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BAGUIO CITY – 

Members of the city 
legislative body under-
scored there is no recom-
mendation or agreement 
reached in their previous 
regular session requesting 
the City Mayor to close the 
ongoing Christmas fair 
being undertaken by the 
Baguio Tourism Council 
(BTC) at the Rose Garden 
because of documented 
violations of existing trade 
fair ordinances, among 
other prevailing rules and 
regulations.

During a clarificato-
ry meeting as part of the 
body’s regular session 
last Monday, city  legis-
lators pointed out that 
from the start, the BTC 

did not divulge all the 
details of the conduct of 
the so-called Christmas 
fair that resulted to the 
commission of some 
blatant violations by those 
who were provided with 
chalets that was further 
blown out of propor-
tion in the social media 
where personal attacks 
were made against some 
city counselors  and BTC 
officers.

However, BTC interim 
chairperson Gladys 
Vergara admitted there 
were some lapses in the 
planning, execution 
and management of the 
activities in the ongoing 
Christmas fair but the pin-
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WASTE MANAGEMENT AT HOME - General Services Officer Eugene Buyucan 
shows his home composting system to manage  biodegradable waste as the city 
government continue to campaign for waste segregation at source and composting 
- Photo by Miley Yvonne Elegado

Initial audit shows 57 barangays can 
accommodate roadside parking
BAGUIO CITY – At 

least 57 barangays can 
accommodate on-street 
or off-street parking, 
according to the initial 
audit report conducted 
by the City Engineering 
Office.

CEO Traffic Engr. 
Richard Lardizabal 
reported to the Man-
agement Committee 
led by Mayor Benjamin 
Magalong Dec. 10 that 
out of the 128 barangays 
in the city, 104 have either 
been validated or audited 
for parking viability.

The 57 barangays were 
affirmed to have ample 
spaces to provide parking 
slots either along their 

roads or their basketball 
courts.

The remaining 24 
barangays  wi l l  be 
evaluated in the ongoing 
audit recently ordered by 
the mayor to systematize 
the parking scheme of all 
barangays in the city.

Lardizabal said they 
evaluated whether the 
streets were two-way 
or one-way streets with 
roadside parking and 
can still allow emergency 
vehicles to pass.

Their widths were also 
measured to determine 
if they can allow parking 
with the standard 
clearance measure-
ments of three meters for 

to six meters for two-way 
streets.

Another consideration 
was whether the streets 
were busy thoroughfares 
or not.

The audit report will 
be the city’s basis in 
approving barangay res-
olutions designating 
parking slots within their 
jurisdictions.

The mayor earlier 
assured that the city will 
continue to allow the des-
ignation of appropriate 
stretches for parking par-
ticularly those covered by 
barangay ordinances only 
if these parked vehicles 
will not impede the flow of 
traffic./Aileen P. Refuerzo  

one-way 
and 5.7 

Council ready to approve 
P2.255 billion budget
BAGUIO CITY – The 

city legislative body 
expressed its willingness 
to approve the proposed 
P2.255 billion annual 
budget of the city gov-
ernment next year once 
the executive branch shall 
have submitted the details 
where the excess funds 
will be appropriated.

Last Monday, the city 
legislative body was 
supposed to approve the 
annual budget of the city 
but the sudden reduction 
on the proposed budget 
of the city’s hosting of the 
Cordillera Administrative 
Region Athletic Associa-
tion (CARAA) from the 
previous P15.5 million to 
more or less P10 million 
created the presence of 
some P5 million unallo-
cated funds that must be 
provided with items to 
fund, thus, the approval of 
the budget was deferred to 
allow the executive branch 
to identify the projects 
that will be funded by the 
excess funds.

Mayor Benjamin B. 
Magalong informed city 
legislators that upon 
consultations with the 
members of the city 
finance committee, the 
items that will be funded 
by the P5 million excess 
from the earlier proposed 
CARAA budget will be 
identified and subse-
quently submitted to the 

city legislative body on or 
before December 16, 2019 
to warrant the approval of 
the city’s annual budget.

The city legislative body 
previously conducted 
a number of special 
sessions to deliberate on 
the proposed budgets of 
each of the departments 
of the city government 
before it was submitted 
for the approval of the 
same during last Monday’s 
regular session.

Earlier,  both the 
executive and city leg-
islative branches of the 
city government agreed 
to increase the annual 
budget of the city next 
year from the proposed 
P2.230 billion to P2.255 
billion wherein the addi-
tional P15 million will 
cover the expenses that 
will be incurred during 
the city’s hosting of the 
CARAA, a mandatory 
regional athletic competi-
tion while the P10 million 
will serve as the seed 
money for the city’s college 
educational financial 
assistance program that 
will be contained in an 
ordinance that was even-
tually approved on third 
and final reading.

The city legislative 
body assured that once 
that the breakdown of the 
items that will be funded 
by the P5 million excess 
budget shall have been 

identified, the proposed 
annual budget will be 
approved, including the 
city’s annual investment 
plan (AIP) where all the 
priority projects that will 
be provided funding will 
be contained.

Under the pertinent 
provisions of Republic Act 
(RA) 7160 or the Local 
Government Code of the 
Philippines, local legisla-
tive bodies are allowed to 
deliberate on the proposed 
annual budgets of local 
governments even beyond 
the current year but only 
for the first 90 days of the 
following year wherein 
no other items will be 
deliberated until such 
time that the budget will 
be approved by virtue of 
an ordinance that will be 
passed.

While local legislative 
bodies will be deliberat-
ing on the annual budgets 
of local governments 
beyond the current year, 
the concerned local gov-
ernment will be operating 
on a re-enacted budget 
for the first 90 days of the 
following year but once 
the proposed annual 
budget of the concerned 
local government will not 
be approved after the lapse 
of the 90-day period, the 
local government will be 
operating on a re-enacted 

Beneco justifies P160 million 
short-term loan with DBP
BAGUIO CITY  – The 

management of the 
Benguet Electric Cooper-
ative (Beneco) disclosed it 
availed of a P160 million 
loan from the Develop-
ment Bank of the Philip-
pines (DBP) which was 
part of its P300 million 
omnibus clean credit line 
for its priority projects 
that was used to provide 
its equity to the Rural 
Electric Finance Corpo-
ration (REFC), a con-
sortium of the 121 rural 
electric cooperatives in 
the country.

B e n e c o  g e n e r a l 
manager Gerardo P. 
Verzosa, who was invited 
by the city legislative 
body to shed light matter 
during Monday’s regular 
session, said the cooper-
ative’s loan with DBP was 
subsequently settled after 

two and a half months as 
Beneco was able to acquire 
a P160 million loan from 
the REFC to pay the same 
even with a slightly higher 
interest.

He pointed out among 
the added benefits derived 
by the electric coopera-
tive from being an equity 
shareholder of the REFC 
is that it will be allowed 
a seat in the board aside 
from being allowed to 
acquire a loan that is 4 
times its equity to be used 
for the implementation of 
its high impact develop-
ment projects beneficial 
to the rapidly increasing 
number of consumers.

