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The Most Reverend Metropolitan of Eastern Africa
Mgr. Nicolaos, during his visit to Uganta, where he
orgained 6 more native clergymen and laid the foun

dation stone of an Orthodox Church.

A PRAYER FOR AFRICA

Lord,

Africa is now on fire.. Cosmogonical formations are
being carried through that vast Continent. No one kuows
where these upset and perplexed people are led.

But Though, Lord, «Who hath led Thy people as she-
ep through the hand of Moses and Aarom» (Psalm 75, 21) be
again the Leader of these people, who so fervently search
for a brighter future,

Bring forth inspired leaders who will strike with the
staff of faith the sea of perplexity and ignorance that the
African People may pass to salvation, to the light of Thy
gospel.

We beseech Though Almighty, protect the flame of
the Ortbodox Faith, which has been kindled in the heart of
our brothers of Uganta an may, oh Lord, the fierce winds
that blow now across the seething Continent carry it through
and through to the millions of Africans that seek Thou.

Send, please, Thy Holy Spirit to create out of this
chaos a new world; «a generation seeking the Lords; a liv-
ing part of Thy Chrurch.

Lord, hasten... ¢Thy Kingdom come- in Africa

Amen,

Members of the Christian Union of Working
Youth, preparing cassocks for the newly ordained

clergymen of Uganda.




THOUGTS - N OERTHODOX MISSION

SLIME

fessions and dreams started in a "friendly circle® about planning

an Orthodox mission; all trouble and difficulties appeared to, be

the lack of knowledge of the native's language. There we' stopped.
How were we to know that their languages are of a very limited voca-
bulary - they scarcely reach a thousand words - and that six months'
time was enough for thorough learning and that there are grammar,
syntax and rules(l). How could we imagine that there were oth r
more serious problems for our brothers in Africa and that it was
those problems which we should study and discuss if we really wanted
to talk to them of the messianic gift, of adoption and love. Some
time has passed since then and God has blessed those dreams, and now
with our eyes turned to Heaven we have come-to ‘conisider . and.. study
these problems, Here are some thoughts about them:

Iremember when I was still a youth in Athens and the first talks con-

THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRISTIAN SOCIOLOGY

des of the social problems and
I 1al1l about life in general of tho-
se people whom they are going to
christianize. Those who will be
ignorant of the solutions that
Christianity gives to the sociel
problems &nd who will not master
the materialistic and marxist diale-
ctics and who will be unable ® give
a satisgfactory answer to the tragic
questions of African people, are
bound to fail. The oniy point to
which the Muslim element of Africa
pays any attention - and the only
thing that helps the missions -~ is
the social teaching of* the missio-
naries. In spite of that, though,
the missionaries should not evange-
lize them by civilizing them, but
should civilize them by evangelizim
them. That is, evangelism will  be
put before social and civilizing wok
More emphasis should %be laid on
their redemption from sin - the
source of every social evil - rather

quissionaries must know all the si

(1). Louis de Vincennes et J. Dallet
~ Kabylie 1960.

than on the improvement of their L
ving conditions (though it has been
proved that an immediate resultd
deliverance from sin is the impro -
vement of life).

The missionaries, though they
will be such, will not go as social
revolutionists bt as heralds of the
redeeming message of Resurrection
and salvation, In this point too,
they will imitate their Leader,
Jesus Christ. One should not think
that because one will find ignorant
people without high education. it
will be easy to escape answering
their questions fully. This used to
happen in older times, but now with
the new "wind" that blew recently
throughout Africa, things have
changed. An unquenchable thirst for
knowledge has possessed all the
African continent. Some times chil-
dren walk more than 15 kilometers a
day under terrible conditions in
order to go to school so that they
will "surpass the whites" in edu-

"Initiation a la langue berbere" Grande



cation and standards of life. It is
worth noticing that 1/4 from the
students of the Law School of Lilly
is "coloured"; and their c¢leverness
and vigour forces the Ruropeans to
it: "We are the last free gene-
tion of whites; our children will
be slaves to the coloured." All
that means that the audiences of
missionaries are net such an easy
prey.

