Face the Book, Part 6
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FACE THE BOOK

Part 6:  Reflection Continued
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OVERVIEW

One of the most popular internet sites in our culture today is Facebook.  This powerful new series will grab the attention of your community and draw them into a deeper and more committed walk with God.  What would happen if we spent as much time to face the book of God’s Word as we did on Facebook and the internet?  When people understand how powerful this book is and what it can do in their lives it will energize them in their relationship with God.  This six part series will be the spiritual mirror to help your members more clearly understand the Bible, the character of God, and what Jesus Christ accomplished for them. 

RATING

Adults and teenagers

GET READY

A full length mirror.
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Welcome to the final session in our series called Face the Book.
2. As we face God’s Word and look into the mirror to find out who God made us to be and what Jesus Christ has done for us it will change our lives.
3. Let’s read together one of our foundational text for the series.
4. James 1:22-25 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it-he will be blessed in what he does.  NIV
5. [EXAMPLE:  Pull out the mirror once again.]  
6. The key to everything you HEAR today is to take it, apply it, and live it in your daily life.  Otherwise it does us absolutely no good to read our Bibles. It is like looking in this mirror and just moments later forgetting what you look like.
7. Colossians 3:1-3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. NIV
8. Colossians 2:6-7 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  NIV
9. Last week we were talking about who we are “in Christ.”  Our lives are hidden in His.
10. On your handout you see our first three points from last week and today we are picking up with point number four.  [Briefly read through the first three points.]

OUR LIFE IN CHRIST

Review from last week:

1. We move into our new residence.  
2. His life flows through us.  (Think of the womb)
3. We are adopted into the family.

[New points for this week.]
OUR LIFE IN CHRIST

4. (IN CHRIST) We overcome sin.
a. Romans 6:10-14 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. NIV

b. Habits and addictions have no right to operate in you and through you as a child of God. 

c. Sin no longer has dominion, control, or power over you!

d. Romans 8:1-2 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 

e. Colossians 1:13  God rescued us from the dark power of Satan and brought us into the kingdom of his dear Son,  CEV
f. Hebrews 4:14-16 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-yet was without sin. 16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.   NIV

g. What is Jesus saying to us?  “I’ve overcome it all.   Now that you are in me and I’m in you, you can walk in the same victory that I did!”

h. In Christ we have victory and dominion over sin!  You are free!

i. You can choose to leave here and forget what the Word says about you and go crawl back under the rock with your measly habits of sin.

j. OR you can be a doer of the Word!  I challenge you to leave here today and start living, walking, and talking like a man/woman that has been set free!

5. (IN CHRIST) Every need is supplied.
a. [Example]  Remember the baby in the womb?  All of the babies needs are supplied.  Food, water, oxygen, vitamins, and nutrients.

b. We don’t need to be overly concerned about our needs and finances.

c. Philippians 4:19 And my God will meet ALL your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  NIV
d. Is He going to supply according to your standard of income and wealth?  No!  It’s according to His standard of wealth and income.  
e. James 1:16-18 Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth that we might be a kind of first fruits of all he created.  NIV

6. (IN CHRIST) We have peace with God

a. You see, prior to Jesus Christ paying the penalty of sin at the cross for our sins we did not have peace with God.  We were unclean, dirty rotten sinners who desired a relationship with a holy, righteous God.  We were unworthy! 

b. 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.   NIV
c. Ephesians 3:11 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.  NIV
d. God is not mad at you!  God is not out to get you!  There is only love and peace between you and Him because of what Jesus Christ did for us!

e. Colossians 1: 21-22 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.
f. The word “reconcile” means “to restore to friendship or harmony.”

7. (IN CHRIST) We have wisdom, knowledge, and direction in life.

a. 1 Corinthians 2:16  . . . .But we have the mind of Christ.  NIV

b. Colossians 2:2-3  My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. NIV

c. Are you confused?  Get into the Word.

d. Are you struggling in school?  Get into the Word.
e. We have a supernatural guidance direction system!
f. 1 Corinthians 1:24-25 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength. NIV

g. 1 John 2:20 & 27 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.   27 As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit-just as it has taught you, remain in him.  NIV

8. (IN CHRIST) We have safety and protection. 
a. 1 John 4:16-18 God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.  NIV
b. Psalm 27:1-6 The LORD is my light and my salvation--whom shall I fear?  The LORD is the stronghold of my life--of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. 3 Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then will I be confident. 4 One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek:  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. 5 For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock. 6 Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me;  NIV
c. We have nothing to fear.  The same God that created the heavens and the universe is watching over to guard and protect you.

d. If you have trouble going to sleep at night or struggle with the fear I encourage you to read Psalm 91 every day.
9. (IN CHRIST) We have strength and victory!
a. Joel 3:10 Let the weak say, 'I am strong.' "  NKJV
b. It’s in my weakness that I discover His strength.

c. 2 Corinthians 12:10 (Paul Said) “That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”   NIV

d. Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. NKJV
e. 2 Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.   NKJV
f. To those who are in Christ there is nothing impossible to them because they have the God of possibility on their side!
10. (IN CHRIST)  We can do what He did 
a. Acts 11:26 The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.  NIV
b. In other translations it uses the words “little Christ,”

c. Why?  Because the disciples were going and doing the same things that Jesus did when He was on earth.

d. They were healing the sick, casting out devils, and preaching the good news!
e. John 14:12-14 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.  NIV

CLOSE

1. Your greatest challenge is going to be remembering what God’s Word says about you and living it in your daily life.

2. All of these incredible promises of the Bible are true!  Now go and act like you believe it.  Live it, walk it, and talk it every place you go.
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