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Wrestling 101
Part 5: Death Match with Debt

OVERVIEW

If you’re alive and breathing there are some big fights you have been facing or will soon be up against. This series looks at four of the major cage matches of life. They will be hard fights, but the good news is that with a little coaching and a clearer view of the fight, you’ll be able to take your stand in the ring. And, if you fight, you are guaranteed the win! The last opponent WrestleMania will address is one Jesus talked about twice as much as He did Heaven and Hell combined. It’s one that can leave you stressed and in bondage. Money can literally suck the joy and peace out of you. “Death Match with Debt” will show us, through the parable of the Prodigal Son, not only how we might find ourselves in a hole, but also how we can begin to fight our way out of it. Part 5 will deliver a final blow that is sure to knock out this opponent for good.
GET READY

No preparation needed
MESSAGE OPENING
1. The average credit card debt for a person in the United States is $9000. If you paid the minimum monthly payment on a credit card with a $9000 balance it would take 30 years to pay it off. At the end of thirty years, you will have paid nearly $29,000.
2. Last year in US more people declared bankruptcy than graduated from college.
3. Finances are like a black hole that sucks joy and peace from you.
4. Maybe that’s why Jesus talks so much about money.
a. Maybe that’s why He talked about it twice as much as…Heaven and Hell combined.
b. Out of the 38 parables that Jesus told 16 of them had to do with money and possessions.
c. Five times more is said about money in the New Testament than about prayer.
d. And while there are over 500 verses about prayer and faith, there are over 2000 verses about money and possessions.
e. Consider these statistics in the Bible…

· The word “believe” is used 272 times.
· The word “pray” is used 371 times.
· The word “love” is used 714 times.
· The word “give” is used 2161 times.
5. So today I’m going to give you a lot of scripture.
6. I want to use a famous story of the Prodigal Son as the backdrop because it shows the amazing grace of God.

a. It is for those of us who have messed everything up.

b. This guy’s life also shows us how we might get into a hole in the first place.
c. Luke 15:11-24 “Jesus continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, “Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them. 13 Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.” 20 So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 22 But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.’” (NIV)
FIVE WAYS DEBT KNOCKS US OUT
How we get in the hole. 

1. Overestimating the importance of wealth.

a. MYTH: “All I need is a little bit more.”
b. This becomes our end all solution for everything.
c. This myth is false because when you get more, you just spend more and you’ll still be unhappy.
d. Philippians 4:12 “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” (NIV)
e. Luke 15:11-12 “Jesus continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, “Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them.’” (NIV)
f. The prodigal son was consumed with the myth of “more.”  

· “If I could just get my hands on some cash, my life would be so exciting!”

g. The truth is money is not all it’s cracked up to be.
h. A gazillionaire in the Bible, named Solomon, once wrote:  Proverbs 23:4-5 “Don't wear yourself out trying to get rich; restrain yourself! Riches disappear in the blink of an eye; wealth sprouts wings and flies off into the wild blue yonder.” (MSG)
i. It’s okay to possess things, just don’t let things possess you. 
j. The truth is, the more stuff we have, the more we have to protect, polish, paint, repair, insure, secure and stress out about.
k. In 1960, the self-storage industry didn’t even exist.
· Today, it is $12 billion dollar industry.
· Its purpose is to store all the stuff we can’t fit in our houses.
l. Wealth is way overrated!
2.  Instant gratification. 
a. Remember the prodigal son wanted it now…
· Luke 15:13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country…” (NIV)
b. Maturity is the ability to postpone pleasure.

c. We live in the age of “I want it now!”

d. College students need to be very careful with this one.
e. Be content with the season you’re in.
f. Luke 12:15 “…Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.” (NLT)
g. Here’s one you ought to write down: “0% interest for 90 days is not the same as cash.”

h. Proverbs 11:4 “A thick bankroll is no help when life falls apart, but a principled life can stand up to the worst.” (MSG)
3. Self-destructive behavior. 
a. Luke 15:13 “…and there squandered his wealth in wild living.” (NIV)
b. Do you ever think about how much money we squander in a day?