re

2, LOVE —
THE ONLY JUSTIFICA "ION OF IMISSION

One day an African said to a
friend of mine "You are preparing
us for Heaven as 17 there
Africa.” This is of great import-
anc The natives must understand
that we love them and their country
their soule and their wordly  pro-
blems and that it is only because

of love that we are among them. On
this point things are rather
pleasant for Orthodoxy because
Orthodoxy has a "white register"
and has never had any political or

financial motives in christianizing
a country. The whole tradition cf
Orthodoxy could well be summarired
in the words that the Metropoliten
of lloscow Macarios said tothe Arch-
bishop of Kajan Gouri in 1555 in
connection with the subject of chri--
stianizing the Tartars; "Win the
confidence of Tartars! heart and do
not guide them to baptism out of a-
ny other motive th n love alone! @)
This must be the motto of +the new
Orthodox missionary movement too.
The Russian writer Leskov in his
book "aux confins du monde" expres-
ses this idea very adroitly by wri-
ting the following: "An Orthodox
ambassador visited once an Orthodox
missionary and tohis great surprise
ne sees that the missionary -Father
Kiriak - +takes no notice of the

(2). Paule Bvdokimov
(3). Above, p. 167.

"1' Orthodoxie"

D.

ambassador's recommendations and
his theories about statistics. In
the end. - the ambassador persuaded

himself for  the wisdom of that bril-
liant clergyman that mede the nati-
ves geek in thg}z_;1§:IE “jobe the
love of Chrirst And he concludes:
Then, they m nust have started tou
ching the hsm of Christ's robe,
then, they feel the immenseness of
His love and then Christ Himself
starts to fascinate them." This is
more true than truth itgelf and
even all the dust of earth cannot
cover it., Namely, the Orthodox wis—
sions never paid any attention to
figures and statirtics, but tried
only for the internal rebirth and
quality of those who were evangeli-—
7zed. The basis of Orthodox mission
has always been a dcep friendship
for the pagants, (3) which is the
fruit and the result of patristic
anthropology. And in this connect-
on the catholic Orthodox conscience
= never stopped feeling thise
friendship and, therefore, ever
being the missionary Church.

3. KiOULEDGS OF PLOPLL'S PSY-

CHOLOGY

The missionaries must know the
psychology of the people that they
are going to evangelize. This is
very essential. The missionary must
knov that his work must start with
charity. The missionary must  know
for example, that —-owing tothe long
centuries of slavery and oppression-

the native people have a kind of
inferiority complex towards he
white people. So, they will never
obey the +hites or listen to them,

unless the person in charge of the
mission, the ecclesiastical leader
of the place, is a native,If,thores
fore, the clergymen who will join
the mission have the awmbition of be-




coming Bishops in the newly establ-
ished Churches, the mission is con-
demned to failure. This thought
has been very well expressed by the

new native Catholie Bishop, a few
days ago. The Vatican, which has
since

gone(t rough such experience,
1939 4) ordains native Bishops. The
new Pope has already ordained the
first coloured Cardinal(5). It is a
little surprising to be informed
that the Archbishop of the "White
Fathers" is a native.

This is exactly what is needed
forrthe spreading of Christianity

and the activity of the Church. It
is, therefore, God's wish that all
missionaries should be natives and

that the whites should offer their
services to them, unknown.

The Roman Catholic Church,which
for various reasons has lost the
confidence of the natives; is at
present engaged in a large-scale ef-
fort of recruiting young natives,
whom She brings to Her various se-
minars in Lurope and after giving
them a thorough training sends them

back to their lands, so that She
may regain the lost ground. So, if
the Patriarchate of Alexandria, to

whose Jjurisdiction the African cou~
ntries belong, wants to see again
glorious days for Orthodoxy,;it must
seriously study the subject of the
theological education of the nati-
ves, with a view to manning with
them responsible posts in the vari-
ous Churches.