Earlier,  the DBP 
provided Beneco with a 
P300 million omnibus 
clean credit line to provide 
the needed funds for 
the implementation of 

its future development 
projects to help improve 
the reliability of its distri-
bution system and provide 
quality power to the 
consumers.

Aside from the existing 
P300 million clean credit 
line, Beneco also availed 
from the DBP a P450 
million loan which it 
is currently using to 
finance the construction 
of its 3-megawatt hydro 
power plant in Man-asok, 
Sebang, Buguias, Benguet 
which is expected to be 
completed anytime soon.

The National Asso-
ciation of Electricity 
Consumers for Reforms 
(NASECORE) Baguio 
City chapter brought to 
the attention of the City 
Council the alleged failure 
of Beneco to provide the 
group with pertinent 
documents on the loan 
for its perusal whether 
or not the same is grossly 
disadvantageous to the 
consumers and for the 
city legislators to assist the 
non-government organi-
zation in mandating the 
management to produce 
the demanded documents.

However, the Beneco 
board decided to first 
invite the duty autho-
rized NAECORE Baguio 
chapter officer to appear 
before one of the regular 

Cont. on page 3
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meetings of the board for the concerned officers to 
explain to the group the merits of the loan and for the 
authorized officers to present a resolution authorizing 
them to represent the group in such meeting.

Verzosa underscored the Beneco board deemed it 
necessary to invite duly authorized NASECORE officers 
to explain to them the complex energy business for 
them to understand the same before giving to them 
the requested documents but it seems that they do not 
want to give due course to the invitation.

He stated it is important for everyone to under-
stand the complex scenarios in the power distribu-
tion business so that they will be able to understand 
how the industry is being administered and managed 
to avoid unnecessary conclusions in such instances./
Dexter A. See

GIFT-GIVING. Benguet Provincial Police Office 
director, Col. Elmer Ragay hands over to pupils of 
Bot-oan Elementary School in farming town Buguias, 
Benguet a goodie bag containing gifts on Tuesday. The 
same activity was held on Dec. 3 in a school in Itogon 
town. (PNA photo by Dionisio Dennis Jr.)

Cops give gifts to over 200 
Benguet town pupils
BUGUIAS, Benguet--

The Benguet Provin-
cial Police Office (BPPO) 
on Tuesday threw a 
Christmas party for over 
200 pupils and their 
teachers at the Bot-oan 
Elementary School in 
Barangay Catlubong here.

At least 262 pupils from 
Kindergarten to Grade 7, 
including 10 teachers, 
received gifts from the 
BPPO during the annual 
Christmas gift-giving 
activity of the office. The 
goodie bags contained a 
lunch box, a tumbler, an 
umbrella, and a hygiene 
kit.

There were parlor games 
and prizes, dancing and 
singing which brought 
out the vocal chops of the 
children.

To make the children 
feel comfortable, a “boo-
dle-fight” lunch was also 
prepared with everyone 
eating with their bare 
hands.

BPPO director, Col. 
Elmer Ragay said they go 
around the various towns 
every year as part of the 
outreach activity as part of 
the initiative to bring the 
people closer to the police.

“We conducted the 
program to show to the 
community that the police 
do not only look after 
the peace and order of a 
place and runs after the 
criminals. We also help 
look for ways to give joy 
and share a little, especial-
ly to the children," Ragay 
told Philippine News 
Agency (PNA).

Ragay said during the 
14th Adivay Festival and 
119th Foundation day 
of Benguet, the BPPO 
conducted a fun shoot 
fundraising event that 
yielded some money.

The amount raised was 
used for the Christmas 
outreach here and at 
Jose F. Opiles Elementa-
ry School in Tinongdan, 
Itogon, Benguet last Dec. 
3.

Teacher Rosela Bacasen 
said the activity is the first 
outreach program in their 
school.

She said the students 
are not the poorest in the 
municipality but they are 
grateful that their school 
was chosen by the BPPO 
for its activity.

"We are still grateful 
to the police not only 
because of the gift they 
shared to our students but 
also for visiting our place," 
Bacasen said.

In an interview, Chris-
topher Alabag, a village 

official at Catlubong who 
chairs the committee 
on education, said their 
village also requested for 
other outreach programs, 
hoping that other schools 
in their area will also have 
the same activity.

Ragay said the activity 
is not only about sharing 
the season with those 
in far-flung villages, but 
making them feel that 
there is the police whom 
they can call on for help.

“We want them to feel 
the presence of the police 
not only during times of 
calamities or when there 
are crimes that happen but 
also when they are happy 
and having fun playing,” 
he said. (PNA)

DPWH needs P38-B to rehabilitate 
Kennon Road
BAGUIO CITY--An 

official of the Depart-
ment of Public Works 
and Highways- Cor-
dillera Administrative 
Region (DPWH-CAR) 
on Wednesday said they 
submitted the PHP38 bil-
lion-rehabilitation project 
proposal for Kennon 
Road.

"Who knows, it could 
be funded," DPWH-CAR 
regional director Tiburcio 
Canlas said, noting that 
Kennon Road is not the 
only road in the country 
that the national govern-
ment is rehabilitating.

The proposed full reha-
bilitation will cover a rock 
netting, construction 
of a viaduct, tunneling 
system and a sabo dam 
at the demonstration 
dam, which will make it 
passable to all vehicles 
even during inclement 
weather.

Kennon Road has been 
on a close-open situation 
after the 1990 earthquake 
that disturbed its slopes, 
making it vulnerable to 
landslides, especially 
during heavy rains.

For several years, the 
road is immediately closed 
following two hours of 
non-stop heavy rains. 
For several months, prior 
to the November opening, 

only residents were 
allowed entry from 
La Union and from 

Camp 7, in Baguio.
“If it is done, Kennon 

will be an all-weather road 
for all types of vehicles and 
the infrastructures will be 
earthquake-proof,” Canlas 
said, adding that they are 
not keeping their hopes up 
that the plan will material-
ize because of the substan-
tial amount to implement 
it.

He said that fully reha-
bilitating Kennon Road 
might not happen in the 
near future that is why 
a short- term band-aid 
remedy was proposed.

The DPWH-CAR 
estimated PHP3.6 billion 
to repair at least the 21 
critical sections of the 33 
kilometer-road to make 
it passable and regularly 
open to vehicles, which is 
more realistic.

Clifton Valencerina, 
DPWH-CAR chief for 
construction, said from 
the 2019 fund, there are 
three ongoing projects--
two are managed by the 
regional office, one is 
worth PHP200 million 
which is now 42 percent 
complete and the other 
project is 65 percent done.

Both are rock netting 
projects which will 
prevent landslides.

The third project 
covered by the total 

amount is managed by the 
Benguet 1- District Office 
that covers slope construc-
tion.

The 2020 projects will 
cover five sections.

