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1. An ecclesiastical banner, especially one carried in processions.
2. The banner adopted by Constantine after his conversion to
Christianity.
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Traditionalism as a Virtne: | .53: Dﬂ\ﬁd ;. K.E-“B

A Sandy Foundation

And the Lovrd called his people ZION, because they were of one heart and one
mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.
Moses 7:18
Now there ave diversities of gifis, bur the same Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:4

Brigham Young University is a Mecea for young, single Saints. During my missionary service in South
America, I sent an application for admission to BYU with the endorsement of my mission president. |
received the acceptance letter a few months before returning home. I pretty much knew what 1 had
gotten myself into, and 1 was thrilled about it, 1 was headed to the Lord’s universityl

After completing my mission, [ returned to my home in Texas. My father and stepmother greeted me
when I deplaned, and over the next few months, before it was time for me to head to Provo, they helped
me acclimate back to my American lifestyle. They had moved to a new ward* at church, and I got to
know some of the members there.

A pair of sister missionaries was serving in that ward, My father and stepmother had a habit of inviting
the missionaries into their home, and on a particular evening, while I was home, the sisters came over for
a dinner appointment. During dinner, one of the sisters struck up a casual conversation with me. She
was from rural Utah, had straight, red hair, a bubble haircut, pale skin, a freckled face, and a highly
traditional manner. She asked me what my plans were now that I had retumed home from my mission. 1
noted that I would soon be heading to Provo, having been accepted to BYU. Her eyes lit up, and she
proclaimed that she, too, would be attending BYU after finishing her mission, As it turned out, her
mission was ending before I was programmed to leave Texas to head to Utah. “T guess we’ll see each
other up therel” she said gleefulty,

A few days later, my father approached me in the presence of my stepmother and hinted that perhaps 1
might consider pursuing this young woman. After all, she was a righteous servant of the Lord, and had
done everything right on her mission. It was just a casual suggestion, not an injunction, but I did feel
kind of squirmy about it. But I knew that I needed to hurry up and find my mate before I became a
“menace to society” for being a dangerously single returned missionary. “Maybe my dad is onto

4 something here,” I thought.

On her |ast day of the mission, I cornered her in the hallway at church, Irequested one of her “business
| cards” that she was distributing to the members of the ward. It had her home address in Utah printed on
it. When she gave one fo me, she tried to be discreet, but 1 could tell that she was thrilled. Iwrote hera §
A letter after she returned home, and soon we were communicating through e-mail. When I drove up to
1 Provo, she was there waiting for me with a picnic basket. This gesture seemed eerily maternal, but | just
went along with it anyway,

- We immediately began dating regularly, and the relationship moved quickly. It was a surreal experience

for me, because I wasn’t really attracted to her. 1 felt like I was doing what I was supposed to do, though,
. as if this were a continuation of my mission in South America. We spent inordinate amounts of time
together, we kissed, and I even got to know her friendly (but highly dystunctional) family.

L One day we were sitting in her apartment having a conversation about life. She started talking about all

§ the great people she had met on her mission to Texas, and imbedded in her words she said something that
raised my eyebrows. “You know, David,” she whispered affectionately, “I wouldn’t mind living in
Texas for the rest of my life.” Normally this wouldn’t have caused alarm, except for the fact that T had
already mentioned my desire to live in Texas after completing my education. “Is this a not-so-subtle
marriage proposal?” I wondered, A few days later, I was innocently admiring a ring that she had on her
finger. “Yeah, I like this ring, too,” she said. “By the way, I’'m a size 8 on my ring finger.”

Now that was too much. Here I was, dating a girl 1 didn’t really feel too excited about, and only doing it
because she was a righteous girl that had served a mission in Texas. Fortunately, I had the infinite
wisdom to escape the situation. She communicated with me several times after we broke up, but I was
eventfually able to move on. Her friends tried to make me feel guilty about it, but I wouldn’t budge.




