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Constituent Assembly of India 1947  

Dear Representatives,  

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you all to the Constituent Assembly of India, 1947, a 

time when India was standing at the threshold of gaining independence from the British Raj. 

The Constituent Assembly, consisting of indirectly elected representatives, was established 

primarily, to draft a constitution for India. The 2nd Session of the Indian Constituent 

Assembly ended on 25th January 1947.  

We will begin our session on the 28th January, 1947.   

During the 3 days of the conference we will be discussing a wide variety of issues addressing 

the geopolitical aspects of India. The following two sub-parts would be deliberated in detail:  

First, the possibility of the division of British India into India and Pakistan. This will be 

highly concerning question in the minds of all members as the proposed division might form 

nations which would hold much less power in the world scenario in the future than a unified 

India  

Second, the integration of Princely States in India. As the British left India, they gave the 

princely states two option, first to integrate with either of the two proposed nations (in case of 

a separate nation) or become an independent nation in themselves. The responsibility of this 

political integration has been put on the able shoulders of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The aim 

of the Constituent Assembly has to be to persuade these princely states to integrate with the 

Indian Republic.  

Representatives, this edition of the Daly College MUN offers you a golden opportunity to be a 

part of the history that affects our present lifestyles. A conference like this is not only about 

your oratory skills, but also how you present your point of view and information to the others. 

This is not only about winning awards but also about your ability to cooperate and coming to 

consensus. As you can imagine, the committee sessions will be full of breath-taking debates 

and there will be several dead ends. However as concerned citizens, we hope that you 

successfully tackle the agenda at hand.  

We are looking forward to chairing the Constituent Assembly of India,1947 and I assure you 

that it will be an experience worth a lifetime. We look forward to meeting you all.  

Yours truly,  

Executive Board,  

Constituent Assembly of India,1947  
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Constituent Assembly of India,1947  

Executive Board  

1. Khush Bhachawat – Speaker  

2. Mahika Vats– Deputy Speaker  

3. Mehar Kulkarni – Scribe  

Short Note on The Constituent Assembly  

In 1934 the idea of a Constituent Assembly for India was put forward by M. N. 

Roy, a pioneer of communist movement in India and an advocate of radical 

democratism, for the first time. Subsequently, it became the official demand of 

the Indian National Congress in 1935. The demand was accepted in August 

1940 offer by the British. On august 8, 1940, a statement was made by the by 

the Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow, on the expansion of the Governor-General’s 

Executive Council and the establishment of a War Advisory Council. This offer 

also known as “August Offer of 1940” also promised for giving full weight to 

minority opinion, recognizing the Indians to form their own constitution. Under 

the cabinet mission plan of 1946, elections were held for the first time for 

constituent Assembly. The Assembly consisted of members from the British 

India provinces as well as the Princely States. As per the result of the elections 

the Congress won 208 seats and Muslim league won 73 seats. However, after 

the elections, the Muslim league (leaving some) refused to cooperate with the 

Congress. The 2nd Session of the Indian Constituent Assembly ended on 25th 

January 1947. The committee will pick-up from the 28th of January. The 

committee will have representatives from the INC, the AIML, the British 

representatives as well as the princely states.  
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Introduction  

  

The committee will address the following:  
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1. The necessity of Partition of India   

The asks for a separate nation have grown louder since the Direct-Action Day 

of the All-India Muslim League and needs to be addressed as the death count 

due to the raging communal riots continue to rise.  

2. Borders and Accession of Princely States  

Princely States have been given an option to join the proposed Muslim nation, 

India or remain independent, but the Indian National Congress, the majority 

party in the Constituent Assembly believes that these princely states need to be 

integrated into the Indian Republic. A considerable amount of these states 

possesses strength and valuable natural resources which leads them to believe 

that they can remain self-sufficient. Also, the maharajas and Nawabs feel the 

urge to regain their earlier status of being the supreme authority to the people. 

3. Special powers and privileges granted to accessing princely states  

To lure princely states to join the Indian nation, it might become necessary for 

the Assembly to offer the rulers some special privileges, these privileges 

would, though, be against the policy of INC to ensure equality to all people but 

is this a necessary evil need to be answered.   

    

History  

Following the rebellion of 1857, the Government of India Act 1858 made several changes to 

British administration in India. The east India Company was abolished, and India was made a 

colony under direct rule of the British crown. a secretary for the state of India was appointed 

and a council consisting of 15 members was also appointed, all of whom were responsible to 

the British parliament. A viceroy was appointed in Calcutta and was a representative of the 

crown in India. The period between 1857 to 1885 was a period of increasing political 

awareness among the Indian masses.   
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• 1885: BIRTH OF THE 

INDIAN NATIONAL 

CONGRESS   

The Indian National Congress was 

founded in 1885 by Allan Octavian 

Hume. The initial character of the 

congress was not anti-establishment. 

Many in the congress wanted to work 

within the British government and 

swore their loyalty to the British 

crown. Dadabhai Naoroji even became 

a member of the British House of 

Commons, the first Indian to do so. 

