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FOREWORD

I think every ISKCON devotee will always remember where he
was and what he was doing at the precise moment he learned of
Srila Prabhupada’s departure. At our Nairobi temple we were
just about to begin margala drati when a call came from far
away Los Angeles from Srila Rameévara Maharaja. It was
probably as difficult for him to tell me the news as it was for me
to accept it. | had always thought that Srila Prabhupada would
never die. Of course, Srila Prabhupada had been very ill for
many months, but just as an ordinary person, blinded by
material affection, thinks he won't die, so out of attachment for
Srila Prabhupada, I was imagining that he would never leave
us, that he would get his health back soon, and that everything
would then go on forever without any disturbance.

So I was shocked, and I tried to get myself together. Since
someone had to give the morning Bhagavatam class, I accepted.
We were reading in the First Canto, the story of how Narada
Muni became a pure devotee. That morning’s verse was a
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statement by Narada Muni: “Once only by their permission I
took the remnants of their food, and by so doing all my sins
were at once eradicated. Thus being engaged, I became purified
in heart, and at that time the very nature of the transcendentalist
became attractive to me.” Narada had been an ordinary boy
from a sudra family, but by associating with pure devotees, by
hearing them chant and speak, and by eating the remnants
from their plates, he became completely purified of all his sins
and was converted to spiritual life. Simply by associating with
these pure devotees, he became qualified to enter into pure
devotional service.

So I read the purport to this verse, and as I was reading I
came to the word “bhaktivedantas.” Several times these pure
devotees were referred to as “bhaktivedantas.” And when I
came to this word, I couldn’t go on reading the purport aloud.
sobbed. Why this verse today? I thought about how this story
of Narada was the story of my life, the story of all of us—of
how this Krsna consciousness movement began; and to be
reminded of it in this way was very painful. We were also the
sons of sudras, ordinary American youths who had somehow
or other come in contact with a Bhaktivedanta.

When 1 first met His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, he was living in a helpless, humble, but
totally dedicated way, and he allowed us to associate intimately
with him. We lived with him, we served him, we even nursed
him; and by that association we became Krsna conscious. Now
suddenly he was gone—such a great personality, such a truly
great personality. So it is a great fortune that we can turn to this
present volume for understanding the passing of His Divine
Grace Om Visnupada Paramaharmsa Parivrajakicarya
Astottara-sata Sri Srimad A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maha-
raja Prabhupada.

Srila Prabhupada wasn'’t forced to die like an ordinary
conditioned soul. He left this world by his own choice. And, as
Srila Satsvaripa dasa Goswami points out, by doing so he
helped us increase our love for him even more. Personally, I
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was closely associated with Srila Prabhupada from the very
beginning, and naturally I feel very much the pain of being
away from him for so long. But Srila Satsvarapa dasa Go-
swami’s book has helped me cope with Srila Prabhupada’s dis-
appearance by seeing it from the transcendental viewpoint of
the scriptures; and this has given me an impetus to carry on
with my work enthusiastically. I think that all devotees will
welcome this book as an added impetus for remembering Srila
Prabhupada and keeping him the center of their Krsna con-
scious life. Previously we had coined a phrase for this kind of
attitude: “Prabhupada consciousness.” We cannot be Krsna
conscious without being Prabhupada conscious. “Prabhupada
consciousness” means that, while performing some devotional
practice, you think how wonderful it is that Srila Prabhupada
has given you this practice. For instance, if while chanting Hare
Krsna you think of how wonderful it is that Srila Prabhupada
has given you Krsna’s name to chant, or if while worshiping
the Deity you think of how kind Srila Prabhupada was to have
given you the Deity of Krsna to worship, then that is Prabhu-
pada consciousness. It means to appreciate Srila Prabhupada.

And the present volume is important in helping us cultivate
and deepen that appreciation.

He Lives Foreveris a book for every devotee. Srila Satsva-
riipa dasa Goswami delivered these talks in Dallas, shortly
after Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance. Carefully, he explained
about Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance so that there would be
no chance for anyone to become disillusioned or bewildered.
These were and continue to be very important instructions.

His Divine Grace Srila Satsvariipa dasa Goswami Maha-
raja has also presented this book for his disciples. He wants his
disciples to thoroughly understand all aspects of spiritual life—
as is evidenced by his recently published Handbook of Krsna
Consciousness—and what aspect could be more important than
the disappearance of His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, who
gave us Krsna consciousness? It was Srila Prabhupada who
came alone to the Western world and founded the Krsna con-
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sciousness movement. It was he who traveled to India, Europe,
Southeast Asia, South America, Australia, and Africa, preach-
ing love of God, and all the while writing volume after volume
on the philosophy of Krsna consciousness as well as conducting
a massive correspondence—over eight thousand letters—to
instruct, counsel, inspire, chastise, and forgive his disciples and
to expand his movement. It was Srila Prabhupada who super-
vised the construction of ISKCON projects in India and gave
impetus to a full range of spiritual programs, including schools,
farms, a research institute, profuse literature distribution, inter-
national food relief, and all aspects of art and culture. And it
was His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada who empowered Srila
Satsvaripa dasa Goswami, and other leading disciples, to
become spiritual masters themselves, to initiate disciples and
bring them back to Godhead and thereby expand the Krsna
consciousness movement and fructify the work to which he
had uncompromisingly given himself.

In this book, He Lives Forever, all the disciples of Srila
Satsvariipa dasa Goswami now have the opportunity to
thoroughly understand Srila Prabhupada, their grand-guru,
through their own guru, because Srila Satsvariipa dasa Go-
swami is made of Srila Prabhupada. It is to Srila Prabhupada
that Srila Satsvariipa dasa Goswami completely surrendered.
And here in this present volume, he is inviting all of us to
understand that truly great, rare spiritual personality, Srila
Prabhupada.

Of course, Srila Prabhupada lives forever, and we can live
with him if we follow his instructions. This is our chance to
reunite with him within this very lifetime as well as in the next.
Srila Prabhupada’s instructions are nondifferent from his self.
You cannot separate Srila Prabhupada the person from Srila
Prabhupada’s work —what he spoke and wrote. This is asso-
ciation in separation. By following completely with pure heart
and without distraction the instructions he has given us, then
we will go to Srila Prabhupada again.



FOREWORD ix

Srila Prabhupada asked Srila Satsvariipa dasa Goswami
to write many books, an order which he is assiduously carrying
out. In presenting Srila Prabhupada’s authorized biography, he
is helping us know Srila Prabhupada more fully. He is carefully
researching and recording Srila Prabhupada’s life and medi-
tating on Srila Prabhupada’s mission, thus giving us the tran-
scendental significance of the great soul who walked among us.
Therefore, his writings are greatly appreciated by the inter-
national Vaisnava community, and his disciples have fittingly
honored him by offering their obeisances to their spiritual
master with the following mantra:

satsvariipabhidham vande vinitam sadhu-bhiisanam
bhakti-granthana-naipunyarn bhaktivedanta-siksitam

“I offer my respectful obeisances to His Divine Grace Srila
Satsvaripa dasa Goswami. He is very humble, and he is decor-
ated with the ornaments of the sadhu’s saintly qualities. He has
been carefully trained by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, and he is expert in composing literary
works glorifying the path of devotional service to Krsna.”

I am very happy to have the opportunity to request all
devotees to take advantage of this important book. Personally,
I am indebted to Srila Satsvaripa dasa Goswami because he is
helping me understand my spiritual master by his words here
presented and by his pure, undeviating devotional service
rendered without any sense gratification to His Divine Grace
Srila Prabhupada.

Srila Prabhupada ki jaya.

Srila Satsvaripa dasa Goswami ki jaya.

Guru-parampard ki jaya.

Bhakta-vrnda ki jaya.

Brahmananda Swami

July 6, 1979
Radha-Govinda Mandir, New York City



PREFACE

My spiritual master came into this world to execute the mission
of Caitanya Mahdprabhu. He executed it, and when it was
required, he left this place and went to another place—to do
the same business. It is called nitya-lila. Just like the sun rises at
six o’clock, and when it is seven o’clock here, it is six o'clock in
another place, and it is eight o'clock in another place. So we
have no reason to lament over his disappearance. We should
simply remember his activities. That is required. Vaisnavera
kriya madha vijiie na bhujhaya. We cannot understand the
activities of the Vaisnava. But a Vaisnava comes for some
particular mission. (From a lecture by His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, delivered February 8, 1977,
in Mayapur, India, on the Appearance Day of his spiritual
master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.)

This book has two purposes: to arouse our transcendental
feelings of separation from a great personality, Srila Prabhu-
pada, and to encourage all sincere seekers of the Absolute

xi
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Truth to go forward like an army under the banner of His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and the
Krsna consciousness movement.

The statements I have made herein are not my private
opinions, but are, among Srila Prabhupada’s disciples, standard
responses to His Divine Grace’s disappearance; and they are in
accord with the direction of the scriptures regarding how a
disciple should behave upon the departure of his spiritual
master. The scriptural references that form the basis for this
collection of lectures are the same verses discussed by thousands
of Prabhupada’s disciples at the time of his disappearance in™~
November, 1977. At that time, as the painful news spread
around the world, those who knew and loved Srila Prabhupada
were gripped by a fearful, unrestricted grief. “On that day, O
my master, I made a cry of grief; I was not able to tolerate the
absence of you, my guru.”! At that time, we saw everything
around us in the overwhelming atmosphere of separation from
our spiritual master. As one Vaisnava poet says, “My spiritual
master has just left this world. Now when I visit Radhd-kunda,
it appears to me like the gaping jaws of some monster. And
when I see Govardhana Hill, it appears to be rearing before me
like a python.” Even I, who consider myself a poor follower,
could speak of no other topic in my morning lectures for the
next month. This was the only thing that seemed to have any
importance: Prabhupdda is gone. What does it mean? What
will we do now? -

Then the days of grief turned into the second week of
December and the Christmas holidays, the time when ISKCON
devotees all over the world dedicate themselves to distributing
Srila Prabhupada’s books in “marathon” efforts. Would we not
have a marathon immediately after Srila Prabhupada’s dis-
appearance? Certainly we would. Our leading book distributors
seized the opportunity to urge us more than ever: “Now, let us

1 Sri Vydsa-piija, Vaisistyastakam 1.1, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada (Los Angeles: The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, 1978),
p. 20.



PREFACE xiii

prove that in Srila Prabhupada’s physical absence we can follow
his transcendental instructions.” And that year saw the biggest
wave ever in the history of our book distribution, as hundreds
of thousands of pieces of literature, Prabhupada’s books, were
distributed during the holidays. It was certain proof that al-
though we were greatly distressed by Prabhupada’s disappear-
ance, through his teachings we were revived, in his teachings
he lived, and by following them we were with him. The waves
of the Krsna consciousness movement have continued to in-
crease and should go on increasing, because following Srila
Prabhupada’s order in separation is the substance of our rela-
tionship with him.

Nevertheless, it is a fact that the world is now bereft of its
greatest spiritual leader, and this is no small loss. The Vedic
literature describes this present Age of Kali (quarrel and hypoc-
risy) as the most disturbed and degraded time, and anyone can
see that the world situation is now critical. Potentially, Srila
Prabhupada’s disappearance is a world catastrophe, because
without his guidance there will be no hope of peace and well-
being —there can only be destruction. Although we have Srila
Prabhupada’s instructions—and if we follow them he is still
there to guide us—if we deviate, he is no longer present to
redirect us. It is now entirely the legacy of his disciples to
strictly carry out his orders and to protect and enlarge his
mission and turn the tide of the times.

Srila Prabhupada’s instructions to me on June 21, 1974, in
Melbourne, Australia, convey his vision for the future of Krsna
consciousness and the world. I said to Srila Prabhupada, “Devo-
tees sometimes think we are planning for the long-term future
when we distribute our books to schools and libraries; but if
everything is going to end in nuclear war. . .” "

“Assure them,” said Srila Prabhupada, “that there will be
no nuclear war if they take to Krsna consciousness. And even if
there is nuclear war, that is not going to end everything. For-
merly there was the brahmadstra [a weapon of Vedic times
similar to today’s nuclear bomb]. Everything is under the
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control of the Supreme Lord. We are not afraid of the nuclear
bomb, because the soul cannot be killed by the atom bomb. Do
you know that? Have you read it? So what do they want to do
in fear of the nuclear bomb —to sit down and do nothing and
cry?”

I said, “Well, we are asking people to invest in sixty
volumes of Srimad-Bhagavatam, but they might say, ‘I don’t
want to make such a long-term investment in the future, because
there is nuclear war ahead.”

“Then why are they going to the University? Why don’t
they stop eating? Do they mean one should not go for an
education and should not have any hope and should stop
everything?”

“Yes,” I said, “some think like that—that it is doom.”

Srila Prabhupada expressed concern for people’s having
been put into such a consciousness. Then he repeated that I
should assure people that there will not be such a war if they
become Krsna conscious. “In fact, because of our Krsna con-
sciousness movement, there will be no nuclear war. But if there
is, the soul cannot be killed, so we are not afraid the bomb will
kill the soul.’2

So even though the world situation is bad and worsening
because of the influence of the Age of Kali, we should know
that Srila Prabhupada had full faith in the process of Krsna
consciousness. If we follow him, certainly we will receive
Krsna’s blessings, and the collision course of the world will be
changed.

