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Recognition 
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Day One
I have a relationship with Lord Krsna. Krsna is God. I 

d o n ’t know Him very well, no t like I know Srila Prabhu- 
pada. Even P rabhupada sometimes seems far away. (I 
am even afraid to approach him sometimes.) Krsna is 
all-pervading—I can feel that—and yet far away, the 
Suprem e Person. Lord Krsna is p resen t in His murti 
form.

We can associate with Krsna in His holy names. This 
sound vibration is the best and safest way to be with 
Him. I say I will also try to approach Him by writing.

Lord Krsna is elusive, adhoksaja. He puts a curtain 
between Him self and the foolish people of the world. 
He lets them  do what they want, although He gives 
them  the best advice—give up  all varieties of religion 
and surrender to Me.

Lord Krsna is very near and also very far away. Any­
th ing we see is Krsna. T here  is no th ing  that is no t 
Krsna. I t’s rare that someone can know Him in tru th  in



His personal form . To be able to app roach  all- 
attractive Krsna is the gift of the pure devotee.

We first learn of our relationship with Lord Krsna by 
hearing  from  authority. Im agine som eone m eeting 
Srila P rabhupada for the first time and expressing his 
understanding of his relationship with God. Srila Pra­
bhupada would probably caution him: the best way to 
understand  o n e ’s relationship with the Suprem e is to 
hear from  the Suprem e th rough the scriptures and to 
be guided by His authorized representative, the spiri­
tual master.

If the person  persisted, Srila P rabhupada would 
p o in t o u t that although his feelings are sincere and 
earnest, they still have to be purified with education in 
God consciousness. Srila P rabhupada would n o t dis­
courage the young m an or wom an’s earnestness. If  the 
person were really sincere, surely he would recognize 
in Prabhupada a true spiritual friend and guide.

I am no longer a young man. I have been hearing 
from  Srila Prabhupada for almost thirty years, bu t I am 
still inexperienced in love of God. I d o n ’t know Krsna. 
If I say I want to write abou t my relationship  with 
Krsna, am I n o t like that young person—earnest bu t 
unrealized? Like him, I need to hear from guru, sastra, 
and sadhu.

I d o n ’t know. I am foolish. “I am no t a scholar or a 
devotee,” Srila P rabhupada used to say, “but I am try­
ing to carry ou t the o rder o f my spiritual m aster. I 
d o n ’t know Krsna, b u t I know my G uru M aharaja.” 
This sums up  my own approach  to Krsna—I d o n ’t 
approach  Krsna directly, b u t th rough  my spiritual 
master. Yet my spiritual m aster told me to chant H are 
Krsna. “Go, my child,” said Isvara Puri, “and chant and 
dance and tell others about Krsna.”



Srila Prabhupada wants us to go to Krsna. Krsna is in 
ou r hearts, and the spiritual m aster encourages us to 
take shelter of Him. The guru  doesn’t say, “W hen you 
drink water, think o f me. W hen you see the sun, know 
that it is my eye. Know that I  am the sound in e th e r.” 
He tells us how to find Krsna.

Why not then, ju st write about Krsna, instead of “my 
relationship  w ith”? T he topic o f Krsna is universal, 
whereas the topic of one j iv a  ’s relationship is subjec­
tive. I am a jiva  and this topic is a universal concern. It 
doesn ’t m atter that I am a unique individual with a 
unique relationship with Krsna. I am writing to purify 
myself and to be tter understand  the m ost im portant 
thing in my life.

O ur budding God consciousness is the spiritual mas­
te r’s gift to us. The spiritual m aster d id n ’t create us— 
we are eternal souls—but he awoke us ou t o f our gross 
ignorance. He saved us from  our karma. We cannot 
even estimate the debt we owe him, yet he tells us, “Go 
now, serve Lord Krsna, worship Him, tell everyone you 
m eet about Krsna.” He instructs us to take up our rela­
tionship with Krsna. If a disciple takes his relationship 
with Krsna to heart and shows symptoms of becom ing 
attached to Krsna, the spiritual master is pleased.

The j iv a ’s relationship with Krsna is clearly explained 
in the scriptures. Why, then, should we explore our 
personal relationship with Krsna? A lthough we m ust 
make a constant effort to hear about the nature o f our 
relationship with the Lord from the sastra, we need to 
ask ourselves why, after all these years, we are n o t 
better acquainted with Krsna. Why d o n ’t we speak of 
His activities and qualities m ore naturally? Why can’t 
we pray to H im  readily as ou r p ro tec to r and  best 
friend?



Srlla P rabhupada has given each of us permission to 
speak to Krsna directly—while we chan t H are Krsna 
and in prayer. Prahlada Maharaja says there is nothing 
wrong with a person, even a child, expressing his sin­
cere feelings to God. We should not abandon our own 
attem pts to offer prayers to the Lord, even though 
great souls like Brahm a and Siva are no t able to praise 
Him adequately. Anyone who wishes to get ou t o f the 
m ateria l w orld should  purify h im self by offering 
prayers to the Suprem e Lord.

*
All these years passing and m ore years to com e—I 

d o n ’t know how many or how few. But Krsna keeps me 
in the ISKCON fold, chanting and serving. I have a 
relationship with Him.

I want to praise Krsna, to swim and float and sail on 
that praise. I want to cross the ocean of nescience on 
that praise.

“I shall cross over the insurm ountable ocean of ne­
science by being firmly fixed in the service of the lotus 
feet o f Krsna. This was approved by the previous 
acaryas, who were fixed in firm devotion to the Lord, 
Param atm a, the Suprem e Personality o f  G odh ead” 
(Bhdg. 11.23.58).

“For those who have accepted the boat o f the lotus 
feet o f the Lord, who is the shelter o f the cosmic m ani­
festation and is fam ous as M urari, the enem y of the 
M ura dem on, the ocean of the m aterial world is like 
the water contained in a ca lf s hoof print. T heir goal is 
param padam, Vaikuntha, the place where there are no 
m aterial miseries, no t the place where there is danger 
at every step” (Bhdg. 10.14.58).



The sages have crossed over to the spiritual world, 
b u t they have left their boat of bhakti on the shore of 
this world so we may also cross the m aterial ocean. I 
want to stay lost in the world o f transcendental boats 
and sages.

*
I d ream t we were on an island, waiting for a boat. 

Why d o n ’t I rem em ber Krsna when I dream? I awoke 
and thought ou t so many things and o f so many people 
before I thought of Him.

Speaking o f islanders, I rem em ber reading some­
thing about people on a cold island and how they sur­
vived. O f course, they believed in God and the Catholic 
C hurch and in burying their dead according to reli­
gious rites. They talked about God in lovely ways, yet I 
d o n ’t rem em ber finding any real God consciousness in 
their speeches— any delight in G od’s pastimes or seri­
ous th ough t about the next life. This is true of most 
people.

Some people assume they are always th inking of 
God. For exam ple, they d o n ’t worry about the earth ’s 
steadiness as it sails through space and spins on its axis. 
They assume the powers that be are taking care o f it. 
They recognize some dependence on G od’s power— 
even primitive people worship a h igher power—but 
they take that h igher power for granted. W hen people 
ignore G od’s power, they becom e proud, callous, and 
hardhearted .

They either becom e proud  of their apparen t power, 
or they becom e so preoccupied with the struggle for 
existence th a t they d o n ’t th ink  o f God. They even 
justify their forgetfulness. They see God as a luxury, like



art or poetry. They d o n ’t have time for Him. This is 
blindness. We all share in it to some extent. T ha t’s why 
I’m writing this book to rem ind us.

*
My dear Lord Krsna, You are God. I have heard  

about You th roughou t my many lifetimes. In this life­
time I heard  about God from  my m other and the Catho­
lic C hurch. T ha t hearing  could be coun ted  in the 
realm  of Krsna consciousness, bu t You were a vague 
figure in my mind. If I spend my time writing to You to 
know You better, it m eans I will sometim es have to 
address You when I am uninspired or forgetful. I can’t 
wait until I attain the perfect stage. Please forgive me.

The night is over. Almost-black clouds cruise in the 
wind like giant birds o r undersea fish. I know we are 
supposed to see God everywhere and always th ink of 
Him, b u t I d o n ’t do it. I want to make m ore effort. 
Why isn’t the m ost im portan t person in all existence 
the most im portant person in my life?

But He is, too.
T hen why am I covered and how do I get uncov­

ered?
Nayam atma pravacanena labhyo: “The Suprem e Lord 

is no t attained by expert explanations, by vast intelli­
gence, nor even by m uch hearing. He is attained only 
by one who He Him self chooses. To such a person He 
manifests His own form ” (Mundaka Upanisad, 3.2.3).

I can’t attain Krsna by this writing endeavor—not by 
a flurry o f note-taking and self-searching. O Lord of 
the universe, kindly be visible unto me.

*
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Reading “C hanting the Song Sung by Lord Siva” 
from  the Fourth  C anto o f the Srimad-Bhagavatam  is 
helping me to appreciate my relationship with Lord 
Krsna. I am a conditioned soul. I can learn from  Lord 
Siva’s praise o f Lord Visnu. Lord Siva is the greatest 
devotee; therefore, I accept him  as my spiritual master. 
“Lord Siva said: You are all the sons o f King Praclna- 
barhi, and I wish all good fortune to you. I also know 
what you are going to do, and therefore I am visible to 
you just to show my mercy upon you” (Bhag. 4.24.27).

Srlla P rabhupada writes: “No one should think of 
the prayers recited  by Lord Siva as being sectarian; 
rather, they are very confidential, so m uch so that any­
one desiring the ultim ate prosperity or auspicious goal 
of life must take the instructions o f Lord Siva and pray 
to and glorify the Suprem e Personality of G odhead as 
Lord Siva himself d id” (Bhag. 4.24.31, purport).

T he m ore I read, the m ore I realize th at all the 
ground has been covered. We already know who the 
Lord is, who we are, and how to approach Him. All 
questions are answered in sastra.

This writing, therefore, is no t in tended as a compila­
tion of perfect statem ents on the subject. I t’s m eant to 
express feeling, prayer, and action. My relationship 
with Krsna has suffered lifetimes o f neglect. I c an ’t 
expect an easy victory over that neglect. “Narada pene­
tra ted  in to  the service o f the Lord by the transcen­
dental vibration.” Brahm a m editated for a hundred  of 
his years. I shouldn’t think I ’m going to do better than 
them.

*
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My Relationship With Lord Krsna, #1
Thanks be to God for the 
beautiful day. Thank the one who 
m ade it. Be prepared to explain and 
defend when they ask, “Who 
allowed the lamb to be killed?”
You did it. God sanctioned but 
you’ll have to pay reactions.
Better lim ber up and give strong answers 
convincing logic as Srila Prabhupada wants.
My God, Krsna, bluish boy,
I ’ll describe Him from pictures.
Write inspired even when 
half asleep. I ’ll start anywhere 
with pen or typewriter 
from any thought and make a 
quick route to His lotus feet.
God m ade the grains, gave us the seed 
for cereal. Man d idn ’t make it in his factory. 
And we enjoy it with our tongue and brain 
and stomach which we also d idn ’t make.
I follow the path o f God-proofs,
an example of acintya-sakti,
and songs of God reciting what I know.
Some see Him in their hearts always, 
Syamasundara, threefold-bending form playing 
the flute. He banishes all lust 
and forgetfulness and illusion, lamentation.
My God Krsna, I have to take it on the chin.



W hat do you mean? I m ean hard times 
come to all bu t God is good.
H e’s testing us. He wants to see how sincere 
we are in our dedication to 
love Him unalloyed.
Go out and preach and come back enthusiastic 
to share God consciousness with us.
“Yes,” he says. “I told them  what Krsna 
says, if you d o n ’t surrender you’re 
no better than a cat or dog .”
W hat did they say?
“O ne m an threatened m e.”
Look at the pictures starting 
with His appearance in four-armed form 
before Vasudeva and DevakI who accepted 
Him that way and bowed and prayed.
The child Krsna went to Gokula.
He was a baby. He started to grow and right away 
a dem on, Putana, came and He killed her.

*

I say “Krsna th is” and “Krsna th at,” bu t what is my 
qualification for even reciting His name? Lord Cai- 
tanya kindly requested  us to chan t “Krsna, K rsna” 
again and again: Hare Krsna Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna 
Hare H a re /H are  Rama H are Rama, Rama Rama Hare 
Hare. C hant H are Krsna, worship Krsna, hear Krsna’s 
pastimes from  Srimad-Bhagavatam. We have been invit­
ed to practice this sadhana und er the guidance of the 
pure devotee spiritual m aster who is himself immersed 
in Krsna consciousness.



Krsna belongs to the unm anifest spiritual world, but 
He also pervades this world. Try to understand. D on’t 
be faithless. D o n ’t be overcom e by the m odes o f 
ignorance and passion. “D eluded by the three modes 
[goodness, passion and ignorance], the whole world 
does no t know Me, who am above the modes and in­
exhaustible” (Bg. 7.13). Those under the modes d o n ’t 
know th at Lord Krsna is beh in d  the m aterial back­
ground. Srila P rabhupada writes, “W hen even those 
who are in goodness cannot understand, what hope is 
there for those in passion and ignorance? Krsna cons­
ciousness is transcendental to all these three modes of 
material nature, and those who are truly established in 
Krsna consciousness are actually liberated.”

*

Lately, I have been writing candidly of my own little 
life. Now I have left that with a decision to write about 
Krsna. I feel lonely to be away from  myself because I 
am no t yet jo ined  to Krsna. But writing about my rela­
tionship with Krsna shouldn’t leave me feeling lonely 
or dry o r m erely academ ic, n o t if I do it sincerely, 
personally, and humanly. Prabhupada stressed that we 
do n ’t have to give up anything. We can continue being 
whoever we are. We ju s t have to dovetail our con­
sciousness with the Supreme. He said it isn’t difficult.

“O ne should m editate upon the Suprem e Person as 
the one who knows everything, as He who is the oldest, 
who is the controller, who is smaller than the smallest, 
who is the m aintainer o f everything, who is beyond all 
material conception, who is inconceivable, and who is 
always a person. He is luminous like the sun, and He is 
transcendental, beyond this material na tu re” (Bg. 8.9).
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Srlla P rabhupada says that Krsna is inconceivable. 
We can’t touch Him by any ordinary process. “T here­
fore intelligent persons, avoiding useless argum ent and 
speculation, should accept what is stated in scriptures 
like the Vedas, Bhagavad-gitd, and Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
and follow the principles they set down. T hat will lead 
one to understanding.”

*

My relationship with Lord Krsna is eternal, is mostly 
unknown to me, and goes on w hether I ’m aware o f it 
o r not. I d id n ’t know o f Lord Krsna until I m et Srlla 
Prabhupada. In the b roader sense that “Lord Krsna” 
m eans God, I knew of Him, bu t my conclusion was that 
He was dead, o r that He was present in LSD, He was 
im personal, He was n o t what my priests said He was. I 
d idn ’t know. I was too dirty and too deranged to know. 
“Persons who have acted piously in previous lives and 
in this life and whose sinful activities are completely 
eradicated are freed  from  the dualities o f delusion, 
and they engage themselves in My service with deter­
m ination” (Bg. 7.28).

P rabhupada taught me about my relationship with 
Lord Krsna. “In the association of great devotees, one 
can be delivered from delusion.”

Relationship m eans sambandha. God consciousness 
comprises three stages: sambandha (relationship), abhi- 
dheya (activities of service), and prayojana (the goal of 
love o f G odhead a tta ined). We d o n ’t know o f ou r 
relationship with Krsna in the beginning. “Forgotten 
souls, we.” T he first stage is to awaken attraction  to 
M adana-mohana, Lord Krsna, and to discover, “I am
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eternal spirit soul. I have a relationship with the all­
great Supreme Personality of G odhead.”

Krsna speaks to us. T he sastras assure us th at God 
cares for us even m ore than we care for Him. He wants 
us to revive ou r Krsna consciousness and to re tu rn  to 
Him. “Because you are My very dear friend, I am 
speaking to you My suprem e instruction. . . . ” (Bg. 
18.64). Srila P rabhupada writes, “W hat Krsna is saying 
in this connection is the most essential part o f knowl­
edge, and it should be carried out no t only by Arjuna 
but by all living entities. . . . Everyone who follows the 
path of Arjuna can becom e a dear friend to Krsna and 
obtain the same perfection as A rjuna.” (Bg. 18.64-5, 
purports).

Do we th ink Krsna is ju s t too majestic to approach? 
Too pure? His pastimes too inconceivable? Is there any 
point in trying to approach Krsna?

“My Lord is so high, you can’t get over Him, 
so low, you can’t get under Him, 
so wide, you can’t get around Him, 
that’s the way of the L ord.”
Krsna is approachable, b u t we can’t study H im  by 

empirical investigation. We have to su rrender in devo­
tional service and hear the scriptures from the spiritual 
master.