The first session of the INC was in 

Bombay. A few years down the line 

constant opposition from the 

government and other factors led to 

radical elements gaining voice in the 

congress. By 1907 the party was split 

into two halves. In the Surat session of the congress, Tilak and other radicals were forced to 

leave the congress. This is known as the Surat Split   

• PARTITION OF BENGAL 1905    

In 1905 the viceroy Lord Curzon divided Bengal. The reason he cited was that this would 

improve efficiency in administration. However, most Indians viewed this as an attempt to stop 

the revolutionary activities and divide India on communal lines. Widespread protests were 

conducted throughout the country and the Swadeshi movements started. The British were 

taken aback. They announced the 1909 reforms and appointed a few moderates to the imperial 

and provincial councils.   

• FORMATION OF THE ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE  

The Muslims alarmed by Tilak’s emphasis on Hinduism started the all India Muslim League in 
1907 by Nawab Khwaja Salimullah. Initially the league was formed to promote loyalty of Indian 

Muslims towards the British government, to protect rights of the Indian Muslims and to place 
their needs and aspirations before the Government and finally to overcome the feeling of 

hostility among Muslims towards other communities. However, later it started demanding 
separate electorates for Muslims and then finally a separate nation for the Muslims of India.  
  

• FIRST WORLD WAR 1914   

When the British entered the Indian army in the world war there was a nationwide political 

debate calling for independence. The divided congress reunited in Lucknow in 1916. Tilak 

moderated his views and shared a stage with Gokhale. He along with Gokhale and a young 

Jinnah formed the home rule movement with Annie Besant. India contributed largely to the 

British war effort giving up its men and resources in the war. After the war to mollify the 

Indians the British came up with the Montague Chelmsford reforms of 1919.   
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• THE NON-COOPERATION MOVEMENT 1920   

Mahatma Gandhi announced his plan to begin Non-Cooperation with the government as a 

sequel to the Rowlatt Act, Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the Khilafat Movement. It was 

approved by the Indian National Congress at the Nagpur session in December, 1920. The 

movement began with renouncing the titles given by the British. Students came out of the 

government educational institutions. In 1921, mass demonstrations were held against the 

Prince of Wales during his tour of India. The government resorted to strong measures of 

repression. Many leaders were arrested. The Congress and the Khilafat Committees were 

proclaimed as illegal. At several places, bonfires of foreign clothes were organized. The 

message of Swadeshi spread everywhere. Most of the households took to weaving cloths with 

the help of charkhas. But the whole movement was abruptly called off on 11th February 1922 

by Gandhi following the Chauri Chaura incident in the Gorakhpur district of U.P. After the 

non-cooperation movement leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhash Chandra Bose, C. 

Rajagopalachari were being heard and new parties such as the Communist Party, the Hindu 

Mahasabha, The Swaraj Party and the RSS came into existence.     

• SIMON COMISSION AND THE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT   

The recommendations of the Simon Commission were unacceptable to all Indians. The Indian 

national congress headed by Gandhiji and Nehru issued a declaration of independence or 

Purna Swaraj on 26th march 1930. The 1882 salt act gave the British government monopoly 

over salt. Gandhiji chose salt so that he could involve even the poorest man in his struggle. 

Gandhiji also laid before the viceroy a list of seven demands, which if not fulfilled would 

lead to a nationwide struggle. Gandhiji announced that he would march from his ashram in 

Sabarmati to Dandi in Gujarat and make salt. Non-violent protests were organized from 12th 

March onwards. Mass Civil Disobedience spread all over India with people making and 

selling salts illegally. In reaction the British government jailed over 60,000 people before the 

month end. Soon the movement went beyond just salt and British clothes were boycotted; 

forest laws disobeyed and land revenues not paid. The British responded with more laws and 

censorship but the movement would not slow down. This civil disobedience continued until 

1931 when Gandhiji was released from prison and called to England to hold talks with Lord 

Irwin. These talks would later lead to round table conferences held in England.  

• MUSLIM LEAGUE DEMANDS A SEPARATE STATE  

The first ever demand of a separate state for the Muslims in India was put forth by Sir 

Muhammad Iqbal. Subsequently, the belief that Hindus and Muslims were two different 

nations who could not live in one country, gained popularity among Muslims. The two-state 

solution was rejected by the Congress leaders, who favoured a united India based on 

composite national identity. Congress at all times rejected "communalism" — that is, basing 

politics on religious identity. Iqbal's policy of uniting the North-West Frontier Province, 

Baluchistan, Punjab, and Sindh into a new Muslim majority state became part of the League's 

political platform.  

• THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT 1935   
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The final constitutional effort at governing British India, articulated three major goals: 

establishing a loose federal structure, achieving provincial autonomy, and safeguarding 

minority interests through separate electorates. The federal provisions, intended to unite 

princely states and British India at the center, were not implemented because of ambiguities 

in safeguarding the existing privileges of princes.   

• 1935 THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY BECOMES THE INC’S OFFICIAL 

DEMAND   

The Indian National Congress adopted the formation of a constituent assembly as an official 

demand. The idea of a constituent assembly was first suggested by Manabendra Nath Roy, a 

leader of the communist movement in India. He was a radical activist, political theorist and 

an active supporter of the molding India into a democracy    

• 1936 LUCKNOW SESSION (INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS)   

Nehru was in prison when the Constitution of 1935 was being finalized and passed. He was 

arrested in February 1935 and was released later that year, in September, because his wife, 

Kamala, was gravely ill. Nehru presided over the Lucknow session of the Congress in April 

1936, which was attended by several former Congress presidents, including Gandhi. At the 

Lucknow session, the Congress faced the important issue of deciding whether to contest the 

elections to the provincial legislatures under the provisions of the new act which they 

ultimately decided to go ahead with.     