What’s so significant about this story? This is a sad, but all-too-common example of what happens to
LDS people who don’t follow their hearts, and allow traditionalism to become a virtue of its own. What
would have happened if | had caved in to the pressure that | was feeling to “do my duty” and just married
her? Twould probably be making babies with a woman that | had nothing in common with. What on
earth was | thinking?

I guess some Mormons mistake traditionalism for righteousness. Apparently, | had fallen victim to this
mentality. It’s very easy to do given the important role that obedience 1o God and church leaders plays in
the lives of rank and file members of the church. “Obedience is the first law of heaven” is a maxim that
has often been repeated by the General Authorities of the church, An unfortunate byproduct of this zeal
for traditionalism is that people who do not conform often get judged as somehow lacking in their
spirituality. When conformity becomes a virtue, pharisaism* rears its ugly head,

We would certainly expect to sce extreme traditionalism in a niche population such as BYU, but we also
see the same culture in the broader LDS community. If one strays too far outside the norm, she is likely

B fo reap the suspicion of her fellow Saints and her church leaders. In many cases, this leads to ostracism,
In a few cases, it leads to excommunication. The challenge that faces the free-spirited Latter-day Saint is
how to maintain one’s identity and still remain faithful in a religious climate that values traditionalism
above all else.

In an article for the Salt Lake Tribune, Paul James Toscano, a Salt Lake attorney and intellectual who
was excommunicated from the Church in 1993 as part of the infamous “September Six,” gave a scathing
criticism of the culture of conformity in the church. He dismissed the Mormons in the following manner;

“[The LDS Church] is an archconservative culture built on the sand of family and
tribal values with respectability as its chief comerstone, Tts adherents are less like
living stones in the mystical temple of God, and more like living stiffs in a morgue
of quiet conformity.”

Salt Lake Tribune, 16 August 2003

While I am willing to admit that his harsh words were influenced by a certain degree of resentment, 1
regrettably find this characterization fo be true in many cases, By sacrificing our individual gifis and
W talents upon the altar of convention and embracing conformity as a virtue, we are building upon a sandy

8 foundation indeed.

Professor Hugh Nibley was one of the most outspoken social critics of the church in the latter half of the
twentieth century. At the beginning of this essay, I quoted the definition of Zion as given in the Mormon
canon, The people of Zion are to have “one heart and one mind,” but does this mean they must all act the
same? Professor Nibley provides some insight:

“What makes Zion? Ged has given us the perfect definition: Zion is the pure in
heart—the pure in heart, not merely the pure in appearance. It is not a society or
religion of forms and observances, of pious gestures and precious mannerisms. It
is strictly a condition of the heart.”

Approaching Zion, pp. 26-27

Most of us have too much pride to admit that we are silently puttering along in a state of blind
traditionalism. In many cases, like my own close call with a potentially disastrous marriage, we follow
our own sense of propriety without considering the feclings of the heart. We need to remember that
conformity is not a virtue. With that understanding, we will find that diversity isn’t really a virtue, either.
| As Christians, we need to foster an environment that allows God’s children to express their individual
1 gifis. Diversity is the result of that effort, and in a true Zion she feels at home,




Over the past semester, [ have had to pick over many LDS artists. Thereare all )
the typical categories; country, rap, dance, punk rock, and pop. Then, our world (&
also throws in some Especially for Youth soundtracks (LDS camp sort of thing
for kids 12-18 years old). But, I have found some really great and talented
musicians in the melting pot of all genres.