Meanwhile, Badette 
F o r o n d a  o f  t h e 
DPWH-CAR informa-
tion office in a report on 
Monday said initially, 
there were only nine 
critical sections on 
Kennon Road where 
the government needs 
PHP997 million to reha-
bilitate.

She, however, said 
the recent weather dis-
turbances in the region 
further aggravated the 
condition of Kennon road.

The 14 sections will cost 
PHP1.94 billion being 
the highest priority with 
some of them proposed 
for funding from the 
PHP507 million in 2020. 
The remaining sections 
worth PHP1.44 million 
will be requested for addi-
tional funding next year.

The 14 sections will 
need rock netting with 
slope trimming, retaining 
walls, crib walls, soil 
nailing- which will ensure 
the stability of the road’s 
terrain.

The seven sections 
which are considered 
second priority will be 
proposed for funding 
in the succeeding years. 
(PNA)

La Trinidad wins 2019 
Kalasag award anew
BAGUIO CITY -- 

Benguet's capital 
town, La Trinidad, has 
proven it is prepared to 
respond during disasters 
after it bagged for the 
second time the 2019 
Kalamidad at Sakuna, 
Labanan Sariling Galing 
(Kalasag) award in the 
municipal category.

La Trinidad received a 
plaque and a cash prize 
of PHP500,000 from the 
National Disaster Risk 
Reduction Management 
Council (NDRRMC).

Albert Mogol, regional 
director of the Office of 
Civil Defense in the Cor-
dillera Admin-

istrative Region (CAR) 
said other winners in the 
region landed a spot in the 
national awards.

“Kalasag is regional 
and national search that 
recognizes local gov-
ernment units, private 
society organizations, 
DRRM practitioners, 
hospitals that soars in the 
field of disaster response, 
reduction and manage-
ment,” Mogol said.

These are Mountain 
Province for the pro-
vincial DRRM category; 
University of the Cordil-
leras (UC) for the higher 
education category; and 
the Epiphany Elementary 
School for the private ele-

mentary school category.
Mogol said entries in 

the search were assessed 
on their prepared-
ness, completeness of 
equipment, and response 
to disasters. Also assessed 
were their recent project 
designed to mitigate the 
effect of disaster in the 
area and annual invest-
ment plan for DRRM. It 
also looked into the flaws 
that need improvement.

The award was given by 
the NDRRMC to attain 
the goal of zero casualty 
during calamities by 
encouraging participa-
tion.

Mogol said that more 
groups and local gov-

ernments are joining the 
assessment.

“Our participation 
increased by at least five 
this year and from three 
national awards in 2018, 
we have five this year,” 
Mogol said.

La Trinidad Vice Mayor 
Roderick Awingan, in an 
interview on Tuesday, 
said the award showed 
the good performance of 
the municipal government 
on the implementation of 
its programs and projects.

He said the prize money 
would initially be placed 
in a trust fund.

“The DRRM council 
will identify where the 
money will be used and 
recommended to the leg-
islative body for approval 
and disbursement,” 
Awingan said.

Cont. on page 5
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Tired of Graft & Corruption? Contact Nos. (0917) 5069123, (074) 444-7025 
or you can write  to P.O. Box 1588, 2600 Baguio 
City  e-mail: linisgobyerno@yahoo.com website: 
www.linisgobyerno.org

  is an anti-graft, Linis Gobyerno
corruption prevention and detection office.
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Dirtied waters
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KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS

By:  Atty. Batas Mauricio

Juan, Isabel, at Zacarias sa kuwento 
ng Pasko

By: Antonio Contreras (www.manilatimes.net)
WE love to say that water is free. Thus, some would argue that those who profit 

from it are basically committing an ethical and moral sin.

Indeed, and ideally, water is a commodity that is produced by nature. Techni-
cally, water is produced by the natural processes inherent in the water cycle. Pre-
cipitation produces rain, snow or ice, which fall into rivers, lakes and oceans, and 
stored as groundwater in our aquifers, which eventually comes out in springs and 
creeks that would feed into rivers, lakes and oceans. These bodies of water then 
evaporate and form into clouds, which eventually become precipitation.

But we are not just talking here of water in general, but water fit for consump-
tion not only by humans, but by plants and animals. And it is potable water that 
becomes a scarce commodity. Gone are the days when we could just go to the 
nearest spring, well or lake to get water for our domestic consumption. A growing 
population has made it necessary to install distribution systems that would draw 
water from natural sources such as deep wells and natural bodies of water, or rely 
on precipitation and impound this in human-made dams. There is also now a need 
to treat the water so that it is rendered fit for domestic and commercial use — 
from simple filtration and purification to desalination of salty water from the sea.

Compounding the problems of greatly reduced natural sources of water and 
accelerating treatment costs are the effects of the so-called effluents of affluence 
or the impact of wastes from domestic and industrial activities on the quality of 
water supply. Massive deforestation has greatly compromised the capacity of water-
sheds to hold water, and to regulate its quality and flow. This leads to the siltation 
of rivers, lakes and human-made dams, which further reduces not only the quality, 
but also the quantity of potable water. In addition, the development of built envi-

ronments that led to the concretization and 
asphalting of land to build human habitats, 
highways and urban infrastructures caused 

a reduction of water seeping into aquifers and 
the increase of surface run-off. Lack of forest cover and too much infrastructure 
development also lead to a situation where monsoon rains bring destructive floods 
that bring a lot of water that is of poor quality, only to be followed by drought 
episodes. This is because there is very little ground water as well as water flowing 
from springs, wells and creeks. These are the result of large amounts of surface 
run-off where water from heavy precipitation directly flow into the lakes and seas 
and thus fail to adequately replenish the aquifers.

Thus, we are now confronted with the situation that water ends up being impli-
cated in a complex supply and distribution problem. In order to address this, 
investments have to be made in infrastructure to impound, treat and distribute 
clean and potable water; there is also a need to manage the recycling, treatment 
and disposal of waste water and those polluted by toxic wastes. All of these activ-
ities would require high levels of capital expenditures.

Ideally, it is the responsibility of the state to invest in these kinds of activities, 
considering that water is a public good and even a human rights issue. Unfortu-
nately, our history has shown that public institutions are not efficient and have 
dismally failed in so many instances. Before 1997, the state had full control over 
water distribution. But the sheer weight of government inefficiency led President 
Fidel Ramos to move for the privatization of water distribution. The conventional 
wisdom at the time was that private entities, such as the big water concessionaires 
and the local water districts, because they are driven by market forces, would be 
more efficient.

The downside of this argument, however, is that private entities are also primarily 
driven by profit-seeking, hence would see water no longer as a public good, but 
as a commodity. They would weigh into their equations the cost of their invest-
ments in infrastructures and would expect to recover this from the revenues that 
they would be collecting from domestic, commercial and industrial consumers. 
Operating under the premise of a business, they would necessarily expect that they 
will profit from the undertaking. No sane private entity will invest in something 
where they would just break even. After all, they are not philanthropists but business 
corporations.