• 1936 BOMBAY SESSION (ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE)   

At the same time when the Lucknow session of the Congress was in progress, the All India  

Muslim League met in Bombay, with Jinnah (who joined the league in 1913) presiding. The 

League condemned the federal scheme of the 1935 Act, but decided to accept the provincial 

government scheme. It also decided to form its central and provincial parliamentary board to 

prepare for the coming election.  

• 1937 ELECTIONS   

At a meeting in Wardha, in Maharashtra, towards the end of April 1936, the CWC formed a  

Parliamentary Committee, with Rajendra Prasad, Vallabhbhai Patel, Abdul Kalam Azad,  

Bhulabhai Desai, Narendra Dev, Govind Ballabh Pant, and Khan Sahib from the North-West 

Frontier Province (NWFP) as members, to look after the organization of the 1937 election. 

These elections did have separate electorates for Muslims. The election afforded an 

opportunity to politically educate the masses as the Congress penetrated all parts of the 

country to spread its message. Though, the election results were an outstanding success for 

the Congress, the Muslim League could not form government in any province.   

The ministries that were appointed after the elections faced some difficulties in implementing 

policies because the governors often hampered free decision making, and at times 

confrontation became inevitable, leading to a constitutional crisis.   

• 1938 HARIPURA SESSION (INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS)   
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The Congress held its 51st session at Haripura, in Gujarat, in February 1938 under the 

presidentship of Subhash Chandra Bose, who had been released after detention and exile 

lasting more than five years. This session was the first one attended by ministers in-charge of 

provinces who participated as All India Congress Committee (AICC) delegates or members. 

Delegations from South Africa and Ceylon also attended. The event attracted so many 

participants that it came to be described as the biggest session in the history of the Congress. 

Subhash Chandra Bose appealed to the delegates to work as one supreme organ of mass 

struggle to fight the imperialist forces. To counteract the growing hostility of Jinnah and the 

Muslim League towards the Congress, Nehru moved a resolution on 20 February 1938 stating 

that: The Congress regards it as its primary duty and fundamental policy to protect the 

religious, linguistic, cultural and other rights of the minorities in India and will give widest 

scope for their development and their participation in the fullest measure in the political, 

economic and cultural life of the nation.    

Current Situation  

• 1940: RAMGARH SESSION (INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS)   

The situation was grim when the Congress met at its 53rd session at Ramgarh in March 1940, 

with Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad presiding. In an impassioned address, Maulana Azad 

pointed to the long history of the country when the ‘Muslims had lived as children of the soil, 

enjoyed brotherhood with the Hindus in developing a common nationality.’ He went on to 

say that there could be absolutely no reason why the Muslims should feel oppressed just by 

virtue of being a minority. Moving the final resolution of the Congress on the war crisis, 

Nehru pointed out that since the policy of Britain was to fight the war for imperialist needs 

and for the preservation of her empire, ‘The Congress cannot in any way, directly or 

indirectly, be party to the war.’ Declaring that its goal was nothing short of complete 

independence, the Congress now also asked for the formation of a constituent assembly to be 

elected on the basis of adult suffrage. Differences with the Muslim League were deepening, 

with the party insisting that no constitutional changes should be announced for India without 

its consent and approval.  

• 1940: AUGUST OFFER   

The Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow, caught between the intractable attitude of the British Prime  

Minister, Winston Churchill, on one hand, and the intransigent position of the Muslim  

League, on the other, announced a scheme in August 1940, which came to be known as the 

August Offer. This scheme proposed an expansion of the Executive Council and the 

establishment of a War Advisory Council, and suggested that after the war a body 

representing the principal elements of India’s national life be established to frame a 

constitution. This was not acceptable to the Congress, but Gandhi felt that at this time of 

crisis for Britain, he ‘would not be guilty of embarrassing the British people or the British 

government when their very existence hung in the balance.’ In September 1940, Gandhi met 

the Viceroy at Shimla, but again with no sign of a changed attitude on the part of the 

government, he launched his plan for individual Satyagraha.  

The government arrested Vinoba Bhave and also Pandit Nehru on 31 October 1940, and 

sentenced the latter to four years of imprisonment. Soon many leaders, among them Sardar 
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Patel and Maulana Azad, were also arrested. Undaunted, other leaders joined the individual 

Satyagraha movement in large numbers. Eventually, in December 1941, the government 

released the satyagrahis, including Nehru and Maulana Azad. The Congress, however, was 

not happy because it did not see this step as a reflection of change of policy on the part of the 

government.   

• QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT  

The British unilaterally without even consulting the Indians made India a party to the world 

war on the side of the Allies. In reaction the entire congress resigned from the government 

councils. Two movements for Indian independence came about this time. The Azad Hind 

movement of Subhash Chandra Bose and the Quit India movement that Gandhiji started after 

the failure of the Cripps mission. In August 1942, Gandhiji launched the Quit India 

Movement demanding for an immediate end of British rule. The Congress was banned and 

most of its leaders were arrested before they could start mobilizing the people. There were 

strikes and demonstrations all over the country. The people attacked all symbols of the 

British government such as railway stations, law courts and police stations. Railway lines 

were damaged and telegraph lines were cut. In some places, people even set up their 

independent government. The British responded with terrible brutality. There were 

lathicharges and firing at the unarmed demonstrators. Protestors were arrested and tortured 

and their homes raided and destroyed. But few leaders like Jai Prakash Narayan, S M Joshi, 