But apart from the solution of
this problem, apart from the staffing
of missions with natives,apart from
translating all the liturgical and

religious books into their language
(this is another great advantage of
Orthodoxy), & great amount of effort
should be expended towards under-
standing their psychology and adap-
ting ourselves to their mentality.

In the liissionary School of Lil-
1y a professor once related a real
story: A missionary, after hard la-
bour and toil had succeeded inchri-
stianizing an entire village. One
day, however, he wanted to talk to
them about the devil and, in order
to make himself thoroughly under-
stood, he showed them a little pic—
ture of a black devil. Then the na-
tives asked; "Why is he black?"' to
which he could naturally not answer
with the result that he could no
longer remain in that village.After
some time the mission sent another
missionary to that village, who this
time had a picture on which the de-
vil appeared to be white. The nati-
ves were pleased with his colourand
even more pleased with the new mis-
sionary's teachings "Listen my
childven. The devil can be of any
solour; he is not at all uglysm the
contrary imagine hLim as a man;young;
handsome sad, Young because spi-
rit never geis old; handsome because
as spirit he may be more beautiful
than material man; and sad because
he is the only creature that has
lost hope."

4. SPIRITUAL TRAINING

The most important problem,how-
ever, with which we shall conclude
this article, is not the problem of
training, but of missionaries' san-
ctification. This is a point to

(4) On October 29th, 1939, Rome ordained the first coloured Bishop, but as far
back as October 1926 six Chinese Bishcps had teen ordained and the graduation
of native clergymen to the episcopal rank had been instituted.

(5) The date of 8th Hay 1960, on which the new Pope consecrated 13

native

missionary bishops, will surely remain historical for Roman Catholic mission.
(see Informations Catholiques Internaticnales, No 120, 15th iiay 1960)



which the orthodox mission should
pay considerate attention since it
has not the means of considering
other points more thoroughly.

Although it is personal we may
mention here a few thoughts.First
of all mission itself is - a dialo-
gue between God and man “within
grace. Purpose of this dialogue
is the glory of the Tather, the
Son and the Holy Ghost and the
establishment and expansion of His
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Christ" "a heart burning with god-
ly desire"

The missionaries will not,
therefore, land into +the "white
countries" as Christ's ambassadors
but as specimens of Christ. This
is the very basis. The whole -
will be judged from the specinen
from the specimen will be judged
the work and personality of a God
who wes born in a " stable and who
died on a oross. i

kingdom. The example of all mis-
sionaries should al:ays be St.
Paul. The way of His life is the
way of life of all missionaries
through the centuries. The missio-
nary, therefore, should be "above

These =re some thoughts that
must pester our mind and our
heart.

WLCTARIOS HADJIMICHALIS

this world" "an ardent lover of Lilly-France
Hews P THE FIRST SMALL HOSPITAL OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH f Uganda f
It was a great pleasure, indeed, to learn from our Uganda bretiren

. that the building of the Orthodox Hospital, which had been under construction,
has elresdy been completed and that they are only waiting for the necessary
eguipment, so that it mey start functioning. Iverybody is anxiously waiting
that moment; because they all have a great confidence in it.

This hospital belongs to the Church in Uganda, and we hope that it
will play an important role in Her life. For, it will gladly accept patients
of every class, even if they belong to different denominations. It will

try to put into practice the real spirit of Orthodoxy, a spirit of respect
and sincere love and affection towards all men alike.

The completion of the building was mede possible through the help of
pious Greeks of Uganda, Kenya and Sudan and of the students of the Theological
School of the Holy Cross in Boston. But before it can start onerating, it
needs quite a lot of things. ledical tools, beds, medicines, in one word-eve-
rything that is needed in a hospital. If we do not come to its help, this
hospital will remain half-finished and will not fulfill its holy purpose. Let
it be noted; in this connection, that the missions of other denoninations
in Uganda operate magnificent hosnitals.

