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Part 5:  Reflection
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OVERVIEW

One of the most popular internet sites in our culture today is Facebook.  This powerful new series will grab the attention of your community and draw them into a deeper and more committed walk with God.  What would happen if we spent as much time to face the book of God’s Word as we did on Facebook and the internet?  When people understand how powerful this book is and what it can do in their lives it will energize them in their relationship with God.  This six part series will be the spiritual mirror to help your members more clearly understand the Bible, the character of God, and what Jesus Christ accomplished for them. 

RATING

Adults and teenagers

GET READY

1. You will need a full length mirror.

2. You will need to secure a pregnant woman who will come up front during service.  
MESSAGE OPENING
1. We are in our series called Face the Book.
2. As we face the Word of God and what it says to us and about us it will bring transformation to our lives!
3. We are going to pick up where we left off last week in the book of James chapter 1.  
4. James 1:22-25 (Let’s read it out loud together) Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it-he will be blessed in what he does.  NIV

5. The title of today’s message is called “Reflection.”

6. [Example: Pull out a full length mirror.]  All of us use a mirror everyday of our lives to check ourselves our physically.  We fix our hair, shave, put on make up, etc.  We use the mirror to improve our physical appearance.
7. This book is the mirror we look into to discover who we are and what we look like spiritually.  The Word of God is our spiritual mirror.
8. As we Face the Book it reveals who we are and God’s promises to us.
MAN IN THE MIRROR 

1. James 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 

a. Definition of Deceive:  To lead into error; to cause to believe what is false, or disbelieve what is true; to impose upon; to mislead; to cheat; to disappoint; to delude; to insnare.

b. What is the deception James is talking about?  That reading and listening to this book will change your life.  

c. Just reading it will NOT change our lives.  Our lives will be transformed by this Book when we DO WHAT IT SAYS!  When we apply these principles into our life.

d. [Example:]  What If I told you that Best Buy was running a special this afternoon?  “If you buy a 24 pack of AA batteries they will give you a 60” HDTV free with your purchase.”  How many of you would act on it and leave right now to go to Best Buy?   I would!  That’s a deal!

e. The Bible is filled with promises and benefits for us as God’s children.  However, it does us no good to just hear about the offer.  We will only reap the benefits when we step out in faith and act on God’s Word. 

2. Verses 23 & 24  “Anyone who listens to the Word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.”
a. Today we are going to help you understand what you look like as we face the book!

b. You have a choice to live, walk, and talk in the way God made you!!

c. What are the results?  Look at verse 25.
3. Verse 25 “But the man who looks intently (Greek:  to lean forward) into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it-he will be blessed in what he does.”  NIV

4. The more time we spend in the Word of God the greater insight we will have to know what we are supposed to look like spiritually.
5. Today and next week I am going to paint an incredible portrait of what this Book says you look like.  
6. Get out your Bible and let’s lay a foundation with several scriptures.

WHAT CHRIST HAS ACCOMPLISHED

Later today I want you to read the entire passage of Ephesians Chapter 2.  For the sake of time let me point out some of the highlights.  

Verse 5 God made us alive with Christ and saved us by grace.

Verse 6 seated us with him in the heavenly realms 

Verse 7 He expressed his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

Verse 8 We were saved by grace, a gift of God 

Verse 10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

Verse 13 in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near 

Verse 14 Jesus is our peace and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 

Verse 16 Jesus reconciled us to God and he put to death the hostility between us. 

Verse 18 Through Christ we have access to the Father by one Spirit.

Verse 19 Christ made us fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 

Verse 22 You too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  
Galatians 2:20-21 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!"  NIV

Colossians 3:1-3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. NIV

1. These Scriptures give us awesome insight to our life in Christ.  
2. [Example:  Bring up a pregnant woman and introduce her to the crowd.]
a. Now we have done something amazing here today.  We have a picture of your baby in the womb. (See PowerPoint slide #10.)  Well maybe this isn’t actually hers, but one very similar.

b. Inside ______________________‘s (name) womb is a baby.  This new, vulnerable life is completely dependent upon what _______________ (name) does, where she goes, what she eats, etc.  This little guy or girl doesn’t have a care in the world.
c. I think this is such a perfect picture of our life and relationship with Jesus Christ.  Colossians said, “Our life is now hidden with Christ in God!”
d. This baby doesn’t worry about anything.  Why?  Because it’s not his job to.  Mom has to be responsible.  It is up to here to take care of everything this tiny life needs.  [Have woman sit down.]
3. Remember what Jesus said?  Matthew 6:25-27   "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?
4. This is the way we are to approach life.  No worries!
5. Let’s now look into the mirror and discover what the Bible has to say about our new life in Christ.
OUR LIFE IN CHRIST

1. We move into our new residence.
a. When we are born again the bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  NIV

b. Paul is preaching at Athens, arguing with the Greek philosophers and introducing them to his God and he brings that truth and reality to them as recorded in the Book of Acts.

c. Acts 17:27-28  God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.'  NIV

d. In Him we LIVE!

e. It is all too easy to live, think, act, walk, talk, and act like the world!  But what this world offers cannot compare to what God has done for us through Jesus Christ.

f. Philippians 3:8-14 (Message Bible)   Yes, all the things I once thought were so important are gone from my life. Compared to the high privilege of knowing Christ Jesus as my Master, firsthand, everything I once thought I had going for me is insignificant--dog dung. I've dumped it all in the trash so that I could embrace Christ I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ-the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.  (I’ve not arrived at my final destination)  But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.   NIV

2. His life flows through us.

a. Think of the baby in the womb.

b. 1 John 4:13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.   NIV

c. 1 Corinthians 1:5-9  For in him you have been enriched in every way . . .
d. Ephesians 1:7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace  NIV

e. 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. NIV

f. Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 

g. Everything that Christ has accomplished was done to provide for us.  His grace, love, mercy, and life are our. 

3. We are adopted into the family.

a. Galatians 4:3-7 So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. 4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.  NIV  

b. Romans 8:15-17 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  NIV

c. Look into the mirror and you should see a resemblance of your Heavenly Father.  

d. DEFINITION OF AN HEIR: 
· A person who inherits or is entitled by law or by the terms of a will to inherit the estate of another.

· A person who succeeds or is in line to succeed to a hereditary rank, title, or office. 

· One who receives or is expected to receive a heritage, as of ideas, from a predecessor.

CLOSE

1. We are out of time and just getting started on the benefits package.

2. Please make plans to be here next week as we pick up where we left off.

3. Once again your challenge this week is to spend some quality time and Face the Book.
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