
THE MARRIAGE REF:  
PART 6:  Team Family 

PERSONAL NOTES


OPEN:

1. Welcome!
2. NEXT WEEK – “HUDDLE TIME”
3. THIS WEEK – TEAM FAMILY
4. What and HOW do we do marriage well when children enter the picture??
5. “We want to have great kids but NOT at the expense of our marriage ---- that is not success.”


Simple Principals That Will Cause You to Succeed
1. We must have a united front.  

Mark 3:25 “And if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.”

a. Unity is essential.
b. Always present a united front to your children and never let them divide you.  
c. We are unified on everything we do.”
d. We must be consistent in our parenting, discipline, rewards, and training.
e. Never allow a significant difference to develop in how you express love or enforce discipline.
f. Your children need both of you to be affectionate with them and they need both of you to discipline them.
g. Their sexual and emotional development is tied to the affectionate attention they get from both sexes.
h. EX:  Homosexuality – lack of love and godly affection from a father / male in their life.
i. Always honor each other in front if your children and make your children honor your spouse.
j. Unity means: “What you do to her you did it to me.”
k. Division means: “I am just a spectator.”


2. We have the greatest impact upon the formation of our children’s lives.  

a. We reproduce what we are, not what we want.  
Apostle Paul said, 

1 Corinthians 4:15-16  Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me.

a. Our Children’s View of 
· RACE, 
· finances, 
· marriage, 
· roles in marriage, 
· communication, 
· conflict resolution
· Prayer
· Church
· God
· Diet and eating habits
· Respect
· Love
· Forgiveness
· Bible

b. EX:   Young woman in premarital counseling:  “I have NEVER seen my parents argue, fight. Or disagree.”
· I’m sure the parents thought they were benefiting their children.
· They actually hindered them by not showing them a healthy way to resolve differences.

c. How can your children succeed unless they see you succeed?
d. Your life speaks louder than your lips.
e. Do you want your children to be just like you?
f. KEY:   Is the way you are living your life empowering them for success or is it confusing them and giving them something they will need to overcome later in life?


3. Raising children is temporary.

a. Too many parents hang on too long and do too much for their kids.

b. If we forsake our marriage for our children, it will send us into despair when our children leave.

· It also makes you an overly dependent In-law.
· You make your children overly dependent upon you.
· It creates resentment in your spouse.

c. Our goal is to build and create independence not codependence.
· Codependence 

d. EX:  Hawks INDEPENDENCE– Children turned the age of 13:  We esteemed our children as adults and every birthday we gave them more and more adult responsibilities.

e. Our goal: By their senior year they were functioning independently from us.

· Going to bed
· Going to school
· Completing homework
· Going to work
· Doing their laundry
· Managing their finances

f.  The Big Picture:  To see our children become fully functioning, self controlled, self disciplined, adults who serve Jesus Christ, manage their time, relationships, and finances with excellence without our influence, aid, or assistance.


4. Parenting takes faith.

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it. (NKJV)

· Training does not mean talking. Training means showing.

· Repetition.  Repetition.

· You have to have faith that if you do the right thing in front of them, they will return to that one day.

a. Our children WILL make choices and decisions that are 100% in defiance against our will, hopes, wants, or desires.


WHEN KIDS MAKE BAD CHOICES:

Luke 15:11-13  Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 3 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

1. Recognize that neither you nor God can override your children’s will.
a. One of the most difficult things I have ever done is to watch my kids put the pedal to the metal and drive over the cliff of a bad decision.
b.  You must release them.

2. Allow them to make mistakes.
a. We tend to want to rescue them from going into the ditch.
b. The ditch may make an impact that lasts a lifetime.
c. Allow the natural consequences to happen.
d. When we intervene in hopes of saving them we many times only delay the inevitable.
Luke 15:14-16 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 

16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.


3. Don’t blame yourself or each other.
a. All children go through challenges and trials.
b. You’re not a bad parent because your kids make bad choices.
c. EX:  Was Father God not a good parent???  Adam still disobeyed!
d. Don’t play: “We COULD have, SHOULD have. . ..”
e. The enemy will use the sins of the children to divide your marriage.
f. Guilt, condemnation, fear,
g. You’re not a good parent!!


4. Love them unconditionally.  
1 Corinthians 13:8 Love never fails.
a. Many of us love conditionally.  “I will love you if you do what I say.”
b. EX:  Be a safety net while they walk the tight rope of life.
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.

· Love them unconditionally – it eventually got through to me.
· They have to feel like they have a safe place to talk
· If that safety isn’t there they will go somewhere else to find it.
· They need a safe place – to go home and say – “hey I messed up.”  Not be judged, yelled at, etc.…
· Parents must be able to discuss in calm voices.
· Don’t try and change them – love them!!!
· They want to be understood.  

5. Envelope them in prayer.
a. EX:  Monday of vacation – God’s power came over me.  “Who is praying for me Lord?”
b. YOUR PRAYERS – MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!!
James 5:16b NLT  . . . The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results.


6. Stand on God’s promises.
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.  NKJV

Isaiah 55:11   AMP So will My word be which goes out of My mouth; It will not return to Me void (useless, without result),
Without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ephesians 6:12-14 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then,


7. Don’t be moved by what you see in the natural.  
EX:  Story of Lucy in Plano – To the very day of her deliverance and recommitment to CHRIST – she gave absolutely ZERO symptoms of what God was doing 
· SHE SAID:  “I couldn’t stop the love from getting through!”
Luke 15:17-20 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 

20 So he got up and went to his father.  “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

· KEEP EXPECTING & BELIEVING!!

8. Make sure they know: No mistake is unforgivable.
a. When kids feel hopeless --- it drives them deeper into the sin and bondage.
9. Offer unconditional forgiveness.
a. There is no debt to pay.

Luke 15:21-24 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

Ephesians 4:32   Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.


10. Restore them to their rightful place.
a.  Provide the resources and assistance for them to be fully restored.


CLOSE:

INVITATION
Luke 15:17-20 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 

20 So he got up and went to his father.  “But while he was still a long way off, 

his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.