We are all called to help with enthusiasm in equipping this hospital,
which at present consists of bare rooms, so that it mey be put into omration.
It is worth organizing a campaign for thet.

DEMETRIOS MUMBALIS
Undergraduate in Medicine,
from Ugenda.,
Note; Those interested in the effort should apply to the Uganda Undergradua—
tes, Apostoliki Diakonia, 1 Tassiou Street, Athens (1), or to the edi-
t:: of tor of Poreuthentes.



Theological Views

LORD'S DAY AND M|SSION

C. SUNDAY - THE EIGHTH DAY

Sunday is called "the first
day", because it is " the first af-
ter Sabbath" and it is also called
the seventh day, since.it occupies
in our times the place occupied by
Sabbath, before the coming of our
Lord, Neither term, however, cm~
veys fully and truly its unique and
supernatural character.

For - Sunday being one day of
the week — we often think of it as
Just one more weekday, a usual 24—
hours period. And yet Sunday be—
longs to a new and entirely differ—
ent order of things. It is the"pic—
ture" and the "type" (Chrysostom),
the "mystery" (St. Gregory the Dia-—
logue) of the life of Resurrection,
of the future century, of the King-
dom of Heaven. Just as any Chris-
tian is "in this world" without
being "of this w.rld", so Sunday is
Ywith time" without being "of
time", it is simply a picture of
eternity in time. (Saint Ambrose,
St. Basil the Great).

Christ having risen from  the
dead and ascended into heaven,lives
and will live for ever. "For death
vannot take hold of Him any longer'.
Obviously enough, we still do nct
see Him, or at least we do not rec-
ognize Him. But we believe that,
in spite of our unworthiness He
sees us, watches over us and is
interested in every detail of our
life. We believe and hope that He
loves us and that He takes adwntage
of every single opportunity, even
if this is one of our mistakes or
most awful sins, to the end of
saving us, bringing us closer to
Him, introducing us into the peace
of the Father. We further belkieve
that every time that two or three
are gathered in His Name He is in
their midst, granting His peace and

extending His mercy, transmitting
His Spirit of Love, which enables us
to live not our own life, taut - the
life of Christ, the life of God,the
eternal Life of Love which unites

the Persons of the iriune Deity.
4nd, the more we die to the world,
the more we rise in Christj tho

nore we die in flesh the more
we live in the Spirit; the more we
get rid of the old man, the more we
are clad in the new Adam,in Christ.
Our life ig hidden in Christ, in
God. For, Christ, risen from the
dead, has become the beginning of
our own resurrection too; He is the
foundation stone of the new  crea-
tion, the "head", that is the begin-
ning of a new world and a new time,
entirely different from the world
and the time we know, Into §i-.this
world, we entered through baptism,
we remain through the Sacraments
and we are acclimatized through con-
tinuous training,  Some day, when
this evil century will come to an
end, Christ, our life, will appear
and we shall also appear with Him-
not as we appear at present in the
eyes of the wise and the strong of
this world,.humiliated, contemt,de-
feated, dead - but glorious, Ta-
diant, victors, living eternally
and undying as Christ Himself.

Sunday is, therefore, the day
on which, still living upon earth ,
we pre-taste the joy of this glori-
ous life in Heaven, with Christ and
the Saints. On this very day , ob-
viously anticipating His séoond
and glorious Coming, did the risen
Lord appear to His gathered disci-
ples. (John 20, 19-23, Luke 24, 33-
43, John 20, 26-29).

On this day He sent His All-Ho-
ly Spirit upon the holy Apostles;



On this day the first Christians ex
pected the return of +the Saviours
Or "tkzs day the Church calls us
especially to come together for the
breaking of the Bread and the bles-
sing of the Chalice. This holy
gathering takes place in remembrence
of the redeeming commenduent of
the Lord and, more specifically,"in
the remembrance of His salutery
Passion, of the life-giving Cross,

the three dey Entombment, the Res-
urrection from the dead, the As-
cension into heaven, the seating
on the right of God the Father,

of His glorious and terrible second
Presence” (Liturgy of St. Baeil the
Great).