This book is intended for all thoughtful persons. It is not
only for Srila Prabhupada’s disciples and followers, but for
anyone who is willing to hear the science of spiritual life.
According to the Srz'mad-Bhdgavatam, unless a human being is
eager to inquire into the Absolute Truth and take up devotional
service under the Supreme Personality of Godhead, then he is
no better than an animal. The reader of these lectures should

2Goswami, Satsvariipa dasa, A Handbook for Krsna Conscious-
ness (Philadelphia: Bala Books, 1979) p. 352.
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approach His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada directly by read-
ing his translations and commentaries of the Vedic literature:
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Caitanya-
caritamrta, Nectar of Devotion, and many other books (all
published by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust) and should under-
stand further the eternal, blissful realm of Krsna consciousness.

I gratefully acknowledge the enthusiasm of Yogesvara
dasa, my Godbrother, who first encouraged me to print this
little book. I also extend my thanks to Mandalesvara dasa,
whose editing has presented the lectures in a more literary
form, and to his wife, Vimala-devi dasi, and the other workers
of ISKCON Press who saw the manuscript through its stages of
production.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
SDG
July 6, 1979
Ekadasi, beginning of Caturmdasya Vrata

Gita-nagari Farm Project
Port Royal, Pennsylvania



SRILA PRABHUPADA

considered it significant that in the year of his birth

(1896), the message of Krsna consciousness went to the
West in the form of a small book by the great Bhaktivinoda
Thakura. A year later Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s book The Life
and Precepts of Lord Caitanya gained a place in the library of
McGill College, in Montreal, Canada. The volume fore-
shadowed the flood of love of God that would come seventy
years later from Srila Prabhupada’s own publishing house, the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.

We cannot write the biography of a pure devotee from the
mundane viewpoint. After all, the pure devotee is eternally
liberated (nitya-mukta), and it is offensive for the disciple to
think of his spiritual master as an ordinary person. Srila Prabhu-
pada took his birth in a Vaisnava family, and his father was a
pure devotee. So from the very beginning of his life, he was
hearing about Krsna. His dedication of the Krsnabook reads:

H is Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

1
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To my father, Gour Mohan De (1849-1930), a pure
devotee of Krsna, who raised me as a Krsna conscious
child from the beginning of my life. In my boyhood
ages he instructed me how to play the mrdarnga. He
gave me Radha-Krsna vigraha to worship, and he
gave me Jagannatha-Ratha to duly observe the festival
as my childhood play. He was kind to me, and I
imbibed from him the ideas later on solidified by my
spiritual master, the eternal father.

Srila Prabhupada described his mother as always being
concerned for his health and well-being. “If my mother were
alive today, she would be happy just to see that I am living.”
Prabhupada was named Abhay Charan De (a name of Krsna
which means that His lotus feet give protection from all fear).
His father would say to sadhus who visited their home, “Please
pray that my son, Abhay Charan, can become a pure devotee
of Radharani” Srila Prabhupada described many boyhood ac-
tivities such as asking his father to buy him two water pistols.
(“Why two?” “Because I have two hands.’) Also, as a small
child he insisted on performing a six-day Ratha-yatra festival
in honor of Lord Krsna and engaged both his young neighbor-
hood friends and adults in cooking prasada for the festival and
marching in the parade. One of his early memories is of trying
to fly a kite. When it would not take flight he and his sister ran
with the kite and prayed, “Dear God, please let it fly” As a
small boy he used to consult the train schedules and meditate
on how he could save the fare to go from his native Calcutta to
Vrndavana, the site of Lord Krsna’s eternal pastimes. Our
spiritual master once said, “I cannot remember a time when I
was not Krsna conscious.” Srila Prabhupada offered memories
from his own life to illustrate the Bhagavad-gita teaching that
the self remains the same although the body changes from
boyhood to youth (dehino smin yatha dehe kaumaram yau-
vanarh jard). And so he remembered the time of a plague in
Calcutta. In order to end the plague, a local babdjiorganized a
mass kirtana. Srila Prabhupada remembered that at the time he
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was only half as tall as most adults, and he was trying to look
out the window at the harinama kirtana party. From boyhood
to youth he was always Krsna conscious.

The main influence of his early years was his father, a pure
devotee, a loving guide, who arranged for his son’s worship of
Radha-Krsna and Lord Jagannatha, mrdariga playing for kir-
tanas, and even a marriage which would be most beneficial for
his son’s Krsna consciousness. Srila Prabhupada related that
there were two girls being discussed as possibilities for his
marriage. One girl was very beautiful looking, the other not so
much. When Abhay Charan De heard that his father wanted
him to marry the less beautiful girl he thought, “No, I don’t
want to marry her.” But his father spoke to him and explained
that if he married a wife who was very beautiful he would
become too much attached to her and would never be able to
leave her even later in life when a man is supposed to accept the
renounced order. Gour Mohan De’s parental dealings (and
their results) show that he was a genius in preparing his son to
become a great disciple of a great spiritual master.

Srila Prabhupada attended Scottish Church College in
Calcutta, which was taught by British professors. Once one
such professor attempted to discredit the philosophy of karma,
from the Christian viewpoint, by saying, “How could a person
be awarded the results of all his activities in the form of karma?
Many of our actions are not remembered or even witnessed by
anyone. If in court there are no witnesses, no judgment can be
given.” Srila Prabhupada said that at the time he did not make
an argumentative reply, but he shows us that the challenge
from his boyhood professor is certainly defeated when one
understands the position of Supersoul, the expansion of the
Supreme Lord who is within everyone’s heart and who wit-
nesses all by His all-pervading knowledge and who awards
everyone his next life through the agency of material nature or
karma. It is the Lord in the heart who witnesses all our actions,
and He is completely competent to award us our next life based
on what He has witnessed. Even hearing from his European
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professor, there was no question of Srila Prabhupada’s being
affected by materialistic ideas. To one who imbibes Vedic
culture in an atmosphere of love, and who grasps the transcen-
dental science with his intelligence, there is never doubt or a
falldown from the truth.

Although in this period of growing up Srila Prabhupada
entered marriage and business and even made political affilia-
tion—he relates that he never at any time in his life smoked
cigarettes or even drank coffee or tea. Of course, more and
more so-called Hindus do these illicit practices under the in-
fluence of the materialistic age, but Srila Prabhupada was never
such a “Hindu” but always a pure Vaisnava, one who follows
the essence of the original culture of India—love of Krsna.
According to Lord Caitanya, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, that original culture (Veda) is not intended only for
Indians, but is to be spread all over the world, especially by
those persons fortunate enough to be born in the land of
Bharata-varsa (India).

Abhay Charan graduated from college majoring in psy-
chology and philosophy and entered a business occupation
before he was hardly twenty years old. Through an intimate
friend of the family, he was appointed a manager in the chemical
firm of a well-known physician-chemist, Dr. Bhosh.

In 1922, as a “newly married young man, and one of the
managers of Dr. Bhosh’s laboratory in Calcutta,” Abhay Charan
“addicted to Gandhi’s movement and dressed in white khadi,”
met the personality who was to become his spiritual master, by
the arrangement of providence. A friend insisted that he visit
the most learned Vaisnava scholar and devotee of the age,
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. At the first meeting Bhak-
tisiddhanta Sarasvati asked Srila Prabhupada, as an educated
young man, to bring the spiritual knowledge of India’s Vedas,
Krsna consciousness, to the West. Abhay Charan objected,
saying that first India must become politically independent
before others will listen to her. Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
pointed out that political dependence or supremacy was a
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temporary thing of no importance compared to knowledge of
the soul and God, which alone can solve all problems of
humanity. Srila Prabhupada relates that he was defeated by
this argument and very much impressed with his future spiritual
master’s transcendental wisdom. Srila Prabhupada wrote,

I was convinced that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mes-
sage is the only panacea for suffering humanity. I was
also convinced that the message of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu was then in the hands of a very expert devotee
and that surely the message of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu would spread all over the world.

Because of his immediate household engagements, Srila
Prabhupada could not at once take up the order given to him at
their first meeting, but he relates that he always meditated on
how he might do so. He would always remember the impression
of meeting the saintly person who eventually became his spiri-
tual master, and whose order became his life and soul. Srila
Prabhupada began his own business, selling medicinal products,
and at the same time he assisted in the activities of Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati's preaching mission, the Gaudiya Math.
He was formally initiated by his spiritual master in 1933.
Desiring to do more direct service for his guru, he wrote to him
in 1936 asking what he could do, and received the same order
given at his first meeting with Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. In a
letter dated just two weeks before his departure from this mortal
world, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati once again implored, “Teach
Krsna consciousness to the English-speaking people.” Srila
Prabhupada began the fortnightly journal Back to Godhead in
1944.

Srila Prabhupada met with his spiritual master no more
than a dozen times. In the days Srila Bhaktisiddhanta was
living in this world, Srila Prabhupada was not one of the san-
nydsis who lived with the spiritual master; thus it may not have
been clear that, on the order of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, this
disciple, out of all others, would do the most to spread pure
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Krsna consciousness all over the world. But there were signs
even in the beginning. Srila Prabhupada was very much at-
tached to hearing his spiritual master speak. Srila Prabhupada
explained that although at first he could not understand him,
he would listen attentively whenever his spiritual master spoke
and would remain listening even after most others had left.
“Because I was good at sravanam (hearing),” Srila Prabhupada
said, “now I am good at kirtanam (chanting or speaking Krsna
consciousness).” One time he wrote a poem which contained
the couplet “Absolute is sentient thou hast proved / Impersonal
calamity thou hast removed,” and his spiritual master was very
pleased with this and would show it to all his guests. In this
way, Srila Prabhupada demonstrated that he knew the mind of
his spiritual master. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta was a very bold
preacher who did not like his disciples to compromise—he
wanted to defeat Maydvadi impersonalism and establish the
eternal truth of the soul in relation to Krsna. In preaching he
particularly stressed the writing, printing, and distributing of
books. So from his first efforts with Back to Godhead, in 1944,
Srila Prabhupada showed he knew the real desire of his spiritual
master.

In 1959, Srila Prabhupada accepted sannyasa, the re-
nounced order, and began living alone in Radha-Damodara
temple in Vrndavana and translating the 5r1‘mad-Bhdgavatam
into English. He managed to raise funds to publish three vol-
umes and then in 1965 he decided to travel to the United States.
A friend offered free passage on a ship. Now, at this time Srila
Prabhupada was seventy years old, retired from material ac-
tivity and living in the sacred land of Vrndavana. After so
many years, why would he decide to travel to America? What
hope had he, as alone sannyadsi, of creating any interest among
the American people, who have always been fully immersed in
what Vedic culture considers the four pillars of sinful life—meat
eating, illicit sex, gambling and intoxication? Mundane bio-
graphers would like to speculate and present their psychological
theories on the life of Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada; why
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he waited, prepared himself, and then left for America with
virtually no support or much chance for success. But the
movements of persons completely surrendered to the guru and
Krsna cannot be understood by such speculative methods. It is
a fact that the Absolute Truth, Supreme Personality of God-
head, cannot be known by the material argument or sensual
inspection, and similarly the servant of the Absolute Truth can
also never be known by any means except devotion (bhaktya
mam abhijandti).

yanra citte krsna-premd karaye udaya
tanra vakya, kriyd, mudra vijfieha na bujhaya

“Even the most learned man cannot understand the words,
activities, and symptoms of a person situated in love of God-
head.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 23.39)

Social historians have noted, however, that the arrival of
Srila Prabhupada and Krsna consciousness to New York City
in 1965 —just when the youth of America were experiencing a
spiritual crisis, the “hip” search for meaning beyond matter —
couldn’t have been better timed. In other words, even from the
mundane historical point of view, Srila Prabhupada’s coming
to America in 1965 seemed truly providential; it was Krsna's
arrangement for inaugurating the Hare Krsna movement in the
Western world.

During the two-week voyage to America, Srila Prabhu-
pada cooked for himself aboard the Jaladuta. He became sea-
sick, however, and wrote in his diary that only by reading
Caitanya-caritamrta did he feel solace. The ship arrived in
Boston harbor, Commonwealth Pier, on September 17, 1965,
for a short stop en route to New York. Srila Prabhupada
expressed his helpless dependence on the will of Krsna in a
poem he wrote while in the Boston harbor. Although feeling
insignificant, he had courage and absolute confidence that the
message of Srimad-Bhiagavatam would appeal even to persons
here in America, a land of demoniac living. Because everyone
is the eternal servant of Krsna, Srila Prabhupada was convinced
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that Krsna consciousness would clean the Americans’ hearts
and appeal to their original spiritual nature. He arrived in New
York with only forty rupees (approximately five dollars). Srila
Prabhupada said that coming off the ship, he did not know
where to go, whether to turn left or right. He did have a patron
whom he had never met, a Mr. Agarwal of Pennsylvania, whose
invitation had enabled him to visit the United States. So Srila
Prabhupada took a bus to Butler, Pennsylvania, the home of
his patron. In the first Western-world news release about Srila
Prabhupada, the Butler Eagle printed this article, entitled “Am-
bassador of Bhakti-yoga”:

A slightly brown man in faded orange drapes wearing
white bathing shoes stepped out of a compact car
yesterday and into the Butler YMCA to attend a meet-
ing. He is A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swamiji, a messenger
from India to the peoples of the West.