It is in this context where the allegedly onerous provisions in the contract, which 
the Philippine government, through the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System, entered into with Maynilad Water Services Inc. and Manila Water Co. 
Inc., emerged. Desperate to entice parties to invest in the distribution of water, 
at a time that the country was facing a water crisis, our government designed the 
contracts with provisions that may have appeared logical at the time, but would 
come back to haunt us.

It is easy to paint Maynilad and Manila Water as greedy companies 
owned by heartless oligarchs. But it is not the obligation of private 
companies to force themselves to operate at a loss. It is the job of gov-
ernment to ensure that these companies work for the public interest. 
Beyond the cursing and bravado, the Duterte 

INSPIRASYON SA BUHAY: “…`Huwag kang matatakot Zacarias; dininig na 
ang iyong mga panalangin. Magsisilang ang iyong asawang si Isabel, at tatawagin 
mo siyang Juan’…” (Lucas 1:13, Bibliya).

-ooo-

BAHAGI NG PASKO SINA JUAN, ISABEL, AT ZACARIAS: Ang paniniwala 
ng marami sa kanilang pagbabasa ng Bagong Tipan ng Bibliya, ang pagsilang ni 
Jesus, ang ating Diyos at Tagapagligtas na Siyang Diyos Ama, Anak, at Espiritu 
Santo, ay ipinahayag lamang noong nagpakita ang anghel kay Maria, ang birhen, 
at kay Jose, ang kanyang katipan.

Ngunit kung babasahing mabuti ang Lucas 1, may isa pang kuwento sa Bagong 
Tipan na nagpapahayag, ng mas maaga, sa pagsilang ni Jesus. Ang pangatlong 
kuwento ay ang pagsilang ni Juan Bautista, na “pinsan” ni Jesus (ang nanay ni Juan, 
si Isabel, at si Maria, ang nanay ni Jesus, ay magpinsan).

Si Juan ang naging anak ni Isabel at ni Zacarias, bagamat sila ay parehong matanda 
na at baog pa, kaya wala silang anak. Ngunit silang dalawa ay mga Israelitang 
maka-Diyos mula sa lahi ni Aaron, ang pari. Si Zacarias ay isa ding pari na nag-
sisilbi sa altar.

Isang araw, noong nagpunta siya sa altar, sinalubong si Zacarias ni Gabriel, “ang 
anghel na nakatayo sa harap ng Diyos”. Natakot si Zacarias pero sinabi ni Gabriel na 
di siya dapat matakot dahil dininig na ng Diyos ang kanyang panalangin, sapagkat 
magsisilang si Isabel ng sanggol na lalaki at tatawagin niyang Juan.

-ooo-

JUAN, IHAHANDA ANG TAO SA PAGDATING NG DIYOS: Nagpahayag 
ng duda si Zacarias sa sinabi ni Gabriel: “Papaanong mangyayari ito? Matanda 
na ako, at matanda na rin ang asawa ko.” Nagalit si Gabriel, at sinabihan nito si 
Zacarias na siya, si Gabriel, ay lumalakad sa harap ng Diyos, at dahil di naniniwala 
si Zacarias sa sinabi sa kanya ukol kay Juan, di muna makakapagsalita si Zacarias.

Ang kamangha-manghang punto sa kuwentong ito ay ang pahayag na si Juan 
ay isisilang upang ganapin ang isang layunin: ihanda ang isang sambayanan para 
sa pagsilang ni Jesus. Basahin po natin ang salin ng New International Version ng 
kuwentong ito, sa Lucas 1:12-17.

Sa kuwento, kausap ni Gabriel si Zacarias: “Huwag kang matatakot Zacarias; 
dininig na ang iyong mga panalangin. Ang iyong asawang si Elizabeth ay magsis-
ilang ng sanggol na lalaki, at tatawagin mo siyang Juan.

“Magdudulot siya ng kaligayahan sa iyo, at marami sa Israel ang masisiyahan 
dahil sa kanyang pagsilang, sapagkat mahalaga siya sa Panginoon. Hindi siya 
titikim ng alak o ng iba pang nakakalasing na inumin, at mapupuspos siya ng 
Banal na Espiritu bago pa man siya isilang. Ibabalik niya ang marami sa bayang 
Israel sa Panginoong Diyos.

“At mauuna siya sa Panginoon, taglay ang diwa at kapangyarihan ni Elias, upang 
ibalik ang puso ng mga magulang sa kanilang mga anak, at ng mga suwail sa 
karunungan ng mga matuwi---upang ihanda ang isang sambayanan sa pagdating 
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The Ninja Fixers
(Part 3)

By: Atty. James S. Valeros

FAIR AND SQUARE

Kakampi mo ang Batas
from page 4

ng Panginoon’…”

-ooo-

REAKSIYON? Tawag po sa 0977 805 9058, 0918 
574 0193, 0933 8251308 o sa aking Messenger account 
sa Facebook: Melanio Lazo Mauricio Jr. Email: 
batasmauricio@yahoo.com, mmauriciojr111@gmail.
com. Maaari din po kayong mag-post ng inyong mga 
reaksiyon sa aking Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/attybatas.

administration is doing the right thing to pressure the 
concession owners, the Ayalas and Manuel Pangilinan, 
to renegotiate the terms of the government’s contracts 
with the Manila Water and Maynilad.

Part of the duty of government is to ensure that 
the water that is distributed is not dirtied not only by 
the effluents of affluence, but also by the greed of the 
affluent. And this could not just be solved by forcing 
Manila Water and Maynilad to exercise some social 
responsibility and moderate their greed. It would also 
involve ensuring that the operations of water districts 
all over the country do not fall into the monopolis-
tic hands of other oligarchs who may be described as 
“good” but will be just as profit-seeking as any other 
oligarch.

Editorial
from page 4

Note:  For reasons beyond the control of the 
writer hereof, the article following is instead 
published in lieu of Part 3 of Ninja Fixers (by 
the Editor)

The Ironies Of It All

It was an irony that while the applications 
required to be filed by LTFRB under its 
Memorandum Circular No. 2019-016 which 
authorized 200 additional taxi franchises for 
Baguio City pertains merely to Applications for 
Qualification, not yet applications for issuance 
of CPC which is still to follow, the conditions 
already imposed thereof are so stringent, it 
required outright presentation of the actual units 
proposed and financial networth equivalent to 
P800,000.00 multiplied by the number of units 
proposed, 50 being the minimum, upon filing of 
the application.

Naturally, the problem here lies in the event 
that the applications are stalled by delay and 
opposition, as what is happening now in the 
applications of ERMADRADA Corp. and 
TBATMPC cooperative who both have already 
purchased the fifty (50) units as required way 
back in April and May, the applicants will be 
paying the amortization of the units without 
even the assurance that they will be allowed to 
file application for franchise to operate the units.   