Aruna Asaf Ali, Ram Manohar Lohis, Achyut Patwardhan and Smt Sucheta Kripalani 

escaped the arrest and went into hiding and tried to guide the mass movement. The movement 

ultimately came to an end in 1944.   
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• 1942: CRIPPS MISSION   

The AICC met at Wardha in January 1942 to review the contemporary political scene. In 

March 1942, the British government sent the Cripps Mission to India to meet a cross-section 

of Indian leaders. It met the leaders of various political parties and announced that all steps 

would be taken after the end of the war to set up in India an elected body to frame a new 

constitution. The CWC rejected the proposal, considering this a dangerous move since it also 

accepted the principle that any province of British India that was not prepared to accept the 

constitution would have the right to retain its present constitutional position and structure.  

• 1945: WAVELL PLAN   

In 1945, the newly elected Labor government headed by Clement Attlee wanted to push 

ahead with solving what was seen as the "Indian Problem". However, the religious rivalry in 

India was coming to a head and made any potential solution very complex. At the Shimla 

conference in the summer of 1945, Lord Wavell and the All India Parties’ representatives 

met to discuss the British proposals, but the negotiations failed as the Congress was 

unwilling to accept the Muslim League’s claim to nominate only its members to the 

Executive Council and not any Muslim outside the League.       

• 1945-1946: COMMUNAL DIFFERENCES, RIOTS AND REBELLIONS   

Throughout 1946, communal disturbances took place in various parts of the country. Bengal 

was hit particularly hard, with acts of violence in Noakhali and Tipperah. It was becoming 

increasingly clear that as India was moving towards independence, one of the most pressing 

problems facing the country was the danger of large-scale violence in areas with a mixed 

population of Muslims and Hindus. Within the country, passions ran high when, after the fall 

of Japan, thousands of INA soldiers fell into British hands, facing trial for having waged war 

against the King.   

• 1946: CABINET MISSION   

In January 1946, the British government sent an all-party British parliamentary delegation 

known as the Cabinet Mission to meet the leaders of different parties in India with the aim of 

resolving the issue of independence. The Congress position was clear—that the basis of any 

dialogue could only be acceptance of the demand for independence, along with the plan for 

its implementation. The Cabinet Mission finally recommended that a constitution-making 

body should be formed to frame a new constitution, with an interim government in place.  

• 1946: ELECTIONS FOR THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY   

The Congress decided to accept the proposal for the formation of an interim government. 

Elections for the 296 seats were completed by August 1946 with the congress winning 208 

seats and the Muslim League winning 73. In September 1946, Jawaharlal Nehru assumed the 

office of prime minister in the interim government,+9 along with an interim cabinet. The 

Constituent Assembly for an undivided India met for the first time on December, 9, 1946.  

• 1946: THE MUSLIM LEAGUE   
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Fearing isolation, Jinnah and the Muslim League agreed to join the cabinet in October, but 

decided to boycott the Constituent Assembly. The demands for a separate state on religious 
lines was growing heavily. The Muslim League called for observing 16 August as ‘Direct 

Action Day’ to achieve Pakistan. This saw vast and widespread riots and violence especially 

in Calcutta.  

Key Issues  

1. Question of India and Pakistan  

During the British regime in India, the Muslims comprised of approximately 25% of the total 

population of the country. However, the religious differences between the Hindus and 

Muslims, despite their coexistence, had been marked. Such religious differences also 

translated into sharp social differences. Despite being neighbors, they refrained from eating 

or studying together. Even separate waters were allocated to the Hindus and Muslims while 

travelling, for instance, on train journeys. Intermarriage was strictly prohibited. While cows 

were preached by the Hindus, beef happened to be the staple meat for the Muslims. India was 

at the eve of its freedom from the British rule and all set to create its own government and 

constitution. The Muslims were apprehensive of the fact that, through the implementation of 

such governance and constitution, the Hindus were actually attempting to constrain the lives 

of the Muslims. They were afraid that the Hindu Majority will severely interfere with the 

Muslim ways of living as dictated by the Quran. In other words, they were almost sure that 

the Hindus will take away their social and religious freedom.  

In 1937 at the open session of the Hindu Mahasabha held at Ahmedabad, Savarkar in his 

presidential address asserted: "India cannot be assumed today to be Unitarian and 

homogenous nation, but on the contrary, there are two nations in the main - the Hindus and 

the Muslims."  

Jinnah made himself the forerunner of the Muslim cause and the demand of the Muslims was 

power, not only demarcated by geographical boundaries as specified under normal 

democratic conditions, but also involving religious appropriations. Moreover, emphasizing 

the purity of the Muslim religion, their demand was a separate nation designated ‘Pak – I – 

stan’, (Pak meaning purity and stan meaning place). To inspire and gather further Muslim 

support for his exclusive Muslim political party, Jinnah had advocated that an all-round 

integral development of the Muslim community was impossible without the existence of the 

proposed Pakistan. He had also posted a warning that in an undivided India, the dignity of the 

Muslims would eventually be degraded to that of the ‘Shudras’ (lower castes). He had further 

added that he would, “…. never allow Muslims to be the slaves of Hindus”. As described by 

Jinnah his ultimate goal was a consistent betterment of the Muslims, marked by 

developments in all the spheres of life.  