‘My mission is to revive people’s God-conscious-
ness, says the Swamiji. ‘God is the Father of all living
beings, in thousands of different forms, he explains.
‘Human life is a stage of perfection in evolution; if we
miss the message, back we go through the process
again.

He believes that the highest possible state will be to
go to God, or eternal life.

After staying in Butler, Srila Prabhupada was invited to stay at
the New York country-asrama of a Westernized Indian guru.
This guru had been in the United States for some time, and he
had a small following. He informed Srila Prabhupada that in
order to live in the West one had to take to Western habits—
meat-eating, drinking liquor, dressing the Western way. He
even attempted to show Srila Prabhupada how to eat with a
knife and fork. But rather than take to the Western habits, Srila
Prabhupada cooked the Vedic way (dahl, rice, and capatis),
offered the food to Krsna, and distributed it to the dsrama
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members, who were all very pleased. They had never before
tasted Krsna prasdada. Even the Westernized guru admitted that
he became healthy only when he ate the food prepared by
Prabhupada.

Still without any secure position, Srila Prabhupada moved
to a small apartment in upper Manhattan and supported himself
by whatever books he could sell. He had brought with him a
number of three-volume sets of Srimad-Bhagavatam, and by
occasional sales of these books he managed to push on. But one
day all his belongings, including a donated typewriter and tape
recorder, were stolen from his room.

Next, a young man invited him to share his loft located on
the Bowery. A storekeeper who had made Srila Prabhupada'’s
acquaintance heard of his proposed move and objected, “No,
Swami, you can’t go to the Bowery! It’s the worst place!” But
the pure devotee had no other invitations, so he moved into the
Bowery loft and began holding classes in the Bhagavad-gita.
Srila Prabhupada related that although there were usually
derelicts lying on the street in front of his door, they would get
up and clean a way for him when he came by and they greeted
him in a gentlemanly way. But Srila Prabhupada’s host (a con-
sumer of LSD) became crazy, and Srila Prabhupada could no
longer stay in the Bowery loft.

In July 1966, Srila Prabhupada obtained a storefront with
arear apartment at 26 Second Avenue, on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side. A friend donated the first month’s rent, and Srila
Prabhupada made the storefront into the first center of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness—ISKCON,
Inc.—based on the principles of bhakti-yoga taught by Lord
Krsna in the Bhagavad-gita. Srila Prabhupada taught classes
every morning at 6:00 A.M. and Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday at 7:00 P. M. Also, he introduced the chanting of the
Hare Krsna mantra. A group of about a dozen young people,
mostly boys, regularly attended. After a couple of months, he
offered initiation, and Srila Prabhupada’s first American dis-
ciples were born.
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In those days of ISKCON’s infancy, Srila Prabhupada
personally managed all affairs. It was he who did the cooking
for the devotees, he who played the drum and chanted, he who
gave all the lectures, he who personally handled all petty cash
expenditures, answered the phone, typed the manuscripts and
letters, mailed the letters, cleaned, worshiped, etc. He worked
with the strength of a young man. By material standards he
overworked. His first students were mainly ex-hippies and knew
nothing of Vedic culture and practices. Everything had to come
gradually and Srila Prabhupada tolerated all the ignorant
offenses of his disciples. He only wanted to see that they were
happy, engaging in chanting Hare Krsna and serving the spiri-
tual master.

Srila Prabhupada’s biography from 1966 is inseparable
from the life and growth of ISKCON and the publication of his
books. .

Thus the milestones in Srila Prabhupada’s life include these
events: 1967—opening temples in San Francisco, Montreal,
and Boston; 1968 —opening centers in Los Angeles, Detroit,
Philadelphia, and other cities; 1968 —the first Ratha-yatra
festival, in San Francisco. The most significant dates in his life
are the publication dates of his books, which came in a steady
stream, quickly increasing to a torrent: Bhagavad-gita As It Is
1968; Teachings of Lord Caitanya 1968; Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead 1970; The Nectar of Devotion 1970
(more and more books). For the past ten years, he had traveled
around the world by jet many times, opening centers, visiting
disciples, and managing the affairs of the society in person and
by mail. Yet, wherever he was, he translated at night by speak-
ing into a dictaphone. He usually took his evening rest at
around 10 or 11 P. M. and then rose at 1 or 2 A.M. to translate
the verses of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Wherever he went he took
the dictaphone with him and translated, even if only a single
page was done in a night. “Little drops of water wear away the
stone,” he said. “In this way I have written all these books.”
There are now almost a hundred established centers and fifty
published volumes of books.
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Srila Prabhupada had also invested much energy in bring-
ing Krsna consciousness back to India. Some of his Western
spiritual children, disciples of ISKCON, joined with Srila
Prabhupada in 1970 when he returned to India to revive the
original Vedic culture. Especially in India he continued to
personally manage the affairs of his institution, and with great
struggle he began temples and centers in Mayapur, Vrndavana,
Bombay, etc. He had erected two pilgrimage sites with gorgeous
temples capable of accommodating hundreds of devotees at
Mayapur and Vrndavana, so that his Western disciples can go
at least yearly and receive the blessings of such holy sites. Srila
Prabhupada’s plans for the future development of Mayapur,
the birthsite of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, included the con-
struction of the largest temple in India and development of an
entire Vedic city, which will include a planetarium, kirtana
stadium, village industries, and even an airport. In recent years
he had spent most of his time traveling in India and, at least
once a year, touring the United States and Europe.

Now we are engaged in writing Srila Prabhupada'’s bio-
graphy, and it is very difficult because he has done so much!
Such a difficult task of researching his extensive traveling and
preaching, his thousands of recorded lectures and conversa-
tions, thousands of letters and writings; interviewing the people
who knew or met him (religious, business, scientific, political,
and educational leaders, the press, his disciples, the common
man); trying to fathom his greatness, his devotion to his Guru
Maharija, his zeal in spreading Krsna consciousness, his divine
qualities like tolerance and compassion, his physical features;
understanding his mission, his goals, his vision; and finally
portraying him to the world in the pages of his biography —
this can only be done by Srila Prabhupada’s causeless mercy.
Just as Krsnadasa Kaviraja Goswami compiled an account
of places Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu visited and the pastimes
He displayed, similarly we want to research and carefully
present the worshipful pastimes of His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada.
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Under almost any conditions of climate, travel, or resi-
dence, Srila Prabhupada managed to follow his simple, austere
routine: translating with a dictaphone, morning walk, darsana
in the temple, morning Bhdgavatam class, breakfast, and so
forth. He traveled usually with only two or three assistants: his
secretary, a personal servant, and a disciple like Pradyumna
dasa to assist with Sanskrit editing.

Struggling to relate the tiniest fragment of a true picture of
Srila Prabhupada, I am reminded of his reply when one of his
disciples asked him to speak about his own spiritual master,
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. He said, “What can I say about
him? He was a Vaikuntha man.” Srila Prabhupada’s biography
is a continuum of loving transcendental service by a confiden-
tial servant of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. And
because he meditates, instructs, and acts only to deliver Krsna
to all living beings, his life is the greatest benediction for the
world.

One Indian astrologer declared, on seeing a picture of
Srila Prabhupada, “This is a man who can build a house in
which the entire world can live in peace.” That is a fact, because
Srila Prabhupada is directly delivering Krsna; therefore He is
competent to give all beings eternity, bliss and knowledge if
they will surrender to His protection.

But what we do not see in Srila Prabhupada’s biography is
the awarding of Nobel Prizes, full government support for his
mission, and praise and appeals for guidance by the world’s
political leaders. This is due to those so-called leaders’ ignor-
ance, typical of the age of Kali.

While Srila Prabhupada’s mission flowers among persons
fortunate enough to receive the perfection of spiritual realiza-
tion, he will never receive the appreciation of conditioned souls
whose very aim in life is to supplant the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Krsna, and become Krsna themselves.

The only personality who can fully appreciate the bio-
graphy of Srila Prabhupada is Krsna Himself. The Supreme
Lord is keeping that biography in His heart, as affirmed by
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Lord Krsna in the Ninth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam:“Saints
are My heart and only I am their hearts. They do not know
anyone but Me, and therefore I do not recognize anyone besides
them as Mine.”

By hearing the facts and figures, dates and places, of his
activities in this world, we can better appreciate the awesome
reality of Srila Prabhupada’s identity —empowered intimate
devotee of the Supreme Lord. Let biographers come forward
and tell more and more about the events of his life. Gradually,
intelligent men will appreciate Srila Prabhupada as the greatest
of all personalities.

—Satsvariipa dasa Goswami
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hantdsmin janmani bhavan
ma mam drastum iharhati

avipakva-kasdyanam
durdarso 'harh kuyoginam

“O Narada,’ the Lord spoke. “I regret that during
this lifetime you will not be able to see Me any
more. Those who are incomplete in service and
who are not completely free from all material taints
can hardly see Me.”

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.6.21

Bhagavatam. The story tells how Narada Muni actually

saw Krsna face to face by meditation. But Krsna
disappeared, and Narada attempted to see Him again. But
although Narada tried, he could not see the Lord any more.
Srila Prabhupada, in his purport, describes that seeing Krsna is
not mechanical. Krsna appears by His own sweet will, and He
also leaves out of His own causeless mercy —just like the sun.
He is not subject to our demands.

This verse is from the First Canto of the Srimad-

15
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Now, only a short time after the disappearance of our
beloved spiritual master Srila Prabhupada, we are seeing so
many things in this light of separation. And we can understand
both separation from Krsna and separation from the spiritual
master in the same way. Of course, the spiritual master is not
Krsna, but —saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair—because he
is the direct manifestation of Krsna, his coming and going are
just as spiritual as Krsna’s coming and going.

Here Krsna has left Narada after giving him only a brief
daréana [audience], but then He communicates to Narada
through transcendental sound vibration. Narada says, “Seeing
my attempts in that lonely place, the Personality of Godhead,
who is transcendental to all mundane description, spoke to me
with gravity and pleasing words, just to mitigate my grief.” Of
course, these are very extraordinary dealings. Narada was so
pure that he was able to feel great separation from Krsna. And
Krsna spoke to him, although Krsna was no longer personally
present. And the words that He spoke are this morning’s verse.

Krsna next tells Narada, “I have left you just to increase
your attachment to Me!” And the same thing applies to the
spiritual master. It should not be that after the spiritual master
disappears the disciple’s attachment for him gradually wanes,
that the devotees are sustained when the spiritual master is
present but in his absence their memory of him deteriorates.
And don't think that if you did not have personal association
with Srila Prabhupada you did not know him. Even if that is a
fact, the opportunity to approach him continues. Many who
had personal association with Srila Prabhupada feel that they
did not take advantage of it. Yet they also have the opportunity,
even now after he had left, to increase their attachment for
him. This association is something each of us deliberately has
to cultivate. ‘

Everyone should desire intimate association with a pure
devotee. If you don't desire that, then you're as good as dead,
because by association with a pure devotee you can develop
love of Krsna but otherwise it’s not possible. You can never
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know Krsna by your own endeavor; you have to know Him
through the spiritual master. And we all know that the spiritual
master is present in his spiritual sound vibration. That is even
more important than his physical presence. So we have the
opportunity to become intimately associated with Srila
Prabhupada. And that intimate association means that you are
serving and he is pleased by your service. Yasya prasadad
bhagavat-prasado yasydprasadan na gatih kuto 'pi. “By the
mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of
Krsna, and without the grace of the spiritual master one cannot
make any advancement.’

There are so many aspects in understanding the disap-
pearance of the great personality, the pure devotee. Here we see
that his disappearance is meant to increase our affection and
our devotion and our meditation on him. This is what Krsna
says here to Narada. Of course, He also says that He left
because Narada was not fully able to appreciate Him; Narada
was not completely pure. So it is a cause for lamentation—and
this is another aspect of his departure —that when the spiritual
master leaves, you realize, “I never really knew him. I never
took advantage of this great person. Such a great devotee will
never appear again on the earth for hundreds of years, yet
somehow, due to my lack of purity, I did not get to know him
or take up his service, heart and soul!” That is a cause of
lamentation.

Here Krsna says, “You would like to see Me, but I will not
appear before you, because you are not pure. But on the other
hand, the reason I've disappeared is so that you can understand
what you've missed. And you can now feel and act in such a
way that you can gain Me before your life is over.” So this we
should deliberately cultivate—increasing our attachment to
Srila Prabhupada. And there are so many ways this can be
done.

You're all serving here in the Dallas temple, and you can
cultivate Srila Prabhupada’s associaton by remembering his
activities within this temple, which were quite extensive over
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the years. Srila Prabhupada has his rooms here, and he visited
here several times and performed so many activities. As you
know, Srila Prabhupada installed these Deities, Radha-
Kalachandji. Srila Prabhupada came for a visit, and the next
day Krsna came. So he personally installed the Deity, offered
the first drati, and then went up to his room and wrote down on
a piece of paper: “Radha-Kalachandji, the Deity of Dallas.”

So all these things are very auspicious, and they should be
remembered. His rooms should be preserved. The pictures of
him when he was here, the things he said here —all these things
should be kept in his honor. We have to take this opportunity
to increase our service; and that is the proper way to respond to
Srila Prabhupada'’s disappearance.

