


GENUINE DISCIPLE
PART 1: Shifting To A Disciple 

PERSONAL NOTES

OPEN

1. Today we embark on an amazing journey into 2017 and our walk and relationship with God.

2. Our heart – our passion as a church – is to be a genuine disciple – a genuine replica of who Jesus Christ is – in our own life here on earth.

2 Corinthians 13:5   Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?

3. I dare you not to miss a week – because I promise you – at the end of this series

a. We will move from being imitations of Christianity to imitators of Christ.

b. We will grow from being fake and weak counterfeits to heroes and champions of the faith.

4. This series is about finally making the changes, the additions, and deletions, so that we stand before Christ as a true, genuine, authentic warrior of God’s Kingdom.

gen·u·ine

· actually having the reputed or apparent qualities or character; not counterfeit; authentic; real:

· descended from the original stock; pure in breed:

· actually produced by or proceeding from the alleged source or author <the signature is genuine>


1. From afar you can’t tell the difference – they both look legitimate.
a. EX:  Diamond
b. EX:  Designer Bag

2. It is only when you closely examine them can you see the difference.
a. Jewelers Loop
b. Microscope


COUNTERFEITS

1. We disguise our sin and call it a  . . .“weakness”
2. We counterfeit unforgiveness as . . .“a wounded victim”
3. We mask spiritual pride and arrogance – as “spiritual maturity.”

a. I have been a follower of Jesus for 47 YEARS!  MINISTER FOR 36 YEARS – I can spot a FAKE!
c. I can see a fake from a mile away.
d. Their methods and their ministry is about drawing focus and attention upon themselves and NOT Jesus!

4. We fake giving by only tipping . . . “instead of tithing.”
5. We own multiple Bibles . . .  but rarely read any of them.

6. We pretend to love . . . but we trash talk when they’re not around.

7.  We’re phonies about prayer . . . we tell people we will pray for them yet rarely do.  But it’s the spiritual thing to do and say!

8.  ALL of THIS – is to put on a spiritual front to present that we are MORE than what we really are.

9. We are REALLY good at PRETENDING.  

10.  RESULT? . . . Our faith isn’t fulfilling.  

· Our walk with God is lacking.  
· Enthusiasm is at an all-time low.   
· Christianity is a title not a lifestyle.
· And now our so-called faith has been reduced to religious talk, religious ways and religious duties.
· LEAVES US EMPTY!!!!!

11. EX:  HEALTH CLUB:  We’re a lot like the people who joined a health club in the past 2 weeks . . . they expect to hold a membership card, never go to the gym and believe it will make them fit and slim.  

12. EX:  CHURCH:  Just like many Christians join a church . . . rarely attend a service . . . and believe they are advancing in their spiritual health????

13. Are we ready to stop the charades?

14. WHY????  Because what all of us REALLY WANT is a GENUINE relationship with Christ.

15. THE REAL DEAL!

16.  Fake and counterfeit will only suffice for a season.

17. GENUINE – always costs you more than a knock-off!!!

18.  To become a GENUINE DISCIPLE – it is going to cost you!   

19. There is no such thing as an instant disciple; like the Word, it takes discipline.

20. It’s going to cost you some television, gaming, Facebook time…

a. I have one game on my IPAD that I play.
b. Racing game
c. I’m embarrassed by the number of hours it says I have played in the past two years.

21.  It’s going to cost you some sleep time.

What if?????

1. WHAT IF - We were honest with ourselves??

2. WHAT IF - We said, “I want a 100% genuine, authentic, daily thriving relationship with Jesus Christ!  I will accept nothing less!”

3. WHAT IF -  we let go of everything as to what we thought “BEING a Christian was.” And started 2017 from the ground up – by putting the pieces of our life and faith in place to become a genuine follower of Jesus!!!

4. Many of you here have taken the first step:  Moved from an UNBELIEVER to a BELIEVER.

5. But that is JUST THE FIRST STEP.  Not the ending!  It’s the BEGINNING!


6. SURVEY:  83% of Americans call themselves “Believers / Christians”

7. Just because you say some words – doesn’t make you a Christian.

· Just because you have a fish on your car…
· Just because you attend church – doesn’t mean you are a Christian.
James 2:19 NIV  You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that— and shudder.
· Demons believe that Jesus is the Son of God.
· Demons believe that Jesus died for the sins of the world.
· Demons believe that Jesus rose from the grave.
· Demons are not Christians!!  NOT going to heaven.
Jesus himself called out the counterfeits.
Matthew 7:13-23
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
· The path to destruction is easy.
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.
· We are not a Christian because we say we are.
· We are believers and followers of Jesus because our life bears the fruit of that relationship.
· Our actions speak much louder than our words.
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
a. EX:  There will be a lot of people that ‘LOOKED’ like Christians and did Christian things, sang Christian songs, took communion, attended church, served in the community – but will spend eternity in hell.

b. WHY?  “I never knew you.”

c. A disciple is someone who knows Jesus and is known by Jesus.

d. What is a disciple????  What is a genuine disciple????  

Disciple: One who follows another’s teachings. 

