GENUINE DISCIPLE
PART 10:  Understanding Tongues
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PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN:
1. GOAL TODAY:
A. Educate those who don’t speak in tongues and give them a clear biblical understanding of what it is, how it works in the life of the believer and in the church.

2. Fear is the result of the unknown.  We fear what we don’t understand.

3. WATCH the lie in the church:   Don’t teach on it because people will leave your church.

4. When you don’t teach on it – they remain ignorant to the promises of God!!!!!!

5. THIS PASTOR – is going to teach the WHOLE truth of God’s Word.  I’m not going to be ashamed nor embarrassed to TEACH what God’s Word CLEARLY values and desires for ALL sons and daughters.

6. LISTEN.  Don’t shut me out.

QUICK REVIEW

1. Disciples are born again in John 20
2. Acts 1 - Jesus commanded the disciples to WAIT for the promise!

ACTS 1:4-8 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

ACTS 1:8 But you will receive power (dunamis – miracle working power) when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

· The Spirit within comes upon us to empower us to do the works of Jesus.

a. EX:  lightbulb -  The power is what gives the light bulb PURPOSE!!!!

ACTS 2:1-13  1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

3.  Today – Understanding Tongues

My experience with speaking in other tongues.

1. My Experience of how I prayed and asked God to fill me with His Holy Spirit and power.

2. As we see in the book of Acts – they were all FILLED and they all began to speak in other tongues.

3. “I want the whole package!”

4. I opened my mouth, held out my tongue and said – okay God – do your thing!  Nothing happened of course.

5. WHY??  Because without FAITH it is impossible to please God.  Our relationship is based upon faith.

6. If I believe I have been baptized by the Holy Spirit and power then it is BY FAITH that I step out to speak in tongues.  GOD WILL NOT FORCE ME TO.

7. It is one of the most beautiful aspects of my relationship with God!!!!

8. There is a divine connection!  A spiritual union when I engage my spirit and my tongue with the power of the Holy Spirit!

9. I pray in tongues every day!  I pray over YOU – members of Rock.  My kids!

10.  I pray over this city

11. Helps me pray when I don’t know how.

12. Assists me to intercede for others

13. It’s a fountain of life that inspires and ignites me.

14. EX:  “I love you God” seems so shallow – but when I tap into the Holy Spirit – WOW!! 

15. Operational and functioning in the body of Christ more today than ever before.

16. Praying in tongues – a divine prayer power.

17. We FEAR what we don’t know and understand – MODE in the body of Christ – a lot of fear on this subject.

18. Enemy has used FEAR to shut down the power!  FEAR to PASTORS – don’t talk about it.

19. REALITY – This is one of the MOST POWERFUL TOOLS AND WEAPONS

20. I’m not going to HIDE THIS!!!  At least ONCE a YEAR – teach on this.

21.  BE CAREFUL – Many form their beliefs upon experience and circumstances RATHER than the WORD of GOD!


DEBUNKING SOME MYTHS

1. It’s of the devil.

a.  Jesus instructed us:

Mark 16:17-18
17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”

	
Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 4:18  “I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.”

1 Corinthians 14:39b  . . . do not forbid speaking in tongues.

2. Praying in tongues is for the spiritual elite or that it makes you suddenly spiritually mature.

a.  I see many Christians have a spiritual pride “I speak in tongues and you don’t.”

b. Speaking in tongues is not a status symbol, indicating that one Christian is more spiritual than another. 

c. Tongues are not a shortcut to spiritual maturity. 
d. You can be just as carnal.

e. It is ONE step that Jesus commanded us to take.

3. People have been told they aren’t saved or filled with Holy Spirit unless in they speak in tongues.

4. You can’t speak in tongues unless there is an interpreter. 

5. Tongues is a hypnotic, uncontrollable, zombie like state in which the person has no control of his faculties.

· MY FEAR AS A TEENAGER – walking down my high school hallway -- Tongues would take over…

6. Let’s go to the TRUTH of GOD’S WORD.

7.  Turn in your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12 & 14


UNDERSTANDING SPEAKING IN TONGUES

1. Speaking in tongues is speech by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in a language unknown to the speaker.

· On the day of Pentecost:

Acts 2:5-12    Now there were staying in Jerusalem God fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 

7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” (15 Languages)  12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”

· These disciples did not know these languages and dialects by natural means.  Hadn’t “learned” the language.

· There are TWO aspects to this divine communication.

a.  Personal:  To assist us in prayer, worship, and communication with God.

b.  Public:  To minister to the body of Christ along with the interpretation.
· One of the spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12

c.  Today – we are going to FOCUS on the personal / private side.