In Vrndavana [the site of Srila Prabhupada’s disap-
pearance on November 14, 1977], the atmosphere is filled with
feelings of separation from Prabhupada, naturally. One devotee
came there from America and said, “Oh, there’s an atmosphere
of remembering Prabhupada that's so thick here in Vrndavana
you can cut it with a knife!” And he was saying that in America
he had sensed a tendency to take a stance of “business as usual,’
to regard Prabhupada’s departure as not a very important
thing and to do business as usual. On my way back to America,
I talked to my Godbrother Harikesa Maharaja in Germany,
and he was telling me that the devotees there went out and, in
one day, collected a large sum of money for Prabhupada’s
samddhi [building of memorial].  mentioned to him that there
was somewhere a tendency to take Prabhupada’s disappearance
without any change and to do business as usual. So he said,
“Oh, that's not true here. Here it is business more than usual!’
He told how the devotees in Germany traveled to London to
see Prabhupada just a few weeks before he had passed away.
So they have a very special feeling for Srila Prabhupada. And
this is good. Not that we have an official thirty-day mourning
period in which we don’t perform any activities—rather,
“business more than usual!’ Let us not take it lightly.
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We've missed our chance for further association with a
pure devotee in his personal presence. We may not have been
aware of the opportunity, but now we should be aware.
Everyone knows the tendency: you don't appreciate something,
you take it for granted, until it's taken away. So now, at least in
one sense, it’s too late. So don't take this lightly. Actually it's
not too late, but we have to increase our service. And in order
to do this, we have to churn the remembrance of Srila
Prabhupada’s instructions. What he wanted, his teachings, his
pastimes, the significance of our relation with him —meditate
on these things. It should be the most important relationship
we have, the most deeply heart-felt. Let us meditate on how he
is taking us back to Godhead. And if we have any feeling for
anyone else, it is Srila Prabhupada who is able to grant him
liberation from material misery.

Therefore, we must at least maintain what he has given
us . .. and try to increase it. This means following the four
rules.* Here in this purport Srila Prabhupada mentions
worshiping the Deity and chanting Hare Krsna. If you want to
get closer to Prabhupada, then just chant. Years ago in Boston,
I asked Srila Prabhupada—because we were always thinking
that Prabhupada would leave sooner or later —“Srila Prabhu-
pada, now that you are here we can ask you so many questions
and get direction and guidance. But how will we be able to get
that after you are gone?” And he replied, “The name of Krsna is
not different from Krsna Himself. Do you understand that?”
So if we are actually sincere and chant, anything is possible for
Krsna. Here we see it's even possible for Krsna to talk to the
devotee. So it can also be possible for the spiritual master to
talk to the devotee from within his heart. Who can say that it's
not possible? If Krsna wants it to happen, it can happen. If we

* Srila Prabhupada required his disciples to observe four basic
restrictions: no gambling, no illicit sex, no meat-eating, and no
intoxication.
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chant the holy name, we can know Krsna, we can know our
spiritual master, we can know what to do.

Our Godbrother Girirdja Goswami gave a nice example
comparing ISKCON to Prabhupada’s body. Prabhupada has
used different metaphors. Sometimes he has said the books are
his heart —the book publishing and the book distribution are
his heart. He has called the money his bloodstream —if someone
misspends money, it's like taking his blood. So these things are
continuing —his instructions and our response to them. If some
devotee knows that Prabhupada wants these Krsna conscious
books distributed and if the devotee goes out and distributes
them, despite all the difficulty and austerity of that service,
then certainly, just as Prabhupada was pleased before, he will
continue to be pleased, and the devotee will come closer to his
spiritual master and so become happy and more assured of his
spiritual position. Don't think that now there is any difference
in the method of pleasing Srila Prabhupada. Don't let any
deterioration occur in any of the standards or departments or
programs of ISKCON.






‘duhkha-madhye kona duhkha haya gurutara?’
‘krsna-bhakta-viraha vina duhkha nahi dekhi para’

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked, !'Of all kinds of
distress, what is the most painful?” Sri Ramananda
Raya replied, “Apart from separation from the
devotee of Krsna, I know of no unbearable
unhappiness.”’

— Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 8.248

scriptures the meaning of our spiritual master’s disappear-

ance from this world. We are also trying to understand
what is the proper feeling, the proper attitude, and the proper
action, as well as what is improper. Prabhupada has taught us
everything about spiritual life. Ultimately, of course, spiritual
life is spontaneous and, like love, doesn’t have to be taught.
Still, the initial teaching is sidhana-bhakti, so we have to take
instruction from Srila Prabhupada on how to understand this

In these classes, we are trying to understand through the

23
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event which appears most unfortunate for the disciple and for
the world.

Some of the most direct instruction is in the Fourth Canto
of Srimad-Bhagavatam, where Srila Prabhupada explains that
the disciple is supposed to cry after the disappearance of the
spiritual master. He also describes how the disciple is supposed
to get solace from the Supersoul, take up the instructions of the
spiritual master, and in that way become Krsna conscious. As
far as separation from Krsna or separation from the devotee is
concerned, it's the most exalted part of our philosophy. When
you start your spiritual life you learn, “I am not this body,” —
and then you go on to different ideas. Finally, you begin to
understand the intimate relationships between the devotee and
God. And the highest stage of spiritual realization is to
understand conjugal love of God and the feelings of separation.
But although this is the highest level of spiritual understanding,
the same principle applies in our present situation also. So we
should understand the Vaisnava philosophy of separation.

According to today'’s verse, the worst kind of unhappiness
is separation from a devotee. One way to understand this is in
reference to the unfortunate person who, by his own foolish-
ness, cuts himself off from the devotees—not only from the
spiritual master, but from his own Godbrothers, or fellow
disciples. Such a person finds himself in a very unhappy
condition. He thinks he will become happy by leaving the
association of devotees; but if he's actually a devotee, even
though he’s trying not to be one, he'll be very unhappy outside
the association of devotees. The best devotee is the spiritual
master, the pure devotee, and his passing away is the greatest
pain, but the solace is that now, more than ever, we have to
associate with the other devotees.

Now our spiritual master, the leader of all the other
devotees, is gone. Are we then like any army that has lost its
commander-in-chief? Is the spiritual master like the chief
ksatriya, upon whose death the whole army is considered
defeated? Sometimes with packs of animals, if you defeat the
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leader animal, the whole pack is defeated and they run away. Is
it like that with us? No, definitely not. In spiritual life, the guru
trains his disciples in such a way that after his departure they
don't even feel that they have lost their leader. But if there is no
devotee in the world, then, Ramananda Raya said, “This is the
most unhappy condition.” If for some reason you are cut off
from the devotees—maybe it came about through your own
foolishness or by the arrangement of karma—then you will
experience the greatest despair. We should not minimize the
importance of associating with each other. We have lost the
physical presence of the greatest devotee, and now more than
ever we should appreciate even the so-called minor devotees.

Someone may think, “I would like to associate with
Prabhupada, but now there is no such exalted devotee.!” Yes,
but Prabhupada'’s disciples are devotees! If you think that these
devotees are not suitable for you and you want to do without
any association, then you will experience the worst unhap-
piness. You should stay in the association of devotees. Any
person who doesn’t worship Krsna, who is too attached to his
family, who doesn't stick to devotional service, who doesn't
associate with devotees, and who doesn't render service to a
superior —he is most unhappy.

On the spiritual platform, the unhappiness of separation
is a different kind of unhappiness—and that’s what we are
going to read about. First I am going to read from The Nectar
of Devotion some examples that are very elevated and not to
be imitated. Now someone might ask, why do we listen to them
at all? And the answer is: because they purify us and give us an
example of what to aspire to. They show us what real spiritual
life is among the greatest devotees.

“The great devotee Uddhava once wrote a letter to Krsna:
‘My dear Krsna, I have just finished a study of all kinds of
philosophical books and Vedic verses about the goal of life,
and so now I have a little reputation for my studies. But still, in
spite of my reputation, my knowledge is condemned, because
although enjoying the effulgence of Vedic knowledge, I could
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not appreciate the effulgence emanating from the nails of Your
toes. Therefore, the sooner my pride and Vedic knowledge are
finished, the better it will be.”

When the spiritual master leaves, all the disciples—
whether they were connected with him personally or not —will
probably feel that they did not take full advantage of his
presence. This feeling that one hasn't really lived up to
expectations in the most important matter of being attached to
the pure devotee is pointed out here. What good are the things !
that you somehow gain—expertise in learning the verses of !
Bhagavad-gitda, or playing musical instruments, or even in §
distributing Srila Prabhupada’s books? What good is it if you
never become attached to Prabhupada, either through his
books or through his personal association in different ways? In
the passage | have just read, Uddhava was saying, “I don’t have
any attachment for the effulgence from the toes of Krsna.”
Because he feels he hasn't developed a personal attachment for .
Lord Krsna, he is indifferent towards anything else. But this is }
also purifying—the feeling that “If I fail to reach You, what
good is anything else?”

Then we find another sentiment. A devotee anxiously
expressed himself in this way: “My mind is very flickering, and
I cannot concentrate upon Your lotus feet. Seeing this in-
efficiency in myself, I become ashamed. The whole night  am
unable to sleep, because I am exasperated by my great inability.”
This is another purifying devotional sentiment. We should try
to think of Krsna and Srila Prabhupada. It's not that thinking
of Prabhupada has stopped, any more than thinking of Krsna
has stopped. Actually, we should think even more of our
spiritual master now. Yet here the devotee is saying, “That
might be. I know I should. But I can’t. I can’t think of him. I
can’t think of Krsna.” Just as Lord Caitanya said, “I don’t have
any taste for this chanting.” But rather than just being dull
about it, the devotee wants to feel the keen regret of being so
stupid —being so, as he says, inefficient. He becomes ashamed.
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We should aspire for this feeling of regret. Narottama das
Thakura prays, “I don't like the devotees, I don’t like the
sankirtana movement. I don't like the chanting of Hare Krsna.”
But that very dislike of Krsna consciousness —if that makes me
feel ashamed —well, that's good. At least | am a devotee in that
I am very unhappy that I am not much of a devotee. So

although this devotee in The Nectar of Devotion is so .

exasperated, it is to his credit.
Feeling regret is the same as feeling very happy and satxsﬁed
to live in the temple, take prasada, and be jolly and cheerful.

\

This regret is just the other side of that happiness. It's another |

variety in spiritual life. These sentiments aren’t material, and /

such a person is actually a devotee of a high standard.

Here’s another example: “In the Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya,
Prahlada Maharaja was thinking himself unfit to approach the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and he immersed himself in
great distress, in an ocean of unhappiness. As such, he used to
shed tears and lie down on the floor as though unconscious.”
Again, this is not something we should imitate, but let us hear
these exalted sentiments of the greatest Vaisnavas. He's intensely
dissatisfied with his inability, but that dissatisfaction becomes
his qualification. After all, what does it mean to be qualified?
One of the symptoms of surrender is to consider yourself

helpless before the Lord. The devotee says, “You had better

help me, Krsna, because no one else can.” At least he’s thinking
only of Krsna, and he's unhappy because of his lack of devotion
to Krsna and the pure devotee. There’s no question of wanting
material happiness. We may say, “Why should Prahlada
Mabharaja not think he’s a great devotee? Everyone knows he’s
a great devotee.” But this is the mahd-bhdagavata. He thinks, “I
am not a great devotee.” Lord Caitanya said, “If I were a great
devotee, how could I keep my life in my body? Krsna has left
the planet, and I am so indifferent that I go on eating, I go on
with my routine. How could I be a devotee?” And there are
more examples, one after another, from the Bhagavatam.
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In Teachings of Lord Caitanya, spiritual separation is
described as being different from material separation.
Prabhupada writes, “Pure love on the transcendental platform
is the paragon of purity, devoid of material affection and
completely spiritual.” If we're separated from some so-called .
lover, we're just unhappy that we're not getting sense gratifi-
cation. But spiritual separation is not like that. “Affection for
matter is perishable, as indicated by the inebriety of sex in the
material world. The path of sense gratification causes material
distress, but one cannot compare that with spiritual separation.
In spiritual separation, there is neither inebriety nor ineffec-
tiveness, as one finds with material separation.” So if you are
not with the person you love, obviously that’s a hindrance,
because the person’s not there. But in spiritual separation there
is no obstacle. Materially, when a woman is separated from her
lover, she can’t have sex enjoyment. She can’t enjoy all the
things that they did together. There is frustration. But in
separation from Krsna, by crying and chanting, the gopis
actually found no obstacle. It was a different taste, but it was
being with Krsna. Just as good—in fact, better—than being
with Krsna in direct association. To know that Krsna is here
with me and we are enjoying together is great satisfaction. But
when Krsna is not there—"Oh, where’s Krsna? Krsna and I
used to do this. Krsna and I used to do that. But now I can’t be
with Him. Where is Krsna?” —somehow, by virtue of Krsna'’s
being the Absolute, that separation is more than the content-
ment of being with Him.

Although these are very advanced devotional dealings,
we are supposed to hear about them. But as for our practical
experience as ISKCON devotees, there are right attitudes and
wrong attitudes about Prabhupada’s leaving the planet. It's a
very serious thing. We may not fully understand, but we are
now separated from our guru; and we should make a special
effort not to be frivolous at this time. We have to become
responsible devotees. In the absence of the spiritual master,
everyone has to take much more responsibility. Someone might
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say, “Well, I don’t understand this mood of separation—with
tears and sentiments and ecstatic feelings for Prabhupada. I
don't feel anything. My heart is just dry and empty. But at least
I am going to act right. I am not going to be a nonsense. I am
not going to leave Krsna consciousness. I have at least enough
intelligence to know that something terrible has happened. If 1
were an advanced devotee, I would cry. But at least I am going
to act very staunchly and push on with this Krsna consciousness
movement. [ understand that something has happened and I
am supposed to respond with suitable action. So I will do that.”
We may not understand all the esoteric aspects of feelings of
separation, but we have to understand the importance of
cooperating. This is important. Prabhupada has given the
indication: “If you cooperate amongst yourselves, this will be
the most pleasing thing to me.” He says, “Your love for me will
be proven by how you cooperate after my departure.” That is
the real proof.

