


GENUINE DISCIPLE
PART 2:  Follow Me

PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN
1. Welcome South Campus – Online Campus
2. This series is not one where Christians are brought before a judge and a jury to determine their Christianity or salvation.
3. Jesus said we are to judge ourselves.
4. The purpose of this series is to help ALL OF US identify what does a GENUINE DISCIPLE of Jesus Christ look like and act like?
5. KEY:   Because I simply “SAY” I am a Christian; does that make me one?
6. My challenge to all of us
7. The words of our mouth = the deeds of our life 
8. Jesus said – to live the contrary is to be a hypocrite.
hyp·o·crite:  a person who pretends to have virtues, moral or religious beliefs, principles, etc., that he or she does not actually possess, especially a person whose actions contradict stated beliefs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 23:27-28  “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean. 
28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.
9. One of the things that turns off the world – is when they see and hear “Christians” cussing, swearing, and acting like the world.  
10. They are smart enough to know I don’t want to be TWO FACED!
11.  When Jesus invades our life, it will impact every facet of our lives.

gen·u·ine
· actually having the reputed or apparent qualities or character; not counterfeit; authentic; real:
· descended from the original stock; pure in breed:
· actually produced by or proceeding from the alleged source or author <the signature is genuine>

What is a genuine disciple of Christ?  
1. (THE BIG IDEA) The more accurately our lives resemble His the more genuine we are.
a. The less our lives resemble His the less genuine of a disciple we are.
b. EX:  What if I said, “I am a ballerina” -- Would you believe me????
· If I put on a tutu – would that make me a ballerina?
· CUE: “WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ME SAYING I AM A BALLERINA AND A REAL BALLERINA?
· EX:  Emma – enters to ballet music and dances and stands beside me.
· Who is the more GENUINE ballerina?  WHY????
· Emma – how long have you studied dance?
c. DIFFERENCE??
· I’m a pretender. 
· She is ALL IN!   She is fully committed.  
· She dances, practices, takes classes, attends rehearsals – SOOO – she doesn’t fumble when it comes to the public performance
· SAME IS TRUE IN CHRISTIANITY!!!
d. The more accurately our lives resemble Jesus Christ the more genuine we are.
e. WWJD:  What Would Jesus Do?
f. CHALLENGE:   Write down all the attributes, characteristics of Christ that you can think of or you have read in the Bible.

What is a genuine disciple?  
· ***Today and next Sunday we are going to be breaking down the POWER of this ONE statement by Jesus.

Matthew 4:19  Then he said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
· Today, we are simply going to talk about His first two words – Follow Me.

2. “Follow me” is an invitation to be in a relationship.
a. Notice there is not a clarification or disclaimer on it???
· OPEN TO EVERYONE!!!!
b. “Follow me” – let me into your world and you come into mine.
c. Here is Jesus’ intention:
Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
d. “Let’s do life together!”
e. THE PROBLEM:  Too many people won’t follow because they’re afraid of where He might take them or what He might do to them once they get there.
· Many struggle to follow someone who is out to get them.
· Many struggle to follow someone who caused their loved one to die early.
· Many struggle to follow someone who caused them to be sick and have surgery.
f. KEY:  We must judge Him by His Written Word and 
g. NOT opinions, hearsay, gossip, stories, experiences, and circumstances.

What is a genuine disciple?  
a. The more accurately our lives resemble His the more genuine we are.
b. Follow me is an invitation to be in a relationship.

3. Only when we embrace the magnitude of His love will we be secure in our role as one of His disciples.
a. Why do people stop living and serving God? Stay away from God?
· Typically, because something tragic, negative, difficult happened in their life.
· Or sin intervened and they don’t feel they can go back:  SHAME, GUILT

Romans 8:31-39 (NLT)
31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?  (What or why would he hold anything else back from us???)
33 Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself. 
34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us.
35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us  . . . . if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 
36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) 37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.
38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 
39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· When will it sink in???  Nothing!
· GOD LOVES YOU – never stops, never changes, never varies . . . LOVE, love, love, and more love!
Ephesians 3:17b-19 . . . And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how WIDE and LONG and HIGH and DEEP is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
c. IT SURPASSES human knowledge or comprehension.
d. Once you comprehend the POWER of His LOVE – it will transform your walk with God!!!
e. No matter which direction I run (up, down, left, or right) – I will NEVER run beyond the bounds of His love!!!!
f. The very thing that drives us further and further from God  . . .  is a hopelessness that we can ever be reunited and restored to our position of son-ship!
g. EX:  Prodigal Son

What is a genuine disciple?  
4. Discipleship begins with a head-level change: “I know who Christ is and I make a decision to follow Him.”
a. Of my own free will – I choose to surrender my will to His.
b. Jesus shared what this process looks like:
Luke 9:23-25  Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 
c. EX:  Many people interpret “take up their cross” as some burden they must carry in their lives: a strained relationship, a thankless job, a physical illness. 
d. EX:  With self-pitying & pride, “That’s my cross I have to carry.” 
e. This is not what Jesus meant.
f. To a person in the first-century, the cross meant one thing and one thing only: death by the most painful and humiliating means human beings could develop.
g. Two thousand years later, Christians view the cross as a cherished symbol of atonement, forgiveness, grace, and love. 
h. But in Jesus’ day, the cross represented nothing but torturous death. Because the Romans forced convicted criminals to carry their own crosses to the place of crucifixion, bearing a cross meant carrying their own execution device while facing ridicule along the way to death.
i. Therefore, “Take up your cross and follow Me” means being willing to die in order to follow Jesus. 
j. This is called “dying to self.” 
k. Dying to our will, way, wants, plans, desires = SUBMISSION – there is no argument or debate – Jesus Christ is LORD.
l. It’s a call to absolute surrender. 
m. We have to leave our selfish ambitions and way of life.
n. The goal is no longer to please me – but to please Christ.

NEXT WEEK:  We’re going to finish the discipleship statement by Jesus “Come and follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”


WHAT IS A DISCIPLE?
1. The more accurately our lives resemble His the more genuine we are.
2. Follow me is an invitation to be in a relationship
3. Only when we embrace the magnitude of His love will we be secure in our role as one of His disciples.
4. Discipleship begins with a head-level change: “I know who Christ is and I make a decision to follow Him.”




