THE MARRIAGE REF
PART 3:  Offensive Plays
PERSONAL NOTES

OPEN

1. Welcome South Campus / On Line Campus
2. Today we are talking about Offensive Plays in marriage.
3. What are the specific things we can do to move our marriages forward??  To gain first downs? Ultimately lead to touchdowns.
4. One of the greatest misconceptions in marriage is people wait until there is a problem to figure out what play to run.
5. If we run the right plays in our marriage we are building for success.
6. Today we are going to talk about key plays that have changed our lives and our marriage.

Ephesians 5:21-28 MSG   Out of respect for Christ, be courteously reverent to one another.  22-24 Wives, understand and support your husbands in ways that show your support for Christ. The husband provides leadership to his wife the way Christ does to his church, not by domineering but by cherishing. So just as the church submits to Christ as he exercises such leadership, wives should likewise submit to their husbands.

25-28 Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church—a love marked by giving, not getting. Christ's love makes the church whole. His words evoke her beauty. Everything he does and says is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in dazzling white silk, radiant with holiness. And that is how husbands ought to love their wives. They're really doing themselves a favor—since they're already "one" in marriage. 
(FOR REFERENCE ONLY)
NIV  21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

1ST DOWN:  We surrender our will for the success of the team. 
a. SINGLES:  If you want to do what you want to do, when you want to do it, and where you want to do it – then stay single!!

b. REMINDER TO THE MARRIED:  When you got married you surrendered your RIGHT to . . . 

· Spend money how you want to.

· Spend your time how you want to.

· The kind of car you drive.
· Where and when you eat.

· When you go to bed and when you get up.

· You surrendered your will.
c. It’s true in any team sport as it is in marriage:  
· What is best for the team is not always best for me personally.
NIV Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
MSG Out of respect for Christ, be courteously reverent to one another.  
GREEK:  hupotassō hoop-ot-as'-so
From G5259 and G5021 ; to subordinate; reflexively to obey:—be under obedience (obedient), put under, subdue unto, (be, make) subject (to, unto), be (put) in subjection (to, under), submit self unto.
d. This is not a relationship of dominance or control.
· Men – you submit to your wife.
· Women – you submit to your husband.
e. Marriage is about mutual submission to one another.
f. We typically start out good but lose something along the way.

EX:  First married: “No love bug what do you want?”  “Oh, sugar cakes I just want what you want!”  Ahhhhh. . . I love you!!

EX:  Five years Married: “Why do we always have to do what you want?”  “Ugh, you are so selfish, it’s always all about you.”  “I hate you – Well I hate you!”

What happened?  We stopped living for the pleasure of our spouse.
g. EX: It’s like the children’s game – one hand on top of the other. – Most marriages struggle over dominance.  SHOW PHOTO

· “Who can get the upper hand?”

· Our goal is not to be on top – but on bottom.

· Submission and love prefers your spouse.

h. EX:  Dinner on Monday Night – Kim where do you want to eat?  “I don’t care” NO, you choose.

· I tend to be dominate – Mexican food!

i. One is not better than the other!!!  BOTH are to submit.
j. A beautiful picture the words of Jesus to His Father:
Luke 22:42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”

2ND DOWN:  Servanthood is our lifestyle.
a. Marriage is about serving one another in love. 
b. Christ sets the selfless example.
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

c. Everything he did on this planet was for OUR benefit 

d. It didn’t serve or benefit him personally.

e. It was to improve the relationship and make it better.

f. Luke 2 – his purpose – came to heal, set the captives free.
Verse 22-24   Wives, understand and support your husbands in ways that show your support for Christ. The husband provides leadership to his wife the way Christ does to his church, not by domineering but by cherishing. So just as the church submits to Christ as he exercises such leadership, wives should likewise submit to their husbands.

g. The reason most people become frustrated in marriage is because one or both stop serving, blessing, helping, and aiding one another.
h. Marriages don’t fail, people do.  People quit serving one another
i. Serving one another is a lifestyle – not an event.

j. THE BEAUTY – when two people serve, aid, help, and bless the other.
3RD DOWN:  We give unselfishly.  
a. Most people ask – What will you do for me?

b. What can I do to bless you?  Help you?  Assist you?

c. Be a giver, not a taker.  

Verse 25: Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church—a love marked by giving, not getting.

d. The break down of ANY relationship is when you stop giving and only want to take.

· We give encouraging words.  

· Bless VS Curse / 

· Build up VS Tear Down

· We give in prayer.
· One of the greatest investments you can make in a relationship.
· WHY?  Holy Spirit can work from the inside out.
· We give quality time.   

· You cannot microwave a relationship.
· We give in intimacy.  
· Why isn’t sex fulfilling to many women?  


· Many men are self serving – its all about fulfilling their own passion and desire.

· Lust = my needs   Love = your needs
· Warped – Me me me me me me me me me me.

· Men give love and Women give respect.  
Ephesians 5:33 However, each one of you also must love (Agape) his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

· Agape Love!  Gives unconditionally expecting nothing in return.

· We are to love like God loved.

· Where we blow it men:  I EROS (physical, erotic, sensual) you and she is saying I need AGAPE.
· Sinners love those who love them.
CLOSE

Revelations 2:5 NLV Remember how you once loved Me. Be sorry for your sin and love Me again as you did at first.
TALK IT OVER

1. What are some things you enjoyed as a couple when you were first married that you no longer do?

2. Are there any areas in your marriage that you have allowed your will to dominate over your spouse?

3. What are some areas that you could better serve your spouse?

4. Rate yourself on a scale of 1-6 for each of the five giving areas listed under “3RD DOWN.”  How would your spouse rate you?