Likewise, it was ironic that despite the fact 

that Memo Circular No. 2019-016 was validly 
promulgated in accordance with law and the rules, 
the LTFRB was urged to suspend the issuance of 
franchises of its own Memo Circular, merely 
upon the verbal opposition and representation 
of the City Mayor coursed through the DOTr 
Secretary, without giving the applicants due 
notice and hearing in violation of due process and 
the Board’s quasi-judicial rules and procedures.

Although subsequently lifted upon further 
consultation with the LGU of Baguio City, the 
delay caused by the suspension was enormously 
damaging to the applicants who already have 
to pay the amortization for the units purchased. 
Mind you, this is yet an opposition at the level 
of qualification. Come application for CPC more 
oppositions will stall and delay the approval of 
the applications for franchise. 

Moreover, it was also an irony that while 
the investigation and deliberation by the 

Pre-Qualification Committee of LTFRB-CAR 
has been ended in August and that the records of 
the cases have been forwarded to the Board en 
banc for resolution, the latter has yet to decide 
on it until today--- already a lapse of more than 
3 months.

Accordingly, it appears that the action of the 
Board en banc is being delayed by the resolution 
of the application for 200 units by the first 
applicant who seemingly is being backed up by 
higher ups despite the fact that its application 
has been twice dismissed and no appeal therefor 
has been duly filed by the applicant. Worse, an 
investigation accordingly is being conducted by 
the Board for the purpose of scrapping altogether 
MC No. 2019-016 in which case, all applications 
will revert back to zero presumably to favor the 
first applicant. Another irony if it were true.

Hopefully nevertheless, notwithstanding 
these ironies, we are hoping that the Board en 
banc will take judicial notice of the fact that 
ERMADRADA and TBATMPC who relied 
and submitted all requirements under a valid 
Memorandum Circular should be entitled to the 
grant of the applied for taxi franchise, pursuant 
to the time honored Doctrine of Operative Fact.

He added that the cash prize that La Trinidad won in 
2018 was used to buy equipment for the DRRM com-
munication and information surveillance command 
center. Closed circuit television cameras were also 
installed and connected to the DRRM center. (PNA)

La Trinidad wins 2019...
from page 3

required for the decent maintenance of the park.
On September 1, 2009, former President and House 

Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo issued Executive 
Order No. 695 that concretized the ceding of Burnham 
Park to the city government as the national govern-
ment’s gift to Baguio City when it celebrated its centen-
nial anniversary wherein funds that will be generated 
from the concessionaires and lessees of portions of the 
park will accrue to a trust fund that will be used for the 
maintenance and operations of the same./Dexter A. See

TIEZA board okays...
from page 7

Collection of real property taxes 
from Beneco to be studied
BAGUIO CITY – Vice 

Mayor Faustino A. 
Olowan proposed the 
conduct of an execu-
tive-legislative meeting 
to discuss the position 
of the city government 
on whether or not to 
pursue the collection of 
real property taxes on 
the electric poles of the 
Benguet electric Cooper-
ative (BENECO0.

Olowan made the 
proposal during the delib-

erations of a letter from 
BENECO that informed 
the city government that 
the Philippine Rural 
Electric Cooperatives 
Association (PHILRECA), 
the association of the 121-
strong rural electric coop-
eratives in the country, 
filed a petition for the 
adoption of the set of rules 
to allow the passing of real 
property tax to consumers 
of local governments that 
impose the collection of 

the same to the 
electric coop-
eratives now 
pending with 

the Energy Regulatory 
Commission (ERC).

City Assessor Maria 
Almaya Addawe said that 
based on available data, 
Beneco already owes the 
city government some P21 
million in real property 
taxes for its over 3,000 
electric poles from 1991 
to the present.

The vice mayor said 
that it is best for city 
officials to discuss the 
matter with concerned 
Beneco officers during 
an executive-legislative 
meeting so that appro-
priate measures could be 
agreed upon to prevent 
the uncollected real 
property taxes on electric 
poles from being passed 
to the consumers that will 
eventually translate to an 
increase in the power rate 
for consumers within the 
jurisdiction of the city.

Beneco corporate legal 
counsel Delmar Cariño 
pointed out that there 
is no component in the 
current power rate being 
charged to the consumers 
that is why once the city 
government will compel 
the electric coopera-
tive to settle its unpaid 
real property taxes, then 
Beneco will be forced to 
pass on the same to the 
consumers of the city 
or apply for an increase 
in the rate to cover the 
imposed real property 
taxes on its electric poles.

Currently, the ERC 

is still deliberating the 
merits of the PHILRECA 
petition to issue the 
necessary set of rules to 
allow the electric coop-
eratives to pass on to the 
consumers of local gov-
ernments that impose 
the collection of real taxes 
from the real estate prop-
erties of electric cooper-
atives.

However, once Beneco 
will be converted into 
a stock cooperative 
and registered with the 
Cooperative Develop-
ment Authority (CDA), 
it will be exempted from 
the imposition of taxes 
provided that it will be 
able to secure a certif-
icate of tax exemption 
from the CDA to prevent 
local governments from 
assessing and collecting 
real property taxes from 
the rural electric cooper-
ative.

Beneco is a rural 
electric cooperative reg-
istered with the National 
electrification Adminis-
tration (NEA) pursuant 
to Presidential Decree 
(PD) No. 269 that created 
the NEA and the rural 
electric cooperatives to 
help in advancing the 
government’s rural elec-
trification program to help 
bring reliable power to the 
far-flung communities of 
the country.

Rural electric coopera-
tives have been described 
to be special type of coop-
eratives because power 
distribution is a service 
endowed with public 
interest compared to the 
other types of coopera-
tives defined under the old 
and revised CDA laws./
Dexter A. See
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AFFIDAVIT OF 
SELF-ADJUDICATION
Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late 

SOLEDAD P. NONATO who died intestate on November 
8, 1997 at the City of Baguio without any will. Covered 
by Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-5934 has been the 
subject of an affidavit of self-adjudication by heir BER-
NARDO P. NONATO on December 2, 2019 before Nota-
ry Public Randy W. Lem-ew of Baguio City as per Doc. 
No. 245, Page No. 49, Book No. VI, series of 2019.

December 7, 14 & 21, 2019

Baguio to replicate...
from page 8

the New Year to keep them 
unscathed for the holidays 
and new year.

According to her, health 
authorities continue to 
work double time in 
enhancing their informa-
tion education campaign 
to convince more people 
to embrace other means 
of welcoming the new 
year so as not to jeop-
ardise their merrymaking 

with untoward incidents 
caused by  exploding fire-
crackers that could cause 
lifetime injuries thereby 
affecting their way of life.

The health department 
will start its monitor-
ing of firecracker-related 
injuries under the agency’s 
Oplan Iwas Paputok on 
December 21 and will 
end on January 5, 2020./
Dexter A. See

purchased the Baguio Convention Center (BCC) and 
the 1-hectare parking lot from the State insurance 
corporation, thus, the same was segregated from its 
property.

Former Mayor Mauricio G. Domogan stood firm to 
the position of the city government that the area should 
remain as a tree park considering it is among the few 
remaining open spaces in the central business district 
that serve as a buffer zone, thus, the GSIS management 
was constrained to support the said position of the city 
and shelve whatever development plans for the area 
which had been in the pipeline for several decades now.