It requires years o f austerities. “I can only be known 
by austerity,” Lord Visnu told Lord Brahma. Saints and 
sages go to the forest o r Himalayas, contro l their 
breathing, raise the sem en to the brain, refrain from 
sense enjoym ent, and seek God. Preachers sacrifice 
their physical com fort to tell others about Krsna, even 
at the risk o f losing their lives. In the course of preach­
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ing, Krsna reveals H im self to them . He says, “I am not 
in the m editation of the yogi o r in V aikuntha. I am 
wherever My devotees gather to chant My holy nam es.”

God is great. I have a relationship  with Him. My 
spiritual master has engaged me in His service.

He is in my heart. “I am seated in everyone’s heart, 
and from  Me come rem em brance, knowledge and for­
getfulness” (Bg. 15.15).

D ear Lord, I have neglected my relationship with 
You. I am a writer, by Your grace. You allow me to do 
this. But when I write, it’s mostly about myself and how 
I am struggling, my dreams, my poems, what I perceive 
o f the world with my senses, stories I tell, books I ’ve 
read. W hen I hear descriptions of Your greatness and 
o f Your devotees’ dedication to You, I am inspired. 
“T he pure  devotee is always within the core o f My 
heart, and I am always in the heart o f the pure  devo­
tee. My devotees do n o t know anything else bu t Me, 
and I do n o t know anyone else b u t th em ” (B hag. 
9.4.68).

I thought to cite verses like this and then ask myself, 
“Why isn’t this true for me? How can I attain it?” May­
be the answers are general, the remedy, too. I d o n ’t 
always think o f the Lord because I am still attached to 
false ego (ahankara) and to gross and subde sense grati­
fication. Krsna has to reveal H im self to me fully as He 
does to His pure  devotees. I can becom e eligible by 
regular chanting  and hearing  and serving the pure 
devotees. I know many sastric verses that state this. One 
could say, “T h e re ’s n o t so m uch to say about it in a 
personal way. Ju s t engage yourself in sra va n a m -  
kirtanam.”

Yes, bu t Krsna is dem anding som ething o f me. If He 
d idn ’t dem and, I w ouldn’t feel this pressure to write of
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Him. He dem ands for our own good. We are suffering 
in the m aterial world w ithout Him. But if we insist we 
d o n ’t want Him, H e’ll stay away. We have to show Him 
that we want to find Him and becom e dependen t on 
Him, like the pure devotees in His entourage.

“Thereafter, one m ust seek that place from  which, 
having gone, one never returns, and there su rrender 
to that Suprem e Personality o f G odhead from whom 
everything began and from  whom everything has ex­
tended since time im m em orial” (Bg. 15.4). We have to 
make an effort to tu rn  to Krsna. T he question before 
us is w hether our service is a genuine way to do this. If 
it is, then we shouldn’t deny it out of laziness or fear.

*

Srila Prabhupada forced me to break through in my 
relationship with him  when he said, “I t’s no t m echani­
cal that you do the typewriting. If you love me, then I 
will love you.” The same goes for my relationship with 
Krsna and for this writing about it. All I can do is make 
little entries and offer them  to Prabhupada and Krsna.

In a week we will observe Lord Nrsim hadeva’s ap­
pearance day. He is an expansion of Krsna. Therefore, 
I have a relationship with Him. W hen Srila Prabhupada 
left for India in 1970, he told his disciples he m ight no t 
re tu rn . But he assured us th a t Lord N rsim hadeva 
would protect us. He taught us to chant Lord Nrsimha­
deva’s mantras. T hat’s why we have a relationship with 
Lord Nrsimhadeva—Srila Prabhupada gave it to us. He 
told us that our m ain relationship was with Krsna in 
Vrndavana and Lord Caitanya, b u t he encouraged us 
to pray to Lord Nrsim hadeva to p ro tec t us in ou r
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preaching and to pro tect ou r bhakti. “O ne should fix 
his m ind on this original form of Godhead, Krsna. O ne 
should no t even divert his attention to o ther forms of 
the Lord” (Bg. 18.65, purport).

*

Lord Krsna has infinite relationships. We can’t de­
velop only vertically in our relationship with Him. By 
vertically, I m ean ju st between us and Him. We reach 
up and Lord Krsna reaches down. We need  horizontal 
relationships—relationships with His devotees. Krsna 
wants to see us develop relationships bo th  vertically 
and horizontally.

There are four kinds o f vertical and horizontal rela­
tionships: (1) loving service to God; (2) friendship with 
the devotees (fu rther subdivided into serving and in­
quiring from  advanced devotees, befriend ing  peers, 
and giving guidance to newcomers); (3) giving Krsna 
conscious instruction to the innocent nondevotees and 
neophyte devotees; (4) avoiding the demons.

I am aware that relationships can be complicated. As 
ISKCON devotees, we also have a relationship with the 
institution and its Governing Body Commission, with 
individual tem ples, with o ther world religions, with 
national governments, with the media, and with the sky 
and land. There is no end to relationships in this world. 
Everyone and everything is interrelated.

Having a relationship with Krsna also means having a 
relationship with Krsna’s holy names, the H are Krsna 
m antra. They’re nondifferent—eternal, pure, but, in 
my case, covered over. P rabhupada gave me harinama 
initiation in 1966, and I am still chanting on the same 
red beads. I am proud of the fact that I am a chanter,
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although I only chant a m eager sixteen rounds a day, 
and even that, no t very well. My relationship with the 
holy nam es is hab ituated  to poo r practice. I can ’t 
avoid this topic if I am going to discuss my relationship 
with Krsna. C hanting H are Krsna is the m ain way to 
develop a relationship with the Lord in this age o f Kali. 
If we can claim no o ther relationship, either by scrip­
tural study, Deity worship, o r practice o f o ther forms 
of sadhana, bu t we chant the L ord’s nam es with devo­
tion and tears in our eyes, then we will have a vital con­
nection with Krsna. On the o ther hand, if despite all 
o u r studies and active service we have no taste for 
chanting, then it can be understood th at our heart is 
steel-framed.

I have a personal relationship with the holy nam e. 
He allows me to chant and be with Him at any time of 
day or n igh t in the simplest way. T here  are no hard  
and fast rules in chanting. O my Lord, You have m ade 
approach to You so easy by Your holy names, and You 
have invested all Your energies in Your holy name, bu t 
due to my longstanding aparadhas, I cannot chant with 
love.

I can say all sorts of negative things about myself in 
regards to my chanting, that chanting doesn ’t m ean 
anything to me, etc. Perhaps these estimations are no t 
the whole story. Still, it is a fact that I d o n ’t taste nec­
tar. I d o n ’t pray and cry to the Lord when I u tte r His 
names. Can this writing help?
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Krsna is Great; 
I  am Small



Day Two
In Lord Siva’s song, he states that the Supreme Lord 

in everyone’s heart is the source o f our inclinations 
and disinclinations. It m ade me think how I woke in the 
m orn ing  and  felt disinclined to pray o r chant. T hat 
disinclination comes from  Krsna. “Because the asuras 
do no t like to engage in the L ord’s devotional service, 
the Lord within gives them  the intelligence to forget” 
(Bhag. 4.24.41, purport). Lord Krsna knows everything. 
I am anu, an atom ic particle o f the Suprem e Soul. 
“T herefore , I repeatedly  offer my obeisances un to  
You.”

Lord Siva prays for purification of the false ego by 
engaging the self in devotional service. In ahankara, I 
act for the supposed welfare o f my body and self, bu t I 
d o n ’t know who I am. W hen I act in my relationship 
with Lord Krsna, by rendering service to Him, then my 
false ego is dissolved and I attain  true  ego o r self- 
awareness.
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Various workers, yogis, and others want to see God in 
different ways—either as their order-supplier or to be­
come one with Him. The devotees want to see Krsna in 
His com plete perfection. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saras- 
vatl T hakura said, “D on’t try to see Krsna, b u t act in 
such a way that He sees you.” T hat expression has a 
certain application. It doesn’t m ean a devotee is dis­
in terested  in his L ord’s darsana. It m eans a devotee 
should first deserve, then desire.

May I one day achieve this state of loving service 
whereby Lord Krsna will be pleased to reveal Himself 
to me. Even now I hear of His personal activities and I 
desire to see Him as His devotees see Him. Lord Siva 
prays:

“My dear Lord, I wish to see You exactly in the form 
that Your very dear devotees worship. You have many 
o ther forms, bu t I wish to see Your form  that is espe­
cially liked by the devotees. Please be merciful upon 
me and  show me that form , for only that form  wor­
sh ipped by the devotees can perfectly satisfy all the 
dem ands of the senses” (Bhag. 4.24.44).

Srila P rabhupada  discusses vidhi-marga and raga- 
marga. H e warns us n o t to ju m p  prem aturely to a 
relationship with Krsna in His relationship with the 
gopis. Raga-marga is the highest, bu t devotees should 
worship the Lord in the tem ple according to vidhi- 
marga.

We have so m uch to learn. We could read all day. 
Srila P rabhupada has w ritten everything we need  to 
know. Lord Siva prays to behold the Suprem e L ord’s 
two lotus feet. The nails of His lotus feet will dissipate 
all darkness in the heart o f the conditioned soul. “My 
dear Lord, kindly show me that form of Yours which
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always dissipates all kinds o f darkness in the heart o f a 
devotee” (Bhag. 4.24.52).

Srila P rabhupada writes, " . . .  everyone serious about 
understand ing  the transcendental science and seeing 
the transcendental form  of the Lord m ust first o f all 
attem pt to see the lotus feet of the Lord by studying 
the First and Second Cantos of Srimad-Bhagavatam. 
W hen one sees the lotus feet o f the Lord, all kinds of 
doubts and fears within the heart are vanquished.”

Fear is due to bodily identification, b u t a realized 
devotee is free of fear. “The bhaktas, the devotees, are 
fearless and always joyful because they are constantly 
engaged in the service of the lotus feet o f the Lord. . . . 
By practicing bhagavad-bhakti-yoga, one becom es fear­
less and joyful. Unless one becomes fearless and joyful, 
he cann o t u n d erstan d  the science o f G od” {Bhag. 
4.24.52, purport).

*

Som eone may see the title o f these writings, M y  
Relationship With Lord Krsna, and th ink I am proud. 
They m ight th ink  it’s a sahajiya  book and  th at I ’m 
writing about my rasa with Krsna in Vrndavana. Just the 
use o f the word “my” may seem less than the modesty 
we expect o f a Vaisnava when he speaks o f his personal 
life. But this book isn’t puffed up or sahajiya. I do have 
a relationship with Krsna, my relationship. Everyone 
has. I’m a tiny soul (anu) who has a personal relation­
ship with Lord Krsna, who is happy about that, b u t 
who is also bewildered about what to do next.

I almost want to deny my relationship with Krsna out 
of humility. But perhaps that kind of humility is no t so 
healthy. W hat kind of hum ility is it if we say, “God
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doesn’t love me. H e has be tter things to do than to 
care for me. He seems to have forgotten me because 
o f my poor service.” Better that we own up  to our rela­
tionship with Him and love Him for ourselves.

I am determ ined to advance in Krsna consciousness. 
T hat determ ination can become selfish or unbalanced. 
Therefore, we need the association of devotees and the 
spiritual m aster’s guidance. Selflessness in Krsna con­
sciousness is a rare gem. We are no t m eant to lose our­
selves, bu t to give up material selfishness.

T he dictionary defines the word “relationship” as, 
“connection by blood, marriage, etc.; kinship,” b u t our 
relationship with Krsna is no t bodily. In His eternal pas­
times, Lord Krsna som etim es appears as som eone’s 
son, cousin, or father, bu t actually we are all related to 
Him in spirit. He is the Supreme and all souls are part 
of Him. We have an eternal relationship o f whole and 
part, o f dom inant and dom inated. He is purusa and we 
are prakrti. I t’s a perm anen t connection, unlike rela­
tionships based on blood or m arriage. To make that 
connection is to perform  yoga. Aham brahmasmi. I am 
n o t this body bound  for death. T herefore, I am no t 
this m an ’s father, this w om an’s husband, this m an ’s 
son. I am an eternal servant of Krsna.

We seek ou r relationship with God by going to His 
devotees. Lord Krsna says, “He is no t My devotee who 
says he is My devotee. But he who is a devotee o f My 
devotee is actually My devotee.” With o ther Vaisnavas, 
we can hear and  relish Krsna’s pastimes. Satarh pra- 
sangan mama virya-sathvido, “By association with pure 
devotees,” sraddha ratir bhaktir anukramisyati, “real devo­
tional service begins.”

Ayi nanda-tanuja kinkaram—“O son o f M aharaja 
N anda [Krsna], I am Your eternal servitor, yet some­

- 22 -



how or o ther I have fallen into the ocean of birth  and 
death. Please pick me up from this ocean o f death and 
place m e as one o f the atom s o f Your lotus fe e t” 
(,Siksastakam, text 5).

Srlla P rabhupada quotes the Siksastakam, when he 
responds to questions about how we should love God 
even when we d o n ’t feel His presence. “I know no  one 
b u t Krsna as my Lord, and He shall rem ain so even if 
He handles me roughly in His em brace or makes me 
b rokenhearted  by no t being present before me. He is 
completely free to do anything and everything, for He 
is always my worshipful Lord unconditionally .” D on’t 
dem and equal reciprocation. “Krsna may be a debau­
chee and go to all the gopis, leaving me neglected. Let 
Him enjoy as He likes, as makes Him happy. I love Him 
in any case. H e is the only Lord o f my life .” We 
shouldn’t say, “If He neglects me, then I reject Him. I ’ll 
be my own God or get another Lord.”

*

My G odbrother, K arnam rta P rabhu, and his wife, 
Arcana-siddhi, have been interviewing devotees about 
their relationships with Krsna. They speak about faith- 
building. A devotee will tell them  of a crisis in his or her 
life, how Krsna acted to help them , and as a result, how 
they increased their faith. Certainly a com pilation o f 
these testimonies would be evidence o f how we all have 
a personal relationship with Krsna, similar to the evi­
dence compiled by William Jam es in Varieties of Religious 
Experience. I t’s good for the devotee to “witness” his 
faith and  share with o thers the true story o f Krsna 
acting in his life.
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Nobody asked to interview me, b u t if they did, I 
would be hesitant. In one sense, I know th at Krsna is 
always acting in my life, ju st as He says in the Bhagavad- 
gita, “I am seated in everyone’s heart and from  Me 
com e knowledge, rem em brance, and forgetfulness.” 
T here ’s never a time when Krsna is n o t intervening, or 
taking part closely in our decisions, even sanctioning 
ou r nonsense, and giving us the buddhi-yoga to go 
ahead and prosecute Krsna consciousness as directed 
by Srila Prabhupada. But I tend to be very conservative 
in saying, “T hat was Krsna right there who acted at that 
p o in t in my life.” Alternately, I could say I am still 
subject to karmic reactions and that these are coming 
from  the laws of nature. Nature is und er Krsna’s juris­
diction, b u t she functions indirectly. We all know the 
mockery that sentim ental religionists make out of this 
when they say, “I was looking for a parking spot in a 
crowded lot, and Jesus suddenly helped me find one .” 
We tire o f those who claim God (or the son of God) is 
always in tervening  to help  them  fulfill th e ir petty 
desires.

Yes, it was Krsna who helped me to cook the sweet 
rice nicely, it was Krsna who helped me pass my college 
exams, and who inspired me to look up  ju st in time to 
avoid being h it by a car. I t’s always Krsna. Anyway, I ’m 
hesitan t to m ake claims because I ’m afraid o f being 
presum ptuous.

Also, I have never been able to sustain a life o f pray­
er, although I sometimes write about it and adm it that 
it would be nice. I m ean, the state where you are always 
chanting, praying, and talking to Krsna. T here  is a 
verse in the Srimad-Bhagavatam that says that the pure 
devotees always ask permission from the Lord before 
they act. P rabhupada  also revealed to us how he
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prayed to Radha-Rasavihar! on different occasions and 
other Deity forms of Krsna at different times to save his 
disciples and to protect his Krsna consciousness move­
m ent. Prayer is the basis o f a personal and real rela­
tionship with Krsna.

“But those who always worship Me with exclusive 
devotion, m editating on My transcendental form — to 
them  I carry what they lack, and I preserve what they 
have” (Bg. 9.22).

*

The m aterial world is a dangerous place. Kamsa, 
inspired by his evil ministers, sent dem ons to kill Krsna 
and Balarama, bu t They easily killed the demons. Even 
after the cowherd m en and their families moved to a 
sacred place, the dem ons continued  to attack. Lord 
Krsna p ro tec ted  them . T he cow herd boys were so 
confident o f Krsna’s power that they willingly en tered  
A ghasura’s m outh. Srlla P rabhupada writes, “Krsna is 
the assurance o f safety to everyone.”

