THE MARRIAGE REF 
PART 5:  TEAM LOYALTY

PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN
1. Welcome South Campus / On line Campus
2. NEXT WEEK – TEAM FAMILY – PART 6
3. Today we are talking about team loyalty and commitment.
4. In our culture today it is slipping away.
5. EX:  PHOTO -  What would you think of a Denver Bronco hanging out on the Raiders sidelines??

6. If we wouldn’t tolerate in a football game – why would we allow it in our home and marriage?

7. People are being unfaithful to one another.
8. Abandoning their marriage commitment and vows.
9. TODAY WE TALK ABOUT TEAM LOYALTY.
10. To build a LONG-LASTING marriage we need a HIGH level of loyalty and commitment.
11. Open your bibles with me to:

Genesis 2:22-25
Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23 The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.



1. Loyal in priority.
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a. FIRST:  Our relationship with Jesus Christ is first!  “You shall have no other gods before me.”

· Jesus Christ is my ROCK!
· It is the umbilical cord of life!  
· When my vertical relationship with God is healthy it breathes life into my horizontal relationships.

b. SECOND:  Our relationship with our mate.  (Marriage)

Genesis 22:4 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

· “There is no one or anything on this earth that is more important than you – except for my walk with Jesus!”

· Easier said than done!

· We must LIVE this out!

· All too often we allow other things to take a higher seat in our lives.

· Greatest ways to love your kids?   Is by investing in your marriage.

c. THIRD:  Our relationship with our children.

d. FOURTH:  Our relationship with believers and the church.

· New Testament:  Our attachment to the BODY OF CHRIST

e. FIFTH:  Our pursuit of our career, calling, and occupation.

· Our JOB is NOT the most important thing in our life!!!!

f. **If we get our priorities out of line – life will not work.

g. EX:  WATCH:  I lose my job – my life is still healthy and balanced.

h. WATCH: (ON the pyramid – we place our career at the foundation.)  

i. EX:  Now – look what happens if I lose my job – everything crumbles!!!

· The things that destroy many marriages are good things not bad. 

· Our priority shifted from the marriage relationship to something else – many times good things.

· The kids can be a distraction.  

· Career – before long we become so good at our careers that we let our priority slip and damage our relationship.

· Our house – the perfect yard, perfect house, garden – win the neighborhood.

· Friends – always having people over and doing things with others but not spending quality time together alone.

· The busyness of life, soccer games, schedule.

· Good things can become the enemy of the best things.

· “Neglect the rest of the world if you have to but never neglect each other.”   ~Ann Landers  

[bookmark: _GoBack]
2. Loyal in purity.

a. God created one man and one woman in His image, His glory, His holiness, and His purity.  

b. There is innocence in purity.

Genesis 2:25   Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

c. Before sin entered the world, they were naked, innocent, vulnerable, transparent, and they felt no shame.  

d. EX:  SIN ENTERS THE PICTURE (apple) – They felt shame.  Their reaction.  Ughhh, yuck, 
a.  Cover that up!
b. Fig Leaves.
c. EVE ASKED: “Do these fig leaves make my thighs look big?

e. Why?  Purity had been broken.
a. The light had gone out.  The glory of God had left their union.
b. True intimacy comes from revealing the GLORY OF GOD in absolute PURITY.

We must love our spouse with the PURITY OF CHRIST!

Hebrews 13:4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral….

A vow and commitment of purity:

· I will be loyal to you by maintaining my loyalty to God.

a. I must maintain a pure and intimate walk with God to achieve true intimacy with my spouse.

Psalms 119:9-11 How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. 10 I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.

· I will be loyal to you with my eyes.
· I will be loyal to you in my thoughts.
Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 

· I will be loyal to you with my body.
Ephesians 5:3-4   But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.


THIRD AREA OF LOYALTY ---
3. Loyal in partnership.

When we are married we enter into a covenant partnership.
· Genesis 2:24-25 . . . two become one flesh
· One mission / one purpose = glorify God together better

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12   Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 10 If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. 11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? 12  Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

a. We must understand the power of a covenant.
b. “All that I have is yours and all that you have is mine.”
c. Our two lives are melted together.
d. Not one of dominance or control over each other.
Ephesians 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

JOKE:  In heaven there were two lines waiting to get in.  Over one was the sign that read “For men that were dominated by their wives.”  There was a line as far as the eye could see.  An infinite line.  The other line had a large sign that read, “For men who are NOT dominated by their wife.”   There was only one guy in the line.  Saint Peter asked him, “Why are you standing in this line?”  The guy said, “Don’t ask me anything, my wife told me to shut up stand over here and not ask any questions.”

e. Either we are becoming more united or we are becoming more divided.

f. Anytime we are divided -- our marriage is in big trouble.

