GENUINE DISCIPLE
PART 6:  THE BREATH OF LIFE

PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN
1. Welcome 

REVIEW – bring some clarity.
1. Photo of car – it is incomplete.
Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  
2. This is a journey of faith, growth process.
3. KEY:  Your spirit man is not going to get any more righteous, pure, cleansed or holy.  NOT justified or made righteous by our works.
4. We are a three-part human being: spirit, soul and body.
5. KEY:  The completion process is about us renewing our mind and getting our exterior life to resemble the miracle that took place in our spirit.   
Philippians 2:12   Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear.

Jesus EXPLAINS THE PROCESS 
Mark 4 – compares the Word of God to seed / Paraphrase the story
NLT   13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you understand all the other parables? 14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. 15 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at once and take it away. 16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit is produced. 
20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”

Mark 4:26-29   He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 
28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

a. Some people say – “I just want the corn!”
b. Ex.  Taking a pill or going to the gym / Or 6 minute abs?
c. Law of sowing and reaping – GOD ESTABLISHED – everything reproduces after its own kind.  Dogs, cats, fish, plants, people AND THE WORD!
Galatians 6:8   Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

· Many Christians live a saved life versus a transformed life.
a. They keep on living the way they always have lived.
b. Major criticisms of Christians – live like the world.
c. Children of God should sin less.  
d. Less sin - more of God.
· If we want the benefits (freedom, victory, life, health and blessings) from the harvest of God’s Word we must be planting the seed!
·  The investment and application of God’s Word in our lives has one of the greatest impacts on our spiritual growth and progress. 
· PROBLEM – We struggle to be in the Word.
· TODAY – I WANT TO SHOW YOU THE WORD’S VITAL IMPORTANCE.

THE BREATH OF LIFE
Genesis 2:7  Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath (HEB: divine inspiration) of life, and the man became a living being.
· God breathed His divine nature into Adam!
· Adam abandons and forsakes the nature of God and takes on the carnal nature.
John 1:1-5, 14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

****FORWARD 33 YEARS
John 20:21-22  Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father, has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
· Follow me:  Who breathed on them???  JESUS
· Jesus is also known as???  The WORD!
· “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
· Breathed the Life of God into them!!!
· BORN AGAIN
· He breathed the divine nature of God into US!
· Jesus manifests Himself in us and through us – through HIS WORD.

ARE YOU READY????
2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed (divine inspiration)  and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
a. God breathed into Adam. 
b. Jesus – The Word breathed into the disciples. 
c. The Word of God breathes life into us!!!
· What oxygen is to our natural body the living Word of God is to our spirit and soul.
a. It is our lifeline.  DIVINE LIFE!!!!
b. EX:  Oxygen mask attached to Bible!
c. Without it we will die.
d. What is one of the greatest concerns from a person who has been in an accident and stopped breathing???  Baby at birth???
e. Depravation of oxygen can cause brain damage!
f. Depravation of The WORD can cause brain damage!!!!!

PURPOSE OF THE WORD??
2 Timothy 3:16-17  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Useful: advantageous, helpful, beneficial – FOUR AREAS

1. Teaching: The Word teaches us truth and gives instruction for a balanced faith-filled life.
a. Jesus said – You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.
b. (teaching, instruction, and warning) 
c. This book is FREEDOM.
d. This book is LIFE.
e. How to be a better husband, resist temptation, how to be a leader, giver, lover.
f. Romans 10 – Faith comes by hearing – hearing by the Word of God.  
g. EX: “Pastor, I’m really struggling.”
· EX:  Breathalyzer test Kit
· You are Word (oxygen) deprived
· You need an infusion of divine inspiration!
· EX:  Oxygen mask attached to Bible.
h. When I come to the Word of God I have to be willing to be taught.
i. I must let the Word do a work in me

2. Rebuking (REPROOF): The Word is the proof that convinces us of our errors and persuades us to follow Christ.
a. Certain persuasion, proof, conviction. 
b. Romans 8 Paul said – I am persuaded that nothing can separate me from the love of God in Christ Jesus. . . .
c. A proof test. Convince, Evidence, tell a fault, rebuke, reprove.
d. The refuting of adversaries. (doubt, unbelief)
e. The acknowledgement of truth.

3. Correcting:  The Word straightens us up, corrects our mistakes and gets us back on course.
a. “Weebles wobble but they don’t fall down”– the word will pick you back up.
b. To be placed in a correct moral posture.
c. To set right again.  Setting up straight again. 
d. “Eat more word – prevent truth decay.”
e. “They don’t get it” They don’t get instruction.  They won’t admit they are in error.  They don’t have a relationship with the Word.

4. Training:  The Word is our tutor.  It trains us how to live in conformity to God’s will, both publicly and privately—behaving honorably with personal integrity and moral courage.
a. It disciplines and matures us. 
b. To provide discipline, education and training.
c. We need boundaries.
d. He wants you to have a better life.
e. He loves you too much to leave you that way.
f. Hebrews – those He loves He disciplines.
Hebrews 12:6-11 NLT  (Going to reference only – Not time to read in its entirety)
For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.” 7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own children. Who ever heard of a child who is never disciplined by its father? 
8 If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not really his children at all. 9 Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, and live forever?
10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.

RESULT?
2 Timothy 3:17  so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
MSG:  Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us.
AMP:  so that the man of God may be complete and proficient, outfitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work.

PHILLIPS:  The scriptures are the comprehensive equipment of the man of God and fit him fully for all branches of his work.

1 John 2:27  As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him.

CLOSE:
The Word of God is a . . . 
· Heart Inspector
· God Connector
· Truth Detector
· Mind Protector
· Sin Deflector
· Faith Inflator
· Life Director
· Glory Reflector
· Life Navigator
· Grace Generator
· Spiritual Elevator
· Flesh Terminator

1.  Eat more Word – prevent truth decay.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What is the purpose of God’s Word in your life?
2. Why is it so important to daily be in the Word?
3. What are your typical excuses for not reading the Bible?
4. How are you going to adjust your schedule to increase your Word intake? 