We cannot escape danger, a lthough we can take 
precautions to avoid it. If  we practice rem em brance of 
Krsna, it’s less likely that danger will come to us. This is 
described in Krsna book: “Such witches can play their 
black art only where there is no chanting o r hearing of 
the holy nam e of Krsna. It is said th at wherever the 
chan ting  o f the holy nam e o f Krsna is done, even 
negligendy, all bad elements—witches, ghosts, and dan­
gerous calamities—immediately disappear. And this is 
certainly true of the place where the chanting o f the 
holy nam e o f Krsna is done seriously— especially in 
V rndavana when the Suprem e Lord was personally 
present” (Krsna, Vol. 1, Chap. 6, p. 43).
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Krsna is with me even when I forget Him. I know I 
am afraid of dangerous situations, bu t even m ore im­
portan t than fear for my physical safety is my fear that I 
will forget Krsna. Therefore, physical danger can be an 
im petus to rem em ber His lotus feet. “It is quite natural 
for a devotee in danger to think o f Krsna because he 
has no o th er shelter. W hen a child is in danger, he 
takes shelter of his m other or father. Similarly, a devo­
tee is always und er the shelter of the Suprem e Person­
ality o f G odhead, b u t when he specifically sees some 
danger, he rem em bers the Lord very rapidly” (Krsna, 
Vol. 1, Chap. 6, p. 43).

Sometimes, though, I am afraid of coming closer to 
Krsna because I have heard  that He puts His devotees 
into danger ju s t to help them  rem em ber Him. I know 
this is Krsna’s mercy, bu t still I am afraid. Therefore, let 
me becom e like a child. Avoiding His mercy will only 
bring mishap, especially the great danger of forgetting 
Him and falling into the lower species of life.

If I cannot pray like Q ueen KuntI when she says, “I 
wish that all those calamities would happen again and 
again,” at least I should be prepared for however Krsna 
chooses to handle  me. “My dear Lord, one who ear­
nestly waits for You to bestow Your causeless mercy 
upon him, all the while patiently suffering the reactions 
o f his past misdeeds and offering You respectful obei­
sances, with his heart, words, and body, is surely eligible 
for liberation, for it has becom e his rightful claim ” 
(Bhag. 10.14.8).

Is th a t why I d o n ’t su rrender m ore, because I am 
afraid o f being pu t into difficulty? I d o n ’t know what 
my disease is, except that I have many diseases. My re­
luctance seems causeless. I need Krsna to help me.
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The question is, “If the Suprem e Self is the real ob­
je c t o f our love, is it w rong to want to know and love 
yourself?” O f course, it’s easy to answer and say you 
can know yourself—you must know yourself—as an 
eternal servant o f God. You love being His servant. 
They go together, self-realization and God conscious­
ness. But it’s n o t so easy figuring it out. I t’s relatively 
easy to get to know ourselves, bu t God seems harder to 
know. It’s easy to becom e selfish and fall into maya and 
no t care about God. I d o n ’t know the answers to these 
questions. I haven’t come to write as a perfect speaker 
from a vyasasana. I want to ask, to think, to pray.

I think o f my old college friend, Murray Mednick. I 
seem to rem em ber that he becam e an atheist. Most of 
us were atheists in college. How could there be a God 
if He allowed the Jews to be killed by Hitler? Atheists 
no t only d o n ’t believe in God, they make it sound as if 
no intelligent person can believe. W hen you are trying 
to be an intellectual, you d o n ’t want to be left behind. 
Therefore, you cite Sartre and Camus and call yourself 
an atheist.

I m ention M urray to bring  up  the topic o f friend­
ship. A friend sh o u ld n ’t replace the need  for God. 
Friendship in Krsna consciousness is best because devo­
tee friends help each o ther progress in bhakti. T hey  
chan t and read and encourage each o ther to chan t 
and read.

W hat if som eone c an ’t take up  bhakti? Does he 
rem ain our friend? I t’s hard to imagine how he could. 
Friends reveal their minds to each other. In Krsna con­
scious friendships, we share the same goal. We follow 
the four rules and we chant Hare Krsna.

Can devotee friendships be superficial? Yes, bu t 
th a t’s because for many devotees, de term ined  Krsna
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consciousness is even m ore im portant than friendships. 
Friendship ought to follow in the wake o f Krsna con­
scious striving. We work together naturally to serve our 
spiritual master.

*

I have a relationship with Lord Krsna. I t’s dem and­
ing. It exhausts me sometimes. My relationship with 
Lord Krsna is my solace. I depend on Him. H e’s always 
there. He wants to know about me as a friend. I am try­
ing to learn  how to be with Him at all times, how to 
distinguish myself from  His Self. He is great and I am 
small.

His existence does no t th reaten  mine. He is simply 
the Lord. Pure devotees never forget Him. The ten­
dency may be to seek seclusion and exclude Krsna 
because He appears too dem anding. Som eone m ight 
say, “Give me only a distant relationship so I can be 
peaceful and know my self and tend to my own needs.” 
We becom e enam ored  by ourselves and our possi­
bilities. We have neglected ourselves; the world has 
bounced us around. Now we want to heal. We want to 
walk on the beach and feel the pleasant breeze and be 
at peace.

Thus we may th ink th at taking care o f ourselves 
separates us from  God consciousness. This can be 
taken to such an extrem e that we think there is only 
one im personal self, and that we d o n ’t need to know 
God personally.

I d o n ’t believe that. I want Lord Krsna to be present 
on my walk and in my thoughts. He and I and everyone 
and everything: “For one who sees Me everywhere and
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sees everything in Me, I am never lost, no r is he ever 
lost to Me” (Bg. 6.30).

And: “By Me, in My unm anifested form, this entire 
universe is pervaded. All beings are in Me, bu t I am not 
in them ” (Bg. 9.4).

*

Lord Siva states that Lord Visnu is “m ost peaceful, 
and because o f Your self-illuminated existence, You are 
n o t d istu rbed  by the six kinds o f transform ations” 
(Bhag. 4.24.34). We need God. How foolish to think the 
self can stand alone. We are always disturbed, bu t Lord 
Visnu is never disturbed. “Consequently, any condi­
tioned soul within this m aterial universe can rem ain 
completely perfect when he is under the protection of 
Vasudeva, o r when he is engaged in devotional ser­
vice.” I want to feel these sastric truths in my body.

Although I try to appreciate everything about Krsna, 
certain o f His qualities are my favorites. Still, I want to 
learn everything about Him in o rder to increase my 
appreciation o f ou r relationship. My best friend is also 
the controller o f the m aterial elements. He is the inte­
grating power. He holds the universes together, and in 
one o f His expansions, He destroys everything at the 
time of annihilation. I have heard  that when I reach 
the highest stages in my relationship with Krsna, yoga- 
maya will m ake me forget His greatness. But I ’m not 
there yet. I need  to hear whatever my spiritual m aster 
thinks is good for me. “O ne should n o t neglect to 
understand fully how great Krsna is, for by knowing the 
greatness o f Krsna, one will be able to be fixed in sin­
cere devotional service” (Bg. 10.7, purport).
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Lord Siva praises K rsna’s expansion, A niruddha. 
Srila P rabhupada  writes, “N ot only does Lord Ani­
ruddh a  help fruitive actors by elevating them  to the 
higher planetary systems, bu t He also helps the devotee 
engage in devotional service by d in t o f His inexhausti­
ble energy. Just as heat is the source of material energy, 
the inspiration o f Lord A niruddha is the energy by 
which one can engage in executing devotional service” 
(Bhag. 4.24.37, pu rpo rt).

This is what I pray for during  the day: physical 
strength and m ental energy. O Lord Aniruddha, please 
give me strength to praise the Lord and seek my rela­
tionship with Him in a tangible way. I can’t do it with­
out You. “Even though one may desire to engage in the 
service o f the Lord, w ithout sanction one canno t do 
so.” (Bhag. 4.24.37, purport).

*

A relationship with Krsna m eans service to Him. I 
d o n ’t th ink o f myself as His equal. I d o n ’t do Him a 
favor when I chant japa. I call out to be delivered from 
maya. Please give me the shelter o f offenseless chant­
ing. Please control my m ind. Give me the strength to 
chant. You have already given the chanting to us, Lord, 
b u t I am so fallen I need  to ask You to allow me to 
chant. I am already going th rough  the m otions, bu t 
why no t let me en ter the in ternal energy of harinama? 
This is my request for a relationship with the holy 
name.

*
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I t’s up to each o f us. Krsna is waiting. “As all surren­
der un to  Me, I reward them  accordingly. Everyone 
follows My path  in all respects, O son of P rtha” (Bg. 
4.11). We already have a general, functional relation­
ship with Lord Krsna. It can be com pared to the rela­
tionship all citizens have with the king. T he king is 
generous, kind, and he m aintains everyone. But for his 
m ore intim ate dealings, he is m ore selective in his rela­
tionships. Most conditioned  souls d o n ’t want a per­
sonal relationship with Krsna. T herefore, He doesn’t 
force Him self on them . But those who want Him and 
who qualify becom e intim ate with the Lord through 
personal dealings. “I envy no one, n o r am I partial to 
anyone. I am equal to all. But whoever renders service 
unto Me in devotion is a friend, is in Me, and I am also 
a friend to h im ” (Bg. 9.29).

*

My Relationship With Lord Krsna, #2
Tide is in or out? I d o n ’t know, 
so many pebbles, walk close to the 
w ater’s edge and d o n ’t notice much.
Someone sleeping in a black tent. I can’t 
talk ou t loud. Go ahead anyway. They’re 
probably asleep, 6 A.M. Monday.
I encourage myself on the project,
“My Relationship With Krsna.”
“D on’t quit,” I say.
W hat about after these four days?
T hen you can pause and see.
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But go these days, maybe write a 
great deal, do you think you can?
But I really d o n ’t know my relationship.
I only quote sastra or talk 
about it, b u t . . . 
nothing really is
known to me. Krsna doesn’t reveal 
those things very easily.
It may be another farce by me.
I have a relationship with my hurting ankle, 
with the jacket I wear, with the people in 
the black tent, with the seaweed and the 
Atlantic Ocean and I ’m entangled in the karma 
which is poisoning the seas.
I am connected with 
whatever goes on in the Navy or Army 
or Marines and I have connections in 
the White House. I read the newspaper 
once a m onth and even if I d idn ’t . . .
I’m connected to the earth.
Go ahead with your project, I tell myself.
It can be revealed to you while you write, 
what you d o n ’t know now.
Trust writing. You have a relationship with 
writing, with Krsna in writing.
It’s likejapa.
And your japa, what can I say? Go. A 
on, keep trying, I ’m with you.
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He doesn’t speak long, my encourager.
I ’m alone in the house today, quieter.
A car passes me as I walk on the road and I imagine 
he hits me and I am thrown down.
W hat is my relationship then?
Wet, gray world. House waits for 
me to heat up cereal and milk.
Take a rest afterwards in bed with a 
ho t water bottle.
Then I want to see you sit for hours 
with white paper and make 
the relationship by writing.
Inquire into what exists.
If Krsna wants, H e’ll tell you something.
Your duty is to write.

*

My dear Lord Krsna, You are the Suprem e Person­
ality o f Godhead. All glories to You! T he Vedic liter­
ature praises Your glories, bu t it can never come to the 
lim it o f Your greatness. O th er world religions also 
praise You. Only fools— those who th ink themselves 
God—and atheists do n o t praise You. T he atheists 
th ink  that the cosmic m anifestation was created  by 
chance, bu t nothing happens by chance. Everything is 
under Your control.

D ear Lord, I am dep en d en t on the scriptures and 
on my spiritual master to tell me about You, yet each of 
us can know You by perception. We perceive our own 
consciousness, which is an expansion of the suprem e 
consciousness. O ur individual consciousness is ruled by 
a higher source, and that is You.
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I am speaking these philosophical words ju st to fend 
off the atheist within me. But I wish to approach You, 
no t ju st argue in favor of Your existence. The best kind 
o f prayer is to ask for pure devotional service. O Lord 
Krsna, O energy of the Lord, Hara, please engage me 
in Your service. I am already serving You, bu t now I ask 
to serve You in love. Please enlighten me. Make me 
m ore fit to serve You and no t my own senses.

We are small. T herefore, we becom e stuck in our 
pitiful condition. We have heard o f Your blissful nature 
and Your abode, b u t we are still somehow bound  by 
the m aterial body and the m aterial concepts of fear, 
repulsion, attachm ent, and the desire to lord it over 
and enjoy this world. Will you release us from  this 
entanglem ent? We cannot release ourselves.

Devotional service is the best boat for crossing the 
ocean of nescience, bu t I seem to be moving so slowly. 
I d o n ’t know how far I ’ll get before death comes. After 
death, I will no longer make progress in this body. I will 
have to pause for six m onths. If hum an life is next, I ’ll 
wake up  in the womb. I d o n ’t know when again I will 
be so well situated, with my guru as the captain of the 
ship, my hum an body chanting and hearing, and the 
favorable winds of sastra com prehensible to me. This is 
a rare opportunity for good sailing, bu t I am so slow.

Dear Krsna, I pray to You to rescue me. I have read 
Your statem ent in Bhagavad-gita, “ . . . those who wor­
ship Me, giving up all their activities unto Me and being 
devoted to Me w ithout deviation, engaged in devo­
tional service and always m editating upon Me, having 
fixed their minds upon Me, O son of Prtha—for them  I 
am the swift deliverer from  the ocean o f b irth  and 
death” (Bg. 12.6-7). You can deliver me, Lord. You say, 
“C hant K are Krsna and that will attract Me,” so I do:
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H are Krsna H are Krsna, Krsna Krsna H are H a re /  
H are Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare.

D ear Lord, You bring a devotee back to You pro­
vided he is fully engaged in Your devotional service. I 
ask you to adjust my own program  so that it is m ore 
pleasing to You. I may n o t say these words with full 
sincerity, bu t I want to be sincere. If You make it clear 
to me what I have to do to please You, I could direct 
myself toward Your instruction and surrender. Please 
direct me, or a t least inform  me. You are caitya-guru, 
and I await Your order. My spiritual master, Srila Pra- 
bhupada, is already directing me, bu t I need strength 
to carry ou t his order. H e approves th at we tu rn  to 
You for help.

- 3 5 -



My
Constitutional
Position



Day Three ^
A simple way to state the pursu it o f this writing: I 

have a constitutional relationship with Krsna. It already 
exists. It has always existed. I want to develop it and be 
accepted back in the spiritual world. Bhakti is the only 
way to attain Krsna’s mercy. Fortunately, I am engaged 
in bhakti (guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija). Now I 
want to activate th a t process so I can please Lord 
Krsna as soon as possible and go back to Godhead, or 
at least be firmly fixed in serving H im  in love in 
whatever lives I am destined to take in the m aterial 
world. I pray for the im petus to improve and I reason 
with myself th a t a t least my own a ttem p t to please 
Krsna is within my power, although I cannot force His 
mercy to descend.

*

O ur constitutional position is to take the holy nam e 
into our minds and onto our lips, even if we d o n ’t yet 
feel bliss. We are n o t chan ting  for an im m ediate
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“high.” We are no t using the chanting to pursue selfish, 
tem porary interests. We chant to establish ourselves as 
the tiny servants o f God. We chan t because we have 
survived an o th er night, and we want to live ano ther 
day in devotional service. We chan t because we will 
have to m eet death sooner or later. We chant because 
we need to.

Lord Krsna is His name. He is all-attractive. Krsna is 
in the scriptures. ‘T hus established in the m ode of un­
alloyed goodness, the m an whose m ind has been en­
livened by contact with devotional service to the Lord 
gains positive scientific knowledge of the Personality of 
G odhead in the stage o f liberation from  all m aterial 
association” (Bhag. 1.2.20).

W e’re n o t ju s t creatures with so many bodily parts, 
whose m inds reflect only the senses’ signals— “Is it too 
cold in here? Should I tu rn  the hea ter on?” We are 
spirit soul.

We are no t atheists or agnostics whose sharp minds 
cut down the impulse to tu rn  to Krsna. We go to the 
sastra to change all that.

“Srlmatl KuntI said: O Krsna, I offer my obeisances 
unto  You because You are the original personality and 
are unaffected by the qualities o f the m aterial world. 
You are existing both  within and w ithout everything, 
yet You are invisible to all” (Bhag. 1.8.18).

By some prayers, Krsna comes in to  view. In o ther 
prayers, we gain faith in Krsna by seeing His pure devo­
tee approaching Him: ‘T hus he fixed his m ind . . .  in 
devotional service [bhakti-yoga] . . . thus he saw the 
Absolute Personality of Godhead . . . ” (Bhag. 1.7.4).

*
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If we develop our relationship with Lord Krsna, we 
will forget so-called friendship, society, and love. We 
want that forgetfulness. “Because he realizes that he is 
spirit and Krsna is the suprem e spirit, he knows that his 
intim ate relationship should be with Krsna, no t with 
this body” (NOD, p. 32).

The Nectar of Devotion makes some im portan t state­
m ents about having a relationship with Lord Krsna. 
First, it asserts that the relationship is based on spirit, 
not the body. As we go on hearing, we learn o f the five 
relationships, o r rasas, with Krsna, and we hear o f the 
in trigu ing  services the pu re  devotees re n d e r  for 
Krsna’s pleasure in the spiritual world. We also learn 
th at each o f us has an eternal, specific relationship 
with Krsna. We have a rasa with Him, b u t we d o n ’t yet 
know what it is. We can learn o f the details o f our rasa 
only when we perfect our su rrender to the Lord by 
following the orders of the spiritual master.