The two that I am choosing to review are the ones that moved me enough to
buy their CD, not just burn it. “The Arrogants” from California and “Low”
from Minnesota are worth are your time, so listen up and go check them out!

de Minneso
Tim Burton had a band, it would sound

like The Great Destroyer LP! I heard their
first single, “Monkey,” and was absolutely
awestruck and sold to the end. The driving
melody and raw talent of his voice is just

|
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mesmerizing. As the CD goes on, they sing g_
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about real life hardships like having to sell
the farm, going deaf, and choosing to
pursue music instead of college. I am glad
that Alan Sparhawk and Mimi Parker
decided to take the chance and pursue i '
music. They were married in collegeanda Q| ~1 F M —r LABARUM 2AD\O
few years later met up with Zak Sally and
formed Low. Putting these three rhythmists JHEARROGANTS de C—O\\rFQVV\\CL
together creates pure musical genius. You know that classic cliché “we just do it
because we love music”? Well, this band
NE& PLAY ALL LDS MUS\L\ANS- actually means it! The Arrogants are
- = anything but sell-outs; you can download
€ almost all their music for free at their
r % website. As for the music, it can often be
- quite romantic, considering two-thirds of
ﬂ - the band is married... but, it's not sappy.
a
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£ Many of the songs are composed of relaxing
and cheerful beats that cause thumb-taps

+  and head-bobs. The very subtle and soft

g voice of Jana Heller is perfection mixed
LQ with the strong lyrics of guitarist Jayd
McFerson. Other McFerson boys, Jeffrey
and Jon, along with Billy Pena round out
the group. Together they can satisfy the .
Indie in all of us! |

u\\e. listen 4+ more +hon
o Mormw\ Ta.\aum.de.
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.. Donavon Lucas

" ;BE WISE T ‘g@,

8 have become the motto of my fife and have brought great things to past.

. am 17, 2 returned missionary (Colombia Bogot South Mission), and 1 am a peculiar individual. Hot perfect, but peculiar. | work at
“ Universal Records in the ABR* department, do 2 Google search on it if you want to know what that is. | ako have a litte Profile

i the most powerful tool to influence not only the youth but the citizens of this world. If all the good people just step aside and

- mark and who knows if | will When | read this scripture it fifted my spirits; | am here for a reason and these frials are part of

" prayer and scripture study, is just to abways let people kmow what | believe, Everyone for the most part knows | am LDS and most

Buy: Donavon LUCAS

“0 be wise; what can | say more”, Jacob 6:12*. | read this at some point on my mission and these small and simple words | think.
§0 who am | and why was | asked to write this little artide? Well to be brief my name is Donzvon. | five in Southern California. |

on MySpace called LDS* Around The World which is probably the largest LDS site on HySpace. That may be a good or bad thing.
S due to the fact | have that little space, | was asked to do this article and briefly speak on fiving in the world but not being of
the world.

Working in the entertainment industry may seem a bit risky to most LDS members but | have found it overall to be a very
enjoyable workplace. | have DJ'ed for |1 years now and have managed or worked for a few bands. Music has always been my life
next o the gospel. When | got the oppurtunity to work in the indusry [ love, | couldn't say no. | ake lmew one thing; the Media

think ignoring it is going to change things then they are wrong, The media only exist to give people what they perceive they want.
So that is why | choose to take a shot at joining its ranks and maybe make a difference or change!

Everyday, the Adversary” tries to find new ways to make it tougher on us to be in this world, but everyday the Lord works on the
antiovirus. 1 know i we look at our lives daily we will find that He holds true to the words of his servant Alma in Alma 363 L
do know that whosoever shall put their trust in God shall be supported in their trials, and their troubles, and their afflictions, and
shall be lifted up at the last day”. The past week | have been contemplating why | am in this business...| have not yet made my

strengthening my Spirit so when the task comes to stand in front of the world | will not disappoint Him!
| am finding that the easiest way to deal with the daily moral choices | have to make, aside from the Primary* answers of daily

know where | stand when it comes to the supposed industry standard of Sex, Drugs, Alcohol and Reck ‘n Roll. “fust say no"; and
guess what! Most people fisten. Those that don't, you just don't assodiate with anymore. That is how | get it done and | find that
there are many people like me, too.

