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IS CHINA MAKING PROGRESSES 
IN TACKLING ITS ENVIRONMEN-
TAL ISSUES? 



Environment is defined as the sum of natural and 
artificial factors that influence human survival and 
development. The survival and development of hu-
man beings depends on the health of the environ-
ment, so care for the environment is in the common 
interest of mankind, both current and future. For 
China, a healthy environment serves as the premise 
for economic development and a comfortable life 
for its citizens. Therefore, environmental protection 
directly benefits the country’s well-being. Current-
ly, China has developed a system of judicial relief for 
environmental disputes that integrates administra-
tive litigation, criminal litigation, and civil litigation. 
This system has generated many advantages in the 
implementation of punishing perpetrators, inhibit-
ing environmental pollution and destruction, and 
providing relief to victims as well as other objec-
tives.
In today’s China, with its increasingly serious en-
vironmental situation and the difficulty in solving 
environmental disputes, the significance of estab-
lishing environmental protection trial divisions lies 
in its bold breakthrough in China’s current legisla-
tion. The breakthrough involves a number of differ-
ent aspects, such as China’s current trial methods, 
the provisions on the jurisdiction of courts and the 
manner of accepting cases, and judgment method. 
It has thus promoted the development of the judi-
cial relief system for environmental disputes in Chi-
na. As a conclusion, it is submitted that in order to 
fully provide the benefits of judicial relief for envi-
ronmental disputes, China should pay attention to 

strengthening the links between related legislation 
on judicial relief for environmental disputes and, 
meanwhile, raise the professional knowledge lev-
el of judges on hearing environmental disputes by 
centralizing training and importing environmental 
law professionals. It should also seek to improve the 
level of the judges’ trial knowledge and ability with-
in the field of environmental law in order to fully 
realize impartiality in the judicial system. Especially 
after courts in certain Chinese cities began estab-
lishing environmental trial divisions one after the 
other, the People’s Court earnestly started building 
a team of judges with specialized knowledge in 
environmental law, which is essential for correctly 
understanding and enforcing the law, realizing the 
environmental trial divisions’ functions, and achiev-
ing their real objectives.
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gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
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To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.
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Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
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cation results.
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