“W hen one realizes som ething o f his constitutional 
relationship with the Suprem e Personality of Godhead, 
he understands his original position and wants to be 
reinstated in this position, either as friend, servant, par­
ent, or conjugal lover o f Krsna. T hat is called lalasa- 
mayl, or very eagerly desiring to go to o n e ’s natural po­
sition. This lalasamayi stage o f submission comes in the 
stage of perfect liberation, which is technically called 
svarupa-siddhi, when the living entity understands, by 
perfect spiritual advancem ent and revelation, his origi­
nal relationship with the Lord” (NOD, p. 81).

I t’s natural that we should develop a desire to ren­
der d irect service to Krsna. W hat service will it be? 
T hat depends on our taste. How can we develop the 
taste? “O ne should feelingly pray and becom e eager to
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render his particular type of service to the Lord. This is 
the teaching o f all great devotees, especially Lord Cai- 
tanya” (NOD, p. 83).

Srlla P rab h u p ad a  writes, “In  o th e r words, one 
should learn  how to cry for the Lord. O ne should 
learn this small technique, and he should be very eager 
and actually cry to becom e engaged in some particular 
type o f service. This is called laulyam, and such tears 
are the price for the highest perfection. If one devel­
ops this laulyam, or excessive eagerness for m eeting 
and serving the Lord in a particular way, th at is the 
price to enter into the kingdom of God.”

But lest we th ink this can be done quickly w ithout 
paying for it, The Nectar of Devotion warns us o f the 
pitfalls o f desiring perfection prematurely:

No one should claim his eternal relationship with 
Krsna unless he is liberated. In the conditioned state 
of life, the devotees have to execute the prescribed 
duties as recommended in the codes of devotional 
service. When one is mature in devotional service and 
is a realized soul, he can know his own eternal 
relationship with Krsna. One should not artificially try 
to establish some relationship. In the premature stage, 
it is sometimes found that a lusty, conditioned person 
will artificially try to establish some relationship with 
Krsna in conjugal love. The result of this is that one 
becomes prakrta-sahajiya, or one who takes everything 
very cheaply. Although such persons may be very 
anxious to establish a relationship with Krsna in 
conjugal love, their conditioned life in the material 
world is still most abominable. A person who has 
actually established his relationship with Krsna can no 
longer act on the material plane, and his personal 
character cannot be criticized

—NOD, pp. 316-7.
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R egarding the rash desire to en te r a perfect rela­
tionship with Krsna, P rabhupada said, “First deserve, 
then desire.”

*

T urn  to Him, turn to Him. We d o n ’t really need  to 
have our minds completely jam m ed with sensory input. 
O ur bodies function  automatically. T he h eart beats, 
the breaths go on. We will survive o r n o t survive, bu t 
we can keep our minds fixed on Krsna. We d o n ’t have 
to make a feverish effort to survive. O ur survival is no t 
in our power. All th a t’s in our power is to rem ain fixed 
on Krsna or not.

“With m ind fixed on Me, do your duty,” Krsna says. 
I ’m th inking o f a verse, bu t can ’t find it righ t away. 
W hat a treasure the Bhagavad-gita is. Why can’t I spend 
m ore time with it? In the Gita, Lord Krsna tells us about 
H im self and  o u r re la tionsh ip  with Him . Everyone 
should take to it, including me.

Lunch is late today. I ’m m ore appreciative of it. God 
is agni in my stomach. T hat is also my relationship with 
Lord Krsna. W ithout fire in the stomach, we can’t di­
gest food. Lord Krsna is the source o f that fire. I know 
this from the scripture. T hat’s a strength— that source 
o f knowledge. I t’s better than rum or or than my unre­
liable feelings or experiences. Krsna is the fire in the 
stomach— the Bhagavad-gita says so—and now I am ex­
periencing what the Bhagavad-gita says.

The Gita says to offer our food to God before we eat, 
or we will be eating lumps of sin. This is an im portant 
way to relate to Krsna since eating is so im portan t to 
us. We can transform  eating into devotion. Therefore, 
d o n ’t eat for sense gratification.
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I offer the food to Srila Prabhupada, and he offers it 
to Lord Krsna. Sastra and Srila P rabhupada guarantee 
my connection. Yes, I certainly do have a reliable con­
nection and true relationship with Lord Krsna. May He 
reveal it to me as He desires, and may I increase my 
appreciation for it.

“Such knowledge in Krsna consciousness can be 
achieved by a faithful person who believes firmly in 
Krsna. . . . This faith is attained by the discharge of 
devotional service, and by chanting H are Krsna H are 
Krsna, Krsna Krsna H are H a re /H a re  Ram a H are 
Rama, Rama Rama H are H are” (Bg. 4.39, purport).

*

As long as we try to im itate or take Krsna’s position, 
we cannot develop our constitutional relationship with 
Him. He is the suprem e enjoyer, the purusa, and we 
are prakrti. We are m eant for the Lord’s enjoyment.

Srila P rabhupada elaborated on this poin t in a 1972 
lecture in Los Angeles: “H ere [in the material world] 
the purusa is imitation. O ne who is playing the part of 
purusa, enjoyer, he is n o t actually purusa, b u t he is 
prakrti. Falsely he is representing himself. Therefore, we 
have got trouble. Ju st like if a woman dresses like a 
m an . . . similarly, here  in the m aterial world we are 
falsely dressed with the material body, imitating Krsna, 
the enjoyer. . . .  H ere the living entity, either dressed in 
male or female dress . . . his body is a dress . . . none of 
them  are m ale, bo th  o f them  are originally female, 
prakrti” (Lecture, June 18, 1972, on Bhag. 2.3.21).

In how many ways do we stru t as purusa—trying to 
be the lover, the master, the creator-artist, the superior 
energy? Every time we act like that, we cut off our lov­
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ing relationship with Krsna. We act as Ravana and try 
to steal Slta. We fall on our faces. We set ourselves up 
only to be cut down by the real enjoyer.

I want to understand  what it m eans to be prakrti. 
This has nothing to do with material sexuality. The real 
m eaning is submission and service. Any devotee who 
has attained liberation has had to understand  his or 
her constitutional position—w hether they are Krsna’s 
elders, friends, gopls, or cows, they have all had to be­
come submissive to Krsna’s pleasure.

*

Lord Krsna is m ore clever than I am. He is m ore 
witty, a true hum orist. He is deepest in prayer and 
quickest in action. His will cannot be contradicted. He 
can move my heart. He looks for devotion and recipro­
cates.

Srila P rabhupada describes our position. Srlla Pra­
bhu pada  knows why we suffer and how we can be 
saved. We have to follow him in prayer and philosophy 
and life. We have to make his mission our mission. Does 
he want us to practice rules for purification? Does he 
w ant us to ch an t H are Krsna regularly  and  h ear 
Srimad-Bhagavatam? T hen  do it. H e also wants us to 
preach, to spread the Krsna consciousness movement, 
and to cooperate with his o ther disciples.

*

Illness and reverses can bring us closer to Krsna. 
“W hen such im pedim ents arise he should simply think 
of Krsna and expect His mercy. T hat is the only solace. 
If the devotee passes his days in that spirit, it is certain
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that he is going to be prom oted to the abode of the 
L o rd ” (NOD, p. 91). Reverses work in o u r favor. We 
execute Krsna consciousness despite the tribulations.

I feel I have had to face very few tribulations in my 
life, bu t I write this down as another way to improve my 
relationship with Krsna. I have seen o ther devotees en­
dure  up to death in this spirit. T heir friends are im­
pressed with their Krsna conscious attitudes and their 
way of seeing the good in their m aterial m isfortune. 
T he scriptures come to life when spoken by a devotee 
dying of cancer. According to the sastra, it is predicted 
th at ill fortune will bring su rrender into a practicing 
devotee’s life, b u t everyone is surprised and awed at 
the appearance of this dividend in a time of need.

W hat about the time of death? Do I anticipate it will 
increase my relationship with Krsna? T h a t’s what hap­
pened  to M aharaja Parlksit, who spent his last week 
hearing krsna-katha. “ . . . one must be very fortunate to 
hear about krsna-katha seriously, like M aharaja Parlksit. 
He was especially in ten t on the subject m atter because 
he was expecting death at any m om ent” (Krsna, In tro­
duction, p. xxiv).

We do n ’t dare claim that we will certainly rise to the 
occasion at death, bu t we should hope for it. It will be 
our last chance for im provem ent in this lifetime. “O my 
Lord, powerful as fire, om nipo ten t one, now I offer 
You all obeisances and fall on the ground at Your feet. 
O my Lord, please lead me on the right path  to reach 
You, and since You know all that I have done in the 
past, please free me from  the reactions to my past sins 
so that there will be no h indrance to my progress” (Sri 
Isopanisad, M antra 18).

I hope to die thinking of Krsna. I want to be praying 
to be with Him. I hope to attain Him even if I did no t
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attain Him during my life. “And whoever, at the end of 
his life, quits the body, rem em bering Me alone, at once 
attains My nature. O f this there is no doubt. W hatever 
state o f being one rem em bers when he quits his body, 
O son o f KuntI, tha t state he will attain w ithout fail” 
(Bg. 8.5-6).

I t’s n o t likely we will rem em ber Krsna at death if we 
have been forgetful th roughou t life. I t’s possible, bu t 
we run  a risk if we th ink like that. Srila P rabhupada 
writes, “O ne cannot suddenly rem em ber the Supreme 
Lord at death; one m ust have practiced some yoga 
system, especially the system of bhakti-yoga. Since o n e ’s 
m ind at death  is very disturbed, one should practice 
transcendence th rough  yoga during  o n e ’s life” (Bg. 
8.10, purport).

*

O ne definition of prelim inary faith (sraddha) is the 
confidence th at “if I could su rrender to devotional 
service, I ’m convinced th at I could attain all perfec­
tion .” I love to contem plate the goal o f bhakti. It satis­
fies me intellectually and theologically. I will defend it 
as superio r to all o th er goals. It is the purusartha. 
Unfortunately, I am n o t burning with desire to spread 
Krsna consciousness o r to attain my svarupa, bu t I do 
have a flame of conviction for those activities, and I 
hope to increase my flame, while protecting it from the 
drafts o f unfaithfulness.

H ere is the verse spoken by Lord Krsna which con­
veys assurance to practitioners like me: “A person who 
accepts the path of devotional service is no t bereft of 
the results derived from studying the Vedas, perform ing 
austere sacrifices, giving charity, o r pursuing philo­
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sophical and fruitive activities. Simply by perform ing 
devotional service, he attains all these, and at the end 
he reaches the suprem e eternal abode” (Bg. 8.28).

*

Lord Siva praises the efficacy of bhakti. Varnasrama- 
dharma is no t enough; it needs to be engaged as bhakti. 
Similarly, for m editation, the goal is the lotus feet of 
the Suprem e Lord. Srlla P rabhupada says that this top­
most m editation “will help him not only to see the Lord 
within constantly bu t to see Him face to face and be­
come His associate in Vaikunthaloka or Goloka Vrnda- 
vana” (Bhag. 4.24.53, purport).

It is very difficult even for the king o f heaven to 
attain, or for those who identify themselves as one with 
God, yet it is easily attained by bhakti. W hat is that? A 
relationship with Lord Krsna. I t can’t be known by the 
b lun t senses or impersonal m editation, no t by faithless­
ness, or by those who desire to lord it over. But Krsna 
says bhaktya mam abhijanati: “O ne can understand  Me 
as I am, as the Suprem e Personality of Godhead, only 
by devotional service” (Bg. 18.55).

If som eone says, “Yes, this is the conclusion of the 
bhakti-sastras, bu t there are o ther scriptures and other 
conclusions,” then I say, “Good. Have those o ther con­
clusions if you want them. Reason shows bhakti as the 
topm ost goal. W ould you ra ther ro t in the m aterial 
world? Merge into the Brahm an light? T hen we cannot 
tell you the intimate glories of bhakti."

“My dear Lord, pure devotional service is even diffi­
cult for liberated persons to discharge, bu t devotional 
service alone can satisfy You. Who will take to o ther
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processes o f self-realization if he is actually serious 
about the perfection of life?” (Bhag. 4.24.55).

In The Nectar of Devotion, C hapter 14, Srlla Prabhu- 
pada says th at knowledge and renuncia tion  are no t 
necessary for devotional service. “It requires nothing 
m ore than sincerity.” Lord Krsna and the process of 
approaching Him, devotional service, are both  abso­
lute. Make a sincere attem pt to serve the Lord and you 
have attained a true relationship with Him. If a person 
developing Krsna consciousness still has some material 
attachm ents, they will fall away as he regularly dis­
charges devotional service. Devotional service is so 
powerful that if one executes even only one of the nine 
different kinds o f bhakti, he can achieve the desired 
goal—being established in devotional service.

Therefore, it’s significant to me that I should con­
sider my writing life while thinking about my relation­
ship with Lord Krsna. My service to the Lord and my 
sense o f self are very m uch wrapped up in the business 
of being a writer. I rem em ber one writer asking herself 
w hether she was willing to give up  writing if, in ex­
change she could see her guru  again after his depar­
ture from the world. She told herself, yes, she could do 
it and still live an enlightened, awakened life w ithout 
writing. Intellectually, she then reasoned that it m ight 
be possible to do both, write and be with h er guru. 
W hen tested, though, she was willing to give up her be­
loved writing practice. How do I face that test?

Are we m ore attached to ou r particular services or 
work in this world than to Krsna? T hat seems to be 
part o f the subject o f this book. In my case, I want 
Krsna and P rabhupada to accept my writing as service 
to them . I have a file of letters from  devotees who say 
my writing has helped them. Am I hoping the file will
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im press the Lord? Is He smiling at me the way He 
smiled at Arjuna at the beginning of the Bhagavad-gita, 
“You are speaking learned  words, b u t you do n o t 
know . . . ” Is He about to give me a slap?

Anyway, I th ink o f myself as a writer-servant, bu t if 
Krsna wants to change my designation, then  I can still 
chant and pray and honor prasadam  and learn humility 
and whatever else He wants to teach me. I d o n ’t insist 
on being a writer as an independen t identity. No, no t 
that.

I feel a liberating energy in writing honestly. Is that 
my false ego? Maybe. I hope my false ego will dissolve as 
I write. I hope this service will purify me.

Krsna is the ability in man. He is the intelligence by 
which I can write. He gives the brain and hand, the ink 
and paper, and He gives the only worthy subject m at­
ter, the practice of devotional service to Him.

*

My Relationship With Lord Krsna, #3
Your literary relationship with the 
literary Lord Krsna of your literary 
imagination is one kind of reality.
There is the literary incarnation o f God 
in Srimad-Bhagavatam. There is Krsna 
appearing in Srila P rabhupada’s purports—that’s no t 
m ere literature bu t krsna-upadesa.
And the Lord is in His holy names.
Take your pick which Krsna you 
want to relate to.
He appears as Nrsimhadeva to the dem on, 
as Krsna to Radha,
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take your pick. I ’ll take what Srila 
Prabhupada gives us, raso vai sah,
Krsna as source of all rasas, in all 
cantos. Krsna in the sun and m oon and 
wind, Krsna in silence, in the 
cheating of cheats, as Lord Buddha, 
whatever Srila Prabhupada says.
I can relate to that.
I am Krsna’s, Krsna is mine.
Have you heard  that before?
It’s Vedic truth. I belong to Him because 
He owns everything, me included.
And He is mine when I love Him.
“My L ord,” said Prahlada, and He 
is my Lord too.
How is it some people find such ease 
in saying it and others find it 
impossible to say— I  love Krsna?
W hat kind of a devotee am I?
I can relate to Krsna 
when He kills Aghasura inside his m outh 
and when He comes out and absorbs 

the soul o f Agha 
and when I walk alone and see flowers 
and when I d o n ’t want to see people.
I see Krsna in all things and in myself.
I want to see Him where He wants me 
to see Him, in innocent conditioned souls. 
Give them  a chance, the Lord is in their heart.
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See Him there, an opportunity to preach, 
maybe in a ferry crowd. Just by wearing my 
dhoti and shaving my head I relate to Lord Krsna and 
people see I am His.
He is mine, He comes to me and 
lets me write. O Krsna, please be mine 
in the holy names chanted with devotion.
Please give me the desire I lack 
to cry ou t to You.
Please give me my taste for loving You.
As the years go by I ’m almost forgetting 
what my spiritual master was like. Please save me.
Give me back my eternal relationship, 
sweet Lord of the universe, 
scourge of the universe.
Let me relate to You.

*

For me, God is n o t only an in teresting  subject to 
write about. He is the Lord of my life, protecting me in 
the world where there is danger at every step. I sought 
God out in o ther traditions even after coming to Krsna 
consciousness, because I wanted to see Him and hear 
how others were finding Him. Finally I re tu rned  to the 
bhagavata tradition. I want to be true and chaste to this 
one.

