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Below are the words for some popular bible readings for church wedding ceremonies. 

At most church weddings you will need to choose at least one bible reading. There’s such a wide 
selection that you shouldn’t feel you have to choose the famous passage from 1 Corinthians 13 that 
everyone seems to choose (“Though I speak with tongues of men and of angels…”)! 

The readings below are all based on the translation in the King James Bible (ie the traditional translation). 
If you’d like to see some different versions, there are lots of alternative/more modern translations of all 
these passages available through www.biblegateway.com. 

For further information about church weddings, contact us on: 

* * * * * * 

* * * * * * * 

London: 
020 8293 3392

Sheffield: 
0114 268 4841

Edinburgh: 
0131 202 9187

Email: 
help@weddingmusic.co.uk
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Song of Solomon 2: 10-13


Old Testament 

My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; the time of the 
singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; the fig tree putteth forth her 

green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Genesis 1: 26-28


Old Testament 

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created 
he them. 

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living 

thing that moveth upon the earth. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Ruth 1: 16-17


Old Testament 

And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou 
goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 

God: 

Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought 
but death part thee and me. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12


Old Testament 

Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. 

For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not 
another to help him up. 

Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? 

And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Psalm 128


Old Testament 

Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways. For thou shalt eat the labour of thine 
hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. 

Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about 
thy table. Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the Lord. 

The Lord shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life. 
Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Proverbs 31: 10-12, 25-31 


Old Testament 

Who can find a virtuous woman? For her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely 
trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all the days of her 

life. 

Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth 
with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the ways of her household, 

and eateth not the bread of idleness. 

Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her: “Many daughters 
have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.” 

Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. Give her 
of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Matthew 5: 1-10


New Testament 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

'Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.' 

* * * * * * * * 
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Matthew 7: 21, 24-end 


New Testament 

Jesus said, 'Not everyone who says to me, "Lord, Lord", will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only one 
who does the will of my Father in heaven. 

'Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not 
fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 

act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell - and great was its fall!' 

Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Mark 10: 6-9, 13-16


New Testament 

Jesus said, 'From the beginning of creation, "God made them male and female." "For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." So they 

are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.' 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke 
sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 'Let the little children come 

to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.' And he took them up 

in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

* * * * * * * * 
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John 2: 1-11


New Testament 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and 
his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to 

him, 'They have no wine.' And Jesus said to her, 'Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My 
hour has not yet come.' His mother said to the servants, 'Do whatever he tells you.' Now standing there 
were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus 
said to them, 'Fill the jars with water.' And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, 'Now draw 

some out, and take it to the chief steward.' So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had 
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, 'Everyone serves the good wine first, and 

then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.' 
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed 

in him. 

* * * * * * * * 
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John 15: 1-8


New Testament 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 

and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.' 

* * * * * * * * 
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John 15: 9-17

New Testament 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide 

in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete. 

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not 
call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You 
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 

the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another.' 

* * * * * * * * 
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Ephesians 3: 14-19 


New Testament 

For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 

strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that 
ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height, and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 

might be filled with all the fullness of God. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Ephesians 5: 22-33


New Testament 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 

For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of 
the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 

every thing. 

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a 

glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish. 

So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 

He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: for we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 

bones. 

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two 
shall be one flesh. 

This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let every one of you 
in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband. 

* * * * * * * * 
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1 John 4: 7-8; 12 


New Testament 

Beloved, let us love one another for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 

sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. No man hath seen God at any time. If 
we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

* * * * * * * * 
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1 Corinthians 13


New Testament 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 

knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not love, I am 
nothing. 

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have 
not love, it profiteth me nothing. 

Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in 

iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things. 

Love never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is 
in part shall be done away. 

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I 

know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

* * * * * * * 
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