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Ontario Grade 5
Social Studies

Strand A:  Heritage & Identity
Interactions of Indigenous Peoples and Europeans prior to 1713

Part 1:
Before the Explorers



(c) Coach's Corner

NOTE
In 2018 the Ontario Ministry of Education 
published a revised social studies curriculum 
document, which changed some of the 
language terms from the 2013 curriculum.  
Particular attention was paid to the 
recommendations of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission.  For example:
• “First Nations” was replaced by “Indigenous 

peoples”.
• The time period “in New France and early 

Canada” was replaced by “Prior to 1713, in 
what would eventually become Canada”.

• More attention has been paid to Metis and 
Inuit issues.

As I update my units for this social studies strand, 
I will be ensuring that the proper terminology is 
used.  In the following curriculum chart, I have 
omitted the phrase “prior to 1713, in what would 
eventually become Canada” in order to fit 
everything on one page.

Please check back to your “My Purchases” 
section of your TPT account to ensure you are 
using the most recent revision of this social 
studies resource, as I will be updating it 
regularly!
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Indigenous peoples and Europeans in New France & Early Canada – Part 1 
Indigenous peoples Before the Explorers

Lessons tied to Ontario Social Studies Curriculum Expectations

Lesson # Lesson Time Period Ontario 
Grade 5 

Social Studies 
Expectations

Page 
Number

1 Learning 
About the 

Past

1 period A2.2 5

2 Before the 
Explorers

2 periods A2.3, A2.4, 
A3.1

8

3 Narrowing 
Our Focus

1 period A2.3, A3.1 13

4 Indigenous 
Peoples at a 

Glance

1 period A2.3, A3.1, 
A3.6

16

5 Indigenous 
Peoples of 
the Great 
Lakes – St. 
Lawrence 

Region

1 period A2.4, A3.1 23

6 Indigenous 
Peoples Trade 

& Travel

3 to 5 periods A2.1, A2.2, 
A2.3, A3.1

29

7 Performance 
Task:  Menu 

Board

Up to 6 
periods

A2.3, A3.1 42
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Detailed 
Lesson Plans 
Aligned with 

2018 
Curriculum
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Student-
Friendly 
Texts
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Mapping 
Activities
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Student
Tasks
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