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Unit Structure
This unit has been created to assist teachers who have a split Grade 5/6 classroom 
in Ontario, and meets the expectations of the 2018 Social Studies Curriculum.  

This unit contains lesson plans whereby the teacher can lead ONE lesson for both 
grades, and then the major task for the lesson is the same, but with each grade 
looking at different student texts (grade-level, illustrated texts are included).  

For example:

Most lessons focus on one of the “Concepts of 
Social Studies Thinking” from the curriculum, 
allowing students to develop critical literacy as 
historians and geographers during this unit.  

Lesson 4:  Causes & Consequences in Early Societies

Getting Started:  Teacher introduces a “Causes and Consequences” chart, 
and students discuss how the criteria applies to their own lives.

Working on It: Students examine a set of text to search for evidence of 
causes and consequences.

 Grade 4:  Aztec Civilization
 Grade 5:  Six Nations

Reflecting & Connecting: Students meet together to share their learning 
about how the environment affected the growth of early societies.  They 
apply the criterion from the Causes & Consequences chart to their learning.



Blended Lessons

Grade 4 Text Grade 5 Text

Same concept, but 
different foci for 
each grade.  

Here each grade 
level has different 
communities to 
explore, but they 
come together to 
share their 
knowledge during 
Reflecting and 
Connecting



14 Lessons
Part 1:  
1. Cause & Consequence
2. What Do We Know About Early Societies?
3. Mapping
4. Introduction to Early Societies Timeline
5. Cause & Consequence in Early Societies
6. Asking Questions
7. Spotlight Communities/Environmental 

Features
8. Beliefs and Religions in Early Societies
9. Daily Life
10. How Were People Organized in Early 

Societies?

Part 2
1. Continuity & Change
2. Mapping New Communities
3. What is Significant About a Society?
4. Asking Questions:  Chat Stations
5. Residential Schools and Gathering 

Resources
6. Becoming Experts
7. Presentations



Big Ideas 

Learning Goals



Full Lesson Plans
Links to Appropriate 

Websites

2018 Revised Ontario
Social Studies Curriculum Expectations



Student-Friendly Texts 



Digital Version Can 
be Used with Google 

Read & Write



Digital Version: 
Movable Interactive 

Pieces



Mapping



Links to Relevant 
Videos & Websites

Clickable Links in 
Digital Version



Assessment Tools



Focus on 
Indigenous 

Peoples



Instruction Booklet

Answer Keys



Printable & Digital 
Versions are Companion 

Units:

Digital Versions
Original 
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