India by 1946, unnoticed by everyone, had been sitting on a bed of gunpowder of communal 

violence and the recipe for disaster had already been brewing.  

The Cabinet Mission Plan of 16 May, 1946 proposed a united India, a plan not accepted by 

the All-India Muslim League. The British proposed a second, alternative plan on 16 June 

1946. This plan sought to arrange for India to be divided into Hindu-majority India and a  
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Muslim-majority India that would later be renamed Pakistan, since Congress had vehemently 

rejected 'parity' of representation at the Centre. The Congress Working Committee, officially 
did not accept any of these plans.  

The Hindu Muslim conflict reached a flashpoint. Communal violence triggered by the ‘Direct 

Action Day’ had claimed the lives of approximately 4000 people with 20, 000 mortally 

injured and another 100,000 had been left homeless.  

Today we have reached standpoint of whether or not to adopt the two-nation theory. The 

Assembly needs to address if partition of a great nation really necessary or are the continuing 

acts of communal violence suppressible? The Assembly needs to contemplate whether it is 

willing to succumb to any demand of Jinnah and prevent the partition of India or it sees these 

demands as unaccommodating?  

2. Integration of Princely States  

British colonization of the Indian subcontinent began in the early 18th century. By the mid- 

19th century, most of the subcontinent fell under British rule. With the arrival of Lord  

Mountbatten as the Viceroy of India in early 1947, the British government under Prime 

Minister Clement Attlee clearly proclaimed the pending independence of India. Elections for 

provincial legislatures and the Constituent Assembly of India had been held in 1946. India's 

top political parties, the Indian National Congress and the All India Muslim League both 

began negotiating the impending transfer of power as well as the make-up of the new Indian 

government.   

When independence of India was proposed the states, which were under their hereditary 

rulers were given an option to merge with the Union of India or to remain independent, an 

option many preferred.  

Unifying post partition India & princely states under one administration was perhaps the most 

important task faced by then political leadership. In colonial India, nearly 40% of the territory 

was occupied by 565 small & large states ruled by princes who enjoyed varying degrees of 

autonomy under the system of British Paramountcy. The termination of paramountcy would 

have in principle meant that all rights that flowed from the states' relationship with the British 

crown would return to them, leaving them free to negotiate relationships with the new states 

of India and the proposed Pakistan "on a basis of complete freedom". Many of 565 princely 

states began to dream of an independent state of their own after independence. But in the 

speech of Indian independence bill the British Prime Minister Attlee said “all the princely 

states should compulsory integrate into the new states of India or Pakistan.   

The rulers of the princely states were not uniformly enthusiastic about integrating their 

domains into independent India. Some, such as the king of Bikaner was motivated to join 

India out of ideological and patriotic considerations, but others insisted that they had the right 

to join either India or Pakistan, to remain independent, or form a union of their own. Bhopal, 

Travancore and Hyderabad announced that they did not intend to join either dominion. 

Hyderabad went as far as to appoint trade representatives in European countries and 

commencing negotiations with the Portuguese to lease or buy Goa to give it access to the sea, 

and Travancore pointed to the strategic importance to western countries of its thorium 

reserves while asking for recognition. Bhopal attempted to build an alliance between the 

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Louis_Mountbatten,_1st_Earl_Mountbatten_of_Burma
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Louis_Mountbatten,_1st_Earl_Mountbatten_of_Burma
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Louis_Mountbatten,_1st_Earl_Mountbatten_of_Burma
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Louis_Mountbatten,_1st_Earl_Mountbatten_of_Burma
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Clement_Attlee
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Clement_Attlee
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Clement_Attlee
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princely states and the Muslim League to counter the pressure being put on rulers by the 

Congress.  

• CONDITIONS OF THE STATES   
The states of Gwalior, Bikaner, Patiala and Baroda were the first to join India on April 28, 

1947. Others were wary, distrusting a democratic government led by revolutionaries of 

uncertain, and possibly radical views, and fearful of losing their influence as rulers.  

1. Junagadh  

Junagadh State was founded in 1730. In 1807 it became a British protectorate. The East India 

Company took control of the state by 1818, but the Saurashtra area never came under the 

direct administration of British India. Instead, the British divided the territory into more than 

one hundred princely states, which remained in existence until 1947.   

The state of Junagadh has no common border with the proposed union of Pakistan. It was 

inclined towards joining Pakistan.   

The INC believes that if Junagadh is permitted to accede to Pakistan, communal tension 

already simmering in Gujarat would worsen. The state consists of 96% Hindu population.   

Hence the committee should definitely turn to the discussion regarding the decision of 

Junagadh to accede to which territory.  

2. KASHMIR  

The Princely State of Kashmir and Jammu was constituted between 1820 and 1858. It was a 

diverse state in terms of regions, religions, and ethnicities: to the east, Ladakh was ethnically 

and culturally Tibetan and its inhabitants practised Buddhism; to the south, Jammu had a 

mixed population of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs; in the heavily populated central Kashmir 

valley, the population was overwhelmingly Sunni Muslim, however, there was also a small 

but influential Hindu minority, the Kashmiri brahmins or pandits; to the northeast, sparsely 

populated Baltistan had a population ethnically related to Ladakh, but which practised Shi'a 

Islam; to the north, also sparsely populated, Gilgit Agency, was an area of diverse, mostly 

Shi'a groups; and, to the west, Punch was Muslim, but of different ethnicity than the 

Kashmir valley. Kashmir, a Muslim majority state is ruled by a Hindu king by the name 

Maharaja Hari Singh. He wants Kashmir to be an independent state. Kashmir being a highly 

strategic territory in geopolitical sense, the committee should definitely decide the fate of the 

state.   

