Face the Book, Part 4
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OVERVIEW

One of the most popular internet sites in our culture today is Facebook.  This powerful new series will grab the attention of your community and draw them into a deeper and more committed walk with God.  What would happen if we spent as much time to face the book of God’s Word as we did on Facebook and the internet?  When people understand how powerful this book is and what it can do in their lives it will energize them in their relationship with God.  This six part series will be the spiritual mirror to help your members more clearly understand the Bible, the character of God, and what Jesus Christ accomplished for them. 

RATING

Adults and teenagers
GET READY

You will need one bag of organic fertilizer. 
MESSAGE OPENING
1. Today as we Face the Book we want to take a look at how to apply the principles and values this Book contains.
2. Unless we put this Book into practice it will not do us any good.  This Book can be life changing or a fancy paper weight.
3. What we do with this Book determines how effective it can be in our lives.
4. Remember it’s not the size of your faith it’s the size of what you put your faith into!
5. So let’s take a look at the impact and application of the Word of God in our everyday life.

APPLICATION OF THE BOOK

1.  God’s Word will cause growth and stability.
a. 1 Peter 2:2-3 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. NIV

b. 1 Corinthians 3:6-8 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. NIV

c. When we plant this Book into our lives we will see things in our life begin to grow and develop.  

d. Suddenly we are more patient, kind, forgiving, and loving.  
e. If we’re not the person we want to be we need to “face the book” on a more regular basis.
2.  The quality of fruit in our lives is determined by our faithfulness to God’s Word.     

a. John 15:1-8   "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. NIV.”

b. In the Greek, the word “remain” or “abide” means:  To stay in a given place, state, relation or expectancy.

c. We need to stay put, continue, abide, and make the Word of God our home or dwelling place.
d. Some of you here don’t go a day without getting on facebook.  Approach God’s Word with that same diligence.
3.  Fruit can only grow with consistent light from the Son.

a. John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."   NIV

b. Natural fruit cannot grow in the world without light from the sun.  Spiritual fruit cannot grow without light from the SON.

4. The condition of our heart determines the effectiveness of God’s Word.

a. [READ Mark 4: 1-20.]

b. We see in verse 9 Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
c. [Story]  A middle-aged man was distraught over his wife’s stubborn refusal to admit she had a hearing problem. One day he asked his family doctor for advice how to convince his wife that she has a hearing problem. The doctor promptly told him that when he got home he could confirm the hearing problem by opening the front door and from there asking his wife what’s for dinner.  Then the doctor said, if she doesn’t answer, move closer to the kitchen and repeat the question again.  If she still doesn’t answer, move right up to her ear and whisper in it, “What’s for dinner, honey?” 
In this way, the doctor assured him, she’ll have to admit she has the problem.  So the man raced home with joy in his heart and opened the front door. “What’s for dinner, honey?” he asked. His wife made no reply so he moved closer to the kitchen and asked again. “What’s for dinner, honey?” Again, nothing was said. When he looked into the kitchen sure enough there she was at the kitchen counter. So he tiptoed over to her and whispered in her ear, “What’s for dinner, honey?” She turned and looked at him straight in the eye: “For the 3rd time we’re having MEAT LOAF!”  [source unknown]
d. Path = Hard Soil
· The seed never penetrated the soil of the heart.

· The reality is you can read this Book and end up not getting a thing out of it!

· This soil represents a carnal and flesh controlled individual. 

· They hear the Word of God and it has no effect in their life. It’s like they are numb to it.

· Hosea 10:12 says, “Break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the Lord.” 

e. Rocky Places = Shallow Soil

· On the surface it looks like good soil but when you go down just a few inches it becomes very rocky.

· Why does this plant fail? 

· It was unable to develop a deep root system. When the storms come and the temperature rises, it withers.

· This soil can represent the baby Christian. They have new roots. They want to live for God but when the pressures of this world are on them, they wither and fall.  They revert back to their old ways.

· They look and act like every other Christian but they are shallow.
· Colossians 2:6-7 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  NIV

· Ephesians 3:16-17 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,  NIV

f.  Thorns = Overcrowded Soil

· This soil represents the BUSY Christian. They want to live for God but there are just too many other things going on.

· Other things take priority over their relationship with Christ.

· The weeds and cares of this life overtake and choke the Word.  

· The weeds steal vital nutrients and water from the plant and cause it to become unproductive.  

· The weeds could be our friends, habits, TV, the internet, money, cars, gossip, etc…

· Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. NIV

· 1 Timothy 6: 6-10 But godliness with contentment is great gain.  7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  
g. The Good Soil  = Producing Soil

· This soil represents the mature believer, individuals who hear the Word, accept it, and produce some 30, 60, or 100 times over.

· James 1:21-25   Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  22 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.”

· Many people want the blessings, but they are not willing to put forth the action!

· A person with a heart of good soil is interested in God’s Word; open to the benefits of God’s Word; convicted by God’s Word; and seeks to minimize sin in their lives through God’s Word.  Do you see a pattern here?

· 1 John 3:9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.  NIV
· And our final point for today is. . . .
CLOSE

5. The things in life that stink the most can actually cause us to grow. 

a. They will make us stronger, healthier, and produce more fruit.

b. [Example: Pull out bag of organic fertilizer.]

c. If I open this bag what do you think you will smell?  Something fresh and sweet?

d. What one man sees as waste another man sees as an opportunity for growth.

e. What do we spread around our plants to make them grow?  You got it – manure – the crap of life!  

f. When the world, people, events and situations of life are going to take a dump on you,  you have to decide what you are going to do with it?

g. [Example: Insert a personal story here of a difficult situation you faced and how God used it to grow you stronger.]

h. If we are wise we will allow the things in life that stink the most to cause us to grow stronger.

· Are you just going to sit there in it or use it as an opportunity to make you grow?

· The Chinese character for crisis and opportunity are the same.

· Thomas Edison tried over 1000 times to create the light bulb but never gave up.  Every time it failed he said, “I’ve just learned one more way it doesn’t work.”

i. James 1:2-3 My friends, consider yourselves fortunate when all kinds of trials come your way, for you know that when your faith succeeds in facing such trials, the result is the ability to endure.  GNB
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