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IELTS READING LESSON 10/16/2019 
 
Section One Vocabulary 
Match the correct word in column A with the definition in column B, then use it in a sample sentence.    

               

Column A Column B 

VOCABULARY DEFINITION 

1. Occur (verb) A. to ignore or accept behavior that some people consider wrong 

2. Vary (verb) B. develop or present (a theory, policy, or system) in further detail 

3. Vulnerable (Adj) C. the action or state of paying no attention to something. 

4. Elaborate (verb) D. happen; take place 

5. Condone (verb) E. the act or process of supporting a cause or proposal 

6. Advocacy (noun) F. differ in size, amount, degree, or nature from something else of the same general class. 

7. Disregard (noun) G. exposed to the possibility of being attacked or harmed, either physically or emotionally. 
 

Section Two Reading 

 

ARTICLE A   Violence against women 
Source + Source  
 

1. Violence against women (VAW), also known as gender-based violence and sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) are violent 
acts the victims of which are primarily or exclusively women or girls. Such violence is often considered a form of hate crime, 
committed against women or girls specifically because they are female, and can take many forms. 

 

2. VAW has a very long history, though the incidents and intensity of such violence have varied over time and even today vary 
between societies. Such violence is often seen as a mechanism for the subjugation of women, whether in society in general or in 
an interpersonal relationship. Such violence may arise from a sense of entitlement, superiority, misogyny or similar attitudes in the 
perpetrator, or because of his violent nature, especially against women. 

 

3. The UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women states, "Violence against women is a manifestation of 
historically unequal power relations between men and women" and "violence against women is one of the crucial social 
mechanisms by which women are forced into a subordinate position compared with men." 

 

4. Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations, declared in a 2006 report posted on the United Nations Development Fund 
for Women (UNIFEM) website: Violence against women and girls is a problem of pandemic proportions. At least one out of every 
three women around the world has been beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in her lifetime with the abuser usually 
someone known to her. 

 

Definition  

5. A number of international instruments that aim to eliminate violence against women and domestic violence have been enacted by 
various international bodies. These generally start with a definition of what such violence is, with a view to combating such 
practices. The Istanbul Convention (Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and 
domestic violence) of the Council of Europe describes VAW "as a violation of human rights and a form of discrimination against 
women" and defines VAW as "all acts of gender-based violence that result in, or are likely to result in, physical, sexual, 
psychological or economic harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, 
whether occurring in public or in private life. 

 

6.  The 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) of the United Nations General 
Assembly makes recommendations relating to VAW, and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action mention VAW.  
However, the 1993 United Nations General Assembly resolution on the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women 
was the first international instrument to explicitly define VAW and elaborate on the subject. Other definitions of VAW are set out 
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in the 1994 Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women and by the 
2003 Maputo Protocol. 

 

7. In addition, the term gender-based violence refers to "any acts or threats of acts intended to hurt 
or make women suffer physically, sexually or psychologically, and which affect women because 
they are women or affect women disproportionately".  The definition of gender-based violence is 
most often "used interchangeably with violence against women",  and some articles on VAW 
reiterate these conceptions by suggesting that men are the main perpetrators of this violence, 
Moreover, the definition stated by the 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women also supported the notion that violence is rooted in the inequality between men and 
women when the term violence is used together with the term 'gender-based.' 

 

8. In Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the protection of women against violence, the Council of 
Europe stipulated that VAW "includes, but is not limited to, the following": 
a. violence occurring in the family or domestic unit, including, inter alia, physical and mental aggression, emotional and 
psychological abuse, rape and sexual abuse, incest, rape between spouses, regular or occasional partners and cohabitants, crimes 
committed in the name of honour, female genital and sexual mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women, such as 
forced marriages; 

 

9. b. violence occurring within the general community, including, inter alia, rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation at 
work, in institutions or elsewhere trafficking in women for the purposes of sexual exploitation and economic exploitation and sex 
tourism; 
c. violence perpetrated or condoned by the state or its officials; 
d. violation of the human rights of women in situations of armed conflict, in particular, the taking of hostages, forced 
displacement, systematic rape, sexual slavery, forced pregnancy, and trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation and 
economic exploitation. 

 

10. These definitions of VAW as being gender-based are seen by some to be unsatisfactory and problematic. These definitions are 
conceptualized in an understanding of society as patriarchal, signifying unequal relations between men and women.[20] 
Opponents of such definitions argue that the definitions disregard violence against men and that the term gender, as used in 
gender-based violence, only refers to women. Other critics argue that employing the term gender in this particular way may 
introduce notions of inferiority and subordination for femininity and superiority for masculinity.  There is no widely accepted 
current definition that covers all the dimensions of gender-based violence rather than the one for women that tends to reproduce 
the concept of binary oppositions: masculinity versus femininity. 

