefully the knowledge of that information leads you to study and prepare tonight.

· Parents:  You have three kids who would like to go to college after high school.  Hopefully those facts lead you to start a college fund when they are born.

g. Circumstances of life will attempt to override your personal boundaries.

h. You control the circumstances around you or they will end up controlling you.

6. The influence of our motives.
a. What motivates you?  What energizes you?

b. In the book of Acts we read about Ananias & Sapphira who were motivated by greed.   (Acts 5:1)
c. They lied about their finances and it ended up costing them their lives!
d. Wrong or impure motives cause us to make bad decisions.
e. Ask yourself,   “Why am I about to do this?  What is the motivation behind my decision?”
f. If your motive is to get rich quick, you will most likely be tempted to take short cuts to achieve it.

g. Check your motives:
· Why do you plan that extra meeting with that person of the opposite sex? To discuss business or to be close to him/her?
· Why are you giving that person a Christmas gift?  Is it based out of love or do you feel obligated to do it?  Or are you giving them a cheap gift because you know if you do they will give you an expensive gift in return?

· Are you only working hard when your boss is around?
· Are you wearing clothes to impress or seduce?

· Are you giving in the offering to be seen of men or because you believe in the vision of this church and the promises of tithing?
· Do you attend church out of guilt or passion?
· Are you overworking to do a good job or to climb the success ladder?
· Are you being nice because it is a part of your character or are you trying to manipulate someone to get something?
h. All of us need to check our heart motives.  If we will walk with pure motives it will lead us to make good decisions and ultimately making a good deal.

7. The influence of the Holy Spirit.
a. This one is HUGE!

b. When the Word of God is not specific on a subject we need to rely on the leading of the Holy Spirit which lives and abides within us.
c. How do you know who to marry?  Which job to accept?  Which house to buy?  When is it the right time to start your family and have a baby?
d. We have to trust and rely upon the influence of the Holy Spirit to give us insight on these and other subjects.

e. Psalms 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. NKJV  
f. [Example]  God is like the guy in the control tower at the airport.  He sees from a better perspective than the small window the pilot has from the cockpit on the plane.
g. John 16:13 But when He, the spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come.
h. Psalms 85:8   I will hear what God the LORD will speak, For He will speak peace to His people and to His saints; NKJV
i. When we follow the peace of God in our lives it will always lead us to that place of rest and safety.  We need to learn to trust and rely on the Holy Spirit to guide us through life.
j. 1 John 2:20 “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.”  NIV or the King James Version says, “But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.”
8. The influence of our past.
a. Our past can be fuel for the future or an anchor from the past which holds us back.
b. If we learn from our past it can help us avoid the same mistakes we previously made.

c. Yet many bad decisions today are made out of the wounds, hurts, or fears from yesterday.
d. Philippians 3:13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

e. The life of Joseph is a great example of how someone can overcome their past to fulfill the destiny God has for them.
· He is betrayed by his brothers and sold into slavery.
· He is falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife of rape and thrown into prison.
· He is forgotten by the butler and baker after he interprets their dreams in prison.
· But he ultimately became the second most powerful man on the planet as Pharaoh’s right hand man.
CLOSING 
1. Let’s review the four points of influence from today.  What were they?

a. The influence of:   
· Facts and circumstances.
· Our motives.
· The Holy Spirit.
· Our past.
2. Deal or no deal?  Let these four influences be a part of your decision making process.
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