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Be Nice! – don’t’ overwhelm.
We had a Pro Am game on April 30 where less experienced players were assigned
a more experienced partner. It looked like we had a good time. I did. Prior to
starting the play, the experienced players were cautioned to “be nice”. That
wasn’t the exact phrase used but I took it that way. I think we were asked to
“speak only when spoken to”. The fear is that the “Pros” will overwhelm the Ams
with more advice then they want.
Where did this fear come from? Overwhelm! Who? Us? You must be kidding! Our
“Pros” don’t overwhelm. They are just happy that they can do some small service
for those that are not quite as skilled. The needy. Some see it as community
service; kind of a skills development for the wealthy. We are breaking new
ground here. Commendable! True heartfelt concern for others!
The Pros have taught many lessons to many players (free of charge) and they
always give you a friendly smile after the lesson is over. They can’t help it if they
continually dominate the top of the leaderboard. Some don’t have a choice. They
just naturally put their pants on both legs at one time. The thought that these
thoughtful, giving people would overwhelm? Absurd!
I saw a lot of CHAT players at the Gopher regional tournament this week. GREAT!
They did very well. Being an “Am” is a temporary thing. The Gopher results show
that your game is growing. It follows that your confidence is growing as well.
Soon, you will be cautioned to “be nice”. Then, you know that you have arrived.
Overwhelm away! Do some of that thoughtful community service yourself. I
suggest that you continue to put your pants on one leg at a time, but you can
now show some of the newbies how much you know! Have fun! That’s why we
play this game, right?
Now I have overwhelmed you with my “how not to overwhelm” article. (AND, you
didn’t ask for it!) Sorry. But, it is too late, I don’t want to rewrite it.
Be Quick! Be Slow! (At the right times)
I’ve said this before: “Bridge players are smart people”. That’s my view, but I
think it is true. We are “quick studies”. We pick up difficult bridge concepts
quickly. People sometimes treat us a bit like “nerds”. I take that as a
compliment.
CHAT players are often a little too quick. We take our Aces too quickly. Is there a
good reason to “cash out”? We are too quick to switch suits. Opening a new suit
often helps the opponents. Let the opponents be the first to lead a suit that each
of you have tricks in. During the play, I frequently try to work on one suit. On a
good day, I can take my tricks in that suit and then give up a loser on the last
play of that suit. Then the opponents get to open the next suit.
This is very general advice. It’s your job to use it in the right situations. Make
sure this is a good strategy for your current hand. It’s fun when it works.
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Sometimes you need to be QUICK!
1♥ -Pass - 4♥: The 4H bidder is warning partner not to get too excited. The
hand is distributional (it typically promises 5 hearts with limited values). “Fast
Arrival” gives us a good chance for a makeable game while also making it difficult
for the opponents to compete. Good. Good.
Sometimes, you need to go slowly.
1♣ – Pass – 1♦. You hold the 1♦ hand and have a strong opening hand

yourself. No need to be quick here. You have time to explore for the right
contract. Slow Shows is a simple phrase that has deep meaning. We may be
“quick” people, but slow is often the key to success, especially with strong hands.
You do need to find forcing bids, so partner does not pass before game is
reached. The 4th suit forcing convention can pave the way for slower bidding. It
might be a convention you want to add to your card; if you haven’t already.
Note: When you are working on this slow bidding thing, the opponents have very
limited point count. If they interfere you might find doubling to be the right choice,
especially at favorable vulnerability. Look for it.

Finally, The Two over One bidding system is a system that allows you to bid in a
deliberate manner. For instance, 1♥ – pass- 2♦ is forcing to game. You can bid
slowly and find the optimum contract. Effective. Many in the club use it.
Slow Play – NEVER play too S L O W !
Quick and Slow discussion wouldn’t be complete without talking about slow play.
I don’t view this as an issue in CHAT. Playing slow is what we do. Backup and
discuss the play. Take our time. That’s the plan.
But this is an issue with Pro’s and Am’s playing in the club (or tournament)
games. We all need to consciously work on avoiding slow play.
Be quick (at least don’t be slow) with your play at the table. This isn’t something
that Directors fix. Players need to fix this. We need to police ourselves.
Whoever is playing slow, likely does NOT realize it. If play is excessively slow at
your table, politely speak up. Speak up even if you are not spoken to! Joke
about it. Do something. If the joking is directed your way, take it as more than a
joke. A little introspection from everyone will help.
Enough. I feel like I have been using my “teacher voice”. Sorry.
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