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Unit Structure
• The first few lessons of the unit are meant to acquaint 

students with some background knowledge of the “global 
community” and “global issues”.

• Students are set up in “Experts Groups” with each group 
focusing its attention on one of up to 7 global issues:  
 2010 Haiti Earthquake
 COVID-19 Pandemic
 Climate Change
 HIV/AIDS in Africa

 Invasive Species
 Food Scarcity
 Asian Tsunami 

Three-Part Lesson Format

Getting 
Started

Working
On It

Reflecting 
& Connecting

Lessons focus on 
a curriculum 
expectation or 
“Concept of 
Disciplinary 
Thinking”, using 
the topic of 
International 
Trade to provide 
students with a 
framework for 
how to approach 
their Expert 
Group’s global 
issue.

• Students learn more 
about their Expert 
Group’s global issue 
through reading 
student text, 
researching, and 
consulting with peers 
& teacher. 

• Students apply the 
concepts introduced 
with International 
Trade from “Getting 
Started”. 

• Information is 
recorded using a 
variety of templates.

• The class gathers 
to share 
information about 
their topics, often 
in a formal 
“Knowledge Building 
Circle”.

• Students make 
connections 
between topics as 
they contribute to 
the collective body 
of knowledge.



Unit Components
What you will find in the Google Drive folder!

Main 
Unit 

Slides

Global 
Issues 
Flipbook

7 Global Issues Topics; 
Students choose or are 
assigned ONE of these 
topics to focus upon.

• Teacher-led lessons based on 
International Trade.

• Individual or group inquiries 
on one of seven topics.

Printable
PDF 



16 Lessons
1. How Do Countries Interact 

with Each Other in the Global 
Community

2. Global Issues Picture Sort 
and Carousel

3. What is a Global Issue?
4. Asking Good Questions
5. Gathering and Organizing 

Information
6. How Do Maps Help Us 

Understand Global Issues?
7. Significance of an Issue
8. Significant Events, People & 

Developments in Our Issues
9. Cause & Consequence, Part 1
10. Cause & Consequence, Part 2
11. Patterns & Trends
12. Interrelationships, Part 1
13. Interrelationships, Part 2
14. Interrelationships, Part 3
15. Perspectives 
16. Culminating Task:  Report 

Card



3-Part Lessons in 
PRINTABLE VERSION



International Trade

International trade is used as the teacher 
model for exploring global issues.  Trade is 
looked at using the “Concepts of Social Studies 
Thinking” in lessons.  Students then apply these 
concepts to the specific global issues they are 
exploring.



7 Global Issues 
Topics

Each student focuses on 
ONE topic.  



Global Issues Texts:  
PRINTABLE VERSION

Each “issue” contains 6-10 pages of 
student text, including scannable 
barcodes to relevant websites.



Student Texts:  
DIGITAL VERSION



Global Issues Flipbook

Digital Version: Students type directly onto slides.

Completed examples of 
each flipbook page are 
provided, using the topic 
of international trade.

Printable 
Version



Digital Version Can 
be Used with Google 

Read & Write



Mapping
Printable Digital



Printable:  QR Codes Digital: Clickable Links



Extra Student 
Instructions

Additional Teacher 
Notes

Digital Version



Instruction Booklet

Answer Keys
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