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BODY 

Proof: main reasons, 

supporting ideas. 

(Who, when, where, why, 

how) 

Give details, evidences, 

data and examples 

a) Support your opinion 

 

b) Provide with reasons and 

Details: Try to think of at 

least 3 reasons, if you 

don’t have a minimum of 

3 reasons you may have a 

weak argument. 

 

c) Include a short counter-

Argument (Opposing 

view): why? Because you 

want your audience to 

know that you have 

considered both sides of 

the argument and you’ve 

made a decision. 

REASON: A strict life-time ban 

could protect other athletes from 

the temptation to use drugs. 

EXAMPLE/DETAIL: If athletes 

are aware of the severe 

punishment they may be less 

likely to be tempted to buy these 

performance-enhancing steroids. 

 

OPPOSING VIEW: Some might 

argue that this punishment is too 

severe; if you take away the 

person’s ability to play the sport, 

you take away their life-long 

dream. 

 

REFUTATION: However, it is 

the athletes taking these drugs 

who are the ones robbing other 

athletes of opportunity and 

dreams. 

IELTS SPEAKING LESSON 5-10-2018 
By Johny 

 

Lesson Objective: Students shall be able to give an argument in a coherent, concise and structured way.  

Evaluation Criteria: Students can demonstrate basic proficiency in the following categories: Punctuation, grammar and 

Coherency. 
 

Section One  
How to structure an argument (For a debate, discussion or an opinion essay) 
 

   Outline        Paragraph        Examples 

 

INTRODUCTION 

State what you 
believe, state your 
opinion in one topic 
sentence 

TOPIC: Professional athletes 

who are caught taking 

performance drugs should be 

banned from the sport for life. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Final opinion, lesson 

or prediction, etc. 

Don’t include new ideas 

here. 

CONCLUSION: As I have 

discussed, there are advantages 

and disadvantages to the issue 

However, I think that the most 

effective way to completely 

discourage them to take these 

drugs is by banning them from 

the sport for life. 

If athletes are shown that there is 

always a healthier way to win 

competitions, they world would 

be a better place. 
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THE INTRO 

The job of the intro is to get the reader’s/speaker’s attention. It acts as a hook. It has to be strong and clear. 

 

Examples of Bad introductions: 

1. Four out of five teenagers in Canada have cellphones  

2. Driving is very stressful  

3. How I learned to be more patient  

4. I this paragraph I would like to discuss the importance of good in Italian culture.  

5. I agree with the topic that violence is part of the human nature is true and the reasons are these.  

 

Examples of how to make them better topic sentences: 

 

1. Cellphones should be banned from classrooms for several reasons.  

2. Driving on the highway in heavy traffic is stressful for many motorists.  

3. Having a child taught me the importance of being patient.  

4. Food is an essential part of Italian culture.  

5. Human kind seems to be naturally violent (and here is why).  

 

THE BODY 

The job of the body is to help the reader/listener understand the importance and controversy of the issue. 

 

Tips: 

• Take a clear position: it’s important that the reader/listener understand your opinion. You cannot sit on the fence 

in an opinion essay. Pick one side or the other. 

• Be clear: Not only in your opinion, but also in your reasons and your details. Remember that it’s not the 

reader/listener to connect your ideas; it’s your job as the writer/speaker. 

• Consider your audience: it’s important to understand who is it that you are trying to persuade. Know what kinds 

of counter-arguments you may hear and be prepared to disprove them. 

 

In the body you should: 

 

a) Support your opinion 

b) Provide with reasons and Details: Try to think of at least 3 reasons, if you don’t have a minimum of 3 reasons you 

may have a weak argument. 

c) Include a short counter-Argument (Opposing view): why? Because you want your audience to know that you have 

considered both sides of the argument and you’ve made a decision. 

 

THE CONCLUSION: 

 

In your conclusion you  

 

• Restate your thesis (your intro) using paraphrasing.  

• You summarize your main points (reasons) 

• End with a strong statement. 
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Section Two  
Timed Speaking 
 

Directive: Students will be asked to speak on the following topics. They will have 1 minute to write down keywords or 

bullet points and 2 minutes to speak. 

 

1. Is human nature constant or is it molded by culture? In other words, can human nature be completely changed by 

culture or society? 

2. Are humans better at creation or destruction? 

3. What are the best and worst parts of human nature? 

4. What aspects of humans have made us a successful species? 

5. What is the best way to explore human nature: psychology, philosophy, or biology? 

6. What are the most important factors in maintaining a well-functioning society? What does it mean for a society to 

function well? 

7. What are the pros and cons of colonizing other planets? How could this help or hurt the human race? 

8. Are emotions necessary for human survival? 

9. Is intelligence or wisdom more useful? 

10. What does it mean to live a good life? 

 