Everyone b u t the destroyer o f the animals and the 
killer of the soul will like to hear about Krsna, the Su­
prem e Personality of Godhead. Those who are already 
perfect, those who want to be perfect, and those wal­
lowing in sense gratification will all find His pastimes 
attractive. Therefore, we should develop our relation­
ship with Him through hearing from  the Bhagavatam.
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“As soon as one attentively and submissively hears the 
message of Bhagavatam, by this culture o f knowledge 
the Suprem e Lord is established w ithin his h e a r t” 
(Bhag. 1.1.2).

Hiranyakasipu tauntingly asked Prahlada, “Tell me 
about Krsna.” Prahlada replied, “It is no t possible for 
som eone like you, with uncontrolled senses, to become 
Krsna conscious, either if you try alone, with a teacher, 
or in a group. Unless you receive the mercy of the spiri­
tual master, it cannot be awakened and developed.”

O n the o rder o f our spiritual m aster, we hear the 
Bhagavatam and Krsna comes to us. “Persons who hear 
Srimad-Bhagavatam regularly and are always taking the 
m atter very seriously will have the Personality o f God­
head Sri Krsna manifested in their hearts within a short 
tim e” (Bhag. 2.8.4).

If Lord Krsna appears in our lives, then the relation­
ship is defined, and we d o n ’t have to speculate. We will 
becom e His loving servants. Dhruva M aharaja wanted 
a relationship with Krsna in order to attain a kingdom. 
T hat m eans he d id n ’t know Krsna or his actual rela­
tionship with Him. But when, by d in t o f his austerities, 
he saw Lord Visnu, his relationship was consummated. 
Dhruva said, “I d o n ’t want anything. I am satisfied sim­
ply by seeing You.”

We may think our relationship with Krsna is lacking. 
We may even analyze the problem . But when the sun 
of Krsna rises, all our dark doubts will vanish. We will 
never consider them  again. “Tat smu, now hear, O son 
of Prtha, how by practicing yoga in full consciousness 
of Me, with m ind attached to Me, you can know Me in 
full, free from doubt” (Bg. 7.1).

Vaidhi-bhakti m eans serving Krsna even when we 
d o n ’t feel spontaneous love. This kind o f regulative
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service is no t as pleasing to Krsna as raganuga-bhakti, yet 
it is recom m ended because it leads to raganuga-bhakti.

We practice vaidhi-bhakti with our senses. Srila Pra­
bhupada describes in his purpo rt to Bhagavad-gita 12.9 
that in the perform ance of vaidhi-bhakti, we rise early, 
bathe, en te r the tem ple, offer prayers and chant Hare 
Krsna, collect flowers and offer them  to the Deity, hear 
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam—all u n d er the 
guidance of the spiritual master. We also perform  our 
p rescribed  duties as service to Krsna. P rabhupada  
encourages us to think, “I have been appointed  to dis­
charge this particu lar duty by Krsna.” T hen  we will 
naturally think of Krsna.

But it’s n o t that we can perform  ju st any work. Srila 
P rabhupada writes, “O ne should, however, note  that 
after doing som ething whimsically he should no t offer 
the result to the Supreme Lord. That sort o f duty is not 
in the devotional service of Krsna consciousness. O ne 
should act according to the order o f Krsna. This is a 
very im p o rtan t point. T ha t o rd e r o f Krsna com es 
th rough  the disciplic succession from  the bona fide 
spiritual m aster” (Bg. 18.57, purport).

“No conditioned  soul actually knows w hat is to be 
done and what is n o t to be done, b u t a person who 
acts in Krsna consciousness is free to act because every­
thing is prom pted by Krsna from within and confirm ed 
by the spiritual m aster” (Bg. 18.58, purport).

How to free ourselves o f complacency? Why d o n ’t 
we want Krsna m ore in our lives? Why do we feel un ­
com fortable even asking th at question? Because it’s 
too hard  to surrender. We would like to know Krsna, 
b u t we can ’t pay the price o f laulyam  (the greed to 
attain H im ). If  we were to ask a pure bhakta, “Could 
you tell me how I could have a m ore intense and loving
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relationship  with the Suprem e L ord ,” h e ’s liable to 
make dem ands on us that we can ’t accept. We can ’t 
do what it takes.

Im agine we once went to an officer training school 
in the military. And imagine we failed. T hat happened 
to me. I d id n ’t fail because of my grades; I failed be­
cause I d id n ’t want to go back for the second term. If 
som eone were to ask, “Why d o n ’t you becom e an offi­
cer,” it will rem ind me of that b itter failure or distaste. 
I t’s a crude analogy, bu t le t’s use it for a start.

Do we associate the notion o f attaining Krsna with 
som ething too difficult to achieve? If so, the thought of 
su rrender produces feelings o f failure and  crushing 
hum ilia tion . I t ’s too uncom fortab le  to even th ink  
about. We would rather be accepted and honored.

We shou ldn’t confuse the issues and hide our fail­
ure. Attaining Krsna consciousness is done by softening 
the heart, n o t by hardening it. We d o n ’t have to com­
pete with anyone else, and we cannot be cajoled into 
pure devotion. I t’s something we have to want to do on 
ou r own. Furtherm ore, there is no failure—whatever 
we do in Krsna consciousness is to our eternal benefit.

I t’s also a fact, however, tha t we sh ou ld n ’t try for 
som ething beyond our reach. If a young m an pre­
m aturely takes sannyasa, he will sham e himself. I t’s 
better to take the slow and steady route, staying firmly 
fixed on the bhakti-marga and no t to waste time.

“My dear Arjuna, O winner of wealth, if you cannot 
fix your m ind upon Me without deviation, then follow 
the regulative principles of bhakti-yoga. In this way devel­
op a desire to attain Me” (Bg. 12.9).

If you can ’t distribute books, then preach in anoth­
er way. Do som eth ing  th a t takes courage, b u t is
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possible for you. Show Krsna your earnestness, and He 
will remove the obstacles on the path.

“In the beginning o f Krsna consciousness, one may 
no t fully discharge the injunctions o f the Lord, bu t be­
cause one is n o t resentful o f this principle and works 
sincerely without consideration of defeat and hopeless­
ness, he will surely be prom oted  to the stage of pure 
Krsna consciousness” (Bg. 3.31, purport).

*

Am I still at the beginning of Krsna consciousness 
after all these years, my youth and m iddle age spent, 
and still unable to fully discharge the L ord’s injunc­
tions?

Yes, and it’s embarrassing. I feel like a grown m an 
having to sit at a ch ild’s desk in the lower grades of 
public school. I ’m a left-back. At the same time, I act as 
if I am advanced and senior.

I look out the window and see the sheep grazing in 
the meadow. They can’t th ink o f Krsna o r practice de­
votional service. All they do is eat, sleep, mate, and de­
fend. They wear warm coats against the blustery winds. 
They are helpless, fearful creatures. In the end, they 
are slaughtered.

I pace back and forth  and chan t jap a . Is this the 
paradise th at souls can aspire for when they evolve 
from sheep to hum an, or from materialist to disciple of 
the pure devotee? We have to live our lives with hu­
mility. O ur lives are auspicious.

We are fortunate to live in houses, eat cooked food, 
wear warm clothes, and especially to be able to chant 
the holy name, but, like the sheep, our time is limited.
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Death is coming for us, too. O ur only advantage is that 
we can cry out for loving service to Krsna.

N ondevotees challenge, “Can you see Krsna?” I 
know how to answer that because I have heard  Srlla 
P rabhupada’s replies. Yes, I can see Krsna at every mo­
m ent and so can you. C an’t you see the sun? The sun is 
Krsna’s eye. Do you know the taste o f water? T hat is 
Krsna? How can you not see Krsna?

Or, Srila P rabhupada pointed  to a picture o f Krsna 
and said that that was seeing Krsna.

Or, he said hearing Krsna in the H are Krsna m antra 
is ju st as good as seeing. “Why do you insist on seeing 
with these nonsense eyes?” H earing is a be tter way to 
perceive Krsna.

I know tactful and Krsna conscious replies to give to 
those challengers, bu t when I am alone, I ask myself the 
same questions in private: “Do I see Krsna?”

Yes—and no. I see Him with the eyes o f scriptures. I 
see Him in the natural elements. I believe He is His 
nam e and present in the recitation of His pastimes. But 
I d o n ’t have a spiritual body by which I can be with 
Him in His lila. O r rather, I have a spiritual body, bu t 
it’s covered. As I said, I ’m a left-back. I t’s serious. 
There doesn’t seem to be anything total and radical I 
can do to change it.

W riting about my relationship with Him is nice, bu t 
my relationship with Him exists w hether or n o t I ar­
ticulate it. This writing is making it clearer to me that I 
do have a living relationship  with Lord Krsna, the 
Suprem e Personality o f G odhead. I t’s n o t that, until 
Krsna touches me on the head with His conchshell, as 
He touched Dhruva Maharaja, I have no relationship 
at all. He is always with me. To the receptive devotee, 
Krsna’s presence in sravanam-klrtanam visnoh-smaranam,
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etc., is ju s t as good as seeing Krsna face to face. Srila 
P rabhupada’s encouragem ent to us to take to Krsna 
consciousness th rou gh  the bhakti process is itself a 
source o f association with Krsna.

“Now we have got so many books. So whenever you 
find time, you m ust find time . . .  So read  all these 
books, or chant. But when you are hungry, take prasa- 
dam. W hen you are sleepy, take a snap, no t very much, 
ju s t to refresh. And go on, e ither chan ting  on the 
beads, reading the books, or talking about Krsna, in 
this way always rem ain in Krsna consciousness. Smarta- 
vyah satato visnuh. Krsna consciousness m eans to re­
m em ber Visnu always, twenty-four hours a day, some 
way or other. Type for Krsna, write for Krsna, go out­
side for Krsna, sankirtana party, sell books for Krsna, 
bring m oney for Krsna, spend for Krsna. Krsna, th a t’s 
all. Everything Krsna, this is Krsna consciousness” 
(Lecture, May 31, 1972, on Bhag. 2.3.14-5).

*

W hat does my relationship  with Krsna constitu te 
right now? I am active. I work for Him. I am practicing 
the Bhagavad-gita  verse, yat karosi yad asnasi (9 .27), 
“W hatever you do, do it for Me.” Some call this karma- 
yoga, where the devotee first decides what he wants to 
do and then  renders it as service to Krsna. They say 
that spirit of working for Krsna is no t on the same stan­
dard  o f full su rrender in pure  devotion as Krsna re­
quests in verse 18.66, “Abandon all varieties o f religion 
and ju st su rrender unto  Me.” But one stage will lead to 
the next.

I am  n o t on my deathbed. I ’m active. W hat is my 
relationship with Krsna? I live in Him, and He sustains
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me along with all creatures (eko bahunam yo vidadhati 
kamdri). I work for Him, I chant on my beads, I follow 
the vows I m ade to Srila Prabhupada. I am active and I 
produce results. I am grateful that I can contribute to 
the Krsna consciousness m ovem ent, th at I am pro ­
tected  by Krsna, and that I have knowledge of the 
ultim ate goal. My sense of gratitude is predom inant in 
my relationship with Lord Krsna.

*

Evening Poem About Krsna
O h no, I think, I can’t make one of 
those poems like the Alvars, 
describing the Lord’s pastimes from sastra, 
what the temple Deity looks like.
To becom e poetry they need to be 
infused with simple devotion and 
song-desire.
I d o n ’t have that, 
only
I wish to write . . . W hat do I mean?
Krsna is the God of gods.
H e’s Acyuta, H e’s Syamasundara,
His devotees in Vmdavana smile at 
M other Yasoda who cannot punish 
her child when they complain 
that He steals their butter.
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Lord of all, Yamaraja’s ju st His servant, 
and all demigods wait to see Him 
in the ou ter room  at Dvaraka.
His wives,
He thinks of the gopis He left
in Vrndavana—I can’t touch
that because I ’m an only-aspiring-to-be-reverential
ex-sinner.
I can praise, I can rephrase,
I m ean good.
Let me no t be a lazy m an but 
make effort for good always against 
the encroaching dark.
Krsna, please let me be Your 
poet and writer. I’m no t satisfied 
to tell o f a little life bereft of You.
W hat good are my stories and
poem s without You and
I m ean You in the center
as N arada told Vyasa—
it is abom inable to write
and no t teach people Krsna is the
main delight, live for Him, hear
His heroics,
and if you are too
tired and feeble to evoke it,
then simply pray, “My Lord, I could not do.
My Lord, I will try.”
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Speaking
to Krsna • • •



Day Four
Dear Lord, if this were a sh ip’s log, I ’d write, “May 

27, stuck in the water.” I have hit a block in this writing. 
I n eed n ’t explain it here. But how could I have come 
to the end o f this topic?

Obviously, I haven’t. Yesterday I wrote myself this 
note: “T he questions/top ics o f com placency in the 
relationship— fear o f even wanting to know what is 
lacking o r fear o f com ing close to Him , are to be 
app roached  again once a day, even if gently and 
w ithout conclusion.” This indicates that there  is still 
good m aterial to write about. Maybe I d o n ’t like 
feeling confined by the topic. It seems to exclude other 
topics.

It can be intimidating. You are everything, and I want 
to acknowledge that. You are m ore im portan t than I 
am, bu t sometimes it appears in my writing that I am 
m ore im portant. I am trying to approach You in the 
only way I know, through the self. The self reads sastra, 
hears from guru, and tries to assimilate it. But, yes, You
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are vibhu and I am anu. You are first and I am last. I am 
Your eternal servant.

Why d o n ’t I surrender to You? I do n ’t know.
My dear Lord, as I write, I hear M. downstairs clear­

ing his throat. I t’s a signal for me to go on writing. My 
tugboat o f writing desire sails through the black waters. 
My lights are on, and the engine is running smoothly. 
You are with me as the sh ip’s eyes and as the eyes in my 
head.

I can ’t force You to appear in my writing. Maybe I 
d o n ’t have a strong enough desire to know You and I 
want to hide that fact from  myself. I ju st heard  Srila 
P rabhupada say how som eone could be stifled by re­
m aining in the m ode o f goodness. Such a person might 
think, “I am a very learned man. I know what is Brah­
man. My life is quiet and peaceful.” He doesn’t feel the 
need to go further and surrender to You. Since surren­
der to You is the only way to be liberated from  birth  
and death, the m an in goodness remains bound.

You are present in my life, bu t no t enough. I should 
love You and  see You everywhere. I should feel the 
whole world void in Your absence. I say, “I should,” bu t 
what do I feel in my gut? Do I want You? Right now as I 
ask myself this, I think, “I d o n ’t seem to want it so bad­
ly, no t in terms of having to make a radical break from 
my present activities. I have my writing service, and my 
traveling to lecture in tem ples. I have Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s books and tapes and the concept o f following 
him  exclusively. I know about preaching, and I am try­
ing to preach in my own way. I know about going back 
to G odhead and the likelihood that I may no t make it 
in this lifetime. I know that the best prayer is, ‘Please let 
me be born  in the association of pure devotees so I can 
render service to Lord Krsna.’ I d o n ’t seem to be able
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to do som ething different, although I ’m aware th at I 
fall far sh o rt o f pu re  devotion. If Krsna wants to 
change me, He will.”

I write quickly, as if to outdistance my own thoughts, 
bu t I am willing to stop and reassess. Still, my prayer 
continues, the prayer that You Yourself have allowed 
and ignited. I pray the prayer my spiritual m aster gave 
me, my strong, unflinching m aster who called me to 
him  and who still teaches me the way. I fail to be the 
best I can be, bu t still I try. All your followers try to 
serve you, Srlla P rabhupada. You say, “Serve Krsna, 
worship Him , save the people— they are dying!—by 
giving them  the chance to hear about Krsna.”

My dear Lord, I am traveling to various temples and 
trying to live a sannyasi’s life. May som ething I write 
help the faith of another soul. Can this too be preach­
ing on Lord Caitanya’s order?

*

Dear Lord, I have the m orn ing  free to write, bu t 
words d o n ’t come easily. I t’s responsible work to speak 
to You. I know You are as m uch a person as I am, so 
You can understand  if I talk to You in writing. I know 
You won’t be offended if I try.

Sometimes devotees tell me they in tend to write me 
letters, bu t because they are afraid their expression will 
be inadequate, they d o n ’t write a t all. I tell them  it’s 
better to write, even if the letter is faulty—I w on’t hold 
it against them . None o f us are perfect. I tell them  it’s 
better that they write and stay in touch. How else can 
we be friends and share Krsna consciousness? But I 
know why they stay silent.
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We make excuses, dear Lord, why we d o n ’t com ­
m unicate with You. I wonder, though, if our motives 
are always so innocent. T here are times when we want 
to continue ou r plans unh am pered  by su rrender to 
Your will. As soon as we com m unicate with You, our 
cherished attachm ents are liable to be smashed. There­
fore, we hide from You. We d o n ’t tu rn  to You.

