


GENUINE DISCIPLE
PART 3:  HEAD, HEART, & HANDS

PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN & WELCOME
 
1. If you missed last week – you will want to go back and watch it.  (INSERT PHOTO OF TUTU HERE)

2. Last week we began to digest and look at “What does a GENUINE Disciple look like?

3. I HAVE A VISION for YOU!  For this CHURCH!  For this CITY!

4. I don’t want to talk about Christianity -- I want us to do it in living color!

5. Daily experiencing God’s power and presence.

6. I believe every one of you wants a closer walk with God and your secret heart’s desire is to be a hero of the faith.

7. A giant killer!  Miracles take place when you pray!

8.  A champion in the God’s Kingdom.

GENUINE DISCIPLE – When we look more like Jesus than the world.

2 Corinthians 6:17  . . .  “Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord.

IDEA – chains and bondage

HERE IS WHAT I BELIEVE ABOUT YOU!

I HEAR THE SOUND OF AN ARMY, MARCHING TO THE DRUM OF THE SON.  THEY NO LONGER FOLLOW THE WAYS OF THIS WORLD, BUT FOR CHRIST THEY HAVE BEGUN TO RUN.

I SEE AN ARMY WASHED, CLEAN AND PURE, GOING INTO THE LAND TO TAKE HEALING AND A CURE.  NOT STAINED OR SOILED BY THE CARES OF THIS LIFE.  BUT INNOCENT, FREE OF GUILT, AND GLOWING LIKE WHITE LIGHT.   

THERE’S NOTHING THAT CAN STOP THEM.  NO ONE CAN STAND IN THEIR WAY.  THEY’VE DISCOVERED THEIR DESTINY, THEY’RE GOD’S HEROES OF THE DAY.  FOR THEY MARCH WITH A PURPOSE, THEY MARCH WITH A CAUSE.  BOUND BY UNITY TO DELIVER THEIR FRIENDS FROM THE LION’S JAWS.

THE ENEMY TREMBLES, HE FEARS WHAT THEY MIGHT DO.  HE KNOWS THE POTENTIAL IF THE CROSS THEY PURSUE.  ONCE HELD IN BONDAGE, THEY’VE DISCOVERED THE KEY THAT HAS THE POWER TO SET THEM FREE.  

HE’LL TRY HIS HARDEST TO DAMPEN THEIR FLAME, BUT THEY LEAVE THIS PLACE SO DIFFERENT THAN WHEN THEY CAME.  CAN A MAN EXTINGUISH THE S-U-N WITH A HOSE, NOR CAN THE ENEMY DEFEAT JESUS CHRIST WHO AROSE.  

WHO WILL YOU RESCUE?  WHO WILL YOU RECRUIT?  WHO WILL EXPERIENCE GOD’S LOVE IN YOUR EARTHLY SUIT?  HEAVEN STANDS AT ATTENTION, ALL EYES ARE A GAZE, 

THEY WAIT TO SEE WHAT PRICE YOU’LL PAY, TO SET YOUR WORLD ABLAZE.

9. But to BECOME that – it is going to take some intentional effort on our part.

DISCIPLESHIP FACTS
1. OWNING AN AVERAGE OF 4.4 Bibles per home, only 45% of all Christians who regularly attend church read their Bible more than once per week.

2. Among 9 out of 10 Christians who say spiritual growth is important, more than one third (37%) pursues spiritual growth on their own. 

I know of no better definition than to use the words of Jesus.

Matthew 4:19  Then he said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

1. Discipleship begins with a head-level change: “I know who Christ is and I make a decision to follow Him.”

a. Of my own free will – I choose to follow Jesus Christ.

b. This is one of the most amazing aspects of our Christian faith.

c. HEAD:  Mind, will, and emotions = decision central

d. It is not one of dominance and control.

e. The beauty of creation – God gave man a free will to choose!

f.  I choose to surrender my will to His.

· A revelation of Jesus Christ leads us to a dedication of our lives to him.