1. Our Ultimate Goal – is to know Him and follow Him.
2. Jesus did not die a nice death to make us nice little Christians!  Spending the rest of our life trying not to sin.
3. Jesus died a gruesome death to make us a dangerous people.
4. Jesus died to make us NEW!

5. Jesus died so we could be Born AGAIN
a. EX: “BORN” Physical Birth is a HUGE change:  it was a radical shift from one world to another!!!  

b. You went from living in water – to walking on land and breathing air.

c. When you are BORN AGAIN there should be a radical change in the way you live!!!!

6. Jesus died to translate us from the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of Light

7. Jesus died to free us from the slavery of sin – to give us SONSHIP with the Father.

8. So, what does that shift look like?



MAKING THE SHIFT FROM BELIEVER TO DISCIPLE

#1
BELIEVERS - Believe in Jesus as Savior but live to please themselves   

· Jesus forgives my sins so I can live however I want to live.

DISCIPLES - Believe in Jesus as Lord and live to please God 

· Absolutely He is my Savior – but He is more than that – He is my KING!


#2
BELIEVERS - Exalt their opinions, feelings and thoughts above the Word of God.

· EX:  Whenever I disagree with the Bible – I win.
· “I’m going to find a way for the Bible to endorse the way I want to live.”
· I can do whatever I want to do.


DISCIPLES - Exalt the Word of God above their opinions, feelings and thoughts.

· EX:  Whenever I disagree with the Bible – The Bible WINS!
· It IS the Word of God!  My words are not greater than HIS!
· The living written Word of God has AUTHORITY over our lives!


#3
BELIEVERS - Treat their body like it's their own.

· I can do whatever I want to sexually.
· I can eat whatever I want to.
· I can abuse my body and work 60 hours a week and never take a Sabbath.
· “It’s MY BODY.”
· It’s how people justify ABORTION.

DISCIPLES - Treat their body like it belongs to God. 
· It is the temple of the Holy Spirit.
· My life is not my own.  It’s HIS!


#4  
BELIEVERS - Treat money as 100% theirs and they might give to God if there's enough left over.

· You are your provider.
· Works great until you are in a jam – cry out to God!

DISCIPLES - Treat money as 100% God's and they're simply stewards of it.


#5  
BELIEVERS - Think of church as a place they go to HEAR what God's Word says.

· You come to take notes for your husband.
· “Wow, My wife sure needed to hear this today.”

DISCIPLES - Think of church as a place they learn to DO what God's Word says.

· I don’t want to be a hearer only – but a doer of God’s Word.
· “Hearing” has never changed or transformed anyone’s life.
· EX:  Phil Long Ford is having a 24-hour BOGO sale starting tomorrow at 8 am for the first 1000 customers!
· Hearing is not going to change your auto circumstances.  DOING will!
· We can HEAR the promises of God, the benefits, goodness. . . .

#6 
BELIEVERS – Serve as long as it is convenient.
DISCIPLES – Serve with total commitment.

EX: STORY:   A hog and a hen sharing the same barnyard heard about a church’s program to feed the hungry. The hog and the hen discussed how they could help. The hen said, “I’ve got it! We’ll provide bacon and eggs for the church to feed the hungry.” The hog thought about the suggestion and said, “There’s only thing wrong with your bacon and eggs idea. For you, it only requires a contribution, but from me, it will mean total commitment!” 

· That’s the cost of discipleship.

#7 
BELIEVERS - Get offended and stay offended.
DISCIPLES - Get offended, but strive for reconciliation with all.
· Not going to bash you on Facebook

#8
BELIEVERS - Love those who love them and tolerate people who are different.
DISCIPLES - Love people period.
· No escape clauses.
· Regardless of culture, finances, education
· Regardless of their color, age, sex, position in life

#9
BELIEVERS - Follow God as long as everything is going well.
DISCIPLES - Follow God regardless of the circumstances.
· When real persecution breaks out that is when you will know who the disciples are and who the believers are.
· “Deny Christ or lose your hand?”  “Die?”

#10
BELIEVERS - Seek to know God through religion.
· They come to church because they think it will earn them brownie points.
· They read their Bible out of duty and obligation.
· A + B = C   It’s all a formula.  
DISCIPLES - Seek to know God through relationship.
· They come to church to experience His presence in a corporate atmosphere of worship.
· 2-3 are gathered together there He is in the midst of them.
· They read their Bible to learn more of the love story God wrote for them.


#11
BELIEVERS - Content with going to Heaven one day.
DISCIPLES - Want everything God has for them today.



CLOSE:

1. Has your heart been prodded?

2. Do you see some areas that need some change?

2 Corinthians 13:5   Examine yourselves to see whether you are in faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Don’t get overwhelmed – but join me each Sunday – Next week I am going to break it down step by step on how to become a GENUINE Disciple of Christ.

4. Commit to be here every weekend.

5. Let’s GROW together!  Let’s make this year the best spiritual growth year ever!


INVITATION

1. Are you a doubter?  Question God’s reality?  Unbeliever?
2. Or maybe – you believe in God and Jesus – but you have never taken the first step to invite him into your world and life?

3. Will you take a baby step with me today?  And trust your life into the hands of the one who created you?