And improper action would be to have doubts: “Oh, the
guru has left. Why did he leave? I don’t understand why he
left.” Or “I heard he was experiencing some pain. Why didn’t he
do this or that? Why didn't this other thing happen?” Or
someone may wrongly think, “Now people say the Krsna
consciousness movement is in trouble, and maybe they're
right. Oh, I bet the leaders are going to fight. I bet this movement
is going to fall apart.”” These are all certainly improper
responses. Why should you be in doubt? Everything is in
Prabhupada’s books. Maybe you haven't read the books—
that's why you're in doubt. Or you are just hankering for sense
gratification. When one is a neophyte devotee, he’s often
hankering for sense gratification and looking for an oppor-
tunity to leave Krsna consciousness. “I haven't made a real
commitment to this movement, so maybe I can get into sense
gratification. It seems like a good opportunity.” Sometimes he
thinks he should become a so-called Christian again, or he
thinks he should go back to his family. Or he just remains a
rascal devotee. He stays in devotional service because he knows
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it brings relief from misery, but he remains a nonsense. The
spiritual master has left, so there is new responsibility. Everyone
is supposed to take up the new burden, but he is just a nonsense.
This is the greatest rascaldom.

There’s a purport in the Fourth Canto in which Prabhu-
pada specifically describes that when the spiritual master comes
to this world he creates order out of disorder, but when he
leaves, disorder returns. Yet the sincere, faithful disciple assists
the spiritual master in preserving the religious principles. The
tendency will be for irreligious principles to sprout up again.
The demons and the insincere devotees will cause trouble, and
we are without the strength of Srila Prabhupada’s physical
presence. So those devotees who are sincere will help the
spiritual master reinstate religious principles, even in his
absence.

Now is the time to be very Krsna conscious, because this is
an opportunity for demons and irreligious principles. In the
Fourth Canto, Srila Prabhupada writes, “When the guru leaves,
all kinds of bogus yogis and svamis spring up and try to
introduce irreligious principles.” So you shouldn’t act out of
self-interest —“I want this. I want to do that.” Rather, consider
that you are a servant and you have to act as a servant. This is
the right attitude. There are so many anarthas that could
develop at this time, but there are also many blessings and
opportunities. The greatest blessing is that even though Prabhu-
pada has left, we are all still Krsna conscious. That proves that
Prabhupada has blessed us. Everyone was Krsna conscious the
day before Prabhupada departed, November thirteenth, and
now it's November thirty-first and we are still Krsna conscious.
Before he left we were Krsna conscious. He left, and we're still
Krsna conscious. Why are you still Krsna conscious? “Well,”
someone may say, “it's because I am such a strong devotee.”
No, it’s not on our own strength. It's because his blessing is
still here. When he left, that was also a blessing. Exactly how it
is a blessing we don't fully understand. But we should. This is
what we are trying to understand in these classes —how the
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disappearance of our spiritual leader can actually be a blessing.
This is what we are trying to understand; we are trying to take
hold of this opportunity. It's a blessing for developing your
inner life and your attachment to Srila Prabhupada, which you
may not have cultivated very carefully until now. It's an
opportunity to become surrendered and serious. Each of us is .-
responsible for his own Krsna consciousness, so we should try
to understand fully what has happened and utilize this
opportunity for becoming more attached to Srila Prabhupada.
We can also help each other by discussing these things during
the day.



.




prasangam ajarar pasam
atmanah kavayo viduh

sa eva sadhusu krto
moksa-dvaram apavrtam

Every learned man knows very well that attach-
for the material is the greatest entanglement
of the spirit soul. But the same attachment, when
directed toward self-realized devotees, opens the
door of liberation.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.20

e have all been very fortunate, after millions and
millions of lifetimes in this material world, to get the
association of a great sddhu, a maha-bhagavata,
Srila Prabhupada. We are very fortunate persons. Now Srila
Prabhupada has departed from this material world, but that
does not mean that our attachment has departed. Ordinarily,
when a man dies, his wife observes a little mourning and then
looks for another husband for sense gratification. In fact,
society encourages this. But in our case, it is not that the

33
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spiritual master dies or that our relationship with him dies or
that our attachment to him dies. And it is not that because the
disciple is still alive, he has to become attached to another
guru. Rather, the one guru who gave us Krsna consciousness is
still with us. On the title page of his Srimad-Bhagavatam, Srila
Prabhupada has written, “Dedicated to my spiritual master,
His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Maharaja. He lives forever by his divine instructions, and the
follower lives with him.” So that’s what we have been
discussing—how to become more attached to Prabhupada.

Understanding his disappearance is a way for us to increase
our attachment. Now, after his recent departure, we are taking
to various ways of remembering Srila Prabhupada. Devotees
are worshiping a miirti of Prabhupada, hearing his tapes more
often and more carefully, trying to surround themselves with
all semblances of his personal presence, and. trying to under-
stand that his instructions must be followed very carefully.
Any way you can, increase your attachment for Srila Prabhu-
pada. This is our motive in reading relevant verses in these
classes and trying to understand Srila Prabhupada’s dis-
appearance according to the scriptures. In India, Acyutananda
Maharaja quoted some lines from a Vaisnava scripture. One
great Vaisnava wrote, “My spiritual master has just left this
world. Now, when I visit Radha-kunda, it appears to me like
the gaping jaws of some monster. And when I see Govardhana
Hill, it appears to be rearing before me like a python.” So if the
spiritual master is not here, what's left?

We understand that our spiritual master is present, yet we
are feeling separation. Here's another reference I would like to
read that will help us in understanding spiritual separation: “In
prema-vildsa, there are two kinds of emotional activities,
separation and meeting. That transcendental separation is so
acute that it is actually more ecstatic than meeting.” So it’s not
like material separation. I remember an autobiography that
Eleanor Roosevelt wrote after her husband passed away. The
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title expressed her feeling: “My life is empty now, and I am just
passing a few more years—the real person in my life is gone.”
But we are not resigned like that. We have to increase the
intensity of our attachment to our spiritual master.

And if you are thinking, “All this intensity has nothing to
do with me. I never had much of an attachment to Prabhupada,”
well, now’s the time to begin. We have been discussing the
position of the devotee in separation, and you can cultivate
this. In Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, Chapter One, there are
very authoritative, definitive descriptions of the spiritual
master. In one purport, Prabhupada writes, “The service to the
spiritual master is essential. If there is no chance to serve the
spiritual master directly, a devotee should serve him by
remembering his instructions. There is no difference between
the spiritual master’s instructions and the spiritual master
himself. In his absence, therefore, his words of direction should
be the pride of the disciple. If one thinks that he is above
consulting anyone else, including his spiritual master, he is at
once an offender at the lotus feet of the Lord.” \

As one Vaisnava poet says, “Your mercy is all that I amj‘:
made of.” The devotee’s whole life and soul, his pride of being,
is, “I've got my orders from my spiritual master, and I am fixed
in that service.” In the concluding words to the Caitanya-
caritamrta, Prabhupada speaks about his relationship with his
spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, in
separation. These references help us in understanding our
connection with our spiritual master, who has now left this
material world. We know that Krsna also left the material
world five thousand years ago, although He's actually in the_
heart of every living being. And similarly the spiritual master is
in the heart of the devotee—just as much as the Lord is there,{/f
though not in exactly the same way. Of course, we don't fully
understand how the Lord is there, but at least we've heard
enough from the scriptures that we can begin to understand
and accept it. And the same thing applies to our relationship
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with our spiritual master. If we serve with love, then Krsna and
the spiritual master will give us the intelligence to understand
these things.

In his concluding words of Caitanya-caritamrta, Srila
Prabhupada writes, “I still consider His Divine Grace to be
always present with me by his vdni, his words. There are two
ways of association—by vdni and by vapuh. Vini means
words, and vapuh means physical presence. Physical presence
is sometimes appreciable and sometimes not, but vanicontinues
to exist eternally. Therefore we must take advantage of the
vdni, not the physical presence. Bhagavad-gita, for example, is
the vani of Lord Krsna. Although Krsna was personally present
five thousand years ago and is no longer physically present
from the materialistic point of view, Bhagavad-gitd continues.”
Then Prabhupada tells the whole wonderful story of how he
met his spiritual master and how he gradually formed his life in
service to his spiritual master. He started Back to Godhead
magazine, began writing Srimad-Bhagavatam, and finally came
to America.

At the end of this passage, Srila Prabhupada writes, “I
think that His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
is always seeing my activities and guiding me within my heart
by his words.” This is not merely a poetic metaphor. The
Supersoul is not alone, but is present with all His associates.
Certainly the spiritual master is an associate of the Lord,
especially in the heart of his disciples. So the Lord is there, and
He is there with His devotees and associates. “It is to be
admitted that whatever translation work I have done is through
the inspiration of my spiritual master, because personally I am
most insignificant and incompetent to do this materially
impossible work. I do not think myself a very learned scholar,
but I have full faith in the service of my spiritual master, His
Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. If there
is any credit to my activities of translating, it is due to His
Divine Grace. Certainly if His Divine Grace were physically
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present at this time, it would have been a great occasion for
jubilation, but even though he is not physically present, I am
confident that he is pleased by this work of translation.”

So Prabhupada is telling us that his guru is with him, and
that his guru is pleased. It was many years after his guru had
passed away that the Caitanya-caritamrta was finished, yet he
says that he knows that his spiritual master is very pleased, and
that he is still present. We may not understand all these things,
but if we try to follow the instructions of our spiritual master,
we will gradually advance in our realization. So this is an
important part of the Krsna consciousness philosophy which
is now being impressed upon us: how to please the spiritual
master more and more. Service in separation is very real.

Another way to remember Prabhupada is to find scriptural
references to the great souls. Bhaktivinode Thakura referred to
a great person who would come one day and introduce Krsna
consciousness all over the world. So we can confidently say
that this great person was Prabhupada. Or when Lord Caitanya
said, “The chanting of My name should be heard in every town
and village,” this meant that someone was going to have to do
it. So that verse also applies to Srila Prabhupada. In the Adi-
lila, there is another nice reference to Srila Prabhupada’s
greatness: “One should always think of the spiritual master in
terms of his intimate relationship with Mukunda, Sri Krsna.”
So we can always think of Srila Prabhupada in terms of how
attached he is not only to his spiritual master but also to Krsna.
In his last hours, Srila Prabhupada had a picture of Krsna-
Balarama, and he would look at that picture. He would ask
that it be held—he could only see it if it was held close to
him —and he would look at that picture so intently, with such
absorption. He was seeing Krsna—not some idol, as the
iconoclast says. When he saw the picture of Krsna, he saw
Krsna. So we think of him so intimately related with Krsna,
and we want to serve him in that way. This is Prabhupada’s
greatness.
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In the Caitanya-caritdmrta, Antya-lila, Chapter Seven,
verses 11 and 12, we find, “The fundamental religious system
in the age of Kali is the chanting of the holy name of Krsna.
Unless empowered by Krsna, one cannot propagate the
sankirtana movement.” (Krsna sakti vind nahe tara pravartana).
In the purport, Srila Prabhupada says, “Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura explains that unless one is directly em-
powered by the causeless mercy of Krsna, one cannot become
the spiritual master of the entire world (jagat guru). The
spiritual master of the entire world must be considered an
incarnation of Krsna's mercy.” Also in Antya-lila, Chapter
Two, verses 13 and 14, we find: “To deliver people in regions
throughout the universe who could not meet Him, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu personally entered the bodies of pure devotees.
Thus He empowered living beings (His pure devotees) by
manifesting in them so much of His own devotion that people
in all other countries became devotees by seeing them.” Srila
Prabhupada writes in the purport, “Unless one is empowered
by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, one cannot spread the names of the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra throughout the world. Persons who do so are
empowered. Therefore, they are sometimes called avesa
avatdras, or incarnations, for they are endowed with the power
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”

In addition, Teachings of Lord Caitanya says, “Saktyavesa
incarnations are of two kinds, direct and indirect. When the
Lord Himself comes, He is called siksdt or a direct saktyavesa
avatdra, and when He empowers some living entity to represent
Him, that living entity is called an indirect or avesa incarnation.
Examples of such indirect avatdras are the four Kumaras,
Narada, Prthu, and Parasurdma. These are actually living
entities, but there is a specific power given to them by the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. When a specific opulence of
the Supreme Lord is invested in the living entities, they are
called avesa avatdras.” Nobody can make people Krsna
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conscious or spread the chanting of Hare Krsna unless he is
empowered, unless he has special potency. Srila Prabhupada
had it conferred upon him to the degree that he is world dcarya,
and therefore an avesa avdtara. He’s not Krsna, but he is the
direct representative of Krsna.