3. HYDERABAD  

In 1798 Hyderabad became a princely state under the British East India Company's 

suzerainty. By a subsidiary alliance it had ceded to the British East India company the control 

of its external affairs. In 1903 the Berar region of the state was separated and merged into the 

Central Provinces of British India, to form the Central Provinces and Berar. Hyderabad, 

where the Nizam, Osman Ali Khan, Asif Jah VII, a Muslim ruler who presided over a largely 

Hindu population, chose independence and hoped to maintain this with an irregular army 

recruited from the Muslim aristocracy, known as the Razakars.  

In 1947 the State of Hyderabad was the largest of all princely states in India. It covered 

82,698 square miles (214,190 km2) of fairly homogenous territory and comprised a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Junagadh_State
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population of roughly 16.34 million people (as per the 1941 census) of which a majority 

(85%) was Hindu. Hyderabad State had its own army, airline, telecommunication system, 

railway network, postal system, currency and radio broadcasting service, all of this and its 

location made it a very important state of that time. Nizam Usman Ali Khan, the ruler, had 

always enjoyed a special relationship with the British Raj. When the British ruled out 

dominion status, the Nizam set his mind upon independence, under the influence of Muslim 

radical Qasim Razvi.  

Without Hyderabad, a large gap would exist in the centre of the united nation envisioned by 

Indian nationalists and the Indian public. Hence in this committee the discussion will surely 

turn on Hyderabad and its boundaries.  

4. Jaipur  

Jaipur state was founded in 1727 by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh II, a Kachwaha Rajput, who 

ruled Jaipur State from 1699-1744. Initially.  Jaipur is the first planned city of India and the 

King took great interest while designing this city of victory.  

Throughout the disintegration of the Mughal Empire, the armies of Jaipur were in a constant 

state of warfare. Towards the end of the 18th century, the Jats of Bharatpur and the chief of 

Alwar (Also a Kachwaha) declared themselves independent from Jaipur and each annexed 

the eastern portion of Jaipur's territory. A treaty was initially made by Maharaja Sawai Jagat 

Singh and the British under Governor General Marquis Wellesley in 1803, however the treaty 

was dissolved shortly afterwards by Wellesley's successor, Lord Cornwallis.   

In 1818 the Jaipur state became a British protectorate. In 1835 there was a serious disturbance 

in the city, after which the British government intervened. The state later became 

wellgoverned and prosperous. During the Indian rebellion of 1857 when the British invoked 

the treaty to request assistance in the suppression of rebellious sepoys, the Maharaja opted to 

preserve his treaty, and thus sent in troops to subdue the uprisings in the area around 

Gurgaon.  

A strong state both militarily and economically, it can be expected that Jaipur won’t agree to 

join the Indian Republic readily.  

  

5. Jodhpur  

Jodhpur history revolves around the Rathore Clan. Rao Jodha, the chief of the Rathore clan, 

is credited with the origin of Jodhpur in India. He founded Jodhpur in 1459. The city is 

named after him only. It was previously known as Marwar.  

Covering an area of 90,554 km2 (34,963 sq mi), Jodhpur State was the largest state under the 

Rajputana Agency.  

6. Bhopal  

The state was founded by Dost Mohammad Khan, an Afghan soldier in the Mughal army, 

who became a mercenary after the Emperor Aurangzeb's death and annexed several 

territories to his feudal territory. It came under the suzerainty of the Nizam of Hyderabad 

in 1723 shortly after its foundation in 1707. In 1737, Marathas defeated the Mughals and 

the Nawab of Bhopal in the Battle of Bhopal, and started collecting tribute from the state.  

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/British_Raj
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After the defeat of the Marathas in the Third Anglo-Maratha War, Bhopal became a 

British princely state in 1818. Bhopal State was the second largest state in 

preindependence India, with a Muslim leadership.   

During the Indian rebellion of 1857, the Bhopal state sided with the East India Company, 

according to the treaty between the Nawab and East India company.  

The State of Bhopal was one of the strongest and was headed by Hamidullah Khan, a 

powerful and reliable ruler. Hamidullah Khan was very close to Mohammad Ali Jinnah 

and along with the rulers of Travancore and Hyderabad was one of the most powerful 
voices in asking for independent rule over their states.  

7. Gwalior  

Gwalior State was an Indian kingdom and princely state during the British Raj. It was ruled 

in subsidiary alliance with the British by the Scindia dynasty of the Marathas and was entitled 

to a 21-gun salute. Gwalior was an important place because of its strategic location and the 

strength of its fort. The state was founded in the early 18th century by Ranoji Sindhia, as part 

of the Maratha Confederacy. Under Mahadji Sindhia (1761–1794) Gwalior State became a 

leading power in northern India, and dominated the affairs of the confederacy. The 

AngloMaratha Wars brought Gwalior State under British suzerainty, so that it became a 

princely state of the British Indian Empire. Gwalior was the largest state in the Central India 

Agency, under the political supervision of a Resident at Gwalior. In 1936, the Gwalior 

residency was separated from the Central India Agency, and made answerable directly to the 

GovernorGeneral of India.   

