


GENUINE DISCIPLE
PART 11: PUBLIC & PRIVATE TONGUES

PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN:
1. Welcome 



QUICK REVIEW

1. For the past several weeks we have been talking about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit as recorded in the book of Acts.

2. Jesus commanded the disciples to wait for the promise of the Holy Spirit.

3. He said they would be baptized with power.

4. And in Acts chapter 2 we read that on the day of Pentecost they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in other tongues.

5. Last Sunday I began to explain how we as believers embrace and step out in the personal prayer time by praying in tongues.

6. Fear is the result of the unknown.  We fear what we don’t understand.

UNDERSTANDING TONGUES REVIEW – From last week.

1. Speaking in tongues is speech by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in a language unknown to the speaker.

· There are TWO aspects to this divine communication.

a.  Personal:  To assist us in prayer, worship, and communication with God.

b.  Public:  To minister to the body of Christ along with the interpretation.
· One of the spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12.

2. Speaking in tongues is one of the initial signs of being baptized with the Holy Spirit.   

3. Every child of God has access to this gift through faith.

4. Praying in tongues is a choice of our will and controlled by us.

5. Praying in tongues is direct communication to God to assist us in prayer.   

1 Corinthians 14:2  For anyone who speaks in a tongue  does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit. 

Romans 8:26-27  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.



PICK UP WHERE WE LEFT OFF LAST WEEK

1 Corinthians 14:14-15 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.  15 So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind.

AMPC v 14  For if I pray in an [unknown] tongue, my spirit [by the Holy Spirit within me] prays, but my mind is unproductive [it bears no fruit and helps nobody].

6. The source of the words come from our spirit, not our mind.

Dr. Andrew Newberg – University of Pennsylvania has done extensive research on people who speak in tongues. And found some interesting results

A Neuroscientific Look at Speaking in Tongues
http://www.charismamag.com/spirit/supernatural/21237-5-things-you-need-to-know-about-speaking-in-tongues 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/11/07/health/07brain.html?_r=2&ei=5065&en=5e07cc1f020ef5b8&ex=1163739600&adxnnl=1&partner=MYWAY&adxnnlx=1163053747-MPwgV9Cezy+eJVY6fC/o/w&  
Contrary to what may be a common perception, studies suggest that people who speak in tongues rarely suffer from mental problems. A recent study of nearly 1,000 evangelical Christians in England found that those who engaged in the practice were more emotionally stable than those who did not.
In 2006, researchers at the University of Pennsylvania took brain images of five people while they spoke in tongues. Their research was published in The New York Times. The leader of the study team was Dr. Andrew Newberg, who arrived at this conclusion:
"We noticed a number of changes that occurred functionally in the brain. Our finding of decreased activity in the frontal lobes during the practice of speaking in tongues is fascinating because these subjects truly believe that the spirit of God is moving through them and controlling them to speak. ...Our brain-imaging research shows us that these subjects are not in control of the usual language centers during this activity, which is consistent with their description of a lack of intentional control while speaking in tongues."
As one person explained: “When I am speaking in tongues, I generally do not exercise control over the syllables that I am speaking; however, at all times I have full control over the pitch, volume, clarity of pronunciation, whether to cease or pause, etc.” 
When they prayed in tongues, their frontal lobes, the willful part of the brain we use to think and control what we do, were quiet. The language center of their brains—the part we use to speak in our native language—were quiet as well. The people were not in a trance; they were fully aware of what was happening. The researchers were unable to pinpoint which part of the brain was controlling this behavior of speaking in tongues. 
Dr. Newberg went on to say, "The amazing thing was how the images supported people's interpretation of what was happening. ... The way they describe it, and what they believe, is that God is talking through them."
Speaking in tongues is clearly not a fabricated language, as these scientists have confirmed. It is a spiritual language given to us by God to communicate with Him. 
· “I’m only making a few sounds and the same repetitive words…”
· EX:  BABY – Developing language skills
· Becoming free and comfortable.
7. Speaking in tongues will edify and build us up.  

1 Corinthians 14:4  NIV  Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves.

a. Edify means to charge or build up. 

b. When your spiritual batteries get low, you can re-charge yourself by praying in the Spirit.

c. EX: [jumper cables.] When you have a “dead” battery you hook the cables up to a good battery and there is a transfer of POWER.

· The same is true when we pray in other tongues.

MSG:  The one who prays using a private “prayer language” certainly gets a lot out of it . . .

TLB:   So a person “speaking in tongues” helps himself grow spiritually… 

NLT:   A person who speaks in tongues is strengthened personally…

Why?  Your releasing the fountain of life – the Spirit of God.

Jude 1: 20-21  MSG   But you, dear friends, carefully build yourselves up in this most holy faith by praying in the Holy Spirit, staying right at the center of God's love, keeping your arms open and outstretched, ready for the mercy of our Master, Jesus Christ. This is the unending life, the real life!

