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Frontloading
Activities

Here are three wonderful frontloading activities you can use before beginning fo
read this book in order 1o get studentsprepared to understand the deeper context.

1. Take a Stand: Discuss the meanings of the words “fate” and “coincidence” with
students. Youmay want to offer an example of a time when coincidence seem
tohave had a major effect on the direction of your life. Studentswill likely offer
examples from thelr own experiences. Then ask students toreflect on the

questions:
+ Does everythingreally happen for a reason, as though our lives were

preplanned by someone else?
= Qris life is life just full of unexplainable coincidences that randomly

determine the the big eventsin each of our lives?

Put the word “FATE" on one wall, and the word “COINCIDENCE" on the other
wall. Askstudentstostand somewhere between the two walls to how they
feel about this concept. They wil repeat this activity afterlisteningto or & o
reading Christmas Tapestry, to see if their views have changed. sa rem’hder of
0 a
2. Pictures: | have provided five public domain pictures which represent items or or Svent
eventsfrom the book. As thisstory involvesreferences to World War 11,
concentration camps, and the Jewish faith, the picturesreflect theseideas. Have o
students work in pairs or small groups to discuss the pictures, as they predict what - thf Q chyr,
these pictures might have to do with Christmas. Youmight need tofil in the gaps, Sl mfrnigfe, <l
so that students are better able to understand what two of the characters, Mr. & ¥ 10 five ; and hjg or
Mrs.. Zukor, experienced in the 19407, n

. Vocabulary Match: |have provided cards with vocabulary from the story, from the
story, as well as definitions. Distribute one card 1o each student and allow them to
circulate to find their “partners”. By the end of the activity, students should be
standing in pairs, with one student holding the vocabulary word and other the
definition. Have each pair read thelr cards, and have the class decide If the cards
matchup, discussing their reasoning. Then have students share their ideas about
what kind of story they think will involve this vocabulary.

" Activating Prior
Knowledge




Unit Components

This literature unit, based on the work of my favorite children’s author Patricia
Polacco, covers a variety of curiculum areas.

+  Fronlloading: Assome of the ideas in thisbook may be new to students, |
hawve provided three different activities to help build the background
knowledge they may need:

» Take A Stand
= Pictures
» Vocabulary Match

*  Drama: Inmy classroom |like to use theideas of Jeffrey Wilhelm (Action
Strategies for Deepening Comprehension to allow my students o experience
the feelings and decisions of the charactersin any book we are reading. | have
provided 5 role play ideas for ready use in the classroom.

+  Writing: There are many opportunitiesin Christmas Tapestry for students to
immerse themselves in writing in the role of a character. | have provided 5
different writing activities tohelp children think very deeply about the themes of
this book.

+ Art | have provided examples of various tapestries for you to explore this art
form withyour stfudents, as well as directions for students to create their own
tapestries.

* Math: The cloth that Mrs. Zukor made is a central part of this story, and | have
created a measurement sheetin which students are asked 1o estimate the
dimensions and cost of this cloth.

Comprehension: While almost all of the above activitieslead studentsintoa
deeper understanding of the themes of the story, | have included comprehension
guestions that allow you to analyze how well your class has truly understood the
concepts of fate versus coincidence.




Measurement

Measurement in Christmas Tapestry

Tapestries can be made in many sizes, depending upon what they will be used for,
Atapestry company, Heirloom European Tapestries, says on its website that good
quality tapestries sell for about $150 for a small 2ft by 2ft tapestry.

1. Look atf the cloth hanging on the wall inthe book.  About how long
do you think the cloth is2 About how wide do you think it is? [Hinf:
Look at Mr. Weeksstanding by the tapestryl]

| think Mrs. Zukor's cloth is about

long and
wide because

2. Based on your estimates of the length & width of the clothin the story, what
would the area and perimeter be?

| think the area of the cloth would be and the

perimeterwould be because:

ould cost about $150.00, about how much would a cloth
se days?

ristmas Tapestry: Answers

ks, depending upon what they will be used for.
bean Tapestries, says on its website that good
or a small 2ft by 2ft tapestry.

wallinthe book. About how long
how wide do you think it is2 (Hint:
tapestryl)

6 feet long and 4 feet

s Mr. Zukor, and men are generally around
s it is tall, so | think it is about 4 feet wide.

length & width of tThe clothin the story, what

e?

be 24 square feet

andthe

mulliply length by width. é X 4 = 24,
. To get the perimeter | add all four
perimeteris 20 feet.

st about $150.00, about how much would a
e days?

en a 1" by 1" square would cost
ot costs about $75.00. If

, then | mulliply 75 X 24, which is 1800. The
as sold as a tapeshy these days.

