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OVERVIEW

One of the most popular internet sites in our culture today is Facebook.  This powerful new series will grab the attention of your community and draw them into a deeper and more committed walk with God.  What would happen if we spent as much time to face the book of God’s Word as we did on Facebook and the internet?  When people understand how powerful this book is and what it can do in their lives it will energize them in their relationship with God.  This six part series will be the spiritual mirror to help your members more clearly understand the Bible, the character of God, and what Jesus Christ accomplished for them. 

RATING

Adults and teenagers
GET READY

Purchase the video “Word Became Flesh” from www.sermonspice.com
MESSAGE OPENING

1. Today we celebrate the foundation of our faith, Jesus Christ.  He came, He died, He rose, He lives, and He is Lord!
2. For those who are just joining us today for the first time, welcome!
3. We are in the middle of our series called, Face the Book.

4. 2 Timothy 3:16-17  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
5. Proverbs 4:20-22 My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words. 21 Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; 22 for they are life to those who find them and health to a man's whole body. NIV
6. We believe this book [hold up your Bible], the Bible, will change your life!
7. Today is part three in our series and it is called The Answer to Life.
8. Today we want to look into this Book at the amazing journey of the Children of Israel which parallels our journey of faith today!
9. Let’s go back to the Old Testament, which is a type or shadow of the new covenant.
THE JOURNEY

1.  CAPTIVITY:  Slaves in Egypt.



a. The children of Israel are held in bondage and slavery by the Egyptians.

b. Exodus 3:7-10The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey--the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."   NIV

2.  THE DELIVERER:  Moses came to lead the people to freedom.  
a.  God raises up a guy named Moses to lead the people to freedom.

3.  THE PROMISE:  A better life.
a. God said, “I’m going to take you to a better place, a land that flows with milk and honey.”

b. “I’m going to bless you and prosper you.”

4.  THE WALK OF FAITH:  Out of slavery.
a. They crossed the Red Sea with a pillar of fire to keep them warm at night.
b. They had cloud cover by day to protect them from the hot sun.
c. God provided food and water.
d. Then they sent in 12 spies two of which were Joshua and Caleb.
e. Numbers 13:33 says that the other 10 spies proclaimed, “We seemed like grasshoppers in their eyes.”
f. Everyone grumbled and complained forgetting what the Lord had just delivered them from.  They said, “Were we not better off in Egypt in slavery?”
g. So they wandered around the desert for 40 years until the unbelievers die off.
h. Then Moses dies and Joshua (one of the 2 spies who had come back with a good report) is the new leader.
i. The first city they attack is Jericho.
j. Jericho had fortified walls so thick they had chariot races on them.  This seemed impossible.
k. The battle plan God gave to Joshua was to walk around the walls for 6 days one time and then walk around the walls seven times on the 7th day.  
l. Many people want to get out of their current condition and circumstances but they don’t have the faith to go in!
m. Can you imagine standing at the bottom of the wall to one of the most fortified cities in the world at the time?
n. Hebrews 3:16-19 Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17 And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert? 18 And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.  NIV

5.  THE WALLS COME DOWN:  The people shout!

a. Joshua 6:20-21  When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and they took the city. 21 They devoted the city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it-men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.  NIV
b. The walls went into the ground like an elevator going down.  They submerged!

6.  ENTER THE PROMISED LAND:  A land of blessing.

a. “So every man charged straight in, and they took the city.”
b. They took what God had rightfully promised to them.
7.  KILL THE FLESH:  Destroy the inhabitants.
a. Verse 21 “they destroyed with the sword every living thing in it-men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys”

b. You must completely do away with the enemy or it will reproduce and come back.