North-East  

8. Manipur  

The Kingdom of Manipur was a princely state of the British Rule, bordering Assam 

Province in the west and British Burma in the east. The Kangla Fort, located on the banks of 

the Imphal River, was where the palace of King Pakhangba was located. The region covered 

a total area of 21,900 km2 and comprised of a population of around 2,90,000.  

Manipur was ruled by the Ningthouja Dynasty.  Manipur under HH Maharaja Bodhachandra 

Singh wanted to remain an independent state.  

9. Tripura  

The Princely State of Tripura was one of the native states during the rule of the British 

Empire in India. During the early 19th century, the region was appointed as one of the 

princely states of India under the indirect rule of the British administration. The region 

covered a total area of 4,116 sq. m and comprised of a total population of 513,952 in the year 

1941.  

The Rulers of this State belonged to the Manikya Dynasty. Maharaja Brajendra Kishore Deb 

Barman took over the kingdom in November 1946 and was determined to keep it as an 

independent state.  
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10. Travancore  

It was a small princely state in the West Coast of India under the able rule of King Chithira 

Thirunal Balarama Varma who initiated development programs in the princely states since he 

assumed rule in 1931 in the fields of defence, finance and education. He removed all kinds of 

blockades to visit temples in the region, which was a privilege of the upper caste Hindus.  

Travancore was under the shelter of British India. The Prime Minister of the Princely State Sir 

C.P. Ramaswami Iyer wanted to make Travancore an Independent nation.   

  

Aftermath 

 (Only for reference purpose. This will not be used in the committee) 

After around 200 years of British rule, India finally attained independence on August 15, 

1947. On one hand, when the country was in a joyous mood of celebration, it also witnessed 

horrendous violence and mass killings due to partition. Tensions were high as some princely 

states had still not agreed to accession.  

 1948 - First war between India and Pakistan fought over Kashmir 

 1948 - Mahatma Gandhi is assassinated by a Hindu extremist 

 1948 - Muhammed Ali Jinnah dies  

 1948 - India refuses to allow the plebiscite in Kashmir and Kashmir 

separatism is born  

 1949 - To quell an uprising, India invades the independent country of Sikkim 

 1952 - India holds the first general elections, won by the Congress Party 

 1954 - The USA becomes the main provider of military goods and training for 

Pakistan 

 1956 - Pakistan enacts a new constitution and becomes an Islamic republic 

 1956 - Prime minister Nehru of India fosters a neutral stance between 

communism and capitalism and founds the Non-Aligned Movement 

 1957 - India annexes Kashmir 

 1961 - Pakistani president Ayub Khan signs a cooperation pact with the USA 

to counterbalance Soviet influence in India 

 1961 - India invades the Portuguese colonies of Goa, Daman and Diu 

 1962 - India fights and loses a border war with China  

 1964 - Indian prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru dies 

 1965 - India and Pakistan fight another war over Kashmir 

 1966 - Indira Gandhi, daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru, becomes prime minister 

of India 

 1970 - The secessionist Awami League led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman wins 

the elections in East Pakistan 

 1971– Third war between India and Pakistan. Defended by India, East 

Pakistan separates from West Pakistan and becomes the independent country 

of Bangladesh.  
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 1973 - Baluchistan rebels against Pakistan 

 1974 - Pakistan recognizes Bangladesh 

 1974 - India detonates an underground nuclear weapon 

 1974 - Sikkim votes overwhelmingly to join India 

 1975 - India annexes Sikkim 

 1975 - Indira Gandhi declares a state of emergency. 

 1976 - Indira Gandhi signs a cooperation pact with the Soviet Union 

 1977 - The corrupt government of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto in Pakistan is 

overthrown by a military coup led by general Zia ul-Haq 

 1980 - USA uses Pakistan to help rebels fighting the Soviet Union in 

Afghanistan 

 1984 - Indira Gandhi is assassinated and is succeeded by her son Rajiv 

 1986 - India rigs Kashmir elections and Kashmir separatists take up arms 

 1989 - Rajiv Gandhi is the first Indian prime minister to visit Pakistan 

 1989 - The separatist group Hizbul Mujahideen is founded in India-controlled 

Kashmir 

 1990 - the All Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF) is founded by Lalit Debbarma to 

fight for Tripura's secession from India 

 1991 - India liberalizes its protectionist economy 

 1992 - Hindu extremists destroy Babri Masjid in Ayodhya 

 1993 - Muslims and Hindus riot in Bombay (800 people died) 

 1993 - Muslim terrorists detonate several bombs in Mumbai killing 250 

people 

 1996 - Pakistan helps the Taliban overthrow the Afghan government 

 1998 - Pakistan provides North Korea with nuclear technology in exchange 

for missile technology 

 1998 - India and Pakistan conduct nuclear tests and become officially declared 

nuclear powers 

 1999 – India and Pakistan fight their fourth war over the Kargil issue. 

 1999 - Pakistani prime minister Nawaz Sharif is overthrown in a military 

coup led by general Pervez Musharraf 

 2001 - Pakistan helps the US fight the Taliban in Afghanistan 

 2001 - Terrorists attack the Parliament in New Delhi 

 2002 – Communal riots in Gujrat that kills over 1,000 people 

 2002 - The first democratic elections are held in Pakistan since 1999  

 2008 – Terrorist attack in Mumbai. India accuses Pakistan 

 2014 – NDA comes to power with Narendra Modi as the Prime Minister 

 2016 – Terrorist attacks on the Uri base camp followed by surgical strikes conducted by 

India in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir. 