Sunday, however, is not  meant
only as a means of protecting us
from the danger of forgetting  the
work of salvation that the Annointed
_of God carried out in the times of
Pontius Pilate; it is also meant to
give us the opportunity of feast-
ing together with our brethren
upon the Bread of Life "Who out of
mercy has descended from above,
giving a new life to the world", so
that we may thus foretaste the
"eternal rest" in the bosom of the
Father, until the Lord returns, un-
$il He comes.

Sundays are stops in our world-
ly life, during which we replenish
our energies and resume new
strength drawn out of the fountains
of heavenly Jerusalem. But  during
these stops we do not merely receive
supplies for our long march from

It is this new creation and this time of the Resurrection, that
Church reveals every Sunday when she gathers together; it is from it that
draws her strength and energy, it is its

death to Life, to God; we .also
foretaste something of its terminal,
we understand something of its goal,
we partake of some of the blessed
rest that is kept in store for us.
Sunday is the day during which, we
Christians, who have "newly become
natives" though still on earth, li-
ve as if we already were in Heaven.

In order to express and describe

the theological content of this
"spiritual® Sabbeth, the Fathers
called Sundey the eighth day,- a
dey which takes us beyond the usu-
al time, beyond the life of  the
rest of the week, beyond the life
of the "world" and "flesh" and
introduces us, even from this time,

together with the Risen Christ, in-
to the life of triune God. (Tertul-
lien ; Contra Judaeos chap. 6,Bar-
nabas Epistle, chapter 15).

On this subject of the eigkth
day the Holy Fathers have devoted
numerous commentaries and have
combined it with verious biblical
events and rassages - the eight
survivers of the Deluge, symhols

of the new mankind in Christ, the
eight beatitudes, the eight -~ verse
stanzes of the 118th Psalm etc —.
But all these are at best only
"symbols" and "signs", "pictures"
and "mysteries", for, above all
there is the concrete realitys
Christ Risen from the dead, our
true Goc¢, living in heaven with Ha-
ry, His Hother and Mother of all
the Saints.

the
she

life that she lives and it is its peace

that she rests in, in the middle of the struzgles and sorrows of this world.

And it is this Sunday - the eighth day — that she is called upon to

witness, not only in the onvironment that

God

i1l hes ple

least through certain chosen children of hers,

e mission:

the  eaFThT, Kvery sunday ought,

therefore, to zive a fresh impetus to our

mis—

sionary interests and re-kindle -

our zeal, making us live up to our

missionary

duty, in s Fuller measure.

D. COUTROUBIS



KORE M

LAND OF THe MORNING  CAlM
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Though' up to 1949 the Orthodox
Church of Korea was govirned by the
Russian Church through its repre-
sentative, since thot year its
administration has been taken by
the Korean priest Father Alexios

Xim. He was working vigorously
and creatively; but unfortunalely
a sad event brought to us great

grief. Our priest was captured by
communists in 1950 and wes sent to
exile in M. Corea with only accu-
sation the love for his flock. " I
cannot", he said," abandon the
Church, the Body of Christ", and
he preferred to suffer together
with the Church of Christ, while
he could have posribly avoided it.
Some time passed and we 21l thought
that the atheists had killed himg

but God did not abandon His good
worker, Some time ago we heard
the good news that he is alive.

His captivity does not prevent him
from working with courage and self
denial for the spreading of the
Gospol. - Though captive, -his -soul
is free to talk boldly about Christ
Whom he so much loves.,

In Athens theXe is the son of
the captive priest Conrtantings
with whom we are studying ~to=
¢ holy scirmee of Ortaodm:
at Athens University.

... After the capture of Father
Kim, however, for four whole years
namely from 1950-54, ve were left
without a priest. The Orthodox

Liturgy and Secraments were not
being celebrated in the thirsty
land of Xor:a and this meant a

great spiritual loss to the small
flock,; which - scattered and en-
tirely orphened - seemed to advan~
ce towards complete extinction.

