GENUINE DISCIPLE
PART 5:  Conformed To His Image

OUTLINE

gen·u·ine

· actually having the reputed or apparent qualities or character; not counterfeit; authentic; real:

· descended from the original stock; pure in breed:

· actually produced by or proceeding from the alleged source or author <the signature is genuine>
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· The more accurately our lives resemble Jesus the more genuine we are.


Romans 8:29-30  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

Morph: to be transformed completely in appearance or character.

Isaiah 64:8  NIV  Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.

·  Salvation is the starting line not the finish line.
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Philippians 1:6  NIV   6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

Philippians 2:12  NLT  Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear.

2 Corinthians 3:17-18  NLT     For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.

·  The more we are like Christ the brighter we will shine for Him.  

Matthew 5:14 & 16 NLT You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.



CONFORMED TO HIS IMAGE

1. We esteem the Word of God as the absolute authority for our lives.

The Word will impact my . . .
· Attitude 
· Actions
· Words
· Priorities 
· Beliefs

Challenge Question:  What is God’s Word telling me about this situation?



2. We learn and respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

John 16:13-15 NLT   When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from me.’

Challenge Question:  What is my heart leading me to do?


3. We surrender with unconditional humility to God’s will and plan.

Matthew 23:12  For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.

· Humility = Submission

· Pride = Stubbornness 


Jeremiah 1:5-8  NLT   “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.  Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.”  6 “O Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!”  7 The Lord replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say whatever I tell you. 8 And don’t be afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will protect you. I, the Lord, have spoken!” 

Isaiah 6:8 NLT Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for us?”  I said, “Here I am. Send me.”


Challenge Question:  Am I willing to trust God’s plan?   



4. We respond with complete obedience.

Not all GOOD things are GOD things.

· Are you willing to let go of what is COMFORTABLE for the uncomfortable?

· Are you willing to let go of what is KNOWN for the unknown?

· Are you willing to let go of your DREAM to fulfill His dream?  
Challenge Question:  What are the immediate steps I must take?
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