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Battlefield of the Mind
Part 3:  The Revolution Begins
OVERVIEW
Since the beginning of time the battle of good versus evil has waged war in the mind of every human being.  Get your army fatigues, a homeless person, a paintball gun, and some garbage and you’re ready to preach this powerful and highly illustrative series!  Help your members win the battle and live the victorious life over fear, worry, and thoughts contrary to God’s Word.

RATING
Adults and Teenagers

GET READY
No preparation necessary other than maintaining the original military setting.
MESSAGE OPENING

Romans 12:1-2  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will.  NIV
1. Today we share part 3 in our series called The Revolution Begins.
2. REV·O·LU·TION   1) a sudden, radical, or complete change. 2) a fundamental change in political organization; especially : the overthrow or renunciation of one government or ruler and the substitution of another by the governed 3) activity or movement designed to effect fundamental changes in the socioeconomic situation 4)  a fundamental change in the way of thinking about or visualizing something : a change of paradigm.

3. In order to walk in the freedom Jesus Christ paid for us we have to make a shift in our belief system, our thinking and our speech.
4. Revolution:  transformation, alteration, change, upheaval, revolt, uprising, its synonym is rebellion.
5. The enemy is out to pillage, destroy, lie, deceive, and spiritually rape human beings.
6. He wants to steal your dignity, destroy your pride, rape your self worth, damage your confidence, corrupt your values, and destroy your connectivity to God.
7. Some people say, “Well, it must be the Lord’s will or it wouldn’t have happened??”
8. No, sometimes we just need to stand up and fight.
9. AMERICAN REVOLUTION
a. The freedoms we enjoy today are a result of a group of colonist who stood up to the British dominance and rule.

b. Taxation without representation, The Boston Tea Party, religious freedom, freedom from British rule and authority.

c. In 1775 Paul Revere made his famous ride as the British prepared to attack the ammunitions depot in Concord.
HEZEKIAH, THE REVOLUTIONARY

[Read 2 Kings 18:1-8.]  In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Hezekiah son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His mother's name was Abijah daughter of Zechariah. 3 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father David had done. 4 He removed the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. He broke into pieces the bronze snake Moses had made, for up to that time the Israelites had been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan.) 

1. He was intentional about bringing change.

a. He threw out the altars that were set up to make-believe gods.
b. Asherah poles (Phoenician goddess)
c. This was no accident.

d. Eliminating pagan idols is one thing – look what he did next.

2. He was willing to make the radical shift to bring freedom.
a. He shattered into pieces the bronze snake Moses had made – on purpose 
b. Not, “Oops it fell and broke.”
c. The snake was a source of salvation from the snake bites.
Numbers 21:1-9   When the Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was coming along the road to Atharim, he attacked the Israelites and captured some of them. 2 Then Israel made this vow to the LORD: "If you will deliver these people into our hands, we will totally destroy their cities." 3 The LORD listened to Israel's plea and gave the Canaanites over to them. They completely destroyed them and their towns; so the place was named Hormah.   
4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!" 6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us." So Moses prayed for the people.  8 The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live." 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.  NIV
a.   We still see the symbol used everywhere today at every hospital and medical facility.
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 Why did he get rid of it?  Because the people worshipped it.
c.  What was once a good thing had become an idol in their life.
3.  He recognized the tool for worship had become the object of worship. 
a. Can you imagine the response of the religious people?
b. “You broke Moses’ snake!”   “You defiled a holy thing!”

c. What was Hezekiah saying?   “You’ve lost focus and purpose.  You’ve allowed the thinking of the world (idols and other gods) to infiltrate your thinking!”
d. The Ten Commandments (Ex 20:3-5) (#1) "You shall have no other gods before me. (#2) You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,”  NIV
e. Idols today:

· “The church is a holy place!”
· “Hymns are REAL worship”
· “The Bible is a sacred book!”  [ Lord of the Rings quote]  “Precious” This is nothing more than cultured wood turned into paper.  These words become powerful when we speak them and put them into practice.

· “Idol of self.”    We drive cars, buy clothes and toys we can’t afford so we can keep up with the Jones.
f. What are the worldly ideals and thinking we’ve allowed into our mindset? 

g. What things in our life have we allowed to take a higher place than our living relationship with God?

h. What are the idols we’ve allowed to have dominance in our life?
i. If you can’t give it up or give it away, it rules and controls you.

j. How many of us have allowed the TV to have a greater influence in our lives and our thinking than the life of God, the presence of God, and the Word of God?

k. Teenagers:  Can you lay down instant messaging, email, and text messaging?
4. His revolutionary lifestyle led to revolutionary results!
2 Kings 18:5-8 Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either before him or after him. 6 He held fast to the LORD and did not cease to follow him; he kept the commands the LORD had given Moses. 7 And the LORD was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. 8 From watchtower to fortified city, he defeated the Philistines, as far as Gaza and its territory.  NIV

John 8:31-32 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  NIV

MIND REVOLUTION
1. It’s going to take a fight.
a. Can’t get there haphazardly. 
b. Insanity:  to keep doing the same things you’ve done before but expecting different results.

c. The enemy is not going to roll over and say, “Oh, they’re going to think godly thoughts.  Let’s leave them alone.”
d. Philippians 2:5-6  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,  NKJV

2. We must be disciplined.
a. Hebrews 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.  NIV

b. 1 Corinthians 9:25-27 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.  NIV

3. We must revolt against the lies, archaic thinking, and defeated mentality.
a. Revolt is the base word of revolution.

b. 2 Kings 18:7b “He (Hezekiah) rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him.”
c. Ephesians 4:22-24   You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  NIV
CLOSING
1. As we close all of us need to take an inventory of our lives and our thoughts.

2. Where does the revolution need to begin in your life?
3. What thinking habits need to be adjusted?
4. This week as you walk through your everyday life I challenge you to be more aware and sensitive to the thought patterns you allow to develop.
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