8.  HONOR THE LORD

Joshua 6:24-25 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD's house.   NIV

9.  EXPERIENCE A LIFE OF VICTORY.
Joshua 10:8 The LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand you."

OUR NEW TESTAMENT JOURNEY

1.  CAPTIVITY:  Slaves to sin.


a. Timothy 2:26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.  NIV

b. Romans 8   Controlled by the sinful nature

2.  THE DELIVERER:   Jesus came to lead the people to freedom.

a. [Example: Roll the video “The Word Became Flesh” in place of reading scriptures below.]
b. John 1:1-4, 10-14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.  3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. NIV

c. John 3:16-17 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.   NIV

3.  THE PROMISE:   Eternal life and relationship with God

a. 2 Corinthians 6:16 As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."    NIV

b. John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. NIV

c. John 6:35-40 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 

d. Verse 40:   For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day." NIV

e. John 14:6-7, 11-14 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 

f. Verse 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.   NIV

4.  THE WALK OF FAITH:  Out of bondage.

a. Our journey is that we must come out of our own Egypt.  What are the things that have held us in captivity, bondage, and slavery?  Alcohol, drugs, porn, addiction, love of money?
b. We must choose to give up our life of sin, pain and despair and walk into the promise land.

c. You have to make the decision to leave your current situation and lifestyle in pursuit of a new and better way.

d. It’s your choice!  No man or no God can force you!  

e. It must be a decision of your own free will!  God doesn’t want puppets.  He wants men and women who freely choose to give their life to him!

f. Many people want to get out of their current condition and circumstances but they don’t have the faith to go into the promised land of blessings that God has for them!

g. The enemy will try and tell you that you are not worthy God won’t do it for you.  He will tell you that it’s impossible.

h. Remember how the Israelites viewed themselves?  “We are grasshoppers in their site.”
i. Hebrews 3:19 So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.  NIV
5.  THE WALLS COME DOWN:  Jesus shouts!

a. Matthew 27:50-54 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!"   NIV

b. That curtain is what separated the holy of holies where the presence of God dwelled.  Once a year the high priest would offer a sacrifice of sin for the people.

c. When Jesus died on the cross He became our sacrifice and forever cleansed us of our sins so we no longer offer the blood of goats or lambs for the forgiveness of sins.  Jesus paid the debt once and for all.

d. This gave us the right to enter into the promises of God’s Word!

e. Hebrews 9:22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
f. Hebrews 9:11-15  When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance-now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. NIV

6.  ENTER THE PROMISED LAND:  A life of blessing through Jesus Christ.
a. How did the children of Israel get into Jericho?  By their hard work, climbing their way over the walls?  No they simply lifted their voices to God!
b. We enter in the exact same way!
c. Romans 10:9-10 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. NIV

d. Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  NIV
e. It’s not by works but it is a gift of God that you can’t earn or buy.  It’s called grace!  God’s undeserved, unmerited, and unearned favor!

7.  KILL THE FLESH:  Destroy the habits.
a. The Israelites had to kill all of the inhabitants.  You have to get rid of those things in your life that will try to come back and steal what God wants you to have!!!!

b. Hebrews 2:14-16  Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-that is, the devil- 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. NIV

c. Colossians 2:15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  NIV

d. Get rid of old ways, old thinking, old friends and old habits.
e. Ephesians 4:22-24  You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  NIV
f. Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  NKJV
8.  HONOR THE LORD.
a. Joshua 6:19 All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury."  NIV
b. Under the new covenant the bar is always set higher.  We not only honor the Lord with our finances but we give him our entire life.  

c. Philippians 2:10-11 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
d. Jesus becomes the Lord of my home, my relationships, my marriage, my finances, my career, my future, my possessions, and every part of my life.
e. In poker terms, “It’s all in.”
f. Everything I have is His and everything He has is mine.
9.  EXPERIENCE A LIFE OF VICTORY.
a. 2 Corinthians 2:14  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ,  NKJV

b. God not only wants us to experience eternal life in heaven but He wants us to victory in our lives here on earth.
c. Yes someday you will go to heaven but God wants you to experience heaven here on Earth!

CLOSING
1. This Book is THE ANSWER TO LIFE!

2. Today you have to decide where you are on this amazing journey.

3. Some of you here are trapped in a life of bondage, pain, and sin.  Jesus gave His life so you wouldn’t have to live in slavery.

4. Some of you here have made Jesus Christ the Lord of your life but then you sat down and stopped your journey.  It is not a one-time experience but a daily relationship with Christ.  Move forward and experience the life of victory He has for you today!
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