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FACE THE BOOK

Part 1:  Say What?
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OVERVIEW

One of the most popular internet sites in our culture today is Facebook.  This powerful new series will grab the attention of your community and draw them into a deeper and more committed walk with God.  What would happen if we spent as much time to face the book of God’s Word as we did on Facebook and the internet?  When people understand how powerful this book is and what it can do in their lives it will energize them in their relationship with God.  This six part series will be the spiritual mirror to help your members more clearly understand the Bible, the character of God, and what Jesus Christ accomplished for them. 

RATING

Adults and teenagers
GET READY

You will need a small flashlight and a large mega flashlight.

MESSAGE OPENING

1. Facebook is a popular internet web communication center.  People share their thoughts, exchange ideas, post pictures, etc….

2. But most of all Facebook is used to connect people.  It connects and builds relationships.  How many of you have over 100 friends on Facebook?  150?  200? 300? 500?  800?

3. One of the main goals is to build friendships.

4. In our new series called “Face the Book” we are going to help you connect with God and build a lifelong friendship with Him.  This book [hold up Bible] will help you build a solid relationship with God and hopefully He will become your number one friend.

5. This is not just a good book or a good read.  It’s not just a book of good thoughts and moral ideas.

6. This is the Word of God.

7. 2 Timothy 3:16-17  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
a. Greek word for breathed:  theopneustos (theh-op'-nyoo-stos); divinely breathed, given by inspiration of God.
8. This book is the best-selling book in the history of the world.
9. It is the most shoplifted book in the history of the world.
10. This one book is actually 66 books wrapped into one.  It contains 773,692 words.  It would take the average person 70 hours to read it aloud.
11. The Bible was written by politicians, statesmen, farmers, fisherman, shepherds, peasants, poets, musicians and tax collectors.
12. It was written in 13 different countries, on 3 different continents: Asia, Africa, Europe.  It was written in 3 different languages: Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic.
13. It was written from people of all walks of life over a span of 1,500 years with amazing accuracy and consistency and it talks about the character and nature of God and His redemptive plan.

14. It talks about marriage, divorce, sex, adultery, parenting, hope, love, lust, greed, guilt, materialism, generosity, healing, forgiveness, prayer, friendship, pride obedience, heaven, hell, lying, murder, stealing, suicide, rape, fear, doubt, worry, miracles, hate, money, criticism, creation, government, submission, ministry, rebellion, peace, leadership, comparisons, joy, discontentment, patience, faithfulness, enjoying life, self control, disasters, injustices, demons, angels, discipleships, disciplines, fasting, honor, mercy, caring for the poor, the widows, those in prison, family, life, death and much more.
15. The Bible is the Word of God.  If we will read it, apply it, and live as it directs us to it will transform our life here on Earth.  

16. How many of you read your Bibles this week?
17. We begin our series this week with part one, which is called, Say What?  [Have everybody say it.]

THE LIGHT OF THE WORD
1. Open in your Bibles to Psalms 119:105  “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” NIV

a. [Example:  Turn off all of the house lights and projector so that it is completely dark and black.]
b. Now there is complete darkness.

c. [Get out a small flash light and shine it around.]  

d. The Word of God brings us insight as to what is the right path to follow.  
e. The more Word we have in our lives the more light we will have.

f. [Now get out your large flashlight and shine it around.] 
g. The more Word we have in our lives the more light we have.
h. [Turn the stage lights on.]

i. [Now turn on the house lights.]

j. In darkness there is confusion.  When we turn on the light it brings clarity of purpose for our lives.
2. The more Word we have in our lives the more direction we will have. 
3. To live without this Book in our lives is to live in darkness and confusion.
4. Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  NIV 
5. Ephesians 6:17-18 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.  NIV

a. A sword is used to protect, defend, and attack. 

b. This book is powerful.  [Example:  Attempt to cut someone with your Bible.]

c. Why didn’t I cut his/her arm off if it is like a sword?  Because the power of this Book is not in the paper and leather it is recorded on, but when we speak and release these words into our life.

d. The power is in the spoken word.  When we speak God’s Word we put our words in agreement with Him.
6. Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word (RHEMA) of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.  NKJV

a.  NIV – “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.”

b. Notice, the power is in the spoken Word of God.

c. Look at creation.  Did God make everything we see in our universe out of a mega Play-doh set? 

d. What does Genesis chapter one say?  “And God said … Let there be light . . . And God said. . . And God said . . . 
e. When we speak the Word of God it comes alive and active

f. The Greek word for “Word” is “rhema.”  It denotes "that which is spoken, what is uttered in speech or writing"; in the singular, "a word," 

g. Let’s take a look at the life and ministry of Jesus.

LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS

Let’s take a look at the life and ministry of Jesus to see how he operated in this world.  He is our example to follow.
HANDICAPPED  Matthew 9:6-8 Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go home." 7 And the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to men.  NIV

SHRIVELED HAND  Matt 12:9-10, 13-14 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a man with a shriveled hand was there.    13 Then he said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." So he stretched it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other.  NIV

STORMS  Mark 4:35-41 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side." 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?"   39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.  40 He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"  41 They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"  NIV

LEPROSY  Mark 1:40-42  40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, "If you are willing, you can make me clean." 41 Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.  NIV

DEMON POSSESSED  Matt 8:16 When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.  NIV

SERVANT  Luke 7:6-10 He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed.   8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel." 10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.  NIV

TREE  Mark 11:12-22 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again." And his disciples heard him say it. 

19 When evening came, they went out of the city. 20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21 Peter remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!" 22 "Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 23 "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 

NIV

· All of these miracles and healings took place as Jesus spoke and released the power of God through His words.

· The same is true for you and me.  In fact, the greatest miracle of all miracles takes place every day by speaking words!

THE MIRACLE OF SALVATION

Romans 10:8-13 But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile-the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  NIV

· Many people believe in God and Jesus Christ yet not everyone confesses him as Lord!

· The greatest miracle of all miracles is the surrendering of our life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ!

GUARD OUR TONGUE 

1. If words are so important and powerful then we have to be careful what words we allow to come out of our mouth.  

2. James 3:9-12 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness.   10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 12 My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.  NIV

3. Ephesians 4:29-30 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  NIV

4. Matthew 12:36-37 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."  NIV

5. Just as God framed our world and universe by His words, we can frame our world around us by the words of our mouth.

6. We can choose to either speak in agreement with our faith in God’s Word or we speak doubt and unbelief.

CLOSE
1. I challenge you to take an inventory of your words today.
2. I dare you to dig into God’s Word this week and read your Bibles.
3. I pray when you Face the Book that you will begin to see the many amazing things God has to say about you!
4. Close in prayer.
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