The only Orthodox Church  had
been largely destroyed, during the
recent dramatic events in Korea.
The situation was desperate. But

God never forsekes those: who are.
hungry end thirsty for spiritual
food. A new spiritual leader was

not late in  appearing. Through
the Greelk Expeditionaty Force, its
various chaplains and in particu-
lar Archimandrite Andrear Chalkio-
poulos, seem to have been sent by
divine Providence at the most czi-
tical and difficult moment., As a
resl worker of the Gospel, with
great zeal; he startec-shepherding
the deserted congregation of our
Church; he celebrated the Liturgy
almost continuously, he »preached
the world of Christ, he fortified
the faith and morale of the faith-
ful, he worked the works of love
and baptized those coming to the
Orthodox Faith. He gathered the
scattered flock and with the gene-—
rous help of the Lxpeditionary
Torce, the destroyed church was
rebuilt.

Today, the Orthodox Church of
Korea has two Korean priestwand a
church with about two thousand
faithful. TFuture prospects are
more than hopeful and optimistic,

There is a large Catechetical
School with 150 pupils and a youth
organisation.

Fother Boris hun, one of  the
two priests, is an old Orthodox,
but the other one — Father Athana-
sius Y u ~ has gone through a very
movimg conversion from Protestan-
tier to the Faith. He had gone to
Boston as doctor and there he made
the acquaintance of '~ ~Orthadox




tHeologians of the _Theological
School of Boston. Being always in
search of truth and of pure faith,

he entered the holy bosom of the
Orthodox Church, placing himself
as a humble worker in the scrvice
of the Church, in Korea.

We have come tv Greece, in
order to be well educated in the

Orthodox Faith and carry it back to

our country, so that she may be
reborn and find the right way,
through the so many fallacies of

Buddhism and the various heresies.

Roman Catholics and Prote~
stants, vith their ample and .mo-
dern means and with a really —won-
derful organisation and strong
propaganda have maneged to convert
to Christianity many of ourcountry-
men, Today there are about 2,500
Protestant and 500 Roman Catholic
Churches with 8 native bishops.

The Orthodox Church; however,
lags very much behind. Ther many
troubles and adventures; she has
recently gome through, owing to
the communist invasion, account far
this.

The Church of Korea,thersfdrss
which has been recently rebuilt by
Greeks, awaits for the continuation
of the love and succour of Ortho-

doxy, with the pure fragrance of
the Spirit of Christ. We have ma-
ny difficulties and obstacles to

overcome.

Things have recently taken a
different turn, however. All are
nostalgic of Orthodoxy. Well edu~
cated Protestants have been baptiz
ed and added to the Orthodox camp.
Quite a few Protestant . . students
and undergraduates visit our
church and enquire with earnestress
about Orthodoxy, expressing their
desire to become Orthodox too.
It ie we, therefore, that should
point out to them the "right teac:
ing" that they may return to the
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true way.

Just because of this, now, mo-
re than ever, we need your fervent
love. The Christian love that
unites people and forges unbreak—
able links, even if vast distance
separates them.

And now, I shall come to my
own personal story. I have not
always been Orthodox. From very

young I started off with great zeal
as Protestant. In those years .off
Japanese occupation many Christians
were martyred. Bvery Christian wes
in continuous danger and readiness
for persecution.

There were tremendous obsta-
cles. In order to go to Church,
I had to walk two and three hours,

through gullies and mountains and
Japanese military stations. The
Japanese forbid every gathering
of Koreans, whether religious or

not. Iany times I used to get up
in the middle of the night and
walk to the distant church. Some-

times the moon kept me company on
these dangerous trips, but quite
often I had to walk in darkness.
Every slip might have costed me &y
life.

I remember so many times the
rain drenching me and the icy wind.
beating me mercilessly. And yet,
who could stop me? I knew that at
the other end Christ was waiting
for me. And His love gave me
courage and strength and hope. But

even after reaching the church,
how many times I came up against
our atheist conquerors who had

arrested all those that had taken
refuge in the Church!

