EASTER SUNDAY 2017
GENUINE DISCIPLE – PART 12  GENUINE LOVE

PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN

1. Welcome 

2. It’s Easter Sunday – Jesus is Alive.

3. I cannot think of a better way to end this series – Genuine Disciple, than with our topic today – GENUINE LOVE!!!!

4. It was love that sent a son to the world.

5. It was love that abandoned the glory and riches of heaven and put on an earthly suit.

6. It was love that forgave the woman caught in the act of adultery.

7. It was love that forgave the prostitute.

8. It was love that cast the demons out.

9. It was love that healed the sick and opened blind eyes.

10. It was love that allowed himself to be beaten and scourged.

11. It was love that laid down on the cross.

12. It was love that shed his blood for the forgiveness of your sins.

13. It was love who took the death penalty in your place and spent three days in the grave.

14. It was love that overcame death!

15. It was love that purifies, sanctifies, cleanses, so you can have a loving relationship with Father God.

16. The message of Easter.  The message that booms from heaven is a message of LOVE!

17. The entire message of this book (Bible) – is God’s love for you!

18. But what is the lie the enemy spreads to you and me??  

· “God doesn’t love you!”
· “God’s mad at you.”
· “God is punishing you.”
(2)
19.  We have a choice – to believe a lie? Or the truth of God’s Word.

(John – Jesus’ BEST Friend on earth.)

1 John 4:7-11

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

· Genuine love is birthed from the author of love.
· Your marriage
· Your relationships
· Your friendships

· Genuine love is revealed by the character of God.

So, if GOD IS LOVE – then when we read 1 Corinthians 13 – we could substitute “LOVE” with “GOD.”

· We see the character of God defined in these verses.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8

4 GOD is patient, GOD is kind. GOD does not envy, GOD does not boast, GOD is not proud. 5 GOD does not dishonor others, GOD is not self-seeking, GOD is not easily angered, GOD keeps no record of wrongs. 6 GOD does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 GOD always protects, GOD always trusts, GOD always hopes, GOD always perseveres.  8 GOD never fails.

· GOD IS A GIVER.
· So many twists it, “God took mama away.”

(John – Jesus’s BEST Friend on earth.)

John 3:16-17   is more than a poster at football games.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.   NIV

Romans 5:6-8  NLT  When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 

8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.

· God’s love INITIATES!  NON-Conditional
· UNCONDITIONAL

· The mark of a genuine disciple of Christ is one who loves like God.


(Pharisees – Expert in the law – tried to trap Jesus.) 

Matthew 22:36-39  “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?  

37 Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  

38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’

· Profound:  Love God, Love People!

John 13:34-35  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

1. Jesus is saying the greatest commandment in the whole Bible – love.
a. If you really want to know what’s important to me . . .
b. Love God & learn how to love people like you do yourself.

2.  There is no longer a list of “Do’s & Don’ts”.
3. There is ONE LAW!  One WAY!
4. The way of love!

· A genuine disciple of Christ sacrifices for the benefit of others.

1 John 3:16    This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 

John 15:13   Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.


The Priority of Love   Let’s break down the most famous love chapter in the Bible.

1 Corinthians 13:1  “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am a resounding gong or clanging cymbal.”

1. Without love, all that I say is ineffective.

a. The world is impressed by great communicators – with charisma – w/o LOVE – nothing – EMPTY.

b. I LOVE YOU.

c. Tongue has power of life or death.

d. (Ephesians 4:15)  “Speak the truth in love . . .”


1 Corinthians 13:2  “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge ... but have not love I am nothing…”

2. Without love, all that I know is incomplete.

a. This is another area where people are impressed.
*********Value knowledge more than love.

1 Corinthians 8:1  “…Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”

-------------------------------------
1 Corinthians 13:2  and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”


3. Without love, all that I believe is insufficient.

a. Some people erroneously believe that all there is to being a Christian is believing – the devil believes.

Galatians 5:6  “... The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”



1 Corinthians 13:3  “If I give all I possess to the poor... but have not love, I gain nothing.”

4. Without love, all that I give is insignificant.

a. The MOTIVE for our giving should be LOVE FOR . . .
· GOD – Offering of thanksgiving and love,

· CHURCH – BODY OF CHRIST – I love this church,

· PEOPLE – In Need, Hear the gospel, 

· LOST – reach more / tell more / touch more!!!

b. Give for wrong reasons - recognition, control, guilt, obligation, etc.
i. People give for the wrong reasons then begin to resent.

c. Giving must be coupled by love.



1 Corinthians 13:3  “… If I give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

5. Without love, all that I accomplish is inadequate.

a. Success without love is nothing – it’s empty.

b. There is nothing more important in life = Life minus love equals nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:7-8 (Phillips) “Love knows no limit to its endurance, no end to its trust, no fading of its hope; it can outlast anything.  It is, in fact, the one thing that still stands when all else has fallen. Love never fails.”

AMP:  never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end.



CLOSE:

1.  Are you feeling empty?  Lonely?  Afraid of God?

1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

· When you catch a glimpse of His love – fear will melt away.

Ephesians 3:17 . . . And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

2. God’s love has no boundaries or limitations other than the ones YOU put on Him.

3. Reach out and love others, forgive others – as Christ has loved and forgiven you.
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MINISTRY TIME:

1. Where are you at?

A – Already Home
B – Beginning a real relationship today
C – Consider it a little more
D – Don’t ever intend to give my life to God