The city government planned to purchase the 
property from the GSIS but both parties were not 
able to reach an agreement on the purchase price for 
the prime lot that is situated within the city’s central 
business district area.

Even pupils of a private learning institution in the 
city joined the city government in expressing their sen-
timents for the sustainable preservation and protection 
of the tree park to help strike a balance in the city’s state 
of environment, especially that it is just among the few 
vacant spaces planted with trees in the city proper.

The city chief executive claimed that part of the 
condition imposed by the GSIS board of Directors 
for the maintenance and development of the tree park 
as a promenade area in the future is for the city gov-

ernment to pass a resolu-
tion recognizing that the 
area is owned by the State 
insurance corporation.

Based on the latest 
inventory conducted by 
concerned government 
agencies and offices of the 
city government, there are 
nearly 600 assorted tree 
species planted within the 
over 3-hectare property 
aside from serving as 
a haven for different 
animals and birds that 
are endemic to the highly 
elevated areas.

Concerned sectors in 
the city vowed to extend 
whatever assistance to the 
GSIS and the city govern-
ment for the maintenance 
of the tree park and the 
eventual development 
of the area as a possible 
promenade park at the 
expense of the GSIs in the 
future once it will receive 
the resolution from the 
city government./Dexter 
A. See

City recognizes GSIS...
from page 8

budget for the whole year.
The city legislative body 

is inclined to approve the 
proposed annual budget 
of the city so as not to 
interrupt the services of 
workers employed on a 
casual status./Dexter A. 
see

Coucil ready 
to approve...

from page 2

ments and institutions and 
the necessary standard 
policy.

Baguio's STP uses the 
oxidation ditch system 
built 32 years ago funded 
by the Japan Internation-
al Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) and is only serving 
the central business 
district covering 65 out 
of the 128 barangays of 
the city./Jessa Mardy 
Samidan

Private 
sewerage...

from page 7

Waterway clearing to affect 
20,000 structures
BAGUIO CITY – The 

planned clearing of 
easements of rivers and 
tributaries in the city 
may affect approximately 
20,000 structures, Mayor 
Benjamin Magalong told 
Environment Secretary 
Roy Cimatu during the 
secretary’s visit Dec. 6.

The mayor said the city 
through the City Building 
and Architecture Office 
(CBAO) is in the process 
of identifying all illegal 
structures built within the 
three-meter natural bank 
of rivers and has issued 
second notices to those 
that have been validated.

The campaign is part 
of the city’s thrust to revi-
talize its water resources 
through the removal of 
illegal structures and 
encroachments that con-
tributed to the rivers’ 
pollution.

CBAO’s Arch. Stephen 
Capuyan who heads the 
team on the protection 
of rivers, waterways and 
sewer lines said a total of 
274 structures had been 

identified and validated 
in nine barangays from 
North Sanitary Camp to 
Imelda Village traversed 
by the Sagudin-Balili 
River.

Their owners had 
been served their second 
notices to give them time 
to voluntarily remove 
their structures.

Capuyan said that if 
they refuse to self-demol-
ish, investigation reports 
will be submitted for the 
issuance of the notices of 
demolition en route to 
the issuance of demoli-
tion orders.

Capuyan agreed that 
around 20,000 struc-
tures will be covered by 
the demolition activi-
ties once they complete 
the investigation of all 
easements covering the 
rivers and their tributar-
ies which apart from the 
Sagudin-Balili, Galiano 
also include Bued and 
Ambalanga rivers.

He said the team also 
composed of members 
from the City Environ-

ment and Parks Manage-
ment Office (Cepmo) and 
the City Engineers Office 
is completing the stretch 
covered by the Baili river 
covers barangays surveyed 
are North and Sanitary 
Camp, Happy Homes Old 
Lucban, Camdas, Tabora, 
Trancoville, Private Road 
Magsaysay, New Lucban, 
ABCR, Brookside, East 
Modernsite Aurora Hill, 
Holy Ghost Extension, 
Honeymoon Holy Ghost, 
Imelda Village, Manuel 
Roxas, St. Joseph and 
Pacdal.

The campaign is 
anchored on Article 51 
of the Water Code which 
provides that banks of 
bodies of water – rivers, 
streams, shores of seas and 
lakes – throughout their 
entire length and within 
a zone of three-meters in 
urban areas, 20 meters in 
agricultural areas, and 40 
meters in forest areas are 
subject to easement of 
public use in the interest 
of recreation, navigation, 
flotage, fishing, salvage 
and swimming. No person 
shall be allowed to stay 
in this area longer than 
what is necessary for said 
purpose.

Under Presidential 
Decree 296, which was 
issued in 1973, natural 

215 illegal structures within 
city government lots issued 
notices of violation
BAGUIO CITY – 

The City Buildings 
and Architecture Office 
(CBAO) has issued 
notices of violation to 
owners of 215 illegal 
structures found within 
five lots owned by the city 
government.

In their report to the 
Management Committee 
Dec. 10, Archs. Johnny 
Degay and Stephen 
Capuyan of the CBAO 
said their investigation 
resulted to the identifica-
tion and location of the 
informal settlers at the 
following city properties: 
titled property measuring 
3,879 square meters 
lot at Leonila Hill with 
two illegal structures; 

titled lots measuring 
774 square meters and 
1,497 square meters 
at Amparo Heights 
in Camp 7 with three 
and four illegal settlers 
respectively; Slaughter-
house Compound at Sto. 
Niño barangay covered 
by Proclamation No. 
312 with 86 identified 
illegal structures; and lot 
identified for city needs 
straddled by barangays 
Camp 7, Bakakeng 
Norte, Sto. Tomas Proper 
and Sto. Tomas Apugan 
with 120 settlers.

Mayor B enjamin 
Magalong recent ly 
ordered the CBAO to 
begin the process of 
ridding all city-owned 
properties and lots iden-
tified for city needs of 
squatters in preparation 
for the implementation 
of the various environ-
mental, economic and 
social programs lined up 
for the city in the coming 
years.

The mayor a lso 
directed concerned 
offices to protect said lots 
including those reserved 
for city and barangay 

needs in various locations 
in the city.

Tit led properties 
should be reclaimed from 
squatters while those 
reserved for city needs 
which include vacant 
forested areas measuring 
530.47 hectares should 
be processed for titling 
under the city govern-
ment’s name.

City Planning and 
Development Coordina-
tor Evelyn Cayat earlier 
assured that the tracts of 
land have not been titled 
in favor of any private 
individuals.

She said the city 
had submitted the 
inventory of the these 
lands reserved for city 
including the 173 lots 
identified for barangay 
needs to the Dept. 
of Environment and 
Natural Resources Cor-
dillera (DENR-CAR) 
as a safeguard against 
attempts to have them 
titled by private entities.