But arrest was not the only
thing . The godless oppressors,
whether Japanese in the beginning
or Communist later on, % . 3 .forced
Christians to deny Christ the
source and light of life and to
sacrifice to the idols and images




of their fals gods,

In front of all other Chris-
tians, they set +them the awful
dilemma; sacrifice to the idols
and freedom or death. But they,

faithful to their eternal redeemer,
preferred immortality to corrupt -
ion, truth to 1lie, heavenly ,joy
to earthly sorrow, eternal *life
near Christ to the temporal slavery

to infidelity. And, many a time,
the blood of those martyrs was
shed in front of us; a humble sa-
crifice to the throne of God.

This lasted until 1945. But
after few years, in 1950, the com-

munist invasion spelled & new pe-—
riod of persecution.

But that time Protestantism
was already not satisfying me.

And God lighted my way and let me
to the knowledge of the right

Faith. He sent His labourer who
led me out of despair. Father
Andreas was my first helper. The

first time I saw him I admit I was

scared. In my country we are not
used %0 black cassocks and long
beards., But on his breast I saw
the cross and that gave me courage

I realized he was a worker of God.
I drew close and I told him I was a
Christian, He did not know my lan-—
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guage, but the languagerofilowe was:

good enough. One day he took me
with him. Whenever he wished to
tell me something, he pulled out

the Bible and pointed out a chaptez
I read it in my language and under~
stood what he meant to tell me.

From that time I tried to learn
Greek. In a short time I piched up
some. I could understand more than
I could talk. One day he took me
in his car to the Orthodox  church
in Seoul, which I did not know,
When I entered the Church, the holy
icons and the whole atmosphere deep~
ly impressed and touched me. I

felt that I was in front of Ged.
Thus, the desire to come to know
Orthodoxy was born and kindled

within me, In fact, as this moment
I became Orthodox to all intents
and purposes, With the few Greek
that I spoke, Father Andreas used
me as interpreter in his sermons to
the Orthodox, We then visitea uni-
versities, high schools, orphanages

and spoke to them of Christ. After
a while; I was baptised and became
an Orthodox Christian and, with

the help of God, I was able to come
to Greece, the mother of Orthodoxy.

ALEXANDER CHAKG
Student of theology.

&
St



orthodox Hission Abroad

THE HOLY }ETROPOLIS OF CENTRAL AFRICA

Qur Byzantine ancestors called
Central Africa the whole vast Afri-
can expanse, which in our days com-
prises the States of Cameroum, fn-
gola, Congo, Ruanda-Urundi, Ugenda,
Kenya, Tanganyika Rhodesia and
Nyasaland.

This province has been divided
ecclesiastically, by the Patriar—
chete of Alexandria, into three
lietropolitan Dioceses. First, the
Holy ietropolis of Central Lfrica
and Ixarchate of 21l Equador under
the Metropolitan Kyprianos Papado -
pouloss secondly, the Holy Metropo-
lis of Lirinoupolis and  Txarchate
of all Bastern ifrica under the
lietropolitan Nicolaos Verelopoulos
and, thirdly, the Holy Hetropolis
of Accra and Lxarchate »f 2ll West-
ern Africa under the lietropolitan
Eustathios Fustathiou.

These ecclesiastical Jurisdic—~
tions have rather been re-establish-
ed; since at the time of the Emper—
or Justinian the Wise (6th century
A.D.) Greek Orthodox missionaries,
starting from the holy citadel of
B yzantium, had already brought the
everlasting light of the grace of
Jesus Christ "into the south of
Ethiopia, towards the equador, into
the unlightened country" as contem-
porary chroniclers mention.

G. Skalieris - a Greek historian
- in his work "The Patriarchate of
Alexaendria, jurisdiction etc" Ath-
ens, 1926, very vididly describes
the toil and labour of the orthodox
missionaries in the African jungles,
and about the establishment of
dioceses.