When choosing what | associate myself with, as far as bands or projects, | just try my best to following the 13th Article of Faith”
and find all that is “lovely, praisewrthy or of good repart™ and | also try to find those traits in the people | work with. People
appreciate it when you focus on their good traits and not the bad. It can be tough at times but when | think of all who Christ
associated with, | think that is how he gained their trust and love, He found what was good in them.

Elder* Robert D. Hales said in the Nov. 2000 issue of the Ensign*, “By choosing to be in His kingdom, we separate, not isolate,
ourselves from the world.” Get to know others outside of church! How else can we help spread His gospel? | find that the strongest
way the gospel is shown in our lives is through our example. Words only mean so much, but people really take notice of how we
act. My actions at work, especially the not drinking part, have opened up countless conversations with people you would never think
have any interest in the gospel. Let your light shine!

It's ok to be LDS and participate in the Entertainment Industry. Kow else s there going to be any good in the most powerful
medium to shape the youth of today for tomorrow? Just remember you have to be careful when you step into the “DEVIL'S
PLAYGROUND". Associate yourself with good people, LDS or not. Even if this is not the route you may go in life, the same
difficulties can be found anywhere. Just stand tall and let your light shine. Heavenly Father will bless you. Well | wish | could say
more but | must end for now. Have fun!
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Hi Colleen, ...\ Wee W would be. hawd

I would be glad to help.  have been a +° e b:?\cf-_l‘f;m
member of the church 7 years now. [am a \ ™ He nunon
recently endowed* member. 1 love my 6 ound 'Hf\m Hhavk's
calling as YW 1st Counselor®. I joined the Yot Lovo\e
church while a student in college. Overall I A cs-w\p

experience with the church and its

members. [ just recently returned from Utah?["

feel that I have always had a positive ' _ /

" and was really happy with the experience I . i
had there. I am a single mom and I find that Thonks ‘o

. the support I get from the church is great, I 5 ~H\_g,_, ML&‘.'\-tnﬂ
get more comments from blacks who aren't sm VS o{‘-

members of the church. They always : Mgs ace . Cow)
. comment,” there are black mormons?". And - Conl ‘?‘ at's oo

of course there is always the question of ' :

polygamy -- - %Qf Lo

' ' : ; \a oy ‘

The only problem I foresee in the future is -y ;’"‘ -'cv.

marriage. I would like to marry a returned ﬁ

missionary in the temple. Race is no b s O~b\e_,

- problem. When [ date non-members they to Hind 7.
have a hard time grasping the fact that I will . y v black LDS
not have sex before marriage. I don't know 3“'\ o
if that is a race thing or not.

I am also a career woman, which is not tlrsm
norm. I am a forester working for the
USDA-Forest Service. My job requires me to
travel quite often. Some of the other moms
look at me strange because of that and the
fact that I work in a male dominated field.

I have enjoyed researching my family
history. I am the only member of my family &

_that is a member of the church. [ have had

' no objection from my family members.
Hopefully, by being a positive example that
other members of my family will someday

= Yy Poos | Yaedrow

sE - T 2. ol Rl B Ak L R e
join.
1 hope this helps and ] hope that I didn't 7 At - LR DR
ramble on to much. If you need more info
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just let me know.
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no probiemo...don't mind doing it @

all ....Its aCtually hot random bcuz

Some 1 onCe asked the same quesnon
already! hehe

Being black In the church is awesomel

My branch* is really diverse ...we have

» Every race u Cah think of here..] mean

it Jolz.Im glad that I can be part of
that diversity because I Can teach my
sisters and bro's things from my
Culture, and that's one thing ] love
about my branch is that ur always
learning something new.... rom ppls
Culture , foods, dressing....and home
lahd songs etC ...things like that .But
Its still kKinda hard to ans ur question
because T never really thought “Qoo
I'm black and LDS" maybe bcuz
there's also other black ppl| that go's 2
my branCh 5o its not something I think
about .....]Jf U wanha khow abourt
being a LDS teen and going 2 HS now
that's story I Can talk 4ever about...or
being the only person in ur fam that's
LDg ..000 that's 3 good 1.