One time Jayadvaita Swami asked Prabhupada, “What
does it mean in the Gurv-astakam, ‘The spiritual master is very
expert in assisting the gopis, who are engaged in making
arrangements for the transcendental love affairs of Radha-
Krsna’? How should we understand this—that the spiritual
master is assisting the gopis?” Prabhupada replied that the
spiritual master was actually doing this service. “Any spiritual
master is doing it?” he was asked. Srila Prabhupada replied,
“Only if he is in the line of the conjugal rasa.” So, how the
spiritual master is intimately connected with Krsna's associates
and pastimes is not easy to understand. But what is easy to see
is that Srila Prabhupada has introduced Krsna consciousness
everywhere—so he is a daktydvesa avatdra. Now, avatdra
means, generally, that he is not a conditioned soul like us. We
were so fallen, completely-part of this karmi, hippie culture,
and we were saved by Prabhupada. Otherwise, we were headed
for hell. But a personality like Prabhupada is always Krsna
conscious. So when a person has always been Krsna conscious,
he’s called nitya siddha (eternally perfect).

There’s one interesting thing Srila Prabhupada said to
Bhavananda Maharaja in Los Angeles which reveals Srila
Prabhupada’s position as a nitya siddha devotee. I heard it
from Bhavananda Mahairaja a couple of minutes after
Prabhupada had said it. Srila Prabhupada was saying how he
was not very much inclined toward austerity. Some of his
Godbrothers could practice so many austerities, but he said
that was one reason he found it difficult to come forward and
take sannydsa: to perform so many austerities was not his
inclination. So he said, “Krsna said to me, ‘That’s all right that
you find it difficult to perform austerities, but you just come
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down and preach, and you will not have to experience any
difficulties. " This is the kind of intimate relationship Prabhu-
pada has always had with Krsna.

There is an interesting parallel in the life of Uddhava,
another nitya siddha. Uddhava was a personal associate of
Krsna. He had the same form as Krsna, svariipya mukti. In the
Srimad-Bhagavatam he’s described as follows: “Uddhava thus
served the Lord continually from childhood, and in his old age
that attitude never slackened. As soon as he was asked about
the message of the Lord, he at once remembered all about Him.
. He was one who, even in his childhood, at the age of five years,
was so absorbed in the service of Lord Krsna that when he was
called by his mother for morning breakfast, he did not wish to
have it”” In the purport Srila Prabhupada writes, “From his
very birth, Uddhava was a natural devotee of Lord Krsna, or a
nitya-siddha, a liberated soul. From natural instinct he used to
serve Lord Krsna even in his childhood. He used to play with
dolls in the form of Krsna. He would serve the dolls by dressing,
feeding and worshiping them, and thus he was constantly
absorbed in the play of transcendental realization. These are
the signs of an eternally liberated soul. An eternally liberated
soul is a devotee of the Lord who never forgets him.”

We have all heard how Srila Prabhupada, like Uddhava,
was playing with the form of Radha-Krsna from his early
childhood, and how he was observing Ratha-ydatra with his
small playmates. In a letter to Tamal Krishna Maharaja in
1970, Srila Prabhupada wrote of those Deities he had worshiped
in his childhood, “The Radha-Krsna Deity in this family called
me to meet Him, and therefore, last time when I was in Calcutta,
I stayed in that temple along with my American disciples.
Although I had immense opportunities to indulge in the four
principles of sinful life because I was connected with a very
aristocratic family, Krsna always saved me. And throughout
my whole life, I did not know what is illicit sex, intoxication,
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meat-eating, or gambling. So far my present life is concerned, I
do not remember any part of my life when I was forgetful of
Krsna”






yada nopalabhetanghrav
usmanam patyur arcati

asit samvigna-hrdaya
yutha-bhrasta mrgi yatha

While she was serving her husband by massaging
his legs, she could feel that his feet were no longer
warm and could thus understand that he had
already passed from the body. She felt great anxiety
upon being left alone. Bereft of her husband’s
company, she felt exactly as the she-deer feels upon
being separated from its mate.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.28.46

appearance, we are continuing the story of King

Puranjafia, “Purafijana Becomes a Woman in His Next
Life.” We read yesterday how, at the time of his death, Puranjafia
thought of his wife and thus became a woman, Vidarbhi, in his
next life. He—or she—then married a great devotee named
Malayadhvaja. This great devotee-king gave up his kingdom
and went to the forest to execute spiritual life, and his wife

Because of its relevance to Srila Prabhupada’s dis-
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went with him. She gave up all sense gratification and faithfully
served her husband.

When a husband and wife want to become renounced,
they enter the order of life known as vanaprastha. In that stage,
the woman no longer combs her hair or makes attempts to
dress very nicely for her husband. So sex attraction is
diminished or lost. She hardly speaks to him. She just becomes
his partner in his Krsna conscious duty —no sense gratification
in the name of Krsna consciousness. So Vidarbhi lived like
that.

In his purports, Srila Prabhupada has compared the
relationship of Vidarbhi and Malayadhvaja to the relationship
between the disciple and the spiritual master. He compares
Vidarbhi'’s renunciation to the vows of austerity accepted by a
disciple. Free from sense gratification and the desire to secure
his own self-interest from the guru, the disciple just does his
duty. And just as the wife receives all spiritual benefits simply
by serving her husband, the disciple will get spiritual perfection
by serving the spiritual master.

Our relationship with Prabhupada is always that we are
his menial servants, and we should never forget that. It's not
that he goes into the background of our consciousness and we
become the lords of all we survey and try to carve out some
kind of enjoyment for oursevles. Devotional service means
you serve him; and serving him means serving his mission. He
is a great personality. He doesn’t take service only in dressing
and feeding; he takes service in executing big worldwide
activities, which are his personal service to his spiritual master
and to Krsna. So anything you can do to help in that preaching
is just as direct and personal as bodily service. Srila Prabhupada
would give us that bodily service also, but now it is not
possible. Now everyone should take to the service of this Krsna
consciousness movement, which is Srila Prabhupada’s mission.

This verse describes the moment when the spiritual master,
who has been living with the disciples and guiding them,
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suddenly leaves his body. Certainly this is a great calamity for
the devotees, yet his passing away is not the same as the
passing away of an ordinary man. I was asked to attend a
funeral today and speak about the passing away of a spirit
soul. So, we know from Bhagavad-gita that a person does not
die, but goes on to another body. We cannot say exactly where
or into what species of life a particular soul has gone; still, we
can give them some consolation by explaining that the soul has
gone to another body, according to his desires. We can explain
that since death is inevitable, we should not be attached to
material life. Everyone, including all the relatives of the
departed, should prepare themselves for inevitable death. But
we cannot assure anyone about the future of this karmi’s
departed soul.

If a great personality departs, it is, in one sense, a matter of
rejoicing. When Bhisma left his body, the demigods showered
flowers from the sky and beat drums. Then everyone became
respectfully silent, He passed away at an auspicious hour, and
everyone knew that he had gone back to Krsna. Actually, he
was seeing Krsna face to face as he left his body. Similarly, Srila
Prabhupada was hearing the chanting of Hare Krsna and
looking at the lotus feet of Krsna-Balarama and was surrounded
by all his devotees—not just at the end of his life, but he had
dedicated his whole life to serving Krsna. “If you think of Me,
become My devotee, worship Me, and offer obeisances to Me,”
Krsna says, “then surely you will come to Me.” Even the
newspapers in India—where they're a little more intelligent
than in this part of the world—used the caption “At Krsna’s
Lotus Feet” for Srila Prabhupada’s picture. Another headline
read, “Srila Prabhupada Goes Back to Heaven.” So this is the
position of the pure devotee. While he’s with us he's with
Krsna, and when he leaves he goes to Krsna in the spiritual
world to serve Him eternally. It's not ordinary; there’s nothing

-y

to lament for him. He has certainly gone back to Godhead. -

(&
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So Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance doesn’t have the
tragedy of an ordinary death. But it is tragic in another way, in
that his contribution is no longer here. He was doing so much
to help the world. Now he’s gone. When Maharaja Pariksit
decided to give up his kingdom and sit down and await his
death for seven days, the question was asked, “Why is he doing
this? The whole world is depending on him. How can he leave?
He is the shelter for all the citizens of the world. Even if he is
detached and wants to go back to Godhead, how can he leave
everyone else?” So just as they were lamenting, we are also
thinking in the same way: “Srila Prabhupada has left us. Now
what will we do? What will our movement do? Why did he
leave? This Srimad-Bhagavatam will not be the same without
him being here to finish it. What will the world do without his
guidance?” (Of course, the world didn't always want his guid-
ance, but he has given it, and the world is benefiting from the
sankirtana movement.)

We've been discussing in the evening class how Prabhu-
pada was responding to the false hopes the disciples were
offering. They encouraged him by saying that if he took his
medicine and if he got a little strength, then he would get better.
Yet actually he was not getting better. But the mood was that,
as disciples, they should serve the spiritual master to the end.
And Prabhupada wanted this. And that attitude of the disciple
is described here: “The daughter of Vidarbha continued as
usual to serve her husband, who was seated in a steady posture,
until she could ascertain that he had passed away from the
body.” In a sense, Srila Prabhupada made his body like a
laboratory of devotional service, so that the devotees could be
tested —whether they would serve him to the end.

Sometimes, if a neophyte devotee sees his spiritual master
ill, he may become bewildered: “If he’s a pure devotee, how is it
that my guru has become ill?” Or he may become fearful:
“What's going to happen? My spiritual master is very ill. Is he
feeling pain? What if he leaves? What's going on?” So the
neophyte disciple becomes fearful and bewildered, and he
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becomes doubtful. He may have various impure thoughts,
even to the point of great offenses. He may even think that he
does not want the spiritual master to stay. It seemed again and
again that Srila Prabhupada could not live, yet he was being
encouraged by his disciples. He would drop lower, then seem
to come back. The devotees became more and more absorbed
in pleading with Prabhupada to please live, and in that way
they were increasing their affection for him.

This is a good instruction for all of us. The wife kept
serving her husband until the symptoms of life had left his
body. She didn’t put him in a nursing home or feel resigned —
“Well, there’s nothing I can do for him any more. Maybe he'll
just pass away.” She continued to hope. And this should be our
attitude in Krsna consciousness. Even if it gets difficult or we
don'’t like something, still we have to stick to our service at the
lotus feet of the spiritual master. It’s do or die. And once you
agree to do that, then there’s no bewilderment: “Well, I don't
know what’s going on, actually. Maybe I'm fearful. Philo-
sophically, maybe I don't understand. But all I know is that I
am surrendered to my spiritual master. I'll just do whatever he
says. And I will never give up serving him until there’s abso-
lutely no life left in my body. I'm not going to give up because
of this or that. I am going to continue serving him. Even if my
service is not very important by some calculation, I will do my
tiny service, and this will keep me steady in devotional service.”

So Vidarbhi was like that. There was no question of her
leaving him. “While massaging his legs, she could feel that his
feet were no longer warm. She could understand that he had
already passed from the body. And then she felt a great anxiety.”
In the purport Srila Prabhupada writes, “As soon as the circu-
lation of blood and air within the body stops, it is to be
understood that the soul within the body has left. The stoppage
of the blood circulation is perceived when the hands and feet
lose heat. One tests whether a body is alive or not by feeling the
heart’s palpitations and the coldness of the feet and hands.”
Similarly, Srila Prabhupada’s kavirdja was also checking these
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things again and again in the last hours, and then finally he
indicated that Prabhupada was gone from his body.

Certainly for the disciples, the disappearance of the spiri-
tual master is a great loss; and that loss cannot be mitigated by
anyone’s sympathy. The next verse reads, “Being now alone
and a widow in the forest, the daughter of Vidarbha began to
lament, incessantly shedding tears, which soaked her breasts,
and crying very loudly.” In the purport Srila Prabhupada says,
“Figuratively, the queen is supposed to be the disciple of the
king. Thus, when the mortal body of the spiritual master
expires, his disciples should cry, exactly as the queen cries when
the king leaves his body.” This is not a mundane sentiment.
Srila Prabhupada has told us everything we must do: “You
should eat this food. You should sleep in this way. You should

(chant in this way.” And here is another instruction: “When the
_spiritual master leaves, you should cry.”

In Vrndavana, immediately after Prabhupada’s departure,
there was not much crying. But then, in order not to fall to the
material plane, we had to remember the philosophy: “Prabhu-
pada is still with us!” And in the days that followed, this became
the thing. More devotees arrived from the West who hadn't
been there at the time of Prabhupada’s passing away, and the
feeling became very positive and cool-headed: “This Krsna
consciousness movement is going full speed ahead, and there’s
nothing to worry about.”

So on the one hand, everything is all right, yet on the other
hand the direction is to cry. Both sides should be there. You
shouldn’t feet completely undisturbed: “Well, there’s no change.
Everything’s all right. We'll just push on the movement, and it
doesn’t matter.” No. Both things should be there—at least in
this period immediately afterwards. Just like in a Hindu society,
or any society, after a loved one passes away, there is a period
of very sober behavior, grieving, and remembrance of the
person. Not that we become inactive, or sentimental. By our
discussions and remembrance, let those who are not able to cry
at least feel a little of the significance of what has happened.
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“When the mortal body of the spiritual master expires, his
disciples should cry. However, the disciples and the spiritual
master are never separated, because the spiritual master always
keeps company with the disciple, as long as the disciple follows

the instructions of the spiritual master strictly. This is called the . ’

association of vdni. Physical presence is called vapuh. Aslong
as the spiritual master is physically present, the disciple should
serve the physical body of the spiritual master, and when the
spiritual master is no longer physically existing, the disciple
should serve the instructions of the spiritual master.”