My dear Lord, it’s also amazing how we d o n ’t th ink 
we’re going to die. T herefore, we d o n ’t glorify You. 
We forget You. We d o n ’t try to becom e Your dearm ost 
devotee. We go along, wasting time. The nondevotees 
are colossal time-wasters. They spend their leisure in 
sports or frivolities or in dam aging enjoyments. Those 
who have to work hard  and who have no time for lei­
sure spend their time envying those who do.

Aspiring devotees often waste tim e in sleep. They 
know that the goal of life is to su rrender to You, bu t 
they rem ain com placent, practicing a token form  of 
religious life.

My dear Lord Krsna, I have b rought up most of the 
topics I could think o f regarding my relationship with 
You. I speculated w hether I will wholeheartedly tu rn  to 
You at death. I claimed that I am following the verse, 
yat karosi yad asnasi. I said other things, too. I adm itted I 
was afraid to come close to You because I am afraid 
You m ight ask me to renounce things that are dear to 
me. I repeated in my own words what the scriptures say 
about You, Your devotees, and those who seek qualita­
tive oneness with You.

Dear Lord, You give us the intelligence to approach 
You. You like to be su rrounded by liberated devotees, 
and You take pleasure and in terest when a soul comes 
to You. I want to say m ore. I want to make inroads in 
my understanding , and I want to approach You so I
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can worship You. I want to always th ink o f You and 
never forget You. I never want to lose my connection 
with You, no m atter what condition of life I am in. You 
are my all in all.

*

In an h o u r I will go for a walk to the prom ontory 
fort. I t’s no t really a fort, bu t a cliff ju tting  out into the 
ocean where long ago a fort once existed. There I will 
seek my relationship with You. My tendency is to be­
little myself. I tell myself I am n o t interested in finding 
You. I tell myself that I am going to chant my rounds by 
the sea ju s t to get the quota done. I tell myself that I 
am like a Romantic poet, a Shelley or a Byron, speak­
ing poetic words into the air, instead o f trying to please 
You.

But it’s no t really true. I do have a grain of sincerity. I 
can go to the cliff and seek You. You are my best friend. 
Srila P rabhupada will be pleased if I can speak my 
heart to You and chant with attention.

Krsna, You know my m ind and heart. You even know 
things about me that I d o n ’t know. You know how bad 
I am and how good I am. You w ithhold inform ation 
from me about myself, as well as about You. I trust You 
know what is best for me, bu t still I call ou t to You. I 
d o n ’t want to be com placent and th ink that I have 
done everything I could and that there is nothing left 
for me to do to approach You. I plead my case before 
You. Please give me the strength to please You. I would 
like to be a m ore useful instrum ent for Srila Prabhu­
pada. I would like to be able to chan t and preach and 
not seek honor.
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Dear Lord, it seems that my main purpose in coming 
here is to seek You. I know preachers are supposed to 
be in terested  in rescuing the fallen souls. O nce a 
devotee wrote to Srila P rabhupada that New York City 
is uninhabitable for hum ans. Srila Prabhupada replied: 
“A devotee is satisfied w hether in Vaikuntha o r in hell. 
His satisfaction is n o t the particu lar place, b u t his 
sincere service attitude toward Krsna.”

I am here, and I want to make it meaningful. There­
fore, I am looking for You even here. I am alone today. 
W hen I am alone, I am able to be m ore thoughtful. I 
can d rop  the unnecessary bu rdens o f controversies 
and other dealings. I can give You my attention. Let me 
call for You from this prom ontory rock.

*

O holy nam e, You let me walk with You, although I 
am unworthy and my m ind blows me about like a straw 
on a windy beach. Nevertheless, You anchor me with 
Your mercy. Please fix my m ind like a lamp in a wind­
less place. I am always Your servant, although I am so 
unworthy now that I sometimes feel ashamed to come 
before You. I come because Srlla P rabhupada insists I 
pray to You. You are my best friend and the most m er­
ciful form of Krsna.

You are everywhere. I have a relationship with You 
which is full o f eternity, knowledge, and bliss. My 
m other, the Vedas, assures me of Your mercy; there­
fore, I am h er d ep en d en t and affectionate child. O 
Ma, tell me a story. O M other, show me the way.

*
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W hen I arrived at the rock, I had  to chase two 
horned  sheep away. They were afraid of me. The water 
sloshes around the sharp, jagged  rocks. I am alone, I 
th ink, with som e gulls and  o th e r  creatures u nb e­
knownst to me. I hear what sounds like a low japa  u tter­
ing. Maybe it’s ju st my frame of mind.

Dear Lord, what does it m ean to seek You? You have 
found me out wherever I go. You are best found in the 
direct places where You appear fully—in harinama, in 
scripture, in the hearts and words o f Your pure devo­
tees, in the arca-vigraha, in special places like Vrnda- 
vana and Mayapur. H ere, I may feel separation from 
Radha-Syama, ju s t as an A m erican im m igrant m ight 
think back to this pretty shore where I am sitting, fac­
ing east.

Why do I seek You out? You are already in my heart. 
You are Krsna. You are in my self. I d o n ’t m ean that I 
have attained You, bu t my very self, that which is most 
precious and individual, is n o t apart from  You. Srlla 
P rabhupada said th a t I am a sample o f God, a tiny 
spark o f the whole. I seek to be jo ined  with my beloved 
Supreme Lord. T hat is my desire, even if I can’t express 
it properly.

There is water all around. I think of death by drown­
ing, death by being dashed against the rocks. Delicate 
bodies die. The sun is rising behind the m ountain, and 
I see streaks and layers o f blue clouds. T he sun, like 
pure gold, is rising. This is Your universal form.

I have my black thorn  stick in case a seal comes up 
suddenly, o r the rocks suddenly materialize into some 
threaten ing form. My body feels chilled. Let me not 
stay here  w here I d o n ’t belong. I sought You and 
found You. Now I will go back to the house, walking 
and chanting the H are Krsna m antra. I ’ll find You as I



en ter the door of the house and chat with my friend. 
I ’ll find You upstairs when I am alone again. I ’ll find 
You when I bow before Srila P rabhupada and offer 
him  breakfast. I ’ll find You all day, as the hours go by 
and I continue to write.

*

D ear Lord, my sister’s cheerlead er friend , Irene 
Grant, m ust be about sixty years old by now, and her 
younger sister, Linda, is alm ost fifty. I pray to forget 
them. Let those m emories wash away.

O ne day I will forget the false ego and assume my 
place in the spiritual world. Srila P rabhupada encour­
aged us to work now as a disciple o f o u r spiritual 
master. He said that was sufficient spiritual identity for 
now. He also told us to be hum ble. Humility is the per­
fect behavior for the soul. I am trying. I cook in the 
kitchen and realize bliss. I work at this writing and feel 
inspired by the opportunity to speak in parampara. I am 
n o t looking for prizes. My dear Lord, I want only 
humility and eyes anointed with the salve of love.

W hat do I want to rem em ber? I want to rem em ber 
Your lifting G ovardhana Hill and how the rains were 
coming down in sheets, sent by angry Indra. He was 
trying to kill the residents of Vrndavana because they 
followed the advice o f their “talkative little friend .” I 
want to rem em ber how You defeated him.

I also want to rem em ber how You forcibly took 
Sudam a’s chipped rice offering. Sudama was thin and 
poor, and You were the king. You seated Sudama in a 
place o f ho n o r and  washed his feet with Your own 
hands. I want to think of Sudam a’s em barrassm ent at 
that m om ent, bu t how he was obedient to Your desire.
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O f course, he was transform ed by ecstasy ju st to be in 
Your presence. I want to keep that picture in my heart.

I want to rem em ber Your behead ing  Dantavakra 
after You dem olished Salva’s mystic airplane. We hear 
from  the acaryas th a t after that, You m ade a quick, 
confidential visit back to Vrndavana.

My dear Lord Krsna, Your pastimes are confidential. 
Can I becom e worthy to hear them? You are partial to 
Your devotees. Therefore, I pray to becom e Your devo­
tee so I may relish Your transcendental pastimes. Srila 
Prabhupada writes, “If anyone wants to understand the 
Suprem e Personality o f G odhead, he has to take to 
pure devotional service u n d er the guidance o f a pure 
devotee. Otherwise, the tru th  o f the Suprem e Person­
ality o f G odhead will always be hidden. . . . Only one 
who is actually engaged in Krsna consciousness and 
devotional service can understand  what Krsna is” (Bg. 
18.55, purport).

*
My Relationship With Lord Krsna, #4

My own words for Krsna.
I am a boy who never heard  of 
You. Some blue profile on a 
paperback Bhagavad-gita translated by 
impersonalists. Then I 
learned Krsna is actually God, 
is actually a person, has 
eternal pastimes enacted on the earth 
5,000 years ago. I heard from 
the Swami, Bhaktivedanta Swami,
Prabhupada, of Krsna the Suprem e 
who killed demons and spoke 
Bhagavad-gita to Arjuna . . .
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My soul was opened on First Street 
in my apartm ent. I offered
tomato slices on stiff capatls to Lord Krsna by saying 
prayers taught to me by Swamijl.
Chanted on red beads.
Typed his manuscripts, “O ur dear 
typist,” he called me. Steve,
Satsvarupa, who gave
his little money. That was sheer mercy
that some intelligence in me or instinct
said certainly, go ahead and do this,
promise your whole life you’ll chant H are Krsna,
promise you’ll never have illicit sex, do it,
promise no m eat or drugs, no m arijuana
or LSD. You want to get rid of these
things bu t never dream ed such power
could come for goodness and in
such an unforeseen way, India and
Swami right here on the Lower East Side.
Take it. D on’t wait for anyone you 
know to agree or approve. They w on’t.
But you go. You’re alone anyway,
so who cares? Take care o f your soul—
go to the Swami. And he accepted me as a father
takes a new-found son, another.
Krsna, I was so foolish (and I still am)
I thought You were . . .  I accept You as God.
I like the idea, the fact, that You are a 

cowherd boy with 
names like Govinda and Gopala.
I like the red beads, the ho t rice and dal, 

the way he cooked.
O ur Swami, spiritual master, self-realized, 
pure devotee of Krsna.
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So m uch to learn 
from him, Lord Caitanya,
gopis,
G odbrothers,
preaching expectations, guru-daksina.

And he brought us into his own life, 
writing to him in San Francisco, 
losing the money he entrusted to us, 
seeing him go back to India, 
writing to him in Vrndavana, 
going to Boston on his wish.
Serving him still in separation.
Let me be here this time and all 
the years together. I d o n ’t 
need another.
My relationship with Krsna began with his 
Srimad-Bhagavatam and chanting and prasadam.
W hat I learned then is the bedrock of my faith, 
true, fixed, “It is such a nice thing.”
I ask You,
make me true in serving You
always. W hat SwamijI said in books
like Teachings of Lord Caitanya—will all
come true one day. We will m eet in the spiritual sky,
in His abode.

*

“Krsna is within you. As soon as He sees you are very 
sincere, doing seriously, H e’ll give you all intelligence. 
Buddhi-yogam dadami tarn. But if you are in doubt 
w hether Krsna is p resen t or not, then Krsna will no t
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give you intelligence. T hat is the difficulty. He does no t 
talk with a nonsense. He talks, bu t no t with the non­
sense. If you are above the nonsensical platform  by 
sincere service, then  Krsna will talk with you from  
w ithin” (Lecture, June  16, 1972, on Bhag. 2.3.20).

You will talk with me, Krsna, bu t no t if I doubt You. 
T hat is the problem . If You had som eone worthy to 
talk to, You would say, “Go preach  in A m erica,” or, 
“Please repair My tem ple,” or, “I am with you.”

I can try to serve, and, if You like, You can signal me 
from  within. Srila P rabhupada told me in 1967 that I 
w ould be able to u n d ers tan d  the ph ilosophy of 
Bhagavad-gita because I was sincere and because You 
would reveal it. You reveal Yourself in simple ways, in 
small am ounts, even to devotees who are no t so ad­
vanced. How else can we stay clear of maya’s intrigues 
except by Your guidance?

Lord Siva said th a t You are “the only Suprem e 
Person, the cause of all causes . . . ( tvam eka adyah puru- 
sah) ” (Bhag. 4.24.63). Before the worlds are created, 
the energy to make them  rem ains w ithin You in a 
dorm an t state (supta-sakti). Then, step by step in the 
evolutionary process, the world is manifested. As the 
suprem e creator, You are the aisvarya Lord.

P rabhupada  explains to us why You created  the 
worlds: “ . . . the Lord wants to give some facility to 
those living entities who want to imitate the Lord in His 
enjoyment. . . . For instance, sometimes children want 
to im itate their m other and cook in the kitchen, and, 
at such a time, the m other supplies them  with some 
toys, so that the child can imitate her cooking.”

My dear Krsna, why can ’t people understand  that 
You are the origin o f everything? They are so covered 
by the m aterial energy. If I go on hearing the Bhakti-

-  72 -



vedanta purports, I will learn o f my relationship with 
You. All conditioned souls are in a predicam ent similar 
to mine. They can becom e released in the same way I 
will achieve release. Lord Siva com pares ou r activities 
in the m aterial world to the bees’ enjoym ent o f honey 
as it has been collected in the honeycombs. The bees 
work hard  to gather honey, b u t when they try to enjoy 
it, they are b itten  by o ther bees. H um an beings build 
empires. “Sometimes nations declare war on one an­
o ther, and  the hum an beehives becom e sources o f 
misery” (Bhag. 4.24.64, purport).

By observation, guided by the sastras, we can see You, 
Krsna, as time, destroying everything w ithin the ma­
terial world. We should no t rem ain in that kind of rela­
tionship with You where we prey upon others until we 
get crushed by You in Your form as time and death.

How can the hum an  beehive find  relief? People 
should realize that nothing is perm anen t in this ma­
terial world. T herefore, their greedy desires are futile. 
People should  take shelter in You. You say in the 
Bhagavad-gita, “A person in full consciousness of Me, 
knowing Me to be the ultim ate beneficiary o f all sacri­
fices and austerities, the Suprem e Lord o f all planets 
and demigods, and the benefactor and well-wisher o f 
all living entities, attains peace from the pangs o f ma­
terial miseries” (Bg. 5.29).

Lord Siva gave the Pracetas teachings in the form of 
a stotra, o r prayer. He advised them  to keep that im por­
tant stotra within their minds. Thus they would become 
topm ost yogis by constantly thinking o f You and chant­
ing Your glories. He also told them  to act silently and 
to take the vow of great sages— muni-vrata.

Is this applicable to us today? Srila Prabhupada says, 
“We should also take this opportunity in life to become
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as good as a great saint simply by no t talking unneces­
sarily with unw anted persons. We should either talk of 
Krsna or chant H are Krsna undeviatingly. This is called 
muni-vrata” (Bhag. 4.24.71, purport).

My dear Lord, I like the sound of that. There are 
many people who say that we can’t spend all our time 
chan ting  because we have to perform  o u r occupa­
tional duties. Still, ou r first duty is to keep in constant 
contact with You. If som eone follows all the rules and 
regulations o f varnasrama-dharma, bu t doesn’t rem em ­
ber his eternal relationship with You, then all his activi­
ties are a waste o f time. T he art o f hum an life is to 
execute those occupational duties, b u t at the same 
time, to satisfy You. I t’s also true th at by perform ing 
our duties, chanting and hearing becom e m uch m ore 
possible.

I feel enthusiastic when I hear these statem ents. I 
pray to You for the faith to follow Srila P rabhupada’s 
instructions with enthusiasm. I know that the secret of 
spiritual life is to please my spiritual m aster (yasya deve 
para bhaktir). By my faith in Srila Prabhupada, You will 
reveal the im ports o f the Vedic literatures to me. Faith 
means not only prayer, bu t practical application of the 
philosophy. W hat is the practical application? Only to 
love You. All I need is faith.

*

Lord Siva gave the Pracetas and the people who 
hear his stotra a benediction. But whatever benediction 
they want, they can achieve simply by becom ing Your 
devotee and the devotee o f Your pure devotees. Lord 
Siva said, “A lthough rendering  devotional service to 
the Suprem e Personality o f G odhead and worshiping
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Him are very difficult, if one vibrates or simply reads 
this stotra [prayer], com posed and sung by me, he will 
very easily be able to invoke the mercy of the Suprem e 
Personality of G odhead” (Bhag. 4.24.76).

Except for Your service, all o ther desires are illusion, 
maya. I am inquiring about my relationship with You, 
bu t all I have to do is to understand  jlvera ‘svarupa ’ 
haya— krsnera ‘nitya-dasa’—I am Your eternal servant. 
T hen I can go on engaging in Your service in order to 
realize the highest perfection. I have nothing separate 
to desire. Even my desire to know my relationship with 
You is fulfilled by engaging constantly in Your loving 
service.

Srila Prabhupada writes: “If we persistently engage in 
devotional service, certainly all our desires will be ful­
filled in due course of tim e” (Bhag. 4.24.79, purport).