NLT – Pray in the power of the Holy Spirit.


8.  Speaking in tongues enhances our expression of worship.

1 Corinthians 14:15   So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my understanding. 

Ephesians 5:17-19  NLT  Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do.18 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, 19 singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts.


9. Praying in tongues is a part of our spiritual defense system.   

Ephesians 6:12  WE ARE IN A SPIRITUAL BATTLE.

NIV  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Ephesians 6:13-18   SPIRITUAL ARMOR 

· Belt of Truth
· Breastplate of Righteousness
· Feet Fitted with the Gospel of Peace
· Shield of Faith
· Helmet of Salvation
· Sword of the Spirit
· And look at verse 18!!!!!

13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.


Ephesians 6:18  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.

a. Prayer is listed as one of the tools we use to release the power of prayer and defeat Satan . . .  and walk in victory! 

b. KEY – Spirit LED prayer in English – AND Prayer in the Spirit – Tongues!!


10. An interpreter is only required for public ministry not our private prayer time.

1 Corinthians 12

28 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 

29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts.


	THE ROLE OF TONGUES IN THE CHURCH SETTING   1 CORINTHIANS 14

I now want us to read through Chapter 14 verse by verse.

 1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.  (Reference to the 9 spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12.)

2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit. (Private)

3 But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.  4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, (Private) but he who prophesies edifies the church. (Public)

· One edifies the believer the other edifies the church.

5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified. (Public)

· Tongues & Interpretation = Prophecy

6 Now, brothers, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction? (PUBLIC) 

· “If I bring my personal ability to pray in tongues into a public place.”

7 Even in the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the flute or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless there is a distinction in the notes? 8 Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle? 

9 So it is with you. Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? You will just be speaking into the air. (Public) 10 Undoubtedly there are all sorts of languages in the world, yet none of them is without meaning. 

11 If then I do not grasp the meaning of what someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, and he is a foreigner to me. 12 So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts.  (Public)

13 For this reason anyone who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret what he says. (Public)

· An interpreter is only needed in the public setting.
14 For if I pray (not a tongue for the church) in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 15 So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind. (Private)

16 If you are praising God with your spirit, how can one who finds himself among those who do not understand say "Amen" to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are saying? 17 You may be giving thanks well enough, but the other man is not edified.  (Public)

18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. (Private) 19 But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue. (Public)

 20 Brothers, stop thinking like children. (Selfish.  “Mine!” – I want to speak in tongues whenever I want to!!!!”)  In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults. 21 In the Law it is written:     "Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to me," says the Lord.

22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, not for unbelievers. (Public)


11.  Tongues can be a sign to witness to the unbeliever.

a. How is it a sign?   When that unbeliever understands that language.

b. It’s what happened in the book of Acts on the day of Pentecost.

Acts 2:5-12    Now there were staying in Jerusalem God fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 

7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?

PASTOR DAVID SWANN – CLOVIS NM SHARES THIS STORY OF SANDY

· A man named Sandy, born and raised Jewish -  attended a protestant church service.

· When he was leaving – one of the members said – could I pray for you?  The man prayed in English and then felt led to pray in tongues.  

· When he finished praying Sandy said to the man who prayed, “Where did you learn that prayer?”

· The man said, “I don’t know what you mean?”

· Sandy said,  “You prayed for me in English and then you prayed a prayer in Hebrew.  

· “When I was a boy my grandfather prayed the exact old Hebrew prayer you prayed over me – over and over again. The only person I know that knows that prayer is me and my grandfather. How did you know that prayer??????  

· I didn’t learn the prayer – I spoke to you in an unknown tongue / explained.

· God used it as a sign – part of what ultimately led him to Jesus Christ!

VERSE 23-25    

23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind?  (Public)

· We would never want our liberty to turn people away from God.

24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, 

25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, "God is really among you!"

26 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.  (Public)

27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. (Public) 

28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church (Public) and speak to himself and God. (Private)

SKIP TO THE END OF THE CHAPTER

39 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

COMMON QUESTIONS:

1.  Is it just me making it up?

NO.  Take the step of faith and put sound to the words that rise from inside of you.  The devil wants to stop you!

2. Why doesn’t mine sound like yours?  All I say are just a few syllables over and over again.

EX:  A baby doesn’t come out of the womb, “Hi mom and dad how are you?”  They grow in their communication.

The same is true in speaking in tongues.  The more we pray the more our language will evolve.

3. I tried, but nothing happened?

Don’t quit.  Put sound to your vocal chords, begin to move your lips and tongue and speak it out.

You control the “on/off” valve.  God is not going to force you to pray!

4. HOW MANY OF YOU PRAY IN OTHER TONGUES REGULARLY?