Now in the next verse, the wife cries out, “O best of the
kings, please get up. Get up. Just see this world, surrounded by
water, and infested with rogues and so-called kings. This world
is very much afraid, and it is your duty to protect her.” And
Srila Prabhupada writes, “Whenever an dcdrya comes, fol-
lowing the superior orders of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead or His representative, he establishes the principles of
religion, as enunciated in Bhagavad-gita. Religion means
abiding by the orders of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Religious principles begin from the time one surrenders to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is the dcdrya’s duty to
spread a bona fide religious system and induce everyone to
bow down before the Supreme Lord. One executes the religious
principles by rendering devotional service, specifically the nine
items like hearing, chanting, and remembering. Unfortunately,
when the dcdrya disappears, rogues and nondevotees take ad-
vantage and immediately begin to introduce unauthorized
principles under the guise of svdmis, yogis, philanthropists,
welfare workers, and so on. Actually, human life is meant for
executing the orders of the Supreme Lord. The main business
of human society is to think of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead at all times and become His devotee, worship Him,
and bow down before Him. The dcdrya, the authorized repre-
sentative of the Supreme Lord, establishes these principles, but
when he disappears, things once again become disordered.”

N,
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This statement confirms that the world is now in great
danger due to the disappearance of God’s representative, Srila
Prabhupada. For example, when Maharaja Pariksit was pres-
ent, Kali could not enter. But after his departure, Kali entered,
full force. So Srila Prabhupada was able to stave off so many
evil influences in this world; but now there’s a chance that the
demons can become enlivened. And they will try. Outside this
movement, and inside, they see that we are without the personal
strength of the guru.

So the wife of the king is feeling like a she-deer: “O, what
am [ going to do? I am unprotected.” And then she speaks, “O
King, please get up. What about the world? You used to protect
the whole world. Please, the world is very much afraid, and it
is your duty to protect her.” But what can be done? He’s gone.
And now that Srila Prabhupada is gone, according to Krsna’s
arrangement, the world will have to go on without him. The
world that never appreciated him anyway will have to go on
without him.

So what to do? It's stated here: “The perfect disciples of the
dcdrya try to relieve the situation by sincerely following the
instruction of the spiritual master. At the present moment,
practically the entire world is afraid of rogues and nondevotees.
Therefore, this Krsna consciousness movement is meant to
save the world from irreligious principles. Everyone should
cooperate with this movement in order to bring about actual
peace and happiness in the world”






citim darumayim citvd
tasyari patyuh kalevaram

adipya canumarane
vilapanti mano dadhe

She then prepared a blazing fire with firewood
and placed the dead body of her husband upon it.
When this was finished, she lamented severely and
prepared herself to perish in the fire with her
husband.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.28.50

ere is the essential meaning of being devoted to the
Hspmtual master: you are ready to give your life. That

may mean that you give up your life immediately or ';
that you give your life by serving the spiritual master through- f
out your whole lifetime. Either way, you are giving your whole™
life energy when the spiritual master asks. Some people take a
spiritual master as a pet—as some people keep a dog—just so
they can say, “Yes, | have a guru.” But the real meaning is that
the spiritual master’s order is the disciple’s life and soul.

53
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Once a disciple accepts a spiritual master, he has nothing
to think about or wonder about except carrying out the spiri-
tual master’s orders. We have the example of the wives of the
Pandavas. Although Queen Kunti did not enter the funeral fire
of her husband, she did not live on simply for sense gratifica-
tion. She would have died with her husband, but to live on and
take care of the children was more important service. That is
chastity. Similarly, now that Srila Prabhupada has departed,
the only reason we should live on is to use our body to serve
him. The chaste widow does not start thinking about other
men. (Of course, women nowadays are even glad when the
husband dies—they want to collect the insurance. Or very
soon they are thinking of another man. But in Vedic culture
this is abominable. Marriage is a lifelong contract.) Of course,
we are not as concerned with the husband-and-wife contract as
we are with the relationship between the spiritual master and
the disciple. Real loyalty and faithfulness means that this body,
which was engaged in serving the spiritual master when he was
present, must continue in that way. Otherwise, I should die.
This applies to all of us. In the past you may have entertained
the idea of using your body for sense gratification, but now,
just the thought of Srila Prabhupada’s not being here should be
an added impetus to check that desire.

We can also think that Srila Prabhupada is here—that he
is watching what we are doing. Certainly we behaved in a very
special way in his presence. When Prabhupiada came into the
temple, everyone would offer obeisances. And if we got a
chance to go into his room, or hear him preach, or if he spoke
something to us . . . suddenly everything became very, very
serious. In his presence, everything became pinpointed —“I am
actually in the presence of my spiritual master, who is as good
as Krsna.” Our senses and mind became very alert, and we
understood that this was crucial. He may have given us some
order, and now our whole life is being based on that instruc-
tion—an instruction that we will hold dear and consider to be
of utmost importance for the rest of our life. To be in the



FIVE 55

presence of Srila Prabhupada was very special. Certainly we
didn’t act foolishly, frivolously, or inattentively. Even if you
were a rascal, at least when you came into his presence you
came to your senses. So why shouldn’t we continue to think
like that? Although the husband or spiritual master has left, the
wife or disciple has to behave faithfully. For the rest of our life,
we should always be speaking as if Prabhupada is hearing, and
acting as if Prabhupada is seeing. We should be very determined
to please him.

And pleasing him isn’t a hard thing to do. We just have to
be always following his instructions, fully engaged in devo-
tional service. This is a really serious relationship that every
one of us has with Srila Prabhupada. Our relationship with
Srila Prabhupada and our responsibility to him are eternal.
And now we should increase our seriousness. Sometimes we
may have acted just like a bunch of naughty children, and he
occasionally rounded us up when we went astray. But now the
children have to take care of the movement by themselves. We
may have a tendency to drift off. But if we drift off now, no one
is going to round us up. So we don’t want this movement—or
any one of us—to drift off. Therefore, we have to be more :
responsible to what we still have of Srila Prabhupada— hls/
instructions. As the wife was prepared to give up her life, so the
disciple should kill himself if he’s not going to continue to serve
the spiritual master.

In the next purport Srila Prabhupada writes, When one
becomes serious to follow the mission of the spiritual master,
his resolution is tantamount to seeing the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. As explained before, this means meeting the
Supreme Personality of Godhead in the instructions of the
spiritual master. This is technically called vani-sevd. Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti states in his Bhagavad-gita commentary
on verse 41 of the Second Chapter that one should serve the
words of the spiritual master. The disciple must stick to what-
ever the spiritual master orders. Simply by following on this
line, one sees the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”
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Once a devotee asked Prabhupada, “How do we know if
our service pleases Krsna?” And he said, “When you see Him
So this is perfection for the devotee —to actually see Krsna. We
are not impersonalists. When we actually can see God, certainly
that means we are perfectly pure. Here Srila Prabhupada says
that the same thing, seeing Krsna, is attained when you serve
the spiritual master’s instructions. So we may say, “Well, I
don’t actually see how that’s technically true. I may serve the
spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada, but he’s not the same per-
sonality as Krsna. How is it that by serving him and his
sankirtana movement I am seeing Krsna?” So this is explained
in the purport. We must accept it. It is a way of seeing Krsna. It
is our only way of seeing Krsna. Sr1la Prabhupada says, “Don'’t
expect to see Krsna by looking in some bush in Vrndavana.”
This is the way: serve the instructions of the spiritual master.
This is the great secret. This is the way to see God. And you can
actually see Him in your service. As we do service, we will see
Krsna. And the direction is coming from Krsna in the heart.
How will this come about? Krsna in the heart encourages us to
follow the instructions of the spiritual master, and then when
we follow them, Krsna in the heart reveals Himself. This is the
simple system. We should have full faith in this process.

In another purport in the Fourth Canto, Srila Prabhupada
gives further stress on following the order of the spiritual master
as all in all. Sometimes we meet people who would like to
come to Krsna consciousness, but they hesitate because they
have so many other things to consider. I met a boy yesterday
who was hesitating because of his wife, who is not very inclined
to Krsna consciousness. He was also considering his university
scholarship. It hadn’t even dawned on him that Krsna con-
sciousness means to follow the orders of the spiritual master.
He didn'’t really understand that this is what Krsna conscious-
ness is. He thought it was some interesting philosophy that
perhaps he would come to base his life on. One may think that
he can just follow Krsna directly by reading Bhagavad-gita,
but from Bhagavad-gitd and Nectar of Devotion we understand



FIVE 57

that you have to come to Krsna through the spiritual master.
Whatever he tells you to do, that is the road to Krsna. And all
these concocted processes you should simply forget about.

In the Fourth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, we have the
story of the Pracetds, who were thinking of their spiritual
master, Lord Siva, and meditating upon his instructions. In his
purport, Srila Prabhupada comments, “This is the secret of
success. After being initiated and receiving the orders of the |
spiritual master, the disciple should unhesitatingly think about /
the instructions of the spiritual master, and should not allow/
himself to be disturbed by anything else.”

Now this doesn’t mean that we are dull stones. Srila
Prabhupada has given us the plan: “Spread Krsna conscious-
ness.” Now tax your brain how to do this. His American and
European disciples are always thinking, “How can we spread
Krsna consciousness?”” And in that absorption they will be able
to see Krsna. They will become perfect. This is the edict of
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, who, in his explanation
of the forty-first verse of the Second Chapter of Bhagavad-
gitd, explains that the orders of the spiritual master are the life.
substance of the disciple. Just like your heartbeat, or your
blood circulation, or your respiration, you can't live without ;
them. They are as intrinsic as your feelings of desire and love,
which are present as long as you have life. Take away a disciple’s
following the order of his spiritual master, and there is nothing
left of him. And he should be like that. It should not be that if
you take away his connection with his spiritual master he will
still have something. No. He's got nothing left. “Your mercy is’
all that I am made of.” The disciple should take that position/
He shouldn’t consider whether he’s going back home, back to
Godhead. Don't think, “I can establish my own relationship
with Krsna. I am a big advanced devotee, and I am thinking of
Krsna. This is my spiritual life, and I will become liberated.”
Whether you go back to Godhead or not shouldn’t even be a
consideration. Your first business is to execute the order of
your spiritual master.
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We know that sometimes great devotees like the gopis
were following the order of Krsna, their spiritual master, even
though that following was apparently detrimental to their going
back to Godhead. But they didn't care. They would do anything
to please the spiritual master. Thus a disciple should always
meditate on the order of the spiritual master. And that is perfect
meditation. If someone asks us about meditation, we can tell
him that we always think of the instructions given to us by
Srila Prabhupada, and that that is perfect meditation on Krsna.
Not only should the disciple meditate upon the spiritual mas-
ter’s order, but he should find out the means by which he can
perfectly worship and execute that order.

Srila Prabhupada is such an exalted, pure devotee that
when we think of him, Krsna is very pleased. This is the way
we should think of Krsna. When the Supersoul sees, “They are
thinking of My pure devotee and planning how to follow his
instructions,” then He is very eager to help us fulfill Prabhu-
pada’s mission. And if we are executing that mission, then
everything else will come automatically. Krsna says, “For My
devotees, I carry what they lack and preserve what they have.”
If we are fully engaged in serving His pure devotee, then
liberation will come, and so will anything material that you
need for your service.

Just look at this Krsna consciousness movement. Srila
Prabhupada says there is no scarcity of money. All you have to
do is follow the orders of the spiritual master, and everything
will come. Money will come, liberation will come, happiness
will come. Everything that you want will come, because Krsna
will award it. Srila Prabhupada once described that by preach-
ing we're like Krsna's advertising firm —advertising the glories
of Krsna. Big businesses spend millions of dollars for their
advertising. So do you think that when you engage yourself
fully as an advertiser for Krsna, He is not going to maintain
you or take care of you? As long as He sees that you are not
cheating in the name of being His representative, then —He's
not a poor man—He'll give you all that you need . . . if you're
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actually sincere. Srila Prabhupada has said that Krsna will give
you the whole world so that you can rule it and make it Krsna
conscious; but you have to be humble. You have to be worthy.
He'll not give everything to persons who are devotees in name
only and who would abuse His good name and ruin everything.
The measure of success will be there; Krsna will reward us
when He sees we are undoubtedly His staunch representatives.

Krsna gave Srila Prabhupida never-before-attained
powers to preach all over the world. Srila Prabhupada has
said —it almost seems in joking —that we should do more than
he’s done. So at least we have to try, and if Krsna agrees, then
the Krsna consciousness movement can spread. Sometimes we
appear to be struggling on a very low level, but we have to
keep it up and become purified. Then Krsna will reward us.

How is serving the spiritual master the same as seeing the
Supreme Personality of Godhead? Srila Prabhupada writes,
“The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Paramatma, appeared
before the queen as a brahmana. But why didn’t He appear in
His original form as Sri Krsna? Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura remarks that unless one is very highly elevated in
serving the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one cannot see
Him as He is. Nonetheless, if one sticks to the principles enun-
ciated by the spiritual master, somehow or other he is in
association with the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” So
even though we can'’t see Krsna, we have to understand that
somehow or other we are associating with Krsna. It is being
achieved, even though we don’t know it. The example is that
when you take off in an airplane you may not even notice that
you have taken off, but when you look out the window you see
the good results—you're high in the air. So we can’t deny this:
when we chant Hare Krsna and follow the four rules and live in
the d@srama in the association of devotees, we are actually
associating with Krsna.

