GENUINE DISCIPLE
PART 5:  Conformed To His Image

PERSONAL NOTES

OPEN:
1.  Welcome 
2. Our goal for 2017 – to grow and become a more genuine disciple of Christ
gen·u·ine

· actually having the reputed or apparent qualities or character; not counterfeit; authentic; real:
· descended from the original stock; pure in breed:
· actually produced by or proceeding from the alleged source or author <the signature is genuine>

3. EX:  Photo of a car in production – frame:   
What is this??   
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4. You look at it and you might say, “that is a car” but it is not complete.  The work has only begun.

5. In week two – set the stage for this process:  
· The more accurately our lives resemble Jesus the more genuine we are.

6. A more genuine disciple is one who is further down the process.

7. Not that one is better than the other – one is more complete.

8. Turn in your Bibles to Romans 8.
Romans 8:29-30  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

“Conformed” = Molded, formed, shape  
· GR:  Symmorphos /  “Morphe”.
· Definitions of Morph: to be transformed completely in appearance or character.
· EX:  Clump of CLAY – Potter’s wheel – morphed into a bowl.
Isaiah 64:8  NIV  Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.
· I can tell you, “Stop it!”  “Don’t sin!”
· Or – I can teach you submission to Jesus by putting your life into His hands.
·  Salvation is the starting line not the finish line.
a.  Two weeks ago, we talked about the five areas of spiritual maturity.
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b. This is a growth process.
· Many don’t like that word – “Process”
· We prefer “drive thru!”
· EX:  We want to drive by the gym and drop 10 pounds.

Philippians 1:6  NIV    being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Philippians 2:12  NLT  Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear.
2 Corinthians 3:17-18  NLT     For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.
·  The more we are like Christ the brighter we will shine for Him.  
a. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world!
Matthew 5:14 & 16  “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
b. Are we a 20W refrigerator bulb OR  1000W bulb?
c. CHECK IT OUT:  “The more and more we become like Him the more FREEDOM we experience in our life!

HEAD CHANGE:  The way we think . . .
1. We esteem the Word of God as the absolute authority for our lives.
a. Some say, “I know what God’s Word says, but I believe . . .”
b. The enemy wants to keep you from getting into the Word . . . because he knows if the Word ever gets IN YOU . . ..  you will be changed and transformed forever.
c. The Word will impact my . . .
· Attitude 
· Actions
· Words
· Priorities 
· Beliefs
d. CHALLENGE QUESTION:  What is God’s Word telling me about this situation?
HEART – What are the practical steps to allow God to shape us and mold us???  So, we are conformed to the image of Christ???
HEART CHANGE:  Transformation of the way we live and act.

2. We learn and respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit.
a.  The spoken Word will always be in alignment with the written Word.  They will never conflict with one another.
John 16:13-15 NLT   When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from me.’
b. CHALLENGE QUESTION:  What is my heart leading me to do?

3. We surrender with unconditional humility to God’s will and plan.
a. EX:  Stick with a white flag.
b. Jesus said – “Not my will be done, but yours.”
c. “I don’t know it all and HE does.”
Matthew 23:12  For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.
d. It’s in that state of humility that we remain the soft clay for God to form.
· Humility = Submission
· Pride = Stubbornness 
Jeremiah 1:5-8  NLT   “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.  Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.”  6 “O Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!”  
7 The Lord replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say whatever I tell you. 8 And don’t be afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will protect you. I, the Lord, have spoken!” 
Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for us?”  I said, “Here I am. Send me.”
CHALLENGE QUESTION:  Am I willing to trust God’s plan?   What is the fight?  Why don’t I want to do it?


4. We respond with complete obedience.
a. This is where the transformation into the image of the Son takes place!  
b. The more we hear and obey the Word of God and the leading of the Holy Spirit the more genuine believer and follower of Jesus we become
c. Has anyone hear ever tried to convince God that your way is better than His??
d. EX:  Dating a girl in Bible College; Pastor’s daughter, good looking, played the piano and could sing.  “This must be God.”

e. KEY:  We must be willing to let go of something as much as it is picking up something.
f. 2 Samuel 6&7  
· David dances before the Lord - Thrilled because the Ark is back.  
· Goes back into his palace.
· I’m in here and the presence of God is in a tent.
· David has the idea to build a temple
· Prophet says God wants your son to build it.
· ****Not all GOOD things are GOD things.
g. EX:  Leaving youth ministry:  For 23 years – I was a youth pastor –highly respected – I was traveling nationally – looking for the next youth ministry landing strip.
· Are you willing to let go of what is COMFORTABLE for the uncomfortable?
· Are you willing to let go of what is KNOWN for the unknown?
· Are you willing to let go of your DREAM to fulfill HIS DREAM?  
h. CHALLENGE QUESTION:  What are the immediate steps I must take?

CLOSE
1.  If you do these four things – you can go from a slobbering, blubbering baby in Christ  . . .  to a fully mature, well rounded, Christ LIKE, Christ LIVING genuine disciple and follower of Jesus!
2. EX:  Slides of unfinished car and completed car
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