*
Lord Krsna, You are known as U rukram a because of 

Your w onderful acts. Nowadays, bogus svamls com e 
from  India and proclaim  that they are God only be­
cause they can m editate and present themselves as big- 
bearded avataras. But, to be God, one should be able 
to perform  the same m arvelous, inconceivable acts 
that You perform ed. You m arried 16,000 princesses by 
expanding Yourself in to 16,000 separate forms. You 
built 16,000 palaces for those wives and stayed with 
each one simultaneously. W hen Narada M uni visited 
You in Dvaraka, he was amazed to witness Your pleas­
ing behavior with each o f Your queens. (Narada is no t 
easily amazed since he himself knows the mystic arts.)

You also killed giant dem ons even in Your infancy. 
You lifted a large hill on Your pinky when You were 
seven years old. No one can duplicate Your pastimes.
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D ear Lord, I can ’t rem em ber everything I wrote 
today, bu t I tried to understand better my relationship 
with You. You are so great that even the greatest m inds 
and demigods cannot speak to You. Lord Brahm a had 
to m editate on the shore o f the Kslrodakasayl O cean 
when he wanted to inquire from  You, and You replied 
in his thoughts. I should no t presum e to talk with You. 
Yet You invite us to be open with You. Surely the best 
course is to follow the mahajanas and the scriptures in 
the way they describe You and Your relationship with 
the jivas. I am doing that, reading about You, hearing 
about You, and perhaps there  is n o t m uch I need  to 
add; bu t I have em barked on this writing and I feel I 
have em barked on an im portan t topic. Even though 
I ’m not fit to speak on it, I can’t let it go.

I want to find You as my friend and master. I am 
daring also to get a glimpse o f why I am afraid to go 
fu rther in my relationship with You. W hat is holding 
m e back? I ’m aware that I ’m reluctan t to su rrender 
completely, bu t I’m also reluctant to understand why I 
d o n ’t surrender. There are areas o f my life that I wish 
to restrict even God from entering. I know this is fool­
ish. Lack of su rrender means opening myself for m ore 
suffering. The world is no t a fit place for a gentlem an, 
and  only You can deliver us from  this place. Why 
should I hide out here and say there are some things I 
would rather keep private, even from You? Why should 
I say to You, ‘You can have everything except this”?

As I write, bit by bit I hope to learn something. And I 
wish to praise You.
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Toward
Krsna • • •



Day Five  *§3® -

“Actually we love Krsna. T hat is a fact. Because we 
love Krsna, therefore, you who did no t even hear the 
nam e Krsna, say four or five years ago . . . why you are 
now so m uch after Him? This is the p roof that actually 
we are after Krsna. This Krsna consciousness move­
m ent is being accepted in W estern countries by the 
younger generation. Why? Because every one of us, we 
love Krsna. But it is now covered by maya. We have to 
simply take off the covering o f maya. T hen  we are 
Krsna conscious. T h a t is exp la ined  in C aitan ya-  
caritamrta, nitya-siddha krsna-prema ‘sadhya’ kabhu nay a /  
sravanadi-suddha-citte karaye udaya [Pure love for Krsna 
is eternally established in the hearts of living entities. It 
is no t som ething to be gained from  ano ther source. 
W hen the heart is purified by hearing  and chanting, 
the living entity naturally awakens (C.c., Madhya 22. 
107).]” (Lecture, May 27, 1972, on Bhag. 7.5.22-34).
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I can’t say that by writing over these past few days I 
have achieved a breakthrough. I d id n ’t really expect 
to, b u t I was drawn to the subject. W riting doesn ’t 
necessarily equal action. For example, last n ight I wrote 
about Vyasadeva’s despondency and  N arada’s cure. 
Applying this to my own case, I recognized that what­
ever insufficiency I feel in my relationship with Krsna 
can be overcome by concen trated  hearing, chanting, 
and writing directly about Krsna in His original form. 
Last n igh t I thought I would end this book with anec­
dotes of Krsna in Vrndavana.

Even as a literary idea, however, I found th at I 
couldn’t follow it up, what to speak of following it up 
in my life as Vyasa did, by p rofound m editation. We 
want to change ou r lives, b u t i t ’s hard. Som etimes 
outer events act on us to change us. But to change our 
hearts takes time. We can change ourselves gradually 
by practicing sadhana. Sadhana  brings real change. 
Real change is deep. It encompasses both the external 
and the internal. If som eone is forced to go to prison, 
that revolutionizes his o r h er life. Sometimes appar­
ently external events force us to change.

I am m using here. My point is that I have only been 
able to make a few forays into a topic too big to solve. 
My relationship with Lord Krsna is the m ost worthy 
topic; I cannot help bu t benefit by exploring it. Some­
one m ight say that a halfhearted attem pt at a vital sub­
jec t is harmful, bu t it’s only harmful if we think we have 
completely dispensed with it. If  we accept that we have 
succeeded only in opening a window to let us see what 
we couldn’t see before, then  it is helpful.

This writing rem inds me that Lord Krsna is a person 
and that He is part of my life. I becom e embarrassed 
when I see that I d o n ’t make my relationship with the
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Supreme Person the most im portant relationship in my 
life. I want to improve that. I am hopeful.

W hat’s the difficulty? Lord Krsna is so kind and ap­
proachable. He makes H im self available to me, espe­
cially in His holy nam es. W riting about my lack o f 
devotion makes me aware o f P rabhupada’s and Lord 
K rsna’s standing invitation to exchange with them . 
They d o n ’t reject me. I can take up Krsna conscious­
ness earnestly and im prove my relationship with the 
Lord, who is my ever well-wisher and protector.

I smell the clean Atlantic air and think how there are 
no  bom bs in the area, no  pesticides, no carbon  
m onoxide from  car exhaust. I see only tall, jagged  
rocks— they look like stalagm ites—growing up from 
the floor o f the ocean. T here  is a m onum en t here 
com m em orating the 1509 killing of Irish patriots by the 
British. Som eone has placed a bit o f sheep’s wool at its 
base, along with a coin and a flower. I dared  n o t dis­
turb it. I walked around to see the m onum en t’s back. 
A crucifix was inscribed in the rock along with some 
words I couldn’t understand.

T h e re ’s nothing else in my life except my relation­
ship with Krsna. I stand on terra firma, looking at this 
m onum ent, and realize that everything comes from  
God. I am part o f the ecological system, or at least my 
body is, breath ing oxygen as I walk and talk. Krsna is in 
control. Mayadhyaksena prakrtih, suyate sa-caracaram: 
“This m aterial nature, which is one of My energies, is 
working u n d er My direction , O son o f Kunti, p ro ­
ducing all moving and nonm oving beings. U nder its 
rule, this m anifestation is created  and ann ih ila ted  
again and again” (Bg. 9.10).

Srlla P rabhupada says that if we are sincere, we will 
be able to understand  this philosophy. “A person may

- 8 1 -



have a bona fide spiritual m aster and may be attached 
to a spiritual organization, bu t still, if he is no t intelli­
gent enough to make progress, then Krsna from within 
gives him  instructions so that he may ultimately come 
to Him  w ithout difficulty. T he qualification is that a 
person always engage him self in Krsna consciousness 
and with love and devotion render all kinds of services. 
. . . If  a devotee is n o t in telligen t enough to make 
progress on the path o f self-realization, b u t is sincere 
and devoted to the activities of devotional service, the 
Lord gives him  a chance to make progress and ulti­
mately attain to H im ” (Bg. 10.10, purport).

*

“Thus the sage, being dissatisfied at heart, a t once 
began to re flec t. . . ” (Bhag. 1.4.27). I am turning to the 
Bhagavatam  section on Vyasadeva’s despondency. Why 
does he feel incom plete after writing the Vedic litera­
ture? Vyasa makes his own diagnosis, “This may be 
because I did no t specifically point out the devotional 
service o f the Lord (bhagavata-dharma) , which is dear 
bo th  to perfect beings and to the infallible L o rd ” 
(Bhag. 1.4.31). Ju st as he was th inking this, Vyasa’s 
sp iritual m aster, N arada M uni, arrived at the h e r­
m itage o f his illustrious disciple. Gradually, N arada 
explained th at “Vyasa’s d isappoin tm ent was due to 
insufficiency in presenting  the science o f devotional 
service.”

Regarding my own relationship with Krsna, is there 
m ore to say? I can go on citing my shortcomings, bu t it 
would be better to spend my time hearing about His 
nam e, form , pastimes, and qualities. This is the m edi­
cine I need. If I feel a shortcom ing in my relationship
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with Krsna, I simply need to increase sravanam-kirtanarh 
visnoh-smaranam, no t in a general way, b u t specifically 
about His form  in Vrndavana.

Srila Vyasadeva already knew what was wrong with 
him, bu t he presented his predicam ent before his spiri­
tual master. “You are as good as the all-pervasive Super­
soul. Please, therefore, find out the deficiency in me, 
despite my being absorbed in transcendence u n d e r 
disciplinary regulations and vows” (Bhag. 1.5.7).

Sri N arada said, “You have n o t actually broadcast 
the sublime and spotless glories o f the Personality o f 
G odhead” (Bhag. 1.5.8).

O f course, in my case, since I am n o t the empow­
ered  literary incarnation o f God, Srila P rabhupada is 
no t going to ask me to compile scriptures which will be 
proclaim ed by Lord Caitanya as the “spotless Purana.” 
Still, the roo t cause of anyone’s despondency is the 
“de libera te  avoidance o f glorifying the L o rd .” In 
Vyasa’s case, it was easy to remedy. He took the cue 
from  his spiritual m aster and started to m editate. He 
saw the Lord, along with the material energy, the jlvas, 
and their sufferings, and revealed the rem edy for suf­
fering, bhakti-yoga.

In my case, it may take repeated  doses o f hearing 
from  Srila Prabhupada. I need to develop a taste and 
the ability to sustain constant hearing and chanting of 
Krsna’s glories.

As a writer, especially, I have the responsibility to 
write about Krsna. “D on’t write nonsense,” Srila Pra­
bh u p ad a  said. “T he fallen souls are very eager to 
receive novel inform ation every day, and the transcen- 
dentalists like Vyasadeva o r N arada can supply such 
eager people in general with unlim ited news from  the 
spiritual w orld” (Bhag. 1.5.13, pu rpo rt). On the one
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hand, only the liberated souls on the level ofVyasa and 
N arada can write Vedic literature that will alleviate the 
pangs o f material suffering, bu t if their representatives 
in disciplic succession keep the message intact, they 
can also becom e m essage-bearers for N arada and 
Vyasa. Thus Srila Prabhupada, who him self wrote great 
quantities of topm ost bhakti-sastras, recom m ended his 
followers write and “help save the crippled hum anity.”

N arada directly advised his disciple, “Please, there­
fore, describe the transcendental pastimes o f the Su­
prem e Personality of G odhead Sri Krsna m ore vividly” 
(Bhdg. 1.5.21).

He is the goal of all works. He is the proprietor of all 
the planets. He is the well-wisher for all living entities. 
Those who take shelter o f Him are freed  from  the 
pangs of material miseries and they attain peace (santi).

Lord Krsna came to this planet 5,000 years ago and 
enacted  His e te rna l pastimes ju s t to a ttrac t us. He 
played in Vrndavana as the lover o f the gopls (Gopi- 
jana-vallabha), as the hero of His cowherd friends (Go- 
pala), as the killer of dem ons (Agha-damana, etc.), as 
the beloved child of the elderly gopas and gopls (Nanda- 
n andana), the protector of cows and brahmanas and all 
living entities (Govinda).

It seems that we can increase our devotion only by 
regular increm ents of devotional practices. We want to 
hear m ore about Him. Therefore, let us continue as 
we are doing, b u t increase bo th  the quantity  and 
quality o f our sadhana. Let’s no t get deviated to “non- 
Krsna” topics. Srila P rabhupada warned us no t to get 
absorbed in the daily newspapers and certainly n o t to 
read novels, a ttend  the cinem a, stay in hotels, go to 
dance clubs, or spend our time in m undane libraries. 
He w anted us to stay fixed on Krsna. T hat m eans
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hearing about Krsna, chanting His names, and serving 
in His movement. It m eans preaching to others about 
the need to su rrender to Krsna.

Lord Krsna is no t sectarian. Jo in ing His m ovement is 
no t like jo in ing  a sports club. Many clubs are based on 
nostalgia. They watch old films, gather old photos, dis­
cuss pastimes, and erect m em orials to obsolete teams 
whose m em bers are dead or dying. I t’s a gesture in fu­
tility. Krsna consciousness is no t like that. Krsna is no t a 
myth: He is the Suprem e Personality o f G odhead and 
the most lovable object. O ur jo b  is to be convinced of 
Krsna’s eternal living presence in all things. We be­
come convinced by tasting the glory o f Bhagavad-gtta 
and by associating with pure  devotees whose vision is 
based on reality. Krsna is the eternal, suprem e spirit, 
God in the heart of all living entities, the Suprem e Be­
ing who dwells in His spiritual kingdom , Goloka. Krsna 
appeared in India, bu t He is aharh bija-pradah pita, the 
father of all living beings.

*

I rem em ber the days when Srila P rabhupada was 
dictating Krsna book and sending me the tapes to type 
and edit. I was often the first lec tu rer who knew di­
rectly from  P rabh upada  the ex tended  pastim es o f 
child Krsna in Vrndavana. W hen P rabhupada visited 
Boston in 1968, I had the opportunity  to speak to an 
audience at P rabhupada’s request in his presence. Af­
ter some prelim inary philosophy, I began to tell one of 
the pastimes I had recently heard  on tape. I told how 
Krsna was a naughty child and had stolen yogurt and 
butter from  a ne igh bor’s stock. Krsna and Balarama 
then distributed this bu tte r to T heir monkey friends.
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W hen the monkeys were satisfied and w ouldn’t take 
m ore, the boys said, “This bu tte r is useless. Even the 
monkeys w on’t take it!” W hen the neighbors caught 
the boys and accused Them , They said, “You think We 
d o n ’t get sufficient bu tte r at home? We d id n ’t steal 
anything.” As I spoke, I saw my audience break into 
wonderful grins. I sensed that there was m ore to their 
smiles than my own presentation. Glancing at Srila Pra­
bhupada by my side and slightly behind me, I saw him 
smiling with pleasure to hear Krsna’s pastime repeated 
by his litde son.

I pray that I may never give up the practice of speak­
ing krsna-katha as o rdered  by P rabhupada and that I 
may bring a smile to his face and, by reflection, to the 
hearts and faces o f the audience.

*

Krsna, Krsna, Krsna—-just say His names. Feel the joy 
in chanting. Srlla P rabhupada wanted us to have a gen­
uine taste for chanting. How can we propagate His 
holy nam es if they have no t become a spontaneous joy 
in our own lives?

And preach. D on’t do som ething im possible for 
yourself, bu t do what you can do to spread Krsna con­
sciousness. For me that means visiting temples and lec­
turing , m eeting  devotees who want to h ear about 
Krsna, and preaching at outside engagem ents where 
it’s favorable and where they are n o t offensive. Go out, 
go country to country, town to town, doo r to door. 
Ydre dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa. Become Krsna 
conscious. Krsne math astu.

*
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Turn to Krsna. He is the friendly bird on the tree of 
our bodies, witnessing ou r attachm ents and bitter and 
sweet experiences in the m aterial world. T urn  to Him 
for solace.

My dear Lord, I forgot You. Please take me back. “O 
Goplnatha, I am Your devotee, bu t having abandoned 
You and thus having forgotten my real treasure, I have 
worshipped this m undane world. . . . O Goplnatha, You 
are indeed the wisest person. Please look for a way to 
bring about auspiciousness for this fool, and please do 
no t consider this servant as an outsider” (“G oplnatha,” 
Part II, verses 4, 8, Bhaktivinoda Thakura).

*
We want to th ink o f Krsna. He is flowing in every 

m om ent, like blood circulating through our bodies. Al­
though politicians decide on a nation’s fate, they them ­
selves are playthings of the m aterial energy. Krsna, as 
time, im perceptibly bears down on them . Krsna turns 
the seasons toward spring, and His energy integrates 
the planets and the universes. W ith a glance H e en­
chants the gopis in the rasa dance, bu t that confidential 
pastime can be known only to those completely free of 
material lust.

Krsna is in all things. We may contem plate Him  in 
that way, b u t there  is no substitute for regular scrip­
tural study and prayer. Krsna says, ‘Ju st try to learn the 
tru th  by approaching a spiritual m aster.” W hat will we 
learn  from  the bona fide spiritual master? “Having 
obtained real knowledge from a self-realized soul, you 
will never fall again into such illusion, for by this know­
ledge you will see that all living beings are bu t part of 
the Suprem e, or, in o ther words, that they are M ine” 
(Bg. 4.35).
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I In  his pu rpo rt to this verse, Srila P rabhupada says, 
1“Some th ink that we have no th ing  to do with Krsna, 
that Krsna is only a great historical personality and that 
the Absolute is the impersonal B rahm an.” The purpose 
o f Krsna consciousness is to love and  accept Lord 
Krsna as the Suprem e and to see everything in Him. 
This is the m eaning of the Vedic aphorism, tat tvam asi. 
You, Lord Krsna, You are that, too. You are Lord 
Nrsirhha, Varaha, the Supersoul. All living entities or 
phenom ena are part of You or em anating from  You. 
You are the Supreme Person, inexhaustible, simultane­
ously and inconceivably one with and different from 
anything in Your creation.