 2019 – Terrorist attack in Pulwama, followed by military exchanges from both the 

countries. 

 

From the above timeline, it is quite evident that India and Pakistan do not share a pleasant 

history. It is said that partition of India saw the deadliest communal riots and large-scale 

migration. It also marked the beginning of a perennial border dispute between both the 

nations. India continuously claims that Pakistan is an extremist nation and provides a safe 

haven to terrorists on its soil. On the other hand, Pakistan refutes this claim by calling them 
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‘baseless’ and just an attempt to tarnish its image. It alleges that India has carried 

innumerable human rights violations in Kashmir.  

In India (at the time of partition), the states which had acceded, started getting restless. The 

country saw several violent and non-violent uprisings from several groups for a demand for a 

separate statehood on either linguistic or cultural or ethnic lines. This is very well 

exemplified by the Vishal Andhra Movement or the demand of carving Gorkhaland out of 

West Bengal.  

Pakistan, as nation, failed in upholding the rights of the minority while India also, though 

opted for a secular path, saw several riots and mass killings on communal lines. Both the 

nations have also faced several challenges to democracy. While the former has faced several 

military coups, the latter cannot forget about the days of emergency.  

India and Pakistan, immediately after independence faced major challenges like eradicating 

poverty (which they have still not been able to fully achieve). Both the countries had 

inherited a large chunk of illiterate and unemployed population. This posed a major setback 

in the development process. Representatives, you might think that if your demands of a 

separate or a united nation, are achieved, either way, problems like these would need 

comprehensive solutions. 

With India and Pakistan having fought 4 wars in a short span of about 70 years, one can 

imagine how grim the situation is. The main question here is, was this all preventable? Could 

better cooperation and understanding in the past have created a more suitable present? 

Representatives, one thing is for sure that all of us are not happy with how things unfolded 

and how the then leaders reacted. Their restraints or mistakes, have today, led to prolonged 

issues which have forced hostilities between the two nations. This whole section of the 

Aftermath is given here to make you realize where and how did we go wrong and how to 

cope with it.  

Questions to be Addressed by the Assembly  

1. Question of India and Pakistan  

The June Plan of Cabinet Mission suggested the formation of two separate nations, India 

and Pakistan. Though no final decision has been made on this issue it is imperative that a 

swift decision is taken on the matter as the number of casualties resulted in the 

altercations regarding this topic throughout the nation continue to rise.  

The Assembly needs to determine whether this partition is now inevitable and the 

only way to maintain peace in the subcontinent or will the assembly decide to bend 

to any and every demand of the All-India Muslim League.  

A lot of questions will face us even after the decision is made. If the partition is agreed 

upon then questions like which regions go to which countries? What will the 

International Boundary between these two countries? How to rehabilitate and 
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reconstruct the lives of those who will be affected? How would the military be 

divided among the resultant nations? Etc. need to be answered by the assembly 

along-with the repercussions of each decision  

If the Assembly decides to remain united as one country then it needs to discuss to 

what extent it is ready to bend to the wills of Mohammad Ali Jinnah and the All-

India Muslim League.  

Remember there is very less room for further talks with other parties once the Assembly 

has decided upon these issues and so these issues need to be dealt with smartly and 

comprehensively  

2.  Question of Princely States  

Political Integration of All States that would lie in India (united or after partition) is a 

stated aim of the Indian National Congress. But a lot of these states lie in areas with 

valuable resources like Thorium deposits of Travancore and are highly self-sufficient. A 

considerable amount of them wants to regain their previous strengths over their 

populations. To make these states a part of India would require a particular set of skills 

and compromises between the assembly and princely states. Negotiation with the princely 

states is must and should be done quickly. Again, the question of to what extent should 

the demands of these princely states be heard is an important one to address. Also, is 

it necessary to use other methods such as direct war over these states and 

appropriate measure or are there any indirect measures to ensure quick accession? 
The representatives of the princely states also need to keep in mind all the aspects and the 

implications of the decisions they make. The decisions need to be rational.  

  

  

Expectations from the Committee  

This being a historic committee you always have the option of replicating what has 

already happened, but we would prefer that you don’t do that. The concept of a 

historic committee is not to replicate but to improve upon the past. We can all 

agree that a lot of us are slightly unhappy if not completely disappointed with what 

happened in the Constituent Assembly. The Executive Board will look upon 

positively to creative solutions and a new perspective from each and every 
representative in the committee.  

Needless to say, you need to be very well researched with all aspects of the agenda 

to be discussed because only a well-informed committee can be a good committee.  

The committee requires a lot of lobbying and negotiations with several members. 

On our part, we will be there to help you at all stages and will try to ensure 

maximum participation during committee sessions.  
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Special Notes  

This being the Constituent Assembly the representatives will be granted certain 

options:  

• Both Hindi and English can be used during committee sessions, but beware 

that once you start a speech in one language you will have to speak that 

language for the duration of the speech.  

• Keeping in mind the real traditions and attires of India, you will be allowed 

to wear both Indian Traditionals as well as Western Formals.  

• Our e-mail account is Constituentassemblyofindia1947@gmail.com– feel free 

to contact us for any queries and clarification.  
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