The mayor said 
the forested must be 
preserved in line with his 
administration’s program 
to revitalize the city’s 
environment./Aileen P. 
Refuerzo

or judiciary persons who 
have introduced improve-
ments, or reclaimed and 
occupied portions of 
rivers, creeks, esteros, or 
drainage and other similar 
waterways are directed 
to report improvements 
and renounce possession 
and demolish structures 
or improvements they 
encroached upon./Aileen 
P. Refuerzo
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No decision to close...
from page 1

CARAA 2020 budget...
from page 8

pointed violations to existing ordinances were imme-
diately addressed by the BTC members considering 
that they are on top of the situation.

She added a sponsor of the chalet inside the 
Christmas fair was terminated from pursuing business 
activities in the area because of her repeated violations 
despite having been reminded of such by the organiz-
ers and that she was also refunded of the full amount 
she paid although she was able to do business for at 
least 15 days right from the start of the operation of 
the Christmas fair.

On his part, Mayor Benjamin B. Magalong, who also 
appeared during last Monday’s regular session, asserted 
he will take full responsibility for what happened in the 
initial conduct of the Christmas fair and the results of 
the 43-day activity spearheaded by the private sector.

Vergara explained there was a slight deviation in the 
conduct of the supposed European-inspired Enchant-
ing Baguio Christmas fair because of the clamor of 
some sectors in the city to ensure the active partici-
pation of concerned local traders so as not to appear 
as elitist, but organizers will have to curate the chalets 
and the products to be sold in the said booths.

Earlier, the city government tapped the BTC as its 
private sector partner in the implementation of the 
numerous events lined up for the Yuletide celebra-
tion in the city that kicked off last November 24, 2019.

The BTC took the initiative of looking for individu-
al and corporate sponsors to raise the amount needed 
to run the events until January 6, 2020, and make the 
Yuletide celebration in the city truly enchanting and 
help sustain the influx of visitors during the Christmas 
and New year breaks.

Vergara disclosed the BTC was just recently reorga-
nized by the present administration and the members 
had to immediately conceptualize the conduct of the 
Enchanting Baguio Christmas fair in less than a month 
that is why there were lapses committed in the course of 
the execution of the private sector-led endeavor which 
drew the attention of both residents and visitors alike 
to witness the new offerings that Baguio has prepared 
for them during the Yuletide season./Dexter A. See

individual and team 
events during the duration 
of the regional athletic 
meet.

The CARAA serves as 
an avenue where top per-
forming athletes in the 
different sports disciplines 
will be chosen to represent 
the region in the Palarong 
Pambansa in Davao City 
by April or May next year.

The city govern-
ment also informed city 
education officials it is 
no longer interested to 
host the conduct of the 
CARAA in the next two 
years as city officials do 
not want the city being 
declared as a host by 
virtue of default, aside 
from the fact that there 
are priority programs, 
projects and activities 
where the present admin-
istration intends to use the 
available resources of the 
city.

Bulk of the funds from 

the city government will 
be used to prepare the 
different public schools 
where the athletes and 
sports officials from the 
eight delegations from 
the region will be billeted 
while some of the funds 
will be utilized by the 
organizers for the prepa-
ration of the different 
playing venues around 
the city for the conve-
nience of athletes and 
sports officials joining 
the different individual 
and team games.

Host city governments 
are mandated to sponsor 
the welcome and closing 
programs for the delega-
tions coming from the 
different contingents in 
the various parts of the 
region in preparation 
for the holding of the 
week-long regional sports 
competition./Dexter A. 
See

THE ENVISIONED PUBLIC MARKET - The city government is currently 
looking for a joint venture for the proposed multi-million development of the 
Baguio city public market to help improve the current situation in the city’s show 
window. Mayor Benjamin B. Magalong said a number of corporations with track 
records on the development of markets signified their intention to be the city’s 
partner in the proposed development of the city’s public market to make it one of 
the best markets in the Southeast Asian region.

Private sewerage treatment facility 
mulled for commercial establishments
Environment Secretary 

Roy Cimatu ordered 
the regional Environmen-
tal Management Bureau 
(EMB) to inspect com-
mercial establishments 
in the city particularly 
hotels and restaurants, 
condominiums and apart-
ments to identify those 
that have established their 
own sewerage treatment 
facilities.

Cimatu’s directive was 
verbally told to EMB Cor-
dillera Environmental 
Monitoring and Enforce-
ment Division Chief Alex 
Luis during the secretary’s 
visit to Baguio Sewerage 
Treatment Plant (STP) on 
December 6.

He was doing the 
rounds to check sanitary 
landfills and STPs partic-
ularly in highly urbanized 

cities and tourist destina-
tions.

Mayor  B e nj am i n 
Magalong explained to 
Cimatu that the city’s STP 
was programmed to treat 
over 8,500 cubic meters of 
waste water daily but it is 
now being fed with over 
12,000 cubic meters over-
loading the plant beyond 
its prescribed operational 
capacity.

Magalong informed the 
DENR chief of the city 
government’s plan to reha-
bilitate the STP to increase 
its operational capacity to 
18,000 cubic meters daily 
using the latest technol-
ogy on treating liquid 
waste without expanding 
the land area required for 
such development.

He said the city is now 
accepting proposals for 

rehabilitation of the STP 
along with a signed mem-
orandum of understand-
ing with a Japanese firm to 
install an ecological toilet 
system in the city which 
Magalong hopes to show 
good results for the com-
mercial establishments to 
adopt later on.

Earlier in August, 
Magalong and EMB-CAR 
Regional Director Maria 
Victoria Abrera inspected 
commercial establish-
ments in the central 
business district believed 
to have the highest volume 
of wastewater produced 
daily. Of the four estab-
lishments inspected, 
two were found directly 
connected to the city’s 
sewerline.

Under the 2016 Envi-
ronment Code of the city, 
all residences and estab-
lishments with 12cubic 
meters of sewage pro-
duction daily are required 
to construct their own 
sewerage treatment plant.

Magalong suggested 
the need to revisit and 
amend the city’s Envi-
ronment Code to specif-
ically identify establish-

Cont. on page 6

TIEZA board okays P400 million 
for Burnham park improvement
BAGUIO CITY  – 

The city government 
announced that the State-
owned Tourism Infra-
structure and Enterprise 
Zone Authority (TIEZA) 
board approved the alloca-
tion of some P400 million 
from the agency’s funds 
for the improvement 
and development of the 
34-hectare Burnham Park 
complex to help sustain 
the robust growth of the 
city tourism industry.

Mayor Benjamin B. 
Magalong said TIEZA 
chief executive officer 
Pocholo Paragas called 
to inform him the board 
approved P400 million 
for the implementa-
tion of various projects 
to improve and develop 
various portions of the 
city’s premier tourist des-
tination that is located 
right at the heart of the 
city.

He claimed that instead 
of the earlier P500 million 
promised by tourism 
officials for the develop-
ment of the park, only 
P400 million was granted 
by the TIEZA board 
as P100 million will be 
given to other local gov-
ernments also needing 
the improvement and 
development of their own 
tourist attractions.