As I read, I find the anartha o f skepticism still within 
me. Only Srila Prabhupada can save me. Let me simply 
pray to him  for Krsna consciousness. He gave me Krsna 
consciousness at the beginning and he continues to be 
my source of realization.

Srila P rabhupada tells me that it’s illusion to think I 
am separate from Krsna. He taught me the devotional 
science, and I am trying to hear it every day with sub­
mission, “We are all m eant to satisfy Krsna . . . ”

Lord Krsna says, “Even if you are considered to be 
the most sinful of all sinners, when you are situated in 
the boat of transcendental knowledge you will be able 
to cross over the ocean o f miseries” (Bg. 4.36).

Srila P rabhupada comm ents: “P roper understand­
ing o f o n e ’s constitutional position in relationship to 
Krsna is so nice that it can at once lift one from  the 
struggle for existence . . . ’’Ju st see the relationship— 
Lord Krsna speaks and  Srila P rabhupada  explains. 
Lord Krsna says, “Surrender to M e,” and Srila Prabhu­
pada says, “Surrender to Lord Krsna.”
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Lord Krsna, at the end  of the Fourth C hapter, or­
ders Arjuna, “Therefore, the doubts which have arisen 
in your heart ou t o f ignorance should be slashed by 
the w eapon of know ledge. A rm ed with yoga, O 
Bharata, stand and fight” (Bg. 4.42).

Srila Prabhupada comments:
One who does not understand the instructions of the 
Gita is faithless, and is to be considered to be misusing 
the fragmental independence awarded to him by the 
Lord. In spite of such instructions, one who does not 
understand the real nature of the Lord as the eternal, 
blissful, all-knowing Personality  o f G odhead  is 
certainly fool num ber one. . . . O ne is, therefore, 
advised to study Bhagavad-gita, or any other scripture, 
under a bona fide spiritual master, with service and 
surrender. A bona fide spiritual m aster is in the 
disciplic succession from time eternal, and he does 
not deviate at all from the instrucdons of the Supreme 
Lord as they were im parted millions of years ago to 
the sun-god, from whom the instructions of Bhagavad- 
gitd have come down to the earthly kingdom. One 
should, therefore, follow the path of Bhagavad-gita as 
it is expressed in the Gita itself and beware of self- 
interested people after personal aggrandizement who 
deviate others from the actual path. The Lord is 
definitely the supreme person, and His activities are 
transcendental. O ne who understands this is a 
liberated person from the very beginning of his study 
of Bhagavad-gitd.
“D on’t waste a m om ent even ,” Srila P rabhupada 

said to the devotees in Los Angeles in 1972, including 
the four newly initiated sannydsis. “We can understand 
things as they are if we receive the message of Uru- 
kram a, Krsna. T herefo re , you should n o t waste a
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m om ent even with nonsense topics. We have got so 
many books. E ither chan t H are Krsna H are Krsna, 
Krsna Krsna Hare Hare, o r read books, discuss among 
yourselves, d o n ’t waste your tim e . . . Simply always 
praying, give aural reception  to the message of Uru- 
krama. D on’t waste a single m om ent. This should be 
your life’s policy.”

*

“Come on ,” says Lord Krsna, “do as My devotees do. 
Become My bhakta, always think of Me, bow down and 
worship Me. Then surely you will come to Me.”

“O my Lord, Your devotees can see You through the 
ears by the process of bona fide hearing, and thus their 
hearts becom e cleansed, and You take Your seat there. 
You are so merciful to Your devotees that You manifest 
Yourself in the particular e ternal form  of transcen­
dence in which they always think of You” (Bhag. 3.9.11).

We are no t alone. Krsna is in our hearts. The yogis 
and sannyasis know this, and they are never afraid. 
Krsna protects us, bu t we should worship Him.

For example, we can develop a relationship with our 
tem ple Deity. Most o f the ISKCON tem ples have 
Radha-Krsna Deities. If som eone is in terested  in his 
relationship with Krsna, w orshipping the Deity is a 
good way to enhance it. Live in o r near a tem ple and 
serve the Deity. Go to mangala-arati and, later, to greet 
the Deities. If possible, be a part-time pujan. Srila Pra­
bhupada  said th at the pu jari is the m ost fortunate  
person in the universe. We can see the Deities’ various 
dresses and think of Them  during the day when we are 
away from  Them . We can pray to T hem  in a natural 
way. “A pure devotee is constantly engaged. Sometimes



he chants, sometimes he hears or reads books about 
Krsna, or sometimes he cooks prasadam  or goes to the 
m arketplace to purchase som eth ing  for Krsna, o r 
sometimes he washes the tem ple o r the dishes—what­
ever he does, he does n o t le t a single m om ent pass 
w ithout devoting his activities to Krsna. Such action is 
in full samadhi” (Bg. 12.2, purport).

If we are no t pujaris, we can sit before the closed 
curtains while the pujari makes the offering, and sing of 
K rsna’s pastimes: Bhaja bhakata-vatsala sn-gaurahari! 
‘Just worship Sri Gaurahari, who is always affectionate 
toward His devotees. He is the same Suprem e God­
head, Krsna, who sported in the cowherd pastures of 
Vraja and stole the hearts o f N anda and Yasoda.” He 
eats the many fine foods p repared  by Srlmatl Radha­
rani and H er sakhis. “In great ecstasy and joy Krsna eats 
the rice, cu rried  vegetables, sweets, and  pastries 
cooked by Srlmatl Radharani. Krsna’s funny brahmana 
friend Madhumarigala, who is very fond of laddus, gets 
them  by hook or by crook. Eating the laddus, he 
shouts, ‘Haribol! Haribol!’ and makes a funny sound by 
slapping his sides under his arm pits with his hands. Be­
holding Radharani and H er gopl friends ou t o f the cor­
ners o f His eyes, Krsna eats a t the house o f m other 
Yasoda with great satisfaction.”

“W ho is such a fool th a t he does n o t want to be 
Krsna conscious by this simple m ethod and thus attain 
the highest perfectional life o f eternity, bliss and knowl­
edge?” (Bg. 9.26, purport).

I
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Do I feel separation from Krsna? Yes, I do. E ither I 
knew Him  and now I am separated from  Him, o r I 
d idn ’t know Him and I am separated from  Him. I can’t 
claim my feelings are vipralambha. T he gopis feel vipra- 
lambha when Krsna leaves them  in the m iddle o f the 
rasa dance. W hen they feel separation, they th ink of 
Him at every m om ent. Srila P rabhupada wanted all 
devotees to understand separation.

“To acquire this strong feeling o f separation is the 
teaching o f Lord Caitanya and  His d irect disciplic 
succession o f Gosvamis. W hen we are n o t in physical 
contact with Krsna, we can associate with Him like the 
gopis, th rough  feelings of separation. . . . Devotional 
service to Krsna in feelings o f separation elevates the 
devotee to the highest perfectional level, to the level of 
the gopis. . . . Those who are in the disciplic succession 
of the Madhva-Gaudlya sampracLaya should also feel the 
separation of Krsna, worship His transcendental form, 
and discuss His transcendental teachings, His pastimes, 
His qualities, His entourage and His associations. The 
spiritual m aster should enrich  the devotees to the 
highest devotional perfection. Feeling constant separa­
tion while engaged in the service o f the Lord is the per­
fection o f Krsna consciousness” {Krsna, Vol. 1, Chap. 
34, p. 231).

I ’m such a poor spirit. I d o n ’t feel vipralambha.
Does Krsna love me?
Yes.
How do I know?
I believe it. It is stated in the scriptures. Srila Prabhu­

pada told us that Krsna is our father and we are His 
children. Even when there is separation, the father will 
no t forget his children, although the children may for­
get their father.
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But do I experience His love?
I d o n ’t know what I experience. I know hunger in 

my belly, and indigestion and fear and anger and vari­
ous satisfactions and disappointm ents. I feel elated dur­
ing kirtana or when I am writing. I miss the devotees. I 
want Srila P rabhupada to accept m e, and I want to 
please him.

I adm it it—th ere ’s a lack o f experience o f Krsna in 
my life. I d o n ’t blame Krsna for that. I have failed Him 
life after life.

Somebody must experience something. Did my spiri­
tual master experience Krsna?

Yes.
How do you know?
If I told you I saw it in his eyes, would you believe 

me? We could see in his actions and in his words that 
he knew and loved Lord Krsna. Srila P rabhupada al­
ways spoke on Krsna’s behalf. He was completely dedi­
cated to Krsna’s mission of reclaim ing the conditioned 
souls back to Godhead. He was Krsna’s ambassador. 
C ertainly he knew—knows— Krsna. T herefo re , his 
pranama-mantra states, “I offer my obeisances to His 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, 
who is very dear to Krsna on this earth, having taken 
shelter at the lotus feet o f the transcendental L ord .” 
We sing every day that Srila P rabhupada is always think­
ing of Radha and Krsna.

Okay, bu t what about me? W hat is my relationship 
with Lord Krsna?

T hat’s what I ’m trying to understand. I want my rela­
tionship with Krsna to be deep. Deep relationships be­
come tumultuous. Just look at the ocean. Love o f God 
in separation produces tears. A lthough I d o n ’t exper­
ience th at yet, I th ink  I should ju s t go on with my
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service and everything will be gradually revealed. Lord 
Krsna has prom ised us that we will know Him, m eet 
Him, and play with Him and His devotees in Goloka 
Vrndavana. The relationship is already there, and it’s 
already favorable. I ju st have to develop it.

Lord Caitanya gave the analogy o f the bhakti-lata and 
showed how it is m eant to grow all the way to Goloka. 
We have to protect it with a fence so the m ad elephant 
of vaisnava-aparadha doesn’t ruin it, bu t it will grow.

*

Last night I had a strange dream. I was trying to keep 
track o f m aterial I was putting together for a book. I 
had my papers in an accordion file and I had also dic­
tated m aterial onto tapes. I was also supposed to take 
photos and do interviews. None of the material was in 
a safe place, and we were traveling. N either did I have 
any time to work on it. We had to leave the house (or 
was it a boat?) where we were living, and I had to stash 
my files and  notes in a cardboard  box along with 
o thers’ belongings. Som eone came up  to me, handed 
me a m icrocassette, and said, “I ju s t found your tape 
#20. Do you need  it?” T hen  a young wom an came to 
me and  said she would give m e inform ation about 
someone she m et that would be useful for my project. I 
started to listen to her, bu t it was irrelevant and had no 
connection  to Krsna consciousness that I could see. 
The w eather was foggy. I tried attaching a lens to the 
camera, bu t it d idn ’t work . . .

I woke up from  this dream  with a spark. It seemed 
like chaos as I recall it. I wasn’t rem em bering Krsna in 
the dream . It occurred to me that my m ind is like that 
dream . I try to make a little progress, and then some­
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thing irrelevant comes up. I can’t control my m ind, ju st 
as I couldn’t control what happened  to the tapes and 
papers in my files. Som eone is often coming up to me 
to speak som ething irrelevant. Srila P rabhupada warns, 
“D on’t waste time, d o n ’t talk rubbish .” He wants us to 
be like the devotee in The Nectar of Devotion who experi­
ences the symptom o f bhava, who is always anxious 
“w hether I am spending my life in Krsna consciousness 
and not wasting tim e.”

My dear Lord Krsna, am I a ttached  to this tragi­
comic way of life, where things float in and ou t o f my 
m ind like a crazy dream? I say I want to steadily think 
o f You and Your activities. Please save me from  the 
doubt and lack o f taste. I would like to be the servant 
o f Your servant a h u n d red  times rem oved and be a 
writer in Your cause.

*

Sunrise in harbor. Stiff roots from  sea like artist’s 
artifacts. Beach strewn with pebbles. B uttercups on 
this prom ontory rock. This day belongs to Krsna. I 
have nothing to sacrifice o r renounce because every­
thing already belongs to Him.

I d o n ’t see Him —I ’m blind and lack devotion, al­
though He is everywhere. I want to see Him, bu t it also 
seems that I want to keep myself in the center. I d o n ’t 
want to fall in love.

It’s sad, and I d o n ’t completely believe I ’m like that. 
Everyone wants Krsna’s love.

I want Krsna consciousness. Maybe I d o n ’t believe it 
could happen to me. But if I becam e Krsna conscious, 
it would be wonderful. I like my life now, bu t it could 
be increased thousands o f times in happiness. T hen  I
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could convey the happiness o f Krsna to others. Any­
way, I d o n ’t want to rem ain m ediocre. At least I want 
to allow the possibility to happen— th at I can fall in 
love completely with Lord Krsna.

I will try. I w on’t shut up my heart like an oyster. I 
want Krsna’s love. I want to convey it to others. As a 
writer, I want to give up my little life and tell o f the 
greatest one. Instead of writing from  the viewpoint of a 
bum bling, so-called sadhaka, I would like to write as the 
one whose thoughts and dream s are filled with Krsna’s 
attractive and inconceivable qualities, name, and form. 
How to get there from here?

Reading books, practicing sadhana, adding prayer to 
my thoughts . . .

O ne th ing I can say even now, Krsna is always 
present everywhere. We just have to find Him out. Srila 
Prabhupada says a geologist can find gold. We can find 
Krsna.

*

My Relationship With Lord Krsna, #5
Talk o f Urukram a the wonderful 
Actor, d o n ’t waste time in 
rubbish talks. “But is Urukram a 
real o r ju st a story?”
You are ju st a story with your 
porkpie hat and piano, 
your attache case and riding the 
Long Island railroad and shot with 
bullets on your way hom e from 
New York City or Dallas.
I t’s you who are the myth.
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U rukram a’s described in Vedic books, 
upheld by sages and He spoke Himself 
in Bhagavad-gitd. D on’t disbelieve.
He lifted the hill. He sent His pure 
devotee Narada to rescue a h un te r and to 
gave instructions to Dhruva so that the 

five-year-old boy 
saw Lord Visnu in six months.
Krsna appeared in the storefront in 
NYC in Swami’s singing and even when 
the Swami was in India recuperating,
Krsna’s chant went to Santa Fe, L.A., 
and Boston and SF and straggling youths 
becam e bright-faced. “Krsna C hant 
Startles L ondon.”
Krsna’s pure devotee wrote letters to his 
American children, Hold on, I ’m coming and 
will settle quarrels and clear doubts 
and ignite the flame of the

Krsna consciousness movement.
H e’s no myth. Faith in him  built
temples of India and sent SwamijI
teaching from Sanskrit books all about
Krsna. The six Gosvamis personally knew
His pastimes. Krsnadasa Kaviraja, Narottama,
and Visvanatha and Baladeva and Bhaktivinoda
and Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati . . . Srila Prabhupada,
all Krsnaites and I am following them
praising Urukrama.
His two steps covered the universe.
His third on Bali’s head; 
as a dwarf He did it.
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As a golden fish He pulled the boat
across devastation waters and
saved the Vedas. As a tortoise He
becam e the pivot for the churning of
the milk ocean and appeared on top
of M ount M eru with many arms and
out o f the milk ocean He appeared as
Dhanvantari holding the chalice o f immortal nectar.
Defying the atheists as Lord Caitanya,
He appeared with the shoulders of a lion,
loudly chanting harinama, despite
the Kazi’s threats. Playing the atheist
H e came as Buddha and will
come as Kalki on a white horse when
the hou r of harinama is no longer
openly available to the blood-drenched earth.
H e’s Time and Death and Silence 
and Forbearance and all seasons and only 
by a spark does He uphold all 
the universes.
H e’s called Urukrama,
no t impersonal or an imitation god
who can’t do anything bu t speculate.
Best scholar Jiva GosvamI explains Krsna 
in Sat-sandarbha and Visvanatha CakravartI 
tells inner meanings of conjugal rasa and 
young Baladeva saved the day at Jaipur, 
quickly writing Gaudlya’s Vedanta tika 
called Govinda-bhasya.
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He stole the milk for M adhavendra Puri.
He appears as round-eyed Jagannatha 
and Balarama is His mighty, handsom e brother. 
The gopis gather to tell of His flute, 
which they say makes the calves stop sucking 
and m addens the birds and dem igods’ wives. 
The demigods can’t com prehend 

such beautiful tunes, 
the flute itself is selfish. Who can understand 

when God plays on 
His deep-sounding murali ?
His lotus feet are shelter for all
devotees. His smile dries up the ocean
of grief. He is the Supersoul and
the brahmajyoti. His appointed agents run
the universe and the dem ons are His backside.
Nothing happens without His knowledge,
and punishm ent is m eted out by Yamaraja,
His own staunch devotee.
I praise U rukram a from what I ’ve heard  
and I believe in His inconceivable power. 
Whatever He likes He does at His ease.
I hope He will bring me and keep 
me in His service and you too.
Just sing His glories sincerely.
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