sorry I Couldn't help or if ] did great!
0 I love ur "Mormons r hot"
tee....really kwool

Ur kwool ...] love seeing kwool pp| like
urself in the Church ..that give's hope
2 others thinking that Mormons r just
. boring shy ppl....that was told to me
by some 1 that didn't know about the
Church. but how he knows better |0jz.

t ¥ Hey how did find me?
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By: Julia Kelly

{

What is the image that comes to your mind when you hear “Mormon
stay-at-home mom?” Do thoughts of a submissive, blonde, jello-making
mother of ten, seamstress of all of the clothes the family wears, at-the-heck- |
and-call-of-her-hushand woman enter your mind? This is a very popular
misconception. A myth, really. Has anyone truly ever met someone like
this? I never have. Why is this message perpetuated in so many places?

{ About 5 months after I got married, some missionaries of a different faith
knocked on my door. When they found out I was Mormon, they immediately
began to mention how women are so poorly treated in the LDS faith, and
they asked if T was really upset that I was forced to stay at home. I told
them that I have never felt like a second class citizen being a woman in my
church. I had recently graduated with my degree in teaching and was
looking for full-time employment for the upcoming year. This despite the
fact that I had just found out that ] was pregnant. .

I'have been in some congregations where 50% of the moms work and}
other congregations where 90% of the moms work. Not, everyone wants to |3
work, but they do so for various reasons. In “The Family: A Proclamation to
the World™* distributed by the LDS church, it says, “Mothers are primarily
responsible for the nurture of their children. In these sacred responsibilities, §
fathers and mothers are obligated to help one another as equal partners.
Disability, death, or other circumstances may necessitate individual
adaptation.”

I have lived the working mom and the stay-at-home mom roles. My
| first son was born in the middle of the school year, so I finished out the year
i and left my son in the care of others. I was exhausted, pumping my breasts
during my 20-minute lunch breaks. The commute was long, and all my son
| did was sleep when I was around him. I felt like I was missing out on
| afternoon cuddles and kisses. T also loved my job, but it wasn’t a hard

decision to say that I wanted to be home the next yvear. Many people were
shocked, including extended LDS family members, mostly because my
husband had recently begun work on his master's degree.

I really never expected to go back to work, but I did two years later
because my son was delayed developmentally, and everyone told me that if
he just went to day care then he would be better. He has been diagnosed

' now as speech impaired, but he is always making progress, even if it is slow

| for his parents sometimes. Currently I see my son about 1 % hours a day.

| That is just unacceptable to me. And during that short amount of time I am
| physically and mentally exhausted from my job. I ask myself why I put in so
much time helping others’ children instead of my own. The school year ends
in about one month, and T am totally counting down the days.

The stay at home moms that I know love and teach their children.
They have friends and hobbies. They have dreams and goals and they aren’t
too exhausted to accomplish them. No one fits into one mold. You can’t say
one is better than the other. Working and being a mom just doesn’t work for
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I put ostensks by Mo = speak.. (Mo. noun. short for Mormon.)
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A&R In the record industry, it’s the department that signs new acts. They
organize the practical side of things, the recording, production and selection
of songs. — not o Mo word. Just a new term.
Alma 36:3 From the Book of Mormon, “And now, O my son Helaman,
behold, thou art in thy youth, and therefore, 1 beseech of thee that thou wilt
hear my words and learn of me; for | do know that whosoever shall put
their trust in God shall be supported in their trials and their troubles, and
their afflictions, and shall be lifted up at the last day.”

Articles of Faith Thirteen statements describing the fundamental beliefs of
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; originally written
by Joseph Smith (first President and Prophet of the Church) in response to a
question; “What do Mormons believe in?” Man, | bet that guy got more
than he bargained for.

Asterisk The symbol that tells you to come to this page. -See A<R_
Branch (from LDS glossary; Name of a geographic area whose
inhabitants are assigned to attend a specific building at a specific time. The
attendance is too small to be a ward. Several wards and branches make up a
stake. A president is put in charge of the branch.