Answer Key




—es of fabric which have been woven and
h can tell the viewer a story, particularly if there are

Battle of Ha

rour stude
then trying

Qper Weaving with Watercolors (don't womry that it's 1#
would do fine with these explicit step-by-step

» Paper towel

» Paintbrushes

= Containers of woter
» Watercclor paint

* Pencils

» Rulers

= SCissors

+ Glus

Instructions:

. If possible, show students The Art of Making o Tapestry, for them to get an idea of
the complexity of weaving.

2. Distribute materials to students.

3. Play the Paperweaving with Watercolors videcs, allowing students to work
through the process step-by-step.

Variation: Instead of having students paint watercolors before weaving, you can
simply give them seasonal colors (ie. red and green) to de the weaving.

Alternative: Have students choose one of the 4 designs on the following pages, vsing
seasonal colors.

weaving/Color




Christmas Tapestry: Dramn A~tivitiae

Ifyou are using Christrmas Tapestry as a read-aloud, yd
stopping at key momentsin the book to involve your s
activities. These activities generally allow students to
book, exploring the feelings and perspectives of those

In Christmas Tapestry, the main character, young Jond
moved with his family to Detroit where his father will b4
church. Jonathanis upset, and is questioning what pq
come of thismove. Studentsneed to spend some tim
“what’s the point2” viewis one of the central themes 4

Here are two points at which you could stop and ask s
feelings and experiences of the characters:

1. Phone Call From a Friend: At the beginning of the
gathered around the dinner table taking about thi
the story, you could stop here and divide the class
(Group 1] will take pm theraole of Jonathan, and 1
his best friend from Memphis, who calls at the end 4
likes his new home. Have all the Group 1 students
2sstand up 1o find a “Group 1" partner. Circulate g
enter “conversations” whenyou can see students
task. This role play could be repeated at theend o
doubts about why his family o e gl g

2. Diary Entry: Have students j&
after meeting the Weeks j
background knowledgg
World War |l before beg
share with your studen
the concentration ca

Allow them 5 to 10 min
fiend or with the class, as v\

3

™ 'her feelings and perspecti
A& Jgest you getin the hotseaf]

Tableagux: Choose an importan
of the damage of the sacristy, off
with the weeks family). Put the
illustrationis represented by as
within thelr group to:

. choose roles.

. have each group membepqield
might be thinking to the
during the scene.

] determine the order |

. physically arrange 1,
identical as possibl
turn.

Signal each group 1o}
clear signal. Studeg
order. Alibe [
from

Myene from the story (for example, the discovery
E old wgg sharing the story of her marriage
Hents| Bups so that each person in the

t. @S students about 3minutes to work

e senfence which their character
01 saying aloud to another character)

h character wil speak.
b that they are in silent, still positions as
™ the book’s llustration when it is their group’s

by clapping your hands twice, or some other
€ and recite their lines in their predetermined
Cleaux, the teacher claps To release the students

his comprehensio
\J The role of one of the
Fortunity to ask this “hotsed

ptegy involves one person (teacher OR student)
ficters. The rest of the participants have the
haracter questions o help them learn more about
#1fyou have never done type of activity before, |

“1 perhaps as Jonathan or the old woman,

“¥elp your students have a betterunderstanding of
otseat” cards that you might want to hand out fo
=~ uestions ahead of fime. Aftersome practice and
S questions of students will begin to go beyond the
orite colorz)” to deeper questions that wil show that

e various events and issues that affect the

a0 Thon, how do you feel about having to make friends in

oviding reflective answers 1

Qrkin groups to create a prequel to the

day in Memphis when Beth & Jonathanlearn
[The Weeks family and the Zukors sharing a
emwrite out these scenes, or simply give
Auring the same class. Hopefully students
bs of fate and/or circumstance during these

weaving/Coloring
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