GENUINE DISCIPLE
Part 8:  Equipped With Power

PERSONAL NOTES

OPEN
1. Welcome 
2. Genuine Disciple Series – The more our lives are a reflection of His, the more authentic / genuine / and real we are as one of His disciples!
3. GOAL:  Grow deeper, Stretch HIGHER, Go further in our walk with Jesus like never before!
4. I’m so proud of everyone who has joined our THRIVE DISCIPLESHIP group / program!!
5. PERSONALLY:  I had grown up in church.  I had heard for years – make Jesus the Lord of your life and live for HIM.
a.  I was a good Christian.  But there was no life or excitement.  Dull and flat.
b. There was no fire and passion!
c. AGE 0F 16 – SOMETHING RADICALLY CHANGED MY LIFE.
d. For the last 39 years it has – transformed:
· my prayer life, 
· my worship time, 
· my connection with God,
· hearing and knowing HIS voice.
· Communication – 
· Wouldn’t be married to Kim, have my 3 kids, pastor this church – 
· DIVINE CONNECTION
· And ministry to others.
· 2nd only to my decision for Jesus Christ – most powerful experience.
e. THIS WAS -- The day I was baptized in the Holy Spirit my life radically changed forever.
f. I was 16 years old.  Heard about the power of God, this “Baptism of the Holy Spirit.”
g. ABOUT: “Taking your walk with God to the next level.”
h. I was hungry – “I WANT IT!!!!!”
i. I was told by some – that speaking of tongues was of the devil?????
j. PEACE – burned in my heart.

A CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECT FOR SOME:
1.  We tend to be critical or negative towards things we don’t understand.
2. What we don’t understand – we tend to prescribe as weird, not of God, or even call it of the devil.
3. Fear is the result of the unknown.
4. Confusion due to varying beliefs, misinterpretations, etc..
5. Open your heart today – and the next Sunday or two.
6. I’m not going to rush this. . . . I want you to understand, build your faith, enjoy the fruit of what I personally experience!!!

TODAY - PART 8 - Equipped With Power!!!
a. What good is a gun with no bullets?
b. How effective is a car without gas?
c. How useful is a drill without a battery?
d. How will a lightbulb ever reach its fullest potential without power??
e. HOW EFFECTIVE / USEFUL IS A CHRISTIAN WITHOUT THE POWER AND PRESENCE OF GOD????
· Too many Christians – run around shooting blanks!
· Too many Christians want Jesus – but due to a bad experience are afraid of HIS power.
1.  TWO DITCHES
DITCH #1:  The power is gone.  Miracles are over.  It’s all up to the sovereignty of “GAWD.” 
DITCH #2:  Holy Ghost running, falling down, shakes, looking like you’re possessed.  Become soooo hyper-spiritual that it offends and turns people OFF versus attracts them.

2 Timothy 3:1-5 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.

2.  AS PASTOR OF THIS CHURCH:
a.  We are going to embrace the Bible as God’s Instruction book and blue-print for our lives.
b. We are going to rightly divide the scripture and walk down the middle of the road.
c. FROM DAY ONE I HAVE SAID:  We are going to pursue the authentic power and presence of God without being weird, spooky, or flakey.
d. We have people who won’t attend this church because we are not HOLY GHOST enough.
· EX:  To have an ending time – is to quench the Spirit of God.
e. We have had people leave the church or won’t attend - because they hear the pastor believes in speaking in tongues.

3.  WHO ARE WE AS A CHURCH?  BETTER YET – WHO ARE WE AS GENUINE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST?
4.  I challenge you to listen to SCRIPTURE today and apply it in your life!

LET’S LOOK AT THE LIFE OF JESUS 
John 6:38:  For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.
Matthew 4:23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.
Acts 10:38  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.
Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

·  Jesus desires us to replicate His ministry.
John 14:12  NLT   “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 
a. The mark of a genuine disciple is one who does what Jesus did.
Mark 16:17-18
17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”
The power within you is greater than anything the world will throw at you!!
· Demons
· Animals
· Food poisoning
· The power is SOOO real in you – when you touch others they will be made well!

In order to accomplish that we NEED THE POWER!
Jesus told us where it would come from . . . .
John 16:5-7  NLT
“But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and not one of you is asking where I am going. 6 Instead, you grieve because of what I’ve told you. 7 But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you. 