The city chief executive 
stated the P100 million 
earmarked for flood 
control in the park which 
was deducted from the 
proposed funding require-
ment for Burnham Park 
will be replaced by a 
similar allocation from 
the funds of the Depart-
ment of Public works 
and Highways–Baguio 
City District Engineering 
Office (DPWH-BCDEO) 
which will be implement-
ed next year.

Earlier, the city govern-
ment created a technical 
working group (TWG) to 
prepare the comprehen-

sive master development 
plan of the 34-hectare 
Burnham Park complex 
with primary consider-
ation to previous plans 
submitted by concerned 
sectors like the Universi-
ty of the Cordilleras (UC) 
that donated the a master 
plan of the city’s premier 
park as its gift to Baguio 
city when it celebrated its 
centennial anniversary ten 
years ago but the same was 
not approved.

A Burnham Park com-
prehensive master devel-
opment plan was subse-
quently approved by the 
city legislative body subject 
to possible revisions after 
the conduct of consulta-
tions with stakeholders 
prior to the implementa-
tion of projects in various 
portions of the park.

In  1995,  former 
President Fidel V. Ramos 
issued Executive Order 
No. 224 which transferred 
the administration, man-
agement and operation of 
the Burnham Park from 
the former Philippine 
Tourism Authority, now 
known as the TIEZA, to 
the city government with 
an annual subsidy of P18 
million from the national 
government. However, 
the subsidy was reduced 
to P10 million annually 
until the same was even-
tually scrapped that left 
the city government 
alone in shouldering the 
more than P40 million 

Cont. on page 5
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UNAUTHORIZED SOLICITATION - The General Services Office cautions 
the public against entertaining solicitations as shown in the photo as this is not 
sanctioned by the city government. GSO Head Eugene Buyucan said this may be 
a ploy of unidentified persons posing as garbage collectors to solicit money for 
their personal gain./@pio.baguio

CARAA 2020 
budget reduced to P10 
million
BAGUIO CITY – The 

Department of Edu-
cation-Division of City 
Schools submitted a 
revised budget for the 
city’s hosting of the 2020 
Cordillera Administrative 
Region Athletic Associa-
tion (CARAA) that sig-
nificantly reduced the 
earlier proposed budget 
of P15 million to at least 
P10 million.

The revised budget 
proposal was submitted by 
the education department 
to the city legislative body 
for possible consideration 
in the ongoing budget 
deliberations of the P2.255 
billion annual budget of 
the city government next 

year to allow the agency, 
in coordination with 
concerned offices of the 
city, to prepare for the 
annual regional sports 
competition in the city.

Earlier, the education 
department requested 
the city government to 
appropriate some P15.5 
million from the city’s 
annual budget next year 
to defray the expenses 
that will be incurred by 
the city in the hosting of 
the CARAA.

However, some city 
officials questioned the 
expenses on the perks, 
give away items, souvenir 
items for concerned 
education and city gov-
ernment officials, among 
others, and requested the 
education department to 

review and revise 
t he  i t e m i z e d 

budget and reduce some 
of the expenses consider-
ing that the city needs the 
funds for its other priority 
projects.

Baguio City was chosen 
by the education depart-
ment to be the host of next 
year’s CARAA athletic 
meet after Apayao, which 
was supposed the regional 
sports competition for 
the second year in a row, 
backed out as the provin-
cial government decided 
to appropriate most of its 
funds for its upcoming 
25th founding anniversa-
ry by February.

More or less 7,000 
athletes and sports 
officials will be arriving 
in the city to actively par-
ticipate in the different 

Cont. on page 7

Baguio to replicate zero casualty 
in Yuletide revelries
BAGUIO CITY – The 

city government will 
attempt to replicate the 
zero casualty the city 
achieved last year during 
the Yuletide revelries.

Dr. Donnabel Tubera, 
medical officer of the 
City Health Services 
Office, reiterated the 
previous advisories from 
health authorities for the 
people to stop exploding 
firecrackers during the 
Christmas and New Year 
revelries to help the city 
sustain the zero casualty 
it achieved last year in 
addition to the firecrack-
er ban in the city.

She attributed the zero 
casualty on firecracker-re-
lated incidents to the strict 
implementation of the 
total ban on the selling of 

firecrackers in the city by 
former Mayor Mauricio 
G. Domogan coupled 
with the cooperation of 
the residents and tourists 
to the repeated call for 
them to use other ways 
and means to welcome the 
Christmas and New Year.

The medical officer 
claimed it took a number 
of years for the previous 
administration to strictly 
implement the ban on the 
sale of firecrackers in the 
city and for the realization 
of the zero casualty, thus, 
city residents must sustain 
this fete they themselves 
achieved through their 
compliance to the consis-
tent implementation of 
the total ban on the sale 
of firecrackers in the city 
and the use of alternative 

revelry materials.
She urged residents 

and visitors to participate 
with city officials in the 
centralised community 
fireworks display to be 
held by the local govern-
ment at the Melvin Jones 
open field to welcome the 
New Year.

F o r m e r  M a y o r 
Domogan started the city 
government’s campaign 
on zero casualty on fire-
cracker-related incidents 
by prohibiting the sale of 
firecracker and pyrotech-
nics materials by refusing 
to issue permits for the 
sale of these materials 
in the city, thus, vendors 
transferred their annual 
sale of fireworks and pyro-
technic materials along 
Marcos highway which is 
within the jurisdiction of 
Tuba, Benguet.

Tubera called on 
re s i d e nt s  to 
continue their 
utmost coop-
eration to the 
stringent policies 
imposed by the 
health depart-
ment and the 
city government 
against the use 
of  f irecrack-
ers to welcome 
Christmas and 

City recognizes GSIS ownership 
over tree park
BAGUIO CITY  – The 

City Council passed 
a resolution recogniz-
ing the ownership of the 
State-owned Government 
Service Insurance system 
(GSIS) over the tree park 
adjoining the city-owned 
B a g u i o 
C o n v e n -
tion Center 
(BCC).

The res-
olution was 
a d o p t e d 
b y  t h e 
members of 
the city leg-
islative body 
after Mayor 
Benjamin B. 
M a g a l o n g 
transmitted 
to the city 
leg is lat ive 
body the 
desire of the 
members of 
the  GSIS 
B oard  of 
D i r e c t o r s 
for the city 
to acknowl-
edge that 
the property 
is owned by 
the GSIS in 
exchange for 
the proposed 

rehabilitation of 
the tree park to 

become an added tourist 
attraction in the city.

Earlier, the city gov-
ernment submitted to 
the GSIS management 
a proposed conceptual 
development plan for the 
current tree park situated 

near the Baguio conven-
tion Center to serve as a 
promenade park and an 
added tourist attraction 
in the city in the future.

The existing tree park is 
part of the various proper-
ties owned by the GSIS in 
the city’s central business 
district after the city gov-
ernment Cont. on page 6


