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FACE THE BOOK

Part 2:  God Revealed
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OVERVIEW
One of the most popular internet sites in our culture today is Facebook.  This powerful new series will grab the attention of your community and draw them into a deeper and more committed walk with God.  What would happen if we spent as much time to face the book of God’s Word as we did on Facebook and the internet?  When people understand how powerful this book is and what it can do in their lives it will energize them in their relationship with God.  This six part series will be the spiritual mirror to help your members more clearly understand the Bible, the character of God, and what Jesus Christ accomplished for them. 

RATING

Adults and teenagers
GET READY

No preparation needed.
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Welcome to part two in our series called “Face the Book.”

2. You have all heard of and some have used facebook.  Some of you are addicted and on facebook for hours a day.

3. “Another friend request!  Wahoo!”  

4. How many of you will admit you are on facebook at least once a day?  Every other day?

5. Let me ask all of us a very challenging question:  “Where would our lives be if for every minute we spent on the internet checking facebook, reading or sending emails, or watching crazy videos on youtube, we would spend equal amounts of time in this book? [Hold up Bible.]

6. The thing that consumes your time will be the guide to your life!  This is a scary statement or a reassuring one, but true.

7. I once had a guy in my church that was consumed with sports, specifically football.  He watched every game, every pre-game and post-game show.  His entire life revolved around when and where football was playing.  It effected when he slept, ate, and even when he would show up for work.  He had a good day when his team won.  His day was ruined when they lost.  That is a lot of power to give people who don’t even know or care that you exist.

8. Today I want to spend some time in “the Book” and allow it to reveal to us who God really is. 

9. Too many times we believe what others say about God versus actually looking into God’s word to find out the truth for ourselves.

10. Jesus said, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  John 8:32
11. Today we are going to look at the seven Hebrew names for God and what they mean.
THE CHARACTER OF GOD
#1   Jehovah Jireh – The Lord our Provider
1. In Genesis 22 we read the account where God challenges Abraham to sacrifice his son, Isaac.  Abraham takes his son to the woods where he gathers wood to sacrifice his son as a burnt offering to the Lord.  He lays Isaac down and piles wood on top of him ready to be obedient to the Lord.  Just as he raises his knife to sacrifice his son, the angel of the Lord calls out, “Do not lay a hand on the boy.  Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."
2. v 13-14 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided."  NIV
3. Philippians 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  NIV
4. 2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  NIV
5. I know some people struggle with that word “rich” so I looked it up in the Greek to find the real meaning.  Guess what?  It means to be rich or wealthy. 
6. But let’s keep reading.  Why does he want us to be rich? 
7. 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:  "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever."   10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. NIV
8. God wants us to be rich so we can be generous and give to others!

9. God wants you to have things, but he doesn’t want things to have you.

#2  Jehovah Nissi – The Lord our Banner  (Victory)
1. This was not always a traditional flag or banner but sometimes it referred to a rod or staff.

2. Exodus 17:9 Moses said to Joshua, "Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands." 
Exodus 17:11-13 As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 12 When Moses' hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up--one on one side, one on the other--so that his hands remained steady till sunset. 13 So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword. NIV

Exodus 17:15-16   Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is my Banner. 16 He said, "For hands were lifted up to the throne of the LORD. The LORD will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation." NIV
3. Every army fights under a flag. 
4. The flag has no power in and of itself.  But it signifies the soldiers have the power and resources provided by that nation they are fighting for.

5. As Christians, we fly God’s flag or banner because we have at our disposal all of God’s strength and resources.
6. 2 Corinthians 2:14  But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.  NIV
7. Numbers 21 Once again the people are complaining and grumbling but this time they face another danger when poisonous snakes begin to bite them and they start to die.
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After confessing their sin to Moses, the Lord told Moses to make a “fiery serpent” and put it on a pole. 

b. Whoever looked at this “banner” would live. 
c. We still see this symbol today at many hospitals and medical centers. 
8. John 3 Nicodemus begins to ask questions about how to enter the kingdom of God. Jesus tells him that he must be “born again” and then in order to drive home the point, Jesus references this event in 

a. Verses 14-15: “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 

b. Jesus is Jehovah Nissi, the banner of salvation. He was lifted up on a piece of wood on a hill, bringing victory over sin and Satan, and those who look to Him will be saved. 
9.  Colossians 2:15 is a wonderful picture of Christ’s triumphant victory: “And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” 

a. The word for “disarmed” is literally “stripped,” as in stripping a defeated enemy of armor on the battlefield. The powers and authorities of this evil world stripped Christ of his clothing and popularity, made a public spectacle of him on the cross, and thought they had triumphed over him by putting Him to death. 

b. We’ll celebrate that on Easter Sunday! Friends, evil no longer has any power over you because Christ has stripped Satan’s weapons and he is now disarmed. 

#3  Jehovah Shalom – The Lord our Peace
1. Judges 6:20-24 The angel of God said to him, "Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth." And Gideon did so. 21 With the tip of the staff that was in his hand, the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the unleavened bread. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the LORD disappeared. 22 When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, "Ah, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!"   23 But the LORD said to him, "Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die." 24 So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.  NIV
2. Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
3. John 14:26-27  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  NIV
#4  Jehovah Ra` ah (raw-aw') The Lord our Shepherd
1. Psalms 23:1-3 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he restores my soul.  NIV

2. John 10:11-15 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me- 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father-and I lay down my life for the sheep.  NIV
3. [Example]  My heart as pastor!  The way a church should operate!!!

#5  Jehovah Shammah – The Lord is There
1. Ezekiel 48:35 "And the name of the city from that time on will be: THE LORD IS THERE." NIV

2. Matt 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  NIV

3. Hebrews 13:5-6 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." 6 So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"  NIV

4. Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  NIV

#6  Jehovah Tsidkenu – The Lord our Righteousness 
1. Jeremiah 23:6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called:  The LORD Our Righteousness.  NIV
2. We don’t stand in our goodness, we stand in HIS goodness
3. Romans 3:21-25 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  NIV
4. 1 Corinthians 15:34 Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame.  NKJV

#7  Jehovah Rapha – The Lord our Healer
1. Oh thank heaven for number seven.
2. Exodus 15:25-26 There the LORD made a decree and a law for them, and there he tested them. 26 He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals you." 

3. Galatians 3:13-14 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."  14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.  NIV

4. 1 Peter 2:24  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.   NIV

CLOSE 
1. Some people say God is a child abuser and puts sickness and disease on his kids.  Others say he puts you through difficult times and wants to keep you poor to keep you humble.  

2. We see and read today about the real character of God.

3. A God who is our provider, our peace, our righteousness, our shepherd, ever present, our victory, and our healer!

4.  In the Book of Psalms chapter 23 we see all seven names revealed in this one passage.

5. Allow me to read it to you and point out the seven character traits of God.

PASLM 23

The LORD is my shepherd, (Jehovah-ra-ah) I shall not be in want. (MY PROVIDER Jehovah-Jireh) 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, (MY Peace Jehovah-Shalom) 

3 he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. (MY Rightesousness- Jehovah-Tsidkenu)  

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; (Jehovah-Shammah - the Lord is present) your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  (Jehovah-Nissi - the Lord our banner) You anoint my head with oil; (MY HEALER Jehovah-Rapha) my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
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