· Cable TV
· Media on phone 
· Alcohol, tobacco and pornography
· Soft drinks 
· Coffee
· Fast Food
c. Think about the people who cannot control their habits.
· In Las Vegas, people lose $17 billion dollars annually.
· The average American spends $1100 a year on lottery tickets.
d. The prodigal son was a victim of his own destructive behavior.
· Maybe he should have memorized…
Proverbs 23:21“Drunks and gluttons will end up on skid row, in a stupor and dressed in rags.” (MSG)
4. Spending everything you have.
a. Luke 15:14 “After he had spent everything…” (NIV)
b. Years ago Americans lived by the rule “When you run out of money, you stop spending.”
c. This is not the case today. 
d. The average American has 16.7 credit cards. They have a balance of $9000 on those collective cards.
e. We all get the letters (sometimes daily in our mailboxes).
· “You are pre-approved for this card!”
· We say, “Thank you for pre-approving me. I’ve been looking for approval all my life.”
f. If a person gets on the wrong side of the power of compound interest, it will destroy their lives.
g. Psalm 37:21 “The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give generously.” (NIV)
h. Proverbs 21:20 “In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.” (NIV)
5.  Being unprepared for storms.

a. Wouldn’t you know it when the son ran out of money…
· Luke15:14 “…there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.” (NIV)
b. For the first time in American history, Americans have a negative savings account balance.
c. Proverbs 27:12 “The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.” (NIV)
d. There’s no way we can prepare for every contingency. Storms will come.
KNOCKING OUT DEBT
How we get out of the hole. 

Luke 15:15-16 “So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.” (NIV)
The son did what a lot of people need to do…

1. Acknowledge the reality of where you are.

a. Luke 15:17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!’” (NIV)
b. We have to start calling it what it is. It is financial bondage. 

c. Beware of thinking Well it’s not that bad!
d. Proverbs 22:7 “…the borrower is servant to the lender.” (NIV)
e. The Devil’s goal is to get you into slavery. He will do it any way he can.
f. Money can keep you under constant pressure. It can make it difficult to enjoy life, and it can erode your dream.

g. God wants you to be free. He doesn’t want you in any type of bondage!
2. Develop a plan of attack.

a. MYTH:  “It will all work out somehow.”
b. The Bible teaches the opposite. You will not drift into financial freedom.
c. If you don’t work at it, you will most likely get further and further away from your goals, not closer to them.
d. Luke 15:18-19 “I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.” (NIV)
e. Proverbs 21:5 “The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.” (NIV)
f. Do something! Make a decision and take action.

g. To get out of debt say “On this day I will…”

h.  Get a plan:

· First Step – Acquire no new debt.
· Second Step – Create a margin in your budget.
i. Celebrate with each financial victory. 

j. Married couples should develop the plan of attack together.
k. Proverbs 14:23 “Hard work always pays off; mere talk puts no bread on the table.” (MSG)
3. Start now!
a. Don’t put this thing off. The hole will just get deeper and harder to get out of.
b. Sometimes God delivers people and they get right back in the hole.

c. Luke 15:20 “So he got up and went to his father...” (NIV)
d. Proverbs 6:10-11  “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—and  poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.” (NIV)
e. When you start now, freedom is as close as today!
4. Humbly ask your Father for help.

a. Luke 15:20-21 “…But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’” (NIV)
b. If you come to God, He’s not going to say, “Get out of here you screw-up.”
c. No! He’s waiting for you to ask for His help.
d. Hebrews 13:5 “Don’t be obsessed with getting more material things. Be relaxed with what you have. Since God assured us, ‘I’ll never let you down, never walk off and leave you.’” (MSG)
CLOSING 

THE FINAL BLOW: 10-10-80 Plan
This plan simply means we’re going to make an advance decision to honor God with the first of all our income.
· 10% to God.

a. The average American gives away 2.5% of their income annually.
b. The average Christian gives away 3.8%.
c. Why give the first 10% to God? Because He gave His all.
d. Tithing is not a law. Tithing is LIFE! Tithing is LOVE!
e. Malachi 3:10 “‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.’” (NIV)
· 10% to Self (Savings).

a. MYTH: “I’ll save when I have more money to save.”
b. God says Just take a little. Little by little it will grow.
c. Proverbs 21:20 “In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.”

d. Proverbs 13:11 “…he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.” (NIV)
· 80% to Everyone Else.

a. This goes to your bills, your house and all your needs.
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