Elder (from LDS glossary; The proper title given to_holders of
the Melchizedek Priesthood. The title is used for members of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles, the First Quorum of the Seventy and for full time
missionaries.

Endowed In the plainest terms, after an individual goes through an LDS
Temple ceremony (a sacred ceremony outlining hallowed blessings), they are
considered “endowed.” If you want to know more on that, feel free to
convert.

Ensign The official LDS publication. published monthly (all articles are
accessible @

Jacob 6:12 From the Book of Mormon, “O be wise, what can | say more?”
LDS Acronym for Latter-Day Saints, or Mormons, shortened from the full
name of the Church: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
Pharisaism Hypocritical observance of the letter of religious or moral law
without regard for the spirit; sanctimoniousness — See AS"'&E\&K
Primary The class for the little munchkins. Our church service is 3 hours long-
depending on age you go to specific classes after the entire congregation
meets- the meeting for toddlers to 12 year olds is called Primary.

The adversary Satan, evil, the dark side, call it what you will.

The Family: A Proclamation to the World

[¥tp:/7www.Ids.org/library/display/0,4945,161-1-11-1,00.htr]

Ward (L.D5 glossary; [lds.about.com)) Name of a geographic area whose
inhabitants are assigned to attend a specific building at a specific time. A very
small ward is called a branch. Several wards and branches make up a stake. A
bishop is put in charge of a ward.

YW 1st Counselor YW stands for Young Women, which (like Primary) is a
class; The Young Women program is designed for girls ages 12 to 18; the
leadership of the program consists of a President & 2 counselors



http://www.lds.org/library/display/0,4945,161-1-11-1,00.html
http://lds.about.com/
http://lds.about.com/
http://lds.about.com/
http://lds.org/

LDS/ Mc)r‘mon Blogs 7’- a :

|l'1t‘l:p//www rnormon-blogs com/l e
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(onfessions of a Mormon Libcra]
|http-.//;i.wiﬂgcts.net/i)log.html|

Co”ean (the editor)'s B[og

|hi.‘]:p:/’/www.thcin§amou5da nce.com/ |

Oﬁ-iciai information about | he C'hun:h of Jesus (hrist of Lattcr—clag Saints
(Mormons) ‘
Ihi:tp://www.mormon.org/l

' DS Frcqucntlg Asked Questions

[http;/dstaq.byu.cdu/] f : “ . r t 23 : .
LDS Lfnlcup (The Mormon Mgﬁpacc) & = A £ ‘

[http:/  www.ldslinkup.com/|

Austin | DS [nstitute
http://www]ds.org/institutcs/homc/0,8+7'5,768~1 -3 6-60505,00.htm

Rc‘i iousTolcrancc.or :Wha is a Mormon? Arc the Clﬁristian?
£ g Y
|http://www.rcligioustolcrancc.org/‘clswho.html

Free Pyook of Mormon on M[3
| htt:p;//www.idsauclio.com/Frcc—-bookwoF—mormon/l

Dcfcnsc of }_DS !:aitl"l: Does Mormen doctrine contradict the E)ilﬂc?
|1'1ttpz//momon.7p.com/contradict.htmll

Onc—MmuLc Answcrs
| http S WwWW, hght anet. com/rcqponsc/answcrs/contcnts ]-ntrr1
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http://www.mormon-blogs.com/
http://j.wingets.net/blog.html
http://www.theinfamousdance.com/
http://www.mormon.org/
http://ldsfaq.byu.edu/
http://www.ldslinkup.com/
http://lds.org/institutes/home/0,8473,768-1-36-60505,00.html
http://www.religioustolerance.org/ldswho.htm
http://www.ldsaudio.com/free-book-of-mormon/
http://mormon.7p.com/contradict.html
http://www.lightplanet.com/response/answers/contents.htm