Today the Metropolis of Central
Africa includes the states of Congo
and Ruanda-Urundi, where 7000
Greek-Orthodox having as their lead-
2 indefatigable Metropolitan Ky

prianos, are continuing the holy
heritage of our ancestors keeping
churches, schools and charitable
establishments. While on the other
hand, the spiritual arsenal of the
Church is not lacking in any respech
Eight selected and zealous priests
help the mission of the hierarch of
Central Africa three of whom are
theologicians while the rest of
them come from various schools  of
general education. Five  Churches
and four chapels are in operation

while two communities are soon
going to have their own churches .
Two of the commanities, those of

Bunia and BElizabetville have second-
ary and primary schools with board-
ing houses. There are two profes-—

sors and five teachers who look
after the education of 250 Greek
children of that area. .. Severpal

charity and art institutions _hoelp
as much as possible the netional
work of the Greek communities.

The recent expansion of Hel-
lenism into the vast areas of Cen-
tral Africa is worth while mention-
ing. The doctor P. Potagos reached
the east part of the big river of
Congo five years before the great
explorer H. Stamley (1875) and in
Leopoldville there is the oldest
tomb of a white immigrant that of
John Papazoglou. Since 1892 Greeks
from Egypt and Sudan (Kepatsi, Me-
taxas and liakris) reached Congo and
helped tremendously in the progress
of that place.

Today 25 Greek scientists are
offering precious services for the
reorganization of the country.

The Greek Hicrarch Mgs. Kypri-
anos prepares the issue of a his-
torical Dbook in two langnages,
French and Swahili (Africandialect)
on the subject ofs



(a) The infiltration of  the
Greek-Christian lighi in the Black
Continent(from the 6th century B.
C. till the 6th century A.D.)

(b) The Holy Liturgy of St.John
Chtysostom with historical intro-
duction to Orthodoxy.

This work will help considera-
bly in introducing Orthodoxy to
the natives who literally besiege
the Greek Metropolis,daily in or-
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is common for Uganda as well
a2z for the inhebitans of vast Con-
g0.The Rev.Metropolitan Kypriancs
is thinking of inviting quite socn
PFather Reuben Spartas the leader
of the Orthodox African movement
so that the burnig thirst of the
natives may be satisfied.

And,so with the help of cur Fa -
ther of Lighits and with the brother--
ly cc-opera’ion of the Gresk Metnow

der to know the spiritual treasu--
res of Orthodoxy,

Today many eminent natives
ply for admission into our
Church.

Luckily the language of Swahili

ap-
H oly

itans of the vas?t country which
sbibited by nearly 50,000.0C0
d souls,no doudt, the
s work will be the es~
of a gtrong Crthodox

san Church,

GEORGE ZERVOS
Congo
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subscription for those who wish to
support the effort.
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THE BXCCUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR ORTHODOX MIS-
SIONS was elected during the 4th General
Assembly of the International Organisation
of Orthodox Youth "SYNDESKOS"in Sep.1958
with the object of preparing the ground
for the creation of a Pan-Orthodox Missi=~
onary Movement.

THE GEN.SECRLTARIAT of the above Committee
based on Athens, conducts the whole work,
which at present includes the following 3
a) Study of the problems of a contenporary
Orthodox Mission. b) Mobilisation of .all
interested. ¢) Aid to the young (Ehurches
of Uganda and Korea. d) Preparationof the
first team of missionaries,

"PORCUTHENTES";as an organ of this effort
which belongs to all Orthodox, would  be
very glad to print articles on missions.

Thoughts, suggestions or criticisms on the
whole effort are invlluable to us. Please
write tos Ir. Anastasios Yannoulatos 0]
Gen.Secretary of the Executive :Committee
for Orthodox Missions, Akademias 45,
Athens (1).

into his harvest."

.the| hdrvegt truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;
Qg;j the Lord of the harvest, that he will send

(Matth., 9, 37-38).
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