Luke 11:17 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.”


SPIRITUALLY

Matthew 18:19 Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.

PHYSICALLY – our bodies are not our own.

1 Corinthians 7:3-5 The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over her own body but yields it to her husband. In the same way, the husband does not have authority over his own body but yields it to his wife. 5 Do not deprive each other except perhaps by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

FINANCIALLY – I believe strongly that you should operate with a joint bank account and pool your resources together into one big pot.
· Otherwise it feels like an escape hatch.
· It breaks accountability.

PARENTING  

· We BOTH are responsible for the parenting and training.
· “Stepchildren” By our terms today – Jesus was Joseph’s stepson.  Vice versa.


4. Loyal in pursuit.

Genesis 2:24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.

a. HEBREW - United:  Dabaq (daw-bak’); to cling or adhere; to catch by pursuit, be joined (together, to pursue hard

b. By nature, we pursue what we don’t have.  
· Then once we achieve it we tend to slack off.
· Most of the time when we get what we desire we let up.
· Then we get into the marriage and we become comfortable, complacent, apathetic…

· “When the grass looks greener on the other side it’s time to water your own yard.”

· “The reason the grass looks greener on the other side is because you can’t see the poop from here.”

c. We must continue to pursue our spouse long after we have entered into the marriage.

d. Work at the marriage

e. EX:  Pick any area of life:  Can I neglect that area, not work at it and see growth or succeed??? – Absolutely NOT – NO way.

· Physical body
· Work / Business
· Front yard – never fertilize, or mow it – it deteriorates.

· Why then would couples whine, complain and moan we don’t have a good marriage when for years you have neglected, ignored and not given it any time????


PURSUE HER WITH YOUR:


1. CONVERSATION
A. She loves to talk and talk and talk.
B. One of the reasons she married you is because you could talk.  You would talk on the phone for hours about absolutely nothing.  
C. “You say goodbye first . . . no you.”
D. She wants to know that you are listening, you care, and that you are listening.

EX:   SHOW VIDEO CLIP – IT’S NOT ABOUT THE NAIL IN THE HEAD.


2. THOUGHTFULNESS
a. Call her in the middle of the day.  Why are you calling – I was just thinking about you!

b. For the rest of the day she will be thinking about you and that is a good thing guys!

c. She loves to know she is in your thoughts!
d. You can’t live off yesterday’s love.
e. They don’t carry over like your cell phone minutes.
f. Are you thinking about me TODAY??


3. AFFECTION

a. Guys:  Thoughtfulness and affection ARE NOT the same thing.

b. She wants you to verbalize your emotion and love to her, value her, admire HER.

c. She wants you not only to say, “I love you”, but she wants to hear – “I love you BECAUSE . . .”

d. Touching, caressing, not sexual touching-- not tied to sex.


4. PROTECTION
a. She loves the feeling of being protected.
b. She wants to know her heart is secure with you.
c. Trusting you with her secrets, emotions…
d. Physically secure.
e. Emotionally secure.
f. Financially secure.
g. Security of you pursuing her with protection.


PURSUE HIM WITH YOUR:

1. ADMIRATION

a. Tell him that you believe in him, you respect him and you admire him.
b. EX:  When Kim tells me – that was a great message it means more than anyone else.

c. Ladies – we can live off that.
d. “I don’t admire him that much, he’s not all that. 

e. When you criticize him and dog him you will see him shrink before your eyes.


2. REASSURANCE
a. That implies that he is insecure.  BINGO
b. He doesn’t like to admit it – basically very insecure.
c. Let him know you believe in him.


3. SUPPORT
a. One of the greatest things is with your prayer support.
b. Kim’s support for me in my career.  Very demanding.
c. Support him in his job and business.
d. In the home.


4. PASSION

a. Put it in CAPITAL LETTERS, circle it, 

b. Ladies – the world is pursuing him with their passions, TV pursues his passions, the internet pursues his passions, the woman down the hallway at the office pursues his passions.

Proverbs 5:15-18 Drink water from your own cistern, running water from your own well.  16 Should your springs overflow in the streets, your streams of water in the public squares? 17 Let them be yours alone, never to be shared with strangers.  18 May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth.  NIV

c. Wives:  If you keep your husbands cup full he will not be interested in drinking from another fountain.


CLOSE:

To get what you’ve never had you must do what you’ve never done.

NEXT SUNDAY – “TEAM FAMILY”
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