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and can potentially save cash-strapped parents, and the rest of us, 70 percent on
the cost of heating their shower. The prize of $684,000 will be used to refine the product
and get it to market more quickly.
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Immersion’s Touch Feedback The recycling shower captures water you have already used
Gets Into Fujitsu Smartphone in a reservoir, which is likely to be built into the base of the 2,
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out any heavier particles or materials. The 70 percent of

the water that survives this filtering mechanism is pasteurized to kill any bacteria and 4
redirected back into the shower head. The whole real-time, recycling process takes a mere
25 seconds and reduces the amount of water used in an average shower by 70 percent. 5.
Since you are recirculating water which is already warm, energy costs are further reduced
over heating cold mains water.
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The inventor of the shower technology, Peter Brewir, is a director of Water Recycling

Shower. He also_invented concrete canvas, a fabric that, when sprayed with water, turns

into concrete with 24 hours. Concrete canvas allows solid structures to be built quickly in
disaster zones.

According to Christy, showering is the second largest energy cost in most households. In
markets like Australia, where the company is based, water shortages are also a problem.
“When I moved to Australia at the end of 2007, there was a really bad drought.” Christy
explained. “In Brisbane the water was down to 16 percent in a city of 2.1 million people.
You were supposed to limit your showers to four minutes. Y ou see what people do when
there is no petrol. You can imagine what they are going to do when there is no water.”
Based on the current cost of water and energy in Australia, the recycling shower would
save around $185 per person per year. However, the Queensland

Water Commission estimates that water heating costs in that area of Australia will double
by 2016.

Christy estimates that the shower is currently around 18 months away from market. The

company will sell directly to consumers. The whole package will consist of a replacement

for the current shower’s thermostat and showerhead, a reservoir to collect used water and
a briefcase-sized unit containing the filtering system.

The first target market for the recycling shower is the United Kingdom, where 50 percent
of the population already uses an electric shower. One possible disadvantage of the shower
in other markets is that it requires a higher power supply to be available in the bathroom
(40 Amps as opposed to the usual mains power of 15-20 Amps) because the filtering
system uses a lot of energy during a shower. Bathrooms with electric showers will already

Technology News

Go to Complete List »

Subscribe to Technology RSS Feeds

Bits Blog
Personal Tech
Pogue’s Posts

Start-Ups
Companies

-MAILED MOST VIEWED

OP-ED COLUMNIST
The Wrong Inequality

OP-ED CONTRIBUTOR
A Sister’s Eulogy for Steve Jobs

PROFILES IN SCIENCE | MICHAEL S. GAZZANIGA

Decoding the Brain’s Cacophony

A Nursing Home Shrinks Until It Feels
Like a Home

OP-ED CONTRIBUTOR
Israel and the Apartheid Slander

A Last Bastion of Civility, the South,
Sees Manners Decline

. Well: A Thanksgiving Feast, No Turkeys

Allowed

The Stone: An Interview With A.C.
Grayling

A Tumor Is No Clearer in Hindsight

Stanley Fish: My Life Report

Show My Recommendations



have such a connection. The initial cost will be around $2,365 per shower. Christy says
that an average household should save enough within the first 3 years to cover the initial
investment.

The recycling shower has one competitor in a company called Quench Showers, also
based in Australia. Quench’s shower system divides a shower into two phases: soaping and
rinsing. 100 percent of water used in the rinsing phase is reused after the water is filtered,
pressurised and heated. There does seem to be a rather inconvenient wait between the

soaping and rinsing phase.

A future Water Recycling Shower feature that is bound to be popular with parents of
teenagers everywhere, is the shower remote control. No more endless showers for Madam,
unless she likes them cold.

Water Recycling Shower was founded in 2009, has one employee (the Green Challenge
prize will mainly be used to hire engineers), is based in Brisbane Australia and is privately
funded.
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