John 16:13-15  NLT
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me. 
15 All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from me.’

John 20:21-22    Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
· DISCIPLES WERE BORN AGAIN!!
· The Spirit WITHIN.


EQUIPPED WITH POWER

ACTS 1:4-8 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 
·  Jesus challenged us to take a secondary step of faith after salvation.
a. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was a prerequisite for operating and flowing in the power of God.
b. EX:  “I became a lightbulb!”
c. EX:  “I laid down my old ways and I became a drill.”
d. THAT’S GOOD – BUT WHAT IS MISSING???  POWER!!!
e. The power is what gives the light bulb PURPOSE!!!!
f. YOU fulfill your purpose when empowered by the Holy Spirit!!
6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
ACTS 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

Dunamis:  force, specifically miraculous power, ability, abundance, power, strength, (mighty worker of miracles)
	Mark 5 – The woman with an issue of blood.
	Acts 6:8 - Stephen full of faith and power did great wonders and miracles.

· BEFORE you go and witness, to tell others about me.
· BEFORE you go and lay hands on the sick.
· BEFORE you begin to minister.

· The Spirit within comes upon us to empower us to do the works of Jesus.

WAIT FOR THE POWER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT TO COME UPON YOU!!!

NOW WHAT???  THEY WAITED.

ACTS 2:1-13  1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

1. Greek:  “Filled” - To be wholly Imbued (permeated, saturated, drenched), To Fill, be fulfilled, affected, influenced with the Holy Spirit

[PARAPHRASE]
5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” (15 Languages)  12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

Peter Addresses the Crowd
14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 

Acts 2:37-39  NIV
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

·  The gift of the Holy Spirit is intended for EVERY genuine disciple of Christ. 
1. This was NOT a one-time experience to a select group of people.
· Jesus’ message was one of inclusion not exclusion.
2. ONLY REQUIREMENT IS TO BE BORN AGAIN.
3. SPIRIT WITHIN ---- SPIRIT UPON  
4. SALVATION is Spirit within.
5. Secondary experience -- ACTS 2:1-13  ALL Filled
6. EX:  Leftover Christmas Gift unopened - Why?
· I just wasn’t sure it was for me.
7. MYTH: “Some get it and others don’t.”
· God wants every one of you dressed for battle and to be empowered.
· EX:  GUY 1:  Here’s your gun, your armor, your grenades, your helmet.  
· He doesn’t withhold from GUY #2:  “Here’s your boxers.  Go get’em tiger!”
The gift continues to flow . . . 

1.  Acts 4:31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
2.  Acts 5:12-16  Many Miraculous signs and wonders, healings
· The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. 
· More and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 
· People brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by.
· ALL OF THEM WERE HEALED.
[bookmark: _GoBack] (paraphrase) 
3.   Acts 8:5-8  (Phillip in Samaria – many miraculous signs)
5Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ  there. 6When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. 8So there was great joy in that city.
Acts 8:14-17 4When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 
16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money 19and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”

4.  Acts 9  Saul’s conversion  4 YEARS LATER
a. V. 10  Ananias – Lord tells him to go and pray for Saul.
b. V. 17  Saul site restored - filled with the Spirit
Acts 9:17-18
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 

5. Acts 10 Cornelius – God fearing man / Gentiles receive
a. Calls all of his relatives and friends
Acts 10:44-48   While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 
46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.  Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 
48So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

17 YEARS AFTER CHRIST DEPARTURE

6. ACTS 19 – PAUL
24 YEARS AFTER CHRIST DEPARTURE
While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”

3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”
“John’s baptism,” they replied.  

4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

****It happened throughout the Book of Acts – to all who believe and accept this gift!!!!

****The Apostle Paul devotes an entire portion of scripture to bring clarity and understanding.  NEXT WEEK!

CLOSE:  HOW DO YOU RECEIVE???
Luke 11:9-12   “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 

Luke 11:13   If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
1.  HEAD:  PRAY and ask God to fill you with his Holy Spirit and power.
2. HEART:  Believe God’s Spirit and anointing are upon you.  Devils are afraid of you.  Sickness is intimidated when you’re around.  You are soaked, drenched and saturated by the Holy Spirit.
3. HANDS:  Begin to live and allow God’s power to freely flow through you to minister to others.  “Can I pray for you?”