· It impacts the way we think.

g. This is about partnering and choosing to do life together.

h. Jesus shared what this process looks like:

Luke 9:23-25  Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 

i. EX:  Many people interpret “take up their cross” as some burden they must carry in their lives: a strained relationship, a thankless job, a physical illness. 

j. EX:  With self-pitying & pride, “That’s my cross I have to carry.” 

k. This is not what Jesus meant.

l. To a person in the first-century, the cross meant one thing and one thing only: death by the most painful and humiliating means human beings could develop.

m. Two thousand years later, Christians view the cross as a cherished symbol of atonement, forgiveness, grace, and love. 

n. But in Jesus’ day, the cross represented nothing but torturous death. Because the Romans forced convicted criminals to carry their own crosses to the place of crucifixion, bearing a cross meant carrying their own execution device while facing ridicule along the way to death.

o. Therefore, “Take up your cross and follow Me” means being willing to die in order to follow Jesus. 

p. This is called “dying to self.” 

q. Dying to our will, way, wants, plans, desires.

r. SUBMISSION – there is no argument or debate – Jesus Christ is LORD.

s. It’s a call to absolute surrender. 

t. We have to leave our selfish ambitions and way of life.

u. The goal is no longer to please me – but to please Christ.


Matthew 4:19  Then he said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

2. Discipleship involves a heart-level change:  A genuine disciple is being changed by Christ.  (by being with Christ)

·  Dedication = transformation.
 
· Dedication to Christ leads us to personal transformation.


2 Corinthians 13:5   Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?

a. This is the level where true transformation begins to take place.

b. It’s one thing to know Him but an entirely new level when this “knowing” begins to move into our heart and lives.
· It impacts the way we live.

c. The more we know Christ and experience Him, the greater the influence and change that comes to our lives.  

d. In Acts 3 & 4 Peter and John are on trial for preaching in public about Jesus and earlier in the day they healed a man who had been cripple since birth – 40 years.

e. Remember what we said last week:  “The more accurately our lives resemble His the more genuine we are.”

f. Two fishermen – normal guys – became disciples of Christ.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 4:13  When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.

g. The mistake many make “Christianity is a classroom experience.”  

Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

1 Peter 2:2  Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Mirror of God’s Word

Romans 8:29  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.

Genesis 1:27  So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.

This transformation is about US being RESTORED to God’s original design.

Matthew 4:19 Then he said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

3. Discipleship involves a hands-level change:  A genuine disciple is committed to the mission of Christ.

REVELATION = Dedication = Transformation

· Transformation leads us to participation.

a. We can’t help it – we must get involved.

b. Our hearts have been filled with love like His and we are provoked to participate.

c. Jesus’ Mission:

Luke 4:18-19  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Luke 19:10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

2 Peter 3:9   The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

d. Jesus gave us the mandate:  

Matthew 28:18-20   Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

e. We are His voice, His hands, His ambassadors

· It impacts the way we serve.

John14 – works that I do.

Romans 10:13-14  For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 


OUR MISSION AS A CHURCH:  
1. We believe that disciples of Christ should know how to reproduce.

2. We believe the mission of the church is to seek and to save the lost!

3. We are called to fish!

4. We believe that when we begin to exercise our faith it makes us stronger.

5. We want you to be an active player on the team.


REVIEW
Revelation – Jesus is the way

1. Follow me = Head Change = Dedication = Think

2. I will make you = Heart Change = Transformation = Act / Live

3. Fishers of men = Hands Change = Participation = serve


REVELATION – DEDICATION – TRANSFORMATION – DONATION – PARTICIPATION

HEADED TOWARD DAMNATION
LIVING IN SELF GRATIFICATION
DEVIL WAS GIVING YOU A STANDING OVATION
BUT YOUR HEART WAS FILLED WITH CONDEMNATION

BUT THEN YOU HEARD SOME INFORMATION
ABOUT A MAN WHO DIED FOR ME WITH NO HESITATION 

CAUSED A CONFRONTATION AND SOME MENTAL RESERVATION

IN THE DARKNESS YOU HAD A REVELATION
LOOKED BEYOND YOUR SPECULATION
STOOD UP AND MADE A DECLARATION
RECEIVED THE GIFT OF SALVATION

HAD A DIVINE IMPARTATION
CAUSE OF HIS SELFLESS DONATION
NOW YOU'RE A BLOOD RELATION 

PART OF A CHOSEN GENERATION
YOUR LIFE TO HIM A CONSECRATION
LIVIN IN PURIFICATION
SET APART BY SANCTIFICATION

SEPARATION 



PRESERVATION