 

Effect on society 

11. According to an article in the Health and Human Rights Journal, regardless of many years of advocacy and involvement of many 
feminist activist organizations, the issue of violence against women still "remains one of the most pervasive forms of human rights 
violations worldwide". The violence against women can occur in both public and private spheres of life and at any time of their life 
span. Violence against women often keeps women from wholly contributing to the social, economic, and political development of 
their communities. 

 

12.  Many women are terrified by these threats of violence and this essentially influences their lives so that they are impeded to 
exercise their human rights; for instance, they fear to contribute to the development of their communities socially, economically 
and politically. Apart from that, the causes that trigger VAW or gender-based violence can go beyond just the issue of gender and 
into the issues of age, class, culture, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation and specific geographical area of their origins. 

 

13. Significant progress towards the protection of women from violence has been made on the international level as a product of the 
collective effort of lobbying by many women's rights movements; international organizations to civil society groups. As a result, 
worldwide governments and international as well as civil society organizations actively work to combat violence against women 
through a variety of programs. 

 

14.  Among the major achievements of the women's rights movements against violence on girls and women, the landmark 
accomplishments are the "Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women" that implies "political will towards 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_and_Human_Rights_(journal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_and_Human_Rights_(journal)
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addressing VAW " and the legal binding agreement, "the Convention on Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW)".  In addition, the UN General Assembly resolution also designated 25 November as International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women. 

  

Why we must eliminate violence against women  

15. Violence against women and girls (VAWG) is one of the most widespread, persistent and 
devastating human rights violations in our world today remains largely unreported due to 
the impunity, silence, stigma, and shame surrounding it. 

 

16. In general terms, it manifests itself in physical, sexual and psychological forms, 
encompassing: 
intimate partner violence (battering, psychological abuse, marital rape, femicide); sexual violence and harassment (rape, forced 
sexual acts, unwanted sexual advances, child sexual abuse, forced marriage, street harassment, stalking, cyber- harassment); 
human trafficking (slavery, sexual exploitation); female genital mutilation; and child marriage. 

 

17. To further clarify, the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women issued by the UN General Assembly in 1993, 
defines violence against women as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or 
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether 
occurring in public or in private life.” 

 

18. The adverse psychological, sexual and reproductive health consequences of VAWG affect women at all stages of their life. For 
example, early-set educational disadvantages not only represent the primary obstacle to universal schooling and the right to 
education for girls; down the line, they are also to blame for restricting access to higher education and even translate into limited 
opportunities for women in the labor market. 

 

19. While gender-based violence can happen to anyone, anywhere, some women and girls are particularly vulnerable - for instance, 
young girls and older women, women who identify as lesbian, bisexual, transgender or intersex, migrants and refugees, indigenous 
women and ethnic minorities, or women and girls living with HIV and disabilities, and those living through humanitarian crises. 

 

20. Violence against women continues to be an obstacle to achieving equality, development, peace as well as the fulfillment of 
women's and girls’ human rights. All in all, the promise of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - to leave no one behind - 
cannot be fulfilled without putting an end to violence against women and girls. 

 

21. Alarming Figures 
1 in 3 women and girls experience physical or sexual violence in their lifetime, most frequently by an intimate partner 
Only 52% of women married or in a union freely make their own decisions about sexual relations, contraceptive use, and health 
care. Worldwide, almost 750 million women and girls alive today were married before their 18th birthday; while 200 million 
women and girls have undergone female genital mutilation (FGM) 
1 in 2 women killed worldwide were killed by their partners or family in 2012; while only 1 out of 20 men were killed under similar 
circumstances. 

 

22. 71% of all human trafficking victims worldwide are women and girls, and 3 out of 4 of these women and girls are sexually 
exploited. Violence against women is as serious a cause of death and incapacity among women of reproductive age as cancer, and 
a greater cause of ill-health than traffic accidents and malaria combined. 

 

Global Action: Orange the World 

23. The 25th of every month has been designated as Orange Day by the UN Women campaign Say No, UNiTE launched in 2009 to 
mobilize civil society, activists, governments and the UN system in order to amplify the impact of the UN Secretary-General’s 
campaign, UNiTE to End Violence against Women. Participants the world over are encouraged to wear a touch of orange in 
solidarity with the cause - the color symbolizes a brighter future and a world free from violence against women and girls. 

 

24. The 2018 theme is Orange the World: #HearMeToo and like previous editions, the date marks the launch of 16 days of activism 
that will conclude on 10 December 2018, International Human Rights Day. 