2. Speaking in tongues is one of the initial signs of being baptized with the Holy Spirit.   (Personal)

Acts 2:4 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Acts 10:44-46   While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.   46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.

Acts 19:5-7   On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

3. Every child of God has access to this gift through faith.

a.  This is available to all who desire it.
b. You do NOT have to pray in tongues to walk in the POWER of God / Spirit filled life.
c. I PERSONALLY THINK YOU ARE MISSING OUT ON SOMETHING VALUABLE!!


4. Praying in tongues is a choice of our will and controlled by us.
a.  We decide!  Our WILL is involved.

b. 1 Corinthians 14:14  Paul very clearly says, “For if I pray in a tongue”

c. EX:  Water faucet 
d. God is not going to force you. 

5. Praying in tongues is direct communication to God to assist us in prayer.   

a. Speaking to God – not men.

1 Corinthians 14:2  For anyone who speaks in a tongue  does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit. 

(Weymouth Translation:  Speaking divine secrets)

AMP:  2 For one who speaks in an unknown tongue does not speak to people but to God; for no one understands him or catches his meaning, but by the Spirit he speaks mysteries [secret truths, hidden things].

b. The Holy Spirit helps us pray more accurately when we don’t know how. We pray in line with God’s will.

Romans 8:26-27  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.

MESSAGE: He does our praying in and for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our aching groans.

AMP: pleads in our behalf with unspeakable yearnings and groanings too deep for utterance.

NLT: with groanings that cannot be expressed in words.

a. WORSHIP – “GOD I LOVE YOU”  Seems shallow.  
b. We are praying in God’s perfect will!
c. How amazing is that!
d. Check it out:  
· Jesus GAVE US AUTHORITY ON EARTH.
· The Holy Spirit – assists us to vocalize prayer in line with God’s will and purpose!!!!
· He simply needs us to be the vessel for HIS power to flow through!

c. The source of the words – rise out of my spirit from the Holy Spirit in ME.

1 Corinthians 14:14-15 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.  15 So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind.

AMPC v 14  For if I pray in an [unknown] tongue, my spirit [by the Holy Spirit within me] prays, but my mind is unproductive [it bears no fruit and helps nobody].

· The source of the speech comes from your heart – not head.

· EX:  Speak in English – words, sounds, syllables come from my mind and with my mouth, lips, tongue, and jaw I speak.

· EX:  Pray in tongues – words, sounds, syllables come from within (“out of your belly”) and with my mouth, lips, tongue, and jaw I speak.

1 Corinthians 13:1  If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.

d.  I pray when I know how – “with my understanding.”


WRAPPING IT UP FOR TODAY

HOW DO YOU DO IT? HOW DO YOU SPEAK OR PRAY IN OTHER TONGUES?

1. Born Again – Ask the Father to baptize you in the Holy Spirit.
· NOW – you have the ability!!!

2. How do I speak in English?
a. Put sound to my vocal cords.
b. Move my lips and tongue.
c. I speak words, sounds and syllables that come from my mind.

3. How do I speak in other tongues?
a. Put sound to my vocal cords.
b. Move my lips and tongue.
c. I speak words, sounds, and syllables that come from my heart by the Spirit of God.

d. Speaking in tongues works like a water faucet: I can turn it on or I can turn it off.

e. Several hints:
· DON’T Mimic or imitate someone else!

· Focus your thoughts on your relationship with God instead of every sound or word coming out of your mouth. Many times you will know a person or situation you want to pray in the Spirit for. I focus my thoughts on that person or need.

· Don’t compare or try to imitate someone else’s prayer language.

· A great starting point is expressing to God how much you love Him. To say, “I love you,” in my own language just doesn’t seem full or deep enough. But when I begin to express my love to my heavenly Father from my heart, it just pours out.

THERE IS NO WAITING/ TARRYING =  NOW THING!

CLOSING

CLOSE:  
1. You will always have a choice here.

2. Once you hear about it today – you choose.  You don't gain or lose any favor in my book regardless of how you choose.

3. It doesn’t effect eternity, your salvation, church membership, actively serving, or acceptance.  Loved!

4. I’m hopeful – a lot of you will JUMP IN and it will impact your prayer life.  But if you don’t, not ready yet . . . . don’t jump off the ship






1. In Sunday setting – pray in tongues, intercede, quietly.
2. At home, in car, 
3. It is biblical, scriptural, God ordained, to pray in tongues.
4. Nothing to fear, shy away from

5. It’s time to receive! It’s time to speak to our Heavenly Father in a heavenly language.

6. Many here used to pray in the Spirit, but you have stopped. Today is the day to turn the faucet on again.

7. WORSHIP / Come forward / YOU WILL PRAY IN  Tongues!




