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Grade 6 
Ontario Social Studies

COMMUNITIES 
IN CANADA
Part 4:  Life in a 

Settler Community 
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Teacher Notes

Part 4 Overview
Title:  Life in a Community: Economic, Political, Social & 
Cultural Factors
Key Question: How have different communities contributed 
to the evolution of Canadian identity?

Learning Goals/Expectations
• Explain how various groups & communities….have contributed to 

the goal of inclusiveness in Canada… (A1.4)
• Gather & organize information from a variety of primary & 

secondary sources…that present different perspectives on the 
historical and/or contemporary experience of a few communities 
(A2.2)

• Analyse & construct print & digital maps as part of their 
investigations…. (A2.3)

• Identify various types of communities in Canada….(A3.4)

Investigations
Investigate how each of the 4 
communities in this unit 
contribute to the Canadian 
identity, and show this 
information in a Different Aspects 
of Life in Canadian Communities
Flipbook.

Inquiry Focus
• Analyse & Construct Maps 

(A2.3)

Concepts of Disciplinary 
Thinking

Cause & Consequence; Patterns 
& Trends, Significance, Continuity 

& Change

Close-Up Communities
• L’Arche
• Ottawa

Citizenship Focus
Research the various ethnic 

celebrations in our own 
community & create an 

informative poster about it.

Part 1 Inquiry Task

Use a blank map of Canada to 
create a thematic map 

showing the food, celebrations, 
religions or significant features 

found within the various areas of 
the country
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Part 4 Teachers’ Note

Part 4 of Communities in Canada:  Past and Present examines 
the economic, social, cultural, and political aspects of life in 
settler and First Nation communities, as well as how these 
aspects contribute to the elusive “Canadian Identity”.  The 
communities that are focused upon in this unit are:

• Mennonite community in Winnipeg
• Indigenous Peoples communities of New France 
• Political community of Ottawa
• L’Arche communities throughout the country

You may choose to have the entire class look closely at each of 
these communities OR put students into 4 groups, with each 
group focused on a different group and then report back to the 
class. Students will use a “flipbook” to show their understanding 
of how each community demonstrates a different aspect of 
community life.

Students will also explore and create thematic maps.

You may want to contact the school or town librarian to assist 
you in gathering any supplementary resources you think might 
be useful to students as they examine the concepts introduced 
in this unit.

I hope you and your students enjoy the activities!!
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Detailed 
3-Part 
Lesson
Plans
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Student-
Friendly 

Texts



Students will complete one 
section of the flipbook 
after each lesson:

Encourage 
students to 

consider how each 
type of community 

contributes to 
Canada’s identity 
using information 

from each lesson’s 
student text.

Lesson 3:  
Cultural (Mennonites in 
Winnipeg)

Lesson 4:  
Political (Ottawa)

Lesson 5: 
Economic (Fur Trade)

Lesson 6:  
Social (L’Arche)
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Graphic 
Organizers

& Texts
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Mapping:
Thematic

Maps

Student Example



Thank you for your interest in my store!

Credits

You might be interested in also checking out these related resources:

Credits

https://www.facebook.com/Coachs-Corner-1757128051167082/
mailto:coachsteachingcorner@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/coachsteachingcorner/
https://www.pinterest.ca/CoachsCorner/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Coachs-Corner-7466
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Messare-Clips-And-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/P4-Clips-Trioriginals
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ninjawoman-Clip-Art-Studio
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Workshop-Teaching
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Grade-56-Social-Studies-Mega-Bundle-3124566?aref=baa2h5i8
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Canada-Virtual-Field-Trip-for-Use-with-Google-SlidesClassroomTM-5571467?aref=ujp4j1q2
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Grade-6-Social-Studies-Canadas-Interactions-in-the-Global-Community-1986062?aref=ujp4j1q2
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Indigenous-Peoples-Europeans-Bundle-for-Use-with-Google-SlidesClassroom-5536026
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Canadian-Grade-6-Emergency-Supply-Lesson-Plans-5064490
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Canadian-Bell-Work-for-Grade-6-295890
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wonder-by-RJ-Palacio-Integrated-Book-Study-564584
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Front-Desk-Novel-Study-4793056
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bully-A-Patricia-Polacco-Literature-Unit-716631
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/End-of-the-Year-Project-Create-Your-Own-Board-Game-Review-Unit-681369
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Communities-in-Canada-Bundle-Ontario-Social-Studies-Grade-6-1708503
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Canadian-Government-Citizenship-Unit-for-Use-with-Google-SlidesClassroom-5390508?aref=4xaygee6
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Grade-5-Social-Studies-Mega-Bundle-2089264?aref=qmx65rop
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ontario-Grade-6-Social-Studies-Mega-Bundle-2054468?aref=hdpbwy6q
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Communities-in-Canada-Part-1-for-Use-with-Google-SlidesClassroomTM-5634613?aref=t6crvadx
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Communities-in-Canada-Part-2-for-Use-with-Google-SlidesClassroomTM-5675751?aref=t6crvadx
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/New-France-Clip-Art-3200997
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