Don't look at it from a material position and become
cynical: “They say Krsna consciousness is so wonderful, but
actually these people are very imperfect, and this is not so
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wonderful.” That'’s just looking at it externally, and it means
’?ou are still on the bodily level. Actually, you should think, “I
| can't quite grasp it. I keep thinking of externals. I keep thinking
. of my body. But I know I am in the sacred association of Krsna
- and Krsna's devotees, and there is nothing more valuable than
| this. I wish I could appreciateit. I don’t appreciate it now, but at
i least I am not going to stupidly ruin it, or leave it (as if it were
\ something that could be thrown away) in favor of material
life.” To directly see the cowherd boy Syamasundara —that is
beyond us. But if you stick to the principles of the spiritual
master, then actually you are seeing Govinda. Since the Lord is
in everyone’s heart, He can advise the sincere disciple from
ithin. This was also confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita: “To
those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love,
(give the understanding by which they can come to Me.”
- Ifadisciple is very serious in executing the mission of the
spiritual master, he immediately associates with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. This is the only secret of success in
seeing the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Instead of being
eager to see the Lord in some bush in Vrndavana while at the
same time engaging in sense gratification, if one sticks to the
principle of following the words of the spiritual master he will
see the Supreme Lord without difficulty. As Bilvamangala
Thakura has said, “If I am engaged in devotional service unto
You, my dear Lord, then very easily can I perceive Your presence
everywhere. And as far as liberation is concerned, I think that
liberation stands at my door with folded hands, waiting to
serve me. And all material conveniences of dharma, artha, and
kama stand with her.” If one is very highly advanced in devo-
tional service, he will have no difficulty seeing the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. If one engages in the service of the
spiritual master, he not only sees the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, but also attains liberation.
When you look out at the material world and the people
in this world, if you see the people as potential devotees, if you
see the variety of things in the material world as things that can
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be used for Krsna, then that's seeing Krsna. When you see a
person, see a potential servant of Krsna. Don’t see something
as an object of material desire, but as something which can be
used to glorify Krsna. That is seeing Krsna. As far as material |
conveniences are concerned, they automatically come, just as -
the maidservants of the queen follow her wherever she goes.
Liberation is no problem for the pure devotee, and all material ;
conveniences are awaiting him. ’

-






suta uvdca
iti bhitah praja-drohat
sarva-dharma-vivitsaya
tato vinasanam pragad
yatra deva-vrato 'patat

Siuita Gosvami said: Being afraid for having killed
so many subjects on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra,
Maharaja Yudhisthira went to the scene of the mas-
sacre. There, Bhismadeva was lying on a bed of
arrows, about to pass away.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.9.1

enlighten us in understanding the significance of Srila

Prabhupada. We want to understand the great soul in every
activity he performs. His passing away, of course, is the last
chapter of his pastimes in the material world. Lord Krsna and
Lord Caitanya also passed away. That means literally “passed
away” —out of our sight, into the next world. It's not that they
have ceased to exist.

Today we are reading about Bhismadeva’s passing away,
which was very glorious. It was glorious because he gave

I f we hear about the passing away of Bhismadeva, it will
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wonderful instructions—and he gave them in a condition no
ordinary person could have tolerated. He was shot through
with so many arrows that he was lying in the warfield on a bed
of arrows; yet he maintained his mental stability because he
was a great yogi. He was not attached to his body, and he was
able to give instructions to Yudhisthira. He was so great that
Lord Krsna Himself came there just so Bhisma would be able
to see Him as he passed away. And this ensured Bhisma and
everyone else there that Bhisma returned to Godhead on
leaving his body. Whatever anyone thinks at the time of death,
that consciousness determines his next body. So everyone knew
that Bhisma went back to Godhead.

One obvious parallel here with the life of Srila Prabhupada
is that he was always in the company of Krsna and that he
continued to be in Krsna’s company at the end of his life. Srila
Prabhupada taught us, “People say they want to see Krsna, but
I say, ‘Do you have the eyes to see Krsna?” Premajana-cchurita
bhakti vilocanena. You have to qualify your eyes with the
salve of devotion; otherwise, you can't see Krsna. You are so
proud. You demand to see God. But you can hear God in His
holy name. This is called ndma-avatara.”People ask, “Where is

/IS;‘sna? He is supposed to come every age, so why isn’t He
” coming now?” The answer is that Krsna is here in the name
“Krsna.” Lord Caitanya taught that Krsna is not different from
His name. Sarikirtana, the chanting of the holy name, is not
- different from Krsna. It is Krsna appearing in this age. The
Hare Krsna mantra is Krsna. Srila Prabhupada, of course, is in
disciplic succession from Lord Caitanya, through his spiritual
master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, and this is the teaching
for this age. Kalau tad dhari-kirtanat. “In the age of Kali, the
best method for worshiping God is to chant the holy name.” In
'Satya-yuga, the recommended process was meditation. In
» Treta-yuga, it was to offer sacrifice. In Dvapara-yuga it was to
; personally worship the Lord. And now, in Kali-yuga —kalau
\ tad dhari-kirtanat —the process is to chant the name of Krsna.
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So during his last days, Prabhupada was surrounding
himself with the holy name. His whole life had been dedicated
to spreading the holy name to every town and village. For his
passing away, he especially wanted to fill his room with de-
votees chanting Hare Krsna, and Krsna fulfilled that wish.
Srila Prabhupada left his body in the most sacred place on
earth, Vrndavana, surrounded by Vaisnavas. We are neophyte
devotees, just recently picked up from the mleccha class, but
anyone who chants Hare Krsna, even if he is born in a dog-
eater family, has to be considered an exalted devotee who is
qualified to perform Vedic yajfia. Srila Prabhupada was sur-
rounded by kirtana performed by the Vaisnavas he had created,
who were qualified only by following his orders. And that
kirtana was actually Krsna.

What to speak of Srila Prabhupada, even an ordinary
devotee who leaves his body in Vrndavana, hearing the chant-
ing of Hare Krsna, goes back to Krsna. A few months ago, a
young girl died in Vrndavana, and Srila Prabhupada was asked
if she went back to Godhead to personally associate with Krsna.
He said, “Yes. Anyone who leaves his body in Vrndavana is
liberated.” So what to speak of the person who is in the foremost
Vrndavana consciousness—Srila Prabhupada. There is no
doubt about His Divine Grace’s destination. Prabhupada used
to say, ‘I can either stay or leave. | have no objection. If I go to
the spiritual world, I'll do the same thing I am doing here: I'll
serve Krsna.”

So just as Bhisma saw Krsna at the end, Srila Prabhupada
also saw Krsna. As Bhisma gave instructions from the bed of
arrows, Srila Prabhupada also gave instructions from a position
that was so painful and difficult that it seemed a humanly
impossible feat. Srila Prabhupada had eaten almost nothing
for six months, and his body was so emaciated. According to
the doctors, his body was in such a condition that he was in
intense pain. But Prabhupada remained completely collected
and noble and grave. And he was teaching . . . until the end. He
was teaching Svarapa Damodara das that life comes from life,
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not from matter. He was peaching and giving instructions to so
many devotees. He was showing us that one should preach
with every breath he has. And he was teaching us how to die.
The time of death, as King Kulasekhara prays, is very
" difficult. Death means that the soul cannot stand to live in the
body any more. Everything collapses. Whatever the cause
. is—heart failure, electric shock, wearing out of the body—it
“. means that the situation has become unbearable for the soul.
For the soul to leave the body is not an easy thing. It causes
great distress. Therefore, one should not take birth again,
because every time he takes birth he will have to die again. And
death is the most fearful thing for the living being. As Srila
Prabhupada explains it: Imagine that you are a very lowly
person but you have been promised that in your next life you
will be born as a king. Someone might think, “Yes, I'd like to be
a king in my next life.” But then suppose someone says, “All
right, you have to leave your present body right now, and then
you can take the king’s body.” Nobody would want to do it,
because to leave the body is such botheration for the soul. He is
not supposed to die; he is supposed to live eternally in his
spiritual body. To be in such an unnatural situation, in which
he who doesn't die has to die, is the greatest pain. So at the time
of death, a person usually just thinks of the death rattle in his
throat or the pain. King Kulasekhara prayed, “Please let me
pass away, not in some prolonged contemplation of my bodily
death, but just while I am chanting Hare Krsna. If I can meditate
on You and then pass from this body, that would be good.”
But Srila Prabhupada taught us how it is possible to go
step by step to death in Krsna consciousness. In one of his last
days, he told one of our Godbrothers, Satadhanya Mabharaja,
“Don’t think that this isn’t going to happen to you.” Because
one may tend to think, “Yes, Prabhupada has departed, but we
are still here. We will carry on in our youthful way after his
departure.” But the same thing is going to happen to us! He
underwent what everyone has to undergo —death, which is so
fearful —in a way that was perfect and glorious. When we have
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to go, we can cling to the memory of how a great soul left his
body—always thinking of Krsna, surrounding himself with
the medicine of chanting Hare Krsna, wanting to hear about
Krsna, and being very detached from the misery of the material
condition.

Acdrya means one who teaches by example. And this last
lesson that Srila Prabhupada gave us was one of his most
wonderful and most important. He taught by his life and in his
books. Whatever Srila Prabhupada did was instructive: the
way he ate, the way he walked, the way he dressed, the way he
lay down, the way he breathed, the way he moved. Everything
a great soul does should be carefully studied —not imitated,
but understood and followed. It's meant to be followed.

As I mentioned before, we can compare Bhisma’s passing
away to Prabhupada’s. Bhisma was a great soul, and the
particular details of his passing away are instructive for every:
one. This is real education: learning how to die. The dog dies, )
the cat dies, the human being dies. When the cat and dog die,
there’s no meaning, but a human being is supposed to under-
stand the process for going back to the spiritual world at the
time of death. Ante ndrdyana smrti: “The ultimate test is
whether at the time of death you are able to remember Nara-
yana, or Krsna.” We don’t know the internal situation of the
pure devotee —no one can know the mind of a Vaisnava—but
Srila Prabhupada obviously remained fixed and undisturbed.
His passing away was a perfect lesson.

A few days after Prabhupada disappeared, I asked Giriraja
Goswami, “What is the actual significance of our having been
witnesses of Srila Prabhupada’s passing away?” And he said,
“Well, to actually have seen it means that you can bear witness
that up to the very end, Prabhupada remained exactly the
same. There was nothing suddenly incongruous with what he
had previously shown and taught us.” So we can attest to that.
Kirtaniananda Maharaja commented that Prabhupada passed
away showing us no miracle and no gimmicks, but always
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depending on Krsna. His passing was also very peaceful and in
the perfect situation: in Vrndavana with the devotees.

Let’s read a little more about Bhisma now. “At that time,
all his brothers followed him on beautiful chariots drawn by
first-class horses decorated with gold ornaments. With him
were Vyasa and rsis like Dhaumya, the learned priest of the
Pandavas, and others. O sage amongst the brahmanas, Lord
Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead, also followed, seated
on a chariot with Arjuna. Thus King Yudhisthira appeared
very aristocratic, like Kuvera surrounded by his companions
the Guhyakas.” Krsna wanted the Pandavas to go there, because
Bhisma always liked the Pandavas. He tried to protect them
when they were boys growing up. They had to undergo such
trouble. But now they were well placed again, so he would be

Fhappy to see them in this way. Srila Prabhupada was also
\  happy to see his devotees, and he was unhappy if they didn’t
,,\‘:;, ,come and be with him. This means that he accepts his disciples
. !and encourages them to see him and become more attached to
"him, so that they can carry on Krsna consciousness in his
-absence. Srila Prabhupada was surrounded by loving devotees
and was cared for attentively. He was happy to see his disciples

and hear them chanting.

Krsna Himself came to the Battlefield of Kuruksetra for
the sake of Bhisma. “Seeing him (Bhisma) lying on the ground
like a demigod fallen from the sky, the Pandava king Yudhis-
thira, along with his younger brothers and Lord Krsna, bowed
down before him ” Krsna planned that not only would Bhisma
be happy, but the Pandavas would benefit from his instructions.
Yudhisthira was in great anxiety for having killed so many
people, so he had gone to many great personalities, even Lord
Krsna, and submitted, “I think my life is ruined. How can I
make up for all this slaughter? Millions were killed at Kuru-
ksetra just to reinstate me on the royal throne.” But no one
could pacify his heart. Therefore, Krsna wanted the Pandavas
to hear from Bhisma, who alone was able to give such great
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instructions even at the time of his death. So, Krsna likes to
glorify His devotee.

Krsna enjoys playing different roles with His devotees,
just so that He can taste transcendental pleasure. He doesn’t
want to always act as God; sometimes He likes to act in human
society and taste loving mellows with different devotees. And
here He is reacting like an ordinary person. Srila Prabhupéa

also liked to do that: to submit to the care of his devotees and . .-

take their advice, although he was actually directing them.

This especially was his mood at the end. “You just take care of : A

everything. I'll agree to whatever you say,” he told his servants :
and secretary. He let them direct him, even to the point of |
washing and feeding him, moving him, and consoling and '
encouraging him. He simply let them do as they liked. -

The next verse reads, “Just to see the chief of the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>